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PR  EFACE. 


ST)MK  fifteen  years  ago  I  cherished  a  desire  to  write  a  history  of 
I  Seneca  county.  Want  of  confidence  in  my  ability  to  do  justice  to 
the  subject,  conflicted  with  this  desire  for  many  years,  until  finally,  about 
one  year  ago,  at  the  solicitation  of  friends,  I  commenced  the  work  in 
earnest  and  prosecuted  it  with  such  ability  and  industry  as  I  had  at 
my  command. 

I  had  collected  material  for  this  purpose  many  years,  without  regard 
to  order.  My  task  required  close  application  and  patient  labor,  but  I 
found  consolation  in  the  thought  that  I  was  engaged  in  a  work  of 
gratitude! and  paying  a  debt  of  friendship  I  owed  to  the  memories  of 
the  generous  and  noble  men  and  women  who,  nearly  fifty  years  ago, 
stretched  the  hand  of  welcome  to  an  exiled  boy  in  a'  strange  land  and 
among  strangers.  Thus  my  work  became  a  source  of  pleasure,  and 
now,  that  I  am  about  presenting  it  to  the  public,  I  wish  to  add  that 
nothing  has  been  set  down  in  malice.  Truth  requires  that  the  shady 
side  shall  accompany  the  light,  else  the  picture  be  deficient. 

I  have  faithfully  endeavored  to  avoid  errors,  but  have  no  doubt  some 
may  be  found,  therefore  claim  no  perfection  for  the  work. 

Having  lived  in  Seneca  county  from  my  boyhood,  and  taken  an 
active  part  in  public  life,  I  became  identified  with  many  affairs  in  the 
progress  of  events;  and  since  I  found  it  necessary  to  connect  my  own 
name  with  some  of  the  scenes  I  describe,  the  reader  will  please  excuse 
the  liberty  I  took,  for  if  I  know  my  own  nature,  there  is  very  little 
egotism  in  its  make-up. 

I  wrote  in  a  conversational  way,  and  with  the  same  freedom  with 
which  1  would  talk  to  a  friend. 

My  intention  was  to  pass  before  the  mind's  eye  of  the  reader,  a  true 
and  faithful  panorama  of  Seneca  county,  from  the  time  she  broke  her 
bands  of  "forest  wild"  to  July,  1880;  and  to  do  justice  to  the  memory 
of  the  men  and  women  who  figured  upon  the  stage  of  her  progress 
during  that  time.  This  was  the  height  of  my  ambition,  and  the  reader 
is  left  to  himself  to  judge  whether  I  have  succeeded.  He  will,  I  am 
sure,  give  me  credit  at  least,  for  presenting  to  him  a  variety  of  subjects 
in  a  plain,  comprehensible  way,  without  resorting  to  etherial  flights 
and  stretching  after  high-sounding  terms  to  express  a  generous  thought. 
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Many  biographical  sketches  are  scattered  through  the  work — pen 
pictures  of  men  and  women,  as  they  appeared  to  me.  These  may  also 
not  be  perfect,  but  some  of  them  will  seem  natural  to  the  reader  that 
knew  the  persons. 

It  is  a  source  of  regret  to  me  that  some  people  in  Seneca  county, 
who  had  it  in  their  power  to  furnish  material  for  this  enterprise,  took 
no  interest  in  it,  and  in  consequence,  many  valuable  points  may  have 
been  overlooked;  but  I  take  great  pleasure  in  expressing  gratitude  to 
all  who  were  so  friendly  as  to  aid  me  in  my  researches. 

My  especial  thanks  arc  hereby  tendered  to  Dr.  C.  G.  Comegys,  of 
Cincinnati,  a  son-in-law,  and  to  Miss  Diathea  Madison  Tiffin,  of 
Chillicothe,  a  daughter,  of  Governor  Tiffin,  for  valuable  material  found 
in  the  life  of  the  illustrious  Governor;  and  to  the  gentlemanly  editor^ 
of  the  newspapers  of  Tiffin;  to  the  several  county  officers,  who  have 
so  willingly  and  courteously  assisted  me  in  searching  records. 

To  Mrs.  Sally  Ingham,  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  Bever,  Mr.  Charles  W. 
Foster,  Klder  Lewis  Seitz,  Dr.  B.  Williams,  Esquire  Kelley,  Dr.  J.  W. 
Crawford,  Dr.  J.  C.  Myers,  Hon.  James  Purdy,  of  Mansfield,  Mr. 
Luther  A.  Hall,  Mr.  N.  L.  Brewer,  Mr.  I).  V.  Flummerfelt,  Mr.  Mark  A. 
Harris,  Judge  Hugh  Welsh,  Mrs.  T.  Stanley,  Mrs.  R.  R.  McMeens,  J. 
H.  Pittenger,  Esq.,  Father  Evrard,  Father  Healey,  Rev.  J.  H.  Good, 
D.  D.,  Mrs.  (ieo.  Strausbaugh,  Dr.  A.  A.  Rawson.  of  Iowa,  Judge 
Pillars,  Governor  Charles  Foster,  and  to  many  others,  I  tender  my 
sincere  thanks. 

Proper  credit  has  been  given  to  the  authorities  I  consulted,  but  if 
any  omissions  have  occurred,  I  desire  to  make  the  proper  apology  here. 

Conscious  of  having  pursued  and  prosecuted  this  labor  with  none 
other  than  the  best  of  motives,  to  preserve  from  the  tooth  of  time,  for 
a  while,  scenes  and  events  that  helped  to  make  up  the  history  of  this 
good  old  county  of  ours;  regretting  that  some  abler  pen  did  not  take 
up  the  task;  knowing  full  well  also  that  my  shortcomings  will  pass 
through  the  usual  ordeal  of  criticism,  I  can  only  fall  back  upon  m\ 
old  motto  that  has  guided  my  life,  and  1  fear,  may  at  times,  have  given 
unintentional  offence: 

•'Purity  of  motive  and  nobllliy  of  mind 

Shall  rarely  condcHCcnd 

To  prove  its  rights  and  prate  of  wrongs  to  oth«T> : 

And  it  shall  be  small  care 

To  the  high  and  happy  consoieuce 

What  Jealous  frien<ls,  and  envious  foes. 

Or  connnoit  fools  may  Judge." 

TiKKiN,  (.).,  July  1,  i88o.  W.   LAN(;. 
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INTRODUCTORY. 


THE  great  mul  bloody  struggle  of  tUf  Cohi 
yejiis'  war,  bt'ing  over.  i\w  Britinh  Lion  retreateU  giH»wliri^  tci  hitt  dt'U 
and,  follfiwiiig  the  Rtwolutiouary  War  at  the  Treaty  of  P;ms  iii  178».  pejift* 
was  iTiatlt*  with  England,  in  wtiioh  the  Independence  of  theae  Colon ii»»  was 
r»>cognized. 

For  the  first  tim**  in  the  history  of  the  human  raee,  the  intelligent  world 
«uw  a  young  governmi*nt  siUirt  on  its  career  with  the  e<ni»rioU8  knowledge 
and  i>^*i"*l  proclamation  of  man's  capacity  for  self-government. 


Then  ihe  genltiH  of  FrcCfJoni 
Her  banner  tmfurlod« 

And  Inspired  wiUi  hope 
Thv  whole  civillsfed  world. 


I 


But  iis  the  waves  of  the  «>cean  rontinne  t4>  lash  the  shore  long  after  the 
storm  ha^  ceased,  so  the  agttatinn  of  the  frontier,  between  the  settlers  and 
the  In«lian«,  continued  for  many  ye^irs. 

The  int4nise  [yassions  and  mntnal  hatred  engt^nder-ed  by  the  eontlict  wi*re 
not  allayed  by  Ihe  Treaty  of  I'aris,  When  the  IJritish  forces  withdrew  to 
the  Canmlas  or  across  the  Aliantic,  the  Indians,  who,  long  before  ami  dnrJTig 
the  Revolutionary  struggle,  were  a  stmrce  of  constant  annoyance  to  ihe 
fnmtier  settler;*,  still  renuiined. 

While  the  settlers  were  determined  to  get  possession  of  the  lantl!*  of  the 
Indians,  the  Indians  were  etjually  ih»termined  not  to  relinquish  their 
ancient  hunting  gnunidH.  The  life  and  property  of  the  frontiersman  w^re 
constantly  in  danger,  and  often  at  the  merry  i»f  the  savages*— the  general 
government  hjiving  neither  the  means  nor  militiiry  toafTord  protection;  thu^ 
the  frontier  settler  was  left  to  his  fate  as  before.  Since  then  a  eenttir>'  hiis 
rolled  «n  into  the  4>ceiui  of  time,  and  while  still  *' Westward  the  course  of 
Empire  tiikes  its  way/'  the  Indian  atrocities  upon  the  frontier  settlements 
continue  as  of  yore*  and  the  (piestion  calls  into  requisition  llie  wisest  of 
statesmanship  and  llie  best  and  luost  vigorous  policy  of  the  government  to 
meet  it.  The  intlications  now  ate  that  the  Indians  must  either  give  up  their 
luitionality  and  savage  UTe,  aud  become  citi/.ens  of  the  I'nitiMl  States,  or  l>e 
exterminate/l. 

During  tlu^  Revohitionary  War  ami  for  some  time  thereafter,  the  military 

post  of  the  Hi  itish  at  Detroit  supplied  the  savages,  throughout  the  Northwest, 

with   munitions  of  war,  and  encouniged    and    sut»ported   them   in    Uie 

villainous  4lepre<  hit  ions  up<»n  tlie  fiontier* 

The  hot-lH*il  of  the  counciN  nf  fhn  salvages  was  the  Wyan4lot  t<iwns  nlon 
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[the  bank;-*  oi  tiK'  .-^iiiHinskv  iivt  i\  t>f  Which  Upper  Sandusky  was  the  leiuling 
litne.  Theit^  was  a  constaiu  iutercommtitufalinii  kept  up  betMcen  these 
{ititliun  U)wijs  jind  DrtroiL  This  st4ite  of  thiiign  foutiuue«l  fur  a  long  time 
jafit^T  tht'  Tnnity  of  I*nris,  urul  initil  thr  Jiritish  evaeiuittMi  Dt'troit,  wlien  the 
l.ludimus  were  finnliy  thrown  upon  their  own  reaourcea  nuil  coftitH*llt?d  tu 
Iruuie  hi  teruit^t 

Even  in  the  hiti'  war  with  (irwit  Britain,  after  TInllV  suiTender  und  with 
J  the  Hritinh  in  pusHession  of  Detroit,  tlie  Baiue  policy  w»8  inaugurated  uniler 
Iljeueral  liartoe,  and  tlie  Irtdians  W€S]%  again  made  Uteailieflof  the  British* 
\ns  we  bliall  heretifter  see. 

Expedituius  wen*  set  on  fool  against  the  British  at  Detroit  antl  the  Indlatut 

[>u  Uje  8jindusky  t  dnnng  the  war,  by  the  (Viutinental  Tongressand  afterwards 

Ijy  the  government  of  the  states,     Foit  Pitt  wiis  a  small  giirriscui  in  the 

Liharj^  of  i;eneral  Ir\1ne.     Here  all  the  early  expeih'tion-s  were  orgnnixeil, 

jCmigreas  hein^f  fully  aware  t»f  the  fact  that  all  the  terrible  atmcities  along 

[Ihe  frontier  were  directed  and  supptuled  houj  Detnut.and  in  onler  to  brine 

Ipeace  to  the  bor(h*r.  ordered  (ieiieral  LatijLihliii  Mcluto^h,  from  the  re^'ular 

larm)\  t<»  m«»ve  upnti  Detroit,     lie  descendi'd  the  Ohio  rive;-  witli  a  force  of 

Irejcirlai-s  and  ndlitia  to  the  mntitli  uf  Beaver  river  in  October,  1T78»  where  • 

|ljeehtabri8hefl  the  ttri^t  militarv  po»t  of  the  rnit**d  Htates  beyond  the  frontier 

ettlement.5.     i'oujjne^H^  however,  reluetfintly   sus^pended    the   exjteditiou 

l#igaittflt  Detroit  for  want  i»f  means  to  pmHccute  it,  and  ordered  General 

pfclnli>*ih  to  procee*!  upiui  and  destn^y  the  Indian  towns  in  the  vicinity  that, 

[in  his  opinion,  woidd  most  elTectnally  tend  to  chastise  tlie  savages.    He 

Liiireupon  undertook  to  mf»ve  upon  Sandusky  ami  destroy  the  Wyandot 

t^wns.    He  staited  with  oite  thousamt  men . and  <m  reachinjr  the  Muskingum 

In  Die  present  county  of  Tuscarawas,  he  built  a  fort  and   called  it  Fort 

[Lawrence,  in  hotior  of  the  Tresident  of  Congress.    Leaving  Tolonel  John 

|Oil>8on  in  charge  uf  this  post  with  fifty  men,  he  returne*!  with  tlie  rest  of 

pi^  nnus  to  Fort  Pitt.    Fort  Lawrence  was  the  tirst  nulitijry  post  established 

vu  Oluo  s<ul.     In  August  follnwing.  Fort  Lawrence  was  evacuat*Ml. .  This 

|«^mled  the  first  expedition.     Fort  Arclntosli  was  also  abandoned. 

An  expedition  for  the  same  pun^oae,  under  (*ol.  Broadhead,  wa»  also' a 
failure. 
Another  expedition  was  organized  under  the  eommand  of  <.^oL  C*rawforth 

r : K A W F1>HD*S  EX  I'KDrriON. 

Tlie  lamentable  expedition  of  Col.  Crawford  falling  into  this  period  and 

llH*ing  a  part  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle,  occurring  befoiv?  the  Treaty  of 

IParis,  and  the  sad,  terrible  conclusion  of  which  took  |»lace  so  near  the  lH>rder 

lt>f  Seneca  county,  an  abstract  relation  of  tlie  sjtme  will  not  be  out  of  place 

in  these  pages.  * 

The  British  had  succeeded  in  enlisting  into  tlieir  service  all  the  savage 
^element  northwest  td'  the  Ohio  river,  and  provided  them  with  all  the 
frequisit**  munitions  of  war. 

l>esertersfrom  the  army  under  Washington,  runaway  tones  ami  desperadoes 
Ifrom  the  Colonies,  united  with  the  savages  t^i  make  their  continued  attiicks 
ri»ix5n  the  frontier  as  expressed  in  the  language  of  Lonl  Chatham  :  '"letting 
pl(h*se  tliH  lionibl*'  iM^IMiouuds  uf  savage  war," 
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Th*.^  Itritish  diret'teri  tUH(ippnitit>ti«u|?innHl  the  frontier  frcmi  lliHr  milital^ 
|tt»?»t  at  Jietroit,  wIht^  Henry  ITfimiUiUj,  n  \  nlerJ*^'  rnrtian,  wiu*  in  ('<»mniunfl»j 

TIm^  Wv  jiuilotH.  S(»nef*as  >m<l  Sliawnces  were  the  iirint-ipiil  triln^H  enlist* 
ill  tlib  njurtleronH  warfare.    Nearly  all  the  ^mailer  tnbes  were  uiaih*  alli^ 
of  the8<^,    The  Delawareswei-e  the  peai^eable  nation  aniongst  them  tliat  ha 
not  joltiHl  in  the  war  i»iH»n  tlie  frontier,  and  even  these  eventually  bee 
enejuii^s. 

The&e  elements,  thus  conibiDed— Biltish.  savages,  t«>rie9  and  despemdf 
were  turned  IcKiseupon  peareable  settlers.  inK>n  unarmefl  meiuniK^n  helplc 
women  and  fhildrei».    They  ext^Mided  their  atrocities  all  along  the  wester 
frontier  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virt^ijua. 

The  eflfe<'t  upon  the  frontier  people  can  better  l>einiai^ined  than  deHi'rilM 
Their  patient  end u ranee  becjune  exhaiiHteil.    It  beeame  now  a  war  lo       _ 
knife.    To  kill  an  Indian  was  a  sonree  <»f  pleasure,  and  at  the  same*  tmie  a~ 
r^ignal  for  attack  upon  the  settlement. 

In  a  letter  from  txeneral  Was^ihington  to  General  Irxiiie  at  Fort,  Pitt 
inHtrnotlons  w^ere  pven  Ui  the  latter  in  these  words:  *' Still  continue  to  kee 
yourself  informed  as  t4i  tlie  situation  at  Detroit,  and  the  strength  of  tl 
enemy  at  that  place/'  Tlie  siubjeet  of  another  expedition  agfainat  S^mduakji 
iMn'ame  quite  popular,  but  Irvijie  hesitated,  and  at  first  rather  opposed  thn 
project,  but  Qnally  yielded  to  the  popular  demand,  and  even  assisted  in  the 
enterprise. 

The  people  became  st>  clanioroua  in  urging  on  the  organization  as  to  demain 
of  General  Irvine  that  he  should  himiielf  lead. 

This  he  declined  to  do  for  want  of  authority  to  leave  his  pcjst. 

The  expedition  was  thoroughly  considered  and  suppijrted  by  the  l>e8t< 
men  along  tlie  frontier.    No  t>ne  doubled  itts  propriety.    Everybody  saw"  the 
necessity,     Sandusky  was  the  infernal   di'n   from  whence  came  all   their_ 
trouble.      \'(dunteers    Hocked  in  from  every   side.      Tlien   the    place   fa 
rendezvous  was  fixed  at   Logun-town-at-Mingo,  (Mingo   Bottom,)  now 
Steuben ville  township.  Jefferson  cutmty,  Ohio,    On  the  ^th  of  May,  17 
they  met*    There  were  four  hundred  and  eighty  in  all.    William  t*rawfoi| 
wttselecteiJ  Colonel,  and  David  Williamson.  David  Cfacldis.  Jolm  McClella 
and  one  Hiinton  were  electc^d  Fiehl- Marshals. 

Karly  in  the  morning  of  the  'J,Mh  day  of  May.  tlie  army,  under  Crawfor 
began  its  nmrch  from  Minijo  Bottoui,  in  four  columns.     It  was  to  lend  in  th^ 
stmightest  direction    through  the  woods  to  Siuidusky,  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  tifty  mih*s.    The  route  lay  through  what  now  eonstitutes  the 
counties  of  Jefferson,  Harrison,  Tuscaniwa>,  Ashland,  Holmes,  Richland, 
Crawfonl  and  near  to  the  center  of  Wyandot,    The  whole  distance 
tlirough  a  dense,  unbroken  foi'est,  except  where  they  reached  the  plains, 

Nothing  of  any  particulaj  interest  occurred  except  that  cm  Uje  se<'t»nd  <lay 
out  two  intiians  were  discovered.    They  were  ,Hhot  at,  but  lieing  mis 
escaped.    Fe^aring  that  they  were  Bcouta,  Cniwfonl  pressed  forw>inl  wit 
gn^aler  speed. 

On  the  i^il  of  June  they  reached  the  Sandusky  river  at  a  point  immeilialely 
KiLSt  of  where  Leesville,  in  Crawford  county,  now  Htand»„  ami  near 
mouth  of  a  small  creek  called  '*AUen'8  run." 

The  S^mdusky  river  rises  in  Springlield  lowTiship,  Richhmt]  cminly.  at  l|] 
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'Tj^        ^.iM  -  .»ifitli\vei>urlv  i-ooi^,  antl  reielvmjr 

se\  i,lot  i'<»iintvTilM>tH  two  mil^^s  mntU  i>t 

tb*  curnei,  iimi  pmattrn  lliiil  ruui  ^  ynnilnt. 

S«'ji'  ^iihtliisky  to  the  Imy.  :i  (HsUmre  M  -  scuur**. 

aiuiig  tin'  Htreimi.  lUi  jinnr'ijml  lril)utant*H  ln»m  tJje  ri^ht  bank  art'  th*« 
Hr*»ken  Swnnl  iuui  Sycanuirt',  and  from  iht*  left  tlxe  Little  Sancluiiky  and 
Tyujiwhtttu,  in  f'ruwford  and  Wyandot  ccunitit^s. 

Tilt*  army  was  now  upproat^hin^  the  enemy's  hemlqnarlers.  Slovrtr,  Ihe 
gnidf",  who  liad  been  amongst  Hie  Wyandots,  sai*l  to  Crawfrtnl  tbut  Uit*y 
were  near  the  phiins.  These  they  rearhed  on  the  next  day,  near  the  month 
of  a  small  btreani  entering  the  Olentangy,  or  Whetstone, 

To  most  of  the  volnjiteers  the  iiighl  «>f  tlie  prairie,  or  plains,  was  a  novelty. 
The  isiancb  of  timher,  the  tall,  coarne  ^rass,  prairie  liens,  wild  geewe.duckH, 
prairie  owls,  et<!.,  attracted  their  att4?tition.  Little  they  thought  and  less 
they  knew  *»f  the  sad  fate  that  awaited  them. 

How  happily  has  a  kind  Providence  dmwn  a  curtHin  between  man  and  td* 
fiitnrel 

Tire  Olentangy  is  on  the  eastern  boundar>'  of  Wyandot  connty.  The 
Tymochti>e  is  on  tlie  west.  On  the  south  these  prairies  form  the  north 
part  of  Marian  trounty.  Their  extreme  length,  ejijst  and  west,  is  forty 
mileB:  their  exti*erae  bn^adth,  twenty  miles;  the  avemge  elevation  above 
lake  Krie.  three  hundred  feet. 

These  were  the  favored  hunting  grounds  of  the  savages,  and  to  whi<'h 
they  elnng  with  a  t^narity  that  borderetl  on  desperation.  The  army  camped 
about  ten  miles  from  their  phue  of  destination, 

Tlie  next  morning,  the  4th  of  June,  they  started  on  their  mureh.  with 
great  preeautioti,  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  and  reaehed  the  mtnith  of 
the  Little  SandiL^ky ,  where  they  f»>iind  Indian  trails  leading  in  every  direetion. 
They  erossed  the  river  and  followe<l  a  tniil,  but  discovered  no  Indians, 
Slover,  the  guide,  told  t'rawford  that  a  Wyandot  town  was  close  by,  A  little 
fiirther  on  they  came  upon  the  U)wn  bnt  found  it  ileserted.  i'mwford  ordered 
a  halt  for  consultation.  The  soldiers  ttismounted  and  refreshed  themselves 
and  their  horses  at  the  spring. 

This  forsj^ken  town  was  on  the  east  hank  of  tlie  Sandusky,  and  alM>ut 
three  miles  south  of  the  present  town  of  ITpper  Sandusky. 

The  Sandusky  of  the  Wyajidots,  as  known  to  Slover  and  Zane,the  guides, 
wa«  eight  miles  lielow,  where  the  KiUwiurn  road  crosses  the  river.  Here  was 
llie  residence  of  Ponioa<*an-  Half-King— lU^  he  WJis  called, 

Of  all  the  Indian  allies  of  Great  Britain,  the  Wyandots  were  the  most 
powerfulJ»ecause  they  were  the  most  intelligent,  caused  by  their  association 
with  tlie  French  and  Hritlsli.  In  their  treatDient  of  prisriners  they  seldom, 
if  ever,  resorted  to  torture,  which  was  common  with  tlie  other  tril>es. 

Aientz  De  Peyster,  the  commander  at  Detroit,  liad  sent  Butler's  rangers 
t4i  aBaUt  the  Indians,  The  night  preceding  the  liattle,  these  camped  in  the 
Jtinita  of  Seneca  county,  near  the  river  in  Pleasant  township.  They  were 
m4>unt«*d  troops,  and  had  two  field-pieces  mid  a  mortar. 

The  Italians  who  had  watched  the  progress  of  t'rawford  from  Mingo 
IJottom  to  the  Sandusky,  had  marshaled  their  host  and  were  reaily  for  action, 
Thrir  combined  forces  gi'eatly  outnumljered  those  of  Crawford. 
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The  squaws  and  child reu  ha4l  been  sent  to  h  mvine  on  the  Tymocht^s 

Simtm  Girty  was  with  the  Wyandots.  He  wat^un  Iiishtnryand  an  adoptt^d 
son  of  the  Senecas,  who  hiul  t-iiptiued  him  vvlien  youngr^und  i«  desciilied  as 
a  tierce,  cruel  and  beastly  creature*  His  Indian  name  was  Katepocomen. 
which,  if  It  un-'ans  auyUnng,  (ntjycht  to  mean  d^^fii  He  Iiail  been  liberated, 
an«l  having  retnnietl  to  the  m^th^ments  became  the  friend  of  t'mwfoiH!. 
aspM*t*<l  lo  office  in  Westmorelurul  connt)%  Pennsylvania,  failed,  volunlurily 
retnnn^tl  In  suvajje  life  and  i)e<"amc  the  nif)8t  navage  of  the  savage^s.  His 
ratuiH  was  a  terror  along  th»^  Ohio  river  and  throughout  the  northwest.  YH 
when  8imou  Kenton  was  brouphl  to  Mac-a-chack  town  as  a  captive,  under 
3**ntence  of  death,  (lirty  ^ot  him  rclea.seri.an<l  Kenton  l»eiiig  taken  to  Detroit 
as  a  priHon^r  miuh^  hi8  escai>e.  Hut  to  return.  It  was  now  one  o'chick  in 
tht^  afterno<a».  (*rawford  dct^^rmined  to  purnue  the  trail  to  tlie  other  town, 
wliere  he  cxpcct+nl  t*i  lintl  the  enemy.  At  a  poiul  about  one  mile  south  of 
the  pi-emnit  1'pper  Sandusky,  (Yavv^onl  callcfl  a  council  of  war.  Hosts  I  lie 
Surgeon,  whom  Kt*nerjd  Ij-vine  had  sent  alonj^  witti  the  exp^ulitiftn,  anil 
Zane.  a4lvi8ed  and  urge^l  an  immediate  return,  because  they  feared  that  tla* 
Indians  hiwl  too  many  warriors  for  tliem,  Crawford  then  acquiesced,  but 
they  tlnally  determined  to  pursue  their  march  that  afternoon  only  and  then 
return,  Immediately  scouts  came  hurrying  u\)  announcing  the  dii^coverj'  of 
the  enemy.  Thin  news  was  received  with  cvidt*nt  satisfac*lion,  aud  mpidly 
everytlnng  was  put  in  readiness,  and  an  advance  onlered  lo  meet  the  enemy. 

The  Indians  came  <ui  a  run  to  mei't  thc.UfKips.  The  Americans  drov»*  the 
savages  fnvm  a  grove  they  had  in  possession,  and  from  that  sheltered  tiosition 
fiivd  upi)n  them  until  night-fall.  This  grove  is  known  by  the  name  of 
^'Battle  Island/'  situated  tlvree  miles  uorth  and  one-half  mile  east  of  the 
court  bouse  in  L^pi»er  8andusky.  When,  in  the  8uinmer  of  IKI4,  I  Nisrtt*ii 
I  he  battle  ground,  the  oak  trees  were  still  bearing  the  marks  of  the  bullets 
anil  of  the  tomahawks  the  Indians  had  used  bi  cut  out  the  balls. 

When  night  set  iii  the  army  built  their  ciimp  fires  and  collected  na  best 
they  could  their  dca*]  and  wounded.  There  were  five  killed  and  nhieteen 
woiuided.  * 

On  the  morning  of  the  liftli  the  battle  w  jis  renewed  at  long  range  and  with 
but  little  elTcct.  The  Auiericansstill  occupied  the  island  of  tjndfer.  During 
tins  day  the  Aniencans  lost  but  four  wouiuleil.  Plans  were  now  disi^ussecl 
as  Ui  the  manuer  »d'  attack  on  thi*  next  day,  when  suddenly  the  scene 
rhanged.  The  ajipearanee  of  Butlers  nniM:crH  in  the  rear  of  the  Wyandots 
srtruck  disnaty  iub»  Lhi*  la-arlsof  Uie  aiTuy/  Trawftu-d  abandi>ned  all  ideas 
of  an  att;ick  and  prepared  for  defense.  wi»en  al>out  two  hundred  JShawuees 
were  dis<'ovcred  8Ui>i»orting  the  Delaw  ares  on  the  south.  "They  kept  (kuu  ing 
in  from  all  sides'*  are  the  Wfirds  of  Kiose.  At  nine  o'clock  that  night  a 
retreat  wa«  reaolved  U[K)n.  The  killed  were  buried  and  tires  burnt  ovei'  their 
gn^vea  to  prevent  discovery.  Strettdiera  were  made  to  entry  tlie  wemnded. 
Just  as  the  anny  was  alMKit  to  stail.  an  attiwk  was  made  on  the  trx>op.s, 
which  threw  them  into  great  confusion,  and  two  vyouuded  fell  into  the 
hanils  of  the  enemy.  They  did  not  pursue  the  tnaipa  very  far,  however,  not 
knowing  tliat  a  retreat  had  lieen  resolved  ujmhi,  Mcriellatiil  was  report^^l 
klUefb  Williamson  took  command.  Crawford,  his  son  and  son-in-law 
Harris  were  amongst  the  missing.    The  retreating  army  was  compelled  to 
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litwl  ImHaiis  ami  Hritiah  rHvaln.  rnn  u;iv\ 
jr»lgr  »tf  the  prairie,  ut  two  oVlurk  uf  th^  afterTioon  on  the  ?w^ciitii1  drty^scMJth 
|iif  r  Tbpy  wen-  broufflit  to  ii  stiiml  near  Dlenlaiigj  creek,  called 

*K'  -.Ue-cfm-»e-piiiiK"  tiy  the  DelMWiires. 

If  1  riimiiier  of  tht*  enemy  uvertonk  the  reti*eatiiJg  amiy.  hut  after 

|a  .Hh  -I'lueiit  Uiey  were  repvilaeJ. 

A  niiti  Htxirm  now  swept  the  plains  in  great  fun \  The  men  were  <lreneliHl 
ftitlhe  skin*  The  uir  hec-am*^  eliilly.  The  mareh  wjis  eontinneil  while  tlie 
hnrmy,  followiniy:,  kept  np  a  coiist^mt  fire  upon  them.  Dy  nii^rlit-fall  the 
iimiy  reaw^hed  Le+mville,  fort>*  miles  from  the  battle  jffrniind  on  Buttle  Island, 
[where  tbey  encamf>ed,  leavinjci  the  enemy  a  mile  in  the  rear.  The  m*my 
[reaehed  >iIijj(?o  IJottom  on  tlie  T:Jth  of  June,  and  were  disiharj^ed  on  the  next 
|da>\    The  total  nund*er  *4  killed  and  misHin;tj  did  not  exceed  seventy. 

We  will  now  return  t*)  f(»llow  up  the  fate  of  ptnir  Crawford  and  hi»  fellrtW 

sulTerei-!*. 

It  18  nndouhtedh  trne,  that  in  the  night  after  the  last  day's  battle  near 

It  tie  grove,  ('rawfnrd  wtvs  amongst  those  whose  horses  got  fast  in  tiie  muck, 

Itvnd  while  trying  to  save  them,  were  left  behind  by  tlie-  retreating  anny,     lie 

l^va^  tieanl  to  call  for  his  stMi  John,  and  for  his  stm-in-law  Harris*  in  the 

larknea^  of  the  niglit.     He  alwo  called  for  Major  Hose,  and  hi;^  neidiew. 

iWitlhim  Crawford,  hot  nobody  cotdd  come  to  help  him.    l>r.  Knight,  wjm 

Ijiitw  came  up  to  Crawford,  told  liim  that  he  believed  the  others  were  all 

ahead  nf  them;  but  Crawford  thought  otherwise,  at»d  beggetl  of  the  doctor 

[jiol  In  leave  him.    Ilia  horse  wm  useless,  and  he  comidalned  of  the  tr<»*ips 

^*>r  thus  leaving  him*    At  thi»  time  an  old  man  and  a  boy  came  up  to 

TrawfonL  and  the  doctor  and  all  started  on  a  sonthwefiteriy  course,  and 

liTived  near  the  cranberry  mai-sh  where  some  of  the  volnnteei's  were  also 

B^tr>tggliJrg  to  get  their  swamiKnl  horses  *»ut  of  the  oo/.y  soil.    Now  (*rawtonl 

Rud  his  party  took  a  northerly  course,  arnl  reaching  a  point  about  two  miles 

n«»rth  from  the  battle  grtnuuK  they  st^*rte<l  i)n  a  course  due  east,  guided  by  the 

North  ?5tHr.    At  midnight  they  reached  the  HHndnskv  river  near  the  motitli 

\)i  Xegro  Run,    The  old  man  falling  behind,  several  times  called  for  the 

Inthens  to  WBit.    An  Indian  was  heard  to  halloo,  and  nothing  further  was 

teen  of  the  old  man.    The  party  passefl  (rtj.    At  two  o'clock  next  afterucK)u 

'apt.  Higgs  overtiKjk  the  party.    After  an  hour's  travel— some  on  homebaek 

liul  others  on  fiHJl,  Lieutenant  Ashley  l>eing  wounded,  and  a  ilreucliing  rain 

ffcveitukitig  them,  which  miwle  their  iin^gress  very  slow%  they  camped  two 

liles  north  of  Bucyrus.    The  next  morning  they  started  on  a  southeasterly 

powrsf .  ami  found  a  deer  that  had  recently  l»eeu  killed,  and  a  tonudiaw^k 

se  by  it.    They  sliced  the  llesh  fmm  the  bones,  arid  w  rapj»ing  the 

HI  the  skin,  took  it  ahmg.    A  mile  further  on  they  saw  a  lire,  and 

JcU  Uic  wounded  ofhcer  in  cliaige  of  ttte  boy,  with  orders  to  remain  l»ehind» 

rp<>n  examination  they  i  anie  to  the  comdusion  that  the  lire  hail  been  made 

t>y  theirown  men  the  previous  day,    A  most  fatal  cf»nclusiou!    They  roasted 

their  venison  ami  were  abont  to  start  «m,  when  a  volunteer  came  u}»  to  them 

ind  told  them  that  he  had  killed  the  rieer.  and  abandoned  it  wljen  lie  heitni 

Ihejii  nauing,  fearing  they  were  Imlians.     Xow  all  passed  on  ami  soon 

eached  the  trail  <tf  the  retreating  army.     Knight  and  Biggs  i»roiK»sed  to 

riive  the  tniil,    Crawford  nppiise<t  the  plan.    t*rawford  and  Knight  were 
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afoot;  the  rest  on  Uorselwu^k.  When  the  party  were  just  enst  of  Letfjrv'illtiJ 
three  Imliaiis  jumped  up.  and  Dr.  Knight  took  aim  ul  (»iie,  hiH  (^rawfonlj 
cuihnl  to  him  not  to  tire.  One  of  the  Indians  ran  np  to  C'rawft^rd  and  t<Mjk 
liim  hy  the  hand.  The  other  walked  up  to  Kni^lit  and  called  lum  doc  tor  J 
took  him  hy  the  hand  and  said  he  liad  seen  him  before.  The  party  liad  fallen 
into  an  ambuscade  of  Dehi wares,  whose  chief  was  Wingenund.  (pronounce 
Win-ge-noondl  at  can^p  only  half-mile  away.  Capt.  BiR^jfl  tired,  hut  Uii  no 
one.  iVn  IniliantoUl  Knijj:htt4)ca.ll  his  people  up  or  they  wouUl  all  l>e  killed^ 
hut  the  other  four  got  away  for  that  time.  ('rawi:'or(?  and  Knigbt  were 
captives.  The  warrioi-s  returnnl  to  camp  with  their  prisoners  and  eapruied 
hoiises.  There  was  great  joy  upon  their  coming  into  camp  among  the 
savages. 

The  Delawares  lived  among  tlie  Wyandota  by  mere  peraiission.     Tla 
burning  of  prisoners  was  kept  up  among  the  Delawares  when  the  Wvandot9| 
htul  abandoned  it.    Their  chiefs.  ••The  Pipe"  and  '*Wingenund/'  therefore 
w*ere  under  the  necessity  of  t>btaining  tlve  consent  of  the  Wyandot  chiel 
before  they  could  burn  a  captive.    This  ccmsent  w-as  secured  by  a  stratiigem-| 

It  was  now^  three  oVJock  Friday  afternoon,  June  s<n^enth.  On  Smidaj 
following  the  savages  hrouglil  in  the  scalps  mid  horses  of  Ashley  and  Higgs^j 
The  others  again  escaped.  ThB  Delawiires  had  nine  other  prisoners  besides 
Crawford  and  Kuiglit.  Some  of  the  converted  Delawares,  who  had  gon€ 
back  tu  heathenism,  also  brought  in  scalps  ot  borderei's.  The  clnefs  suon 
knew  that  Craw  ton  I  was  the  '"Big  Captiiin.*'  Several  of  the  savages  wer 
known  to  hotli  Crawford  and  Knight. 

On  Monday,  the  luth  of  June,  the  prisoners  were  entered  to  march  t<i 
Sandusky,  the  '*llnlf  King's'"  k>wn,  tldrty-t!u*ee  miles  away.  Crawford 
hoped  for  heli>  l>y  (iiity.  Meeting  him  at  Sandusky,  he  offered  him  on€ 
thousand  dollars  if  he  would  save  his  life.  Girty  promised,  but  withoui  auj! 
intention  lo  keep  his  word.  Crawford  saw  that  *^The  Pipe''  vrasveryniiiti 
enraged  against  the  prisoners. 

On  Tuesday,  June  U,  "The  Pipe''  painted  all  the  faces  of  the  prisonei: 
black*  and  lohl  Knight  to  go  to  the  Shawnees  town  and  see  his  friends^ 
This  chief  knew  Crawford  before  his  tribe  joined  the  enemy*  and  told  hii 
that  he  would  have  him  shaved,  /.  c  adopted,  but  at  the  same  time  paintei 
him  black  also.  Then  the  wliole  party  started  for  the  Wyandi>t  town,  eighlj 
miles  below.  A  short  disUince  on  their  w^ay  they  saw  four  of  their  comra^lf 
lying  near  the  trail,  scalped.  At  the  spring  where  Upper  Sandusky  nov 
stands,  to  their  *lismay.  another  trail  was  taken  northwestwiuxl  to  thi 
Delaware  town  on  the  Tymochtee. 

All  ideas  of  hope  for  life  hatl  now  vanished.    When  they  reached  LittltJ^ 
Tymoohtee  ci-eek.  in  what  is  now  Salem  township,  hi  Wyarnk>t  county,  th^ 
Indians  made  the  prisoners  sit  down.    Knight  was  put  in  tlie  charge  of 
Indian,  to  be  Uiken  to  the  Shawnees  t4)wn. 

The  squaws  and  boys  m^w  tomahawked  the  other  live  prisoners.  An  ol4 
s(tuaw  cut  off  the  \wiul  of  ilcKirdey  and  kicke<l  it  about  on  the  ground 
The  y»>ung  Indians  then  dashe<l  the  hi  ocnly  scalps  hi  to  tlie  fjK*es  of  Cmwfor 
and  Krnght  several  times. 

Again  they  startetl.  and  were  soon  met  by  8ini<»n  (iirty  ami  re<l  sjivagirsiM 
hoi-sebtick.  who  had  cume  to  enjoj  the  scene  uf  torture. 
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Tri^^numT~»mr"TIi^~~Pipe  w^ve  the*   prituL  luovei^ii^iiSiSiting  tlif^ 

Lli»l;i\v;m's  fnuo  their  froriiit*r  frieiuls  and  in  making  tht^iu  euemit^s.    Tliey 

wrrfr*  so  bitter  lii  their  halri^d  t»f  Lht*  Americans  that  their  cruelties  kiww  no 

bonnUs,     tlaviug  n*»w  fnll  anthority  over  thrir  prisonf*rs,  tbt*  only  jciound 

for  lifsitaiion  to  cf»rnrii»nict^  thi*  process  of  torliiro  sec*metl  to  \w  to  resiolvi* 

,  ujK>n  bow  to  i>erfunu  it  in  the  most  hellish  manner.    As  the  party  niove<1 

1  ^kmfi  towanls  Tymtx*htee,  every  Irulian  they  met  8tnick  Uie  prisoners. 

[  ifiity  Haiil:   **r^  tluit  dottiir  Knight  ?"    Knight  naid  ye«,  and  offered  Girty 

Utj*  hand,  which  he  refnseil,  and  said  :  *'Begt»ne;  you  are  a  damned  rascal  t'' 

I  The)  ntiw  rejiched  Tyinochtee  creek,  and  were  about  three-t(uartei*s  uf  a 

milr  from  the  village,  wliich  was  fiutber  down  the  creek. 

lam  now  aliont  to  record  tlie  manner  of  Crawford's  death.    The  scenes 

j  the  pi>or  captives  had  to  pi\ss  thronj^li  so  far,  are  of  themselves  sickening. 

J  and  cak'ulated  t^)  rouse  the  sympathies  of  a  heart  of  stone.    The  task  create.*^ 

I  a  chill,  and  the  pen  moves  reliu'tantly  to  describe  an  act  so  liendisli,  brutal 

]aml  repulsive. 

'*Man*s  inJumianity  to  man/'  it  should  V)e  rememl)ered.  Is  not  an  attriliute 

I  that  chanicterizes  exclusively  the  North  American  savage,    lias  not  Europe, 

L  had  not  Asia,  has  not  Anierica  eijiutl  cause  to  blush  when  tracing  histories 

[of  white  raises?     Thousands  uiion  thousands  fell  lieneatli  the  sword  of 

Mohammed  for  refusing  to  take  the  Koran.    Eumpe,  dressed  in  Christian 

attire,  with  her  churches,  her  domes,  her  institutions  of  learning   and 

I  ielinement,  burnt  her  martyrs  at  tlie  stake,     Iler  imiuisitions,  her  ^'bridges 

I  of  si^hs/'her  blocks  and  guilUttinesglolted  the  pages  of  her  history  with  the 

blood  of  her  religious  and  political  victims,  while  our  own  dear  America 

^  burnt  her  witches  and  luing  t^uakers  on  Bost^.ui  Common.    Is  the  ditference 

[amongst  savages  found  only  in  color  or  race? 

About  foiu  o'cl<x*k  in  the  afternoon  inx  the  eleventh  day  of  June,  the 
[kiavages  planted  a  stake  in  the  ground  near  the  right  bank  of  Tymochtee 
Icreek,  to  which  Cniwford  was.tied.  The  Ijidiau  men  then  Hh4>t  powder  into 
[Crawford's  naked  bcMly,  from  his  heels  to  his  head  until  be  was  black  all 
liiver,  Not  less  than  seventy  sb<»ts  were  lired  upon  him.  They  I'ut  off  both 
li«i  his  ears,  and  when  occasionally  the  th^mg  around  Crawford  wtndd  allow 
ll)n  Knight  to  get  sight  of  him,  the  blood  was  running  dowti  both  sides  of 
J  his  head.  They  built  a  ring  of  lire  around  the  stake  and  within  six  or  seven 
[yards  of  it.  It  was  made  of  snudl  hickory  poles  and  when  bm*nt  quite 
)  IhKiugh  in  the  middle,  leaving  the  ends  about  live  feet  long,  three  or  four 
>  Jndjauh  at  a  lime  would  each  take  one  of  these  Imniiug  sticks  and  hold  the 
[  burning  part  to  the  naked  body  of  Cra^^i'ord.  alreatly  black  with  powder, 
'  Ttiey  place<l  themselves  on  each  side  of  him  so  tluit  whichever  way  he  would 
run  around  the  post,  they  met  him  with  these  burning  fagots.  Some  of  the 
sijuaws  t^mk  broad  pieces  of  chips  and  bark,  with  whitdi  they  tlirew 
»|uan titles  of  hot  coals  and  embers  on  him,  so  that  in  a  short  lime  he  had  to 
I  walk  iiver  a  bed  of  coals  and  hot  ashes. 

In  the  midst  of  these  extreme  tortures  Crawford  culled  to  (riity  and 
[l*egged  of  him  to  shoot  him.  lleceiving  no  answer,  he  called  again,  when 
Itfirty  tauntingly  replied  that  he  had  uo  gun.  and  tunung  around  to  the 
Ilndians  behind  bim  laughed  heartily  and  seemed  delighted  at  the  horrid 
Iseene, 
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(tirty  wnlked  u{i  to  lJr»  Knight  and  told  him  to  ju^pare  for  death  alBa; 
thai  )w  was  not  to  die  at  thul  phu-e,  hul  wan  to  he  hunit  al  a  8lia\^  nees  town. 
With  a  nio&l  feaiiiil  ualh  ht*  addt*d  that  ht*  (the  ductorl  nrt*<l  not  rxp*5)Ct  U* 
e8ea(»e  deatlu  Imt  Ihut  he  wtndd  snlTer  it  in  all  its  extremtlieii. 

lie  a^kt'd  lvni|?hl  witethtr  he  had  any  ht»i>os  of  eh«*aping  it.  hut  thr  dnct<»r 
wuji  tc«»  mufh  Mhsorhed  with  tlie  terrilde  affouies  Colonel  Crawford  was 
niuiergoirig  hefort*  liLs  even  and  his  owr^  iuioifHUate  fate  harrowing  ij|i  hia 
soul,  that  he  luiide  (tirly  no  ariswer. 

Crawford  hore  his  tnnneiil.s  with  tlie  most  manly  fortitude.  Several  times 
hif  wuH  hearii  to  rail  on  ihe  Almigjhty  to  liave  mercy  on  his  j*ou1.  Thus  he 
continued  in  all  these  extttmitith  of  pain  lor  more  than  two  lionrs,  at*  near 
as  Knight  could  judjtfc,  when  he  laid  down  on  hiii  i^tonjach.  The  ^vHgei^ 
then  .Hcalpett  jiim  and  repeateilly  threw  the  tilcKidy  scalp  into  piKir  Kniglit^^ 
face*  telling  hira  that  was  the  ^liig  Captain/' 

An  <dd  Miuaw,  who  to  Knije^ht  looked  more  like  Satan  than  a  human  l^eing, 
look  a  hoani  suid  shoveled  coalH  and  a.shcs  on  Crawi'ord's  Iwck  and  svalped 
head.  The  wretched  man  then  rained  him»elf  on  liis  feet  a^ain  and  V»epfan 
to  walk  around  tlie  pont. 

They  next  held  Inirning  stieksi  to  his  biwly  an  hefoi^^aial  Knight  wait  Utken 
away  froui  the  s^.*ene. 

The  Indian*  had  a  tradition  amongst  them  that  Crawford  breatheil  li1isla*«t 
as  the  isun  was  goinjj  down. 

On  the  next  morning  when  Knight  was  started  off  for  tlie  Hhawiieet^  town 
ami  while  he  was  passing  the  tire  phu-e.  he  saw  the  remains  of  Cniwfonl 
almost  hurnt  io  ashes,  Then  the  Indians  told  Knij;ht  that  was  his  fate  antl 
guve  the  ^'aetilp  halloo." 

The  tradition  luns— that  after  <*rawford  died,  tlie  fagots  were  heaped 
t4igether.hiH  la^dy  placed  upon  them  aial  that  the  »avagt*H danced  around  tlie 
renujlus  for  several  hours  Umger. 

Tlie  Shawnees  had  irreat  rejoicing  when  the  news  readied  them,  and  the 
poor  frnntier  settlei's  were  lillrd  with  gloom  and  dismay.  Crawford  was 
nxuirnr  <1  hy  all  who  knew  him.  We  w  ill  throw  the  mantle  of  tnr«elfulnei«t 
over  the  lonely  cahin  that  eontaintd  the  widow  of  the  Colonel  when  Ihesiid 
news  reached  her  ear. 

The  language  used  hy  (ieneml  Washington  on  this  occa»ion.  i*hows  the 
dt*ep  ft*eling  of  his  rudde  heart, 

"lilnwtUi  Xhff  srentCBt  iorrow  incl  ctnctrn  tbtl  i  have  iMnK^J  the  melanclii)}y  t^^laganf 
CoL  «  mwfora*  «Jc"i»tU.  He  w»»  ituown  to  m*  as  mi  ollicer  ot  much  oan^  aiul  t»rudciicc;  brave-. 
exiwrlenceO  aral  active.  The  u^Diinpr  of  hiy  denth  m**  «hockiiigto  im\  nod  I  Hii%'«*  xhU  iUj 
t  ummunU'iLted  to  <'oiigjr««»  ^ttcti  pApt^rm  an  ]  have  rfgiirdliig  IV 

On  the  Hlh  of  August  tie  WTit^^s  to  (lenend  frvine.  thus:  'I  lament  the 
failnre  of  the  expf  ditiou  againM  Sandus^ky  and  am  particularly  alTected 
with  thi«  diwifitrous  death  of  Colonel  Cmw^ord,*' 

The  variiaih  uarratives  «tf  the  jvlace  of  execution  and  horning  of  Colonel 
Crawfonl  were  si»  tontlicting.  hn  a  time  after  the  wliiti*  man  hegan  hift 
.HiHIlemenlsalHng  the  TyniiK-hlee.  that  the  hesl  Uylit  tradition  could  thnm 
on  the  sniiject  tlxcd  the  phu'e  where  now  a  monumeut  is  erected  to  thr 
menion  of  Crawford  atid  his  had  fate. 
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IP  mouum^tit  .HtiuutH  ini  tln^  farm  oucf^  owned  by  Diniel   !!o(Ige*  iu 

{Vihrnl   t(»wrishJii,   Wyumlot  tumnty,  iiuiir  Cmwford»vilh*.  jtiiil  n  shurt 

ilbbiiti*«i  from  (\irpy  tm  tht*  (!tncirmati.  Sjiufliisky  A  (^lt*vt^Uinrl   milnmd. 

*'  ■'   '  *l  \Villlaia  Crawford  was  lK)rTi   in  the  yeiir  17a2,  iu  Orange  cfounly, 

a^  of  Scotrh^lriHh  parents. 

tfRiieral  \V^ai*liin>rton  Wivs  f  mployeil  hy  Lord  Fairfax  to  survey  Uif 
*ctH  of  IsiUfls  he  hail  in   Ui»»  west  of  Virginia,  the  y«MU»^  *iur%'ry(>r 
i^^^fl  at  tht*   htms»i  of   (Vawfonrs  parents,  wht»n  he  nuM!e  th<* 
a*  ^  of  Willium  C'rawft^nK 

warm  frit^nls  ami  their  atUichmpnt  lastetl  thmngh   life. 
1  1  aiMinl  the  Hiime  ajti\ 

<  rawford  learned  fnun  VVavHhinjjfton  the  art  of  ^urveyinij.  Both  i*iTvinl 
under  Braddock  at  Fort  Dii  t^uesne.  Thyy  were  then  in- the  prime  of  Uft^ 
Hfiri  vigtir,  rrawfivrd  was  with  WaHhiiii?ton  at  the  crossing  of  the  Dc^Jaware, 
Hi  Trenton,  and  Prineeton  in  1777.  He  w.is  sent  by  Wash  In  gf  ton  to  take 
dtarge  of  Fort  Pitt  under  instnictiona  fi-otn  Congress.  From  Uienee 
forwaxil  lilH  services  were  devoted  to  the  frontier,  where  he  ilisplayed  the 
liiidieiit  qnalitie.H  of  military  i^feniiis.  Tiie  expedition  against  S:indusky  whs 
ti  '  cue  with  him,  and  wiw  Uj  have  been  the  crown  in  jj^arhievitnient 

i.  ;  h  ivhi^  served  in  th^  war  i»f  the  revtOtition  six  full  year?*. 

tlii^  part  of  our  work  hy  simply  relating,  in  ji  tihoit  way.  th«" 
i|te  of  Slover,  the  g:nide,  and  of  doi-lor  Kniffht. 

DOCTOU  KNIOjn*. 

On  the  m'»rnin!?  of  the  12th  id  June,  the  doetor  was  again  painted  bhu  k, 
and  put  in  the  ehar^e  of  a  Di-daware  s^vajfe,  a  nmi?hdooking  enss  hy  tlip 
tinme  of  THirlu,      TleMi  they  started  for  tlie  Shawnees  town,  some  ftJrty 
mtlest  away ,  Tnteln  on  hoi-sehaek  driving  the  doctor  before  him.    The  dtMdor 
trieil  to  make  the  InrliJin  believe  that  lie  felt  eheerfnl.  and  spoke  of  living 
with  him  in  the  same  hoiise,  etc,,  winch  seemeil  to  please  the  savage.    They 
tmveleil  iibont  twenty-tive  miles  tlad  day  and  ciimped.     In   the  morninjf 
Totelu  fixed  op  the  tire.    The  doctor  asked  Tutelu  to  iVx  up  a  Ure  lK*hind 
bun  to  keep  the  mosqnitos  away.     When  the  s;ivage   Innied  his  back  the 
Mck  lum  with  a  stick  on  the  head  and  the  Indian  fell  forward  with 
IS  into  the  lire.    He  soon  recovered  and  ran  off  howling.     Knight 
1  tjie  Indian's  gun,  but  pulling  Imck  the  cojk,  broke  the  mainspring. 
i  1.     ownrred  near  the  Scioto  in  Hard  in  ctmnty,  a  short  distance  down  the 
river  from  Kenton,    Knight  then  took  the  Imlian^s  blanket,  a  pair  of  new 
*rf''"f'jt<ins,  powder  horn  and  gn»L  and  started  in  a  northeasterly  direction, 
I ly  I lefore  sundown  he  reached  the  phiins.    Ilei^e  he  hid  bim.self  until 
if -fall,  when  he  proceeded  on  and  reaclieil  the  woods  on  the  oilier  side  by 
iLTht.      He  avoifled  the  track  taken  by  the  army  ontwanl  as  much  aa 
*hh*,    Chi  the  secnnd  d^y  of  his  escjipp  tic  reached  a  jioiut  iu  Richhiud 
1),  where  ^'Spring  Mills*' are  situate,  about  noon,     hi  the  evening  he 
111  to  be  very  faint.    During  the  six  days  of  his  impris4mment  he  was 
Iv  ,starved.    lie  had  thrown  away   the  gun  as  useless,  aufl   was  now 
pclled   t/»   live  on   green   goi^sebenies  and   herbs,      Tlie  blow  he  had 
I  veti  with  the  back  *d  n  tomahawk  still  hurt  him  very  much.    Ilerrosseil 
Muskingum  near  the  mouUi  of  the  (Vumtten,  siu  eastern  atHnent.  in 
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Titscumwas  count  v.  He  readied  furt  Pitt  on  the  niominp:  of  the  fotuth 
day  ol'  July  iii  sufely.  He  afterwanHs  became  the  suijfeoii  of  the  Seventh 
Virgiuin  regriment.  He  wa«  mmTied  on  the  14th  djiy  of  Oft<yber,  1784.  and 
died  on  the  12th  diiy  nf  March,  iHJiS,  the  father  of  ten  ehilfh'en.  Dr.  Knight 
is  entitled  to  tlieeredit  of  furnishing  lo  history  the  most  truthful  reh^tion 
of  this  sad  exx>edition. 

SLOVEK. 

8k»ver  and  hi^  two  fellow  captives  were  takeu  to  a  iShawnees  town.  Th»* 
inhahJlant;*  eauie  out  and  heat  and  ahnnetl  tite  prisoners  greatly.  They 
8Pizi*d  ilu'  oldest  <me  of  Slover^s  eompanious.  stripped  him  naked,  and 
painte<l  him  hla<'k  with  coal  and  water. 

They  sent  a  messenger  to  Wapatoniie^i  U^  grt  ready  for  the  frolic,  an  they 
were  coming.  and%wlien  they  appix>ached  the  town  tlie  aavages*  came  oul 
with  clulj*i,  gmiH  and  tomahawkn*  They  told  the  prissoners  they  must  nin 
tti  the  CtHUidl  House,  about  three  hundred  yards  away.  The  mjin  painted 
hla<*k  was  the  principal  object  of  their  sport.  They  struck  him  and  shot 
jHiwder  into  his  flesh ;  women  and  chiUlreu  all  engiiged  in  the  frolic* 
slirtuting  smd  beating  their  druni.s.  Arriving  at  the  door  the  man  wns  cut 
very  ba<ily  and  the  blood  was  i^treamrng  from  the  w*ounda  inrticted  by  the 
tomahawks  and  ritle  wads.  He  laid  hold  of  the  door,  but  was  [udled  Imck. 
i!^lover  saw  liim  carried  away,  and  the  Indians  slowly  killing  him.  He  saw 
his  dead  Inwly  near  tlie  Touiicil  House,  cruelly  mangled.  Then  they  ml  off 
the  heml  iuid  lindis  :iiid  stuck  them  on  iioles  outside  of  lowri.  The  s^ime 
evening  he  saw  the  bodies  of  three  others  maugle<l  to  al>out  the  sanie 
condition.  One  of  tlrese  was  William  panison,  the  son-in-law,  and  the 
•other  William  Crawford,  the  nephew,  of  the  Colonel.  The  Indians  alao 
hml  their  hijrses. 

On  the  next  day  a  large  council  was  held.  Slover  was  examiiuMl  as  to  \n% 
knowledge  of  the  frontier.  Me  could  speak  the  languitge  of  the  Mianiis, 
Dehiwares  arul  Shawuees.  Captain  Elliott  and  James  i iirty  als<»  came  and 
assure<i  the  savages  thai  Slover  had  lied,  that  i'ornwallis  was  not  taken,  etc. 
Hitherto  Slover  hiul  been  treated  kiudly.  Now  they  l>egan  to  abuse  him 
also.  This  council  lasted  tlfteen  days.  About  one  hundred  warriors  were 
present, 

84*e  the  humanity  of  the  Hiitish  commander  at  Detrtut,  l)e  I'eyster !  A I 
the  close  of  this  council  a  dispatch  was  brought  in  from  that  ilignitiiry  liy  a 
warrior  who  had  just  aiTived.    It  was*  in  these  words  ; 


"My  ehndrvQ.  provlsioiui  arc  ftcarpc.  When  prlf-oners  are  brought  in  we  ure  obliged  i*> 
mdntAJti  th*!m,  Jinit  mmtc  o(  them  run  nwny  innl  ejifry  Udliig*  ut  our  artitln*,  Whm»  ntijr  of 
^(♦nr  people  f**^  into  iht*  tmntlH  of  ih«  rob4*U,  they  nhow  uo  nii'try:  why,  then,  fthonld  ymi 
tllli<^  prlMmer»?    Take  no  more  prlBonur&,  my  chUdren,  of  any  Mirt^maa,  woiimn,  or  cUUtl 

The  Ottawas.  ChippiewaA.  Wyandots,  Mingoes,  Delawaiva,  8hawneen, 
Mouseys  and  Chemkees  particiimte<l  iu  this  council.  They  laid  plans  fur 
Louisville  and  VVlieeUng,  All  prisoners  thereafter  were  to  be  put  bi  deiith. 
Tlu'y  put  a  rope  annual  Slover,  stripi^d  hitu  uaktMl  and  blacked  him,  ti.M»k 
him  fivi'  miles  away,  ti<*d  him  to  a  tn*e  near  a  hut  and  l»eat  him.  They  then 
t<Hik  him  about  two  miles  furtlier  to  Mac^i-chack,  near  West  LilxTty,  in 
Logaii  county .    Slover  waa  tied  with  a  rope  ai'ound  Uis  neck  to  a  inist  and  ii 
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ili-r  liuiltiirtiuml  lifiu.  A  nthi  ctinung  up  put  nut  the  fire,  uinl  the  buniiuR 
t.  ,v  .M^^iv'Mv'  1  until  nt*xl  dny.  Thpy  <lanc»*d  aroimcl  hiru  tmtil  laU*  luio  lh# 
■  'Will  wounding  him.  They  then  took  him  U>  u  block  house 
iui'i  u*Mi  inui.  Throe  Indians  watched  him.  Near  niornhig  the  ludiuui^ 
W€re  ill]  iisleep.  and  Skn^er.  succeeding  in  untying  liis  rope,  ran  away  into  a 
corn  field.  He  found  a  horse  close  hy,  used  his  rope  for  a  halter  and  puti*!' 
On  the  third  day  out  the  hor»e  gave  out  and  was  uhitndonech  Slo\^  ; 
truveU^d  on  foot  and  in  his  naked  condition  reached  theOhit»  near  Whei^litig. 
He  ndunje*!  to  Fort  Pitt  on  the  lltJi  of  July.    The  last  straggler  Juitl  returned. 

TMK  UHDINMNf  K  OF  ITH^i-^SETa^LKMENTS  «JF   ORIM— 1*1  AMiKSM  \  W>  SPKKCU 

—TKK It r  ru n i al  oh« a niz ation— c la k k *s  (  am vmgs . 

Although  tiie  treaty  of  Palis  was  signed  in  8eptenilH»r.  1783.  the  news  did 
not  i*each  the  Tnited  Stat<*s  for  more  than  one  month  later,  an<I  it  w-jis  nejtrly 
twt»  mi»nths  hiter  liefore  it  reached  tlie  western  frontier.  Meanwhile  the 
■  i;'!tti  in  the  west  was  kept  up  with  all  its  terror,  Settlements  were 
kf^l  along  the  Ohio  river  and  abandoned.  Expetlititms  w  ere  organized, 
I  1  and  abandoned,  often  in  disaster.    The  struggle  to  conquer  the 

]  id  p<issess  the  west  seemed  almost  hoptdess. 

Xiiw  t  ame  the  tidings  id'  ]ieace  and  a  new^  life  seeme«l  to  api^ad  over  the 
hmd  like  tlie  dawn  tif  flay  following  a  night  of  storm. 

A  Mr.  r>Hlton  was  government  agent  on  the  Wabai^ih,  He  called  a  council 
of  tb»»  idiiefs  and  announced  to  them  the  fact  that  peace  was  declared  In  the 
folli*wiag  words : 

*  Mt  rhUflneu !  Whiit  I  liiive  often  told  you  hns  now  coniL'  lo  pns^.  This  day  1  received 
n^w*  from  my  f^reat  rhiet  at  the  Ddk  c»f  Ohio.     Pi^ce  ta  uiad&  wlf)i  (he  enotnie^  of  America. 

1  \i  Is  buried.    The  Hh«>nic<»,  the  Pt'lnwarei,  the  CliJcii*iiws,  and  the  Chemk*?^ 

ne  Ivoiig  Kulie  hy  the  hand.    They  havt'  given  up  ihc  cai»Hves  they  h Ad  talEea. 

iff  cbUilrea  of  the  Wftbash.  ot)^«  yont  ears^  and  let  what  I  tell  you  sink  deep  into  jroiir 

lifsn*     You  kn«>\v  me.    r?ear  Iweuty  year*  I  have  been  unKitig  you.    The  Long  Knife  b  my 

tmiloa:  I  know  Iheft  heaiti.    Peace  they  carry  la  one  hand  and  w^r  In  ihe  other    Cowstder 

now  whli^h  you  wiW  chcjoecs    We  never  l>eK  ]^me  of  onr  enemies,    Tf  you  love  your  women 

and  i-tindren.  reoetve  the  t>elt  of  wampnm  I  preseiit^ou.    Returjj  to  roe  tb«  Cftpllvoe  you  have 

s*<Ba,  nnd  n»e  IiorK'8  you  ftole  from  my  i»eopJ«i  *"  Kentucky,    Your  com  flelde  were 

1  iicd  t*y  the  Loni?  Knife  while  your  wiirriars  were  robbing  my  people.'* 

Mr*  Dalton  presented  the  chief  with  a  belt  of  l)lue  and  widt*!  ^vanipiim, 
Tliere  were  several  tril)es  represented  on  the  occasion,  bnt  Piankeshaw  was 
reeo4fnized  aB  the  head  chief  uf  ilie  most  powerfvd  tribe.  He  accepted  t]»e 
emblem  of  peace,  jurd  then  with  mnclj  diifiiity  i>f  manner,  replied : 

*  M*  iireal   rnther.   the  Lohk  Knife;    You  havt*  deen   mnhy  yeurs  amount  us;  you   htivc 

'  d  by  UB.  We  still  hope  you  will  hnve  pity  and  fompfiejiioii  UK'ti  us.  on  our  women  and 
^tiH]  the  sun  shiiu^  <in  n?^  and  the  goo^f  news  of  peace  Appears  In  our  fares.  This  i«  iho 
't  >oy  to  the  Wabaah  Indlnon.    With  one  tor  ipuc  we  now  «>pca  II    VYe  aeeept  your  penee  bolt, 

v^ ..  roeeived  tht*  tomahawlc  fwirn  the  EngH!»h.  Foveny  forced  U4j  lo  It,  We  were  folluwiHl  l»y 
wtbrr  IrP'vs.    We  are  s^orry  for  it.    To-iiay  we  wiled  thowHtterfyl  hone(»  ol  our  friends  un\ 

I  liiom  in  one  grjive.  Here  U  thf  pl[>e  itint  gives  n»  joy;  «imolte  ot  It,  We  have  hitried  the 
i.awk  :  tiave  foritied  frleudHJilpK  never  to  twj  broken,  and  now  wc«jiofc«  oniof  your  pipe. 

w  c  know  thot  ih<'  c*r«ii  Bpir!t  wm  angr^-  with  its  for  irteiiUng  your  hof*e»  fl.nd  attftckinn  your 
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(^i>|.4i:.  ilu  h(L»  *cnt  us  w)  much  tnow  and  cold  nr^thvr  iis  U)  kill  your  Kor4«9  with  our  owti. 
^We  KnMi  |HM>r  tK.'>opk*.  \V9  hope  tiint  Gj  I  Mrtlt  help  ii*»,  iLtid  Ui4t  the  L<^iijir  Ktiiftj  will  hAVp 
dmpiksMoii  ufi  our  wonu^'ii  aiid  ehfldron.  Your  people  wlu)  are  vrUh  us*  are  well,  Wt?  ahull 
tX)UiM?t  thifm  wht«ii  they  rcime  la  fmin  hunrlng^  We  love  them,  mid  »>  do  our  yoting  woman. 
^mc  ol  your  fieiipU;  mvnd  our  guiisv  otheri  tell  us  they  cnu  tujiitt  mm  ooi  of  ooru.  Tlwjr 
«rtj  now  tht'  WW**  ««  wt*.  In  rme  moon  alter  thlM  wu  will  l#ike  lh«m  Iwck  ir>  their  fii^rid*  Iti 
IC«inlTifky. 

My  Father'  Th»«  being  thi*  ilwy  of  )oy  k>  th^*  Wii»»aMh  IndlaUH.  wt?  beg  n  little  tlrop  of  your 
tnllk  mtm  to  let  oar  Wttfrlorw,  see  tJmi  li  ciune  from  youf  brvjwt.  We  vvtre  honi  and  mliv*!  In 
tlin  ww»tl«.  Wo  cvinld  never  learn  to  mdke  riini«  <iod  ha«  mode  Uu?  white  mnn  miifiter  of  ihf 
world.** 

Havin)^  tiiiiahed  hinspet^cb.  Phink»*Hlmw  presented  Mr.  Dalti^n  with  three 
striuK^  or  Wiimpum  as  a  j)le<l^e  of  peace,  Ev*?i*>'  rea<Jer  must  he  impressed 
with  the  lone  of  deHjutjuleiicy  that  pervades  this  address  and  llie  mehuieholy 
spirit  that  ankn  for  rum. 

In  all  the  various  treaties  u»d  intereflurses  for  peace  with  tijp  Indians*  the 
reader  is  freipieiitly  met  hy  the  t^^rra  **Long  Knife/'  By  tliis  expression,  of 
course.  IH  meanl  the  "white  mim/'  or  tlie  '"general  government/*  The  way 
the  term  came  to  V)e  used,  i«  said  to  have  occurred  In  this  w  ise:  A  Colonel 
(;ihson,  wiiile  stationed  nt  Fort  Pitt,  in  a  certain  atttitk  with  his  troops  upon 
li  company  of  Indians,  and  getting  into  a  hand  to  tiand  fij^lit.  cut  off  tlit^ 
hejKl  i>f  an  Indian  with*  his  swoM,  in  one  stroke.  This  struck  terror  into 
the  hearts  of  tlie  other  Indians,  who  ihnL  and  reported  t4»  their  chiefs  that  a 
pale  face  had  cut  off  the  liead  of  an  fntlian  with  a  *'Lnn^  Knife/' 

The  tiritish  tradei^s  in  (*ana<la  kept  up  their  husitiess  with  the  Indiaus^as 
before,  and.  in  direct  violation  of  the  treaty^  repleuisheil  the  fuel  thai  Wiis 
still  hurnin^jf  in  the  hearts  of  the  saviisfps  throughout  the  Ui»rthwest  ajj^ainst 
the  whiti*  people. 

The  vast  territory  lying  north  of  th**  Ohio  river  and  extending  far  weat 
to  the  MissisHippi,  was  claimed,  hy  charters  from  the  King  of  England, 
by  Connectictit,  MaHsachusetls  and  Virginia.  Each  of  these  stateti  now 
L'ondente4l  to  relimiuijsh  its  claim  to  the  general  government  with  the 
excejjtiou  of  reservations  hy  Connet^ticut  and  Virginia.  These  tw*>  state«, 
«*inharrasrted  hy  the  war,  i^tiiiued  each  a  portion  of  the  territory  for  the 
purpose  t>f  paying  its  del>t  U)  the  revolutionary  soldiers, 

Tlie  ri*gion  thus  ceded  to  ronneciictit,  lying  north  of  the  41  st  degree 
north  hititude,  and  i*xtending  frtmi  the  west  line  of  Pennsylvania  to  the 
west  line  of  what  is  now  lluro!i  county,  was  called  the  ** Western  ResetTe*" 
— **Firelands/'  It  exti'Utls  from  th(*  lake,  siuith,  to  what  is  ntiv\  knowii  as 
the  *'base  line/*  tlfty  mil(*s  wide  and  iUie  hundred  ami  twenty  miles  Itmg 
from  east  to  west. 

V'irglniaretiiined  the  lauds  lying  between  the  Scioto  and  the  Litile  Miami, 
which  was  called  the  **Virgiida  Military  District,^' 

By  these  cessions  the  general  govi*rmuent  In'came  possessed  6f  the  vast 
region  of  uninhabitc<i  terrib»ry  extending  to  the  lakes  of  the  north  and 
west  to  the  Mississippi  river,  now*  forming  the  states  of  Oluo.  ImUana, 
Illinois^  Wisctmsin  and  Michigan,  By  the  celebrateil  ordinance  of  l7^T,  no 
ie£»a  than  three  nor  more  than  live  states  were  to  be  organizetl  in  this  vji^t 
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as 


0oon  m  tnenunilier  of  white  iulmlulMtii^  wotiiil  warrant     Thrr 
Ft^l**nU  itovtniuinMil  rtow  t^slul^llshed  a  U»iTitorl;4l  goveriimitrit  over   tlitr 


113  not  fiirgwl  biffcvre  Iwiving  ihh  purt  of  our  subject  one  heautiful 
teaCTire  in  that  great  onrmioire,  eugraftofl  upiui  it  by  slavt*  owuers.  ami 
which  teiit'hes  a  lessoji  for  uietlitiition,  whwQ  l\w  pasaioiw  of  prirty  striff 
will  aihuit  of  wober  ri*tlt*i-tiou.  aaci  jjive  the  better  imrt  of  our  nature  nobler 
imj>ut»r*Ji  vLm\  h  hir^t*r  field  : 

"No  mivn  shnll  l>e  arrested  for  his  mode  of  worship  or  his  rellgiouH 

b»  '  *         ^        '"        '    V    ■    '  v>d  fnith  ahiill  bp  observed  toward  the  Intfiuui^i 
t1  l»e  taken  from  tbera  without  their  con»»*nt. 

rjj  nm*  IwolHntartf  men^ltude  in  tfuid  fcrnVwri/. 
i^^^U  of  crim*'  whetYof  thr  paHtj  sliall  havf    hfrti 

v,  compitniest  bej,(;in  to  be  organized  in  the  Atlautk'  ift^ites  for  the 
purimse  of  esttildisiiiuj^  trolonien  lt»  lUin  t'^rdtory.  Tlie  Ohio  Co m pan 5 , 
formed  i>f  t>tl!rers  of  the  iimiy  aud  soldiers  of  the  revobition,  ioeated 
between  the  Mnskingnm  au<l  Uie  lloiVkhorking  rivers*  The  governtneut 
owe<l  many  of  thene  large  sums  of  money  and  iiad  nothing  to  pay  tlieni  wilh 
but  iand-  They  Uiok  tiieir  lands  at  one  dollar  per  aere,  and  pahl  for  il  in 
IWTip  or  otfitr  trn(h'nceH  uf  thht  for  nvolMtiomiry  HmricH,  The  purchase 
inchidtMl  about  one  and  a  half  millions  of  aeres, 

John  ripves  Symmes,  (d'  Nt*\v  Jersey,  pundiased  54,000  aci^es  tietween  tlie 
Little  Miami  and  the  <  ireat  Miami  for  sixty  cents  an  acre, 

(ir«iH*ral  Hufus  Putnam,  with  his  party*  settled  near  the  mouth  of  tlie 
.Nhiskiugum  on  the  7tJt  day  uf  April,  178S,  Ojie  remarkable  feature  in  all 
thesis  early  settl^uuents  is  the  fact  that  the  colonists  were  i^enerally  men  of 
culture,  relluement  and  high  moral  worth.  They  framed  simple  coiles  of 
liiwiiand  publisheil  them  by  nailing  them  against  trees, 

The  ordinance  which  organized  the  government  was  placed  ni  the  liarids 
of  fi  governor  and  thi>*e  judges.  General  Arthur  St.  ("lair  was  appointed 
governor,  smd  immediately  proceeded  to  orgaui/.e  his  council.  Tlie  whole 
country  north  of  the  Ohio  river,  between  the  Mnskiugnm  und  Iloekhocking, 
was  designates!  as  the  coujity  of  Wasliington,  with  Manettatnf  course,  a^ 
the  county  seat.  Marietta  was  muned  in  honor  of  Marie  Antoinette,  the 
unha)ipy  uueen  of  Louis  X\^(,,  and  in  token  of  gratitude  for  the  aid 
furnished  by  France  in  tbe  i'evoluti<Hi.  Here  the  lirst  civil  conrt  was  held 
for  thr  nortkwfsU.rn  ttrrifort/,  on  the  2d  day  of  September,  17S8. 

Mathi4i8  Dcnman.  of  Xew  Jersey,  purchaseil  a  section  of  hind  and  a 
fmction*  fi»r  which  he  paid  five  shillings  per  acre.  He  laid  out  a  town  and 
called  it  I^santeville,  winch  was  afterwiu^ils  changed  into  Cincinnati.  How 
tlie  price  of  latid  hfis  increased  in  tlu^t  section! 

llKlt  iriOtMKUCK. 

The  commerce  of  ( Incinjuiti  for  the  year  ending  January  1 ,  1879,  amonnte<U 
in  vnlue  of  gt>04ls  imported  and  exported,  to  $40f*.14<i,803.  For  the  tu^sent 
yisar^  with  the  renewed  activity  in  business  of  all  kiu4lR:  the  great  production 
In  Jigriculttiml  and  mining  districts,  tlie  inci-ease  in  manufactures  and  tliH 
llEgber  \'alue8.  it  is  easy  to  see  that  they  will  aggregate  fidly  S-VMI,tmMHX>.  Of 
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Ihtt  sum  rni-  last  yenr,  $lH5,fHX»J)(M»\vere  tc^  exporti?.  and  S2i£lfXKi.00<'  hui'hH^. 
Atiiong  tlio  foniier  may  be  mentioned  |Hirk  autl  luipj  pnHliirts  at  a  vsihif  nf 
ovef  i^UMXKjAHMj;  groceries,  S5.(MMJ,(XH}:  rottun  ^IO,iMX*,(KKn  vvliisk>%5;I8,0<;»fJMKn 
niJtU  liquors,  .^2,00«>,nuO:  h<n>ts  jiiul  sluw^s,  ^5,/j<X>,0<XI:  hiitter,  ."?l,il<K(^>0:  cofTee, 
$5AXM).rMK»;  fnniilurt*.  So.(X)0,«XM);  lianlware,  $*^,UKi,iKX»:  <uL  :^H,n^X),UU(l;  tobacco, 
S15,(Xh;mkk).  Ill  imiJorte  IJierp  were  rattie  vahicd  at  $s»»mk)JHK1;  coal.  $3,000.- 
1J(X»:  coffee,  ,Ti5..5<M>,iKKj;  fotton,  SI<)A»(HK(MM):  tlonn  ;?8.<Xki jxmi;  l>oot8  autl  f^hoegi, 
$3.>WO,lK)0:  hardware,  ^.5. *XNMNM);  ho^  valued  at  Sl:i.(KH).(H:K);  sug:ar, $0,500,<JlM»; 
tu^uu'Ci).  ^10,UO<JJXIO:  whisky,  $7.0O(*,0tKn  wheat  ^,i)tX),ooa. 

Vinceimes.  near  the  western  Hue  of  liuliana,  wan  also  mafle  the  county 
Heat  of  another  connty »  hounded  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio  river,  on  the  east 
by  t\ie  Great  ^liami,  and  on  the  west  by  tlie  Wahash,  Uirger  than  ^several 
states  of  the  Union.  8t,  Chiir  proceeded  to  t)je  Missi.ssipyii  where  a  tew 
huLs  on  the  left  bank  formed  another  settlement.  Here  he  established  the 
etnmty  of  St.  Uhiir.  embracing  iiearly  the  wlude  of  Illinois, 

It  would  be  a  nource  ut  jtrieat  )deasure  to  record  lu^re  some  of  ktbe 
very  many  incidents,  of  a  mtmt  thrilling  nature,  ctuinected  with  the  eurl> 
settlements  along  the  Ohio  river  and  along  the  months  of  the  Jdiaini  and 
Mu»kingnm. 

But,  mlmonlshed  by  the  fact  that  too  many  of  onr  pages  are  lielng  taken 
luissession  of  V>y  these  reminisce nce*t,  I  will  only  tiescribe  a  few  of  the 
expeditions  that  were  tuganized  from  lime  to  time  to  snbdne  the  savages, 
hecause  all  or  nearly  all  of  these  liad  a  tendency  to  rescue  the  valley  of  the 
Sandusky  and  northwestern  Ohio  from  the  owners,  who  hy  fortie  of 
circumstances  ami  without  paper  title,  wei-e  the  moruindia  of  the  soil. 
These  expeditions  are  given  in  the  alistract  withont  regard  to  chronological 
nicety.  For  detaiK  the  kiJid  reader  will  of  conrae  penise  more  general  ami 
extended  histoi-y. 

treneral  Clark  was  a  miUtar>*  leader  of  Kentrirky,  stationed  at  tiie  falls. 
He  WHS  a  man  of  great  force  of  character  and  ccmsidenihle  military  ability. 

When  he  heard  of  the  disastrous  buttle  at  Blue  Licks,  he  resolved  to 
pursue  and  punish  the  Indians,  lie  formed  a  junction  with  Colonels  Flo>d 
and  Lc»gan.  which  gave  1dm  a  forre  of  about  one  thousand  men.  OHonel 
Boon  j<dued  the  army  as  a  vohmteer.  They  crossed  the  Ohio  on  the  ;Hlth  uf 
SeptemVkcr.  \1KI,  and  commenced  their  march  up  the  Little  Miami.  They 
l^eached  the  idd  town  of  Chillicothe.  where  they  chastiseil  the  Indians 
terribly  and  destroyed  their  lowiu  their  trruMTs  Aud  their  crops,  and  ntuiuf-d 
victoriously. 

AgaiUt  in  the  fall  of  17s»k  iiiTn-i;n  i^ug;oi  i>rg;nir/,rd  anulhtM-  gnai 
campaign  agaijist  the  savages  in  Ohio»  in  winch  many  pi\)anneut  men 
from  Kentui'ky  took  part.  It  was  the  intention  of  the  (teneral  t*)  make 
this  ex}»editii>n  Ihe  (hiishin??  Mtroke  in  "the  war  against  the  savages.  Colonel 
Flo)d  and  (iencral  Logan  with  their  trti<>ps  again  marched  on  the  Indian 
villages  on  the  8cioto,  and  laid  them  waste,  killing  many  savages.  Siujoii 
Kerdon  accompanied  this  expedition.  All  the  vilfciges  were  burnt,  and 
nearly  all  the  inhabitants  were  slain  or  taken  captives.  A  region  t>f  forly 
miles  whle  and  one  humlretl  miles  in  length,  was  laid  utterly  desolate.  The 
compimy,  under  the  command  of  Simon  Kenton,  tt»ok  no  prisoners.    It  was 
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V  t  la  wn»ak  snrli  tirribl*'  VKti^t^nnre  nT»on  the  savages  that  t!ie> 

»r  a^^uin  HTukr  mitls  upon  thr  sHllerueiitH. 

j>iin\  wHh  (Jnipml  Clark  wjis  less  sueeessf til.    His  provisiims«lH*c»inf 

f>«^  antl  a  large  number  of  Ids  lueii  deaert*^ti   litiu  to  keep  from 

Witliout  aecomplwhiiiK  anything,   he  with  his  hnlf-i«itarve(l 

ix.cii.  iri^iined  to  the  fails  of  Ohio,  foverni  with  shaine  and  confiisio!i  ai 

the  uniiiental  lUngniee  of   tlH*ir  arinsi.    The  unfoittmHte  (teneral  never 

irecovrred  from  the  blow.    He  sunk  into  profound  melancholy,  in  whielt  a1 

teuirth  he  iVm\,  4iged  and  jKion    The  failure  of  Clark  excited  the  vindielive 

Sliawneeft  i*n  the  WaVMisli.  and  ur)?ed  tliem  on  to  further  otitrajjes.     Tlie 

•winter  following,  the  ilepredaliuiis  of  the  .savages  were  exten<iHl  all  alou); 

the  frontier  o(  l^euujiylvHiua  juid  \*irgiina,  a  distance  of  over  three  hundi^il 

miles. 

It  i»  estimated  thuttietween  17S:{and  1?MK  the  Indians  killed,  woundetl  and 
tu^ik  raptive,  tifteen  hundred  men,  womeji  and  ehildren,  and  destroyed 
ty  worth  fifty  thousand  dollars,  wtiirli  Hum  at  that  time  was  eon  sidereal 
.i...ifc.  ufiie.  Tliere  wei-e  no  millionajre.H  in  thime  days.  Fortunes  were  not 
made  and  lost  in  (»ne  stroke.  Men  were  not  made  riidi  or  mined  l»y  the  sale 
or  pun'hase  of  railroad  stoeks*  and  there  wei-e  no  'imlls**  nor  '"tiears"  in 
Wall  »tr«-et;  henre  there  waa  no  Black  Friihiy  in  that  struggle  for  life. 
F  '    and  lns*t  in  a  day,  speetdations  in  railroad,  Hteaml*c»at  and 

til  Black  Fridays  in  gold,  and  the  making  of  millionaires  in  a 

ihi> .  arij  the  Diings  of  a  faster  age.    For  better  or  for  worse? 

CiKNEKAL   UARMAR's  KXPEDmON, 

III  til*  fall  of  1790,  Gen,  II*u*mar,  at  the  head  of  three  himdred  regular 
tniops,  and  about  one  thousand  militia,  was  ordered  to  march  upon  the 
hnltfUi  towns  ahutg  the  lake  and  chastise  them  to  such  a  degree  as  to  an'est 
all  future  depredations. 

On  the  21st  of  September  this  expedition  rendezvoused  at  Fort  Washingfton, 
Hud  on  tiie  following  day  commenced  their  march  upon  the  Miami  villages. 
U  took  them  seventeen  days'  hard  marching  over  a  rough  ariQ  swampy 
country  liefore  they  came  into  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy*  Meantime, 
prttviHions  became  scarce.  The  Geiieml  found  lumself  under  the  necessity 
of  sweeping  the  fi»re9t  with  numerous  small  detachments,  and  as  tlie  woo<ls 
jiwannf^c!  with  Indians,  most  of  these  parties  were  cut  off. 

At  length  the  expedition,  thus  greatly  reduced,  came  within  a  few  miles 
of  an  Indian  town.  Here  Captain  Arnislmng  wai^  oi*dered.  at  the  head  of 
thirty  regularH.  and  CoL  Hardin,  of  Keutuckv,  with  one  hundred  and  lift} 
militia,  to  advance  and  reconnoitre.  In  the  execution  of  this  order  tiiey 
suddenly  found  themselves  in  an  ambuscade  by  a  large  bmly  of  Inilians,  who 
immediately  opened  lire  upon  them. 

The  militia  gave  way,  and  the  regidars  attempted  a  nmre  orderly  retreat. 
The  Indians,  with  tomahawks  held  high  in  the  air,  rushed  upon  and  com- 
pletely surrotmded  the  troop.s.  The  regulars  attempted  to  open  a  passagi' 
with  their  bayonets,  but  they  were  all  destroyed  except  their  capbiiu  an*! 
one  lieutenant,  who  made  their  escape.  The  loss  of  the  militia  wa?*  very 
tHOing, 

3i«Jtwilhsttinding   this  heav)'  blow.  Gen,  Ilaiinar   advaneetl  upon   the 
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vilhigt^s.  whii'h  liB  found  dpaerted  and  in  ftamei^.  Uit^  IndiiiiiH  tliemst^lM":^ 
luiviniJ  fired  their  douses.  He  also  found  here  sevenil  hundred  lieres  at 
eorn.  which  he  deatrnyeii-  Marching  on  to  the  otlier  vilhiges  lie  ftuuid  them 
de»troyed  in  Die  mime  manner,  and  he  also  destroyed  the  corn  near  there. 
Then  the  aruiy  eommeneed  it8  retreat  from  the  ludiBn  countr>%  supposing 
the  Indians  to  he  sullieiently  punished. 

Aftt?r  a  march  of  about  ti*n  miles  on  the  homeward  route,  tlie  (ieneial 
reeeived  news  wliieh  led  him  to  8upi>ose  that  the  Indians  had  ndtrrned  to 
their  huruing  villages,  and  he  immeiliately  detached  eighty  regtdar  trm*p8, 
witli  nearly  all  of  the  militia,  the  former  under  the  command  of  Major 
Wyllys,  and  the  latter  under  CoL  Hardin,  with  orders  t^*  return  to  llit^ 
villageB  and  destroy  such  of  the  enemy  as  presenti^d  themselves.  The 
detaelunent  eountenuareheil  with  all  possible  sfK«ed  to  the  appointed  8|K>t. 
fearfid  only  that  the  enemy  niight  have  noticed  their  return  and  escaped 
sigain  before  they  could  reach  them.  The  militia,  in  loose  (*rder,  look  the 
adv^ance.  The  reguhirs  iiriuight  up  the  rear.  Just  as  the  tr^wips  were 
Hearing  the  town,  a  number  of  Indians  were  observed,  and  a  Jibnrp  action 
immediately  ensued.  Shortly  the  savages  tied  and  were  hotly  pursued  by  the 
militia,  who  in  the  ardor  of  the  chase  were  drawn  into  thu  wcmkIh.  quite  a 
distHnt!e  from  the  regularn. 

Suddenly  neveral  hundred  Indians  appeai-0d  from  the  opponile  t|narier, 
rushing  with  loud  yells  upon  the  regulars,  thus  unsupported  by  the  militia. 
Major  Wyllys,  a  hmve  and  experienced  oftioer,  formenl  his  men  intoascpuire 
and  endeavored  to  g?iin  a  more  favorable  siwt,  but  was  prevente<l  In'  the 
impetuous  atuick  of  the  Indians.  In  spite  of  the  heavy  tire  poured  in  upon 
them,  they  rushed  upon  the  bayonets  and  hurled  their  tomahawks  with  fatal 
iu'curacy.  Putting  the  baytuiets  aside  with  their  hinuls.  or  clogging  them 
with  their  bodies,  they  w^^re  quickly  mingled  with  the  troops,  whei^e  they 
used  their  knives  with  such  terrible  effect,  that  in  two  minutes  the  bUxMly 
struggle  was  over.  Major  Wyllys  fell,  one  lieutenant  and  seventy -three 
privates.  One  eiipttiin,  one  ensign  and  seven  pnvates,  three  of  whom  were 
wountled,  w^ere  the  sole  survivors  of  this  short  but  desperate  encounter. 
The  loss  of  the  Indians  was  abimt  equal.  The  att^ick  was  as  Hnely  conceiN  ed 
as  it  was  boldly  executed.  When  the  militia  returned  from  the  pursuit  i\f 
the  tlying  party  it  was  too  late  for  help.  They  soon  effected  their  retn*at  io 
the  main  body^  with  a  loss  of  ime  bundreil  a!id  eiglit  killed  and  twenty -eight 
wounded.  This  dreadful  slaughter  so  reduced  Gen.  Ilarmar's  army,  that  he 
was  happy  to  return  to  Fort  Washington  with  the  fraction  he  ha*!  left, 
having  utterly  failed  in  his  miBsion. 

This  diwist^r  was  followed  by  a  loud  demand  for  a  greater  force  to  form  a 
new  expedition,  which  was  alst^  acc<implishcd,  as  we  shall  presently  .see. 

ST.  ULAIK'S  IIXPEDITION, 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  17HK  ArthurSt.  (^lair,  Goveniorf»f  ti\e  northwest^ 
ern  territory,  was  also  api»oin ted  Major-General  and  Commander-in-Chief 
of  I  he  military  ffuces. 

An  army  of  two  thousiUid  men  assemlded  at  Fort  Washington.  An 
expedition  was  organi/An)  against  the  Indians  tm  the  Maumee.  A  lilockhousi* 
Whs  erected  twenty  m ilea  nonh  of  Cincinnati,  and  called  Fort  Hnmilton. 
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mth  they  erf'Heit  and  JJa^^i»^one<l  another  ff»rt  ami 
]M  It  8tv  (lair.  Still  aiiutlier  further  on  vvaw  culleci  Fort  JelTersou,  Five 
'  »iix  WP»?k8  were  employed  at  these  wi»rkH.  l*rovisi<ini*  heiianie  sejirce,  ainl 
tajM«lnt  about  ninety  miles  from  Fort  Wuahiugton,  Mxty  Keuturkians. 
l»>;uriteil  with  the  pnu'eedin^s,  shouldered  their  nniskels,  imd  in  defian<'Oof 
I  authority,  eomineneed  their  marrh  houiewurd.  Gen.  St.  Clair  was  daily 
Ipeeting  frenb  supplies,  and  fearing  that  the  deserters  might  secure  them, 
^nt  ipiite  a  force  to  protect  the  provisions.  Tliis  left  him  only  about  1.4CMI 
men.  November  had  eouie  with  itvH  st^jnuHund  ruiud.  They  were  eompelled 
t»«  cot  their  way  through  ix  dense  ft>rest,  over  wet  soil,  and  the  movement  of 
their  artillery  was  attended  with  great  ditTieuUy. 

lien.  St.  rhtir  was  aged,  intirm,  and  snfTering  greatly  with  gdut-  S4>me- 
bt>dy  was  certainly  tx)  blame  for  nndertJikiug  a  campaign  at  this  seaw^n  under 
tlirs**  rircumst^inces,  and  the  sequel  will  show  that  they  were  out-genera  led 
by  the  IntUan  chiefs.  On  tlie  third  of  November  they  reached  a  [Hiiiit  or»e 
hundred  and  t\v>*jily-live  miles  north  of  Fort  Washiu^^ton.  and  still  llfty 
miles  south  of  the  ludiatt  to^^^ls  on  the  Maumee,  which  tiiey  were  on  the 
bianii  tu  destroy.  It  was  a  tlisnial  day:  the  grotnid  was  covered  with  snow » 
m\t\  the  feet  of  the  stddiera  were  soaked  with  water.  Cutting  their  way 
t)irough  the  pathless  forest  they  retiehed  acreek,  a  confluent  of  the  Wabash. 
Here  they  campe<l  for  the  night.  The  militia  were  sent  across  tlie  creek. 
*ind  bivouacked  in  two  parallel  lines,  with  a  space  of  alsiut  two  hunilred  fcvt 
N*tween  them.  Soon  they  liatl  a  iijarLng  fire  in  tliis  inlA^rmediate  space*, 
Ubiminaling  the  forest  far  and  wide.  No  si-outs  were  sent  tuit.  for  all  were 
Utrarly  perishing  witii  cold  and  fatigue,  and  there  were  no  signs  of  any  foe. 
Bti!  the  shrewd  savages  were  watclnng  every  tnovenieTd,  and.  having  assem- 
i<l  the  camp  in  gieut  numbers,  each  sele<'led  his  position  liehiuil 
where  he  could  he  protected  and  remain  unseen.  St.  Clair's  nuMi 
were  huddltHl  closely  t4>gether^  without  any  protection,  hovering  around 
their  lUe,  On  the  other  side  of  the  creek  the  regulars  w  ere  stationed  around 
Ibelr  tires,  also,  fully  revealed  to  the  savages.  The  troops  couhl  n(*l  well 
liuve  been  put  intfi  a  more  exposed  position.  The  night  passed  away  quietly. 
Mean  whiles  the  siivages  were  preparing  for  the  slaughter.  The  day  ha^l 
rlawnedi  and  the  militia  were  preparing  their  breakfast  in  thoughtless 
confusion,  when  the  yell  of  a  thousand  savages  and  the  discbarge  of  mus- 
ketry fell  upon  their  eai-s.  Every  Indian  had  a  soldier  for  a  tjirget;  scarcely 
one  missed  his  aim.  The  slaughter  was  terrible.  The  militia  became  panic 
stricken,  and  fled  with  utniosf  haste,  many  of  them  without  their  gnus. 
Thf  y  pliuiged  pell-mell  through  tlie  creek  and  through  the  th-st  lines  of  the 
regulai-s,  and  stopped  a  tunuUtnous.  helpless  mass  at  the  second, 
Xll  tin's  was  the  work  *>f  fifteen  minutes. 

Xow  the  little  army  of  less  than  a  thousand  men  were  huddled  bigether 
in  terror-stricken  confusion,  and  exposed  to  a  deadly  tire  from  every  direc- 
Uon^  No  foe  to  be  siten,  except  when  a  savage  would  make  an  exclumge  of 
trees.  There  w*as  no  nrnm  for  bravery,  except  to  meet  death  without  a 
tremor.  There  was  no  roi>m  for  heroism,  because  the  enemy  was  invisible, 
C\d.  Drake  was  in  command  of  the  second  line  of  regulars,  and  stopped 
the  riighl  of  the  militia.  He  fonned  his  hue  and  charged  into  the  forest. 
Tlu*  wary  Indians  retired  tM'fore  him,  while  the  bullets  from  all  around  were 
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rapidly  strikiJig  ilown  Ui»  men.  As  Drake  drew  back  bis  putsitifin.  the 
Indians  i:losM*d  in  like  the  waves  ot  the  sea.  It  aeems  that  u  large  bcxlj  of 
sliarp-shootenj  had  been  detailed  especially  to  attack  the  artiller>men.  In  a 
sht^rt  time  every  man  at  the  gnus  was  »hot  down.  Within  one  liiuir  from 
the  commeneement  of  the  attack,  one-half  of  St,  Clair's  men  were  either 
killed  or  wounded,  and  ;iearly  every  horse  was  shot.  The  Indians  killed  over 
nine  hmidred  of  St.  Clair's  army*  took  seven  deld-pieees,  two  hundred  oxen, 
a  great  mawy  horses,  but  no  prisoners.  The  wonnded  were  tomaliawkeil 
and  scalped  on  the  spot.  The  Inilians  lost  but  sixty-six  warriors.  For  the 
Governor's  olticial  account  of  lhi&  disaster,  see  Abb.  History  of  Ohio,  page 

The  Gov^ior  was  himself  not  wanting  of  liravery.    He  did  all  he  could 

under  the  circnnistiUiees.  Eight  bullets  passed  through  his  clothes  and  hat. 
He  had  three  horses  killed  under  him.  The  men  who  tried  to  bring  up  the 
fourth  horse  fell  dead  with  the  animal,  and  the  invalid  tfovernnr  wajs  com- 
|»elled  bJ  retreat  on  foot,  wliich  be  did  with  wonderful  alacrity. 

An  old,  worn-out  horse  was  overtaken  and  the  (iovenior  put  upon  that, 
and  but  for  that  timely  aid  he  would  have  been  left  nptm  the  field  tu  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  savages.  Greatly  wtndd  they  have  rejoiced  at  the 
opportunity  to  apply  tlie  t4)jrtnre  of  Cra^vford  to  another  '*Big  Captain.'* 

We  are  compelled,  for  want  of  space,  to  omit  recording  any  of  the  very 
many  thrilling  scenes  corniecte<i  with  this  sad  page  of  frontier  histon.  and 
>'ill  only  mention  the  remarkable  fact  that  amongst  the  camp  followers  tliere 
were  no  less  than  two  Innuli^d  and  lifty  women— they,  with  a  great  man)  of 
tlie  men  in  the  ranks,  taking  it  for  granted  that  there  would  be  no  tight iug; 
that  the  Indians  would  sue  for  peace;  that  garrisons  would  be  established* 
under  whose  protection  they  and  their  husbands  ungbt  iind  new  homes. 
Fifty-six  of  these  were  killeil,  and  txirtured  even  more  brutiiUy  than  Hie 
men.  8ome  accfmntj*  state  that  even  two  hundred  of  tJiese  women  fell 
victims  to  savage  barbarity.  Scmie  time  after  thin  disaster  an  old  stjuaw  n  as 
heard  to  say  that  "her  arm  got  ver>  tired  that  day  scal]iing  white  men.'' 
riie  tniops  never  stopped  in  their  retreat  until  Fort  delterson  was  reuched. 
thirty  miles  away, 

Un  reaching  the  fort  and  linding  the  prcwisitma  exJiausted  there.  It  was 
thought  best  to  proceed  on  and  meet  the  wagons  loaded  with  provisions  that 
were  expected  every  day,  anti  could  not  )>e  more  than  one  or  two  days* 
marches  away.  So  the  aimy,  exhausted  ami  terrilied  as  it  was.  pressed  on 
at  U*n  oVU>ck  tliat  night  ami  met  the  wagons  the  next  moniing.  A  pari  of 
the  flour  was  immediately  distributed,  and  the  balance  sent  on  to  the  fort. 
The  main  lio^ly  now  proceeded  to  Cincinnati  and  reported  at  Fort  Wash" 
ington. 

Three  distingufehed  Indian  chiefs  leil  the  battle— lilne  Jacket,  Buckonga- 
helas  and  Little  Turtle.  These  were  men  of  remarkable  ability.  Little 
Turtle,  especially,  took  great  interest  in  bringing  bis  tribe  to  adopt  civilijta- 
tion.  lie  inquired  of  (ien.  Harrison  respecting  the  organimtiou  of  the 
national  government.  He  met  Kosciusko  in  l^hiladelphia,  in  1H1l\  and 
quite  a  warm  friendshi|i  sprung  up  between  them.  Little  Turtle  lived 
several  years  after  tlie  late  war,  ami  was  esteemed  for  his  wi9*lom,  etnimge 
and  humanity.    His  giavt*  is  iwar  Fort  Wayne. 


ISTHODUCTlo.s. 


Tlu*  most  simplt*  t'xpliinution  of  tht?  defwit  of  8t.  Clair  is,  thai  h^  wn^ 
«Mit'Kt'n«'rali»«l  by  chiefs  wlio  were  his  supf^rion*  in  Imiiim  warfare. 

-  ion  wh>  such  humane  chiefs  would  allow  these 
I  rated  before  their  own  eyesV 
Lf I  u."i  Ukt'  lUt'   Viiukt'c  way  l>y  ankiuK  si  queKtiou  to  aunv^cr  another. 
Wen*  not  the  ijiqui!*iti<iu3,  tlie  ernsailes,  the  burniugs  at  stake  carri«*<!  nti 
under  the  pi^sichinji?  of  Ltie  jehuiousj^ospel  of  Jesua  Christ,  i>h*ndin|tf  ft* v 
to  t*o^!  and  yotir  fellow-iuHu,  scenes  of  atrocity  ecjual  to  these  in  all 
horror? 

GKJfKKAI,  WAVNE's  CAITPAUKV. 

81.  Clair's  lief  eat  raised  a  fearful  storm  (^f  indignation  against  him.    He 

%va^  ;t  man  great!)  esteemed  for  many  manly  traits  ftf  cliaracter.    lie  wan 

'ly  devfited  to  the  public  welfare.     He  was  bom  iii  17S4.    He  ivceived 

^. ud  education,  studied  medicine,  joiueil  the  army  and  was  with  Gen, 

Wolf  at  the  storming  of  tinehec,  in  17i5:t.  In  the  revolutionary  war  he  was 
Aptw>lnie<l  Major-General  and  stationed  at  Ticonderoga,  Before  he  was 
iitn"»inted  Govt^nor  of  the  northwestern  tenitory,  he  was  a  raembi»r  of  the 
il  Congress,  and  succeeded  Hancock  as  chairman.  ,  He  continued 
(Governor  until  he  wa?i  removed  in  1S02.  by  Thomas  JetTersiUK 
lit  iht'd  un  thti  31st  dsiy  of  August,  1818,  poor  in  mezuis,  at  tXie  9ge  of 
4^ighly*four. 

The  i^ad  fate  of  St,  Clair's  army  spread  grief  and  mourning  amongat  the 
frordier  Hcttlcments. 

Those  in  the  Miami  t-ountry  were  abaiultnied.  Many  of  tlie  pituieers  went 
with  the  army  ai^ross  the  Ohio  river.  The  Indians  ciowded  their  ravages 
u^>n  the  settlements,  and  became  so  Ixild  i%s  to  appear  in  the  streets  of 
rincinnatt  to  spy  out  a  plan  for  an  attack  upon  Fort  Washington. 

It  Wiis  nearly  a  year  before  Congress  tookany  action  in  the  matter.  Dep- 
r»  '  'U  the  frontier  were  constaidly  going  on. 

U.  soon  after  the  St.  Clair  disaster,  achieved  a  complete  victory 
mtn  tUi-  Indians,  near  the  river,  but  statistics  of  the  same  ar«  not  very 
Accessible,  and  particulars  are  wanting. 

Xevv  troops  Were  gathered  at  the  falls  of  Die  Ohio  f<U'  another  expedition, 
tuider  the  lemlcrship  of  Anthony  Wayne,  whose  impetuosity  gave  him  the 
name  of  "Mad  Anthony." 

Wayne  was  Ixiru  in  Easton,  Fenusylvania,  onthe  iHtli  day  of  Jiumiuy. 
1745.  He  was  a  surveyor  at  eighteen*  years  of  age.  In  177o  he  raiseil  a 
-»'''» "-at  of  volunteers,  anil  Itecame  its  Colonel.  He  became  a  Brigadier- 
d»  and'was  at  Brandy  wine.  lie  led  the  capture  of  SUmy  Point.  In 
i*:r^  uen.  Washington  appoiTfted  him  successor  of  St.  Clair  in  command 
over  the  army  of  the  nortliwest. 

^  uiber,  of  171*;^  Gen.  Wavne  had  so  far  organized  his  army  as  to  be 

,  ve  into  the  Indian  country.     He  reached  Foii.  Jefferson  by  rapid 

UiiUL  hcb.    This  fort  wa^  situate  about  twenty  dive  miles  sonthwesst  of  Siflney. 

ihr  rtnmty  seat  of  Shelby  county.    He  fortified  the  camp  well,  and  called  it 

ille»  now  the  seat  of  justice  of  Darke  county.    Here  he  made  winter 

rs.     Commissioners  had  l>een  sent  to  the   Indians,  who  failed   to 

i*t»nclude  a  peiu-e,  imismuch  us  the  Indians  tieuianded  that  all  the  white 

•*»  TtUMQenta  should  be  removed  acrosH  the  Ohio  river,  and  tJie  northwest 


U)  tlit^  Indians.  Tlilt*  lueunt  resmiance.  lioih 
pivpstrtnl  for  wan  On  thp  ITtli  Uay  of  Octulit^r,  17fK^.  Lit^nl^^iiaiit  Ltwry  ami 
inisigu  n<>yrl,  witli  ninety  men,  wlnl**  psc-oi-ting  t<>  camp  iireenville  h  train  wf 
twi^nty  wa>;unH  loaded  with  grain  and  stores,  were  altarked  by  the  Indians, 
nnder  tlie  leadership  of  Little  Turtle.  Tlie  Anieiicans  wei'e  l<*lally  n>iit*Hl. 
h>8ing  hi»th  olticei-H.  tU'teen  mefi,  seventy  htn-nes  and  alJ  their  wagons. 

On  tfift  i'4th  day  of  August,  the  Governor  of  Kentucky  had  fnniished 
Wayne  with  sixteen  hundred  mount4id  vohinteers,  nnder  the  eomnniiid  of 
GtKii.  8ct>tt^  In  December,  Wayne  niove<l  np4»u  the  phice  where  HL  (lair 
was  nnited.  built  a  foi-t  and  called  it  Fort  Recovery.  The  place  im  now  in 
Menrer  comity,  and  within  one  mile  of  the  Indiana  stUite  line.  It  was  on 
<1in8tmas  day  when  th^y  pitrhed  their  tents  on  the  old  battle  ground. 
Bi^fore  tiic  men  couhl  make  their  beds  they  had  to  cjirry  away  tlie  hones, 
which  they  burierl  the  next  day.  Amongsl  Mie.se  were  six  hundred  &kuUh. 
In  many  cases  the  sinews  still  (leld  the  lxir»es  together.  Here  one  companv 
of  artillery  and  one  of  riltemeu  were  left.  The  rest  returned  to  F*>rt 
tfreenviUe- 

(ieru^ral  Wayne  then  advanced  op  tlie  A^iglaize  ti»  tlie  Manmet*.  Here  rn 
the  very  heart  of  the  eneniy'f^  rountry,  he  constructed  a  fort  and  lalled  if 
"*  Fort  Defiance, "  a  very  appropriate  name,  H^*  put  up  two  block  liouses 
directly  V»ctween  the  junr'tion  of  the  t^vo  great  strejuns.  Stout  paliisades 
ench>sed  nearly  two  acres  of  ground.  A  wall  of  earth  outside  of  the  pickets 
was  faced  with  logs,  Beyt>nd  that  a  ditch  was  dug  lifteen  fwet  wide,  eiglil 
feet  deep,  filled  by  water  from  the  Auglaize. 

The  Indiatis  in  this  region  wei-e  far  wdvunced  in  civilizntion.  by  their 
Intercourse  with  the  French,  and  the  country  around  w*as  well  cultivated. 
More  tlian  a  thousand  acres  were  in  ctnn.  .\pide  and  peach  orchards  had 
been  started,  (iencral  Wayne  Ti^turned  lo  (ireenville.  h'aving  the  ftirt 
gan'isunHl.  The  troops  under  his  command  ntnv  nund>ere<l  alnnit  three 
thnusand.  As  far  as  could  well  be  ascertained,  the  Indians  numbered 
hIkuiI  two  thousand.  Many  IJritish  otticers  and  Canadian  trmips  were 
UHHi^ciated  with  them,  still  encountging  the  savages  to  resist^mce. 

(ieneral  Wayne  was  under  fidl  ioi^truftions  from  (tenaral  Washington  as 
to  tlie  manner  of  procedure. 

The  Indians  watched  all  these  works  closely  and  resolved  tc)  make  si 
desperate  effort  to  capture  (he  forts,  On  the  SOth  of  JnneJ7n4.  some  fift^n 
hundn'd  Iinlians  witli  several  companies  of  Canadians,  witli  faces  blackened 
and  in  Inilian  coHtumes,  led  by  British  ollk-ers  in  fnll  uniform,  made  afurions 
attack  on  Fort  Recover ,  Major  McMahou  was  encamped  just  outside  ttf 
the  works  with  one  hundrefl  and  hfty  troops.  The  enemy  rushed  upon  the 
iletrtch merit  and  assailed  the  fort  fi*om  every  side,  but  were  repulsed  and 
compelled  t<»  abandon  the  held,  where  cvn  the  4th  day  of  November,  1 7V^1. 
they  had  gained  so  gn^at  a  victorj .  Major  McMah(»n,  lieutenant  Drake  and 
twenty  other  orticers  were  killed  and  thirty  wounded.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  was  very  heavy ;  the  exact  number  was  never  ascertamed  until  it 
was  disriosetl  at  the  treaty  of  (irernville. 

Gen.  Wayne  ijbeytMl  ver>^  closely  the  instructiiins  of  (tenenil  Wasbingtcui 
even  to  the  minnte  rnles  uf  laying  otT  a  camp.  Fort  Deflance  was  one 
bnndred  and  tliree  miles  from  (Greenville,    Now  Wayne  pivssed  forward 
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iMnil  «l*>wu  the  Mauim^e  tuthe  mpirl8,M4niie  forty-tlve  niiieH.auil  williin  H^veu 
toiler  of  the  oUI  K)j«li»li  Fort  Miami,  t^rect45U  Fort  De|K>sit,  Tlit*  army  tlmt 
aaeM'TuliNl  htnr  nmiilrt^nHl  twr>  tbousiiiul  rt*guliir»aiiH  t-JevVri  hiuMlrnl  rifliniii'n. 
ci^mmHmii*(l  hy  Hen*  Scott.  Sfouts  now  runjj^^d  tliroti^li  Liu*  furi^^tt  om*  of 
Vrhnnit  Willintn  VVells,  wjwfupliirerLurMl  who  had  bfPii  raisnl  hy  itie  Iraliaii^ 
unit  lU^HtTteii  tJM'iii.  joining  liis  awu  j>eoj»le.  He  was  Mm*  adontiMl  Him  o( 
rurtl«^. 

he  13th  day  of  August,  Cien.  Wayne  isgued  a  very  interesting  prtwhi- 
uijiUoii  to  the  Indian  ciiiefM.  rHpjestinj^  them  to  meet  hiui  in  j^feneml  connril, 
for  the  purpose  oC  agrefing  upon  terms  of  peaee.  His  proposition  was 
n*j>rt4Hl  in  sui»atan<'e.  They  sent  i»aek  to  Waytie  a  message,  saying:  "Jf 
Ufn.  Wa>ne  will  remain  where  he  is  for  ten  days,  and  then  send  Miller  to 
lift,  wc  will  treat  with  him;  but  if  he  iwivanees  we  will  give  him  hattle/' 

Gen,  Wayne  had  alreaily  »ent  hJH  aimy  on  the  mareh  and  met  the  messen- 
gen»oii  their  return.  ru*ar  Fort  Meig^.  They  stJited  that  the  Indians  wen* 
tfri'^'^ed  and  iniinted  for  war. 

A I  BoVlock  of  themoniingof  tlie  20th  day  of  Angnat,  W'ayne  advanced 
from  Fort  l)ef>osit  and  took  position  at  Prewjue  Isle.  ,  Here  they  met  ai^d 
ronted  the  navages  and  Hritish  forces  from  l>etn»it.  The  vietory  wa.s 
rumph^te,  and  amougst  the  dead  enemies  were  manv  whites,  armed  witit 
BritlKh  muskets  and  bayonets.  The  Americans  eneamped  for  three  thiys 
within  sight  td'  the  British  fort.  Messagi*s  were  passetl  iK^tween  (ien.  Wayne 
mul  the  eommaniler  i>f  llie  fortt  H!S  to  the  rigiit  of  the  British  to  its  tjoeupa- 
timu  Major  l'amid»ell  refnse<l  to  give  np  the  fiut*  whereupon  (ierj,  Wayne 
carefully  inspeeted  tlie  works.  The  Britisli  liad  four  linndred  and  fifty  men 
mul  ten  pieees  of  artillery.  It  was  derided  not  to  atta**k  the  fort.  Gen. 
II a rrimm,  afterwards  President  of  the  Tnited  States,  was  aid  to  (ien.  Wayne 
in  this  aunpaign.  Now  <ien.  Wayne  sent  out  his  cavalry,  whieh  laiil  waste 
the  wht»le  valley  of  the  Mainnee  fcu'  jifly  miles.  Winter  approaeljed,  and 
the  rndians  were  destitute  of  homes  and  provisions.  In  September  another 
ftirt,  fort V -seven  miles  from  Fort  Dehanee.  was  erected,  and  named  after 
tlie  tieneral.  Fort  Wayne.  Leaving  a  garrison  here.  tien.  Wayne  returned 
to  tireejiviMe  on  the  lUth  day  of  November 

Tlie  Indians,  tinis  left  in  utter  destitution,  were  atm»  anxious  for  pence, 

Accciniingly,  in  July  following^  a  general  council  wjts  called  t<Mneet  near 
t^rernvitle,  represented  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  by  the  chiefs  east  of  the 
Mississippi  river*  Negotiations  continued  for  six  weeks.  On  the  ad  day  of 
Angust  the  treaty  was  signed.  Gen,  Wayne  signed  in  l>ehulf  of  the  United 
States.  The  following  tribes  were  represented:  W^yandots,  Delawares, 
SUawnees,  Ott^iwas,  Chippewas,  Potaw^tomies,  Miamis,  Eel  Rivers.  Weas. 
Kicka|KH)s,  Piankeshan  and  Kaskaskias. 

The  treaty  of  tJreenville  ended  for  a  time  the  war  with  tlie  savages  east 
*  f  the  Mississippi.    This  was  in  reality  the  end  of  the  war  ♦♦f  the  revotutkui. 

Gen.  Wayne  never  received  the  honors  that  were  doe  liim  from  his  country 
for  the  great  sei*vices  he  liad  rendereib  At  the  dose  (»f  the  year  I7fl«^, 
ivtnnting  from  Hotroit  to  the  eastern  states,  he  was  taken  sick  in  a  lug 
rahin  at  Presque  Isle,  now  Krie.  Pennsylvania,  which  at  that  time  Wiis  a 
nniidl  hamlet  in  the  wilderness.  After  a  short  illness  be  died,  atid  at  hia 
rfsqueiit  was  buried  under  the  tlag  of  the  fort. 
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According  to  the  Trc?aty  uf  Paris,  in  1783,  the  British  luilitHO'  I">»t  at 
D«^troit,  aiul  nU  tlie  other  fr»rts  within  the  ret'ognized  boundariefi  «if  tht* 
United  Statt^s,  wore  to  Imve  lie*^n  witluirawn  *'ius  soon  jia  convenient/*  YrX 
for  more  than  ten  years  they  not  only  rettiine*!  tliet^e  post^s,  hut  supplied  tlie 
savages  wilh  niuiiiticMiH  of  war,  and  urged  tliem  to,  wm]  helped  them  mi.  in 
their  atrocities  Jigainst  t\w  frontier  settlers.  John  Jay  was  stent  over  to 
Eughuid,  as  a  special  minister,  to  nrgt»  the  amicahle  eviU-tiation  of  tliese 
forts,  (Fort  Meigs  was  one  of  them  I,  and  with  nineh  diftieulty  Hueeeeiied  in 
obtaining  a  promi?*e  that  his  request  should  t>e  complied  wiMi  l>efore  the  Ihl 
day  of  June.  17i»G.  Tlie  posts  at  Detroit  and  Maumee  wen^  acronlingly 
delivered  over  t^i  ^ien.  Wayne, 

ThereutHKi  tlie  wlmle  of  tlie  northwestern  territor>^  was  organized  into 
five  counties,  Washington  county  emhraeed  all  ttie  territoiy  l>etween  the 
Muskingum  antl  the  Little  Miami,  extending  fr<»m  the  Ohio  river  forty  miles 
north,  with  Mariettii  the  seat  of  justice.  All  that  p«»rti*>n  between  tlie  Litlle 
and  (rreat  Miami,  within  forty  miles  of  the  Ohio  river,  was  called  1 1  ami  lion 
county,  Cincinnati  the  cvauity  seat.  Knox  county  enduiieed  the  land  between 
the  Great  Miami  aud  the  Wabanh,  also  bordering  on  the  Ohio  river,  w  ith 
Vineennes  its  county  seat,  and  where  (ien.  Harris^>n,  while  Governor  of  tlie 
tenitory,  built  a  two-st4)ry  brick  house  for  a  residence,  (which  the  writer 
Haw  in  August,  lH7o,  while  stumping  Indiana  for  Tiideui,  The  eounly  of 
8L  i'lair  included  the  settlements  on  the  Illinois  and  Kaskaskia  rivers,  jts 
well  as  those  on  tlie  u]»per  Mississii>|»i.  with  Kaskiiskia  for  its  seat  of  justire. 
Wayne  county  embraced  all  the  Mauniee,  Rjiisin  and  Detroit  river^t.  with 
l>etrolt  for  its  county  seat,  taking  in  the  wlude  of  Michigan  and  a  iiarl  of 
fudiatui. 

Tiiis  vast  region,  then  embmcing  but  very  few  and  very  small  setUemenlH 
of  white  people,  reaching  fnmi  Fort  Pitt  t^»  the  Mississippi  river,  over 
howiing  forests  anrl  oceans  of  pmiries,  is  now  teeming  with  millions  nf 
liappy,  pn)sperous  and  inlelUgent  i>eople.  Where  once  the  birch  catioe  w*>is 
the  only  mode  »>f  tnivel  over  the  still  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi, 
the  stately  steamboah  with  its  comforts  aud  luxuries,  is  '  tpieen  of  all  she 
surxeys,"  while  railroads  and  telegraph  lines  cut  the  ccnuUry  in  eveiy  diret^ 
tion,  fmnishing  means  to  interchange  Inilh  thought  and  traffic. 

We  will  ia>t  undertake  a  ntore  e\tende<l  description  of  the  various  settle- 
ments madf  in  Ohio  after  the  treaty  of  (ireenville.and  refer  the  kind  readier 
U)  the  niore  elal>orate  history  of  Ohii».  conUniug  ourselves  more  citwejy 
hereafter  to  events  particularly  tending  to  affect  the  stdiject  of  our  task, 

Karly  in  the  year  17WI.  arrangements  were  nia<le  to  establish  a  cohmy  in 
that  part  of  Ohio  kni>wn  as  the  W'estern  Reserve.  A  surveying  party  was 
sent  out,  whirlu  coiusting  along  the  shores  of  I>ake  Erie,  landed  on  the  4th 
of  July  at  tht^  nioulh  of  a  little  stream  called  ( Vmneaut,  Here  Ihtiy  celebrated 
their  hinding  day  and  the  anniversjiry  of  the  birthnhiy  of  the  republic  at  the 
!«ime  time.  This  cimipany  cimsisted  of  tifly-two  pciisons,  only  tw o  of  whom 
were  femules,  Mrs.  Stiles  ami  Mrs.  Hnnii.  There  was  one  child,  The  next 
moniinglhey  commenced  the  building  of  a  lai-ge  blorkhouse.  which  was  to  In* 
their  dwelling  place  aird  store  house  at  the  ssime  time,  iind  called  H  "'Stow 
i'astle."    This  Hltle  rohuiy  Hulteretl  very  much  fr(»m  exposure,  want  of  fi»od. 
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the  iiK'lemeiicy  of  the  following  winter,  ami  disease— incidents  to  frontier 
life. 

Emigrants  l^egan  to  iU>ck  into  the  Reserve  in  considerable  nnmhers.  and 
ci»nimenced  settlements  in  varions  places— some  of  these  fifteen  or  twenty 
juiles  away  from  the  nearest  white  neighbor.  The  hardshii)s  encountered 
by  these  isolated  settlei*s  are  vasier  imagined  than  described.  It  required  a 
full  clay's  journey  I.)  iind  a  neighbor  to  assist  in  sickness,  or  any  other 
emergency. 

.Vs  early  as  17o;>  there  was  a  French  trading  post  on  the  banks  of  the 
Cuyahogji  river,  near  the  mouth  of  whi<'h  the  l)eautiful  city  of  Cleveland 
now  stanils.  Ten  years  after  the  landing  of  the  pioneers  at  C'onneaut.  a 
Mi»ravian  missionary,  Zeisb«»rger  by  name,  with  several  Indian  converts, 
left  Detroit  in  a  vessel  called  the  Mackinaw,  and  cast  anchor  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Cuyahoga.  They  then  ascendc<l  the  stream  ten  miles  to  the  deserted 
village  of  the  Ottawas.  where  they  st^ttled.  and  called  the  place  '^Pilgrinrs 
Rest."  In  the  fall  of  17JX5,  the  surveyors,  who  landed  at  Conneaut.  advanced 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Cuyahoga  an<l  laid  out  the  plan  of  a  city  which  they 
named  Cleveland,  in  h<mor  of  (ren.  Moses  Cleveland,  the  agent  of  the  land 
company.  He  was  a  lawyer  of  Canterbury.  Connecticut,  a  man  of  note  and 
wealth. 

During  the  year  179<).  the  Connecti<-ut  Land  Company  constructed  the  lii-st 
road  on  the  Reserve.  It  ran  from  the  Pennsylvania  line  to  Cleveland.  Vnmi 
Ui^.i  to  IHOU  there  was  but  one  white  family  in  Cleveland— that  of  Major 
Carter.  Emigrants  soon  flocked  in  and  made  (luite  a  little  colony  in  1801.- 
The  Tndians  swui  commenced  coming  to  Cleveland  to  dt)  their  tnuling. 
They  spent  the  winter  in  hunting,  and  in  the  spring  flocked  to  Cleveland, 
traded  off  their  furs,  and  returned  to  their  homes  on  the  Sandusky  and 
Maumee.    Other  companies  of  emigrants  followed  from  time  to  time. 

The  emigrants  to  Ohio  from  Xew  Englan<l  and  the  middle  states  usually 
traveled  in  wagons  until  they  struck  the  Ohio,  at  Wheeling.  They  then 
took  lM)at,s  and  floated  down  the  river  several  hundred  miles,  locating  here 
and  there,  wherever  friends  had  advised  them  to  go,  or  interest  led.  In  th«^ 
year  WXk  the  wlnde  white  jHipuIation  nf  the  northwestern  territiuy  was 
estimated  at  ").<Hm.i  souls.  They  were  gi-ncrally  scattered  along  the  banks  of 
the  Muskingum.  Scit)to  ami  Miami,  and  their  allluents.  to  within  fifty  mih'S 
nf  the  Ohio  river.  • 

Cincinnati  then  contained  one  iiundred  log  cabins,  about  one  dozen  frame 
houses,  and  six  hundred  inhabitants. 

I.'ol.  Massie,  a  \'irginian.  in  ITUI.  having  s;'cured  large  boilies  of  excellent 
land  west  of  the  SfitJto.  upon  the  branelies  of  Paint  creek,  ere<-ted  a  station 
near  the  mouth  «»f  the  ereek.  and  soon  after  lai<l  out  a  town  three  miles 
above.  This  town  the  Indians  called  Chillieothe.  which  means  town.  The 
town  increased  very  rajndly  in  jn'oportions.  Immigrants  were  «-onstantly 
arriving.  It  war.  the  first  town  west  nf  the  mountains  which  was  built  in 
peace  and  (luietude.  undisturbed  1»\  Indian  atrocities.  Other  emigrants 
ascendcti  the  .Muskingum  tn  /;inesville. 

The  seltlenienl^^  on  the  DeHitji  and  Maumee  ri\ers  were  ainiexed  to  the 
cuunty  of  Wayne.  Drtmji  was  Uic  s,-ai  ot'  jiisiifi-.  Twn  Jnll  regiments 
garri-i<Mi^Ml  tli»"^"   i'«»ils  in  !7  i^.     i'i\»'  i.-iiut"   ^  «  •mn'visi'd   the  \\h«>le  n<'rt! 
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wi^stern  l-errit4»ry.  Forty  miles  alnive  lliillitolht^  there  were  tlireeorfuur 
fulMits  nmr  i\w  right  \m\k  of  the  Scitito.  at  FraiikliiiUm.  now  incon'oraletl 
within  the  diy  of  CuhmitHm,  A  few  vagalxiiul  whites*  who  had  given  up 
nvillzation  for  liarburism,  were  »nttt^r«(l  ainongnl  the  Indians,  and  a»  Ihi: 
86Uh.*menls  of  ti»e  piontiers  wt*re  ext4*urled  along  the  trails  of  the  ImliaiD^* 
the  savagej*,  botii  Hhit<*  and  red,  rt*treateil  further  into  the  interior.  New 
counties  1>egiin  to  he  orgauiztnl  in  pn»portit»n  as  new  8t*ttleaieats  sprang  up 
in  every  riirection. 

For  eigWt  yeari*  Cincinnati  had  iH.'en  the  rentre  of  military  pre  pa  nit  ions, 
anil  the  nounds  of  the  hygle.  the  life  and  ihura  reverberated  through  tier 
htreetM  and  ah>ng  tlie  Idll.s  that  fringed  tlie  beautiful  stream. 

Xow  all  wan  peaie  and  order,  and  the  hum  of  bimy  life  took  tlie  plftce  Of 
war  and  preparations  for  war.  (Uncinnati  stiirted  on  l«*r  great  miitHion  of 
eominercird  greatnes**. 

The  strongest  tide  of  emigration  flowed  lulo  the  vidley  of  llje  Srinto,  ;Sif 
fiimous  for  its  fertility,  its  level  plains  and  ricli  Ijottom  lands.  The  <  i4)Vern<u' 
organized  a  new  fouuty,  ealled  Kosa,  of  whirh  t'hillicothe  wa»  the  t*eat  i>t 
justice.  There  were  then  hut  three  cabins  between  tliis  town  and  the  Hock- 
hocking  riven  The  countr>^  aJH)ut  Lancast^'r  liehuiged  to  the  VVyandoU, 
where  they  hml  a  town  of  Inirk  hulit,  containing  a  pfipidatittu  of  about  livh 
Jiundre<l,  whi>  gnidnally  withdrew  to  their  brethren  at  Tpper  Sandusky. 

This  vear  {ITMj,  m  shown  by  tlie  census  taken  at  this  time,  tlie  populati<m 
of  the  t-erritory  amountinl  to  live  tliousiuai  free  white  males.  The  people 
were  theicfoiv  entitlotl,  by  the  ordinance  of  1787.  t<»  what  was  called  a  second 
gra<le  of  terntorial  g(»verument.  Gov.  St,  ("hiir  accordingly  issuetl  a  prtwla- 
mation  rtrdering  an  eleftitui  to  be  held  in  the  several  counties  on  the  third 
Alonday  of  December,  following,  ti»  elect  twenty  reinesentatives  to  serve 
iiis  a  Lower  IJoase  of  th«^  Territtuial  Legislature, 

The  men  elected  were  gentlemen  of  the  first  order  tif  intelligence  and 
piitriotism,  and  were  urusnipasstMl  by  any  legiahilive  body  that  has  mrt  in 
Ohio  at  any  lime  hitherto.  They  met  at  Cincimiati  on  the  tirst  Monday  in 
February,  l7ii^K  Edward  Titlhi  was  *me  of  tliem.  He  was  afterwards  elected 
(Governor,  as  we  shall  presently  see.  Tliis  Territorial  Legislature  nominal4?d 
ten  men  to  the  President  t>f  the  United  Stales  t^j  sene  as  a  Legislative 
.  CoujicU. 

The  tlrst  regular  session  of  t!u*  LegiBlature  was  to  Iwjield  at  Cliiciiniati 
on  the  Hilh,  but  did  Ui»t  tu-ganize  until  the  *it>th  of  September,  and  continued 
for  nearly  three  mv»utl*s.  It  is  said  that  tlie  address  of  the  (ifivernor  was 
remarkable  for  Hs  polished  diction,  ('apt.  William  H.  Ilanisim,  subse- 
quently I*resident  of  the  Unit**tl  Suites,  wa»  elected  nrstdelegat4?ttil'ongrfSi*. 

finigress,  in  order  to  prevent  hirge  bo<lies  of  hind  from  falling  intti  tlir 
hands  of  spi^cnhitors  who  would  che(*k  emigi*ation  l)y  greatly  advancing 
the  price,  devised  a  mode  of  survey  and  sale,  by  whlcli  the  public  huuls 
8hi>ul<l  1h»  laid  off  into  small  tiact^  and  held  open  for  sale  to  any  individual, 

III  ls<x>  TnimUull  county  was  organized  in  the  Western  Reserve,  and  an 
immense  popuhition  llowed  in  from  PenuHylvania.  In  ISOI  the  state  of 
rounecticut  rclifupiishcd  her  claim  of  jurisdiction  of  the  AV'cslern  Reserxe, 
;  nd  received  a  title  in  fe*»  simple  of  the  soil  from  the  rnited  States. 

fn  Ihe  session  of  18<H»,  (Congress  divided  the  u«>rthweslern  territory  inUi 
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|two  |iart»*     Tile  easteni    portion,  whifb  (Hmtjiin^d   hhh>i)  i^qinm*   iiiilt*»* 

f-(|  tUo  rejfioim  of  Ohio  ajul  Mlelnjrnn.    This  was  still  vi\\W*\  the 

Hteru  t^rritc»r> .    Tlit*  balance,  riilkHl  the  Indmii  t**rritory,  oomprisod 

-«i!  u»r'  ♦  <mntr>  frDtj*  Ihe  Cheat  Mi:uni  to  the  Missiasippu  and  from  the  Otiio 

iHvt^ron  Iht*  sontlr  u>  L.ik*»  Snperitir,  ami  the  HoiireeH  of  the  Missinsippi  i)h 

[tJif  north,  etmtaining  iso.fMXi  square  miles,  n*»w  eiphmeetl  in  tlie  statoH  of 

nlinois*  IiMliftjia  ami  Wisconsin. 

miOANlZATIOX  UF  OHIO  AS  A  s^TATK  I*0\^KBNME?IT. 

In  c«>nH«>«iuenre  of  hiRuwfnl  defeat.  Gov.  St.  Clair  lieeame  very  unpot»nlHr, 
aiv  kIkjwii  hy  the  th*8t  election  of  Governor.  The  census  of  1H(XJ  showed  a 
IHipulntion  uver  whitli  he  presidetl  i>f  4ii.iMH)«  a  nnuilier  lar^jie  enough  to 
entitle  the  territory  toadttiission  into  the  Uniiui  as  a  state.  Petitions  wei^e 
presented  to  congress  for  that  purpose. 

On  tlie  :K)th  day  of  April,  18U2.  an  act  was  passed  by  Congress,  jmtl  ion  zing 
the  call  of  a  colnention  U»  fc»nn  a  state  cotistitution  for  a  state  to  be  calleil 
Uw  Stale  of  Ohio. 

The  conventiim  ajssemhled  at  Ohillicothe  on  the  1st  day  of  Xoveinher,  and 
;  €Mi  the  ^tHh  of  the  same  month  a  constitution  was  ratified  arrd  signed  hy  the 
members.  It  became  the  fundamental  law  of  the  state  without  being  left 
tiiai  vote  by  the  people,  and  remained  such  for  nearly  fifty  years  thereafter. 
The  cunstitntion  created  three  departments  of  gttvernment— exectitive^ 
t<*gi:^liitiv^e  uiid  judicial.  The  legislature  was  cc m»piised  of  a  senate  and 
liousr  of  representatives.  The  judiciary  department  was  vest4^*d  in  the 
liiipreme  comt,  ciriMiit  courts,  and  justices  of  the  peace.  The  judges  were 
electrtl  by  joint  bullot  <»f  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  for  a  peritxl  of 
nt\tm  ytnirs.  The  justices  of  the  peace  were  elected  hy  the  people  of  e:i<'h 
U>wnf*htp  for  three  years,  as  now.  St.  ( Mai r.  as  a  candidate  fur  (Tovernor, 
received  but  few  votes.  Edward  Tithn  whs  almost  the  unanimous  clioire, 
Ithv  Irtuindaries  of  the  stale  were  fixed  as  they  now  are. 

Jly  actof  congress  the  sixteenlh  se<-tion  in  each  town*ihip  was  set  apart 
ii^t  the  ns«*  of  sch*M)ls.    The  sidt  springs  were  reserved  to  the  state. and  three 
iwr^ent  nf  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  public  hniils  was  tt)  be  ust*d  for 
tion  of  roads. 
I  legislature  organized  seven  new  counties.    There  were  now 

llfteiin.     The  whole  northwestern  part,  being  more  tlian  one-half  of  the 
^tsite,  WHS  in  the  possession  of  Indians. 

The  first  court  In  Greene  county  was  held  in  a  log  cabin.  Gen.  Beniamin 
\Hiitroan  was  the  presiding  judge.  He  had  a  friend  by  the  name  of  Ihivis 
who  luvl  a  mill  near  by.  While  the  court  was  in  session,  Davis  uml  aiiother 
man,  wliom  Davis  luid  accused  of  stealing  his  hog,  had  a  fight,  and  Davis 
whipped  him.  With  his  luiir  and  clothes  hatlly  disheveled  and  bruises  on 
his  face,  he  came  into  court,  and  approaching  the  table  wht*re  the  judge  sat» 
Jiddre?«sed  his  neighl»or  tluis :  *'Heu..  I  have  whipped  t!jat  cussed  bog  thief. 
Wbat*8  the  damage?  What's  to  pay?  There's  my  pnr.se.  Take  what's 
right.'*  He  put  down  his  purse  and  shaking  his  cten<'hed  fist  at  tlie  judge, 
rimtinue*] :  '^Hen.,  if  vou'd  stejii  uiy  hog  I'll  l>e  hanged  if  I  wouldn't  whii> 
yon  l4H)."  Eight  dcdtars  paid  fme  and  costs. 
There  'is  also  a  goo<l  story  told  Unit  oc<!nrn*d  some  time  afterwanis  widle 
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Jiiilge  Tiip|»aii  wan  tni  Un*  l>*^nfli  in  si»iir»  foirnty  in  the  Miami  v;ill4*y,  Tb** 
fourl  wan  held  hi  a  loj^  **uhjn  arul  ii  stable  itloHe  by  wtus  u»e«i  as  a  jail.  A 
trial  had  jiisl  ht^u  rhmed  ami  the  judge  was  charging  the  jury.  The 
flefemhinl  in  the  case  was  a  man  \vln»  had  an  enems  in  the  crowd.  Thin 
man  spoke  out  on'asionally  and  appntvinglv  of  what  the  jmlge  said, 
lie  wan  an  old  friend  of  Jndge  Tapjiaii  and  felt  |K*rfeet!y  at  Hbeity  in 
ajjeakinj^  to  the  jndjje  at  any  time,  as  he  pleased.  Jndge  Tappan  was 
near-si jfh ted.  and  when  this  man  in  the  crowd  would  repeat  hisintenuptions 
by  saying,  **That*s  rii?ht!  jk'ivp  it  to  him  jndgre,"  n^ive  it  to  him  old  ^rimlei 
rye."  eU'.,  the  judj^e  stnpiied  in  his  ehar^e  to  the  jury,  and  asked  :  **\Vho  i^ 
that  man  maldhK  this  ilititurimner  y*'  The  man  sjHjke  np  and  saiti:  "IVa 
this  old  horse,  judj^e !"  Judge  Tappan  then  spoke  up  quickly  a^d  said: 
"Sheriff!  tiike  thai  «dtl  tiorse  to  the  stable  an(i  feed  him  on  breatj  and  water 
twenty-four  licunsl"  Th^  order  was  promptly  executed  and  the  court 
prt>ceetled. 

There  was  neither  a  pleasure  rarriajje  nor  a  bridge  in  the  state  at  thiw 
time.  Men  wore  homespun  and  buekskin  clothes.  Women  wore  iinsey 
wtHdsey :  and  tlax.  hemp  and  Wi»ol  A^ere  alt  the  materials  from  which 
dt»thinji?  was  constructed  for  Sunday  wear,  siiun  by  the  family  ar»d  woven 
by  the  family  or  at  the  loom  of  some  nei^hb<u\  Settlers  wc.re  compelled  t»» 
keep  th»^8  f<»r  the  protection  of  iheir  calves,  sheep,  lutgs  and  ptudtry. 

Asa  ^4*ncnd  ruh^  the  rille  was  used  to  keep  the  family  m  meat  fn»m  the 
game  in  the  forest. 

Ohio  was  now  a  state  and  a  member  of  the  Fedend  I'nion,  »tartin^ou  her 
|ir«ud  career. 

The  tirst  legislature  met  at  Chillicuthc  on  the  tirst  day  of  March,  INUH, 
Tlie  territorial  laws  were,  so  far  as  was  Ihoujfht  practicable,  emlirat*ed  in 
the  new  state  laws.  Judges  were  elecieil,  ctairts  oi*gani35ed.  tlie  practice 
regulated  and  provisions  marie  for  l)je  election  of  justices  of  the  peace.  A 
secretary,  an  autlit<n'  ami  a  treasurer  of  state  were  appointed  and  their 
duties  prescribed.  Laws  were  passed  for  leasijij;  school  hin<ls  and  sjdl 
reservaticius.  Seiiators  vven*  elected  to  <  'on^rt^ss  and  laws  ]iassed  for  the 
cdection  of  mend>ers  to  the  Honse  of  Reynesentatives. 

While  this  legislature  wjts  in  session  the  tieaty  fiir  the  purchase  of 
I^uisiaiia  was  concluded  with  France  under  President  Jefferson, 

The  secoml  (Jeneral  Assembly  met  in  rhillicothe  in  December.  hStJci.  At  ihi-^ 
session  laws  were  passed  enal>ling  aliens  to  hold  title  U>  lauds ;  to  make 
appropriations  of  the  tluee  per  cent,  fund  for  roads,  to  imv>rcjvo  the  revenm- 
f«58tem,  to  regulate  the  duties  of  justices  and  couslaiOes,  to  regidate  the 
c^ommon  law  and  idiancery  practice  of  the  state.  <In  iHtHMOthe  hiws  were 
rc\ifted.|  tien,  Lewis  Tass  was  the  t^rst  person  admitted  to  practice  hiw  in 
the  uorti  J  western  territory. 

Alxiut  tliis  time  the  Indians,  who  had  lM'have<l  well  from  the  time  of  tht* 
treaty  ttf  tireenvLlle.  tiegan  to  resist  the  tide  of  enrigratiiMi  setting  in 
westward.  The  celelualcd  Tecuniseh.  aided  and  encouraged  by  HritiHli 
inthience  and  suppcjrted  by  his  brotlu^r,  *^The  Pr(jphet,'\s4»on  made  it  evident 
that  the  west  was  again  alwjiit  to  expeneme  a  repetition  of  savage  warfiire. 
In  IHII  (ien.  Harrison,  liovernor  of  tlie  Indian  Territory,  I'esiding  at 
Vlucermea,  marched  against  the  town  of  "The  Prophet,*'  upon  the  Waba&b. 
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\  RfTfviM  «t  'rip].ief»aiiof  iJij  liif  <Uh  »»f  Nm f  uiUt^r.  This  wjis  their  itrini'lrml 
titwii.  Here  lit*  wsis  aittt  by  Jiuliiiu  me>ist^ngers  with  vrhnm  au  ajfreeint'iil 
wa»  aiiulk*  iftat  hdstilities  sljoiiUl  not  tjike  \Anrt'  hefoiT  the  next  mornint*  ami 
lliut  th**ti  un  amicuMe  muference  i^houM  l>e  held.  Just  het'oit*  <iay-hivaK. 
hciw<^vi*r,  th«  salvages,  in  violation  of  their  eMjtrairenient,  tijiitie  a  siutUlen  mid 
ftition»  attack  uihui  the  tr«>o|>H  in  their  eneumpmenl.  Nothing  Init  tlie 
lirwantion  of  nleepiug  in  onler  of  baHU%  on  tlieir  arms,  saved  the  troop* 
from  a  toUil  defeat,  >iitiet<*en*r\vet>tiethsiif  Oen.  IlarrisotrB  men  ha^l  never 
hreu  Iti  atiy  battle,  hot  they  l>ehaved  in  exeeUent  manner,  like  veterans. 
Ueti*  Hani3M>n  had  only  aliont  seven  hundred  nien.  The  Indians  were 
nearly  a  thon>^Hnd  j^tron^^  The  AmeriraiiH  lowt  thirty-^even  killed  arnl  one 
hundred  aiid  fifty  wuund*^d.  The  Indians  UksI  forty  killed,  Thi*  nntnl>^r  of 
iftoundnl  w;i>»  unkiuiwn.  The  little  town  of  The  lVoplu*t  was  laid  in  ahlie&. 
The  hulians  were  left  very  mueh  enraged  Hgiiinst  the  govertiment*  Harrifton 
rv»inmt'd  to  Vineennes. 

An  in<ident  most  be  recorded  here  tluit  oeeuned  in  that  year  whirhjn  its 
Ixtarltiif  on  the  futnre  qt  Ameriea,  was  woith  more  tlian  u  thtnisand  battles. 
*•  A  steamboat  Htarti^d  from  Fittsbm-gh  down  the  Ohio  River  l>otind  fr»r  New 
UrleaiiH," 

The  I  mil  All  name  of  Tecnmseh  means  **Crotiehirig  Panther."  The  name 
of  "The  Prophet*^  was  **OllinnehieH/'  They  were  twin  lirothers  of  the 
8^4iwnee8  tribe.  *'The  Pn^'het"  was  an  orator  of  j^eat  renown  and  ii 
rvli^iouH  teatdier.  Tetumseh,  from  his  abilities  as  a  waiTii>r  and  statesman, 
%nulil  have  attained  eminenee  in  any  nation  of  the  ghdre.  They  were  Utrn 
iteiir  t'hillteothe. 

The  rennlt  of  the  battle  of  Tippeeanoe,  no  doubt,  ilrove  tbousands  of  the 
Indians  into  the  service  of  tlie  British  in  tlie  late  war  with  the  Tnited  SUiteji, 
the  elements  for  whieli  were  then  aheady  gathering  proportions. 

In  IHV2  the  seeoiHl  war  with  (ireat  Britain  ('omnienretL  A  eonneil  of 
Indians  and  British  met  at  Maldeu  InM'anada.  A  Wvandt»t  Chief,  Walk-in- 
the-Wat*r,  a  great  warrior  and  i>nit4>r,  was  present.  Rorind  Tlead,  another 
Wyandot  Chief  from  Canada,  and  two  other  Wyandot  Chiefs*  together  with 
Terumseh  and  his  brother,  pledged  their  support  to  the  British. 

Itlaek  tloof^  aiintlier  Wyandot  Chief,  was  friendly  to  the  Amerieuns.  He 
IS  .>iH>ken  of  as  a  noble,  generttns  man.  and  a  great  ttrator.  Ho  w^as  also 
Betw»Hn'the-U»gs.  anotlier  Wyandot  Chief  whom  t!ie  unthDi'  once  saw  at 
Tvmorhtee. 


lNi:iDKNT8  IN  THK  WAR  OF  1H12— Ff»KT  .^fKl08.  FORT  STEVENSUN. 

Ri'tortb  j.  Meigs  was  (iovernor  of  Ohio.  William  Hull  was  Governor  of 
tlie  Territory  of  Mieiiigan.  Hnll  was  ordered  to  raise  troops  and  tjike  I'harge 
tof  the  post  at  Detroit.  Ohio  raist^d  three  regiments  of  volnnteers  for  three 
tuonlhs.  Tliey  rendezvimsed  at  Dayton  and.  when  joined  by  a  regiment  of 
regulars,  ivnndtered  2.o(M>  men.  They  reaclierl  the  Manmee  at  Perrysburgh 
on  the  aOth  of  June,  I'j  days  after  leaving  Dayton,  with  KMI  wagons.  The 
hmmI  liad  tn  be  ent  for  nearly  the  whole  distanre.  1L*0  miles,  th rough  swimips 
and  dense  forests.  They  rrossed  tln^  Manmee  iji  boats  and  reaehetl  I»etroit 
tm  the  Mb  of  Jnh.  Tlie  Britisli  ereeted  a  but  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
liviiT,  and  on  the  15th  of  Angtist,  Gen,  Broek,  the  British  commander, 
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mimrncinf^l  Hull  to  siirrt*iif!er.  Tl»is  \mnii  refusal,  they  vonmwui'v*\  to 
iMimhjir*!  HT»fl  storm  \h**  fort.  The  British  force  roiwisiHl  of  seven  htmchN^Hl 
re4,tiUii*s  and  six  hundrerl  sBva^i^i*.  '  , 

The  Americans^  except  tlieir  i*OTnmaii<lt^r,  were  atixitnis  and  rt^ji*l>  lor 
battle.  Their  immberft  <*Xfeeded  that  of  Uie  enemy  hy  fi^'o  U)  one.  When 
every  Boldier  in  the  fort  was  waiting  f4>r  the  order  U^  fire,  tliey  were  ordered 
to  lay  df)Wn  their  aruiH.  whieii  they  reliKtautly  olteyetl  and  a  white  flag  was 
raii&ed  t>n  tlie  fort. 

•'Witiiout  siiedding  a  drop^of  Wood," says  Atwater,  without  !irinjf  a  single 
*^un,  the  tort  with  all  its  earnioris.  taken  with  Bnr^oin  at  Sarato^jja  frtaii  the 
British,  with  a  vast  amount  of  powder,  lea^I.earnion  halls  ami  all  munitions 
of  war,  all,  all  were  nni'on<Htionally  snrrpudered  U)  the  enemy.  Lei  us  aee: 
:2,.iOn  men  with  all  their  arms;  *J^t  pieces  of  inm  cannon,  and  H  bniiss  ones: 
40  harrels  of  VM>wder— all  were  nnrrendered  to  almiU  1,<KH^  militia  and  a  few 
Indians,    Cush  and  Mc Arthur  were  amon^jHt  the  pri^imers. 

The  whole  of  Mit^hij^n  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Britifth. 

Two  years  thereafter  lien.  Hall  wan  ttied  hef(«re  a  court  martial  and 
nentenced  to  be  shot  for  cowardice*  hut  President  Madison  remitted  tht* 
Hentenee. 

After  the  disaster  of  Gen,  Winfiiester,  Gen,  Ilarrison  withdrew  hi8  forces 
from  the  Maumee  ta  the  Sandusky.  Early  in  Febrnary  he  returned  t^»  the 
Maumee,  liowevcr,  ajul  established  his  extreme  advance  i^nrnt  at  Ihe  h'fl 
bank  ami  built  Fort  Mei^s, 

He  had  a  force  of  2.0(Kt  men.  I u  early  8^l^n^f  Proctor  moved  upon  this 
fort  witi  I  3  :S^  I  m c  n ,  1  ,h( « i  i  if  w  h  i >tii  were  1 1  ul  i  ii n  s  u  nd  t^  r  Tecu  m  se h ,  P ri>ctor 
waa  certiun  of  succest*  and  promised  Tecuiuseh  to  deliver  Gen.  Ilarrismi 
over  to  him  as  a  captive.  After  four  days'  tiring  from  hift  batteries.  i*i'ocU»r 
dematided  the  t<urren<ler  of  the  fori.  This  was  refused,  Ilaniscm  havin}^ 
anticipated  the  attack  had  sent  na^Hsengers  t^i  the  Ooveniors  of  Ohio  luid 
Kentnrky  for  aid.  The  call  was  promptly  resjmnded  t^i,  and  troops  were 
sent  forwant  immediately.  By  this  lime  the  Indians  had  completely 
invested  the  fort.  Twelve  hundred  KentJickians  wei-e  now  uearinj^  the  fart 
and  j-eccivcd  orders  from  (ien.  Harrison  to  lan«l  mi  tlit?  op]M>silc  side  of  thf 
river,  and  spike  the  kuus  of  the  linlish  battery,  (Jen.  flay  landed  his 
Kentuckiiins  m  onlered,  fol.  I>udley  led  the  attack  on  tlie  baitfTJes  and 
drove  the  Briti.sh  fnau  the  ^ims  and  spiked  them.  Had  Gen.  Harrison's 
(»rders  l»een  pi<uujitly  obeyed  and  had  the  Kentuckians  returned  to  the  fort 
as  they  were  ordered,  all  woidd  have  lieen  well;  but  the  troops  were  so 
determined  to  llnish  the  work,  that  instead  of  retnrninj^.  they  tti.sobeyed  and 
followed  a  band  of  Indiajis  who  led  them  into  an  ambush,  lien,, Harrison 
and  his  4dll(*ei^  shouted  to  tl»em  frtmi  the  fort,  t<»  return,  but  they  pei-sisted 
in  their  pusuit  when, i»ua sudden,  twice  their  tmmher  of  Indians  rose  upand 
cut  off  their  retreat.  They  t»peued  a  severe  lire  upon  like  iroi»ps  anil  those 
that  were  not  slaughtered  were  taken  *raptives,and  made  to  run  the^^auntlet, 
A»  smai  as  Tecnmaeh  heard  of  this  butchery,  lie  ran  up  and  stop|ied  the 
ciirnatfe. 

In  tlie  niiarht  following,  the  savages  were  eookiug  their  meal  in  a  large 
kettle  over  the  tlre»  ch^se  by  their  camp.  Tlu\\  had  strings  tied  Ui  each 
miiuu.    On  a*>meof  these  strings  was  the  flesh  of  Americans  they  had  slain. 
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(ieii.  Harrison  kept  up  the  lire  from  the  fort  for  s<»iiie  time  into  tlie  nij^lit. 
Before  morning  Pnu'tor  raised  tlie  seige  and  left. 

From  the  eomman<l  under  Vol.  Dudley  of  eight  hundred  men,  only  one 
hundred  and  fifty  eH('a]»ed.  All  the  rest  were  either  killed  or  taken  prisoners. 
The  I0S.S  of  tlie  garrison  during  the  seige  was  (»ne  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

Harrison  repaired  to  the  southern  part  of  the  state  for  re-enforcements, 
leaving  Gen.  (rreen  Clay  in  command  of  the  fort.  On  the  :30th  of  July, 
MTouts  reporteil  that  PnK-tor  was  again  asi'ending  the  river,  with  a  force  of 
•>.QOU  men,  including  Indians  under  the  command  of  Tecumseh.  The  Indians 
alone  numl)ered  4,000.  There  were  but  a  few  hnndretl  men  <lefentling  the 
fort  and  the  situation  looked  hopeless.  Tecumseh  instituted  a  sham  fight 
near  the  fort  to  draw  the  garrison  out,  and  many  of  the  men  were  of  the 
opinion  tliat  the  fight  was  between  the  Indians  an<l  the  aniving  troops  from 
scuitheni  Ohio.  It  was  almost  impossible  to  restrain  the  men  in  the  fort 
from  making  an  attack  upon  the  Indianfv.  They  were  on  the  verge  (»f  a 
mutiny,  and  it  re<iuired  all  the  cool  resolution  that  (ien.  (May  was  i)Ossessed 
of  to  keep  onler. 

l^M*tor  again  raise<l  the  seige  and  withdrew  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sandusky. 
A  vigorous  atta<»k  ujwn  the  fort  and  in  the  absence  of  help  from  theoutsitle. 
the  surrender  of  it  would  by  all  human  probability  have  l)een  a  <iuestion  of 
a  few  hours.  The  ignonmce  of  Troctor  as  to  the  condition  of  th(»  fort,  was 
tlie  bliss  of  (ien.  Clay. 

Tlie  closing  scenes  of  the  late  war  in  the  west,  and  esi)ecially  the  battle 
of  Fort  Stevensiui  and  Perry's  victory  on  Lake  F>ie,  being  in  the  valley  of 
the  Sandusky  river  an<l  near  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  seem  to  make  a  very 
proper  commencement  of  the  history  of  Seneca  county,  and  at  the  same 
time  close  the  Introduction,  whidi  gave  the  reader  a  bird's-eye  view  and  a 
short  hist4)ry  of  the  north-western  territory! 


CHAPTER  1. 


BATTLE  OF  FORT  STEVENSON- HARRISON  AND  CROGHAN-FORT  SENECA- 
DEFEAT  OF  THE  BRITISH  —  WIPINGSTICK  —  PERRY'S  VICTORY  ON  LAKE 
ERIE-BATTLE  OF  THE  THAMES-DEATH  OF  TECUMSEH. 


WHKRE  the  beautiful  little  city  of  Fremont  now  stands,  there 
was  once  a  small  Indian  town,  composed  of  wigwams  oru 
the  high  banks  of  the  river,  and  some  near  the  shore.  This  town  was 
inhabited  by  Wyandots,  who  had  several  other  towns  along  the  banks 
of  the  Sandusky  river.  They  distinguished  between  these  Sandusky 
towns  by  calling  one  the  "Little  Sandusky,"  the  other  ** Upper 
Sandusky*'  and  this  lower  one  "Lower  Sandusky."  The  whites 
afterwards  added  another  Sandusky  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and 
called  it  Sandusky  City,  which  still  bears  that  name. 

At  this  Lower  Sandusky,  which  retained  that  name  for  a  long  time, 
Cieneral  Harrison  had  a  fort  erected  and  pickets  put  up  enclosing 
about  one  acre  of  land,  and  called  it  Fort  Stevenson.  The  pickets 
around  the  fort  had  old  bayonets  put  into  them  near  the  top,  to  prevent 
scaling  them  with  ease.  It  was  both  a  garrison  and  a  trading  house. 
The  works  were  not  sufficient  to  hold  more  than  two  hundred  men. 
The  defense  of  this  fort  was  entrusted  to  a  heroic  young  man  by  the 
name  of  Cieorge  Croghan,  who  was  then  major,  and  but  twenty-one 
years  old.  The  only  piece  of  artillery  in  the  fort  was  one  iron  six 
pounder,  which,  at  this  writing,  is  still  mounted  on  its  carriage,  standing 
on  the  ground  where  the  fort  used  to  be,  and  is  familiarly  known 
amongst  the  people  of  Fremont  by  the  name  of  "Old  Betsy." 

About  twelve  miles  up  the  river,  on  the  left  bank,  was  another 
stockade  called  Fort  Seneca,  with  one  hundred  and  forty  men,  where 
(ien.  Harrison  had  taken  position  to  rendezA'ous  his  troops,  and  from 
which  he  could  protect  the  large  amount  of  property  which  was 
collected  along  the  valley  of  the  river.  Gen.  Harrison  was  informed 
of  the  approach  of  the  British  and  the  Indians,  and  sent  Mr.  Connor 
and  two  Indians  (Senecas)  to  Major  Croghan,  with  instructions  to 
abandon  the  fort,  burn  it  and  all  the  stores  he  could   not  take  awav 
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and  report  to  Fort  Seneca.     But  the  messengers  got  lost  in  the  woods, 
and  did  not  reach  Fort  Stevenson  until  ii  o'clock  next  day. 

Major  Croghan,  being  of  opinion  that  he  could  not  retreat,  sent 
back  the  following  answer: 

"Sir — I  have  just  received  yours  of  yesterday,  lo  o'clock  p.  m., 
ordering  ra^  to  destroy  this  place  and  make  good  my  retreat.  It  came 
too  late  to  be  carried  into  execution.  We  have  determined  to  maintain 
this  place,  and,  by  Heavens,  we  can!** 

Gen.»  Harrison  immediately  sent  Colonels  Wells  and  Ball,  supported 
by  a  corps  of  dragoons,  with  a  very  severe  reprimand  to  Major  Croghan, 
and  relieving  him  of  duty,  putting  Col.  Wells  in  command.  Major 
Croghan  returned  to  Fort  Seneca  with  the  dragoons  as  a  prisoner. 

Gen.  Harrison  was  fully  satisfied  with  the  major's  explanation  and 
immediately  restored  him  to  his  command,  with  instructions.  Soon 
the  scouts  reported  the  advance  of  the  British,  while  the  Indians  began 
to  show  themselves  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  The  British 
gunboats  came  in  sight  and  landed  troops  one  mile  below  the  fort. 
The  Indians,  four  thousand  strong,  displayed  themselves  in  all  directions. 
The  British  placed  in  position  a  five  and  a  half-inch  howitzer  to  open 
fire  upon  the  fort.  Gen.  Proctor  sent  Major  Chambers  with  a  flag  to 
summon  a  surrender.  Major  Croghan  dispatched  ensign  Shipp  out  of* 
the  gates  to  meet  him.  After  the  usual  ceremonies,  Major  Chambers 
said: 

**Gener.il  Proctor  demands  the  surrender  of  the  fort,  as  he  is  anxious 
to  spare  the  effusion  of  blood,"  etc. 

To  this,  ensign  Shipp  replied  that  the  commander  would  defend  the 
fort  to  the  last  extremity,  etc.,  and  that  if  the  fort  should  be  taken 
there  would  be  none  left  to  massacre. 

The  enemy  then  opened  fire  with  their  six-pounders  from  the  boats, 
and  the  howitzer  on  shore,  which  was  continued  through  the  night 
with  very  little  effect.  Maj.  Croghan  reserved  his  fire.  He,  however, 
occasionally  fired  his  gun  from  different  points  to  make  it  appear  as  if 
he  had  several  pieces  at  his  command. 

The  fort  was  surrounded  by  a  dry  ditch,  nine  feet  wide  and  six  feet 
deep.  On  the  middle  of  the  north  line  of  the  fort  there  was  a  block 
house  front  which  this  ditch  could  be  raked  in  either  direction,  by 
artillery.  Here  the  piece  was  placed,  loaded  with  slugs  and  grape 
shot.  Now,  the  artillery  of  the  British  was  placed  on  the  shore  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  fort. 


Fr-im  this  ba::ery  and  :he  h-'w::/.er  :hc>  iu»i:rci:  .iv.  "':cr.>e  r.ro  ■,:i'*«^i'i 
rhc  nonhwe>:  L'.»rricr  of  ihr  f-^r:.  I  a:e  in  :hc  r.:-;h:  iicr..  IViVii^r 
«»piered  an  assault.  They  came  wiihi:!  :wir.i\  '.aics  o:"  :hc  tor;  l>c:"orc 
they  could  be  Li:>co\erea.  I'hcr.  a  *;aH:ri:  fire  was  junircii  ir,»on  ihoni 
I'rom  the  iori.  but  the  Hriti>h  pressed  Torward  aiui  leaped.  in:o  ;hc 
ditch.  le«i  by  Col.  Short. 

The  masked  port  hole  was  then  i]uiv  kly  opened,  and  the  six-poundici 
spit  vrrape  and  sluj^s  throui^h  the  i  rashin^  hones  and  ipiiverin*;  norvoN 
Oi'  more  than  three  hundred  men.  at  the  very  mouth  o:"  the  jZun.  V\)c 
carnage  was  terrible.  Fifty  fell  at  the  first  discharge.  A  lumuliuou^ 
retreat  ensued.  Two  other  a>saults  were  easily  repelled  by  the  riilemcn. 
Col.  Short  had  just  ordered  his  men  to  leap  the  ditch,  cut  down  the 
pickets  and  i;ive  the  Americans  no  quarter,  when  he  lell  into  the  ditch. 
mortally  wounded.  He  hoisted  his  white  handkerchief  on  the  euti  oi 
his  sword  and  begged  for  that  mercy,  which,  a  moment  before,  he  had 
ordered  to  be  denied  to  his  enemy.  The  assault  lasted  about  one  half 
hour.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  not  less  than  one  hundreil  and  tiny. 
The  garrison  reported  one  killed  an^l  seven  >lightly  woundcil. 

In  the  gloom  of  the  night  the  British  hastened  away  with  their  boat>, 
leaving,  in  their  haste,  one  boat  loaded  with  cU>thing  anvl  miliiarx  storc>. 
<  )n  the  next  morning  seventy  stand  of  arms  and  some  j»i>ti^ls  were 
picked  up  around  the  fort. 

So  far.  general  history.  In  connection  with  this,  one  o(  the  mosl 
brilliant  military  achievements  in  the  late  war  with  dreat  Britain,  we 
will  relate  an  incident  that,  as  tar  as  my  knowledge  and  research 
extends,  has  never  been  published. 

The  Reverend  James  Montgomery,  who  was  appointed  ageni  U»r  the 
Seneca  Indians  under  President  Monroe,  a  sketch  of  whose  lile  is 
found  elsewhere  in  these  pages,  took  charge  of  his  agency  in  lSll^  lie 
here  became  intimately  accpiainted  with  all  the  chiefs  of  the  Senecas 
Amongst  these  was  a  man  known  by  the  name  of  Wijiingstick.  He 
was  a  very  intelligent  and  trustworthy  Indian,  highly  honorable  ami 
reliable.  He  often  related  to  Mr.  Montgomery  the  following  narrative 
concerning  the  part  he  was  ordered  to  take  in  the  aflair  at  Kort 
Stevenson.  I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Sally  Ingham,  the  only  surviving 
child  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  will  also  be  given 
herein,  for  the  narrative.  She,  too,  often  heanl  Wipingstick  relate 
the  affair  to  her  father: 

(len.  Harrison  had  learned  enough  of  \Vipingsti<k  to  trust  him.  On 
the  day  before  the  battle  at  Fort  Stevenson,  (Icn.  Harrison  sent 
Wipingstick  with  a  letter  to   Major  Croghan,  with    instru(  lions  mimI   a 


46  HISTORY    OF    SENECA    COUNTY. 

signal.  When  the  Indian  arrived  near  the  fort,  and  to  make  himself 
agreeable  to  the  British  and  the  Indians,  he  cursed  the  Americans  in 
the  most  approved  style. 

When  he  saw  that  the  coast  was  clear  and  that  he  was  himself 
unobserved,  he  approached  the  'fort,  peeped  through  the  pickets, 
wrapped  the  paper,  with  his  handkerchief,  into  a  ball  and  threw  it  over 
the  pickets  into  the  yard.  Lounging  around  under  the  bushes  a  little 
while,  he  observed  his  hanSkerchief,  in  the  same  form,  fly  over  the 
pickets  again,  falling  outside.  It  contained  an  answer  from  Major 
Croghan  to  Gen.  Harrison.  With  this  Wipingstick  made  his  way 
through  the  forest  to  Fort  Seneca,  and  reported  to  Cxen,  Harrison  the 
same  night.  This  was  the  evening  before  the  battle,  which  was  fought 
on  the  2d  day  of  August,  1813. 

Wipingstick  was  a  Seneca  chief,  then  about  thirty  years  old,  and  h:ul 
a  wife  and  one  child.  He  was  a  man  possessed  of  many  noble  traits  of 
character,  truthful,  hospitable,  friendly  and  honorable.  He  was  five 
feet  four  inches  high,  squarely  and  compactly  built,  very  muscular  and 
active.  He  had  a  pleasant,  open  face,  pleasing  voice  and  was  very 
talkative.  At  the  war-dances  he  was  the  leader,  and  carried  a  war-club 
abput  eighteen  inches  long,  with  a  ball  at  the  end  of  the  handle  and  a 
swell  at  the  other  end.  This  club  was  cut  full  of  hieroglyphics  and 
was  painted  red.  He  danced  with  the  club  in  his  hands,  swinging  it, 
yelling  and  whooping,  which  he  kept  up  for  a  long  time,  and  until  the 
sweat  would  drop  from  his  face. 

He  attended  Mr.  Montgomery's  funeral,  and  seemed  very  much 
affected  by  the  loss  of  his  old  friend.  The  families  of  Montgomery 
and  Wipingstick  were  very  intimate. 

On  the  next  day,  after  the  battle  of  Fort  Stevenson,  Gen.  Harrison 
came  down,  but  the  Indians  had  fled  across  the  country  in  the  direction 
of  Fort  Meigs,  and  the  British  down  the  river. 


BATTLE  OK  LAKE  ERIK — BATTLE  OF  THE  THAMES — DEATH  OF  TECUMSEH. 

Now  both  parties  made  vigorous  preparations  for  a  naval  battle, 
to  decide  as  to  who  should  be  master  of  the  lake  and  its  shores. 
Detroit  was  still  in  the  hands  of  the  British.  In  a  few  months  the 
government  had  nine  vessels  ready  for  service,  carrying  fifty-four  guns, 
and  manned  by  about  six  hundred  sailors  and  marines.  The  fleet 
anchored  just  ofl*  the  mouth  of  Sandusky  bay,  and  sailed  from  there  to 
Put-in- Bay,  a  harbor  on   one  of  the    islands  of  the    hike,  and    about 
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thirty  miles  from  Maiden,  where  the  British  fleet  was  riding  at  anchor. 
Commodore  Barclay  had  six  vessels,  carrying  sixty-four  guns,  manned 
by  about  eight  hundred  men. 

On  the  morning  of  the  loth  of  September,  1813,  at  sunrise,  the 
British  fleet  was  discovered,  in  full  sail,  in  the  distant  west.  Commo- 
ilore  Perry  immediately  got  under  way  and  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
bearing  down  upon  the  enemy.  He  hoisted  his  flag  with  the  motto: 
*'Don't  give  up  the  shipl''  which  was  greeted  by  the  cheers  of  the  crew. 
For  two  hours  the  hostile  fleets  approached  each  other  with  that  dead 
silence  that  always  characterizes  the  immediate  attack  at  sea.  Kvery- 
thing  on  the  American  fleet  was  order  and  discipline;  no  noise,  no 
bustle.  The  men  stood  at  their  guns  with  lighted  matches,  watching 
the  enemy,  waiting  for  orders  and  occasionally  glancing  at  the  coun- 
tenance of  their  young  commander. 

At  fifteen  minutes  after  eleven  a  bugle  was  sounded  on  the  Detroit,, 
the  advance  ship  of  the  enemy.  Loud  cheers  burst  from  all  their  crew, 
and  a  tremendous  fire  was  opened  upon  the  Commodore's  flag-ship, 
the  Lawrence,  which  she  was  compelled  to  sustain  for  forty  minutes, 
on  account  of  the  shortness  of  her  guns,  without  firing  a  shot.  Now 
all  the  other  vessels  of  the  enemy  were  drawn  around  the  Lawrence, 
with  the  determination  to  destroy  her  first.  Perry's  other  vessels  could 
not  come  to  her  aid  for  want  of  wind.  For  two  hours  the  doomed 
vessel  withstood  this  terrible  bombardment,  while  but  two  of  her  guns 
could  be  used  in  her  defense.  Through  all  this,  perfect  discipline  was 
observed  among  Perry's  men.  The  Lawrence  was  reduced  to  a  wreck. 
Mangled  bodies  were  scattered  all  around.  All  the  crew,  except  three 
or  four,  had  been  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  last  gun,  fit  for 
service,  was  worked  by  the  Commodore  himself,  and  his  officers. 

It  was  now  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Ca])t.  Llliot,  of  the  Niagara, 
brought  his  vessel  into  close  action.  Commodore  Perry  left  the  Law- 
rence in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Viirnell.  and.  taking  a  boat,  weni  over  to 
the  Niagara,  where  again  he  hoist(.:d  his  flag  with  the  dying  words  of 
Lawrence.  He  brought  all  his  vessels  within  ])istol-shot  of  the  boats 
of  the  enemy,  and  0]»ene(l  a  murderous  fire  from  all  his  boats,  which 
was  kept  up  until  every  ship  of  the  enemy  struck  its  colors. 

The  engagement  lasted  three  hours.  Never  was  a  victory  more 
decisive  and  complete.  The  American  squadron  took  more  prisoners 
than  they  themselves  had  men  on  board.  The  principal  loss  of  the 
Americans  was  on  the  Lawrence,  wlicre,  of  her  crew,  twenty-two  were 
killed  and  sixty  woinuU-d.  The  lo>s  of  mU  the  other  v^-ssels  was  but 
five  killed  and  thiriv-six  wounded.     'Ilu-    Uriti-h   Ins^  was  nmrc  severe. 
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Commodore  Barclayt  who  had  lost  an  arm  at  Tralalgar,  now  lost  the 
other  abo,  and  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  hip  beside.  The  loss 
on  the  American  ships  in  all,  killed  and  wounded,  was  one  hundred  and 
twenty-four.  The  loss  of  the  British  was  over  two  hundred,  killed 
and  wounded,  and  six  hundred  were  taken  prisoners.  Every  British 
vessel  was  taken.  Commodore  Perry  sent  word  to  den.  Harrison,  at 
Fort  Meigs,  sayingr  **We  have  met  the  enemy  and  they  are  ours/' 
The  next  day  the  funeral  obsequies  of  the  fallen  officers,  on  both  sides. 
look  place  near  the  margin  of  the  bay.  in  an  appropriate  manner.  The 
cj"cw^  from  both  fleets  united  in  the  ceremony.  What  a  lesson!  Ves- 
lerday  botl}  parties  were  engaged  in  deailly  strite;  to-day  they  join 
their  sympathies,  associate  as  brothers  lo^)ay  the  last  tribute  of  respect 
to  their  fallen  companions. 

On  the  29th  of  September  Gen.  Harrison  took  possession  of  Detroit, 
there  being  no  tbrce  there  tu  resist  him,  and  again  the  whole  [jeninsula 
was  thus  restored  to  the  United  States. 

Gen.  Proctor,  with  his  army  and  disheartened  hiciians,  was  t)n  a  rapid 
retreat  into  the  heart  of  Canada.  The  river  Thames,  which  empties 
into  lake  St  Clair,  then  ran  through  a  wild,  unbroken  forest.  Proctor 
was  pressing  his  retreat  along  its  valley. 

Gen.  Harrison  lel\  Detroit  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  to  pursue  the 
foe,  with  a  force  of  over  5^000  men.  The  mounted  intantry  were  com- 
manded by  Col.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky.  Proctor  was  i)vertaken  on  the 
5th,  at  a  point  where  the  Thames  protected  one  flank  of  his  army,  and 
a  great  marsh  the  other.  The  Indians  were  stationed  in  the  forest 
beyond  the  swamp.  This  spot  was  about  eighty  miles  northeast  of 
the  mouth  of  the  river.  Proctor  had  under  his  command  one  ihciusand 
British  regulars  and  eighteen  hundred  Indians,  under  the  romtnand  of 
Teeumseh, 

The  British  were  routed  and  ran  away.  Gen.  Harrison  then  turned 
upon  the  Indians,  routing  and  killing  them.  Proctor's  loss  was  sixty- 
nine,  killed  and  wounded,  and  six  hundred  prisoners.  The  Indians 
left  one  hundred  and  fifty  dead  upon  the  battle-field,  Tecumsch 
amongst  them. 

This  Cul.  Johnson  here  mentioned  was  Col.  Richard  M.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky^  who  afterwards,  in  1836,  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  reader,  who  remembers  the  wonderful  presidential 
campaign  of  1840,  will  also  remember  how  hard  the  Democrats  tried 
to  prove  that  Col.  Johnson  himself  killed  Tecumseh,  and  how  equally 
hard  the  Whigs  tried  to  prove  that  it  was  not  trtie.  The  question  is 
still  an  unsettled  one.     Mr.  Abbott,  in  his  history  of  Ohio,  proves  the 
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Utter  falsity  of  the  assertion  that  Johnson  killed  Tec  uniseh,  wl\ile  Mr. 
Knapp,  in  his  history  of  the  Maumee  valley,  is  so  well  ronvimed  of 
the  fart  that  he  proves  it,  even  by  affidavits,  beyond  all  (juestion  of 

iioubt. 
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CHAFER  II. 


FOURTH  OF  JULY  CELEBRATION  ON  PUT-IN-BAY-ORGANIZATION  OF  A  MON- 
UMENTAL ASSOCIATION  -  CELEBRATION  OF  PERRY'S  VICTORY  -  LAYING 
OF  THE  CORNER-STONE  —  SPEECH  OF  ELUTHERUS  COOK  -  SPEECH  OF 
DR.  PARSONS  AND  THE  OTHER  THREE  SURVIVORS  OF  PERRY'S  FLEET. 


R^XURRIN(;  again  to  the  incidents  of  the  battle  of  lake  Erie, 
the  author  hopes  that  a  description  of  subsequent  events,  inaug- 
urated to  erect  a  suitable  monument  to  the  memory  of  Commodore 
^erry  and  his  braves,  on  Put-in-Bay,  may  not  be  considered  out  of 
place  here.  Fearing  that  the  occurrences  I  am  about  to  describe  may 
become  lost  to  history,  and  conscious  of  the  fact  that  the  reader  will 
find,  in  the  addresses  of  the  Hon.  Elutherus  Cook  and  Dr.  Parsons, 
the  best  description  of  that  eventful  scene,  I  have  no  apology  for  giving 
them  a  place  in  these  pages,  and  especially  because  certain  citizens 
from  Seneca  county  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  movement. 

An  effort  was  put  on  foot  amongst  very  many  distinguished  and 
patriotic  men,  in  a  number  of  counties  bordering  on  lake  Erie,  to  erect 
a  monument  on  Gibraltar  rock,  Put-in-Bay,  to  the  memory  of  Commo- 
tlore  Perry. 

In  the  year  1852,  five  4:om|>anies  of  the  Ohio  volunteer  militia 
decided  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  American  Independence  by 
holding  a  three  days'  encampment  on  the  renowned  and  beautiful 
island  of  Put -in- Hay. 

The  following  finely  equipped  and  disciplined  companies  assembled 
on  the  island  on  the  evening  of  July  3,  1852: 

Bay  City  (luards,  Capt.  R.  R.  McMeens,  of  Sandusky. 

Sandusky  Vsegers,  Capt.  Louis  Traub,  of  Sandusky. 

Sandusky  Artillery,  Capt.  L.  A.  Silva,  of  Sandusky. 

Washington  (iuards,  Capt.  William  Lang,  of  Tiffin. 

Tiffin  Artillery,  Capt.  T.  H.  Bagley,  of  Tiffin. 

Capt.  Mc  Meens  was  chosen  commander  for  the  occasion.  The 
weather  was  delightful.  The  green  and  rocky  fringe  around  the  bay; 
the  broad,  blue  lake;  the  presence  of  a  host  of  happy  men,  women 
and  ( hildren:  the  imposing  martial  appearance  and  strict  discipline  of 
the  military:  *'ihe  army"  passing  in  grand  review  before  Cien.  Isaac  A. 


KOIRTH    OV   Jl  LY    CKl.KBRATION    OX    PIT-IN-HA\.  S' 

Mills,  and  his  aid.  Col.  A.  A.  Camp,  and  thc^  eloiiiient  sernmn  ilelivered 
by  the  Rev.  E.  R.  Jewett  made  that  Fourth  of  July  Sunday  on  l*ut-in- 
Hay  a  fixture  in  the  memory  of  all  who  were  there. 

This  was  the  first  military  (  elebration  ever  held  on  the  island.  In 
the  evening  of  the  third  day,  when  the  ramp  was  about  to  break  up. 
ihe  tents  being  strui  k  and  everything  |)acked  to  get  on  board,  the 
artillery  under  Capt.  Hagley,  were  ^ring  their  farewell  gun.  As  the 
last  shot  was  being  fired,  and  Frederick  Roller  was  ''sending  home" 
the  last  cartridge,  it  exploded  and  threw  Mr.  Roller  a  great  distan<  e. 
He  fell  near  the  edge  of  the  water,  being  batily  burnt  in  the  fai:e,  losing 
one  eye  and  having  a  (Tip])led  han<l  for  life.  He.  however,  gradually 
recovered,  and  is  still  amongst  the  living.  'I'his  sad  o(:<:urren(:e  was 
the  only  circumstance  that  marred  the  pleasures  of  that  ever-memorable 
Fourth  of  July  celebration. 

During  the  first  trip  of  the  steamer  Arrow  from  Sandusky  to  the 
island;  a  preliminary  meeting  was  held  on  board  for  the  pur|)ose  of 
organizing  a  monumental  association,  and  with  a  view  of  erecting,  at 
some  suitable  place  on  the  island,  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Com- 
modore Perry. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bronson  was  chosen  chairman,  and  Mr.  Henry  1). 
Cooke  secretary.  On  motion  of  Pitt  Cooke  a  committee  of  i'wG  was 
appointed  to  draft  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  meeting 
in  reference  to  the  erection  of  a  "Miionument  on  (iibraltar  rork,  Put- 
in-Bay, commemorative  of  Perry's  victory  on  lake  Krie.  and  in  honor 
•  if  the  dead  who  fell  in  that  memorable  engagemenl." 

Messrs.  J.  .\.  Camp.  \V.  I'".  Stone,  Wtn.  S.  Mills.  11.  D.  Cooke  and 
Rev.  W.  Pitkin,  were  ap]M)inted  such  (. oinniitue.  Mr.  ^tone  ^^as 
appointed  lc»  lay  the  proceedini^^s  of  the  meeting  and  the  resolutions 
before  the  assemble*!  crowil  at  Put-in- Hay. 

When,  on  Momlay  atternoon,  the  masses  a>send)leil,  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  the  preliminary  meeting  were  approved,  and  a  com 
inittee  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution  ihr  the  organi/ation.  Rev. 
lewett  in  the  chair,  'i'he  committee  ha\ing  withdrawn,  returned  and 
reported  a  short  constitution.  It  provided  that  any  j)erson  paying  one 
dollar  to  the  treasurer  should  thereby  become  a  member.  A  board  of 
managers  was  ap])ointed,  and  an  executive  committee. 

(ien.  Lewis  Cass  was  chosen  President. 

Col.  J.  J.  Abert,  C  S.  To|)ographical  Fngineer,  \Va>hingion  City: 
Hon.  Klisha  Whittlesey.  Commodore  R.  F.  Stockton,  (ien.  Cadwalader. 
Philadelphia;  lion.  Reuben  Wood.  ( )hio:  .Mayor  John  (\.  Camp,  San- 
liusky:   ('apt.   Stephen   Chamberlain,    liullalo:   J.  A.  Harris.   Cleveland. 
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and  Judge  Burnett,  of  Cincinnati,  were  appointed  vice-presidents.  My 
lamented  friend  Dr.  R.  R.  McMeens  was  secretary,  and  took  a  very 
active  i)art  in  the  movement.  Some  funds  were  collected,  and  so  the 
matter  rested  until  1858,  when  the  executive  committee,  consisting  of 
K.  Clook,  Wm.  S.  Pierson,  F.  S.  Thorpe,  J.  A.  Camp  and  R.  R.  McMeens 
issued  a  card  dated  Sandusky,  Ohio,  September  i,  1858,  calling  a  mass 
meeting  for  the  loth  of  September,  1858,  to  renew  the  proceedings 
instituted  on  the  4th  of  July,  1852.  "This  was  the  most  glorious  and 
thrilling  spectacle  witnessed  on  lake  Krie  since  the  day  of  Perry's 
victory.  The  cities  and  towns  along  the  shores  of  the  lake  poured  out 
large  delegations  of  people.  The  bay  itself  presented  a  most  grand 
and  glorious  pageant,  crowded  with  a  fleet  of  magnificent  steamers, 
sail  vessels  and  yachts,  all  decorated  with  gaily  colored  banners, 
streamers  and  pendants,  while  a  battery  of  fourteen  brass  cannon 
waked  the  echoes  of  old  P>ie  with  a  welcome  that  made  the  old  rocks 
of  Gibraltar  tremble  with  their  reverberation,"  says  Dr.  McMeens. 

Some  of  Perry's  old  veterans  were  there,  old  men  who  had  heard 
the  firing  during  the  battle,  statesmen,  soldiers,  women,  children — all 
animated  and  inspired  with  the  soul-stirring  scene. 

Ten  steamers,  three  yachts,  and  twenty  other  sailing  vessels  anchored 
in  the  bay.  ^ 

ICight  thousand  people  gathered  in  groups  about  the  shore. 

(iovernor  Chase  was  chosen  president  of  the  day.  A  number  of 
vice-i)residents  and  secretaries  were  appointed;  also,  a  committee  on 
exercises,  (ien.  J.  W.  Fitch,  of  CMeveland,  (now  Lieutenant-(lovernor) 
was  marshal  of  the  day.  Mr.  Klutherus  Cooke,  of  Sandusky,  deliveretl 
the  oration. 

F<Hir  of  the  survivors  of  the  battle  were  present:  Captain  Stephen 
Champlin.  who  fired  the  first  and  last  gun  in  the  conflict;  William  Blair, 
of  Lexington,  Richland  county,  Ohio;  Thomas  Brownell,  of  Newport. 
Rhode  Island,  who  was  second  in  command  of  the  schoimer  Ariel,  and 
Dr.  Csher  Parsons,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  the  surgeon  of  the  flag-ship 
Lawreni  e  at  the  time  of  the  battle,  were  introduced  to  the  vast  assem- 
blage in  the  order  named,  and  were  greeted  with  wild  applause.  They 
ea<  h  made  short  speeches,  expressing  their  gratitude  for  their  kind 
rccei)tion.  and  Dr.  Parsons  gave  a  highly  interesting  description  of  the 
battle,  the  treatment  of  the  wounded,  and  incidents  of  the  surrender 
of  the  enemy.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  odes,  poems  and  songs  that  were 
read  and  sung  can  not  find  room  here.  One — only  one  of  these  gems 
— must  not  be  overlooked,  however.  It  is  the  production  of  my  old, 
limented  friend.  Dr.  R.  R.  McMeens,  the  secretarv  of  the  monumental 
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association,  whose  friendship  is  cherished  still,  thon«^h  he  has  longsini\.' 
passed  away.  A  short  sketch  of  the  life  of  the  doctor  will  be  Toiind  in 
Chap.  XXVIII.  

THK  ISLANDS  OF  KRIK. 


By  R.  R.  McMkkns,  M.  I). 


Thf  Islands  of  Erie  arniyed  in  full  dress, 
Knn>l)e  the  lake  scene  with  stranj^e  h)\i»lin(»ss. 
As  >(orj?eonsly  decked  in  bright  verdure  they  lie. 
In  the  soft  mellow  ha/.e  of  the  still  autumn  sky. 
Xo  more  brilliant  gems,  though  lauded  they  be. 
Ever  gleamed  ''mid  the  groups  of  the  old  (irecian  sea. 
They  cinde  the  storm-brewing  gates  of  the  west 
To  soothe  the  "mad  spirit"  of  Erie  to  rest. 
And  lend  their  slight  forms  to  the  rage  of  the  sea 
To  shelter  the  storm-tossed  in  suceoring  lee ; 
Or,  like  sentinels,  seem  to  be  pointing  the  way 
To  the  harl)oring  arms  of  Indd  "Put-in-Bay.** 

When  the  winds  breathless  sleep  in  their  caverns  of  peace. 

How  sylph-like  they  sit  on  the  lake's  lucent  face. 

Or  mirrored  in  beauty  on  crimson  dyed  wave 

AMien  the  sun  silent  sinks  in  her  gold-tinted  grave. 

And  the  purple  horizon  <le])ends  as  a  shroud. 

Of  a  tJH)estried  mantle,  in  folds  of  rich  cloud. 

Then  deepening  so  gently  upon  the  ]»ale  glow. 

So  sombre  and  s<nl,  scarcely  seeming  to  know 

When  the  last  Hitting  ray  of  fading  twilight 

Merges  in  darkness  and  death  gl(»om  of  night. 

OhI  Islands  of  Erie,  how  many  a  scene 
Of  shipwreck  and  battle  around  you  have  been  .' 
How  many  a  gallant  young  hero  went  down 
When  Perry  and  sailors  won  glorious  renown  I 
You  stand  as  proud  monuments  over  the  dead. 
Who  sleep  at  your  feet  in  their  coftiidess  bed. 
While  the  winds  shriek  or  whisper  a  requiem  sigh. 
And  the  waves  join  in  murmuring  a  fond  lullaby. 
And  the  mariner,  gliding  along  by  your  side. 
R«»counts  all  their  deeds  with  emotions  of  pride. 

Oh  I  Islands  of  beauty,  on  Erie's  broad  breast 
That  smile  in  the  sunshine  like  havens  of  rest : 
Or  when  the  storm-god  in  his  wrath  wildly  rav<^s. 
Like  ^'sisters"  of  mercy  hang  over  the  waves. 
E'er  bloom  in  your  freshness  as  lovely  as  n<)w. 
To  enrapture  the  eye  and  make  the  heart  glow. 
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(Jovcrnor  Chiisc,  the  chairman,  opened  the  meeting  with  a  few  l)rier 
remarks -of  welcome.  Thereupon.  Mr.  \V.  S.  Pierson,  chairman  of  the 
<()mmittee.  reported  the  foUowing  list  of  permanent  otticers  of  ih^- 
association,  viz: 

Tresiclent — Hon.  F.ewis  Cass,  of  Michigan. 

\'ice-Presi<lents — Hon.  Isaac  Toucey,  of  C'onnecticul:  Dr.  Usher 
Parsons,  of  Rhode  Island;  Sidney  Brooks,  of  Rhode  Island:  Thoma> 
Brownell,  l\  S.  N.:  (Jov.  Klisha  Dyer,  Rhode  Island;  \Vm.  Wetmore. 
I'.stj.,  Rhode  Island:  Hon.  Kdward  Kverett,  Massachusetts;  Hon.  W. 
H.  Seward,  New  York;  August  Belmont,  Eaq.y  New  York;  Hon.  Millard 
Fillmore,  New  York;  C'apt.  Stephen  C'hamplin,  New  \'ork;  Gov.  \V.  !'. 
Packer,  Pennsylvania:  Win.  (i.  Moorehead.  Kscj.,  Pennsylvania:  (Ion. 
S.  i*.  Chase.  Ohio;  S.  Starkweather,  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Klutherus  Cook. 
Sandusky,  Ohio;  I..  Collin^,  Toledo.  Ohio:  Ro^^  Wilkins.  Detroit. 
Michigan;  John  Owen,  Detroit,  Michigan;  Col.  Toihl,  Kentucky;  Col. 
John  O'Kallon,  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  J.  Y.  Scammer,  Mscp,  Chicago,  Illinoi>: 
Hon.  John  Wentworth,  Chicago,  Illinois:  ('apt.  J.  P.  McKinstry.  V .  S. 
N.;  C'ommodore  Jos.  I.anman,  C  S.  N.;  I.ieut.-(ien.  Winfield  Scott, 
I  .  S.  A. 

On  motion,  Wm.  S.  Pierson,  of  Sandusky,  wa ;  chosen  treasurer,  and 
Dr.  R.  R.  McMeens,  of  Sandusky,  corresponding  secretary. 

A  committee  of  management  was  then  also  appointed.  The  following 
letters  were  then  read  by  Mr.  Pieruon: 

WAsiiiN<rn)N  City,  S^pt.  «,  IKiH. 

Dkak  Siu:  — your  invitation  to  ine,  to  form  (me  of  tlic  numerous  assc-m- 
hlag«»  which  will  meet  at  Put-in-Hay  on  Uie  10th  inst.,  has  just  I>een  nveivecl. 
an.!,  while  I  thank  you  for  rememI»erinK  me  in  ciHinection  with  that 
int  ii^sting  occasitHi,  I  regret  that  it  will  1k»  out  of  my  iM)wer  to  avail  my.self 
of  your  kinihiess.  as  I  shall  be  neeessiirily  det^iined  here  by  my  public?  duties. 
But  though  absent,  I  shall  not  the  less  participate  in  the  feelings  of  gratitude 
and  exultation  which  the  event,  you  propose  to  commemorate,  is  so  well 
calculated  to  inspire  in  (»very  American  breast.  The  victory  of  IVrry  upon 
l/ike  Erie,  not  far  from  the  pliu'e  of  your  convocation,  on  the  ioth  of 
Si'ptember,  IM.S.  was  one  of  the  most  gh)rious,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
imiHU'tant  achievements  recorded  in  our  military  annals. 

I  was  with  the  army,  then  encamped  in  y<»nr  region  of  country  durin^r 
that  hard-fought  battle,  where  we  were  all  awaiting,  with  anxious  solicitude, 
the  operations  of  the  lleets,  as  the  ctunmand  of  the  lake  was  es.sential  to  our 
movements,  and  now,  after  the  elapse  of  alm<»st  half  a  century,  it  woifM 
rejoice  nu'  to  hear  m\  fellow  citizens  to  recall  and  recount  the  glories  of  that 
memorjibledav, 'mid  the  scenes  where  they  were  gained,  and  which  the> 
will  ever  illustrate.  It  is  gcMMl  for  the  Anierican  i>e()i>leto  assemble  together 
in  the  time  of  their  strength  to  commemorate  the  <leeds  of  patriotism  and 
valor  which,  in  the  time  of  their  weakne.ss,  enabled  our  countrv  to  pass 
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safely  thruiiKli  tlie  trials  to  which  she   was  exiMwed.    Such  a  trihiitc  of 
ileparted  worth  is  tho  ohjc^ct  of  the  pn>posc<l  convocation,  and  I  hejr  leave 
to  express  my  deep  syinpfithy  with  the  feelinj?s  which  have  prouipte<l  it. 
With  much  repinl  I  am,  di»ar  sir. 

Voui-strulv, 

LKWIS  (ASS. 
1>K.  R.  U.  McMkkns. 


NAVV  l>Kl»AltTMKNT.  Sept.  <»,  iS-Vs. 

Dear  Sir:  -I  have^the  hontn*  to  acknowledge  the  invitation  thronjrh  \ou. 
of  the  executive  ccmimittee,  tol)e  present  on  the  10th  inst..atthe  inanjjuration 
of  laying?  of  the  corner  stone  of  a  monument  to  he  erected  (»n  ( Gibraltar 
R4K-k.  l*ut-in-l)ay  Island,  in  <M»nnnemorati<»n  of  Perry's  victor\. 

I  rejjret  to  .state  tliat  my  enj^apements  will  deprive  me  of  the  ]»leasnre  of 
piirticipating  with  you  on  the  interest in^r  ocrasion. 

I  am  with  much  respect 

Vour  olwdit^nl  servant. 

ISA.V<-  Tor<'KV. 

li.  R.  McMkkns.  M.  I). 


I\»KTs.Moi"ru.  \'a..  Sei»t.  :\.  isvj. 

My  DkakSik:  -I  have  received  your  esteemed  favor  of  the  I'Tth  ult., 
requesting  my  [iresence  and  participation  in  the  ceremonies  at  the  contem- 
plated inaugunition  of  the  monument  on  (Gibraltar  Rock,  in  commemoration 
of  our  glorious  naval  triumph  un<ler  the  gallant  Perr>'on  the  10th  Septemher, 
1«13. 

As  one  of  the  live  surviving  otlicers  whose  fortune  it  was,  together  with 
our  brave  Uirs.  to  be  present  on  that  ghnious  o<*casion,  I  thank  you  for  sour 
kind  remembrance  of  me. 

I  regret  that  present  indi.sposit ion  precludes  the  pleasure  of  being  with 
you,  to  Join  you  in  doing  honor  U}  whom  lumen-  is  due  -the  lirave  «lea<l  -  and 
renders  imprudent  at  this  time  an  absence  from  home. 

1  am.  sir,  your  obe<lient  servant. 

II.  X.  PAGE, 
R.  R.  McMkkns.  M.  L).  Captain  l*.  S.  Navy. 

ClNtl.N'NATI.  ()..  Sept.  M.  1S."»«. 

L'suKK  Pausons,  M.  I>.: 

My  Dear  Doctor:  -Yours  of  the  1st  inst.  arrived  befon*  my  return  fnmi 
the  "Yellow  Springs,"  which  a!Torde<l  nie  no  little  jilcasure  to  hear  >ou 
intend  to  be  at  the  glorious  celebration  at  Pul-in-Ha\.  1  am  denied  the 
pleasure  of  participating  with  you  in  conse(|ucnce  of  sickness.  I  contidently 
tlattered  myself,  twelve  days  ago,  I  would  be  enabled  to  be  present  and  unite 
with  the  few  .survivors  in  celebrating  the  most  brilliant  a<-hievenient  of  the 
memorable  battle  of  Lake  Krie.  on  the  loth  of  September.  isi;j.  in  which 
liattle  I  was.  Shortly  after  Col.  Croglian's  vi<i<iry  where  I  was  on  the 
morning  after  the  Hritish  made  good  their  retn^al.  I  volunteered  at  Cam}» 
Seneca,  and  was  lea<l  by  (ien.  Wni.  Ih-nry  Harrison  to  Perry's  licet. 

I  pray  the  good  i>eople  who  have  been  instrument^il  in  promoting  the 
celebration  may  continue  it  annually  for  all  time  to  come. 


5'> 
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r    Mny  tbf  blt^i^iaing  of  Ileii%'eit  jjuidf  and  pre»e»-ve  all  who  nttHti*!  tht*  f!i?lt*bm- 
tioiK  trvily  Htitl  sin<?ereh  In  my  i>rayi*r. 

Mrtsi  si»u'f»rely  yoiir  frieml, 

VV.  T.  TALliJFBKRO, 


M»i.  F.  T.  Bahnky.  Sakhitskv  City,  O.: 

My  Dkau  Slit:— In  atiswer  lo  ycmr  fiivor  of  Uh'  i*ls*t  nit.,  cm  tin*  siihjeel  i>f 
tine  »M'e('tinn  of  a  iiumutnetil  nii  Un*  \\U\v  Taland  of  (tibntltur.  I  liavt*  to  niiy: 
Tlmt  if  naid  inMnniiient  Iw^  to  th^  memory  of  Tiimmfxlore  IVny^an  I  Miipiiose 
it  is,  1  will  Iw  tiMj  hapvy  to  (ontrifnite  to  it.  not  only  hy  Ihr  frpe  pifl  of  the 
liinct  reqn]Hil^\  Imt  l*v  proctinnjj  H»it»Hrnptii»n^  iti  New  York  ami  one  or  two 
oilier  pUres,  wiiicli  I  think  I  ran  ilo.  I  urfordingly  Jiereln  coiifer  upmi  you 
and  my  friend.  Simon  Fox.  jHtwer  to  grant  a  sntHHent  part  of  naid  Inhuid  of 
GiV>raltar.  in  perpetnity,  for  the  eivelion  of  mu[  inonnment*  witti  smth 
l*e8en'ation  ^u*  yoti  may  deem  neees^sary  io  pnn'ent  any  stnt  of  iiijnry  to  itiy 
V>roperty  in  the  »;roiiji  i»f  islands.  It  wotd*!  please  me  if  \  and  my  stieees^ors 
after  me  were  uppointi'd  kfe)»er«  <»f  the  irnmnd  reileiKan<l  of  the  monument. 

Re«peetfnllv  yonrs. 

RIVERA  ST,  .r.MtO, 

After  the  reading  of  these  letters,  (lov.  Chase  introduced  Hon,  E. 
Cooke,  of  Sandnsky»  who  spoke  as  toUows: 

Ludktt,  il^iUlimett.  Felhm^-iymtittymru: 

[  rise  liH  tlie  organ  i»f  the  «»xerntive  nnnmitter  to  liid  you  welmme  to  these 
elasftie  ishoreiH,  immortali/ed  l»y  Amerieaji  valoi"  and  riih  in  the  aHHOfiationH 
of  a  nation*s  j?lor>,  lint  how  ean  I  liml  lanj?najre  iitiitaldy  to  express  my 
nmiuratn  hit  ions  of  the  assemhied  thtmsands  wlio  snrrontid  me,  and  wl«»He 
pi'esK^nee  this  <lay  ^ivet*  tht^  lie  to  the  reproueh  that  "RepnhHes  kn*»w  nol 
lam'  to  he  ijmteful?"  If  I  eonid  h«»pe  to  lie  heard  by  an  andienee  so 
immense,  1  would  thank  yoti  In  the  name  of  our  eommon  i*ountr>  for  having 
eome  up  in  ^iueh  va^t  nundifrH  from  the  lieautif nl  eitiet<  of  tlie  lake  and  tlit* 
intiTior.  lo  this  pali  lotii^  rorisecration.  Rut  w  illt  a  voice  impaired  by  the 
waAtinjyr  pourr  of  man)  years.  I  hope  to  say  but  little  else  than  to  oJlVr  np 
my  fervent  thanks«;ivin^  t4»  Almijjhty  (iod  for  those  evidences  t>f  entluLsi- 
aHtie  k'l'i^titnde  and  |mtriotic  devotion  whi<di  ttie  oefii8U»irhas  inwpireil,  an*i 
whieh  y^MM  i»resenee  Ihisday  pnM*laims. 

We  havt^  met  tti  eommenntrat*'  tnie  of  rbosr  rare  and  sijjnal  events,  whiidi. 
<nnsiderin^  the  vast  interest  it  invnived,  the  glorv  it  Hehieve<l  and  the 
benetils  conferred,  has  few  parallels  in  historv .  Wv  Hiiall  hud  it  ditth^dt, 
liow^ever,  justly  to  apineeiate  the  imiHirtanee  of  Perry's  vielon,  without 
enHing  to  mind,  for  a  moment,  the  jaH^uliar  <'ondition  of  *Mireountr>  whldi 
piieeeiled  and  followed  its  ai-htevemenls,  A  .sanjfninary  w»r  luul  for  mt^ii* 
llian  a  year  lK*en  racing  between t; real  Britain  jind  tin*  rnftiHl  Staters,  lltiw 
it  was  sustained  ♦in  the  land  an<l  on  the  oeean,  history  has  i*eetirded.  It 
mtist  l>e  admitteiL  however,  that  its  roirimeneenient  on  tlie  Xia^rara  and  in 
tlie  north-west  was  eharaeterized  by  defeat,  ilisjisterand  disjfi'at*^.  Whelher 
Uie  inj^lofious  siuTender  of  Itie  fortress  of  Detroit  and  tlie  eonsei]uent 
unrnntrolled  possession  of  the  vast  latith-weslern  territory  b>  Uie  enemy, 
weit*  eharj(i»able  b>  treachery  ori  tiwardiie,  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  innnire. 
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Tlie  event  smote  tbe  heart  of  the  iiatiou  with  disniuy  aiul  (•4>vered  tlie  whole 
land  with  eoiiseioiis  humiliation.  Our  wliole  vast  frontier,  fn^m  Huffalo  tu 
Arkansaa.  was  at  once  thrown  open  t4>  the  stroke  of  the  tomaliawk.  and 
exiK>se<l  hare  and  defenseless  to  the  mereiless  in<-ui-sions  of  the  sjivajfe  fen*. 
Hie  authority  and  protection  of  the  I'nited  States  liad  ceased  within  its 
Utrders.  The  course  of  the  enemy.  leaj?ue<l  with  their  savajje  ally,  was 
everywhere  marked  witli  rapine,  massacre  and  devastiition.  The  heait- 
reuding  and  bloody  traj,fedy  of  the  river  Rasin.and  other  d«Mnned  localities. 
foIlowe<l  in  HU<*cession.  Constenmtion  and  alarm  everywhere  prevailed. 
Thonsanda  '^without  distinction  of  ape  or  sex"  wei*e  exi)elled  from  their 
l»eaceful  atHxles  hy  the  invailinp  foe.  and  the  face  of  Heaven  was  insulte«i 
t)y  the  munler  of  men,  women  and  children. and  by  the  wanton  conHaKnition 
of  defencreless  cabins  and  villages.  The  tl<»wer  and  chivalry  of  the  lan<l  were 
cutoff  in  their  glory,  and  their  Inines  whitened  the  face  of  the  wilderness. 
Deeds  of  cruelty  and  unuttendde  horror  were  enacted,  which  lille«l  the  wludc 
land  with  lamentation  and  wrunj?  <lroi)s  of  aj-rony  from  the  heart  <»f  the 
nation.  A  dark  cloud  huuK  over  our  devoted  country.  throwin>(  d<»wn  from 
its  fmwning  armory  the  paleness  of  «lealh  ui>on  her  cheek,  and  its  coldness 
upon  her  lK»som.  True  the  assaidts  ui»on  the  defences  of  Harrison  and 
('n)ghanon  the  Maumee  and  Sandusky  had  lieen  pdlantly  and  gl<»riously 
expelle<l,  but  tliese  exploits,  brilliant  as  they  were,  availed  little  to  the  relief 
of  the  frontiers,  while  the  entire  possession  of  the  lake,  by  a  well-manned 
tleetof  vetenms.  remained  in  the  undisputed  control  of  the  foe,  with  powrr 
to  descend  at  any  moment  with  their  conibiued  forces  upon  any  portion  of 
our  exiM)sed  frontier.  The  crisis  demanded  action,  vij^orous  action.  <-oni- 
liineil  with  valor  and  talent  to  dire<t  it.  The  connnand  of  the  lake  had 
liwronie  to  us  indispensable.  In  view  of  this,  the  <'reation  of  an  American 
rteet.  tlie  timlier  for  which  was  then  prowiuj^  in  the  wilderness,  was  ordered 
by  ourgt)vernment.  as  well  for  the  puri)oses  of  protection  as  invasion.  In 
March.  IHl.-l.  the  charjire  of  its  construction  and  connnand  was  assijrned  to 
Oliver  H.  IVrry,  of  Hhotle  Island,  who,  in  s]Mte  of  almost  superhuman 
olwtaeles  and  ditliculties.  in  less  than  three  mouths  completed  his  work  and 
launched  his  vessels  at  the  harbor  of  Krie.  Ihit  although  he  fre(puMitl\ 
sought  to  engage  the  enemy  he  was  unable  to  bring  them  into  action  until 
the  ever-memorable  and  ever-glori<»us  day  we  meet  t«»  conuuemorate. 

Of  the  battle  and  its  thrilling  inci<lcnts  I  have  no  time  to  speak.  I  am 
notWre  with  a  tongue  of  Hre  to  relight  and  emblazon  the  splemlors  of  the 
ju^hievement.  That  otlice  must  be  l«*ft  for  a  more  elaborate  address,  ami  to 
otliers  better  litted  for  the  task.  .Vnd  I  rejoice  to  say  that  sonu*  of  its 
liuiehingdeUiils  will  begivtuyou  to-day,  in  burning  words,  from  a  living 
and  honored  actor  in  the  scene.  On  this  i»oiul.  therctore.  I  need  onls  a<l(l. 
that  although  l)etween  single  ships  on  tbe  ocean,  the  trial  had  been  bef<»re 
signally  glorious  t4»  our  Hag,  yet  this  was  the  tii-st  Ameriran  scpiadron  that 
ever  made  battle  with  an  enemy,  and  this  "was  the  lii-st  Knglish  lleet.  since 
England  IumI  a  navy,  that  ever  had  been  captured."  And  if  any  thing 
further  were  wanting  to  heighten  the  brilliancy  and  achievement,  it  may  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  our  tleet  was  inadequately  and  uue(]ually  provided 
with  men  and  cannon  -mainunl  mostly  by  raw  recruits  uninure<l  to  battle, 
and  commanded  by  young  men  without  experience  in  naval  warfare.  While 
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Oil  Uio  other  hand,  thiil  of  tlie  British  was  fully  armed— fiiniishwi  with  men 
who  had  encountered  many  eonflicts  on  the  <K*ean,  and  commanded  hy  the 
experieiK'ed  and  veteran  Commander  Barclay,  who  had  w(m  rich  laurels 
uiuler  Nelson,  at  the  immortal  battle  of  Trafal^ir. 

Sucli  was  the  tremendous  contrast  between  the  opposing  forces.  Shut 
now  the  volume  that  records  the  event,  and  U*\\  me,  thou  man  of  naval  and 
military  science,  upon  what  iirincijile  of  human  probability  can  tlie  triumph 
of  our  arms,  in  a  <'(mtiict  so  une(|ual,  be  predicted? 

Thi*  contnist  was  great,  but  to  the  dauntless  IVrry  by  no  means  appalling. 
After  the  line  of  battle  Iwul  lM»en  st^  and  all  was  made  rejidy,  an  hour— a 
silent  hour— was  occu[>ied  in  a<lvanciiig  to  the  conflict;  an  hour  in  which 
the  lives  of  the  s({uadron,  the  faU'  of  the  north-west  and  the  honor  of  the 
nation  were  suspended  upon  the  talents  and  collected  valor  of  one  man. 
How  appalling  the  resi)onsibilityI  How  terrible  the  probation!  How  vast 
the  interest  involved  I  How  iiit^'iise  the  gaze  of  millions  upon  the  issue! 
At  such  a  moment,  men  of  the  present  generation,  picture  to  y<uirselves  the 
solemn  spectacle,  the  sublime  pageantry  of  two  hostile  armies  watching  the 
ni<»venuMits  from  the  opposite  shores  of  the  lake:  itf  <iefenceless  thousands 
througlHuit  the  unprotected  region  «»f  the  noilh-west,  whost^  lives  and  homes 
were  at  stake;  yea.  of  millions  of  two  great  nations,  whose  final  triumph 
hung  up<m  the  issue— all,  all  awaiting  with  breathless  anxiety,  the  result  of 
the  conflict,  and  tell  me  if  it  was  not  an  hour  in  which  the  stoute.st  heart  of 
the  hero,  charged  with  such  a  battle,  might  have  justly  trembled.  Vet  the 
heroic  Perry  remaine«l  unagitated,  unshaken  and  invincible.  He  had  no 
fear  but  for  the  safety  and  honor  of  his  country;  no  ambition  but  to  coiupier 
or  die  in  her  defence. 

A  quarter  liefore  V2  o'<'l(M*k  the  solemn  sus)>ense  was  broken  and  the 
conflict  begiin.  At  8  o'clock  the  battle  ended.  Its  thunders  were  hushed. 
Their  echoes  had  died  away  upon  the  <listant  shore  of  the  lake,  and  the  deep 
"silence  of  nature"  suc<*eeded.  broken  (mly  by  the  cries  of  the  wounded  and 
the  dying.  As  the  smoke  of  battle  rolled  away,  it  revealed  a  vidory,  which 
shed  undying  glory  upon  the  liepublic,  and  gave  immortiU  "renown  to  the 
victoi*s;  a  victory  which  wiped  from  our  escutcheon  the  di.sgrace  of  IlidPs 
surrender,  avenged  the  insulted  honor  of  our  flag,  and  dissolved  forever  the 
spell  of  boasted  British  maratine  invincibility.  Tiik  itiml  of  Xkl!^>x 
had  struck  to  the  youthful  IVrry,  and  the  ctmntry  rang  with  acclamations 
of  joy. 

In  estimating  the  inuiiediate  and  momentous,  results  of  this  victory,  it 
should  not  be  forgotten  that  it  at  (Uice  opened  a  ]>athway  for  (ten.  Harrison, 
to  the  subjugation  (»f  Mahlen.to  the  re-c<mciuest  of  Detroit,  to  the  restoration 
of  p«*a<'e  and  safety  of  our  whole  extended  frontier,  and  to  the  crowning 
glor>  of  his  cami>aign.  by  the  capture  of  the  entire  British  army,  at  the 
battle  of  tlie  Thames.  It  <-hanged  at  on<-e  the  entire  theatre  of  the  war  in 
this  region,  and  transferred  it.  with  all  its  drea<l  i)ageantry  of  (U^ath  and 
devastation,  from  our  own  soil  to  that  of  the  bewildered,  astonished  and 
panic-stri<-ken  foe.  And,  it  is  no  exaggeration  Ui  assert,  that  fn>ni  the 
moment  of  this  victory,  the  ambitious  schemes  of  the  enemy  upon  our 
w«'stern  lMU<lers  were  f<»rever  blaste<l,  and  that  the  last  vestige  of  BritiBh 
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(loni illation  in  the  nortli-west  practi<*Hlly  expired  with  tlie  hist  expirinji;  notes 
«if  the  last  cannon,  whoso  tliumler  rh>se(!  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie. 

In  view  of  these  ^i^rand  and  jjlorious  results— connected  with  the  direct 
iiitlnence  they  exerted  to  revive  the  public  spirit;  to  restore  fresh  vijror  t«) 
the  American  arms:  to  awaken  the  national  conlitlen<-e;  to  sustain  the 
national  credit  an<l  to  strengthen  the  arm  of  the  jj«)vernnient.  at  that  j^looniy 
{If  ri(Ml  of  the  war,  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  news  of  tlie  victory  Hew  on  the 
winvrs  of  tlie  wind.  ele<"trifyinj^  the  whole  nation  with  joy,  and  liUin>r  the 
heart  <»f  every  v»atriot  with  j^ratitud*' and  exultation.  No  wonder  that  the 
Indls  of  every  chun*h  throughout  the  Republic  nmjr  out  their  merry  peals  as 
the  news  tniversed  the  interior,  and  that  every  city  am!  hamlet  in  tlie  land 
bla/.ed  forth  with  b(mlires  and  illuminations  and  other  manifestations  of  the 
hijrh-wronght  public  rejoicinjrs. 

And  shall  we.  who  are  now  in  the  peaceful  enji»yment  of  the  full  fruition 
•  if  ihes*'  results;  shall  we,  stand inj:?  here  in  sijjht  of  the  spot  where  the  j^rcal ' 
battle  which  secured  them  was  fou^lit  and  won;  shall  we.  who  have  tixed 
our  homes  and  s(>t  up  our  household  ^ods  in  the  midst  of  the  territory  thus 
re.scued  ami  defende<i,  remain  indifferent  to  au  «nent  which  ronferred  such 
priceless  blessinjjs.  which  cost  so  much  bloiMi  and  peril  to  achieve  it.  which 
added  S4)  much  wealth  to  the  fame  of  the  nation,  and  which  still  commands 
tlie  ap])lan.se  and  admiration  of  the  world?    No.  never,  never. 

To  tlies(»  scenes,  then,  let  us  with  each  returninp:  anniversary  come  up  for 
our  instruction,  l^et  us  here  n*-kindle  the  beacon-fires  of  patriotism,  which 
I'eiTy  left, on  yonder  clitT,  with  a  fervent  prayer  that  tliey  burn  forever.  Let 
us  brin^  h<mors  this  (hiy  for  the  nol)le  dead  who  perished  in  the  li^ht;  and 
let  the  laurel  ami  the  cypress  be  kept  forever  fresh  and  Ki'***'n"]»<»Ji  the  lonely 
sf raves  whei'e  their  ashes  are  enshrined.  In  a  wonl.  let  us  seek  our  jrreat 
practical  less<m  of  public!  duty  and  patriotic  daring  in  the  contemplation  of 
the  exploits  and  sacrifices  of  that  dauntless  band,  who  near  this  spot,  periled 
their  lives  for  their  ctHuitry.  But  alM)ve  all.  let  us  this  day  signalize  our 
jjrnitef 111  appreciation  of  their  j^lorious  deeds  by  etticient  measuivs  for  the 
erection  of  a  monuuient  on  yonder  "Gibraltar  Rock."  to  the  mem<»ry  of  IVny 
ami  his  noble  companions— there  to  stancl  forever,  a  pen>t*tual  memorial  «if 
our  convictions  of  the  unmeasured  benefits  conferred  upon  the  western 
.states  by  their  patriot  ir  and  heroic  valor. 

At  no  distant  day  upon  that  con^iecrated  sjM>t,  where  sleep  the  ashes  of  the 
bnive  wlio  fell  in  the  cMUirlirt.  "with  solemnities  suited  to  the  occasion,  with 
prayer  to  Almighty  (iod  for  His  blessinj^."  aud  in  the  midst  of  a  cloud  of 
witnesses  like  these  whirh  surround  me.  let  tin*  corner  stone  of  that  monu- 
ment iMi*  laid.  There  let  it  rist*.  There  let  it  stand  as  lon^jas  the  blue  waters 
of  Erie  shall  (*ontinue  to  dash  a<^aiiist  its  rock-boiiud  base,  to  mark  the  ^pot 
which  must  be  forever  dear  to  us.  to  our  <-hihlreii  and  to  our  cliildrens 
chihln'U.  down  to  the  hist  syllablt-  of  n*(ord»'d  liuit*. 

The  lap.si*  of  f«)rly-!jve  \ears  has  laid  ilowii  iu  the  dust  most  of  the  bravi- 
men  y\\\o  participated  in  the  victory.  The  ilhiNtrious  chief  himself,  w  iio  on 
that  proud  day.  amid  the  roar  and  smoke  ami  Morm  of  battle,  inscribed  his 
name  uiwn  the  shield  of  immorlalit>.  lias  been  cfMupelled  to  yi<*ld  to  th*- 
tinly  foe  he  couhl  not  c«»nquer:  but  all.  thank  Heaven,  are  not  yet  ^one.  .\ 
little  remnant  of  that  immortal  band  still  lini;er  amon^  the  living,  to  reap 
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the  rirh  rt»\viirU  «if  t)ti*ir  Ittbnr  tuiH  pi^rils.  in  tin*  iifri^rliotts  jttti)  henetlictiMns 
tif  their  rountrymeii;  iipd  fourof  iliese  liave  kindiv  yiekleil  to  the  eumest 
invitation  of  the  i*i»nimittee,  and  are  now  prenent,  to  re<'pivp  an  expression 
iif  the  |j!ratitn<ie  of  the  eountry,  for  whieh  they  put  tlieir  lives  at  hazani,  anO 
U*  whieh  thev  tlevoted  tlie  (tower  of  tlieir  youth. 

Fortnniite  should  we  enteem  oiu^ehes  that  we  have  l*eeii  permilte*!  t-o 
hphold  thiH  spectaele;  a  h»pe<*ta*:le,  the  like  <»f  whleh  in  thrilliii;;  interest  anil 
»iTHxi?*ing  gnind»Mn%  wu«  jit*ver  hef<n't*  vtmrhsiife*!  U*  Ihf  prt'scnt  i^eneration. 
Happy  intlewi  that  (lod  has  granted  us  the  si^^ht  of  thesti  vetentn  snr\ivoi"si 
under  rin'iuijstanrps  so  novel  an<i  ntTectin^.  SiK)n,  alas,  ton  noon,  shall  we 
!^elt  in  vain  for  one  snrvivnn  ami  the  htst  of  the  heroic  hand  will  be  seen 
an  earth  no  more  forever.  Let  ns  then  i<ring  fresti  honors,  this  day  .(to  thosi* 
wh(»  still  remain  to  link  the  iiviti)^  with  thts,  dead/ere  the  jtcrave  hUhII  \mvf* 
4'loHi*d  upon  them  forever. 

Uallant  an  !  wivHi-iilde  inttn!  with  gr.iteful  liearts  we  Ind  yon  weUnjine, 
Ihriee  welcome  to  these  island  shores*  and  to  these  hri|?ht  scenes  of  your 
«*arly  glory.  We  thank  the  (fod  of  luprcy  for  having  prcdonged  your  lives 
that  we  miijht  thus  j(reet  yon, ami  that  you  might  l>phold  tins  deeply  earnest 
demonstration  of  your  i^rateful  eouiitr>'men. 

(hi  revisit! UK'  Hie  memoralde  spot  where  you  linked  forever  \«»nr  own 
fume  with  thv  ^lorj  of  your  eountry.  after  tlie  ahsenre  of  nearly  half  a 
rentury,  it  is  not  stranptt*  that  the  stirring  inculents  of  the  vietory  in  whieh 
you  so  h(»norahly  sharerl,  should  e*une  di»wn  upon  yi>nr  memory  like  an 
Hvalanehe  from  th^  past,  an<l  aj^itate  you  with  fonflirtiui^  emotions, 

How  ehanged  tlie  srene  sinee  hist  your  eyes  hpheld  these  lovely  shores  I 
True,  the  sjime  lake  wluch  you  then  saw  wreathed  in  smoke  of  liattle  and 
euerimsiuied  with  the  blood  of  yourrompanions.  still  c'<uitinues  its  eeiUHeless 
runeral  wail  over  the  slumbers  of  the  buried  brave,  or  idiants  its  loud 
anthems  to  the  praise  of  yiiur  jjalhiul  ilet*ds.  The  same  sun,  which  then 
li*oked  ilown  froni  its  mid-day  throne  innl  tired  your  yonn^  hearts  to  dt*t*ds 
i>f  lilorious  daring,  still  smiles  upon  your  return  to  this  renuwnefl  iluMti^r  of 
}  our  yoothrul  eoura^^e  ami  patriotism.  Uut  in  otlu'r  ivH|H*els  how  j^rrat  thi* 
change!  The  hanjfhlv  ft»e  is  jjcuie— tin*  din  4»f  war  is  hushed,  and  insti*ud  of 
the  thunders  of  hostile  rannon,  and  the  shrieks  of  >onr  d\inj>f  (*tmirades, 
yim  have  heard  tiinlay  the  shouts  of  a  new  ^enenrliim.  who  have  i-onje  nut 
from  all  Ihe  borders  of  the  lovel\  land  ytm  defended,  to  pee t  you  with  Hh- 
Imid  aeelaiin  of  an  overth»winj?  and  universal  latitude. 

Foi-ever,  herealter*  the  10th  of  September,  IHh'i,  shall  be  sacred    t ♦ 

hearts,  as  it  has  lonj;  been  Khuious  t^i  our  countr> .  It  was  your  ^)od  fortune. 
most  hcmorably.  to  participate  in  the  danji^ers  of  that  day,  Tmmirmnt  wen* 
the  |H*nls  ynn  encnnnlered;  j^huions  the  deetls  V(Ui  perfnrmed,  and  ifi^at  the 
sacrilices  yon  nuide  ti»r  ytuir  cnutitry.  I  will  not  attemid  their enln>f>.  They 
have  alread>  found  their  place  with  those  of  your  departeil  rninpathot^, 
amon^r  the  solemn  archives  of  «mr  country,  where  tliey  can  never  tlie:  hujI 
the  history  which  records  them  is  hnt  an  imperishable  transcript  nf  your 
4'laims  upon  our  j^ratilu<ie. 

Vou  have  ctune  b»  most  of  the  thousautis  before  you  as  fnuii  a  diHtiiul 
a$£e,  to  revive  recolle»*lions  an<l  recotnU  incidcnls  amund  which  the  niist^s  nf 
lmditi(U»  have  bejiun  to  ihish*r.  and  yon  Hud  \oHrM!'lv<*s  hi-d:j\  lu  tlu^  MUdst 
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tif  u  f^eiieratioii  iinw  in  the  full  vi^or  and  meridian  stnMi^h  of  iiiaiiliixxl, 
Willi  hail  not  stH*n  the  lij?ht  of  heaven  when  yon  Inul  nohly  bared  yonrln*easls 
to  the  shafts  of  death  in  defense  of  the  rights  and  lionor  of  yonr  ronntry. 

Vou  are  now  where  yon  sUhmI  forty-live  years  ajfo.  with  tniiled  i)anners, 
at  the  funeral  of  yonr  valiant  dea<l.  Like  myself,  yon  l)elong  tt»  a  former 
Kenemtion.  Yon  UmjR  annmd  yon  in  vain  for  yonr  yonthfnl  eompani*>ns-in- 
iiriiis  ami  brothers  in  peril.  Tliey  have  been  >?atliere*l  to  their  fatliers.  Hnt 
you  hKik  an)und  yon  not  in  vain  ft)r  the  evidences  *>f  yonr  eoinitry's  happi- 
ness, and  for  therirh  rewanls  of  yonr  patriotic  saicrilires  ami  t4»ils:  yon  l<M»k 
anMinil  von  not  in  vain  for  the  joy  and  ^ratitnde  of  tlie  living  thonsands 
who  surround  you.  and  wh<i  have  l)een  nunle  happy— most  happy —to  bid  you 
weh'ome.  thrice  welcome,  on  this  conse^rrated  day. 

We  forl>ear  further  to  In'tniy  our  emotions,  f<»r  eul*)gy  belongs  less  t<»  the 
living  than  to  the  dead,  and  there  is  not  a  heart  througliout  this  vast  assem- 
bly that  does  not  frequently  pray  that  we  may  long  Ik*  spared  the  duty  of 
gnuiting  to  you  our  last  and  highest  honors.  Distant,  far  distant,  be  the 
day  which  shall  nnirk  your  setting  sun.  May  the  same  (io<l  who  shielded 
y*»u  in  liattle,  and  guided  and  pivs«»rved  you  in  after-life,  still  smile  upon 
\our  declining  years,  and  cover  them  with  his  richest  and  <'hoicest  blessings." 

Thereupon  Mr.  Cooke  introduced  (:a])t.  Stephen  Chami)lin  to  tho 
crowd.  He  was  the  last  surviving  comniandcr  of  the  Perry  S(|uadron, 
who  led  the  Scorpion  in  the  front  line  of  battle,  and  who  fired  the  first 
and  last  gun  in  the  contli<i.  He  was  received  with  tremendous  cheers. 
Thereupon  (lov.  (.'base  read  the  Captain's  speech,  as  follows: 

•*Mu.  Pkksidknt:— I'naccustomed  io  speak  in  public,  and  having  no 
eonlidenee  in  my  voice,  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  read  the  following  reply  to 
thf  nattering  sentiments  just  olTereil: 

Ftlhtr-( lli2rns:—\  cordiall>  thank  you  for  the  distinguished  honor  paid  tt» 
the  memory  of  my  old  commander.  ('omm(Nh)re  ().  II.  Perry,  and  the  ^alla^t 
otKcersand  men  under  his  conunand  in  the  battle  on  this  lake,  and  als<»  the 
Mattering  nolii*e  *)f  my  services  on  that  occasion.  Y'ou  have  amply  rewanliMl 
me  for  the  t«)il  and  exiM)sure  of  life  on  that  eventful  day.  Next  to  a  cun- 
.sciousness  that  I  i)erfornied  my  dut>  faithfully,  is  the  approbation  of  si>  vast 
a  multitude  of  my  fellow-citizens.  I  renewedly  thank  you. and  beg  leave  in 
offer  the  foUowing  sentiment:  "The  thirt\ -six  volunteers  of  (Jen.  Harrison's 
army,  whoeameto  us  in  oiu-  greatest  need,  to  whom  we  were  much  ijidebted 
fi»r  their  valuable  services.' " 

.^ix  rousing  cheei^  were  given  tor  ('apt.  C'hamplin. 

Mr.  Cooke  next  introduced  the  venerable  William  IMair,  of  Lcxini,^- 
ton,  Kirhlaml  c<iunty,  Ohio,  as  one  ot"  the  thirty-^ix  voliintcor^  oi 
Gen.  Harrison's  army,  just  reterred  to.  and  exhibited  to  the  auilienc  c. 
Irom  the  neck  of  the  ohl  veteran,  a  ri(  h  and  massive  silver  medal. 
bearing  the  impress  ot  Perry,  with  approj)riate  in^^Ti[)tion.  whi<  h  ]vm\ 
been  voted  to  him.  with  the  thank^  o\  the  coinnionweaith,  by  the  j>tate 
of  Pennsylvania,  of  which  Ik-   w.is   then  a  «  iti/cn,  in   te>tiniony  o:   lii> 
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patriotism  and  bruvery  at  the  battle  of  lake  Erie.  The  old  hero  was 
too  much  affected  to  nny  one  word,  bin  amidst  a  sitonii  of  applause 
jicknowledge*!  the  kindness  shown  him  by  a  modest  bow  and  a  flow  o\ 
fearn. 

Thomas  Brownell,  cj*'  Newport,  R,  L,  was  then  next  iniroduced.  He 
commanded  the  schooner  Ariel  in  the  battle.  He  wa^  greeted  with 
rousing  rhecrs,  and  respondetl  by  thanking  the  crowd  tor  the  flattering 
and  cordial  expression  of  feeling,  and  assured  them  that  it  was  all 
gratefully  appreciated  by  him. 

Dr.  Usher  Parsonn,  of  Providence,  R.  1.,  the  surgeon  o\  the  tlag-ship 
Lawrence  at  the  time  of  the  battle,  was  then  introduced,  and  gave  a 
detailerl  and  thrilling  aec  ount  of  the  engagement.  His  adtlress  wa*^ 
listened  to  with  the  most  intense  interest,  and  was  frequently  internipted 
with  cheers  that  made  the  welkin  ring.     Dr.  Parsons  said: 

MH.    PHEHIDENT,   and  f'TTl/ENS  OF   THE   LaKK  ShoRK! 

Tht?  Murvivurs  of  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie  here  pr«^SHUt  have  listen eil  with 
intenne  interest  to  the  t*lo«|uent  address  just  delivered,  and  thank  >ou  lutist 
sincerely  for  tluMonUul  rt^i't^ption  you  have  given  to  its  friendly  and  ronipli- 
nientiiry  allu-sion  to  our  servieeti  on  tlie  day  we  are  now  a»senihled  to 
comroemorute. 

Fort>  -live  years  ago  we  were  herf^  us  sj»*M'tsitors  and  participants  in  the 
liattle,  juid  now,  in  advanced  years,  are  invited  to  join  a  vast  nuiul>er  of 
patri(»tic  citizens,  gjithered  from  the  beautiful  and  nourishing  cities  l>nnlering 
this  lake.  Xo  celebrate  the  vjctor>^  then  gained  by  onr  squadron; 

We  have  come  hither,  my  friei»ds.  to  honor  the  memory  of  those  who  fell 
in  that  Kh>nouH  ronilict.  and  are  sleeping  under  the  soil  near  \^'hert^  we  are 
now  gathered.  We  have  come.  also,  to  pay  a  gmtefid  tribute  of  respect  ti* 
the  memory  of  t'onmiodore  iVny.  and  his  associates  in  the  battU\  who  have 
hince  passed  away  in  the  ordinary  course  of  human  life.  And  you.  cUi/eiif* 
nf  the  lake  shore,  have  sought  out  and  inviteil  here  a  little  remnant  of 
survivors  to  niess  our  eyes  with  evidences  of  ytiur  prosperity  and  happiness* 
and  t4»  warm  our  hcaiUs  with  tokens  of  assuntnce  that  our  toil  and  poril  of 
life  on  that  eventful  day  are  not  forgotten.  Would  i<i  Ciod  that  more  had 
lieen  spared  to  purlicipatt^  with  us  in  these  generous  demonstrations  of 
gratitudf  arid  respect.  Hut  they  have  passed  away,  and  in  a  very  brief 
f»eriotl  of  time  no  s|iectntor  will  Ix^  left  to  tell  the  story  of  '  Perry 'rtVh!t4>r>.*' 

That  victory  derives  a  general  interest  from  the  Uwt  tlial  11  was  the  ftrst 
enc(»unter  of  our  infant  navy,  in  lleet  av  stpiadron.  In  contl^^ts  w  Ith  single 
^sliips  we  had  hiouhled  the  jiride  of  Great  Bntjnn.  Tlir*  Iruerrier,  Java 
and  Macedonia  luul  snrreudered  to ourstai^and  stripes.  But  hereof m  yonder 
waves,  that  nation  was  Uiught  the  unexpected  lesson  that  we  could  conquer 
them  in  s<pia<lron.  But  this  battle  derives  a  particular  iuterest  from  itn 
hearing  on  the  war  of  18VJ,  and  from  the  i-elief  it  bnmghl  to  your  shores— in 
wretK'hing  the  tomahaw  k  and  scalpinu  knife  from  savage  hands;  shielding 
a  fn^nlier  of  three  hundred  miles  from  the  assaults  and  cuudlagratitms  of  a 
rHunhined  British  and  savage  Uhk   openinjf  tin*  ifaten  of  Maiden  t-ii  Uen. 
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Harrison's  army,  tliat  enabled  it  ti)  pin-sne  and  capture  tlie  oidy  army  that 
was  captured  during  the  war,  and  in  restoring  t4)  us  Detroit  and  the  free 
navigation  of  the  upper  lakes. 

My  friends,  yo!i  have  read,  and  your  fathei*s  have  t4)ld  you,  the  story  of 
tliis  victory.  Yet  from  the  interest  you  still  manifest  hy  coming  here  in 
thronging  multitudes,  as  well  as  by  the  expressed  will  of  some  present,  and 
of  the  press,  it  is  appiirent  that  you  wish  the  story  to  l>e  re]>eate<l,  probably 
with  the  desire  that  you  may  hen;after  relate  it  to  your  (*hildren  lis  coming 
f n)m  a  spectaitor  of  the  scene,  fwill  therefore  give  a  brief  sket^-h  of  the 
liattle. 

I  shall  not  detain  you  with  a  description  of  the  c(mstru<*tion  and  equip- 
ment, but  commence  with  our  arrival  here,  twenty-five  days  before  the 
action,  and  our  cniising  in  that  time  between  Maiden  an<I  Siindusky.  and 
receiving  near  the  latter  place  a  visit  from  (ien.  Harrison  and  suite,  prepar- 
tur>'  to  an  attack  on  Maiden. 

Early  in  tlie  morning  of  the  l<)th  of  Septeml)er,  1H13.  while  we  lay  at 
anchor  in  the  bay,  a  cry  <*ame  from  the  mast-head— "siiil,  hoi"  All  hands 
leaped  from  their  berths,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  cry  was  rei>eated.  until 
six  sails  were  announced.  Signal  was  made  to  the  scpiadron:  '* Enemy  in 
sight:  get  under  way."  And  s*)on  the  hoarse  sound  of  trumpets  and  shrill 
pipe  of  the  l)oatswain  resounded  throughout  our  squadron,  with  '*all  hands 
up  anclior.  ahoy  I" 

In  passing  out  of  this  bay  it  Wiis  desirable  to  go  to  the  left  of  yonder  islet, 
but  on  being  notified  by  sailing-master  Taylor  that  adverse  winds  would 
prevent,  tlie  Commo<lore  replied:  **(Jo,  then,  sir,  to  the  right;  for  this  day  I 
am  determined  to  meet  an<l  fight  the  enemy." 

There  were  nine  American  vessels,  carrying  rA  guns  and  4<X)  men.  and  six 
British  vessels,  carrying  (V^  guns  and  511  men. 

At  the  head  of  our  line  were  the  Scorpion,  ('apt.  (Miamplin,  and  Ariel, 
Lieut.  Packet:  next,  the  llag-ship  Jiawrence.  of  lA)  guns,  to  engage  the  fiag- 
ship  Detroit,  the  Caledonia  to  tight  the  Hunter:  the  Niagara,  of  -Jf)  guns,  to 
engage  the  Queen  Charlotte:  and  lastU  .three  small  vessels  to  light  the  Lady 
Provost.  «»f  \H  guns,  and  I-itlle  Helt.  of  i\  guns.  Our  Heel  nnw  moved  on  to 
attack  the  enemy.  <listant.  at  in  o'clock,  about  live  niih*s. 

Tlie  ('omm<Mh)i-e  now  pnwluced  the  ^«/v//^.  or  lighting  Hag.  hitherto  con- 
reale<l  in  the  ship.  It  was  ins<-ribed  with  large  while  letters,  on  a  blue 
ground,  legible  throughout  the  scpiadron:  "Don't  (Jfvk  ri*  tiik  Ship."— 
the  last  words  of  the  expiring  Lawrence,  and  now  to  be  hoisted  at  the  mast 
liead  of  the  vessel  bearing  his  name. 

A  spirited  appeal  was  made  to  the  crew,  and  up  went  the  Hag  t^)  the  fore- 
royal,  amid  heariy  cheers  throughout  the  s<[uadron.  and  the  drums  and  Hfes 
struck  up  the  thrilling  sound,  "all  liamls  to  <iuai*ters." 

Tlie  hatches,  or  passage-ways  to  the  decks,  were  now  closeil,  excepting  a 
small  aperture  ten  inches  square,  through  which  light  was  admitted  to  the 
Kiirgeon-s  room,  for  receiving  the  wounded,  the  Hoor  of  which  was  on  a  level 
with  the  surface  of  the  lake,  and  exposing  tlicni  to  cannon  ball  as  much  as  if 
they  were  on  deck. 

Every  preparation  being  made,  and  (*very  man  at  his  station,  a  profound 
silence  reigned  for  more  than  an  h«)nr-tlie  most  trying  })art  of  the  scene. 


It  was  Ilk^  till- sliiiueHH  that  prN-pdes  the  hiirrl**ane,  Tht^  ilt-t^i 
Ht**^MliIy  till  a*(|mirl<n*  In^fore  twelvi*  uN-loek,  when  tiit*  awful  HitHjiense  was 
rt'Iit'VfU  I ly  a  shot  aimetl  at  iih  fnun  thv  Deirnit,  uhcmt  one  uiih*  ilLstant. 
I*t*rrv  inaile  uifir«^  t^iiK  and  ("<»niing  within  canist-er  distance*  opennl  a  rapid 
and  destnif  live  firr  on  the  Iiftroit,  The  Caledonia,  ('apt.  Turner^  fidlowetl 
the  Lawrenre  in  >;fallant  Htyle^  an«l  t)ie  Aiiel,  Lieut.  Packet,  and  the  8cor- 
pion»  rapt.  Clianiplih,  fonglitnohly  and  elTectisely. 

The  Niagara  failing  In  jtrrapple  with  the  ^ueen,  the  latter  vessel  shot  ahead 
to  lin^  upon  t!u*  Lawrence,  and  with  the  I)€*troit  aimed  tlieir  ImMwisidefi 
excUiHJvely  upon  licr,  lioping  and  intending  to  sink  her.  At  last  they  made 
har  «  complete  wreck;  titit,  fortnnateiy,  tlie  (Vmjinodcire  escaped  willioul 
injury,  ntid  stepping  into  a  tH>at  with  his  lighting  rtag  thrown  over  his 
iihouhiers,  he  pnslied  off  for  the  Niagara  amid  a  sliower  of  cannon  and 
musket  ludls.  and  reached  that  vessel  nnscatlied. 

He  lonnd  her  a  fresh  vessel,  with  oidy  twti,  or  at  most  tliree,  personn 
injured.Hndinmiediatelysent  her  Commander  to  hasten  up  the  small  vessels^ 
l*en*y  I  warded  tln^  Niagin*a  wheti  ^he  was  abreast  o(  the  Lawrence,  and 
further  from  her  than  the  Detroit  was  on  her  right.  The  Lawrence  now 
dropped  astern  and  hauled  down  her  Hag.  I'eny  turned  the  Niagam's 
eonrse  towards  the  enem>.and  f-rossing  tin*  how  of  the  Lawrence  lHHvd<iwn 
headforemost  upon  the  enemy's  line,  deternuned  to  hreak  through  it  and 
take  a  raking  position.  The  Detroit  attempted  to  turn,  so  as  to  keep  her 
hi*oa*lshle  to  the  Niagara,  and  avoid  being  rake<l;  hut  in  doing  this*  she  fell 
;i^aitist  the  (Jueen,  and  got  entangled  in  her  rigging,  whicli  left  the  enemy 
no  aUernative  but  to  strike  Uith  shi]»s.  IVrry  now  shot  further  ahead,  near 
the  Lady  Pnnost,  which,  fnun  t>eing  crippled  in  her  rmlder,  had  <lrifte<l  cuit 
t)nt  of  her  place  t()  leeward,  and  wais  pressing  f<trward  towards  the  heait  of 
the  lirltish  line  tc»  suppcu't  the  two  ships,  thie  lu't»adside  from  the  Niagani 
,Hllenccd  her  battery.  The  Hunter  next  strufk,  and  the  two  smaller  vensels, 
in  attempting  to  es<*a|:>e.  were  i»verhauleil  b>  the  Scorpion,  ('a]»l,  dianiplrn, 
and  the  Trip.  Mr.  Holdup;  and  thus  ended  the  action,  after  ;i  o*rlock. 

Lei  us  now  advert  for  a  moment  t4i  the  sr^nes  eJthibited  in  the  Hjig-slilp 
Lawi'euee.  i»f  whicti  f  I'an  speak  as  an  eye-w itiiess.  The  wounded  began  to 
I'ome  down  Iw^fore  she  opened  her  battery,  and  for  one»  I  felt  impatient  of 
the  delay.  In  proi>er  time,  however,  asi  it  proved,  the  dogs  of  war  weiv  let 
hK>se  from  their  leash,  and  it  seemetl  as  though  heaven  and  earth  wen*  at 
higgerheads.  For  more  than  two  liouj^  little  cimiU!  be  heanl  but  the  detif- 
ening  thunder  of  luu-  broadsides,  the  cnish  of  the  balls  djishing  through  «*ur 
limbers,  and  the  slirieks  of  the  wounded.  These  were  bnuiglil  down  fai*ter 
than  I  c(»uld  attend  to  them,  farther  than  t«i  ^tay  the  bleeiiirjg.  or  support  a 
shattered  limb  with  splints,  and  pass  them  forwarii  upon  the  iKTlh-deck. 

When  the  Imttle  had  raged  an  hour  and  a  half.  I  heard  a  rail  for  M^**  »»t  the 
small  sky*lighL  and  steppiug  titwanls  it.  I  saw  the  (Vunnicsloi*e^  whose 
etumtenauee  was  as  calm  arut  placi<l  oh  if  on  cudSnary  duly.  -^Doi'tor,^'  pMiid 
he,  •'s<*ud  nM-*  one  of  yotn-  men/'  meaning on<»  of  llie  six  statione<l  with  me 
Ui  assist  in  moving  the  wotrnded,  \n  live  minutes  the  call  was  repealetl  &ntl 
olM'yed,  ami  at  the  seventh  call  I  told  him  he  had  all  my  men.  He  askeil  if 
there  were  any  sick  or  wounded  who  could  pidl  a  ro|»e,  when  two  or  thrett* 
crawled  up  ou  deck  to  lend  a  helping,  hut  feeble,  hand  in  pulling  at  the  hi»t 
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^rts.    Ttir  ImnI  rtghtiirs?  tertMin»l«*d  aViont  threes  <»*clDck.    As  Uiesmoki* 

,  tUv  tWi>  tltets  wen?  fomul  mingl<*«l  t«>jEretliei\  the  bmall  vessels 

up  to  the  otliers/   The  HUatifred  Ljiwivuce.  lyUiij  to  the  iriml- 

iH^  lijorf  able  to  hui«t  her  Wag,  which  wxs  rbi^f  rnl  by  a  few 

Ifeti..*    ,.  M*3S  on  baanl,  mnlcing  n  uifhincholy  mniml  com}mrtHl  with  tUt? 

I  bol$ti»fi>u,H  c'litriTj*  Lbiit  pnaMMbnl  Ih*^  battle. 

The  pixiiult  llMMigh  piiinfiil,  duly  <if  tiiking  possession  of  the  conquprrd 

Isiiifi:!  vras  now  iieitonuHtl.    TJie  Detroit  was  iieiirly  diBiimiitled,  and  the 

Mlie>:  iud  ciii'uajift*  hiid  Jit^eii  (bvsidful.    The*  l^u**e!i  was.  in  condition. 

'  »  '  t .    *'Evrry  4\anuiai*di*r,  and  stTiuid  in  comnuind,"  s»iys  Uunday, 

!  report,  *'waH  either  killed  itr  wounded."    The  whtde  uuin1»*r 

Jiritish  tleet  was  fovty-cuie,  and  of  wuunded  ninety-four.    In 

the  Amencan  lleet,  twenty-aeven  were  killed  and  ninety-six  wounded*    Of 

'  the  tweiity-jieven  killed.  twent>*twoweit*t)U  board  the  Lawn^nce;  and  of  the 

I  nlnety-»ix  w**inided,  sixty-one  were  on  b4U4rd  this  siime  ship— making  eiglity- 

UiriN*  kiUed  i*n<i  wonncieil  out  of  b>l  reported  lit  foj  duly  on  the  LawTencf 

iMi  the  morning?  of  the  battle.    On  board  the  Xiagarn  were  two  killed  and 

twenty-three  wounded—making  twenty-live;  and  of  these,  tvventy-two  were 

killed  or  wounded  after  Perry  totik  command  of  her. 

About  4  oVloek  a  boat  was  discovi*red  approaching  the  Lawrencre,    8oon 

I  the  ('imimodt)re  was  re<*ojrnized  in  her,  who  was  returning  to  resume  ctun- 

mand  of  his  tatt*^red  sliip,  det^ennined  that  the  remnant  of  her  crew  shouhl 

iMive  the  privile^'e  of  witnessing  the  formal  surrender  of  the  British  ofhrers, 

It  WHh  a  time  ot  contacting  emotions  when  he  stepped  np^ui  the  deck.    The 

battle  wan  won,  Jtiid  he  w;ls  jwife;  l»ut  the  deck  was  slippery  with  blood*  and 

[strewed  witli  the  bodies^of  twenty  otl^cers  and  men,  aimie  of  whom  sat  at 

[  table  with  us  at  our  last  meal,  and  the  dhip  resounded  with  the  groans  of 

tlie  wounded.    Tliose  of  us  who  were  spared »  and  able  to  w^alk,  met  him  at 

tJi**  gangway  to  welcome  him  on  board,  but  ,the  salntation  w^as  a  silent  ohe 

jpti  lioth  sides— not  a  word  could  lind   utterance.    And  now  the  British 

[oflV^er»  arnve«l — i>ne  from  each  vessel— to  tender  their  submission,  and  with 

Iff  th*»ir  Hwonls.    When  they  approached,  picking  tludr  way  among  the 

»rnage  of  tlie  deck,  with  their  sw<tr<l-hilti§  towards  Pen'y»  they 

lu  b)  his  accev)tan«^e,     With  a  dignitied  and  sidemn  air,  and  with 

La  Ufy^  tune  of  voice,  he  re»picsted  them  to  retain  their  side  artns;  inquired 

jwilb  «leep  concern  for    ('*un!no*lore    Barclay   and    the  wounded   othcei-s. 

Ilf*n«lering  to  them  every  comfort  his  shii>  aflorthnl,  antl  expressing  his  regret 

|lliat  hi?  had  not  a  spare  medical  otlicer  to  ,send  them;  lliat  he  had  only  one 

on  duty  for  the  Heel,  antl  that  one  had  his  hhnds  full. 

Amcmg  the  niiudy-six  wounded,  there  occurred  three  deaths,    A  result  »o 

Ifatorable  wavS  attributable  to  the  yjlentiful  supply  of  fresh  provisions  sent 

fiiflr  In  n*»  from  the  Ohif»  shore;  to  frenh  i#r— the  woumled  lieing  ranged  nnth*r 

[iin  awning  im  the  deck  until  we  arnved  at  Erie,  ten  days  after  tlie  action: 

ind»  idso,  to  the  ilevoled  attcutitui  of  Commodore  Ferry  to  every  want, 

Tlin«e  who  were  killed  in  thf  battle  were  that  evening  ctunmitted  to  the 
kleep.  and  *>ver  them  was  read  tlie  impressive  Episcopal  seniee. 

On  the  following  mnndng  the  two  fleets  sailed  into  this  bay,  where  the 

(♦htiti  ofllcers  of  both  were  buried  in  an  upiir«>priate  and  atlectiiig  manner, 

b«-\    rnjijiistcd  of  three  Anuricans— Liculeiiant  Ib+joks.  and  roidslii]>iuHn 
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Lynch  and  Clark;  and  three  British  officers— Cap tnin  Finis,  and  Lieutenant 
Stokes,  of  the  Queen,  and  Lieutenant  Garland,  of  the  Detroit.  Eiiual 
regpect  was  nhown  U*  Itie  i^lain  of  both  nations,  and  tlie  crewH  of  lioth  fleet* 
united  in  the  ceremony.  The  proceH.sion  of  tK»ats,  with  two  bands  of  music; 
the  slow  and  rej^rular  motion  of  the  oars,  striking  in  exact  time  with  the 
8i>temn  notes  of  the  dirge;  the  moiirnfid  waving  of  ttaga,  and  sound  of 
minute  gun«  from  tlie  ships,  present^l  a  striking  contrast  to  tlie  w^enes  uf 
two  days  l>efore,  when  both  the  living  and  the  dead,  now  fornnnij:  lliis 
soiemn  and  fraternal  train,  were  engaged  in  tierce  and  bloody  strife,  hiirliji;^ 
at  each  other  the  thiindt-rlioltet  of  war. 

On  the  eight! I  day  after  the  action,  the  Lawrence  was  dinpatchecl  to  Erie 
with  the  wounded,  where  we  received  acordiai  welcomt* and  kijid  hospitality. 

The  remainder  of  the  vessels  conveyeil  IlaiTisoifs  army  to  Maiden,  where 
Uiey  found  the  public  stores  in  flames,  and  Proctiu,  with  his  army,  in  hast> 
retreat.  Perry  joineii  Harrison  as  a  volunteer  aid.  who,  with  <iur  troops, 
ehiefly  from  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  t>vertook  and  caidured  the  anny*  Perry 
then  accompanied  Harrison  sujd  Ctunmtidore  Barclay  to  Erie,  where  they 
landed  juiiid  peals  of  cjumon  and  shouts  of  tht^  multitude,  and  from  thence 
proceeded  to  Rhod*^  Island. 

Commodcue  Perr>  served  two  yeai's  as  commander  of  the  Java,  Uiking 
with  him  most  of  t]w  survivors  of  the  I^wrence.  He  afl^r  this  commanded 
a  squadron  in  the  West  ludicB,  wlierc  he  died,  in  1819. 

Posspssed  of  higli'b»neil  mtirals,  he  was  alxive  the  low  dissipation  and 
st^nsuality  Um  prevalent  with  Momc  t»tticers  of  this  day.  and  in  Ids  domestic 
chanK-ter  was  a  mo^le!  fd*  every  domestic  virtue  and  gjace.  His  liU»rary 
ikfquirementii  were  respectable,  and  his  Uiste  refined*  He  united  the  graces 
of  a  miudy  beauty  to  a  lion  heart,  a  sound  mind,  a  safe  judgment,  ami  a 
tinnness  of  purpose  which  nothing  eouUl  shake. 

But  this  intelligent  audienc*^  uli*eady  know  and  appreciate  his  noble 
virtues  and  honor  bis  glorious  achievements.  The  maps  of  your  shores  and 
inland  t^jwus  and  counties  arc*  inscribed  witli  his  name:  and  the  noble  ^Uiie 
of  Ohio,  and  the  Cnited  States  are  aVH>ut  to  decoratp  the  walls  of  their 
respective  capitols  with  splendid  representations  of  the  battle  w©  are  tliia 
day  commeni* >ral  ing. 

My  friends,  in  the  name  and  belialf  of  the  citizens  of  Rhoile  Island.  I 
tender  you  their  grateful  acknowledgements  frjr  the  honor  ihme  that  little 
State  on  this  interesting  occasion.  She  sent  luther  the  commander  of  the 
squadn^n,  and  a  majority  of  the  othcers  ami  men.  She  glories  in  tlie  victory 
gained,  and  regards  tlie  name  and  fame  of  her  gallant  son  as  one  of  her 
choicest  jewels,  and  will  ever  cherish  grateful  Bentiments  towards  those 
who  respect  and  honor  bis  xnemory,  Voti  have  come  hither,  my  friends,  for 
this  holy  purpose  from  all  the  citie#t*f  the  hike  shore,  and  are  alwut  to  lay 
the  corner  stone  i»f  a  monument  t«>  perjw^tnat**  his  memory  and  fan»e. 
Tbough  bis  name  will  outlive  structures  of  rnaible,  or  r»f  bronze,  yet  rest 
a.Hsured  thai  the  citizcTis  of  Rho<le  Island  will  hail  with  delight  the  rer*ort 
of  this  day's  transactions,  and  in  tbeir  future  western  pilgrimages  will  linger 
alJ4>ul  this  spot  and  invoke  Heaven*ft  cboicest  blessings  on  von  in  return  for 
yonr  generous  magnauinnty. 

Obi  companions  in  llic  con!lict.  T  rejoici*  in  se**  voti  ;iijil  oth«'  more  Ijtkt^ 
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5011  by  the  Vmnil,  and  a  more  tttting  occaaion  than  the  prenent  could  hntHlly 
dcciir  or  l»e  conceived  of.  In  the  davH  of  imr  youth  we  came  to  the  resent? 
I  of  this  lakf,  aniJ  to  aHnist  in  rt*»ti»niig  pem'e  t*)  the  frontier.  A  kind 
Provulenee  has  lengthentHl  out  onr  day  a  beyond  man's  allotted  period  of 
rxbit^m-<e.  and  nmv,  iift**r  a  hipae  i>f  nearly  half  a  eentnry,  permits  u*  to 
miadt  the  pliiee  whi^re  important  scenes  transpired  in  our  early  years,  and 
I0  ,*t,.*.~  tr.  r**lpbrttting  the  victory  achieved  by  our  much-loved  commander, 
W-  snr\'ey  the  wonderful  chants  and  improvements  that  have 

oernfT»M  Hiuce  the  war  of  1812.  IJuffalo  was  then  a  populous  village,  but 
(Njcm  after  a  heap  of  asthen;  Erie  (^onUiinrd  but  a  seort^  of  dwellings;  Cleve- 
land wai*  a  ehiftler  ut  hig  cabins:  Sandusky,  the  same;  Tolf»do  wa»  mn^here» 
;ind  Detmit  In  ptvsaesBion  of  the  enemy »  atid  not  a  single  Amencan  vensel 

i  h'fl  on  the  lakes  on  which  to  hoist  our  stars  and  stripes, 
PAnd  what  <lo  we  now  bcliold  ?  A  population  increased  an  hundred  fold; 
magnificent  and  prosperous  cities;  lofty  spires  and  domes  ou  temples  of 
worship;  colleges  and  seminaries  t*f  learning;  extensive  commerce;  railroada 
diverging  and  intersecting  in  all  directions;  the  white,  outspread  wings  of 
w>iiimerce  gliding  to  and  fro,  and  freighted  with  the  exhaustless  prinlucts  of 
the  nt»rth  and  northwest  — aye,  and  ploughing  yon  cr>*sUil  waves,  once 
ahnnided  In  the  smoke  of  our  cannon,  and  crimsoned  with  the  bhuMl  of  our 
oum pan  ions. 

Old  friends,  we  part  ti>Hlay,  proV>ably  to  meet  m)  mtire.  Our  memories  of 
tlie  [lAst,  and  the  happy  experiences  of  this  celebratitm,  fill  (►ur  hearts  with 
gratisful  and  tender  emotions,  and  will  ser\e  to  gild  the  evening  twilight  of 
fiur  days.    I  bid  you  an  affectionate  ftirewell. 

Mayor  Starkweather,  of  Cleveland,  then  made  a  short  speech.  He 
was  followed  by  Joshua  R.  Giddings,  D.  Bethune  Duffield,  Esq.,  of 
Detroit,  delivered  a  poem  of  rare  beauty,  describing  the  battle.  Judge 
Mason,  of  Toledo,  also  spoke. 

ON    BOAftI>   THE    STEAMER   QUEEN    CITY. 

Dr.  t'sher  Parsons  pointed  out  from  the  steamer  Queen  City,  on  her 

Uip  homeward,  with  three  oth^r  survivors  on  board,  the  locality  where 

the  fleet  had  come  to  anchor  a  few  days  before  the  engagement,  and 

tired  three  guns,  a  signal  previously  agreed  upon  between  Commodore 

Peiry  and  Gen.  Harrison,     ''The  next  day"  (said  the  doctor)  "Gen. 

Harrison^  and  his  suite,  among  whom  were  the  celebrated  Governor 

I  McArlhur  and  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  with  a  number  of  Indian  chiefs,  came 

li>n  board,  drenched  with  rain.     Here  we  received  the  vcilunteer  rein- 

[forccmcnt  from  the  army.     .\  day  or  two  after  the  reception  of  Gen. 

Harrison  and  suite,  they  were  sainted  with  the  usual  number  of  guns. 

rhey  stood,  during  the  time,  on  the  tjuarier-derk  of  the  Lawrence,  in 

fuU*dress  uniform.     I  have  never  since  looked  upon  a  nobler  anci  a 

more    martial   staff  of  officers.     When    the    firing  began   the  '* Indian 

braves"  dodged  below  in  double-quick  time,  and  remained  in  the  cabin 
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until  it  ceased.  Their  ears  were  not  used  to  that  kind  of  thunder." 
The  author  took  a  very  active  part  in  this  celebration,  and  must  be 
excused  for  referring  to  it  here,  because  it  always  seemed  to  him  very 
wrong  that  the  plan  of  the  association  was  not  carried  out.  After  all 
these  patriotic  effusions  of  eloquence  in  prose  and  song,  and  these 
thousands  of  people,  with  one  voice,  agreeing  to  erect  the  monument 
on  Gibraltar  rock,  as  then  and  theretofore  contemplated — that  all  this 
should  be  set  at  defiance,  and  the  plan  frustrated  by  a  few  selfish  itien, 
can  not  be  successfully  apologized  for.  There  is  certainly  no  more 
appropriate  spot  on  earth  for  a  monument  to  Perry  and  his  braves  than 
right  at  the  spot  where  the  corner  stone  was  laid  at  Gibraltar  rock  in 
1858.  If  the  present  generation  should  fail  to  carry  out  the  plan  then 
inaugurated  in  such  glorious  style,  and  with  such  high  hopes  of  success, 
may  not  a  Mr.  Jay  Cooke,  with  his  acknowledged  patriotism  and  his 
wonderful  recuperative  powers,  yet  erect  such  a  monument  upon  that 
corner  stone  that  shall  be  worthy  of  the  day  and  deed?  While  in  the 
zenith  of  his  fame  Mr.  Cooke  built  a  palatial  mansion  near  the  corner 
stone,  where  it  was  laid  more  than  21  years  ago.  In  this  mansion  many 
ministers  of  the  gospel  throughout  the  land,  for  several  years,  found  and 
enjoyed  Mr.  Cooke's  hospitality,  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  the 
superintendent,  Mrs.  McMeens,  the'  distinguished  Tiffinite,  the  widow 
of  my  late  and  lamented  friend.  Dr.  McMeens,  the  efficient  secretary 
of  that  "monumental  association,"  and  who  preserved  the  proceedings 
of  the  loth  day  of  September,  1858. 

Whatever  became  of  the  funds,  I  do  not  know,  and  would  not  have 
anybody  believe  that  improper  use  was  ever  made  of  them;  but  one 
thing  I  do  know:  That  soon  after  that  glorious  inauguration,  efforts 
were  made  to  build  a  monument  to  Perry  in  the  public  square  at 
Cleveland;  that  succeeiied.  .  I  can  never  look  at  it,  or  think  about  it, 
but  feelings  of  sadness  pervade  my  whole  being.  If  there  is,  in  fact, 
no  wrong  connected  with  it,  it  is  certainly  away  from  home.  Why  did 
not  the  people  of  Sandusky,  and  of  the  islands,  protest  against  the 
robbery?  Why  did  Toledo  and  Detroit  stand  by  and  see  this  thing 
done?     Such  is  life! 


CHAPTER  III. 


PEACE- TREATIES-RESERVATIONS-CE88IONS-EM1QRANTS  ARRIVING- WARS 
BETWEEN  THE  WYANDOTS  AND  SENEGAS-SPEECH  OF  LOOAN-LOQAN'S 
DEATH. 


PEACE. 

And  now  smiling  peace  with  her  blessings  and  treasures 
Did  visit  the  plains  of  Columbia  again. 

THE  annihilation  of  the  British  fleet  on  Lake  Erie,  the  re-conquest 
of  Detroit,  and  the  utter  overthrow  and  dispersion  of  the  British 
army  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  brought  peace  to  the  northwestern 
frontier.  The  population  of  Ohio  was  now  three  hundred  thousand. 
At  the  conclusion  of  Wayne's  expedition,  only  eighteen  years  previous, 
it  was  but  five  thousand.  The  battle  of  the  Thames  took  place  October 
5,  181 3.  Peace  was  made  at  Ghent,  in  Switzerland,  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  December  24,  181 4. 

Alter  the  fall  of  Tecumseh  the  Indians  abandoned  all  hopes  of 
arresting  the  advance  of  civilization,  and  tribe  after  tribe  exchanged 
its-  hunting  grounds  for  rich  annuities  from  the  United  States,  and 
retired  beyond  the  Mississippi. 

There  was  no  permanent  state  capital  in  Ohio  before  181 2.  Chilli- 
cothc  continued  to  be  the  capital  pro  tern,  until  1810.  Then  the  state 
legislature  met  at  Zanesville.  In  181 2  the  high  bank  on  the  Scioto, 
just  opposite  Franklinton,  was  selected  by  a  committee  of  the  legislature 
as  a  site  for  the  future  capital.  This  region  was  then  an  unbroken 
wilderness.  In  December,  1816,  the  legislature  met  there  for  the  first 
time.  The  site  is  on  the  same  parallel  with  Philadelphia,  four  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  distant,  and  on  the  same  longitude  with  'Detroit,  from 
which  it  is  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles  south.  On  the  same  day, 
when  the  first  sale  of  town  lots  in  Columbus  took  plac^e,  war  was 
declared  with  Great  Britain,  June  18,  18 12. 

Great  efforts  were  now  made  to  extinguish  the  Indian  titles  in  Ohio. 
Generals  Lewis  Cass  and  Duncan  McArthur  met  a  large  delegation  of 
Indian  chiefs,  warriors  and  sachems  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Maumee,  on  the  29th  day  September,  [817.  Gens.  Cass  and  McArthur 
were  the  commissioners  representing  the  United  States.    The  Wyandots, 
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Senecas,  Dela wares,  Shawn ees,  Potawatomies,  Ottavras  and  Chippewas 
were  represented  in  behalf  of  all  the  northwestern  Indians.  A  treaty 
was  then  and  there  concluded  by  which  all  the  lands  of  the  Indiana 
within  the  ^ate  of  Ohio  were  ceded  to  the  United  States  forever  \^ 
that  time  no  white  man  had  settled  in  Seneca  county. 

At  this  treaty  the  United  States  granted  to  the  Senecas  a  tract  of 
land  containing  thirty  thousand  acres,  lying  upon  the  east  side  of,  and 
adjoining,  the  Sandusky  river,  mostly  within  the  boundaries  of  what 
now  constitutes  Seneca  county^  The  chiefs  of  the  Senecas,  to  whom 
this  cession  was  made,  were  Takawmadoaw.  Captain  Harris,  Isahow- 
masaw,  Joseph,  Tawgyou,  Captain  Smith,  CotTcehouse,  Running-about 
and  Wipingstick. 

At  another  treaty,  held  about  one  year  thereafter  by  the  same 
commissioners  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  and  these  Indians*  at 
the  same  place »  ten  thousand  acres  more  were  added  to  the  Seneca 
reservation,  adjoining  the  other  tract  on  the  soutfi,  thus  making  the 
whole  reserve  to  contain  forty  thousand  acres. 

To  the  Wyandots  was  ceded  a  tract  twelve  miles  square,  inm  m 
Wyandot  county,  and  the  southwest  corner  of  Big  Spring  township,  in 
Seneca  county,  about  twelve  square  miles. 

For  further  information  concerning  this  Indian  reservation  on  Big 
Spring,  sec  the  documents: 

JJEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTEIilOJi, 

OFFICE  OF  mDTAN  AFFAIBS, 

Washington,  Ma.y  11,  IWK), 
W.  Lang,  Esq.,  TiiUn,  Ohio— Sir;— I  am  in  receipt,  by  reference  from 
the  rommissiower  of  the  fTeueral  Land  Office,  of  your  letter,  dated  7th  of 
January,  last,  in  which  you  ulate  that  you  have  been  iti formed  that  tht«n^ 
was  an  Iruliau  reservation  of  about  twelve  square  miles  iu  the  Houthwest 
coi*ner  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio;  iuid,  m  you  are  writing  a  hiHtor>  of  said 
county,  you  desire  to  V)e  informed  as  to  w  horn  it  was  made.  You  expressed 
the  opinion  that  it  belonged  to  the  Dela wares. 

In  reply.  I  have  to  sttUe  that  tlie  second  clause  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Wyandot  treaty  of  September  17.  ISls.  i7  Htut.,  p.  17f>Lrt)otains  the  following 
atipuhition,  to-wit: 

*'That  there  e^hall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  Wyandotj*  residing  at 
Solomons-tJ^^iwri,  and  on  BlHuclumrs  fork,  in  addition 'to  the  reservation 
l»efore  mtwle,  i^ixteeu  thousand  acres  of  land,  tn  lie  laid  *>flf  in  a  square  fonu 
on  the  head  of  Blanchard's  fork,  the  center  of  whuh  nhaU  lie  at  the  Hig 
Spring,  on  tlie  trace  leading  from  Upper  Sandusky  t*)  Fort  Findiay/* 

This  reservation  was  known  aa  tlie  Big  Spring  Indian  resenation,  and 
w*aa  located  in  township  1  N.  and  1  S.,  range  12:  and  1  N,  and  I  S.,  r»nge  IS, 
iu  Ohio. 
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It  appears  from  an  examiiiati()n  of  a  map  that  about  tAVo-thirds  (»f  this 
resenation  was  situated  in  the  southwest  corner  of  Seneca  county,  and  the 
remainder  south  and  west  thereof. 

By  the  provisions  of  the  first  article  of  the  Wyandot  treaty  of  January  19, 
1832,  (7  Stat.,  p.  364),  the  reservation  was  ceded  to  the  United  Sfcites. 
Very  respectfully, 

R.  E.  TROWBRIDGE,  Commissimer, 

Upon  the  receipt  of  the  foregoing  letter,  the  writer  hunted  up  the 
law  ceding  this  Big  Spring  reservation  to  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
added  here  as  a  sort  of  relic.  My  old  friend.  Dr.  G.  W.  Sampson, 
who  is  still  living,  was  one  of  the  witnesses. 

ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT  AND  CONVENTION 
Made  and  concluded  at  McCutchenviile,  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
nineteenth  day  of  January,  i8j2,  by  and  between  yames  B,  Gardiner, 
specially  appointed  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  Chiefs,  Headmen  and  Warriors  of  the  band  of  U 'van dots, 
residing  at  the  Big  Spring,  in  said  county  of  Crauford,  and  owning  a 
reservation  of  r6,ooo  acres  at  that  place: 

Whereas,  The  said  band  of  Wyandots  have  beconK  fully  convinced 
that  whilst  they  remain  in  their  present  situation  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
in  the  vicinity  of  a  white  population,  which  is  continually  increasing 
and  crowding  around  them,  they  can  not  ])rosper  and  be  happy,  and 
the  morals  of  many  of  their  people  will  be  daily  becoming  more  and 
more  vitiated;  and  understanding  that  the  government  of  the  United 
States  is  willing  to  purchase  the  reservation  of  land  on  which  they 
reside,  and  for  that  purpose  have  deputed  the  said  James  B.  (lardiner 
as  special  commissioner  to  treat  for  the  cession  of  the  same; 

Therefore,  To  effect  the  aforesaid  objects,  the  said  Chiefs,  Headmen 
and  Warriors,  and  the  said  James  H.  (rardiner,  have  this  day  entered 
into  and  agreed  upon  the  following  articles  of  convention: 

Article  I.  The  band  of  Wyandots  residing  at  the  Big  Spring,  in 
the  county  of  Crawford,  and  State  of  Ohio,  do  hereby  forever  cede 
and  relinquish  to  the  Ignited  States  the  reservation  of  16,000  acres  of 
land  granted  to  them  by  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  made  at  St. 
Mary's  on  the  17th  of  September,  1818,  which  grant  is  in  the  following 
words,  to-wit:  "There  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  Wyandots 
residing  at  Solomon's-town,  on  Hlanchard's  fork,  sixteen  thousand  acres 
of  land,  to  be  laid  off  in  a  stjuare  form,  on  the  head  of  Blanchard's 
fork,  the  center  of  which  shall  be  at  the  Big  Spring,  on  the  road  lead- 
ing from  Upper  Sandusky  to  Fort  Findlay." 
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AkTiLLE  II.  The  United  States  stipulate  with  the  said  band  of 
Wyandots,  that  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  ratiftcation  of  this 
treaty,  the  aforesaid  tract  of  16,000  acres  shall  be  surveyed  into  sections 
and  put  into  market  and  sold  in  the  ordinary  manner  of  selling  the 
public  lands "bf  the  United  States;  and  when  the  same  shall  be  sold,  or 
as  soon  as  any  part  thereof  shall  be  disposed  of.  (be  the  price  received 
therefor,  more  or  less,)  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  chiefs,  headmen  and 
warriors,  signing  this  treaty,  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  said  band  of 
Wyandots,  the  sum  uf  one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents  per  acre  for 
each  and  every  acre  so  sold»  or  for  sale.  The  said  price  shall  be  paid 
in  silver,  and  in  current  coin  of  the  United  States, 

Article  HL  For  the  improvements  now  made  upon  said  reservation, 
the  United  States  agree  to  pay  a  fair  valuation  in  money,  according  to 
the  appraisement  of  Joseph  McCutcheont  Esq.,  (or.such  person  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  may  depute  for  that  purpose,)  and  an  appraiser  to 
be  chosen  by  the  band  of  Wyandois.  And  in  case  the  said  appraisers 
shall  not  be  able  to  agree  upon  any  of  their  valuations,  they  shall  call 
to  their  assistance  some  competent  citizen  of  the  county  of  Crawford. 

Article  IV.  There  shall  be  reserved  for  Roe-nu-nas,  one  of  the 
oldest  chiefs  of  said  band^  onchalf-section,  to  contain  320  acres,  and 
to  inchide  the  improvements  where  he  now  lives. 

Article  V.  It  is  expressly  understood  between  the  present  contract- 
ing  parties,  that  the  said  band  of  Wyandots  may,  as  they  think  proper, 
remove  to  Canada,  or  to  the  river  Huron,  in  Michigan,  where  they 
own  a  reservation  o(  land,  or  to  any  place  they  may  obtain  a  ri^'ht  or 
privilege  from  other  Indians  to  go. 

Article  VL  U  was  expressly  agreed  before  the  sitting  of  this  treaty 
that  that  part  of  the  fifth  article  relating  to  the  granting  to  the  said 
band  of  Wyandots'  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  every  other 
article  in  relation  thereto  is  wholly  null  and  void,  and  of  no  effecL 

Article  VIL  Inasmuch  as  the  band  of  Wyandots  herein  treating 
have  separated  themselves  from  the  Wyandots  at  Upper  Sandusky  and 
on  the  Sandusky  plains,  they  ask  of  the  general  government  that  there 
may  be  a  special  sub-agent  and  protector  appointed  for  them  while 
they  remain  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  they  respectfully  recommend 
Joseph  McCutcheon»  l\s<]..  of  the  county  of  Crawford,  as  a  fit  and 
proper  person  to  act  in  such  capacity;  and  that  he  may  have  the  power 
to  employ  such  interpreter  as  he  may  think  proper  in  his  intercourse 
with  said  band. 

The  Liforesaid  articles  of  agreement  shall  be  mutually  binding'  itfM>n 
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the  present  contracting  parties,  when  ratified  by  the  President  of  the 
L'nited  States,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof. 

J.  B.  GARDINER. 
RoK-NU-NAS,  Matthew  Greyeyes, 

Bear-Skin,  Isaac  Driver, 

(  She-a-\vah,  or         John  D.  Brown, 
*(  John  Solomon,*     Alexander  Clarke, 
John  McLean. 
Done  in  the  presence  of  C.  Clarke,  secretary  of  the  Commission; 
Joseph  McCutcheon,  J.  P.  in  the  toiinty  of  Crawford,  Ohio;  John  C. 
Dewitt,  Richard  Reynohis,  G.  W.  Sampson. 
(To  the  Indian  names  are  subjoined  marks). 

EXPLANA  TION. 

In  the  first  draft  of  this  treaty  provision  was  made  for  the  removal 
of  the  band  west  of  the  Mississippi,  but  they  refused  to  accept  of  a 
grant  of  land,  or  to  remove  there,  and  the  articles  having  relation 
thereto  were  accordingly  omitted.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  omit 
the  sixth  article;  and  circumstances  did  not  admit  of  time  to  remodel 
and  copy  the  whole  treaty.  J.  B.  GARDINER, 

Special  Commissioner. 

The  facts  are  that  the  India  as  got  drunk,  and  it  was  dangerous  to 
remain  any  longer  amongst  them. 

"The  Wyandots,"  says  Abbott,  **were  considered  the  bravest  of  all 
the  Indian  tribes."  Several  of  their  chiefs  were  men  of  high  moral 
and  religious  character.  In  the  early  occupation  of  Canada  by  the 
French,  the  Catholics,  with  a  spirit  of  devotion  and  self-sacrifice  which 
has  never  been  surpassed,  established  a  mission  there.  The  first 
Protestant  who  preached  to  them  was  John  Stewart,  a  mulatto,  of  the 
Methodist  church.  The  Rev.  James  B.  Finley,  one  of  nature's  noblemen, 
established  a  Methodist  mission  here  and  organized  a  school.  Betwecn- 
the-logs,  a  Wyandot  chief,  became  (luite  a  celebrated  preacher.  They 
built  a  large  mission  house  a  short  distance  northeast  of  Upper 
Sandusky.     It  was  of  stone,  ami  a  very  substantial  structure.     Pity  the 

*Tliis  John  Solomon  aftcrwanis  attaclnMl  liinis<*lf  to  tin*  main  tribe  of 
\Vyun*lots  at  Tpper  Sandusky,  ami  mnved  to  tlie  west  with  Wwin.  He 
returned  with  his  squaw  to  \V>an(lot  a  few  yi-ars  after,  and  remained  there 
to  the  time  of  his  ilealli,  wliieli  occurred  in  \sls.  He  was  present  at  a 
pioneers' pic-nic  in  Slioch's  woods,  on  Honey  crei'k.  in  Kden  township,  on 
the  first  day  of  Septend)er.  L^77,  and  bein^  called  ui»oii  for  a  speech,  stepped 
t>n  to  the  stand  and  related,  in  very  broken  Knglish.  an  account  of  a  bear 
hunt.    He  was  a  tall  and  no))le  lookini;  man.     His  squaw  is  still  living. 
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people  of  upper  Sandusky  have  not  kept  it  in  repair  as  a  land-mark  of 
the  historic  past !  The  roof  has  fallen  in,  and  there  is  nothing  left  of 
i  t  biU  the  stone  walls. 

Sum-raunde-wai.  another  christian  chief,  was  brutally  murdered  by 
some  miscreant  white  men,  who  enjoyed  his  hospitality.  I  speak  of 
him,  especially,  because  this  chief  was  very  well  known  and  respected 
by  the  early  settlers  of  Seneca  county.  He  was  a  special  fneod  of 
our  lamented  townsman,  Dr,  Kuhn. 

At  a  treaty  held  at  Washington  City,  on  the  29th  day  of  February, 
i8ji,  the  United  States  were  represented  by  Mr.  James  B.  Gardiner, 
and  the  Senecas  by  Coonstick,  Seneca  Steel,  Captain  Good-hunter, 
Hard-hickory  and  Small-cloud'Spicer,  their^  chiefs.  George  Herrin 
acted  as  interpreter.  Gen.  Henry  C.  Bresh  was  sub -agent.  At  this 
treaty  the  Senecas  sold  their  whole  reservation  to  the  United  States, 
with  tiill  authority  to  sell  the  same.  The  proceeds  were  to  be  placed 
in  funded  stock  at  live  per  cent,  interest^  which  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
Senecas  as  an  annuity,  after  deducting  the  cost  of  building  for  the 
latter  a  saw  mill  and  a  grist  mill  near  Green  Springs.  They  were  to 
have,  also,  70,000  acres  northwest  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  on  the 
Neosho  and  Cowskin  rivers,  and  ninety  miles  from  Fort  Gibson. 

The  Wyandots  ceded  their  reservation  to  the  United  States  in  1842. 
At  this  cession  the  last  foot  of  soil  in  Ohio  passed  away  from  the  red 
man  to  the  race  that  conquers  the  world — ^the  Caucasian. 

Emigrants  who  crossed  the  mountains  and  descended  and  settled  in 
the  Ohio  valley,  usually  brought  with  them  their  household  goods»  and 
their  flocks  of  sheep,  their  horses  and  cattle.  They  crossed  the  moun- 
tains  in  large  wagons,  and  drove  their  (locks  before  ihcm.  On  reaching 
the  Ohio  river  they  put  all  on  board  of  Klat-boats  and  descended  the 
river  to  their  places  of  destination.  But  when  emigration  began  to 
set  in  for  northwestern  Ohio,  the  emigrants  had  to  find  their  way 
through  a  dense  forest,  as  best  they  could.  There  were  no  roads  open, 
and  no  bridges  across  any  of  the  numerous  creeks  and  rivers  with 
which  this  northwestern  part  of  Ohio  abounds.  There  were  immense 
swamps  on  both  sides  of  the  Sandusky,  and  along  all  its  tributaries. 
Farther  west  and  north  the  country  was  almost  one  continuous, 
immense  swamp  as  far  north  as  the  Maumee,  and  west  to  Indiana,  and 
far  into  that  stale.  The  soil  was  very  rich,  it  must  be  adtnitted,  and 
the  farmer  well  knew  that  as  soon  as  the  water  and  the  forest  were 
conquered,  the  soil  would  eventually  reward  him  for  his  toil.  Bui  to 
subdue  these  an^  become  master  of  the  situation  required  almo.*»t 
super-human  power,  the  most  patient  fortitude,  heroic  courage,  untiring 
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"^"  iiice^  great  self- denial  and  hard  labor,  wiihuiu  reward,  or  hope 

o  i,  for  a  long  time  to  come 

The  British  and  Indian  foes  were  subdued  and  conquered,  but  oow 
ihere  were  other  foes  to  conquer;  not  only  the  forests  and  the  swamps 
and  other  tasks  inevitable*  but  diseases  incident  tu  frontier  life,  and 
especially  those  that  attended  the  life  in  the  woods*  Many  of  the 
settlers  of,  and  emigrants  to,  the  valley  of  the  Sandusky«  who  came 
from  the  states  of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  New  Jersey  and 
V*irginia;  and,  also,  some  from  Ireland,  France  and  Germany,  were  in 
comfortable  circumstances,  and  after  having  paid  for  their  land,  mostly 
entered,  or  bought  at  government  prices,  had  some  money  left,  and 
were  somewhat  prepared  for  emergencies;  but  by  far  the  largest  number 
of  them  expended  their  last  dollar  to  pay  for  their  land,  and  then 
misted  U)  Providence,  their  iron  will  and  strong  arms,  for  success. 
Those  that  came  by  the  way  of  Lake  Eric  had  to  encounter  the  forest 
as  soon  as  they  touched  the  shore.  Those  that  came  over  the  moun- 
tains  by  way  of  Pittsburg,  had  to  make  their  way  through  the  forest 
almost  from  the  time  they  crossed  the  Ohio  river.  It  was  the  same 
way  with  those  who  came  from  the  south.  Nothing  but  Corest  as  soon 
AS  they  left  the  settlements  on  the  Scioto,  the  Muskingum^  or  the  Great 
Miami,  except  the  Sandusky  plains.  The  way  through  the  wtjods  w-i- 
marked  by  cutting  a  piece  of  baik  from  a  tree  as  big  as  a  man's  hand, 
about  tivG  or  six  feet  from  the  ground,  and  on  both  sides  of  the  tree. 
Then,  by  cutting  away  the  underbrush  and  removing  fallen  timber,  a 
wagon  track  was  opened  by  winding  around  between  the  trees,  (.)ne 
or  two  men,  with  their  axes,  would  walk  ahead  of  the  team,  blaze  the 
trees  and  remove  obstructions. 

In  the  absence  of  a  compass,  on  a  cloudy  day,  the  course  east  and 
west,  as  well  as  north  and  south,  was  found  by  observing  the  moss  on 
the  trees,  which  always  grows  most  profusely  on  the  north  side.  Wlien 
the  team  came  to  a  stream  it  was  often  very  troublesome  to  cross. 
Fallen  trees,  brush  and  drift-wood  had  set  the  water  back  and  dammed 
the  stream.  Then  a  crossing  had  to  be  found  by  driving  up  or  down 
the  stream,  and  cutting  a  road,  as  it  became  necessary.  Finally,  the 
land,  or  tract  of  land,  that  had  been  bought,  or  was  soon  to  be  pur- 
chased, was  found,  and  a  halt  ordered.  Those  that  were  fortunate  enough 
10  have  th^ir  own  teams  were  rich;  but  emigrants  from  Europe,  who  had 
hired  teams  at  Cleveland^  Sandusky,  Dayton  or  Pittsburg  to  bring  them 
here,  were  left  in  the  woods  and  the  teams  started  back.  Here  was 
the  emigrant,  with  his  wife  and  children,  with  their  clothing,  bedding, 
a  few  cooking  utensils,  very  little  provision,  an  axe  or  two,  cross-cut 
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saw,  itvn  wedges,  some  carpenter  tools,  a  gun.  some  ammunition,  and. 
best  of  all — a  will.  A  few  poles  leaned  against  a  large  tree,  and  brushes 
thrown  uj>on  the  poles,  soon  made  a  roof  and  a  shelten  Two  forks 
driven  into  the  ground  about  five  feet  apart,  and  a  pole  laid  upon  the 
forks,  would  be  sufhcient  to  suspend  a  small  iron  kettle  in  which  the 
meal  could  be  cooked.     Life  in  the  woods  had  commenced. 

Very  few  people  had  come  as  far  as  the  Sandusky  river  before  the 
land  salesy  as  the  sales  of  the  government  lands  were  called.  The 
Senecas^  as  has  already  been  stated,  owned  40,000  acres,  mostly  in  the 
present  limits  of  Seneca  county,  and  the  Wyandots  twelve  miles  sqviare 
immediately  south  of  the  Senecas,  which  tracts,  of  course^  were  not  in 
market.  Some  men  left  their  families  in  the  settlements  and  came  to 
the  Sandusky  valley  on  foot  or  on  horseback,  on  a  sort  of  an  exploring 
expedition,  prospecting  and  looking  up  tracts  that  suited  them,  then 
return  and  bring  the  family,  or  go  to  Delaware,  make  an  entry,  and 
then  return  and  ^tart  with  the  family.  Before  the  land  sales,  however, 
and  up  to  the  year  1820,  a  very  few  families  had  located  between  these 
reservations.  Those  who  settled  along  the  banks  of  the  Sandusky,  will 
all  be  named,  and  as  near  as  possible  described  in  these  pages. 

The  Wyandot  Indians  had  a  tradition  as  to  the  history  of  their  tribe 
that  located  their  ancestors  north  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  where  their 
wigwams  were  spread  along  the  Utiwas  down  to  Coon  lake,  and  to  the 
mouth  of  the  gulf  They  were  then  known  %s  the  Hurons,  and  their 
country  they  called  Cu-none-tat-tia.  The  Senecas,  who  w^ere  also  a 
large  tribe,  occupied  a  large  tract  of  country  south  of  the  St  I^wrence. 
How  it  came  that  the  Hurons  chaq^ed  their  name  to  Wyandot  is  not 
known — nor  is  it  material. 

Nor  is  it  worth  investigating  why  a  Greek  name — Seneca — was  ever 
given  to  a  tribe  of  American  savages. 

.\  legend  about  a  war  between  these  two  tribes^  preserved  by  tradi- 
tion, of  course^  may  not  be  out  of  place  here,  for  the  dwellers  of  the 
valley  of  Samiusky  river  occupy  the  last  hunting  grounds  of  these 
tribes  east  of  the  Mississipiii  river. 

A  man  of  the  Hurons — as  the  story  goes — wanted  a  certain  squaw 
for  his  wife,  but  she  objected,  and  said  that  her  wooer  had  never  taken 
dx^'  scalps — that  be  was  no  warrior.  To  remove  this  objection  to  hiit 
m\U  he  raisc<l  a  small  war-pariy»  and  in  thek  hunt  for  scalps,  fell  upon 
a  party  of  Senecas  and  killed  antl  scalped  some  of  them. 

This  caused  a  war  between  the  two  tribes  that  lasted  more  than  a 
century,  and  which  they  supposed  was  fully  a  hundred  winters  before 
the-   f  rcn(  h  t  nine  lo  <>ucbe«%     Both   tribes  were  ltclUIv  wa>ied  in  the 
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contest.  They  often  made  peace,  but  the  first  opportunity  the  Setie- 
cas  had  to  take  advantage  of  the  Hurons,  they  would  destroy  all  they 
could  — men,  women  and  children. 

The  Wyandots,  fearing  the  danger  of  being  entirely  exterminated, 
concluded  to  leave  their  homes  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  go  to  the  vast 
west.  They  made  their  escape  to  the  upper  lakes  in  their  canoes,  and 
settled  in  several  villages  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay.  After  a  few 
years  the  Senecas  raised  a  war-party,  followed  the  Wyandots  fo  their 
new  homes,  destroyed  one  of  their  villages,  killed  a  number  of  the 
Wyandots  and  returned.  This  was  some  time  before  the  Indians  had 
any  knowledge  of  fire-arms  or  gun-powder.  Their  implements  of  war 
consisted  of  bows,  arrows  and  the  war-club;  also,  a  war-axe,  which 
was  a  stone  cut  to  an  edge  on  one  side  or  end,  abroad,  flat  ball  at 
the  other  end,  and  near  which  a  groove  was  made  around  the  stone  to 
receive  the  thin  end  of  the  handle,  which  was  bent  into  the  groove  and 
fastened  with  a  string  cut  out  of  a  raw-hide. 

Soon  after  this  the  French  laid  out  and  built  .Quebec,  and  opened 
trade  with  the  Indians;  supplied  them  with,  and  instructed  them  in 
the  use  of,  fire-arms  and  various  other  instruments.  The  Senecas, 
feeling  themselves  proficient  in  the  use  of  fire-arms,  made  up  a  war- 
party  against  the  W^yandots  at  the  upper  lakes.  They  came  upon  them 
in  the  night,  fired  into  their  huts  and  terrified  them  exceedingly.  The 
Wyandots  thought  it  was  lightning  and  thunder,  but  resisted  the  Sene- 
cas and  drove  them  away.  A  few  years  later  the  Senecas  made  a  third 
attack  upon  the  Wyandot  settlements,  and  took  nearly  all  of  them; 
but  it  so  happened  that  at  that  time  the  young  men  were  all  engaged 
in  a  war  with  the  Fox  Indians  along  the  Mississippi.  The  few  that  the 
Senecas  had  not  killed  agreed  to  give  up  resistance,  return  with  their 
conquerors  and  become  one  people.  It  was  agreed  that  the  Senecas 
would  wait  two  days  to  give  the  Wyandots  time  to  get  ready,  collect 
their  goods,  get  into  their  canoes  and  join  them  on  the  morning  of  the 
day  at  a  point  where  the  Senecas  had  gone  to  wait  for  them.  They 
had  a  grand  dance  during  the  night. 

Meantime,  the  Wyandots  had  sent  word  to  other  Wyandot  villages, 
which  the  Senecas  had  not  disturbed.  They  met,  consulted  together, 
and  agreed  to  go  down,  and  as  near  to  the  Senecas  as  possible  without 
being  observed,  and  listen  to  what  they  were  doing.  They  equipped 
themselves,  went  down,  and  found  the  Senecas  engaged  in  the  dance, 
and  feasting  on  two  Wyandot  men  they  had  killed  and  roasted,  as  they 
said,  for  their  beef:  and  as  they  danced,  they  shouted  their  victory, 
and    spoke  of  how  good    their  Wyandot   beef  was.     They  continued 


78 


HISTORY    OF    SKNLf^rt    i^iiLNlY. 


the  dance  until  near  the  break  of  day,  and  being  tired»  laid  down  and 
soon  fell  asleep.  l*hen  the  VVyandots  fell  upon  their  sleeping  foes  and 
killed  all  of  them.  Mot  one  was  left  to  tell  the  tale  of  destruction. 
This  ended  the  war  for  many  years. 

Now  the  French  supplied  the  VVyandots  with  guns,  also.  At  length 
another  war  broke  out  between  these  tribes.  Both  parties  met  in  their 
canoes,  on  lake  Erie,  and  the  Senccas  lost  every  man  engaged*  The 
Wyandots  themselves  were  so  badly  exhausted  that  they  allowed  the 
canoes  of  the  Senecas  to  float  on  the  water,  while  they  hastened  to  the 
shore.  Thus  t-ndcd  this  war.  and  the  last  trouble  between  the  t\vr> 
tribes. 

After  tha.^  the  W  yandots  came  wuh  their  canoes  to  the  mouth  ot  the 
Sandusky  river,  and  took  possession  of  its  entire  valley.  They  built 
thejr  towns  along  its  banks  and  tributaries,  and  up  into  the  plains. 
There  is  neither  history  nor  tradition  of  any  note  about  them  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  revolutionary  war,  when  they  perpetrated  their  infa- 
mous deprejctations  ^long  the  back  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia— particularly  those  of  Washington,  Vougiogheny  and  West- 
moreland* 

It  was  the  depredations  of  the  Wyandots  that  caused  the  various 
expeditions  against  western  Indians,  and  especially  that  of  Crawford. 
Nearly  all  these  failed,  and  the  savages  were  never  properly  chastised 
until  Gen,  Wayne  came  down  upon  them.  From  the  peace  at  Green- 
ville until  the  war  of  1812,  there  was  no  trouble  with  the  Indians  on 
the  frontier.  During  this  war  the  Wyandots»  Shawnees  and  Senecas 
remained  friendly  to  the  United  Stales,  The  deaths  of  Tecumseh  and 
his  brother.  The  Prophet,  and  their  defeat  on  the  Thames  .U^rmv-l 
their  power  in  the  northwest  forever. 

Lewis  Cass  and  Duncan  McArthur,  as  commissioners  of  the  I  nitcd 
States*  on  the  one  part,  and  the  sachems,  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the 
Wyandots,  Senecas,  Delawares,  Shawnees,  Potawatomies,  Ottawas  and 
Chippewas,  on  the  other  part^  held  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the 
Miami*  of  laktf  Kritr,  on  the  29th  day  of  September,  1817,  a  treaty, 
wherein  all  the  lands  of  these  Indians  in  Ohio  passed  over  to  the 
United  States.  At  this  time  there  was  not  a  single  white  settler  within 
the  present  limits  of  Seneca  county. 

At  this  treaty  the  United  States  granted  to  Takawmadoaw,  Captain 
Harris,  Isahowmasaw.  Joseph,  Tawgyou,  Captain  Smith,  Coffeehouse^ 
Running- about  and  \Vipit»gslick.  chiefs  of  the  Seneca  tribe.  30.000 
acres  adjoining  the  Sandusky  river,  on  the  cast  side,  mostly  within  the 
present  limits  of  Seneca  county*     At  a  subsequent  treaty,  viz;  Sep- 
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tembtr  17.  181S.  xc.ooc  acres  were  added.  These  40.0CC  acre>  were 
afier*arii«»  known  as  ihe  Seneca  Reservation. 

Thereupon,  this  remnant  of  >evcrai  iribes  of  Indians,  and  miviuros  of 
others,  such  as  Cayuga-.  Mohawks.  Onondaj:a^.  Tuscarawas.  Wyandot s 
and  Oneida*,  settled  upon  ihi>  re-ervation.  The  Cayu^as  predominated 
in  number.  There  wa^i  not  one  full  bloini  Seneca  amongst  them.  The 
.Nfingoc-s  were  'jriginally  Cayuf:as.  and  their  chief  was  Logan,  .\fter 
the  murder  of  Logan">  family,  the  Mingoes  scattered  in  bands  all  over 
the  northwest. 

Their  hunting  ground^  were  along  the  banks  of  the  Scioto  and  the 
nientangy.  and  some  .Seneca  chief  significantly  remarked:  ••Their 
children  were  raised  on  their  backs."  They  had  no  particular  home. 
At  the  time  of  the  treaty  they  had  concentrated  along  the  banks  of 
the  .Sandusky,  and  the  te>timony  of  a  Seneca  chief,  who  knew  Logan 
well,  proves  the  fact  that  Logan  spent  his  last  days  upon  the  banks  of 
the  .Sandusky  river. 

The  place  where  the  celebrated  speech  of  Logan  was  delivered,  by 
an  interpreter,  sentence  by  sentence,  was  under  a  tree  seven  miles 
south  of  Cirdeville.  Logan  had  refused  to  join  a  commission  of 
peace.     Here  is  the  speech: 

'T  ap]jeal  to  any  wliile  man  to  say  if  he  ever  entered  I-rOgjui's  cabin  hungry, 
and  he  gave  hiui  not  meat:  if  he  came  naked  and  cold,  and  I  clothed  Inui 
not.  During  the  la.st  long  an<l  blootly  war  lA>g2tii  remained  idle  in  his  cabin, 
an  advo<rate  for  i)eace.  Such  was  my  love  for  the  whites,  that  my  country- 
men, as  they  passed  me.siud:  Logan  is  the  friend  of  the  whites.  I  hati 
thought  of  living  among  you.  but  for  the  injuries  of  one  man.  (V>1.  Cn'sjip. 
last  spring,  in  cold  blocnl  anil  unprovoked,  murdered  all  the  relations  of 
I/Ogan.  not  sparing  even  my  women  and  children.  There  nnis  not  one  dn>i» 
of  my  blood  in  the  veins  of  any  living  creature.  This  railed  on  me  f«»r 
revenge.  I  have  sought  it:  I  have  killed  many:  I  have  fidly  glutted  my 
vengeance.  For  my  country.  I  n*joice  in  the  beams  of  peace.  Hut  do  ni»t 
IiarlM>r  the  thought  that  mine  is  the  joy  of  fear.  Logan  never  felt  fear.  lie 
will  not  turn  on  his  heel  to  sjive  his  life.     Who  is  there  to  mourn  for  Logan?" 

I'rcsident  Jefferson  has  written  of  this  j)owerful  address  of  Logan: 
*'i  may  challenge  the  whole  orations  of  Dcniosthcnos  and  Cicero,  and 
of  any  more  eminent  orator,  if  luiroj)e  has  furnished  more  eminent, 
to  produce  a  single  passage  superior  to  the  si)eech  of  Logan." 

The  poet  Campbell,  in  "(lertrude.  of  AX  yoniing."  has  thus  beauli- 
fullv  versified  lis  sentiments: 
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''lie,  left,  of  all  my  tribe, 
Kor  man,  nor  child,  nor  thing  of  living  birth; 
No,  not  the  dog  that  watched  my  household  hearth 
Escaped  that  night  of  blood  upon  our  plains. 
All  perished.    I  alone  am  left  on  earth  I 
To  whom  not  relative  nor  blood  remains— 
Xo,  not  a  kindred  drop  that  runs  in  human  veins." 

The  fate  of  Logan  was  a  very  sad  one.  His  last  years  were  melan- 
choly in  the  extreme.  Homeless,  childless,  friendless — he  wandered 
about,  from  tribe  to  tribe,  with  never  a  smile,  and  apparently  without  a 
joy.  His  friends  were  all  dead,  his  tribe  dwindled  away,  and,  in  his 
great  dejection,  he  resorted  to  the  fatal  stimulus  of  strong  drink.  He 
was  at  last  murdered  by  an  Indian.  Logan  was  sitting  by  the  camp 
fire,  silently  musing,  with  his  blanket  over  his  head,  his  elbows  upon 
his  knees  and  his  head  upoii  his  hands.  An  Indian,  influenced  by 
some  unknown  motive  of  revenge,  stealthily  approached  him  from 
behind  and  buried  his  tomahawk  in  his  brain.  Thus  fell  this  unfor- 
tunate chieftain — the  last  of  his  race. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


COUNCIL  WITH  INDIANS-HARRISON'S  SPEECH-  HARRISON  AT  FORT  SENECA 
-CROGHAN'S  DEFENSE  OF  HARRISQN- BLUE  JACKET'S  PLAN  TO  ASSAS- 
SINATE HARRISON-BLUEJACKET'S  DEATH- ARMY  ROADS- THOMAS  COR- 
WIN-ANECDOTE  OF  CORWIN-SKETCHES  OF  JAMES  MONTGOMERY  AND 
JAMES  T.  WORTHINGTON. 


ABOUT  the  first  of  July,  1813,  a  detachment  of  men,  under  the 
command  of  Gen.  Harrison,  erected  a  stockade  upon  the  west 
bank  of  the  Sandusky  river,  within  the  present  limits  of  Pleasant 
township,  in  this  county,  to  which  was  given  the  name  of  Camp 
Seneca. 

It  was  situated  upon  a  bank,  about  forty  feet  above  the  bed  of  the 
river,  close  to  the  old  army  road,  and  contained  within  its  enclosure 
about  one  and  one-half  acres  of  ground.  It  was  built  nearly  in  the 
form  of  a  square,  surrounded  by  pickets  of  oak  timber  a  foot  in  thick- 
ness and  twelve  feet  high.  Between  this  spot  and  the  river  are  several 
springs  of  water,  one  of  which  was  inside  of  the  pickets. 

On  the  east  side  were  two  rows  of  pickets,  six  feet  apart,  the  s|)ace 
filled  with  earth.  On  the  south  was  a  single  row  of  pickets.  A  little 
beyond  this  was  a  deep  ravine,  between  which  and  the  camp  an 
embankment  was  thrown  up,  traces  of  which  are  still  remaining.  On 
the  west  was  a  single  row  of  j)ickets.  with  a  ditch  about  six  feet  dce\), 
and  twelve  feet  wide.  On  tht-  north  there  was  also  a  deep  ditch,  with 
an  embankment,  u\nm  the  top  of  which  were  placed  the  pickets. 

A  blockhouse  was  erected  at  the  southwest  corner,  sixteen  feet  high, 
an<l  about  twenty-five  feet  sijuarc,  which  has  long  since  passed  awa\. 
It  consisted  of  large  logs,  with  port -holes  for  cannon  anil  small  arms. 
an<l  was  located  in  such  a  manner  as  to  completely  command  the  ditch. 
There  was  a  projection  at  the  northeast  corner,  strongly  picketed,  used, 
perhaps,  as  a  magazine :  and  two  small  blockhouses  at  each  of  the 
other  corners,  with  port  holes,  'fhe  spot  is  one  mile  south  of  the 
northern  boundary  of  Pleasant  townshi]>.  the  section  line  between 
sections  8  and  9  running  through  it.  There  is  a  dee])  ravine  on  the 
south  of  the  spot. 

Previous  to  the  building  of  this  <  amp,  in  June,  18 13,  (ien.  Harrison 
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held  a  council  with  the  chiefs  of  the  friendly  Indians,  at  Franklinton, 
the  Delawares,  Wyandots,  Shawnees  and  Senecas  being  represented. 
He  urged  upon  them  the  necessity  of  taking  a^decided  stand  in  the 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  say  whether  they  were  in  favor  of.  or 
against,  the  United  States;  that  the  President  wished  no  false  friends; 
that  the  proposition  of  Proctor  to  exchange  the  Kentucky  militia  for 
the  tribes  friendly  with  us,  indicated  that  he  had  received  some  hint  of 
their  willingness  to  take  up  the  tomahawk  against  us;  that  to  give  the 
United  States  a  proof  of  their  good  disposition,  they  must  remove 
with  their  families  into  the  interior,  or  the  warriors  must  accompany 
him  in  the  ensuing  campaign,  and  fight  for  the  United  States.  To  the 
latter  proposition  the  chiefs  and  warriors-  unanimously  agreed,  and  said 
they  had  long  been  anxious  for  an  invitation  to  fight  for  the  American^. 
Tarhee,  the  oldest  Indian  in  the  western  country,  who  represented  all 
the  tribes,  professed  in  their  name  the  most  indissoluble  friendship  for 
the  United  States.  Gen.  Harrison  then  told  them  that  he  would  let 
them  know  when  they  would  be  wanted  in  the  service,  and  said  to 
them:  "But  you  must  conform  to  our  mode  of  warfare.  Vou  are  not 
to  kill  defenseless  prisoners,  old  men,  women  or  children."  He  added 
that  by  their  conduct  he  wouFd 'be  able  tQ  tell  whether  the  British 
would  restrain  the  Indians  from  such  horrible  (Tuelty.  For,  if  the 
Indians  fighting  with  him  would  forbear  such  conduct,  it  would  prove 
that  the  British  could  also  restrain  theirs  if  they  wished  to  do  so.  He 
humorously  told  them  that  he  had  been  informed  of  (len.  Proctor\ 
promise  to  deliver  him  into  the  hands  of  Tecumseh,  to  be  treated  as 
that  warrior  might  see  fit,  |)rovided  he,  I*roctor,  succeeded  at  Fort 
Meigs.  '*Now,  if  I  can  succeed  in  taking  IVoctor,  you  shall  have  him 
for  your  prisoner,  provided  you  will  agree  to  treat  him  as  a  scjuaw,  and 
only  put  |jetticoats  ui)on  him;  for  he  must  be  a  coward  who  would  kill 
a  defenseless  prisoner/' 

There  can  be  no  doubt  of  that  arrangement  between  Proctor  and 
Tecumseh,  for  the  latter  sought  for  revenge  since  the  battle  of  Tij)pe- 
cant)e.  **Tecumseh  insisted  and  Proctor  agreed,"  says  Dawson,  **that 
(ien.  Harrison  and  all  who  fought  at  Tij)pecanoe  should  be  given  up 
to  the  Indians  to  be  burned."  Major  Ball  ascertained  the  same  facts 
from  prisoners,  deserters  and  Indians.  And  this,  also,  proves  the  other 
fact:  That  Tecumseh  had  intended  to  violate  his  promise  made  to 
Harrison  at  Vincennes. 

In  the  same  month,  and  while  still  at  Franklinion,  Gen.  Harrison 
was  informed  of  the  movement  of  Proctor  nj)on  Fort  Meigs.  He 
started  with   re-enforcements,  and   having  learned   that    it   was  a   false 
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ahirm.  returnoil  to  Lower  Sandusky,  on  the  first  of  July.  On'  the 
followin^^  day  lie  set  out  for  (.'levcian<l  to  see.  after  public  stores,  and 
the  building  of  boats  to  trans|)ort  the  army  aeross  the  lake.  When 
(len.  Harrison  returned  to  Lower  Sandusky,  and  being  informed  that  a 
large  botly  oi'  Inilians  had  been  seen  passing  Fort  Meigs,  he  coneluded 
that  it  was  only  a  feint,  and  that  the  real  object  of  the  enemy  was  t<> 
surprise  Fort  Stej)henson  or  Cleveland.  He  immetiiately  removed  his 
headtjuarters  t<>  Fort  Seneea,  nine  miles  above  Lower  Sandusky.  From 
this  place  he  could  tall  back  and  j)r()ie«t  Tpper  Sandusky,  t)r  pass  by 
a  se<:ret  route  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Meigs,  if  necessary---two  points  U> 
be  defende<l — Lower  Sandusky  being  of  com|jaratively  little  conse- 
quence. Major  Croghan  was  left,  as  already  stated,  at  Fort  Stephenson, 
with  one  hundred  and  sixty  men.  There  were  then  about  six  hundred 
trooj)s  at  Fort  Seneca,  a  force  too  small  to  assist  Fort  Meigs.  (Jen. 
Harrison's  anticij)ations  j)roved  to  be  correct.  The  enemy  moved  ui>on 
Fort  Stephenson. 

Ocn.  Harrison,  as  early  as  the  21st  of  April,  in  a  letter  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  speaking  of  the  operations  of  the  campaign,  with  his 
usual  and  wonderful  sagacity,  remarked:  '*!  shall'  cause  the  movement 
of  the  enemy  to  be  narrowly  watched:  but  in  the  event  of  their  landing 
at  Lower  Sandusky,  that  post  tan  not  be  saved.  I  will  direc  t  it.  in 
*u<di  an  event,  to  be  evacuated.  The  stores  there  are  not  of  much 
lonsequence,  excepting  about  tive  hundred  stan<i  of  arms,  which  I  shall 
cause  to  be  remc-)ved  as  soon  as  the  roads  ar-e  practicable:  at  j)resent, 
it  is  impossible."  These  arms  were  subse(]uently,  and  before  the 
battle,  taken  away.  (len.  Harrison  was  fully  convinced  that  Fort 
Stephenson  could  not  be  defended  against  heavy  artillery,  and  the  fort 
must  be  abandoned  and  burned,  provided, a  retreat  could  be  etVected 
with  safety. 

The  orders  left  for  Major  Croghan.  stated:  "Should  the  I^ritish 
troops  approach  you  in  force,  with  cannon,  and  ycju  can  disc^over  them 
in  time  to  effecrt  a  retreat,  you  will  do  so  immediately,  destroying  all 
the  public  stores.  N'ou  must  be  aware  that  the  attempt  to  retreat  in 
the  facre  of  an  Indian  force,  would  be  vain.  Against  such  an  enemy 
vcjur  garrison  would  be  safe,  however  great  the  nund>er." 

'I'o  shcnv  that  (ien.  Harrison's  opinion  as  to  the  safety  of  1^'ort  Ste- 
phenson was  ])roper.  it  should  be  rememl)ered  that  at  a  council  of  war, 
I  <)rnpose<l  of  McArthur,  Cass.  IJall,  I'aul,  Wood,  Hukill,  Holmes  and 
Jiraham,  it  was  tlie  unanimous  opinion  tluu  the  fort  could  not  be  held 
against  heavy  artillery:  that  the  post  was  relatively  uninijjortant;  that 
the  garrison    should  not  be  re-enforced,  but    withdrawn,  and   the  place 
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destroyed.     Thereupon^  and  immediately,  the  order  was  despatched  t*^ 
C'roghan  to  leave,  as  already  stated. 

In  addition  to  what  has  already  been  said  of  the  battle  of  P'ort  Ste- 
phenson, and  (Jen.  Harrison's  relation  thereto,  it  should  be  remembered 
that  there  were  only  about  80.0  truops  at  Fort  Seneca.  One-fifth  of 
these  were  cavalry  and  the  remainder  raw  militia.  To  have  marched 
upon  an  enemy  five  times  their  number,,  with  these  troops,  would,  in  all 
human  probability,  have  resulted  in  disaster.  There  were  then,  also, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  soldiers  at  Kort  Stephenson,  and  to  leave 
these  to  the  mercy  of  the  tomahawks,  was  a  responsibility  tlVat  no 
military  leader  of  the  caj)acity  of  (Jen.  Harrison,  would  overlook.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  Gen.  Harrison  had  every  reason  to  believe  that 
Tecumseh,  with  his  following,  were  making  for  Fort  Stephenson.  They 
were  then  lying  in  the  swamp  between  that  point  and  Fort  Meigs,  2,000 
strong,  ready  to  strike  upon  either  camp — Upper  Sandusky  or  Fort 
Seneca—  the  moment  it  should  be  ascertained  that  Harrison  had  moved 
to  the  relief  of  F'ort  Stephenson.  Under  all  these  circumstances  he 
was  bound,  by  every  military  principle,  to  retain  that  position  in  which 
he  could,  with  the  greatest  certainty,  accomplish  the  best  result.  He 
therefore  determined  to  wait  for  a  time  the  progress  of  events,  hoping 
that  re-enforcements  would  arrive  before  the  fort  could  be  reduced. 
On  the  night  of  the  second  of  August,  he  was  informed  of  the  retreat 
of  the  enemy,  and  re-enforcements  having  arrived  before  morning,  he 
set  out  with  300  militia  for  the  fort,  attended  by  dragoons,  and  ordered 
the  remainder  of  the  disposable  force,  under  Gens,  (^ass  and  McArthur. 
to  follow.  I'pon  reaching  the  fort,  Harrison  was  informed  that 
Te<iimseh  was  in  the  swamp  south  of  Fort  Meigs,  ready  to  make  for 
I  pper  Sandusky  on  the  first  opportunity.  He  thereu|)on  directed 
Gen.  .McArthur.  who  had  not  yet  arrived,  to  return  to  Camp  Seneca 
with  all  possible  speed. 

(ien.  Harrison,  in  his  official  report,  said:  **It  will  not  be  among  the 
least  of  (ien.  Proctor's  mortifications  to 'find  that  he  has  been  bafiled 
by  a  youtn  who  liaN  just  passed  his  twenty-first  year.  Ho  is,  however, 
a  hero  worthy  of  his  gallant  uncle,  (ieorge  R.  (..'lark."  l*residcnt 
Madison  immediately  conferred  the  brevet  rank  of  Lieutenant-Uolonel 
on  Major  Croghan. 

Shortly  after  an  attack  was  made  on  (ien.  Harrison  in  some  public 
])rints,  as  to  his  conduct  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Stephenson,  to  which 
Major  Uroghan  |)romi)tly  replied,  by  forwarding  to  a  newspaper  in 
C'incinnati  a  communication  dated  Lower  Sandusky,  August  27,  1813, 
in   which  he  gives   the  true   reasons  for  disobeying  Cien.   Harrison's 
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orders  to  destroy  the  fort,  etc.,  and  says:  **I  have  with  much  regret 
seen  in  some  of  the  public  prints  such  misrepresentations  respecting 
my  refusal  to  evacuate  this  post,  as  are  calculated  not  only  to  injure 
me  in  the  estimation  of  military  men,  but  also  to  excite  unfavorable 
impressions  as  to  the  propriety  of  (Jen.  Harrison's  conduct  relative  to 
this  affair.  His  character  as  a  military  man  is  too  well  established  lo 
nee<l  my  approbation  or  support.  But  his  public  services  entitle  him 
at  least  Jto  common  justice.  This  affair  does  not  furnish  cause  for 
reproach.  W  public*  opinion  has  been  lately  misled  respecting  his 
conduct,  it  will  recpiire  but  a  moment's  cool,  dispassionate  reflection, 
to  convince  them  of  its  propriety.  The  measures  recently  adopted  by 
him,  so  far  from  deserving  censure,  are  the  clear  proofs  of  his  keen 
penetration  and  able  generalship." 

The  letter  concludes  with  the  following  paragraph,  alike  honorable 
to  the  soldier  and  gentleman:  **It  would  be  insincere  to  say  that  1  am 
not  flattered  by  the  many  handsome  things  which  have  been  said  about 
the  defense  which  was  made  by  the  troops  under  my  command;  but  I 
desire  no  plaudits  which  are  bestowed  upon  me  at  the  expense  of  (ien. 
Harrison.  I  have,  at  all  times,  enjoyed  his  confidence  so  far  as  my 
rank  in  the  army  entitled  me  to  it,  and  on  proper  occasions  received 
his  marked  attention.  1  have  felt  the  warmest  attachment  for  him  as 
a  man,  and  my  confidence  in  him  as  an  able  commander  remains 
unshaken.  1  feel  every  assurance  that  he  will  at  all  times  do  me  ample 
justice;  and  nothing  could  give  me  more  pain  than  to  see  his  enemies 
seize  upon  this  occasion  to  deal  out  their  unfriendly  feelings  and  acri- 
monious dislike.  And  as  long  as  he  continues  (as  in  my  humble 
opinion  he  has  hitherto  done)  to  make  the  wisest  arrangements,  and 
most  judicious  disposition  which  the  forces  under  his  command  will 
justify,  I  shall  not  hesitate  to  unite  with  the  army  in  bestowing  upon 
him  that  confidence  whi<  h  he  so  richly  merits,  and  which  has  on  no 
occasion  been  withheld." 

Whoever  now  lives  to  remember  the  ever-memorable  presidential 
campaign  of  1840,  with  all  its  attending  circumstances  and  displays, 
too  tedious  to  enumerate,  will  also  remember  the  heat  of  |)assion  and 
excesses  of  party  strife  exhibited  on  both  sides.  Something  of  it  may 
be  recorded  in  other  pages.  1  desire  here  only  to  express  my  great 
regret  to  know  that  in  American  politics  the  personal  character  of  the 
opposing  candidate,  and  his  |)ersonal  feelings,  and  his  j>ride,  seem  to 
have  nothing  in  them  that  his  political  enemies  should  regard  as  sacred. 
The  candidate  on  the  other  side,  for  any  office,  high  or  low,  is  regarded 
as  public  ])roperty,  and  every  ])olitical  enemy  has  full  license  to  assail 


86  HISTORY    OK    SENECA    COIN  IT. 

him  at  bis  pleasure.  For  a  proud  and  intelligent  peo|)le,  in  the  choic  e 
of  men  tor  officers,  to  resort  to  all  manner  of  personal  vituperation  and 
abuse  of  opposing  candidates,  and  to  assail,  blacken,  traduce,  and  ruin, 
if  possible,  by  all  manner  of  means,  characters  that  may  be  as  fair  and 
honorable  as  those  of  the  best  of  men,  and  simply  to  win  at  the  polls, 
is  a  crime  against  good  breeding,  against  common  justice,  against  good 
morals,  and  against  ordinary  decency. 

The  ladies  of  Chillicothe  had  a  right  to  present  Col.  Croghan  with 
a  splendid  sword  if  they  saw  fit  so  to  do,  and  to  make  him  a  nice 
speech-  -certainly  they  had.  Hut  to  have  it  said  that  they  presented 
Gen.  Harrison  with  a  petticoat,  and  have  thai  paraphernalia  painted 
on  transparencies  and  carried  through  the  streets  in  democratic 
processions  to  turn  to  ridicule  the  valuable  services  of  an  able,  high- 
minded  and  patriotic  citizen  and  soldier  like  (len.  Harrison,  seemed 
very  wrong  to  me  then,  young  as  I  was,  and  the  impression  sticks  to 
me  still.  It  seemed  equally  wicked  to  paint  Martin  VanBuren  on 
transparencies  with  the  sword  in  one  hand  an^l  the  purse  in  the  other, 
to  make  people  believe  that  the  Little  Fox  of  Lindenwald  would  usurp 
and  destroy  free  government.  And  to  cap  the  climax  of  this  manner 
of  political  warfare,  after  a  candidate  has  been  abused  and  vilified  to 
the  hearts'  content  of  his  opponents,  and  is  elected  withal,  nevertheless, 
then  not  only  quietly  submit  to  the  administration  of  the  duties  of  his 
offi(^e,  but  to  shake  hands  with  him  and  congratulate  him  upon  his 
success  I     Such  things  can  be  done  only  in  America. 

While  (ien.  Harrison  was  at  C^amp  Seneca  he  narrowly  escaped  being 
murdered  by  an  Indian.  The  reader  will  remember  that  the  Delawares, 
Shawnees,  Wyandots  and  Senecas  had  been  invited  to  join  the  army 
uniler  Harrison  against  the  British  and  their  Indian  allies.  Quite  a 
number  of  them  had  acce|)ted  the  invitation,  and  had  reached  Fort 
Seneca  before  the  arrival  of  the  Kentucky  troops.  Before  the  departure 
of  these  friendly  Indians  from  their  respective  towns,  an  unfriendly 
Indian  had  insinuated  himself  into  the  good  graces  of  the  chiefs  under 
j)retense  of  friendship  for  the  .Americans,  but  with  the  intention  of 
killing  the  commanding  general.  He  was  a  Shawnees,  and  was  known 
by  the  name  of  l^lue  Jacket,  but  was  not  the  celebrated  Blue  Jacket 
who  signed  the  treaty  of  (Ireenville  with  (leneral  Wayne.  He  had 
formerly  lived  at  the  Indian  town  of  Wapakoneta.  He  had  been  absent 
from  his  tribe  some  time,  and  had  returned  but  a  few  days  before  the 
warriors  of  that  town  had  set  out  to  join  the  .American  army. 

He  informed  the  chiefs  that  he  had  been  hunting  on  the  Wabash, 
and  at  his  own  request  was  permitted  to  join  the  party  that  was  now 
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Invlian-*.  ijis:  ca«  li  w.irrior  iia^  a  'V:i.':ii:  ;r*'ni  ulioin  \w  \\;11  roiu  vmI 
novkini:.  h  wa^  riic  j;'>'»vi  inr:;i!ic  t»i'  r.cn.  HarriMMi  ili.it  ;hv-  iVivMiil  ami 
<.«jnfuiant  oi"  r.hic  Jackc:  was  a  \»nin:^  lUla\\arc  i  hui  h\  ilu'  :\anu'  o; 
Heaver,  who  \va>  aUtj  1»  )iiiui  :..»  :iu'  licnoral  1»\  lii^i  oi  frioiuUhip.  IK- 
vk-as  the  >on  <»:  a  l)cla\varc  war  «  hitt"  «^f  I'lc  ^aiiu'  nauu-.  wlu^  hail,  wiih 
«jthcrs.  liocn  put  i«»  lit-aih  l)\  iii>  own  irihc.  on  liu-  ^  hai;;o  i^i  pi.u  lu  iiic 
Nori  cry. 

(Jen.  Harrison  liatl  been  on  lerni^  ot"  iVieniUhip  with  his  laiher.  .mil 
had  palroni/eil  his  orjihan  l)o\.  ai  iluu  lime  MMne  len  or  iwrhr  \r.n^ 
of  uge.  He  had  now  arrived  at  manhood,  aiul  was  eonsjilcred  .mhimji; 
tlie  most  promi>inii  warrior^  of  his  irihe.  To  this  xonns;  rhiel  ihe 
tViend  of  lilue  Jaeket  revealed  the  laial  >ei  ret.  The  lu\i\er  was  pl.u  ed. 
by  this  eommunication.  in  an  end)arrassint;  siiualion;  tor,  should  he 
dis<dose  wliat  he  had  heard  and  been  iuirusird  with,  he  beira\ed  his 
friend,  than  whi(  h  noihinj^  .could  be  more  repuiin.ini  lo  ilu-  prim  ipU-- 
A}\  an  Indian  warrior.  Should  he  not  dis(lo>.t'  ii.  »  onsi-ipu-m  is  i-ipial. 
or  even  more  to  be  deprecated,  wi-re  likely  to  imisuc.  The  .iss.i-,sinaljon 
of  a  friend — his  father's  friend  whose  life  lu-  was  bound  lo  :,a\c  .nnl 
defend,  or  whose  death  to  avenge.  b\  the  same  prim  iple  ol  fidcliiy  ;ind 
honor  which  forbid  the  disclosure. 

While  in  this  slate  k^\  mrditatinii  .iml  lic^it.iiinu,  the  \«immi;  l>«i.iw.iic 
beinL(  undecided  as  lo  wljii'u  n\  tlus.-  i  miilii  lin.L;  <lulns  w.i.  ih<- 
stroni^est.  liluc  |a<kel  «  anu  up  ti>  the  i)ri.'w.ni  «  .unp  ■.luuiwh.u  inh»\ 
icated,  vociicratin;;  ven^cam  c  u|>nii  ( 'nl.  \b  I'lui  .mi.  who  li.id  jn  .1 
turned  him  out  of  i)is  house,  aiui  whom  he  di  i  lared  he  would  kill  hu 
this  insult.     The  sight  of  the  traitor  raised   ihe  in<li;^iiiition  and  reseui 
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ment  of  the  Beaver  to  the  highest  pitch.  He  seized  his  tomahawk, 
and  advancing  towards  the  villain,  said  to  him:  **Vou  must  be  a  great, 
warrior;  you  will  not  only  kill  this  white  man  for  treating  you  as  you 
deserve,  but  you  will  also  murder  our  father,  the  American  chief, .and 
bring  disgrace  and  mischief  upon  us  all.  But  you  shall  do  neither:  I 
will  serve  you  as  I  would  a  mad  dog." 

A  furious  blow  from  the  tomahawk  of  the  Beaver  stretched  the 
unfortunate  Blue  Jacket  at  his  feet,  and  a  second  finished  him. 

"There,"  said  Beaver,  to  some  Shawnees,  who  were  present,  **takc 
him  to  the  camp  of  his  tribe  and  tell  them  who  has  done  the  deed." 

The  Shawnees  approved  of  the  act,  and  were  pleased  to  have  esca]jed 
the  ignominy  which  the  villainy  of  Blue  Jacket  would  have  brought 
upon  them. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  what  was  the  motive  of  Blue  Jacket  to  attempt 
the  life  of  (ien.  Harrison.  He  was  not  one  of  the  Tippecanoe  Shaw- 
nees, and  therefore  could  have  no  personal  resentment,  or  cause  for 
malice,  against  the  General.  There  is  but  littfe  doubt  that  Blue  Jacket 
came  from  Maiden,  under  British  influence,  when  he  arrived  at  Wapa- 
koneta,  and  that  he  came  for  the  express  purpose  to  assassinate  Gen. 
Harrison;  but  whether  he  was  instigated  or  hired  by  any  person,  or 
conceived  the  idea  himself,  has  never  been  ascertained. 

The  country  west  of  the  Sandusky  river  was  not  only  a  dense  forest, 
but  also  a  vast  swamp,  in  which  the  Indians  themselves  found  no  s[)ots 
suitable  to  build  their  wigwams.  This  great  swamp  was  the  country  of 
the  Wolfcreeks — sluggish  streams  that  come  together  near  the  mouth 
<vhere  Wolfcrcek  proper  enters  the  Sandusky  river  in  Hallville  town- 
^hip,  Sandusky  county.  There  were  no  Indian  trails  through  this 
swale.  These  followed  the  banks  of  the  river  on  both  sides,  from  the 
headwaters  of  the  Sandusky  to  the  mouth.  Along  these  trails  the\ 
built  their  towns,  and  the  army  road,  made  and  (ij>ened  in  the  late  war, 
under  the  direction  of  (ien.  Harrison,  following  the  left  bank  of  the 
river  on  high  ground  wherever  practicable,  and  without  any  line  «»f 
>urvey.  There  was  another  army  road  from  Delaware  to  Fort  Seneca, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  Along  this  road  Fort  Seneca  and  Fort 
Stephenson  were  su])plied  with  provisions.  .\nd  right  here,  before 
proceeding  any  further  in  this  narrative,  it  may  be  asked: 

•*\Vhat  in  this  world  can  possibly  be  said  of  the  history  of  a  part  of 
our  <  ounty  that  was  once  a  dense  forest  and  a  dead  swamp?  What 
historic  events  can  be  connected  with  the  hard  work  reijuisite  to  reduce 
both  forest  and  swale,  and  enable  the  pioneer  farmer  to  raise  his  bread 
and  support  his  family?" 


>  >.  N»  ; 


■•'»  t  I 


;*..»nu' 


- :  \ .  .r".  .i  w  1  ■ :  •.- 1*.  x\  .1  ^  :  V  i- ". 

v'iui  a:""  werr  .iN-'  i^:"  .i  !;kc   *  V..ii.u*:ov.      \\c  1m»:  ,*  m^;^   .  ,   ,,.,, 

•:"  'rhom;4>.  wh.>.  .n    im^.  when   tV.c  \\.n    i^:.^k4'    o;:;.  \\,ix  .ils^,;;  h{;»»j^ 

.ili>nii  our  rKirihcm  :r.»i"i:ior  tii  kill.  Sum  .in.l  tirs;i,n  k\cu  II;;'.;  !\.j,| 
inaile  his  lii^.i-^irou-*  ^\irron«ior  .i:  lK';i.»it  \11  i^Lin^  oi  :]\,  \\  .,, 
Ucpartmcni  in  the  nonhxvoNt  wore  thus  lUT.uij^ril  t  »ni  s.^ltlri'.. 
'.inNuji]Uiecl  with  fooil.  wrn-  in  iLuiiior  ot   Ni.iiv.iuon 

In  this  cmcri^cntv.  Jiuiiic  (\>r\xin  ili'lriiuMw^l  to  ^rn.l  .»  i,  .mi  '..»  ih. 
cxircniL-  tronticr.  lo.iil(.'il  w  iih  suppIioN  ii>i  ihr  Nniiiiinj;  ii. »•»!••.  Ih. 
-^Dn  Thomas  <lrovc  the  ii'ani.  lU'  <  .iiiu*  \n  \\u'  l>tln\.iii-  .inii\  i.».i.l  i.» 
I'«)rt  Scnccu.  with  the  load,  wliili'  Cn-n.  Il.inison  w.i-.  ihrii-  I  hi-,  iiip 
altarhed  U>  him  the  nanu"  of  •♦  Tom.  ihi-  \\.i:;nn  I»n\  ."■  Imi  Ih.  ||, 
hc(  anif  hij^Oily  popular  with  llu-  pi-npK' »>!  (>hin  in  .ilin  \r.ii-..  .iiiiiwun 
honors  at  the  bar,  in  the  K'^iislatnrr  n\  iju-  si.iir,  ui  ihr  i  nniikil  •»!  iIm 
^'cncral  ^'overnment  as  Senator  trum  <  )hio.  I  Ir  w  .is  <  in\  c  i  imi  .ii  «  )\m,i, 
an<l  Se<Tetary  ot'  the  'rn-asiirx  under  tin-  a«  Inn  nisi  i  at  mn  ••!  \|i  l-ilhnMH 
In  iS6i,  President  I.inroln  appninlrd  Mr.  Curwin  Mim.iii  in  \I.  vn.. 
He  died  in  the  City  ot' \Vashinj.;t(»n.  «»n  the  iSth  d.i\  «»l  hi  i<  mini,  i.'.fi 

Mr.    Corwin    was   a   lini'    spccinirn    ol   .i     .ell  tii.id<     m.in       Ii 
reeogni/ed  by  friend   and   toe   .i--.  .i  man  ui    .im  i    ihiIimii. 
able  lawyer,  a  j^reat   statesman,  an<l  an    maioi    ut   t]i<     in 
(  ()ul<1  hold  a  crowd  as  b\   ma;;i(  ,  and  hi-,  am-f  linir  ..  .u  i  nnip.iiui  d  u  iil 
his  unsurpassable  ;4riinaf  rs   ami   .ippli*  aiion  ..  vv«  i«-   nn  .i  .hb 


W.I. 

il    Ipiiiiii     .III 
>id.i        II. 


tl. 


etVect 
Mr 
paclly  built.  muN(  n 


Mr.  Corwin  w.is  a  man  .d>orii    ii\r    tttt    mrH-    iim  Im- .   hijdi    ■.<!■,  < 'im 
'ar   and  tl'->.hy.  '.vith    .fi-ini'    tr.itm*  .,  d.irl    «  ■, «   .    In/li 


9©  HISrORY    OF    SKNKCA    COUNTY. 

forehead,  black   hair,  short  neck   and  of  very  dafk  complexion.     He 
was  gentle,  social,  kind. 

The  writer  was  present  one  time  when  a  ccMiijiany  of  gentlemen  met 
at  the  old  American  house,  in  Columbus,  and  heard  Gov.  Wood  tell  a 
good  joke  on  Mr.  Corwin  in  his  presence,  (iov.  Wood  said:  *'A  few 
years  ago,  in  the  winter,  while  Mr.  Corwin  was  in  Columbus  attending 
to  business  in  the  United  States  District  Court,  the  rnulattoes  in 
Columbus  had  a'  dance,  and  had  given  notice  that  none  but  pure 
rnulattoes  would  be  admitted.  One  of  Mr.  Corwin's  friends  offered  a 
small  bet  that  he  (Mr.  Corwin)  could  not  get  in  to  see  the  dame 
because  he  was  too  dark  for  a  mulatto.  Mr.  ('orvvin  accepted  the  bet, 
and,  dressing  himself  in  the  best  manner  he  (  ould  to  deceive  the  door 
keeper,  put  a  hat  with  a  very  wide  rim  on  his  head,  and  the  party 
started  for  the  ball.  Mr.  Corwin  presented  his  ticket,  and  the  mulatto 
door  keeper  lifted  up  the  rim  of  .Mr.  Corwin's  hat,  and  iiaid:  'Can't  get 
in  heah,  Massa — one  shade  too  dark:'  and  Mr.  (\)rwin  lost  the  bet." 

The  Senecas  took  possession  of  their  lands  soon  after  the  treaty,  and 
began  to  build  cabins  and  open  little  clearings  around  them.  Hy 
virtue  of  the  treaty,  the  United  States -were  obliged  to  establish  an 
agency  near  the  reservation,  to  provide  for  their  wants,  and  in  every 
way  to  assist  in  carrying  into  effect  the  conditions  of  the  treaty.  The 
Rev.  James  Montgomery  was  appointed  agent  for  the  Senecas.  On 
the  19th  day  of  November,  1819,  he  moved  with  his  family  into  the  old 
blockhouse  of  the  fort,  and  immediately  took  charge  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Montgomery  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
November  20,  1776.  He  finished  his  education  in  Pittsburgh,  and 
when  he  was  seventeen  years  old,  moved  with  his  widowed  mother  to 
the  state  of  Kentucky.  His  father  died  in  the  revolutionary  war  in 
Johnsto\vn,  New  Jersey,  of  camp  fever.  The  widow  and  her  children 
settled  on  one  of  those  celebrated  **tomahawk  claims"  in  Kentucky, 
and  which,  as  a  matter  or  course,  became  involved  in  litigation,  whic  h 
was  usual,  and  lost.  Mr.  Montgomery  married  a  Miss  Kaziah  Rour>e. 
and  in  1806  moved  into  Champaign  county,  Ohio,  and  located  eight 
miles  east  of  Urbana.  He  preached  through  that  county  as  a  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal  Church.  In  the  year  1812,  he  moved  with 
his  family  to  Springfield,  Ohio,  and  while  there  he  was  apj)ointed  b\ 
(iov.  Meigs  commissary  for  the  army.  .After  the  war  he  moved  back 
to  Cham|>aign  county,  and  while  there,  received  his  appointment  fiom 
the  president  as  agent  for  the  Seneca  Indians.  The  family  lived  in  the 
old  blockhouse  seven  years,  when  he  built  a  large  cabin  close  by,  where 
he  afterwards   lived  with  his  family  to  the   time  of  his  death,  which 
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occurre^l  on  the  ist  day  of  June,  1830.  During  his  residence  here, 
whenever  the  duties  of  his  office  as  Indian  agent  would  admit  of  it,  he 
attended  to  his  ministerial  duties,  and  became  generally  respected  and 
beloved  by  all  who  had  an  opportunity  to  enjoy  his  acquaintance.  He 
was  possessed  of  a  noble,  manly  character,  kind,  generous  and  hospit- 
able. His  house  became  the  headquarters  for  traders.  The  latch 
string  of  his  door  was  always  out.  Ministers,  lawyers,  surveyors, 
Indians  and  whites  made  Mr.  Montgomery's  house  a  stopping  place. 
The  Indians  called  him  Kuckoo-wassa — new  acorn.  He  was  but  fifty 
four  years  old  when  he  died.  The  Rev.  Kzechiel  Cooper,  a  Methodist 
Kpiscopal  preacher,  preached  his  funeral  j*ermon  from  the  text: — 
"Hlessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  Lord."  All  the  chiefs  and  braves 
of  the  Senecas  attended  his  funeral.  He  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery 
near  the  fort.  He  had  eleven  children — two  sons  and  nine  daughters. 
Mr.  William  Montgomery,  who  was  afterwards  extensively  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  Tiffin,  was  his  oldest  son.  Mrs.  Sally  Ingham, 
who  now  resides  in  the  city  of  Tiffin,  is  the  only  surviving  member  of 
that  large  family. 

Mr.  Montgomery  was  about  five  feet  six  inches  high,  strong  and 
■  compactly  built,  without  being  cor|)ulent.  His  carriage  was  straight 
and  erect.  He  had  black  hair  antl  eyebrows,  dark  eyes,  |)rominent 
nose,  smooth  forehead,  rather  heavy  lower  jaw,  clenched  li])s,  a  frank 
and  open  countenance,  which,  together,  would  mark  him,  not  only  as 
a  man  of  great  decision,  but  also  as  a  leader  in  any  ca|)acity.  He  had 
a  clear,  strong  voice,  fine  control  of  language,  and  was  altogether 
practical  in  his  orthodoxy.  His  conversation  was  cheerful,  humorous 
and  instructive.  He  was  the  kind  neighbor,  aflectionate  husband  and 
father,  an  honest  officer,  and  a  blessing  to  all  &iound  him.  Shortly 
before  his  removal  to  Fort  Seneca,  he  was  ordained  by  Bishop  Asbury, 
in  Lebanon,  Warren  county,  Ohio,  in  1819. 

Among  the  many  visitors  at  the  old  blockhouse  was  Mr.  James  T. 
Worthington,  who  was  employed  by  the  government  to  survey  several 
of  the  townships  in  Seneca  county  into  sections  and  cjuarter-sections. 
Mr.  Worthingti>n  often  stO]>ped  at  Montgomery's  for  meals.  He  was 
then  a  young  man,  about  twenty- three  years  old,  about  five  feet  eight 
inches  hi^h,  slender  built,  with  light  brown  hair,  brushed  back  and  over 
the  left  side,  of  fair  comi)lexion,  grey  eyes,  expressive,  intellectual 
iountenance,  pleasing  in  conversation,  gentlemanly  in  his  bearing,  and 
very  good  looking.  His  grey  linsey-woolsey  Indian  hunting  shirt,  with 
cape  and  fringe,  became  him  very  much.  He  was  a  son  of  (iovernor 
Worthington,  of  Ohio. 


*rhe  t-arly  emigrants  to  the  valley  of  the  Sandusky  wltc  (_<>in|ieileil 
ro  make  their  way  through  (orcst  and  swamp  as  best  they  ronld.  Thiry 
had  to  follow  old  array  roadsj  or  Indian  trails,  fording  streams,  and 
winding  through  the  wood's  for  hours  and  days  by  blazed  trees.  There 
was  no  bridgv  across  any  stream  in  the  whole  valley  of  the  river — nor 
(Toiild  a  house  or  cabin  be  found  to  slop  at.  They  had  to  camp  out, 
;ind  sleep  in  the  wagon,  or  on  the  ground,  with  no  roof  hut  the  trees, 
or  the  broad  canopy  of  heaven.  When  Mr.  Montgomery  moved  into 
the  old  fort,  there  was  no  bridge  between  Urbana  and  Lower  Sandusky. 
When  the  writer  came  to  Seneca,  in  1833,  there  was  no  bridge  in  the 
county^  Neighbors  on  bpposite  sides  of  streams,  made  a  way  to  get 
across  by  falling  a  tree  across  and  walking  over  the  log. 

In  the  years  1819  and  1820,  there  were  but  five  families  of  white 
people  living  between  Fort  Seneca  and  Fort  Halt  These  were  the 
DumondSt  Wifliam  Harris,  Abner  Pike,  (who  had  a  cabin  near  the 
place  where  Kixa  Raker  afterwards  built  a  frame  house  near  the  mill,) 
an  old  roan  by  the  name  of  McNutt,  and  widow  Shippy.  Benjamin 
Rarney*  Anson  Gray  ami  Joel  Chapin  also  arrived  about  that  time, 

Anson  (iray  afterwards  married  one  of  the  Harris  girls — Jane.  The 
farm,  about  one  mile  south  t>f  the  present  town  of  Fort  Seneca,  which 
was  afterwards  owned  by  the  Rev.  J.  J.  Beiihars^  of  the  (Jerman 
Lutheran  church,  and  where  he  died,  was  bought  at  the  land  sales,  by 
Anson  Gray.  In  after  years  (Jray  moved  with  his  family  to  Illinois. 
In  1820,  old  Mr.  McNuti  lived  in  a  log  cabin  at  a  place  that  afterwards 
became  familiarly  known  as  the  *'Wrighr  farm/*  Here  McNutt  cleared 
some  land.  The  cabin  was  built  for  a  school  house,  and  was  the  first 
school  house  built  in  the  Sandusky  valley. 

*»Tbe  Barney  Boys/*  as  they  were  familiarly  called,  allcrwards  lived 
with  Joel  Chapin,  in  the  same  house,  After  wan  Is,  Loren/o  Abb^Jtt 
and  Joel  Cl^pin  and  their  families  lived  in  the  same^house,  I'hey  harl 
rented  the  place,  and  had  about  thirty -five  acres  cleared  and  under 
fence. 

The  widow  Shippy  also  Ii\ed  on  the  Wright  farm,  in  a  caliin  near  ihe 
school  house. 

Three  brothers;  Willard,  Francis  and  L^ra  >prague,  lived  in  a  cabin 
on  the  Urm  that  is  now  known  as  the  Clangwer  place»  Lzra  afl'terwards 
lived  with  a  family  by  the  name  of  Downing.  Most  all  of  these  firsi 
cabins  were  built  in  the  woods,  without  regard  to  section  lines,  roads, 
or  anything  else,  except  to  get  to  some  neighbor,  if  possible,  and  with 
a  view  of  buying  the  lands  at  the  sales,  nr  entering  them  at  the  land 
office  after  the  sales.     Several  of  these  cabins  were  built  by  the  Indians 
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before  they  moved  together  on  to  their  reservation  to  the  east  of  the 
river.  Other  settlers  that  came  on  afterwards  occupied  the  cabins  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  that  the  Senecas  had  abandoned.  In  those 
cabins  the  early  settlers  made  themselves  as  comfortable  as  they  could 
while  they  waited  for  the  time  of  the  land  sales.  There  were  no  cabin^ 
any  distance  west  and  from  the  river,  and  but  two  more  between  the 
fort  and  Lower  Sandusky. 

A  Mr.  Wilson  lived  in  a  cabin  at  a  place  that  afterwards  became 
known  as  the  Frank  .Abbott  farm.  Caleb  Rice  lived  in  a  cabin  on  the 
farm  now  owned  by  .Mr.  William  Montgomery.  Daniel  Rice,  who 
married  .Ann  Barney,  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. He  was  a  brother  of  C'aleb  Rice,  and  his  wiilow  is  siill 
living  with  her  son,  north  of  Clyde,  in  Sandusky  county. 


CHAPTER  V. 


SPEECH  OF  ISAAC  I.  DUMOND  BEFORE   THE   SENECA    PIONEER  ASSOCIATION 
-SAMUEL  CROWELL'S  CONTRIBUTION— THE  DOG-DANCE-SOW-DOWS-KY. 


ON  Tin^  22d  day  of  February.  1869,  being  the  anniversary  of  the 
birth  of  (Jeorge  Washington,  in  conformity  lo  a  call  previously 
issued,  a  large  number  of  the  pioneers  of  Seneca  county  met  at  the 
court  house  in  Tiffin,  to  organize  a  Pioneer  Association.  At  one  of 
the  subsequent  meetings,  February  22,  1871,  Mr.  Isaac  I.  Dumond,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  near  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  in  Pleasant  town- 
ship, read  a  paper  before  the  Association,  which  is  given  below  in  full. 
The  further  proceedings  of  the  Association,  of  general  interest,  will  be 
referred  to  hereafter.     Mr.  Dumond  said: 

Ladies  and  (tKNTlkmkn:— My  father  moved  with  his  family  to  what 
was  then  called  -The  New  Purchase,"  on  the  Sandusky  river,  in  isiM.at 
which  time  I  was  in  my  twentietk  year. 

We  found  the  entire  country  a  wilderness,  with  no  other  than  the  rude 
im]>r()vements  made  by  the  Indians. 

There  was  but  one  public  road  known  as  a  highway  in  all  the  region  of 
the  country  designated  as  the  new  pur<*liase,  winch  was  ojiened  in  the  fall 
of  1S20,  and  ran  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sandusky  river,  north  and  soutli. 
then  known  and  still  continuing  as  the  Marion  State  Roa<l. 

My  father  settled  in  what  is  now  Pleasant  township,  in  this  county,  wlicn*. 
for  a  time,  we  had  to  encounter  matiy  difficulties.  During  a  part  of  tlu» 
year  the  roads  were  almost  impassable,  by  reason  of  the  nni<I  mixed  with 
the  branch  roots.  During  the  summer,  mostpiitoes  and  luMise-tlies  gave  us 
a  degree  of  trouble  that  noun  <'an  realize,  except  from  experience.  TIm* 
flies  would  gather  on  a  liorse  in  sucli  quantities  tliat  a  single  gral)  would  till 
a  man's  hand.  The  Massasaugar.  or  jirairie  rattle-snake,  was  another 
unpleasant  enemy,  which  appeared  in  great  numbei*s.  1  killed  live  in  cutting 
a  small  piece  of  oats:  but  to  my  knowledge,  no  oneevef  suffered  from  them. 

At  that  time  there  we i*e  few  families  living  afimg  the  entire  route  from 
Tymochtee  (which  name  means,  in  the  Imlian  language,  "the  stream  aroimd 
the  plains'')  to  Lower  Sandusky. 

We  had  few  mechanics;  but  the  one  most  needfid  was  a  blai'ksmith.  which 
we  found  in  Lero>  Cresey.  at  Fort  IJall. 

Dr.  Hrainard  was  the  only  i)hysician  in  the  neigh borh(M)d,  and  his  |»racticc 
cxteniled  from  Lower  Sandusky,  his  place  of  residence,  to  Tymochtee. 

Throughout  the  entire  settlement  there  was  not  a  lawyer  to  be  foinid. 
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ill  Ai»ril.  1**-1.  Ail»-r  naxv.i:  ihi :;  u'va:::  :;r.»'n\il.  an<!  on  \\u\\  \u'*\\w\\:\\^\ 
rnulf.  lli'-y  wt-rt-  ••Vfilakni  li>  a  -^i.'U  -^ityiu.  Tl\r  Mit»\\  \\a>  ilaiuv.  aihl  tr-l 
lo  tlinlrptli  •»!  a  I'Hii.  mi'hiiML:  :!:t-  :.»a«!  a-inosi  iinpa»aMi\  aiulsowi-njluHl 
111*"  biislies  ilowii  i»vrr  llitiii.  ilial  :hr>  \\<if  roiuprMivl  lo  abaihlon  \\\v\\ 
wapms.  aiiil  wiili  iinn-Ji  iHiVuully  MirrriMl,tJ  in  vt-arliin^  lioiur  w\\\\  iln'ir 
•»xeii. 

Althoiiirli  t!M*yfarl--l  wa>atiyiiii:  mif.it  Iiail  seoun'tl  to  iuaii>  a  sntVirii'iii 
amount  «tf  hunl  to  artonl  a  ln'iin*  for  \\\v  t'uluiv.  ami  tiM'iu-oiirap'  n<.  \Vt» 
lia<l  ail  atuinilant  I'vop. 

Many  nf  tlit^  iuMi|»le  lia«l  ai-tnl  as  squatters.  Thf  ln»!iaus.  who  liad  lonu 
irly  liveil  un  iht*  \vt*sl  si<le  of  thr  river,  liad  ri'niovivl  lo  ilieir  n»stM'\ation  on 
the  east  siile.  ami  abamlonetl  their  oM  lionies  and  )iouses.  whii'h  were 
appn»priated  hy  the  wliite  setth^rs.  and  heM  luitil  t]>e>  wi^heil  \o  no.  or  weiv 
ilisphiced  hy  a  dee«l  from  I'neh'  Sam.  e«M»ve>invr  the  same  to  somei»oiJ\  rise. 
The  settlement  was  weak  in  ImM.  an<l  to  raise  a  h».ir-eahiu.  the  neiirhhors 
were  often  sununt)ned  from  phiees  live  im*  six  mih»^j  distant. 

Of  those  wiio  <-anje  jirevionstothe  land  sah*>.  soniesulTered  from  sirkness. 
and.  iM'eominjr  disioura^eil,  left,  and  others  ilied:  hul  inunedijitel\  after  the 
lam!  .sales  the  |)0)inlatlon  steadily  inereast'd.  and  in  isi^;;.  Me.  l{nmle\  hnill  .\ 
mill  on  Cireen  creek,  and  soon  after.  Mr.  Moore  huilt  a  mill  on  tln'  Sandnsk> 
river,  in  order  lo  su])i>ly  the  increasi-d  demand,  whieh  ^reatl>  diminished 
llie  ineonvenienre  we  ha«l  all  e\]»erience<l. 

The  early  sett l<*r"^  wt>re  in  Ihe  majority;  ron^h.hni  p'nerons,  whole  sonli-il 
and  kind  towards  imv  another,  and  vwv  ready  to  lend  a  helpin;^'  hand  (o  the 
ueedl. 

The  use  of  into.\i«'atin;f  <lrink>  was  our  greatest  e\  11.  Some  w<»uM  j^et  on 
.sjirees,  and  after  lakin;;  nnieh  whiskv.  would  form  a  rin;r,  and  with  hells, 
liorns.  tin  [lans,  h>^  chains,  or  an\  noisy  instrument,  en^a^e  in  a  hideous 
dance,  sin^r.  and  j^ive  Indian  war-wlnxips.  Such  a  state  of  socit»t>  was  not 
the  rule  entirely.  Imwever.  and  was  wholly  dis|)lace<i  in  a  slmrt  timeh> 
tlie  ingress  of  more  relined  peopU*.  who  controllt>d  the  moral  standard  of 
the  neighborhood.  That  (>nemy  of  civili/ation  whisk>  washani  ti>suhdiie. 
however.  This  is  always  the  case.  1  remiMuher  when  fjirnn'rs  wtudd  hade 
a  bushel  of  <Mn*n  for  live  quarts  t\i  whisky,  and  this  was  jis  necessju>  for 
harvest  as  provisi«»ns. 

In  the  fall  of  ImM.  the  tirsi   <^(.|h.|j||   tuustcr  of  the  mililiii  took   pla<'e  jil. 


Fort  Seneca.  The  rejfrmeiit  minit>ei*eil  about  4U0  men.  under  lien,  Huualry 
HXMJ  <ViK  J,  B,  (*«M)lt^>.  wlio  jjjiVlieretl  hoin  over  the  ninntr>  between  ('oh I 
ervek  imti  Tyni<M*htetMiisin>  having  tii  nunp  out  in  order  to  ivnch  the  foil  in 
tiin*% 

A  ronsiilendde  tra«le  was  eanied  mi  between  the  sontViiTU  p*niic>n  of  the 
f^tate.  after  the  elohe  nf  the  war  uf  Isli!,  and  Lower  Sand nskv  and  Sandusky 
Cit>.  TeauiHeame  hjjided  witli  flour,  baettn  and  wliL^ky,  and  returned  with 
iinh  or  merehaiit  goiwls.  which  were  Hold  at  Frharia,  Spiingtield  and  Uayton. 

T)u*  Indian  trities  here  at  the*  time  of  Ujp  Hrs^t  .st*ttleiuent  by  the  whites, 
were  ilip  Senenis,  t'ayngaR,  Mohawks  and  Onei<his.  The  SenecaH— the  tnosl 
numerous— and  C'ayufiaH  nceu|ueil  tlie  k^wer  part*  and  tho  Oneichis  and 
Mohawks  the  up|>er  piirt  of  the  re»er%'ation,  wlneli  was  nine  miles  nortli  and 
!»outli.  antl  six  luih^s  i*ast  and  wewt,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sandusky  river. 
The  laud  was  held  in  joint  sli>^'k,  and  each  had  the  privilege  uf  nmtin^ 
improvements,  as  he  wished. 

They  numliered  several  hundred,  and  were  not  bad  in  general  eliameter, 
hut  friendly  and  kind  when  well  lreate4l  and  ni»t  maddeneil  liy  whisky,  for 
which  they  had  a  strong  passion.  1  have  known  them  tf^  idler  two  or  three 
dollai-s' worth  of  proods  for  a  quart  of  wliisky;  and,  when  intoxieated*  woidd 
give  jmythiug  they  possessed  for  It* 

They  depended  largely  utnui  lumting  for  subsistenee,  in  which,  when 
t  hihlreii,  they  eommenred  by  sljootinjic  lish  and  snjall  game  with  the  l>ow. 

Most  of  the  Indians  and  squaws  eultivated  eaeh  ii  sniall  piece  of  laiaL 
varying  frotn  a  half  to  two  aeres.  which  they  formerly  il id  with  a  law;  but 
seeing  fjs  use  the  pU>w.  and  tfie  amount  of  labor  sjive<l  thereby,  they  con- 
clndetl  toa\mndon  the  custom  of  1 1 leii^  fathers.  Seeing  two  Indians  plowing 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  one  djiy,  I  crossed  overaud  disciivered  Iheni 
going  Uje  wrong  way  over  the  lan<K  throwing  the  furrows  in.  and  next  time 
rnnniug  inside  of  it,  ami  then  another,  which  they  Ihiaight  very  well,  until 
1  turned  them  the  other  way,  ami  gave  a  little  instructii)n,  which  tliey 
thankfully  received.  They  raised  a  soft  corn,  which  they  pounded  into 
meal  and  used  to  thicken  soup. 

They  had  nuich  idle  time,  wlncli  they  all  liked— the  ehililren  spending  i! 
lii  sluMitiug.  the  old  people  smirking  from  the  pipes  made  in  the  heads  of  the 
tunuihawks,  withanatljnstable  bamlle  forastem.  They  smoked  the  sumac 
leaves,  drietl  and  pounded,  which  gave  a  pleasant  o<Jor. 

The  young  Indians  hat]  a  h)ve  for  sports.  Their  chief  summer  gujiie  Mnaa 
ball— a  ganu*  ifi  which  ten  or  twidve  In  a  side  eugjiged,  the  gnamd  teing 
UMirked  niT  in  a  space  of  about  sixty  rods,  the  center  of  whic^li  was  llic 
starting  point,  Kach  player  hn<l  a  slalY  som«'  tlve  fttel  huig,  with  a  Innv 
made  of  raw  hl<te  on  one  end*  witli  which  to  handle  the  balk  as  no  one  was 
allowcil  to  tcuicli  it  with  his  liamls.  At  the  conmiencemeut*  the  ball  wa^ 
takt'u  ti>  the  center  and  placetl  between  tv\o  of  the  stalTs.  each  pulling 
towani  his  i>ntp<mt.  Then  the  strife  Viegan  U\  get  the  liall  beyontl  the 
outpost  by  every  one.  the  success  in  which  counted  one  for  the  victor,  when 
the  hall  was  taken  to  the  center  again  and  a  new  contest  begant  The  sipniws 
and  older  Indiiins  constituted  the  witnesses  to  these  sports,  and  added  /est 
b)  liieir  cheers. 

The  favorite  winter  siK*rt  wiis  ruiuiing  uptai  skates.    They  woidd  spread 
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a  blanket  on  tliP  M'p  aiitl  jump  over  it  with  skjitt's  «mi.  trviiijr  t«i  excel  in  the 
dLstaiire  niaile  l»eyoii(1. 

Another  favorite  s]M)rt  was  to  thmw  u|u»ii  the  snow,  to  run  the  greatest 
«iistanre,  snow  snakes  inmie  of  hickory  wood,  alM)nt  live  feet  h»ng,  one  and 
one-half  inches  wide,  one  inch  thick,  turned  up  at  the  point  like  a  8nake*s 
head,  and  painteil  black. 

The  Mohawks  and  Oneidas  had  some  veiT  well  edu<-ated  i>eople.  and  most 
of  their  tril)es  could*  read  and  write.  They  ha<l  religious  servi<»es  every 
Sabliath  in  the  form  of  the  Church  of  England,  held  by  a  minister  of  their 
own  tribe.  Tliey  were  excellent  singers,  and  often  attracted  the  whites  to 
their  religious  exercises,  which  pleased  them  very  highly. 

The  Seneeas  and  Cayugas  were  more  incline<l  to  adhere  to  the  custom  of 
their  ftjrefathers.  They  hehl  in  reverence  many  gatherings.  The  green 
troni  dance  was  prominent  among  them,  but  that  most  worthy  of  note  was 
tiie  dog  dance.  Tliis  was  the  great  dance,  which  to(»k  place  about  mid- 
winter, and  lasted  three  <lays,  at  the  clos4»  (^f  which  they  burnt  their  dogs. 

(.▼reat  preparations  were  nuule  for  this  festival.  I*rovisions  in  gi*eat 
abiimlance  were  collectecl  to  constitute  a  common  store,  from  which  all  were 
fe<l.  The  two  dogs  were  selected,  often,  months  in  advance,  well  fed  an<l 
made  fat.  They  were  as  near  alike  as  iM)ssible.  and  white,  with  yellow  spots. 
When  the  time  for  the  festival  arrived,  the  dogs  were  killed— but  in  what 
way  I  never  learned— washed  clean  as  possible,  trimmed  with  pink  nblxnis 
alM)ut  the  neck,  each  leg  and  foot.  an<l  about  the  tail.  After  the  hairs  over 
the  entire  iKKly  were  carefidly  smoothed  down,  they  were  hung  up  by  the 
neck  to  the  ann  of  a  post,  similar  to  a  sign  post,  where  they  remained 
thn>iigh  the  services. 

The  dance  was  held  at  the  council-house,  which  was  built  of  logs,  about 
twenty  feet  wide  and  seventy-five  feet  long,  with  three  holes  in  the  roof  to 
allow  the  smoke  to  esca]>e.  At  these  places  lires  were  kept  burning  during 
tire  s<'iison.  over  which  were  suspeinled  Ijhiss  ketth's  containing  provisions. 
At  this  time,  strong  as  was  their  ai>pelite  for  whisky,  none  was  allowed  on 
the  premises,  and  any  intoxi<-ate(l  person  appearing  was  sent  olT  at  once. 

All  things  l)eing  ready,  their  wardan<-e  began,  wliich  was  participated  in 
by  none  but  those  lit  for  the  service  of  the  warriors.  Blue  Jacket  led  the 
ban«l.  Kiwh  dancer  carried  a  war-club  in  his  right  hand,  and  had  tied  to 
each  leg  a  string  (»f  deer  hoofs,  which  rattled  at  every  step.  The  objt»ct  was 
to  }is.sist  in  keeping  time  t(»  the  music,  wliich  consisted  of  an  Indian  sing- 
ling, and  the  beating  with  a  stick  on  a  dry  skin  streU'hed  over  a  hominy 
bUK-k. 

AVhen  the  music  commenced.  Hlue  Jacket  would  stei>  out  and  walk  around 
the  tire,  exerting  himself  to  dis|>lay  some  warrioi*s'  exi>l()its.  About  the 
.second  roimd,  others  would  fall  in.  an<l  continue  until  tlie  ring  aroimd  the 
tirt  was  full,  all  moving  with  their  faces  toward  the  fire,  until  they  came  to 
some  change  in  the  music,  when  they  would  turn  their  faces  outward,  and 
at  an(»ther  change  trail  in  single  lile,  all  the  while  keeping  time  to  thennisic. 
While  the  Indians  were  thus  engaged,  the  stjuaws  formed  another  ring 
around  another  lire,  but  moveil  very  slow.  They  would  tip  on  their  heels 
and  toes,  alternately,  and  endeavored  to  move  with  the  music. 

At  meal  time  all  were  seate<l  with  wo«Mlen  bowls  and  ladles,  when  tliev 
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\v»'re  served  by  those  iippoiiitt*<i,  niitil  till  w«r«  stitisfhMi.  Then  all  wen* 
tjuletl.v  iiwuiliiijf  Mi*^  ni^xt  ftcnnt*.-  8<>nh  a  nimbling  nnisi*  wjts  heard  at  tlu' 
dm>r  ill  (Hit?  eml  af  Uu*  hcnise.  This  sUirtletl  the  sr|iiaws  and  chihhen,  wliu 
Uit^n  rail  Ui  Ua*  oUwv  end  of  thu  house  Then  the  door  Hew  open,  atid  an 
Imlhui  came  in,  dressed  in  bear  skin*  and  skins  of  some  other  animals.  He 
wore  a  false  faee.  and  farr>  injr  a  dry  turtle  shell  UUed  with  stones*  he  would 
throw  that  about.  Tins,  adde<l  to  his  low.  growling  voiee,  and  menacing 
ways  with  \n»  heafl,  made  a  f  rijflitf  ul  objeei.  Almost  immediately  thereafter 
the  door  at  U»e  other  end  of  the  lH>UHe  would  ojien  and  a  similar  eliaraeter 
enter,  and  soon  another  drop  from  the  roid,  wlio.  striking  his  hands,  pm- 
eewlefl  to  throw  live  roals  and  embers  in  every  direetioii  among  the  rushing 
erowd.  Afl4?r  this  perfomuuire  these  ilemons.  as  they  were  represented  t<» 
he,  ixmtested  in  a  foot  raee.  At  the  end  of  the  third  day  they  burnt  iiw 
doj^s, 

AlUioujj:h  murli  njirth  was  intbilged  in,  tbei-e  was  a  soii.  of  solemnity 
maiutuiued  throughout  the  entire  servieest 

So  far,  Mr.  Dumond.  Although  Mr,  Dumond  had  not  the  advantages 
of  an  education,  having  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  a  farm,  and  in  ihe 
forest,  it  must  be  admitted  that  his  recollections  of  early  days  are  set 
forth  in  a  clear  and  interesting  style. 

The  people  of  Seneca  county  will,  in  all  human  probability,  never 
have  an  opportunity  to  witness  scenes  of  a  like  character,  and  the 
county  being  named  after  these  savages,  a  further  relation  of  incidents 
connected  with  their  stay  on  the  reservation  will  not  be  deemed  oxfi  of 
place  here.  The  following  is  taken  from  ButterfieUrs  history,  who 
copied  from  the  Si//nn'  Aurora: 

More  than  half  of  the  present  township  of  Adams,  and  so  much  of 
Pleasant  tnwnshijp  as  lies  east  of  the  Sandusky  river,  t^ogether  with  a  pt»rtion 
itf  (Minton  and  Stipit»  townships,  formerly  behuiged  to  tlu«  Seneeu  IndiauH, 
Hut  as  we  have  given  a  geographical  deiw^ription  of  most  of  what  w^is  their 
grant  of  hmd,  we  pre  weed  to  a  m(»re  niiiuiti*  a<'ttount  of  that  mktii»ii,  and  we 
i!an  not  better  iiitrtHluee  this  suhjeet  than  by  givitkg  the  fotlowing,  from  the 
acitip-bm^k  id'  Safui»el  ('rowell,  of  Jj<»wer  84indu8ky,  whieh  was  puhlisheii  in 
U»e  Sidney  Aurtim^  in  Ih44,  as  it  relates  some  interesting  facts  relative  lo 
this  nation,  but  pnrtirulariy,  as  it  destribes  their  fanntus  rhief^  *^itunt 
1 1  i<'kory , "    8ays  t  lie  w  rit-e^r: 

The  Sitnecas  who  roamed  thes**  wilds 

In  ages  long  l)y  gone» 
Are  now  rejoicing  in  tlie  chase. 

Towards  the  setting  sun. 

Their  sacrilSces  olTered  up. 

And  Deity  appeasi*d, 
1'hrir  Fatherland  they  left  in  peace, 

With  tht'ir  <»x<'hiuigi*  wi^ll  pleased. 
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Oil  the  lirst  day  of  FehriiHiT,  some  fourteen  years  aj^o.  I  wilnesseil  an 
interesting,  and  to  me.  a  novel,  religions  <-eremony  of  the  Seneca  tribes  of 
Indians,  tiien  oitenpying  the  portion  of  territory  now  eomprising  a  part  of 
Seneea  and  Sandusky  counties,  Ohio,  familiarly  known  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  region  as  the  Seneca  Reservation. 

The  fact  that  this  nation  had  recently  ceded  this  n?serve  to  the  United 
States.  an<i  were  about  to  commemorate,  for  the  last  time  in  this  conntr>\ 
this  annual  festival,  previous  to  tlieir  emigration  to  tlie  Ro(*ky  mountains, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  add  to  it  an  unusual  <legree  of  interest. 

To  those  acquainted  with  the  characteristics  of  the  red  men,  it  is  nnneees- 
sar>'  to  remark  that  there  is  a  resei-veilness  attiu*hed  to  them,  peculiarly  their 
own;  but  especially,  when  about  to  celebrate  this  annual  festival,  they  seem, 
.so  far,  at  least,  as  the  pale-faces  are  concerned,  to  shroud  their  design  in 
iniiHinetrable  ae<Tecy. 

And  tlie  festival  of  which  I  now  speak  might  liave  been,  as  many  others 
of  a  similar  cliaracter  were,  obser\'ed  by  themselves  with  due  solemnity,  and 
without  the  knowledge  or  interference  of  their  white  neighbors,  but  that 
the  general  iwverty  ami  reckless  improvidence  of  the  Senecas  were  proverbial. 
and  those  were  the  ('anses  which  awakened  the  suspicions  of  the  incjuisitive 
Yankees. 

In  onler,  therefore,  that  the  approaching  festival,  as  it  was  intended  to  Ik- 
the  last  of  those  observances  here,  should  not  lack  in  anything  necessary  to 
make  it  imposing,  and  impress  a  permanent  recollection  of  Sandusky  on  the 
minds  of  their  rising  race,  no  effort  was  spared,  and  no  fatigue  regarded, 
that  would  tend  to  promote  this  object.  Thus,  for  some  time  previous  to 
the  i^eriod  of  which  I  am  now  speaking,  by  the  unerring  aim  of  the  Seneca 
rifle,  the  antlers,  with  the  body  of  many  a  Uill  and  stiitely  buck,  fell  prostrate. 
And  in  crowds  the  Indians  now  came  into  Lower  San<lusky,  with  their 
venison  and  their  skins;  and  the  s(iuaws,  with  their  painted  baskets  and 
moccasins,  not,  as  heretofore,  to  barter  for  necessaries,  but  chielly  for 
ornaments. 

♦  «««  ♦  ♦  *««« 

The  principal  headmen,  or  chiefs,  were  (iood  Hunter.  Hard  Hickory  and 
Tall  Chief.  There  were  also  some  "sub."  or  half-chiefs;  aniong  those  of 
the  latter  rank.  Henjamin  F.  Warner,  a  white,  or  half-breed,  had  considerable 
inlluence. 

This  Warner  w-as  a  white  man,  and  had  i)reviously  been  a  lirenian  on  a 
st<^amboat  that  plied  between  IhitTalo  and  (ireen  Hay.  On  one  of  thedown- 
wanl  trips  he  i>ersuaded  an  Indian  woman  who  was  traveling  Ut  Xew  Vork 
to  elope  with  him.  They  came  t4)  the  Seneca  nation  and  were  adopted  by 
them. 

In  this,  as  in  other  nations,  rivilized  as  well  as  savage,  though  lin*re  may 
\ye.  several  men  of  apparent  c(pial  rank,  vet  there  is  usually  one.  who.  thither 
by  artificial  or  universally  acknowle<lged  talf^nt.  directs,  in  a  gn'at  measure, 
the  destinies  of  the  nation,  and  such.ainougthe  Senecas,  was  Hard  Hickory. 

I  And  yet  they  killrd  him  for  robbing  lliein.  as  we  sliall  hereafter  see. 

Al'TIfOK.I 

And.  as  in  the  niiiid  of  man  there  is  sonrelliinjx  intnilive.  heller  known 
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tliHii  <iHine<^  1»>  wkieh  mstinetively,  a»  it  were,  we  ihu\  in  the  Ixisuiu  uf 
iinnther  a  reisiponse  to  our  own  feelings.  So,  in  the  present  oase^  Uiis  tioble 
Iiulhin  soon  disroverei!  in  tlie  lute  Ol»ed  Diekiiisori.  a  mercliaiit  of  Lower 
Sftiidusky.  a  i^enerous,  conlkling  aiul  eievated  rainiL  wUo^h  honorable  vibni- 
lUniH  heat  in  nnison  with  Ins  nwn» 

[This  Mr.  Dickinson  was  the  hrotherof  the  Hon.  RiKlolphus  Dirkiiiacm. 
and  uncle  of  the  pre^ienl  Judyje  i>ii  kinstm.  of  Freuiout/| 

To  Mr,  Dirkinson.  therefore,  he  made  kni>vVTi  the  time  wlieii  they  w*ouhl 
eelehrate  their  festivah  l)y  siirrithinjf  l!ieir  dogs,  ete,,  and  eordially  invited 
liini.to  atttMid  aii  a  guests  and»  if  ^o  tlisivuseil,  to  hri»»g  a  friejul  witli  him, 

Oirreetly  i*uppo«injj  lliat  1  never  hail  an  ojiportnrilty  of  witnessing  this 
j^ligions  rite,  Mr.  D,  kindly  requ«?sted  me  to  aceinnpany  liiiu  to  their  rouneil 
iionse,  on  ttreen  ereek,  in  tlnit  part  of  this  euunty  inelutled  in  tlie  present 
t4>wn8hip  i*f  (treen  Oreek.  On  giving  nie  the  invitatitm.  Mr.  D.  remarked 
that  hv  taking  a  present  in  our  inind,  we  sjhtudd  prohal)ly  Uv  made  the  more 
weh'time;  in  ar<*ordanee,  therefnre,  wUh  tiii»  i^nggestinn,  we  took  with  n^  a 
i|uantity  of  Inaf  HUgar  and  tol»aeeo. 

U  was  8onu*  time  in  the  afternoon  when  we  arrived,  ami  immediately 
thereafter  we  were  uj^hered  into  the  eonneil  house,  vvilli  demonHtrationit  of 
publir  joy  and  marked  respeet. 

As  H<Mai  as  seated,  we  gave  rmr  present*!  to  Hard  nic'koi*y,  wbo»  rising, 
hehi  one  of  them  Mi»,  and  pointing  to  Mr,  IK,  aildrpssed  the  hnlians  in  an 
audible  voice,  in  their  own  tongue;  then  hohling  up  tlie  other,  he  pointe<i  to 
me.  repeating  Ut  them  what  he  had  T>efore  iw^iid*  This  done,  he  tunieil  to  us 
Jiiid  said:  ''  Vou  sl^iy  here  as  long  a.s  Viiu  want:  nidiotly  hurt  you/^  Couliding 
in  the  assurance  of  this  eliief^  I  hung  up  my  valise,  in  whieh  wei^  aomi- 
imprutant  paper?*,  for  I  wils  tUen  tm  u»y  way  fnrtiier  east,  attending  to  m> 
ollit'ial  duties  an  Sheiiflf  of  this  eoiiiity,  and  felt  perfectly  at  home. 

To  tlie  inliahitauts  of  this  sei*tion  of  Ohio  a  minute  dettcriptiou  of  the 
i:<nmcil  hfMiHe  v\t>rdd  be  deemetl  nnneces!«arv.  Sulliee  it  to  say,  that  its 
dimensions  were  perhaps  sixty  by  twenty-live  feel:  a  tire-place  in  thecent*^r, 
Hud  cvMTesponding  therewith*  an  aperture  was  left  in  the  roof  for  tjie  smoke 
to  ascend, 

t'ontiguous  ti»  the  hre^jdace  were  two  upright  posts,  b»  which  a  l>oar»t 
fouileeu  or  lifteeu  inches  broatl  was  (Irudy  fastened,  and  over  this  iHiard  the 
hkin  of  a  deer  was  stretched  very  tight.  On  a  seat  neai*  hy  this  iMuird  sat  a 
Idind  Indian  with  a  giiurd  in  his  hand.  In  whirli  wei^  beans  or  conn  With 
Ihi.s  he  Ileal  time  for  the  dancers,  8iu*h  was  the  mnsieiaii.  and  such  the 
music. 

llie  dancing  hatl  enuimenced  pi*evioiis  to  our  ainvaU  and  wits  cnritiniied. 
with  little* intepnission,  for  several  successive  tlays  and  nights.  An  »*(T(ul 
by  me  lo  describe  tlieir  manner  of  dancing  wmdd  be  fruitless.  I  have 
witnessed  dancing  assemldies  in  popuh>us  cities  of  tlie  e^ist,  among  thf 
relbieil  ihisw^s  »>f  society,  hut  having  seen  nothing  like  this.  I  mu«t  therefore 
pronouiK'e  it /rio  f/r/K'Wj*.  1  was  strongly  stdicited  liy  some  of  the  chiefs  io 
unite  with  them  in  the  <tance;  I,  however,  declined  the  intendeil  h<mor,  tmt 
gave  io  one  of  them  my  cane,  as  a  proxy,  with  whicli  he  .Het^med  imich 
deUghUnK  Several  of  their  white  neighbors,  lM>tb  male  and  femule,  untennl 
the  ring. 
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Til  'IV  was.  fill  this  om-asion.  a  spIeiKiiii  display  of  «iniaiiieiit.  Thos<'  wlto 
have  seen  the  nienil»ers  i^f  a  certain  s«>i*iety.  in  tlieir  ni«>st  pn»siH»nMis  da>>. 
uian*h  in  pnH-ession  in  htumr  of  their  i^itmn  siiint.«letn)Rite<l  with  tlie  Kitl::os 
Hill]  insifniia  of  their  onler.  may  liave  s«»nie  eonreption  of  the  «ln»>*i  antl 
«»niainental  deettRitiim  i»f  thosr  lieail  men  while  enjrajre»l  in  the  tianre. 

I  will  selert  **f'i#*/»i  E  F*htt'ihn,</'  Their  <UH-tor.  as  he  was  ralltHl.  wore 
ver>lon^  hair,  and  fn»m  tli»*  napp  of  his  neek  to  the  tennination  of  his  7»?f»;. . 
tliere  was  a  rontinnons  line  of  pieces  of  silver— the  upper  one  heiniir  larir»*r 
tliau  a  dollar,  and  the  I«iwer  one  less  than  a  half-ilinie. 

S»me  of  the  more  intVrior  Indians  were  stuek  over  with  hanhles  anil  huii;: 
nuuul  with  slrin^rs.  Many  of  them  wore  small  bells  tied  anMnid  lli»*ir 
ankles:  and  tlutsewho  rtinhl  not  atTonl  l>ells  had  deer-lnH)fs  in  place  ihen'of. 
These  made  a  jin^lin^  ?^»und  as  they  put  d«iwn  their  ft»et  in  the  dance. 

The  sipiaws.  also,  exhihitetl  themselves  to  the  best  atlvanta^e.  Sexenil  of 
them  were  splendidly  attireil  and  de<*oratetl.  Their  dresses  were  chie!l\  of 
silk.  f»f  various  c<ihirs.  ami  s<>me  were  of  >r<><Hl,  old-fashioneil  ipieens-^ray. 
These  dres.ses  were  not  *'cut."  as  our  fair  lielles  would  say.  'i  ht  nuMh .  hut 
they  were  cut  and  made  after  their  own  fashion:  that  is.  not  so  lon^  as  to 
conceal  the  s<*arlet  ht>se,  their  ankles,  their  small  feet,  or  their  moi-casins. 
which  were  so  injjeniously  l)eaded  and  manufactured  hy  their  own  olive 
hands. 

Xor  must  I  omit  siiyin^  that  the  propriety  anil  correi*t  demeanor  of  the 
Indians,  and  the  nunlest  deimrtment  of  the  squaws,  merited  the  highest 
commendation. 

At  the  commencement  of  each  dance,  or,  to  Ikhmow  our  own  phraseology, 
each  '•set-dam'c."  a  <*hief  lirst  i*ose  and  l>epin  to  sinj;^  the  wonl  "Vah-llo- 
Wah!"  with  slow,  sonorous  and  stronj?  syllabic  emphasis,  keeping  time  with 
his  feet,  and  advancing  round  the  house:  directly  arose  another,  and  then,  in 
regidar  suc^-ession.  one  after  another,  risinjr  and  sinjjin^  the  same  wonl.  and 
falling  in  the  rear,  until  all  the  Indians  had  joined  in  the  dance.  Next,  the 
squaws,  at  a  respectful  distance  in  the  rear,  in  the  siune  maimer,  by  s4»nionly . 
rose  and  united  in  the  son);  and  dance. 

Now  the  step  was  (piicker  and  the  pronunciation  more  nipid  all  sin>?injr 
and  all  dancing,  while  Jim.  the  blind  musician,  struck  harder  and  faster 
with  his  )(ourd  on  the  undressed  deer-skin:  thus  they  continued,  the  same, 
for  more  than  an  hour,  without  <*essiUion. 

The  Indian  Imas  who  did  not  join  in  the  dance,  amused  themselves  the 
meanwhile,  dischar^inj^  heavily  loaded  muskets  throuj^h  the  aperture  in  the 
roof,  the  reverbetions  of  which  were  almost  deafeninjj.  Taken  to^jether.  to 
the  eye  and  ear  of  a  stran^ccr.  it  seemed  like  a  frantic  festivity. 

Tall  Chief,  who  was  contined  to  his  bed  by  indisposition,  felt  it  so  much 
his  duty  to  j(Mn  in  the  dance  with  his  people,  that  he  actually  left  his  bed. 
notwithstandinjr  it  was  mid-winter,  came  to  the  council  house,  and  took 
part  in  the  dance  as  lonj^  as  he  was  able  to  stand. 

About  the  "noon  of  ui^hi.^'  Hard  Hickory  invited  Mr.  I),  to  ac<*ept  of  a 
bed  at  his  residence.  To  this  pnqmsition  we  readily  assented.  Here  we 
were  hospitably  provided  for,  and  entertained  in  a  style  which  we  little 
anticipated.  Kven  amon^  many  of  our  white  inhabitants,  at  this  early  day, 
a  curtained  bed  was  a  luxury  not  often  enjoyed.    Such  was  the  bed  we 


102 


HISTORY   OF   SENECA    COUNTN 


ocrupierJ.  J^Uortl)  atter  our  arrival  at  tlie  house  of  tijis  rliief,  Mr.  I),  rrtireiL 
Not  so  with  otJT  frit^mny  hont  ami  myself.  While  sitting  near  a  ch^an  hri(*k 
hearth,  before  a  rheerfiil  tire,  Hunl  Hickory  unhoHome<l  himself  to  me 
iiiirescrviHlly.  Mr.  I),  was  asleep,  ami  the  chief  and  I  were  then  the  only 
persons  in  the  house. 

Hani  Hirkt»r>%  amonK  other  tliinjjH,  tokl  me  it  was  oMlng  chielly  to  liim 
that  this  feast  was  now  rplt^hrutetl;  that  it  was  in  part  to  appease  tlie  anger 
of  the  (iood  Spirit,  in  eonsecpienee  of  a  dream  he  lately  had,  and  as  an 
explanation,  he  gave  me  the  following  narration: 

"ile  dreamed  he  was  fleeing  from  an  enemy;  it  was,  he  supposed,  some- 
thing snpenjatiiral— perhaps  an  evil  spirit;  that  aftt^r  it  had  pursued  hini  a 
long  lime,  and  ft>r  a  g^reat  diatanee.  and  every  eltort  to  eseape  from  it  seemeil 
impmssible^  as  il  was  now  at  his  heels,  and  he  almost  exhausti^cL  .\t  this 
perilous  time  he  siiw  a  large  waU*r,  t4>  whieh  he  made  with  all  his  remaining 
strenj^h,  and  at  the  very  iTist^mt,  when  he  expeeteil  every  hound  to  he  his 
last,  he  heheld.  to  his  joy,  a  eanoe  near  the  shore;  this  appeared  as  Ids  last 
hope;  breathless,  and  faint,  he  threw  himself  iuto  it,  and  tliat  moment,,  of 
its  own  ae("ord.  nukk  as  an  arrow  fr«im  the  bow,  it  shot  from  t)ie  shore, 
leaving  his  [mrsoer  behind/' 

While  relating  this  rireumatanoe  to  rae,  which  he  did  with  eamestneas, 
trepidation  and  alarm  slrorigly  expressed  in  liis  eountenanre,  lie  t04»k  fnmi 
Uis  bosom  something  neatly  and  earefnlly  enclosed  in  several  distim*t  fohla 
qf  hurkskin.  This  he  l>egan  to  unroll,  laying  each  pieee  by  flself,  and  on 
opening  the  last  there  was  enclosed  therein  a  miniature  eanoe, 

On  handing  it  to  me  to  lot^k  at,  he  remarkeil  that  no  other  person,  mvnt 
myself  and  he.  had  ever  seen  it,  and  tliat  as  a  memento,  he  wonld  wear  it  in 
his  bosom  as  long  as  he  liverb 

It  was  a  piece  of  light  wo^hI,  resembling  cork,  about  six  inches  long:  and. 
as  it  was  intended,  so  it  was.  a  perfect  model  of  a  canoe.         *        •        • 

The  uight  now  being  far  advanced,  he  iK>iuted  to  tl»e  befl  and  lohl  me  to 
sleep  there— but  that  lie  must  go  t*j  the  ciutTicil  house  to  the  ilauce,  for  his 
pt*ople  would  not  like  it  if  he  would  st^iy  away— and  wishing  me  good-night, 
he  withdrew. 

So  far,  Mr.  Crowelb  Another  eye-witness  of  this  last  sacred  ritual 
proceeds  to  relate  the  remainder  of  that  night's  proceedings  at  the 
council  house,  as  follows: 


Tlie  Hrst  oV^jert  which  arresteil  our  attention  was  a  pair  of  dogs,  male  mid 
female,  suspeudc*!  i»n  a  cross—otte  on  each  side.  These  aninudH  ha*!  been 
strangled— not  a  Inuie  was  broken— nor  ctndd  a  diHarrunged  hair  be  seen. 
They  were  of  a  beautiful  cream  color,  except  a  few  daik  spi»ts  ou  one— 
naturally— which  same  spoLs  were  put  ofi  the  other,  artificially,  by  the  dev- 
otees. The  Indians  are  very  partial  in  the  selection  of  dogs  entirely  ^hile 
for  this  occasion,  and  for  which  they  will  give  almost  any  price. 

Now  for  part  of  the  decorations, and  a  description  of  cme  will  do  ff>rl:H>tli: 
First,  a  s^'arlet  ribbon  was  tastefidly  tied  just  aVM>ve  the  noae,  and  near  the 
eyes,  another:  next,  around  the  ueck  was  a  white  riblKin.  to  which  were 
attiiched  some  bulbs,  concealed  in  another  white  ribbon;  this  was  placed 
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JyTjwl^fThenjtlil  ear.  ami  f  Hupp<i»e  it  wjiii  inli^iidetl  nn  nn  aninl(*t  i»r 
ehurtn.  Then  rihIioiiH  weiv  UtiurMl  unnnul  the  fure-le^«,  at  the  kiu-et*.  ami 
neur  the  t*^el.  Th*^rte  were  red  iuici  white»  Jiltenmtely.  Around  the  IwHly 
Wi4i4  u  prohme  lieeoratinn;  then  the  hind-legn  were  ileronite<i  an  the  fijre-legw. 
Thus  were  the  vktinis  prepared,  and  thus  ornameiiteil,  for  the  burnt- 
oJTerinjr. 

Whih*  minutely  niiikinj^'  this  exanjiuatiDn,  I  was  almimt  nneou»cioua  of 
Uie  euUerlion  t»f  a  hirge  niJml>er  of  Indiiins,  whc»  were  then  assembled  tci 
itfTtT  their  aaeri litres,  Adjaeerit  to  the  eross  vfus  a  hirge  fire  built  on  a  few 
logs;  and,  Lhouifh  liw  snciw  was  neveral  inehes  deep,  they  liatl  prepared  a 
ftUtMcient  (|UHTility  nf  wood,  removed  the  snow  from  the  lo^fn  and  phiet*<i 
tliereon  their  tire.  I  liave  often  reg'rctted  that  I  dirl  not  see  them  li^lit  tlita 
pile.  My  opinion  in,  that  they  dhl  not  iwe  ordinary  lire,  lint  j^truck  lire  w^itli 
a  Hteel,  this  being  th^emed  sa(ued. 

It  was  near  morning,  and  the  nun  about  risings  when  tht*  Indiana  Bimuita- 
tieouHly  formed  a  semi-fdrele,  erudosmg  the  eross,  each  tlauk  resting  on  Ibe 
pile  of  logs. 

(rood  lltinter.  who  olljfiated  as  high-prieiit,  now  appeared  and  approaehed 
the  eros8.     Arrayed  in  Ids  pontitiral  roben,  lie  Ifioked  tjuite  respei^table. 

The  Indians  lieingall  ar^Hembleil— f  nay  Irulians,  for  Jiow  tliere  w^as  iiotH 
jM^uaw  present  -at  a  signal  given  by  the  lugh-priest,  two  young  chief  h  sprang 
«l*on  the  cross,  and  eaeh  taldng  off  one  of  the  dogs,  bnmght  it  dow^n  and 
presented  it  on  his  arms  to  the  high-prie^it.  who,  receiving  it  with  great 
reverence,  in  like  manner  advanced  to  the  t\r«^,  and  with  a  very  grave  and 
solemn  air,  ^aid  it  thereon.  This  he  aim*  did  with  tln^  other.  Jle  then 
retire*!  to  tlie  cross. 

In  a  deviuit  manner,  be  now  commenced  an  oration.  The  tone  of  hi» 
voice  was  audible,  anrl  somewhat  chanting.  At  every  pause  in  his  disrourae 
he  toiik  from  a  white  cloth  he  held  ir»  his  left  hand  a  portion  of  dried, 
<Mloriferotis  herbs,  which  he  threw  on  the  lire.  This  was  intentJed  as 
im'eu8e.  In  the  im^anwhile,  liis  auditfiry,  their  eyes  on  the  ground,  with 
grave  aspect,  and  in  solemn  silence,  stood  raf^tioulesa,  listening  to  every 
w*ord  !\e  uttered.  Thus  lie  proceeded,  until  the  dogs  were  entirely  consumed 
am)  the  incense  exhausted,  when  be  concluded  his  service. 

The  ol)liition  now  made  ami  the  wrath  i^f  the  ti reat  .Spirit,  as  they  lielieved. 
appeased,  tht^y  again  assembled  for  tlie  purpose  of  performing  a  part  of 
their  festival  different  from  any  I  had  yet  witnessed.  Karh  Indian,  as  he 
entered. seated  himself  on  the  Ilonr,  thus  birniing  a  larj^e  circle,  when  one  of 
the  old  chiefs  rose,  and  with  tluit  uative  dignity  which  some  huiians  possess 
in  a  great  cb^gree,  recounted  his  exploits  as  a  warrior:  told  in  liow  muny 
tight«  be  had  been  the  victor,  the  number  of  scalps  lie  had  taken  from  his 
enemies,  and  wjjat.  at  the  liead  of  liis  braves,  he  yet  intended  to  do  at  the 
[UK>ky  mountains.  a*H'ompaiiying  his  narration  with  energy,  warmth,  and 
strong  gesticnhititui.  When  he  ended,  he  received  the  unanimous  applause 
of  the  assembled  tribe. 

This  meed  id'  pniise  w^as  awimled  t-o  tlie  chief  by  'niii-ee  times  tliree"' 
aniculations.  wldch  were  pnq>erly  neither  iiusal,  oral,  m^r  guttural,  but 
rather  alMlomiuab 

Others  fidlowed  in  like  manner.    Among  these  was  Good  Hunter;  hut  he 
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*'IIjiU  Ijiitl  liiH  nt!»pj*  away, 
His  milrp  imkI  Ins  vest*" 

1 1  in  ivmarks  weri'  not  iWWt}  with  siicli  iMMntmnt  as  Komt*  others,  hut  biit^f, 
lumh'iit  iiii<l  appropriate;  in  i*hoit.  they  were  smU  as  hecauie  a  priest  of  tni^ 
of  Hit*  lost  ten  tritien  of  lintel, 

AClrr  III!  hail  spokeu  who  vvisheil  l*»  speak,  the  Ihior  was  rh*are»i  aiitl  the 
♦JaiK'eri'U**we(L  in  whieh  IndiMii  aiitl  Nijtmwtrniteil  witli  their  woiiieil  hilarity 
and  zeal  Just  a^^  the  dan^e  rruit^L  an  hulian  »xiy  ran  t4i  me,  and  with  fear 
ilepicted  on  his  eonnt^nane»\  i*unj?ht  m«-  hy  tlie  arm  an*!  drew  m«*  to  the 
diior.  ptnntlnii;  with  his  other  hand  towanls  souieCliln^  whieh  he  Hi»hHl  me 
to  ohseni*. 

I  looked  in  tJiat  dinntion  and  saw  the  fippi^aninee  (*f  an  lridi;i7i  rnnninjj;  al 
fnll  speed  to  tlie  eiMinrii  house:  in  an  instarit  he  Wfis  in  Stand  lilerally  in 
the  tire,  whieli  he  took  in  his  hands  and  threw  coals  and  ashes  in  variiMm 
direetions  through  the  honsi\  and  apparently,  all  owr  himself.  At  his 
euinuiee»  the  yonniJ  Indians,  muih  alarmed.  Inul  all  fled  to  the  other  end  of 
the  hi>use.  where  they  remained  ennvded  to^etiier  in  ^reat  dreail  of  his 
personiUcation  of  the  Kvil  Spirit.  After  diverting  himself  with  the  Ilren 
ft?w  nuuin^nts  at  the  expense  of  the  >ouuj?  cint*s«  to  tlndr  no  small  jov ,  he 
disat»pf'Hred, 

This  was  an  Indian  disj^dsed  with  a  hideous  false-face,  having  hon»s  on 
his  hejwK  and  his  hands  and  feet  proi**t'ted  from  the  elfecLs  of  the  tire:  and 
ihoujk'h  not  a  professed  *vrtre-kiiig/'  he  eertaialy  perfurmtnl  his  part  to 
admiration. 

Dinintf  tin*  rontinuanee  of  the  festival,  the  hospitality  nf  the-Indians  was 
unl>ounded.  In  thr  council  house  and  at  the  residem-e  of  the  Tall  Chief 
were  a  numl>er  of  lar^e,  fat  hucks.  and  tat  hogs.  hani^UK  up  and  neatly 
dressed.     Bretul,  also,  (»f  Ixdh  cuirn  and  wheat*  in  great  ahundanie. 

l^arge  kettles  of  sotip.  roa<l>  ]ue}iared,  in  which  maple  sugar,  profurtely 
ailded,  made  a  prominent  ingredient,  thus  forming  a  very  agreeahle  sarcha- 
nu*?i  coalesceni'e.  All  weie  invited,  and  all  wert*  made  welcome;  indeed « 
a  refusid  l*»  partake  id"  their  hounty  was  dt*cnied  disrespectful,  if  not 
unfrieiully. 

I  left  them  in  (lie  afliTUoon  enjoying  themselvrs  t«»  the  fullest  extent;  and 
so  far  as  I  iofdd  l^erccivl^  llieir  pleasure  was  wltlnud  alli>y.  They  were 
eating  and  drinking— hid  on  this  occasion  no  ardenl  spirits  wei-e  penniited 
—dancing  and  rejoicing,  earingt  arid  iirohahly  thinking  not  of,  t4>-morro>v. 

The  word  Sandusky,  that  has  given  names  to  so  many  towrib  and 
other  plares,  and  especially  to  this  river,  $ccm$  to  be  buried  in  obsctirifv, 
as  to  it*»  origin.  .Authors  differ  niatcriiUy,  and  their  researches  seem 
to  have  led  them  into  mists  where  ii  ii^  easy  tu  liec<utie  associated  with 
error.  In  fact,  ll  reipjires  a  good,  strong  light  in  every  directiun  of 
imiuiry  to  discriminate  between  truth  and  error.  History  i^  not  exempt 
from  the  rule*  Even  in  the  popular  sciences  of  the  day,  one  thinker 
refute*  and  attacks  the  assertions  anti  the  theories  of  another;  and 
heretics,  critics  ami  Iri^ethinkers  seem   to  think   that   they  ran  find 
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errors  in  the  preaching  of  the  glorious  gospel  of  our  holy  religion,  and 
the  administration  of  the  church  of  (iod  on  earth.  So  it  is.  Men 
will  differ  on  almost  everything.  To  avoid  being  d'i'nounced  as  a  critic, 
the  views  of  the  several  authors  on  the  origin  ot  the  word  Sandusky 
are  recorded  here  without  comment,  except  one  instance,  and  this 
only. 

Says  Mr.  Butterfield,  p.  74:  **As  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  this 
river,  there  are  two  opinions.  By  some  it  is  believed  to  be  a  word  of 
French  extraction,  given  to  the  bay  and  river  by  the  Indians,  in  honor 
of  the  first  French  trader  who  visited  the  country.  In  Cham])aign 
county,  Illinois,  there  is  now  living  a  man  of  this  name,  who  <:laims 
that  one  of  his  ancestors,  settling  at  an  early  period  upon  the  Sandusky, 
and  becoming  a  great  favorite  among  the  Indians,  they,  as  a  mark  of 
respect,  gave  his  name  (Sow-dows-ky)  to  the  river  and  bay." 

Nobody  will  deny  the  fact  that  the  Butterfields  are  a  little  prejudiced 
in  favor  of  the  French,  and  they  have  a  right  to  be;  but  nobody  will 
believe  that  **Sow-dows-ky"  is  a  French  name.  If  the  origin  in  that 
direction  had  been  traced  to  a  Russian  or  a  Pole,  it  would  have  been 
more  excusable.  The  French  have  no  iv  in  their  alphabet,  nor  in  their 
names. 

Of  the  old  Indian  tradition  given  by  the  warriors  to  CJen.  Harrison, 
the  following  is  the  origin:  After  the  naval  fight  between  the  Wyandots 
and  Senecas,  heretofore  mentioned,  the  conijuering  band,  having  landed 
at  Maumee,  followed  the  lake  shore  towards  the  east,  passing  and 
giving  names  to  bays,  creeks  and  rivers,  until  they  arrived  at  C'old 
creek,  where  it  enters  the  Sandusky  bay.  Being  charmed  with  the 
"^  springs  of  clear,  cold  water  in  this  vicinity,  they  pitched  their  tents  and 
engaged  in  hunting  and  fishing.  By  them  (the  Wyandots)  the  bay  and 
river  were  called  Sandusky,  meaning,  in  their  language,  **at  the  cold 
water." 

Mr.  John  H.  James,  an  old  veteran  pioneer  of  L'rbana,  Ohio,  in  a 
note  to  the  American  Pioneer,  mentions  a  part  of  a  conversation  he 
had  with  William  Walker,  at  Columbus,  in  1835-6,  when  he  was  the 
principal  chief  of  the  Wyandots  at  Upper  Sandusky,  and  says:  '*!  asked 
of  him  the  meaning  of  the  word  'Sandusky.'  He  said  it  meant  *at  the 
cold  water,'  and  said  it  should  be  pronounced  *San-doos-tee.'  He 
said  it  carried  with  it  the  force  of  a  preposition."  The  U})|)er  Cold 
Water  and  the  Lower  C'oUl  Water,  then,  were  descriptive  Indian  names, 
given  long  before  the  presence  of  the  trader,  Sow-dows-ky. 

In  the  vocabulary  of  Wyandot  words  given  by  John  Johnson,  l-^scj., 
formerly  Indian  agent  in  Ohio,  printed  in  Archaiologia  Americana,  vol. 
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I,  p.  295,  the  word  "water"  is  given  "Sa-un-dus-tee,"  or,  "water 
within  water  pools." 

The  historians  of  Ohio  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  the  meaning  of  the 
word  as  "at  the  cold  water;"  but  Mr.  Butterfield,  in  his  Crawford,  p. 
147,  says  that  Sandusky  is  the  old  "San-dus-quet"  of  the  old  French 
traders  and  voyagers;  "^ah-un-dus-kee,"  "clear  water,"  or,  "San-doos- 
tee,"  "at  the  cold  water."  *  *         *         *  Qj.^  j^  j^^y  i^ave 

been  derived  from  "Sa-un-dus-tee,"  "water  within  water  pools." 

They  will  stick  in  the  Frenchman,  any  way.  But  no  matter  about 
the  origin.  It  is  not  very  likely  that  any  better  light  will  ever  be 
thrown  upon  the  origin  of  the  word. 

While  on  this  subject,  it  should  also  be  remembered  that  the  terms, 
"Miami  of  the  Lake,"  or  "Miami  of  Lake  Krie,"  wherever  they  occur, 
should  not  be  confounded  with  the  "Great"  and  "Little  Miami," 
which*are  tributaries  of  the  Ohio.  The  former  terms,  simply  mean  and 
signify  the  Maumee  river.  "Mad  Spirit"  is  the  Indian  signification  of 
"Erie." 
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EARLY  SETTLERS- STATEMENT  OF  MRS.  STANLEY-THE  HARRIS  FAMTLY- 
ROBBERY  OF  SPICER  THE  BRUSH-DAM  PETER  PORK-JACOB  KNISELY 
AND  CROW-GOING  TO  MILL-KILLING  WITCHES- WOLVES  THE  FIRST 
HORSE  RACE. 


STATEMENT   OP    MRS.  STANLEY, 

TO  \Vm.  Lano,  E.sg.— Bdng  nne  of  the  ohleat  s«^ttler»  of  J^eneca  coutft> 
Tiim  living,  and  remenib«?iiug  a  great  many  iTichlHiitii  ronnet'UHl  with 
lh«*  f*arly  ai^ttlem^it  of  thp  roiuity  along  Ih*'  SivruluHky  riv«r.  I  will  oimiply 
witfj  your  inviUitiOu  and  hereby  send  yon  a  whort  jstatement,  which  yon  may 
use.  if  found  appropriut^.  Respet'tfnlly, 

TaBITHA  8TANLKY. 

'*My  gnmd-fatht'^r  came  from  England,  a  young  man.  and  single.  His  name 
wiiH  Sanintd  Harris.  My  grand-mother*^  name  was  Betsey  lioner,  and  site 
wai^^H  native  of  Ireland.  Tliey  were  married  in  I'liiladelphia,  Pennsylvania, 
long  hetore  the  revolutionary  war,  and  settUfd  in  Ilarrishnrgh,  Pennsylvania, 
where  my  father,  William  Harris,  was  born  in  17tiO. 

After  the  war  he  married  Mary  Meatl,  whose  father  came  from  Wales, 
My  father  enlisted  as  a  soUlier  in  the  revolutionary  war  when  he  was  but  a 
mere  boy,  only  fourteen  years  old,  aa  a  private,  and  sennet!  dnring  the  wart*i 
the  <*lo»e.  He  never  received  a  pension  for  his  sen  iee»  in  the  war  until  after 
he  moved  to  Senera  eounty,  when  Mr.  AIk?1  Raws<jn,  one  of  the  [doneei 
lawyers  of  Tillin,  proenre^i  it  for  him. 

M>  parents  rained  ten  chydren.  Fietsey.  my  oliiest  sister,  was  marrie<l  to 
David  RobertH; ;  Hettie  was  married  Uy  Moses  Hunt ;  brother  Augustus  was 
married  to  Aurelia  Clark ;  Naney  was  married  to  Cliambers  Mead  ;  Polly 
marrie<l  James  Eaton;  brother  Sumnel  died  in  what  is  nowTownseufl  town- 
ship in  Sandusky  eomity,Ohio,  in  1S2H.  in  the  tw^enty-eighth  year  of  his  age, 
and  unmarried  :  John  married  Betsey  Hays :  Minerva  marrieil  Henjamin 
Barney;  Tabitha.  Imyselfj  married  Benjamin  rnlverin  1828;  and  Jane,  the 
yiuuigestof  onrrhihlren,  married  Anson  Umy.  Minena,  Jane  and  myself 
'were  married  in  this  etnmty  ami  were  anmngst  tlie  few  Urst  white  girls  that 
were  married  here  at  that  time.  Barney.  Culver  and  (rray  were  annuigst  the 
few  tirst  settlers  that  located  here. 

My  fathiM-  moved  from  Ilarrislmrgh  into  Livingston  eonnty.  hi  the  sUite 
of  New  York,  wliere  we  lived  mitil  th»^  year  isis,  ami  in  that  year  we  moved 
b«ick  to  Pennsylvania  and  settletl  near  M^advilleju  Crawford  county.    Here 

'  sister  Xans  y  was  married  Uy  ClunuUers  Mead.    She  died  at  Meadville. 

Then  we  left  Livingst<jn  eoinity.  New  York,  U)  move  to  Pennsylvania,  some 
of  my  brothers  and  sisters  were  married,  and  stayed  there.     Father  and 
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luothfT,  with  Ihi^rfsl  of  iis  I'hiJdnui  tlmf  wint*  not  marne^l  — JSaiirv,  Samli^n" 
Joluu  MinervH*  Tabitlia,  Jiure.  and  Marshal  Harns— stait*-!]  t4>|yfpther,  Wlifii 
we  )fol  to  Ulean  Point  my  father  honjiht  a  ]>oal,  culleLi  a  8tMiw.  On  ihbs  Uv 
jiiK  our  goods,  Wii^oii  and  alL  .John  ami  myself  toc^k  thr^^t*  horj+eh  and  l^vo 
tMivvs,  and  drove  theni  ovtM'lund  for  LawTHnrtdmri^h.  On  the  wa>  there  a 
man  oveiior>k  \is^  and  at  his  reijuesl  we  let  him  ride  ime  t>f  the*  horses,  atid 
the  nusi^al  nui  «way  with  tlie  horse.  There  was*  at  that  time  no  nvjul  drnvn 
tlie  valh'y  i>f  the  Allegheny.  When  we  all  met  at  Lawrencetmrgh  we  left 
tlie  si!ow\  and  hltrhed  the  horses  to  the, wagon  and  traveled  together  to 
Mendvrlle.  where  we  nettled.  Here  we  stayed  ahont  two  yeai^s:  then  my 
brother  Samnel  ami  a  yoirn>:  man  hv  the  name  of  John  Eal4»n,  from  the  state 
id'Xew  Vork,  staited  for  Ohi*>ou  foot,  for  the  purpose  of  prospeeiing  and 
exploring  the  eonntry.  They  eame  to  the  viiUey  of  the  8andnsky»  and  \n  rote 
h;n'k  to  iiH  to  park  up  and  come  out  here  :  that  they  had  found  an  exeelleiit 
roiirilry,  etc. 

The  foliowiti}^  winter  my  father  and  hrolher  John  started  for  Ohio  to  meet 
tlie  Ir\\s  here,  InavinK  the  rest  uf  tjs  at  Mt^adviJle.  My  father  was  n  ^m- 
Hmith  tiy  trade,  and  brought  his  totds  with  him,  lie  fint  up  a  shop  on  tlit* 
ninth  east  \nivX  of  a  pieee  of  land  that  aft**rwards  became  the  projiert>  of  my 
hnshiuid,  Benjiimin  t'uiver.  an«l  known  as  the  fjilver  farm,  near  Fort  Senivw. 

In  tlie  follow  injr  spring  bither  and  Jrdm  eame  baek  to  Meadville,  iinc]  then 
we  all  started  for  the  Sjuidusky  valley,  except  my  sister  Naney.  who  was 
then  married.  When  we  got  here  we  found  the  <*onntry  a  tlense  wilderneBft. 
We  put  up  with  Harney's  f<ilks.  arid  moved  into  the  same  eabin  they  oeeu- 
pied.  whi<'h  had  been  built  by  William  Spieer,  wlm  then  had  nroved  uinm  his 
s^'ction  in  the  Seneea  reservation,  east  of  the  river.  Spieer  was  an  Indian 
eaptive,  and  batl  :i  family  <if  half  Imlimi  chrldrprL  Their  names  were  John, 
James,  Small  ('loud.  Little  Town,  auil  i>n*^  daughter,  who  was  married  to 
another  white  i-aptive  by  the  name  of  t'row.  Spicer  was  a  great  help  to  the 
new  earners,  for  he  had  eattle,  honses  and  lK»gs  in  hirge  nniiibers.  lie  used 
to  let  his  land  nut  on  shares,  imd  often  furnished  luirseH  and  i»xen  to  farm 
with,  lie  sold  a  great  deal  of  rorn  t-*^  tht*  immigrants  :  ah*o  euttle  and  hogs. 
ami  often  let  cows  <mt  for  pay*  He  was  a  gooil  neighlMir*  ever  read)  ami 
willing  b»  help  the  needy.  People  often  Injrrowed  bis  lu*rses  aial  oxen  to  gii 
to  the  milL  We  iiad  to  go  Ut  Monmeville  or  to  t'<dd  t'reek  Mills,  to  gel  our 
grinding  done  -some  thirty  mih^s  away,  thnxigh  foit*Hl  mid  swamps,  without 
any  bridges  a<r4iiss  the  streams,  and  no  roarl  or  any  other  way  Ir*  giiiile  ihe 
traveler  hut  I  dazed  trees. 

The  Harne>  family  consisted  of  WVst,  who  was  the  oldest,  and  UenjHiuin. 
Inilb  single,  a  wiilowed  sister,  Mrs.  Polly  Orr,  who  afterwards  married  John 
Eat4»u,  who  eame  out  here  with  niv  brother  Samuel  in  isiw.  as  already  staled, 
ami  Ann,  tlie  youngest  sister,  who  was  afleruards  married  to  David  Hiee, 
in  the  fail  of  IHiitJ.  llenjamrn  liarney  marrie<l  my  sister  Minerva  in  the  win- 
ter i>f  iHiaK  Ihivid  Smith  of  Port  liall.  wlio  was  then  a  Jnstiee  of  the  Petioe. 
94demni/ed  the  marrhige.  and  played  the  violin  that  niglitat  the  wedding 
danee.  Mr.  Kra.stns  H4>we  eame  witii  Air.  Smith  to  the  wedding.  Mr.  lUmt* 
was  the  lirst  settliM*  in  Fort  Halb 

The  wethling  was  a  rural  affair,  imieed.  The  daneirtg  waft  done  on  a  pun- 
j(eon  Ihwir.     A  pungeoii  is  a  plank  alKUil  six  inehes  Uiiek,  split  out  of  n  solid 
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}%r^,  mni  then  hf^winl  on  one  aide  and  **  spotted  *'  on  tlie  other  sn  hs  to  lit  i*\eu 
on  till'  9leep*M"8.  TUis  made  a  very  solid  and  subwUintiai  flixir  to  diuu-e  fin. 
Boards  were  very  «raire  and  hanl  to  get,  on  jU'eoinit  of  tl\e  ^reat  want  of 
8J4W  mill^.  We  I'ame  here  in  the  suninjer  of  IS21K  That  fall  we  all  took 
hiek,  and  herame  so  redneed  in  strenj^rth  that  one  was  not  able  t«»  help  the 
tither.  Theri-  was  no  diM*tor  nearer  than  Miiron  oonnty,  where  doctor  St*'i»h- 
ens<in  lived.  He  ranie  HometimeH.  iind  ntjiyed  a  day  or  two  to  supply  u»  witlj 
m*^diejne.     \Xv^  w«^re  all  fortunate  entuigh  U*  get  welh 

Tlie  foHowinji  year  my  laolher  Ati^nstns  i^ame.  8oon  after  hts  anival  hm 
wife  liMJk  sivM  and  died,  leaving  him  witli  tWf>  ehildren.  both  smalh 

We  were  all  well  anil  heaiiy  the  next  year,  exeept  my  mother,  who  was 
tht^n  very  sick,  hut  reifivered,  lienjamin  Ifciiuey  moved  to  Fort  Seneea, 
elo«*»  to  tlieold  fort  huiJt  hy  (inneral  tliU'rison  in  I8I1!.  and  then  oeeupied  hy 
Mr.  James  Montgomery,  a  MetluMlist  preacher  and  agent  for  the  8enera 
Indians.  He,  iMr.  Mt»nlgomery,  was  also  afterwards  elected  JiiHtiee  of  the 
IVace,  and  s(tlemrdzed  tlu*  marritige  ceremony  when  Mr,  I'nlver  and  I  were 
marrie<l.  Mr.  Montgi>mery  was  considered  a  very  good  man,  and  was  highly 
respected.  One  of  his  s<»ns  died,  I  was  the  only  white  girl  outside  of  the 
familv  who  attended  the  fnnend. 

Mr.  Henjamin  Harney  and  Mr.  Anson  firay  Indh  moved  with  their  families 
Ui  the  !s tale  of  Illinois,  and  both  became  wealthy.  <iray  and  his  wife  are 
biHh  ilead.  Barney's  wife  is  also  riead,  bnt  Barney  is  still  living  and  is  now 
about  eighty-four  years  oUI.  One  year  «go.  when  he  was  here  on  a  visit.  I 
»aw  him  at  Mr.  Hice's.  in  Townsend  township,  Sandnskv  couuty,  whew  he 
was  very  hearty  arid  at  tive. 

Very  I'l'w  white  peoiHe  lived  here  when  we  came.  Mr.  Bowe.  Mr,  Risdon. 
Mr.  David  Smith  and  Mr.  Levi  lYissey  lived  in  Fort  Ball :  .Vbner  Pike.  Kzra 
Sprague,  Willard  Sprague.  Francis  Spragiie.  widow  Shippey.  Nathan  Ship- 
pey.  Htdieil  and  Loi-enzo  Abbott.  Don-as  and  Polly  Shippey,  .Joel  Phapin. 
Mr.  McNutt,  whii  had  two  sons  -Alexander  and  Daniel— Caleb  lliee  and 
Ihiniid  Ttice.  Par*k»n  Wilsi>n,  Phineas  Fi-ary.  Sidney  Barney— a  cousin  id 
Benjamin  Barney  Samuel.  Silas,  IHrani.  Asel  and  Pliineas  Pike.  Loiusa 
Ennnerson,  who  taught  sclionL  Eiii^halet  Rogers,  ll(*nry  Rogei's.  Khene/.er 
Mills,  Daniel  Mills,  ,Icr<Miiiah  riiajiuian.  llantia)]  Jackson,  tlic  lioMlns  fani- 
rly^and  the  Dunioud,  Duke  and  Montgomery  fjimilies,  constituted  alioutall 
the  white  peoph*  that  lived  within  ten  nulcs  of  the  fiut.  except  the  captives 
on  the  reservation, 

The>  used  to  have  their  military  trainings  on  the  Pulver  farm,  ttieu  kfujwn 
HA  llie  Spicer  place,  \l  one  of  these  tniiuings  I  first  saw  Mr.  Hugh  Welsh. 
I  think  he  was  the  lifer  for  the  (*ompany.  Pajeb  Rice  was  Paplain.  my 
brother  Samuel  was  Lieutenant,  .John  Katon  was  Onh-rly.  and  West  Barney 
was  Knsigu.  They  used  in  meet  there  every  year.  The  general  muster  was 
held  near  the  i^tockade  of  the  fori. 

The  reservation  exbrided  from  a  jioinl  ojiposite  Baker's  mill  to  a  point  op- 
posite the  mouth  of  WmH  Creek,  in  Sjinilnsky  county.  The  Mohawks  lived 
on  the  farms  now  owned  by  the  Frys.  Fhiiumerfelts  and  Claggetts.  The 
Seneeas  lived  opijosite  the  tdtl  fort  and  below.  Some  of  th«  in  lived  near 
Green  Springs,  and  up  lo  what  is  now  Walscafs  Slalion  on  tlie  c\  S.  ^  C,  R. 
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R,    < 'row  lived  fnrther  iiip.  n|»jioHiU^  my  fatlHM^s.  jcuiiiii;^  ilip  Spic«»r  sei'tion 
oil  the  iiiM'Ui. 

Ill  IHI'I  »  l*>g  cubhi  stooil  ill  a  pUict*  near  wlial  is  now  Sandusky  stn^et  in 
TitBn,  uinl  wbert^  CnpLitin  liii^hy  bitilt  n  v<^ry  nice  residence  c>|jpt>»itR  thei  t»!c! 
rejiiflenre  of  Lutlit^r  A*  iluIU  B»*|,  This  rpsirlenrc  is  mnv  ocrnpinj  hy  a 
family  luuiieil  Lewis,  Into  tliis  ciil>in  a  gentleman  fnmi  Aiibnnu  New 
York,  moved  in  that  year.  His  name  wa«  Mr.  CJiilds.  There  was  but  him* 
well' anil  hiii  wife.  Tliey  were  well  ilrenseiL  ami  iMith  very  handsome.  Mr. 
Chillis  liad  been  in  the  mercantile  business  in  the  .ntatf  of  New  York.  lie 
WU8  then  ainnjt  twent>'-live  yeaj*8  old.  when  he  to6k  siek  an*!  died  in  the 
cabin.  8ot)n  after  his  death  Mrs.  Childa  wia^  delivereil  of  a  child,  ami  tiie 
neij^hlK)rH  UmA  her  and  the  babe  U>  Jndge  Ingrahanrs,  who  then  lived  nf^ar 
neighlKM'  to  Mr.  Bowe.  where,  after  suffering  abont  nine  days,  slie  alKo  ilied. 
The  widt>w  Urr,  a  sister  of  tlie  Barneys,  took  the  cliild  to  raise  ami  kept  it 
cnie  year,  when  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Childs  came  i>nt  here,  and  tcKik  it  back  to 
Atdmrn  with  her.  Siimebody  hml  ttamed  the  rliiUi  Nancy.  (liiUls  ami  hist 
wife  were  Imtii  bnried  in  the  old  grave  yard,  near  tlie  H.  &  O.  depot.*'* 

So  far  Mrs.  Stanley.  This  William  Spicer,  who  played  so  conspic- 
nous  a  part  in  the  history  of  the  Seneca  Intlians  while  living  in  this 
valley,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  was  captured  by  the  Indians 
when  he  was  very  young.  When  the  white  settlers  first  came  into  this 
valley  Spiccr  had  been  on  the  Sandusky  forty  years,  and  during  the 
revolutionary  war.  There  is  but  btlle  known  of  his  lusiury.  The  Wy- 
andots  took  him  to  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  and  used  him  as  a  decoy  to 
l>ring  boatmen  to  the  shore.  They  tied  him  to  a  tree  near  the  bank  of 
the  river  and  compelled  him  to  call  on  the  boatmen  for  help,  and  while 
the  savages  lay  in  ambush  any  person  approaching  Spiccr  became  an 
easy  prey.  Many  were  thus  made  to  suffer  the  cruelty  of  the  Wyan- 
dots,  but  it  is  to  be  presnmeil  that  Spicer  played  his  part  merely  by 
compulsion 

Mr,  Mark  A,  Hams,  wiu*se  obsicrvations  were  as  close  as  his  recob 
lections  arc  fresh  and  minute,  says : 

1  ramp  to  Seneca  eonnty  with  my  grandfather.  William  I^IarriH.  with  wliom 
I  had  aJway.'^  lived,  and  up  to  the  time  when  my  aunt  Tabitha  marrierl  Mr. 
(Udver;  then  I  livetl  with  them.  This  wius  in  1H2S.  My  iinele,  Bimjamin 
Culver.  Vionght  eight  hundred  and  four  acrew  of  haul  at  the  swdes.  Ilf» 
hnmeHt**atl  consisted  of  Ihrce  hundred  acres.  The  Fhnnmerfeltand  Ahliott 
farms  are  also  parts  of  t'ldver's  piirchase,  lie  alno  owned  the  land  wher« 
the '*  rronisi'  Hjiw-mill"  used  to  l)e,  in  Liberty  towuf^hip.  These  lands  he 
bought  nt  the  w>des»  in  Delaware.  Horti>n  Howard  wa.s  receiver,  and  Piatt 
UruHh  was  reginter  of  the  land  olllce.  .Mr.  Brush  lived  ni*ar  and  south  of 
Ft*em<»rtt.  He  married  for  his  second  wife  a  widow  Green,  from  Mary- 
land. f<innerly— the  mother  of  the  Honorable  Frederick  W.  tJreen.  who  was 
Vudilor  of  Seneca  county  for  a  long  time,  and  aftjerwanln  repreiwnted  this 
eongreaiiional  difttriet  in  Washington.    Thin  waj*  iluring  the  ever  meiuumhln 
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troulilt*  oeniainne^l  by  U»p  repHJil  of  thft  ftighth  8e>ctSoii  of  tlir  *'Mis{»i>un 

Com  prof  liisf."  xVfler  HiM^ving  n  t«^rm  in  <'(iiij4rL*vHi4,  Mr.  (t  reeii  w;vs  appHinii'd 
Olf^rk  of  tiie  i\  8.  Drslrit't  r\>urt  Ifur  tlu*  iKirtlifni  distxirl  of  Oliio,  ^lieii  Iw 
niovetl  to  Clevi'ljtrid,  where  be  livt'<l  up  to  Ui»»  time  of  bj»  dtitith,  which  w- 
t  iirred  in  the  spring  of  IH7SK 

The  Hiu-neys  came  hei^  from  Massiieluisetti*  in  1S18,  and  HelUeil  !n?ar  the 
ohl  fort.  It  seems  tluU  nearly  all  the  nettlers  iti  that  vicinit>'  prefeiTed  to  Im^ 
near  the  fort,  so  as  to  hiive  thw. benefit  of  iUn  proleetion  in  time  of  dani^er. 
There  were  three  brothers  of  these  Hunieys— VV^esl,  Benjamin  an<l  Marshal: 
and  two  sisters— PoUy  Orr,  wijose  Inisband  and  one  ehihl  had  died  here,  antl 
Ann  Barney,  the  youngest  sister*  Man^bal  also  died  here,  and  he,  Mr,  ()rr 
and  ins  ehild  were  l)iined  at  the  Spicer  pliu-e.  Ann  maiTied  Daniel  Riee, 
wIjo  Wi^H  afterwards  eh^t*ted  jiistire  nf  the  |»eaee— tlie  llrst  one  in  the  town- 
ship*   Ills  widow  is  still  living  in  Santlusky  counly.  north  of  (*lyde. 

Jlenjamin  Barney  was  a  very  resohite  ami  honorable  nnm.  atifl  a  K^eat 
friend  to  Wtlliam  Spieer;  and  when  Spieer  was  roblied  Benjamin  look  g^reat 
interest  in  having  the  robbers  brought  to  justice,  and  securing  the  money. 
Tliis  was  probably  Uie  tlrst  robbery  in  Seneca  county,  arid  it  occurretl  lu  tins 
"Wise,  viz :— Spicer  w*a»  well  off.  and  kiok  in  a  great  ileal  of  mtmey  from  the 
sale  of  hogs,  cuttle,  horses  aiul  corn.  His  money  was  all  in  gold  and  silver. 
Spicer  lived  on  the  top  of  the  hill  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  opposite  the 
north  point  of  the  island  in  the  river,  and  aluint  four  miles  south  of  the  fort. 
One  aftenioon  when  Spicer  was  alone  in  his  caliin.  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Rollins  came  in  and  demanded  Spicers  money  and  the  key  of  bin  chest! 
Spicer  refused  to  deliver  over,  and  Rollins  struck  bim  witli  a  club  on  the 
head,  which  stunned  bim,  and  he  fell.  While  in  this  condition  he  heard 
llollius  laugh,  and  also  heard  some  othei^  come  in,  Imt  coujd  not  tell  who 
they  were.  When  Spieer  recovered  his  consciousness,  the  men  and  his 
money  w^ere  gone. 

Spicer  was  a  small  man.  and  hml  no  education;  be  could  not  eoant  ranch, 
and  did  not  know  exa(*tly  how  much  money  be  did  have,  but  it  was  generally 
believetl  that  lie  hud  bptween  six  and  seven  thousanrl  dollars. 

This  liollins  was  a  carpenter  t>y  trade,  and  u1  the  time  of  this  occurrence 
was  employed  to  hrOi*  a  certain  Paul  D,  Butler  in  building  a  saw  mill  on  the 
left  bank  oi  the  river,  where  Lafayette  street,  iu  Tiltiu.  comes  dtiwti  to  the 
river.  Some  of  the  timbers  af  this  mill  were  afterwards  u.sed  by  Mr.  Josiah 
lletlges  in  the  building  of  the  saw  mill  standing  <ui  the  left  bank  of  thr 
river,  opposite  Hcuh«*ii  Kedler's  milK  so-called. 

As  soon  as  ibe  news  of  the  ri*bbery  became  known,  the  yeighbors  turned 
luit  to  assist  the  ccmstalde  in  the  fhase  after  the  thieves  and  the  recovery 
n(  the  money.  A  man  by  the  name  of  frowning  lived  oil  the  bip  i>f  the  hill 
back  and  south  of  Baker's  milL  some  three  miles  north  of  Titlin,  iu  a  cabin 
near  the  river.  The  constable.  Mr.  Papineau.  in  ctunpauy  with  Benjamin 
Barney^eamc  to  Dou  uing's  house  aud  sat  down  to  talk  awhile,  when  a  little 
girl  of  the  family  said  b*  these  men.  ''  My  papa  put  something  nice  under 
tJvcre;*'  pointing  to  the  hearth-stone.  They  arrestcfi  Downing,  ami  raising 
the  hcartli-.sbnie,  tbund  over  five  humlred  (hollars  in  silver  under  it.  After- 
w^anls  s<mie  six  buudreil  tlollars  more  were  fouutl  iu  the  spring  at  the  f«K»t  of 
the  hill  close  bv   the  cabin.     These  six  hnmlred  dollars  were  supposed  Uj 
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havr  been  pnt  into  the  spring  l»y  tlii»  WilUani  HolUns  wlio  stiiu-k  Spicer, 
ixtu\  wlio  wiis  also  arrested  BOivn  aft«*r.  Dowruug  gdl  uvvay  fnnu  tlit*  cmi- 
stable,  and  was  never  heanl  of  afterwards.  Jiidj^e  Fitch,  who  bvecl  near 
the  nver,  l)elow  EhJer  Kating^s.  alsci  fount!  nome  nii»ney  snppoHHl  lo  be 
8picer*8,  in  a  ravine  thnt  nins  aiToss  the  north  westeomer  of  the  Culver 
place,  |a»  then  known.)  ThU  snm  was  also  over  five  huiidre<l  doUara,  All 
this  money  was  promptly  I'estored  to  8pieer, 

Bntler*  Case,  and  quite  a  unmber  of  others  weiv  arrest^l,  ajal  were  all 
taken  ti>  Norwalk,  in  llnrou  roruity,  for  trial.  Caleb  Riee  alMo  aHHi^ted  in 
making  the,se  arrents.  Some  of  the  prisoners  e^aped  l»efore  trial:  Ciise, 
Dntler  and  some  others  were  aetpntted,  Rollnm  was  the  only  one  that  was 
convicted  of  the  robbery,  and  wan  senlencetl  to  the  penitentiary  for  the 
temi  of  eleven  year's.  lie  was  pardonefl  out  Itefore  his  term  expired,  Hpieer 
himself  signing  the  petition. 

Tlie  s;*\v  mill  near  the  old  Fort  Ball  1  spoke  of,  was  a  very  liekety  affair, 
and  MO  wati  the  dam  that  nnpplied  the  water.  The  «!am  wan  made  of  hnish 
laid  across  the  river  with  the  points  np  stream.  On  the  top  of  eaeh  layer  of 
brnsh  t»ther  brush  were  laid  cr<»ss-wise,  and  tlien  anitther  layer  on  top  c»f 
these  like  tlie  first  layer,  and  so  on.  The  whole  string  of  brush  was  held 
down  by  bouhlers  and  lUrl  put  on  top  of  the  bniah.  The  dam  reached  [o  the 
right  hank  o{  the  river  at  a  point  where  doctor  McFarlancrs  stahle  now 
stands.  Mr.  Jesse  Spencer  mviung  the  saw  mill  and  the  land  on  that  side 
of  the  river,  and  Mr.  Josiah  Hedges  the  land  on  tliis  side,  somehow,  titiuhle 
arose  lietween  these  men  alwut  the  dam.  It  is  posaihle  that  the  water  in  the 
river  uas  set  hack,  and  overllowed  some  of  Mr.  Hedges*  land. 

One  night,  however,  Mr.  Ilnlges  procured  a  nnml^r  of  men  with  pick^ 
aufl  shi>vels,  and  had  a  ditch  ilug  in  a  half  moon  shape  around  the  east  end 
of  the  dam.  and  on  the  next  morning  tlie  water  of  the  river  fl<iwed  through 
the  dilch.  leaving  dam  and  saw  mill  high  ami  dry. 

This  Jirtlge  Fitch,  ahove  njentioned,  was  a  tall,  slender  man.  very  intf^lU- 
geJit  and  commnnirative.  anil  itt  every  way  an  excellent  citizen.  Elisha 
8tiuth  kepi  tavern  wliere  the  Holt  jjonse.  scHcalled,  nttw  stands  on  Sandusky 
street  in  Tiniu.  That  tavern  u.sed  to  Is*  the  place  for  July  lelebratious. 
On  these  occasions  it  was  customary  for  Jndge  Fitch  to  come  up  and  treat 
all  the  ycamgnien.  Then  he  would  sjiy  to  them  that  before  long  they  Wtmld 
have  to  take  care  of  the  government-  pt**,  tJne  time  we  had  a  Foutth  of 
Jidy  danc-e  there  when  tifteen  couples  attende<K  which  took  nearly  all  tlie 
people  that  were  here. 

Abner  I*ike  li>*d  on  the  Ezm  Baker  farm,  near  the  old  h(»use  on  th#*  hilL 
He  came  here  with  his  family  fnmj  New  dersey.  His  wife  was  a  sister  tn 
this  Uutler  that  built  Spi-ueer's  saw  uiilb  l*ike  was  a  man  ot  meiHnm  si'/e, 
stout  and  ciunpactly  built,  had  dark  hair  and  dark  eyes,  and  a  dull  look:  he 
was  not  very  cleardy  in  liis  person,  anrl  as  la/y  as  he  was  ignorant,  but  other- 
wisi*  a  hanuless  s*>rt  of  a  man. 

Mr*  Eraslns  Bowe  had  a  tavei n  at  tlie  old  Fort  li^dl.  It  was  a  di>uble  log 
house,  one  story  high.  It  was  built  of  rough  hsgn,  aitd  had  two  hkiius,  Mn 
Bowe  wUvS  a  pleasant,  sociable  gentleman,  and  highly  esteemed. 

My  grandfather  was  a  gimsmilb  by  trade,  ami  wherever  ho  lived,  in  Penu- 
sylvania,  N'ew  York  or  Ohio,  had  Imlians  for  customeii^.  and  in  this  way  he 
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l)Wjnii«'  HcquaiiiU'il  with  lli<'  h:nKuafr«*s  of  si'\«'i*jil  trihcs.  lie  had  iHMiirti- 
riiltv  to  talk  \\w  Sriicca  wlun  \\v  raiiic  line.  lie  carried  on  Ins  jjnii  shop 
until  he  died,  in  IS'U. 

Samuel  an<l  Joiin  Wrij^lit.  in  later  >ears.  l)ecamc  the  owners  ot  the  I'ann 
tliat  from  thenee  l>4)re  their  name.  They  were  from  KiM-liester.  New  York. 
John  Wri^lit  and  Daniel  Hissell,  alw)  from  New  York,  put  up  a  distillery 
near  the  springs  on  the  hanks  of  tlie  riviT.  on  tliis  farm.  I  worked  in.  and 
e(»ndueted,  tlie  distillery  for  a  long  time.  The  business  was  done  in  the  linn 
name  of  "  Bisaell  &  Wright."  When  tlve  farmers  brought  their  eorn  U^  lie 
distilleil  on  shares  or  to  l»e  exchanged,  we  gave  them  live  quarts,  and  when 
the  com  waselieapand  plenty,  we  gave  them  six  (juarts  of  whisky  for  one 
bushel  of  corn. 

AlKKit  that  time  two  young  ladies  came  to  my  aunt.  Mi's.  Culver,  from 
New  York  on  a  visit.  They  were,  sisters  :  Mariah  Hunt,  the  ohlest.  and  the 
younger,  Sylvia  Ann  Hunt.  <Iaughtei*s  of  her  sister.  While  here,  the  two 
Mr.  Wrights  made  their  anputintanee  and  marrie<l  them.  John  Wright 
married  Mariah.  and  iSsimuel  Wright  married  Sylvia  Ann.  Sanniel  and  his 
wife  did  not  live  ver>'  happily  :  -some  young  merchant  from  Tiftin  b(M-ame 
too  intimate  in  the  family,  an<l  in  s(mit?  way  a  divorce  was  brought  about. 
Wright  went  away.  Soon  after  this  occurrence,  Mr.  Kufus  W.  Reid.  from 
Tiffin,  married  Mrs.  Wright.  R(Md  was  at  that  time  engaged  verv  largely  in 
the  mercantile  business  and  the  produce  trade.  lie  built  a  large  warehouse 
iieiir  the  depot  of  the  Mad  liiver  &  Lake  Krie  Railroad,  then  in  Fort  Ball. 
The  building  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Solomon  KcMip,  as  a  door,  sash  and 
blind  factory. 

\lr.  Reid  was  the  rival  of  Mr.  R.  \\\  Shawhan,  not  only  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  ])ut  also  in  the  various  conflicts  in  the  establishment 
of  banks  in  Tiffin,  eat  h  striving  to  become  master  of  the  situation. 
One  succeeded,  and  the  other  went  down.  Reid  failed  in  l)usiness,  and 
giving  himself  up  to  his  a])])etite  for  strong  drink,  lived  a  very  hard  life 
up  to  his  death.      Mrs.  Reid  is  still  li\  ing  in  (Cincinnati. 

Those  that  knew  Mr.  Reid  well  must  acknowledge  that  with  all  his 
taults,  and  before  he  fell,  he  possessed  business  qualities  of  the  highest 
order,  combine<l  with  a  wonderful  degree  of  perseverance.  He  was 
gentlemanly  and  courteous,  highly  intelligent  and  accomplished,  pos- 
sessed of  a  rare  memory,  and  as  the  j)residing  officer  of  a  lodge  of 
F.  &  A.  M.  he  had  scarcely  his  superior  in  any  quality  that  properly 
belongs  to  that  station — except  virtue*. 

How  truly  the  words  of  the  poet  may  be  applied  to  him  : — 

"  Pity  he  loved  an  adventurer's  life's  variety  I 
He* was  so  great  a  loss  t<i  good  society." 

Hut,  to  let  Mr.  Harris  proceed. 

When  I  was  about  eleven  years  old.  I  had  to  go  with  my  uncle,  John  Har- 
ris, to  the  mill  at  Monn»eville.  This  was  the  nearest  mill  to  our  home,  an<l 
about  thirty  miles  away.  We  could  not  get  across  the  river  with  a  team,  so 
we  hauled  our  <-oni  to  the  shore  of  the  river,  and  unloaded  it  tliere.  Then 
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wt*  look  otir  rt'aa>  hoinr'.  iiml  lumliu^  (inr  rorri  iiilo  a  iltii^-»Mil — a  ciinoi*  tn^ 
intt<»f  i%  Inj?— vvr  hiiiilt^tJ  it  arrows  aiKl  unloailfil  il  on  Hit*  nUit*r  slioie.  T\wh 
wv  bon*owe<l  i»  \oke  of  oxnn  from  Mr,  Spi<*iT%  and  a  (^'iirt  from  Crow,  i  wp  illtl 
in>t  »ay '*  Misitor"  to  an  liu1iaii,anul  loailecl  up  iuir  rorn  nm\  starleil.  Thi* 
Hpxt  ni)?h1  Wf*  stopped  with  a  man  by  lb**  niimf*  of  Ni<'liv>ls,  nf^iir  UHtt*viit*. 
Htid  m  tlit^  i*veniiig  of  the  seronil  day  wv  muli^^d  Monrotn illo.  Th*»r«-  Wfre 
a  ifit'at  lujiny  fUHtori\ei*s  jiheutl  of  uw,  ami  tlit^re  whh  no  prosyx^rt  for  uh  t(»  ^i*t 
in  for  aboiil  a  week:  ?>o  wt*  slarteil  for  (Viltl  (*rpoK  mills,  wliirh  were  eleven 
miles  nfirtbweHl  fnun  here.  T!ie\  had  just  (*omineneed  di*e8Huij?  the  mill- 
3*lones  when  we  arriverK  an*!  ufl4^r  waiting  two  thiys  at  Cold  Creek,  we  started 
home  w  ith  our  grist .  At  Cold  Creek  we  bought  a  hnnliel  of  peat^hen.  w  hich 
were  then,  and  espeeially  with  ns  in  the  woods,  a  gn»at  variety.  Afterwards 
they  grew  almost  H|ionlaiieousl\\  and  pnidnre*!  ahiindantly,  until  within 
about  fifteen  yearn  ago.  Now  il  is  nelrlom  that  a  cro])  of  them  iran  l>e  raided 
in  thiseomily.  Tlie  fii>vl  night  on  the  way  home  we  reaehed  Dr.  Stephen- 
son's, Tlie  next  day  our  i>rovisiotij*  gave  out.  We  came  to  a  fire  in  the 
woods  wiiere  a  man  had  been  ehoppttig.  and  being  very  hungry,  we  looked 
around  am*»ngMt  tlie  logs  for  pr»»visionA  that  the  wrMHl-ehopper  might  have 
hidrleii  sMmiewliere.  and  found  raw  piu  k  and  bread.  We  ilivided  even  witli 
the  man.  and  putting  bi^  half  bai  k  where  it  wan.  made  w^ay  with  ours,  and 
drove  <m.    When  we  got  ht>n)e  we  were  gone  nearly  a  week. 

The  only  pla<e  wbeif  we  c-iuild  get  fruit  at  t!ial  time  wan  at  Wbiteeker's. 
below  Fremont  aljout  two  miles.  Mrn.  Whrteeker  wan  a  widow  and  a  eaf»- 
live  »»f  the  SeneraH.  and  she  rei'eived  tins  plH«'e  tiy  the  treaty.  One  lime  lier 
%tm  James  stiilled  with  his  wagon  near  our  lioiise,  and  he  had  to  abniidon  il. 
When  he  left  he  told  uu*  to  tell  the  8eneras  that  the  wagon  Iteloiiged  lo  li^im, 
and  then  they  wouhl  uoX  tout  b  it. 

Some  time  after  we  arrived  here.  1  went  up  the  river  with  Ilinim  Pike, 
who  wanted  to  get  a  pair  of  sboej<  he  luul  up  there  in  get  men<led.  We  rame 
til  a  little  clearing  tif  alMUit  two  aeres,  in  the  midst  of  which  waj^  a  eabin. 
Here  the  sbiienniker  lived.  His  name  wjt''^  John^n,  and  his  rabin  the  <inly 
one  #n  the  right  bank  of  the  river  from  the  reservation  far  up  toward »  I  he 
town  of  MrCutcbenviUe.  It  was  situated  where  tlellerson  and  Perry  htr%*etf* 
tToflj*.  The  lli-st  log  heap  thai  wii»  burnt  <in  the  Titlln  siile,  was  wbt*n*  tbr 
Commensal  Bank  now  is,  next  U>t  north  of  the  fourt  house. 

Mr.  Knistus  Howe  HvhI  near  the  ohl  forti  o'n  the  west  I  wink,  and  Tiavid 
Smith  lived  in  a  i'al>iu,  somewhere  near  or  at  the  plaee  where  tin* Ohio  Mi»ve 
works  now  are.  Cp  the  tiilt.  near  where  Ab-Neal's  Ht4ne  now  stands,  tlieiie 
was  an  fdd  Imlian  ^abin.  into  which  Air.  Agreen  lugrahaui  si^m  after  moved. 
l^hise  by  this  cabin  Mr.  Milton  .McNeal  schiu  after  built  his  store,  and  \w  whh 
the  iirst  merchant  tiu  that  %ide  of  llie  river. 

William  I>.  Sherwood  euli'H'd  six  hundrcil  atid  forty  acres  of  laud,  inrbid- 
ing  the  farms  afterwarils  owneil  liy  the  Kev.  John  Hcjinler  and  the  Stimers. 
Sherwood  built  a  cabin  at  tlu*  Soudtu*  plaee.  There  was  ni>  «>lher  house  on 
the  army  romi  between  the  Sherwtnul  cabin  an«l  Fort  Senet^a*  Shenvood's 
wife  died  in  this  cabin,  atui  was  buried  in  the  graveyanl  thai  was  sifuate'd 
between  the  ilepctt  e»f  Ihe  H.  iV  O.  Uailroad  in  Tijlin,  and  the  late  resiileui'e 
of  Mrs.  Jost*i»h  Walker  on  the  hiM.  and  where  Mr.  Francis  Wagner  now 
lives.     ,V11  tiaers  of  th**  graveyard  are  gone.     Mr.  Sherwood's  son  was  here 
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a  tVw  vrars  n^o.  looking  lor  his  nn)lh«*r*s  ;rravr,  Imt  ccmll!  tlihl  no  tra<«*  of  ii._ 

I'liini'jis  Frary.  aiiollnT  old  sj'UNt.  iiiarritMi  a  Miss  <'<»il>raii.  A.  M. 
<'ourtrijj!it  inanitMl  a  sistrrot'  Mrs.  Frary.  and  scttli'il  up  the  riviMsouu'wlifn* 
south  »)!'  Titliu.  .Mrs.  Harriet  S«*^;ur  was  i>ih*  of  the  Corhrau  j^irls.  She  is 
still  liviiij;  on  her  farm,  on  the  reservation.  The  e<»uncil-house  used  to  stand 
nil  that  plaee.  This  was  made  of  thre«*  lenjrths  of  lojxs.  cornered  as  usual, 
and  where  the  lojjs  came  toK**ther  at  the  ends,  they  were  flattened  an<l  laid 
on  top  of  each  other.  The  r(M)f  was  made  of  hark,  with  a  hole  left  in  the 
middle  to  let  the  smoke  out. 

I  knew  all  the  Indians  on  the  reserve,  and  was  well  acipiaintetl  with  ('ro\N. 
He  was  stolen  by  the  Wyandots  on  the  Loyal  Hannah  in  I'eimsylvania.  and 
j^iven  to  the  Sene<'as.  who  a(h)pted  him.  ('row  was  about  tw<»  »ir  thive 
years  old  when  he  was  taken  away.  The  parents  were  away  from  home  at 
the  time,  and  the  other  chihiren  t>ut  after  berries.  The  salvages  >r<»t  awa\ 
with  the  child  unobserved. 

When  Crow's  father  came  to  hunt  him*  up.  he  stopiHMl  at  Crow's  an<l  sent 
for  my  jframlfather  to  come  and  interpret  the  conversation.  <'row  could  not 
talk  F^n^li.sh.  So  I  went  ahuijj  an<l  heard  all  that  was  siii<l.  Mr.  .Jac<»b 
Knisely  (*ame  on  horsebat-k  to  look  for  his  son.  He  stated  all  about  the 
manner  of  the  stealing?  of  his  son.  and  sai<l  he  had  now  visiteil  all  the  hnlj^es 
<»f  the  other  tribes  without  success.  .My  j^randfather  had  been  with  the  S«*n- 
eras  s<i  much  that  bespoke  their  lan^uajre  quite  Iluenlly.  He  was  one  of 
tlie  few  who  made  their  escape  at  the  massa<-re  of  Wyomin^f. 

They  tiilked  a  hai^  lime.  (*row  di<l  not  wnnl  to  talk;  denied  ever\  recol- 
I'vtioii  of  his  white  ancestry,  an<I  »)tten  refusetl  to  ji:ive  any  answer.  Finall\ 
Mr.  Knisely  sai<I  to  him.  "  H'  \ou  are  my  son,  then  your  name  is  .Ia<-ob.*" 
With  this.  Crow  jumped  up  and  said.  "That  is  my  name,  and  I  am  y«»ur 
son;  I  recollect  that,  but  I  kept  it  all  to  myself  f(U'  fear  that  s<»meboil\  would 
claim  me  and  take  nn*  away."  <'row  then  sent  uji  t»>  the  Wyan<lois  and  had 
his  foster-mother  ct)me  di»wn.  who  <'orrolM»rate«I  Mr.  Knisely 's  versi»»n  »d*  the 
st4?a)inK<>f  J'i^  child.  She  was  a  very  old  squaw,  and  stayed  several  »la>s. 
and  as  lony:  as  Mr.  Knisely  sta\e<l.  to  satisfy  herself  that  <*n)W  would  n*)t  jro 
l>a<-k  with  his  father.  Mr.  Knisely  trie<l  every  way  to  indiu-e  his  sou  to  iro 
back  with  him  to  IViuisylvania  :  he  said  that  his  wife  had  been  sicU  some 
timi»;  that  she  had  moiniicd  for  her  lost  child  s»Mue  li fly  years,  and  would 
Ik-  willing?  to  <lie  if  she  ccuiid  »»nly  (Uicc  nu)re  sej*  her  <lear  boy.  The  scene 
was  very  alTectinjr:  but  Crow  was  inuu»)\ablc.  He  said  he  had  u«»u  a  family 
of  his  own  to  look  after  au»l  could  n»>l  ^o.  but  promise<l  to  visit  hi-*  pan*uts 
some  other  time.  He  hiuuhed  licarlil>  <»v<m"  the  idea  as  to  liow  he  u(»uhl 
hM»k  ilressed  ui»  like  a  wliite  man.  .Mr.  Knisel\  U'ft  <»ne  morniu;r.  Jiud  Crow 
accompanied  his  father  as  far  as  Uellevue.  where  lhe>  staved  lojielherall 
iii^^ht.  Cn)W  reliniied  next  <la\.and  when  the  Indians  started  for  their  lU'W 
liomes  in  the  West  he  went  with  theui.  He  never  went  t»)  st'c  his  ]KneMts  at 
all.  Crow  ^ot  his  share  in  the  treatii's  with  the  Wyaudots.  as  well  a>  w  illi 
the  Senecas.  and  became  i|uile  w»'II  otT.  Crow's  lirst  wife  was  a  full  blood 
hidian:  his  second  wife  was  a  dauirhter  of  William  Spict'r.  White  Cn>w 
was  his  oldest  s»)n.  who  came  back  liere  on  a  visit  in  ls.VJ.  and  sta\ed  with 
nie  (Hie  ni^lii.  He  ha«l  just  then  been  at  l)a\t»)n.  Ohio,  where  lie  Ult  his 
sect »nd  son  at  srjinol.  and   where  his  oldest  son   was  alsn -e  •uvin.i' an  eiiuea- 
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lion,     Tt'iiis  vitnw  iito  l»U  eyes*  wltni  lie  li>«»keil  at  tlie  nid  reHHrvainim. 
lit*  n-^rplte»l  tli;it  liv  tiiiil  ever  left. 

Wl»eii  the  8enee;i?i  were  [m'ui  utT,  Trow  receiveil  furiiis  Improveineuts  iiinf 
liiiiKlretJ  ant!  (irty  iIhIIuih.  and  another  IncHan  piiid  him  tifty  ik»)|{irH  on  iiii 
old  deht.  MarUri  I.jine  was  an  interpreter  for  ihe  8<*ueeas.  and  went  vritli 
tiiem  U»  the  \vt\sl,  and  returned  here* 

It  is  ii  most  remarkable  fact*  that  while  it  is  very  hAr^l  to  make  a 
civilized  man  out  of  a  savage*  the  civilixed  man  takes  to  savage  life 
like  a  fish  to  water, 

CoL  McUvain  wa^  the  rhlef  agent  for  the  Senecas,  and  often  stopped 
with  Lane  at  the  Spitcr  pfarc.        The  Sene;casi  were  very  slow  gettinp 
ready  to  go.       Finally  they  got  their  things  on  the  wagons  and  started 
Sipiccr  was  dead  before  they  left  here. 

Crow  ilied  at  his  new  home,  of^rholera-  ^V  hue  t  rnsv  l;iii  nt  U,  Jiut 
adopted  thf  name  of  his  j^randfather  Knisely, 


eiiiKk  e»>Kk. 

A  Jnan  by  the  name  of  Bena^ah  Parker  lived  on  the  west  side  of  the 
streets  near  where  Loren/o  Abbott  had  his  store,  in  the  village  then 
cralled  McNiut'H  Corners*  afterwards  Swope^s  Comers  and  now  Fort 
Senera.  Parker  kept  a  whisky  shop,  and  often  sold  whisky  to  the  In- 
dians in  vtidation  of  law,  and  for  which  he  was  frequently  arrested  and 
fined.  Vet  he  went  on  in  his  infamous  business.  In  the  night  of  the 
4th  of  October,  1829,  they  were  having  a  high  time  at  Parker**,  The 
wholt?  gan^  was  drunk,  an*!  Parker  administered  a  mock  sai  rament  to 
his  drunken  crowd.  Seated  about  on  benehes,  he  passed  corn-dodgers  to 
them  fnr  bread,  and  whisky  for  wine,  accompanied  with  blasphemous 
remarks,  Ftirk  was  there  He  was  a  mean»  ill-tempered  savage,  had 
committed  several  murders,  and  had  no  redeeming  trail  about  him. 
Pork  asked  for  whisky,  and  Parker  refusing,  he  became  very  angry  and 
ugly.  Parker  ordered  him  oui»  and  Pork  refusing  to  go,  Parker  took  a 
burning  stick  from  the  fireplace,  and  making  with  that  towards  IV>rk, 
was  stabbed  by  Pork  in  his  side.     Pt>rk  tlropped  the  knife  and  ran. 

Says  Mr,  Harris  : — 

My  uncle,  Anson  fJray.  was  at  Parker's  at  the  lime  this  m'ciirred.  He 
used  til  drink  to  excess  often  at  that  tim*%  but  he  afttTwanis  ri*formed, 
lie^-ame  highly  respe<^lahle  and  weiilthy. 

Pork  got  4Hii  and  nui  Inune.  and  wiien  he  weid  bibeil  he  stuck  hissealptng 
knife  itiUi  a  eraek  in  a  log  close  hy  his  bed.  and  within  reaching  ilistnnce. 
His  Njuaw  notieerl  thai  there  was  something  wrong,  and  when  Pork  wjij» 
«K>und  asleej*  she  tiH»k  the  krdfe  away  and  |Hita  w<»oden  one  in  its  phice. 

The  neighliors  heeanie  arousi'd.  and  ^rltin^  a  warratd  for  the  arrest  of 
J*ork»  Judge  Jauues  llodhiii.  one  of  the  best  und  most  tnflueuttal  <if  men  in 
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thai  viciuily.  UK)k  with  him  Jonathan  AhlM)tt,  Anson  (iray.  8tev>lien  Ross, 
Jeivmiah  Hays,  John  Harris.  Sihis  Piktsaml  Henry  Yeaky.  When  they  jjri»t 
It)  Pork's  honse  lie  jumped  out  of  l)e<l.  tt^ok  hold  of  the  wooden  knife,  kieked 
i»ut  the  lantern,  and  struck  Judge  Hurlhut  with  the  wooden  knife  with  such 
force  that  he  cut  his  home-made  cloth  overcoat  to  the  skin.  The  Judge 
called  out.  -"Hoys,  he  is  stabbing  me.*"  They  had  a  lianl  struggle  with  the 
villain,  but  tinally  subduejl  him.  They  put  him  on  a  horse,  and  tied  his  feet 
together  uniler  tlie  horse,  to  prevent  escape.  On  the  way  to  Titlin  he  said 
to  his  escort,  "To-morrow  me  die;"  thinking  that  he  would  be  executed. 
The\  put  him  into  the  old  hewed  log  jail  that  stood  at  the  south-east  ctuner 
of  the  court  house  yard  in  Titiin.  Pork  was  tried.  Judge  Lane  ])residing, 
and  was  sent  to  the  pcmitentiary  for  a  term  of  three  years:  but  when  the 
Senecas  left  he  was  pardoned  and  went  with  them.  The  sentence*  was  ma<le 
light  from  the  fact  that  I^irker  had  often  violated  the  law.  in  selling  whisky 
to  the  Indians.     Abel  Rawson  was  prosecuting  attorney. 

I^arker  lived  some  lifteen  months  after  he  was  stabbed,  and  died  fn)m  the 
effects  of  the  wound,  as  it  was  supposed. 

Some  four  years  after  the  Senecas  went  away.  Joseph  Herrin,  a  half  blooil 
Mohawk,  came  here  on  a  visit.  While  here  he  learneii  that  Pork  had  kille<l 
Joseph  Silas,  a  cousin  of  his.  Herrin  said  :  "This  makes  three  cousins  of 
mine  tliat  Pork  has  killed,  and  when  I  c<mie  home  1  kill  Pork.'*  He  kept 
his  word,  and  when  in  1«.)2  White  (Yow  came  here,  he  said  that  '\  Herrin 
knocked  Pork  down,  and  <'ut  his  throat  clear  olT." 

Hutterfield  says  that  Pork  had  <()mmittcd  no  less  than  eight  murders. 
He  was  a  Cayuga,  a  stalwart,  brutal  monster,  and  the  terror  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  had  killed  Strong  Arm — Teguania — an  Indian  of 
his  tribe,  just  before  the  fatal  affray  with  Parker.  Both  had  been  at 
Lower  Sandusky,  and  returning  home  drunk,  got  into  a  fight  with  axes. 
Tequania  was  badly  mangled.  Doctor  Drosbach.  of  Tiffin,  dressed  his 
wounds,  but  he  died  in  nine  days.  Pork  also  killed  **  Thomas  Brandt's 
old  wife,"  as  she  was  called,  who  lived  in  a  cabin  by  hersell*.  He  met 
her  one  day,  killed  her,  and  covered  her  remains  with  brush. 

Pork  was  sentenced  tor  *' stabbing  with  intent  to  kill,"  in  the  Parker 
case,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1830. 

Mr.  Harris  |)roceeds : 

While  Mr.  Ingraham  lived  in  the  old  cabin  near  McXeaPs  store,  the  whole 
family  took  sick,  and  no  one  was  able  to  helj)  the  other.  Mrs.  Stanley  went 
up  an<l  waited  on  them.  One  of  the  Ingraham  girls  married  a  Mr.  Mc(Jee. 
who  afterwards  carried  on  a  drug  store  at  Fremont.  Melissa  married  Frank 
Abbott,  the  youngest  of  the  Abbott  family,  who  is  still  living. 

Old  Mr.  An<lrew  Dukes,  also  an  old  settler,  had  one  s<m,  John,  and  one 
daught4;*r.  Sophia,  by  his  tirst  wife.  He  married,  for  his  second  wife.  Mrs. 
(iittie  Swimm,  wln»  was  a  widow,  and  sister  of  Mr.  Isaac  \.  Dumoinl.  He 
lived  near  the  Dukes'  burying  ground.  Dumond  married  old  Mr.  Dukes- 
daughter.  Sophia.    .John  Dukes  married  another  sister  of  Mr.  Dumon<l.    So 
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fatlier  and  son  married  two  sisters,  and  Mr.  Dumond  was  lM)th  brother-in-law 
and  son-in-law  to  Mr.  Dukes,  and  Mr.  Dukes  was  luHli  father-in-law  an<l 
hrother-in-law  to  Mr.  Dumond. 


HARD    HICKORY 

Was  a  large,  noble  looking  man,  and  nearly  half  white,  about  six  feet 
high,  had  little  chin  whiskers,  was  very  straight  and  muscular,  spoke 
Knglish  well,  and  was  highly  respected.  He  had  a  large  nose,  and  was 
about  fifty  years  old  when  they  left. 


GOOD    HUNTER 

Was  of  medium  height,  had  a  melancholy  look,  most  always  drooped 
his  head,  walking  or  sitting,  but  had  a  sharp  eye,  and  was  considered 
smart.  He  was  a  full-blood  Seneca,  a  little  gray,  about  fifty  years  old, 
and  took  the  place  of  Seneca  John  after  he  was  killed. 


SENECA    JOHN 

Was  a  splendid  looking  Indian,  strictly  honest,  as  many  of  the  Senecas 
were,  was  very  straight,  square-shouldered,  and  had  a  frank,  open, 
noble  look.  He  carried  a  silver  ring  in  his  nose,  and  one  in  each 
ear.  He  wore  a  fur  hat  and  broadcloth  coat,  cut  Indian  fashion,  with  a 
belt,  and  a  silver  band  three  inches  wide  on  each  upper  arm.  He  was 
a  stylish  man,  and  of  commanding  bearing.  He  lived  near  Green 
Springs  when  he  was  executed,  then  about  thirty-eight  years  old. 


SENECA    STEEL 

Was  a  small  Indian,  very  active,  but  there  was  nothing  otherwise  un- 
common about  him.  Seneca  John,  Comstock  and  Coonstick  were  his 
brothers. 


.Mr.  Montgomery  preached  Spicer's  funeral  sermon.  George  Herri  i, 
a  half  Mohawk,  was  interpreter,  and  gave  the  sermon  in  the  Indian, 
sentence  by  sentence.     (Slow  preaching.) 

One  of  Spicer's  boys.  Small  Cloud,  was  a  fine  looking  fellow,  a  half 
blood.  He  married  Crow's  daughter  by  his  first  wife.  Little  Town 
Spicer  had  Uireeor  four  wives.  Both  these  Spicer  boys  went  west  with 
the  Seneras. 

Whenever  an  Indian  was  buried  they  built  a  pen  of  poles  about  three 
feet  high  around  the  grave,  and  laid  poles  over  the  top.  Before  they 
left  they  carried  these  i)ens  away  and  threw  the  poles  over  the  bank. 

Crow  was  a  great  deer  hunter,  and  shot  many  a  fine  buck  after  night. 
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He  would  then  carry  a  pole  seven  feet  long,  pointed  at  the  end,  with  a 
fork  at  the  upper  end.  A  piece  of  bark,  about  fifteen  inches  wide  and 
two  feet  long,  was  fastened  to  the  fork  so  as  to  make  the  bottom  level 
and  the  other  end  sticking  up  along  the  pole,  like  a  letter  L.  A  candle 
was  put  into  Hie  bottom  part,  and  Crow  holding  this  over  his  head,  was 
in  the  shade,  but  could  see  objects  far  off.  The  deer  would  look  at  the 
light,  and  not  notice  ('row  in  the  dark.  As  soon  as  Crow  saw  a  deer 
he  would  stick  the  pole  in  the  soft  ground,  and  make  sure  of  his  game. 
This  was  called  *Mire  hunting,"  and  Crow  would  always  travel  along 
the  edge  of  the  river,  where  the  deer  would  come  down  to  drink  and 
find  **sall  licks,'* 

The  Indians  made  their  wax  <andles  by  using  cotton  rags  for  wicks, 
and  pouring  the  melted  wax  into  dry  stocks  of  the  wild  parsnip,  which 
they  used  as  candle-mouhls.  They  had  another  light  for  house  use, 
made  of  strips  of  fat  pork,  which  were  <lried  in  the  chimneys,  fastened 
to  a  stick  so  that  they  hung  straight  down.  When  dry  and  hard,  these 
were  stuck  into  a  hole  bored  into  a  chip,  for  a  candle  stick,  and  then 
lit,  making  as  good  a  light  as  a  candle.  The  name  for  a  candle  was 
*'  gigh-di-tagua." 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness  amongst  the  Senecas  in  1822,  and 
many  died.  They  believed  themselves  bewitched,  and  holding  a  coun- 
cil on  the  subject,  condemned  four  poor  old  scjuaws  to  be  tomahawked 
for  witchcraft.  Next  day,  these  squaws  went  to  Lower  Sandusky  and 
bought  whisky.  When  they  came  back  they  got  drunk,  and  when  in 
that  condition  they  said  they  were  ready,  and  told  the  executioner  to 
•*cut  away."     One  Indian  killed  them  all.     His  name  was  Jim  Sky. 

Says  Mr.  Harris  : — 

A  few  <lays  after  th<»  execution  some  of  the  Indians  brought  the  toma- 
hawk to  my  grandfather's  shoj),  to  liave  it  put  into  better  shape.  It  was  a 
"pipe  tomahawk."  Soon  after  a  young  Indian  came  in  and  saw  the  toma- 
hawk laying  on  the  beneli,  when  he  broke  out  in  a  horrible  oath,  and  told 
me  to  lay  it  away,  for  that  had  killed  his  mamma.  He  then  cried  aloud  a 
long  time.     Ills  name  was  (rood  Spring. 

Seneca  Joseph  had  an  old  scpiaw  living  with  him  who  was  suspected  of 
being  a  witch.  She  was  very  sick,  an<l  Mrs.  Stanley  used  to  go  over  to  see 
her  often.  One  day.  when  she  came  there  the  old  s(piaw  was  dead,  and  all 
drawn  uji  crooked  :  so  they  matle  a  crooked  grave  to  lit  her.  They  laid  liark 
on  the  iMjttom.  wrapped  her  in  a  blanket,  ]m{  li»*r  in  and  covered  her  with 
bark,  and  then  fdled  up  the  grave  with  dirt. 

One  of  the  Shippey  girls  came  to  our  house  one  day  on  horseback;  having 
heanl  some  wolves  howl,  she  was  afraid  to  go  home  alone,  and  some  of 
our  folks  ha<l  to  go  with  her.  She  afterwards  married  John  Rickets,  and 
Mr.  Rezin  Rickets,  in  Hopewell  township,  is  a  son  of  William  Rickets, 
brother  to  John. 
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TIh'  wu1vi!s  used  to  make  i\  fearful  howling  noise,  wliich  tliey  sometimes 
kept  up  all  ui^ht.  No  one  can  now  imagine  what  terrible  feelings  the  howl- 
ing of  the  wolves  would  create,  on  a  dark,  wintry  nipfht,  when  we  were  in 
l)ed  :  the  wolves  howling  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Indians  keeping  up  their 
everlasting  tuni.  turn,  turn,  on  the  other,  dancing  all  night. 


MOUND    lUII.DKRS. 

There  were  several  mounds  on  the  Culver  place,  and  we  often  plowe<l  up 
IxMies  and  ancient  croc^kery.  In  IK'iU  we  opened  one  of  these  mounds,  ami 
found  a  very  large  skeleton,  with  a  well  shaped  skull,  and  a  stone  pitcher 
near  the  head.  The  i)itcher  seemed  to  have  ht»en  maile  of  ssmd  an<l  clay. 
Small  vessels  of  the  same  material,  lilled  with  clam-shells,  were  placed  insi<le 
of  the  ellK)ws.  Some  of  these  i)it<*hers  would  hold  half  a  gallon.  We  gave 
them  to  (ren.  Brish.    These  things  were  as  wonderful  to  the  rndians  as  to  us. 


HORSK-RACE. 

Some  time  after  Doctor  Divsbach  came  to  Tittin,  he  and  Mr.  Josiah  Hedges 
and  their  ridei-s  came  to  the  Spicer  pla(*e  to  have  a  horse-race.  Tliey  Ivad  a 
straight  track  made  through  Spicer\s  corn  iields.  Dresbach  liad  a  small  gray 
mare.  Hedges'  horse  was  a  bay  belonging  to  a  friend  of  his  by  the  name  of 
(Vmnell.  McXeal's  <'lerk  rode  the  Dresbach  mare,  and  Albert  Hedges  nxle 
the  ronnell  mare.    Hedges'  bay  won. 

The  same  day  the  ( -onnell  horse  ran  against  some  b^nly's  elese  horse,  on 
the  same  tmck.  At  the  outcome  the  bay  stopped  short  and  threw  Alliert 
Hedges  clear  over  the  fence,  and  he  had  his  ankle  dislo<;ated.  They  came 
down  here  to  have  the  race,  because  they  could  find  no  other  place  so  free 
from  stumps.  The  track  was  straight  from  the  bank  of  the  river  to  the  hill 
where  Mr.  Toond)*s  house  now  stands.  This  was  tlie  tirst  horse-nu'e  in 
Seneca  county . 


CHAPTER.  VII 


THE  SENECA  CHIEF  PRESENTS  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  CANADA  WITH  954  AMER- 
ICAN  SCALPS  -TALL-   CHIEF- THE    TUQUANIAS-KILLING   THE   SQUAW    OF 
GEORGE   WASHINGTON -JUDGE   HULBURT-CALEB   RICE  -BENJ.  CULVER 
REV.    JAMES    B.    F1NLAY->CAPT.    JOSEPH  -  MRS.    INGHAM-CAPT     JOSEPH - 
CAPT.  SHERWOOD    SKETCH  OF  MRS.  INGHAM     EARLY   MARRIAGES. 


THH  Sencras  were,  at  one  lime  in  iheir  history,  a  \  ery  powcrriil 
race,  and  about  the  time  of  the  revohuionary  war  the  most  savage 
and  cruel  of  any  of  these  tbrest  monsters.  About  the  time  they  took 
possession  of  their  reservation  in  Senera  county,  there  was  scarcely 
anything  left  of  them,  and  those  that  di<l  settle  here  were  a  mixed 
rabble  of  several  tribes,  half-breeds  and  captives. 

For  more  than  a  century  this  tribe  hatl  been  in  contact  with  the 
white  race,  in  peace  and  in  war:  and  instead  of  deriving  the  benefit 
which  naturally  ought  to  have  followed,  from  this  intimacy,  they 
deteriorated  to  more  abject  barbarism  still,  and  dwindled  down  to  a 
handful  of  dirty,  stupid,  superstitious,  worthless  rabble.  Had  not 
this  county  once  been  their  home,  and  been  named  after  them,  nobodv 
would  care  to  read  or  learn  anything  about  them.  As  it  is,  the  reader 
would  scarce  be  satisfied,  in  perusing  a  history  of  this  county,  without 
having  an  opportunity  to  learn  all  there  was  of  them,  antl  what  they 
were  like  when  they  roameil  over  the  ground  that  contains  so  many 
happy  homes  as  nowenjoycil  by  the  people  here.  .\11  these  s])rnng  u]> 
by  magic,  as  it  were,  since  the  last  satanic  yell  of  these  hell-hounds  of 
the  woods  died  on  the  <lesert  air. 

The  manner  in  which  the  r)rilish  government  carried  on  both  her 
wars  with  the  I'niteil  States,  by  making  these  red  fiends  their  allies,  and 
sui)plying  them  with  everything  needful  to  i)erpetrate  their  cruelties 
upon  the  white  people  along  the  frontier,  put  that  government  in  a 
worse  light  still,  looked  at  from  every  stand-point  that  time  may  justifv. 
For  a  high-toned,  christian  ])eople.  claiming  the  mastery  of  the  seas.  an<l 
upon  whose  territory  the  sun  never  ceases  to  shine,  not  only  justifying 
midnight  butcheries  of  her  superior  enemy  by  savage  warfare,  but 
helping  it  along  and  appr»)ving  these  atrocities,  calls  aloud  for  universal 
condemnation. 
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The-  relation  nl  Great  Britain  with  the  western  savages*  and  the 
power  this  red  ally  exercised  on  the  western  frontier,  is  clearly  shown 
in  a  letter  that  Dr.  Franklin  furnished  the  American  Remembranfff\  an 
authority  which  nobody  will  disputtv 

The  British  government  had  sent  its  agents  to  all  the  Indian  tribes 
to  enlist  the  savages  against  the  colonists.  The  Americans  sent 
Benjamin  Franklin  lo  Paris  to  secure,  if  possible,  the  aid  of  France 
In  favor  of  his  countrymen;  iJr,  Franklin  wiote  a^  article  fur  the 
Amerkan  Remembrancfr,  which^  in  that  day,  exerted  a  very  powerful 
intlucnce  in  both  l.urope  anil  America.  Jt  [jurported  to  be  a  letter 
from  a  British  officer  to  the  Governjnr  of  Canadai  accompanying  a 
present  of  eight  packages  of  sralps  of  the  colonists*  which  he  had 
received  from  the  chief  of  the  Senecas.  As  a  very  important  pan  of 
the  history  of  the  times,  the  letter  should  be  recorded.    It  was  as  follows: 

**Mav  It  Tlkask  Yoi  r  Excellkscv; 

"At  the  reipiest  of  liie  Seiiec%H  chief.  I  hereby  »«iul  to  your  Excellency, 
undpv  till*  tarp  of  James  Iloyt,  ei^ht  pucka^^es  of  scalps,  ru  red.  dried,  limiped 
and  painlvd  with  all  the  triumphal  marks,  of  which  the  f<»llowiug  iw  the 
I u voice  and  explanation: 

"No,  1— ('oulaiujiij?  forty 'three  scalps  iff  Consrress  Jioldiera,  killed  in 
different  skirmishes.  These  are  stretched  ou  black  hoops,  four  inches  in 
diameter <  The  iusitJe  of  the  skin  is  paiut<Ml  red,  with  a  small  blark  spot,  tn 
den»»te  their  being  killrd  witli  bwUeLs:  the  hoops  painted  red:  the  skin 
painted  lirowu  and  marked  with  a  hoe;  a  black  circle  all  round,  to  denote 
their  lieiug  surpriscnl  in  the  night:  and  a  black  hatchet  in  the  mhhlle. 
signifying  their  l»eing  killed  with  that  weapon. 

"No.  2— Con tai rung  the  scalps  of  ninety-eight  farmers,  kille<l  in  their 
houses:  h*M>ps  red,  figure  of  a  lioe.  to  mark  their  profession;  great  white 
<'ir<*le  and  sun,  to  show  they  were  surprised  in  day  time:  a  little  red  foot,  lu 
show  they  stood  \\\¥,m  their  defense,  and  ilieil  lighting  for  their  Uvea  and 
families. 

*  "Nn.  a— Conbiining  ninety-seven,  of  farmers:  hoop»  gnMui,  1*1  show  tbat 
llipy  were  killed  in  the  fields;  a  large,  whit4*  circle,  with  a  little  round  mark 
4>n  it,  for  a  sutj,  to  show  it  was  n\  the  <lay  time;  a  black  bulh^t  mark  on 
some,  a  hatchet  mark  on  others, 

**Xo.  4— *'<mtaining  one  hundred  and  twci,  farmers;  mixture  of  several  of 
the  marks  alwve;  only  eighteen  marked  with  a  little  yeflow  flame,  to  denote 
their  being  uf  priHoner?%  burnt  alive.  aft*^r  heing  scab»ed;  their  Jiails  pulled 
out  by  the  roots,  and  other  toixnents;  one  of  tliese  latter  l^eiiig  sup)Mwefl  fo 
be  an  American  clergymiin,  his  Imnd  being  tlxed  to  the  hook  of  his  scalp. 
Most  of  the  farmers  appear,  by  th*'  huir,  to  have  been  y(uuig  <u'  middle-ageii 
n*en,  there  being  luit  sixty-seven  very  gray  heads  amnng  tlirm  all,  whirh 
makes  the  ?*ervice  more  eHsentiiib 

"Xo.  5— rontitiidng  eighty-eight  scalps  of  women:  hair  long,  braided  iu 
the  Indian  fashit>n,  to  show  they  were  mothers:  lu>o]is.  bine:  skiu.  velUiw 
grountl,  with  little  it*d  tJtd-|N)les,  to  represent,  by  \\\\s  of  triumph,  th«*  Ifuis 
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llif  l««n*«m,  l«^  mark  ihrir  W\i\^  kilitsj  l»\  ilu^st*  inMniniou;>.  Si\onuvn 
•  lUuTs.  liriiiiT  Vfr>  irra>;  Mack  lhH»p<;  i»la:n  l»n>x\n  lolor;  no  uuivk>  h\\\  Uw 
slmn  rluli  •♦r<*«i.<'^''*».  tf»  show  Uit:-)  Wfn*  kiuvki^l  ilown  itoaii,  or  h:ul  ihrti 
brail  IS  Wat«*n  om. 

"Xt». «— 4'outaiuiii>r  one  liuihlnMl  and  nim't>-llm«i'  Uu.V  sralps.  of  xaiion^ 
ajrtrs:  small  invt-n  lux'ips.  wiili  ^rnMUu)  on  tlie  skin,  witli  hmI  lea  is  iu  XUv 
niiildle.  aiul  i»lark  marks.  knitV,  hatoliet  or  <'lub.  as  their  \Uk\X\\  haviMMUMl, 

••Ni».  T— ton  tain  ini:  two  huntlred  ami  eU^ven  >rirls*  seali^s,  bi>j  anil  lMlh\ 
small  yellow  hi  nips:  white  ^o^nnut  tears,  hatrhel  ami  sealpin^  knilV. 

"Xo.  s— This  packaire  is  a  mixtnn*  of  all  the  \arieties  above  nientiontMl, 
til  the  nnnil»er  of  one  hhndivil  ami  t\\enl>-lwo,  with  a  Ih»x  of  hireh  hark, 
i-onlaining  twent\-nine  little  infants' sealps.  of  varions  sizes;  small  whili* 
In »ops.  white  jjrouml,  to  show  that  the>  were  nippetl  ont  of  lluMr  mothers 
wombs. 

"With  these  paeks,  the  chiefs  mmh  I  to\onr  F.\<ellene>  the  followinj;  speech, 
delivered  by  (\>nicogat<*hie,  in  council,  interpreted  b\  the  i»lder  .\bH»re.  tin- 
trader,  and  taken  down  by  me  in  writing: 

"Fdthii'—Wv  S4*iid  you  herewith  nmny  scalps,  thai  \ou  ma\  see  we  are  no! 
iille  friends.  We  wish  you  to  send  these  scalps  to  ihe  (ireat  Kin«,  (hat  In* 
may  reganl  thtjm.  and  be  refreshed:  and  that  he  ma\  see  our  failhfidm'ss  in 
ilestroying  his  enemies,  aiul  be  c(mvin<'e<l  that  his  presents  have  n(»t  been 
made  to  an  ungrateful  people."  etc.     Abb.  Hist.  <»f  Ohio,  p.  Isn. 

Is  the  reader  at  a  loss  to  determine  whi<h  is  ihc  inosl  ln\»lv  ol  ihc 
two  —  the  American  sava^^e  or  the  Hritish  savage  ihc  i;imi  ni  ihc 
receiver  of*  these  s(  alps? 

Mrs.  Sally  Ingham,  in  her  contribution,  says: 

My  father  was  the  Rev.  James  Montgomery  who  wai^  appoiided  the  ih  d 
agent  of  the  Seneca  Indians,     lie  took  idiarge  td'  his  olllce  in  NovimuIm'i 
IHWK  wiien  we  moved  into  the  old  blocrkhouse  at  Fort  Seneca.     I  was  then  n 
little  girl  eight  years  old.     Louis  Tu(|uania  was  then  the  liead  ehief  nf  the 
trilie. 

Tall  Thief  was  a  tall,  mdde  looking  specimen  of  an  Indian,  'iohei  and 
honorable.  Seneca  .John,  Steel.  ('<M)nstick  and  Comstoek  weie  uephewn  ol 
Tall  Chief.  ('omst<M*k  died  very  suddeidy  when  <'oonstirk  v\a'»onl  wf.\  loi 
.some  time.an<l  when  he  returned  an  investigation  was  itiHtiluled  to  ii  .<  eil;iiii 
the  manner  (if  his  death.  John,  his  hrot  her.  was  found  gnittv  n\  tin- nmidi-i 
by  liaving  pro<*ured  tin*  services  of  a  nicrjieinc  woman  i\lio  adniiniMi«i<'d 
|M^»ison  to  Conistnck.  .  rnonslick.  Shane  iind  Meej  wt-ti'  hi-i  e<«'<'iitMMMi  \  I 
think  th*-  parli'-uiars  given  by  lien,  liri^h  ;in-.  pi-iliapv  Uh-  imoI  «<im<''1 
•versiiin  of  the  whole  atlair. 

We  lived  in  the  nld  hlnrkhnune  ^*-\t'ii  ■.»-ai>,  'III''  pj''l<<-»  ■  wt-u-  •,f\  Hum- 
when  we  i-amc.     Sonic  ot  l!i*'nj  had  be«-ri  lnok^-n  dov.n 

The  Seriefj|4%  w*'n*  ;ui  *-.x«'e*'din'».'l\  ^^np*!  ^lition-i  j»*"<j<i*'   iind  uot.v.  illi  ■.l/in'l 
ing  all  tliH  iiillnenr-e^  hioiju'hl  to  itt'Hi   ii{i(in  tliem  t/»  lo. «•  find  i-ndfr^i'-e  tl»«- 
i-hristian   r*-I;i:i"n.  iJi»'>    wt-n-  v»-r>    -i  ji^Noin.  ;ind   -j<-<-iii<-d   u,   p/i-l<-f    then 
imluti»red  notioii-  about  tli*-  Ih-W,  to  U.*-  h^Mutieji  i,f  dr.  in«:  feve|;ition. 
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Tim  iM^lioI  in  wilrht's  wsws  h  |iiirt  uf  tJielr  fnith.  ami  wiu^iever  aliytluiitf 
iHHMirrcHl  that  trotilikul  tltem,  they  wei*e  wurt  tliut  nomf^  wilrJi  whs  hI  tin* 
*w»ll<>m  uf  thp  iniHrhief.  ThtMr  vengeance  then  irenemlh  tvW  npcm  Noine 
pCHjr  n!t!  stpiuw,  wh<>  vvjis  then  ahnost  frrlain  of  iH'in^  IdUi^d. 

An  nlcl  s«ii»i\Vi  the  witV  of  ait  Imlian  hy  the  name  of  demure  \V  asliJnftton, 
uu  oia  rhU^f  <lnrir»jgtherev<iUitionar>  war*an»1  then  au  old  man,  was eharg^^d 
>silh  heinj^  a  wit*  h*  ami  tfie  whole  tnl)e  wat*  prejialireil  against  her.  Shi* 
wati  soon  eontJennuHt  t»»  die,  ami  ev**n  her  IniHtnind  eonsiMjled  to  her  thnilh. 

Tlif  poor  old  s^jnaw  was  at  the  horniny  hh)ek.  poninlini;  hi)iriiny.  when  the 
Indians  carne  into  )it*r  hnl.  Without  any  Inrllu'r  c*«*n*rnony-  ami  withotii 
Hiking  »ny  quest  ion*,  Sliane  ^truek  her  on  the  head  with  a  t^>mahawk,  ami 
hhe  tell.  Shane  then  <'Hlled  another  Indian  to  e<»me  and  linlHli  her,  \vhii*h  >m 
tlid  very  promptly.  The  hUHhand  of  the  M<|imw  wtiMKl  liy  and  permi!te«l  the 
oiitiiMyet  without  the  h*ast  interferenee. 

When  my  talhi»r  heard  of  this,  he  sent  for  aom*^  of  the  dimfsHml  tohl  them 
tliat  if  another  cinumstanee  like  It  was  ever  permitljpd  to  o<enr  ap^ain,  he 
would  iiave  tlie  matter  investigated,  and  the  murderers  punishetl  unthM'  the 
laws  of  the  white  people.  Thin  Heeme*)  to  have  the  dejiireiJ  elfecl,  and  for 
sou>e  time  afterwards  notliing  furtlmr  was  heard  of  killing  wit^'he.Hiin  the 
reserve* 

The  Seneniii  hiwl  tlieir  annual  green-iiirn-ihinre,  whieli  was  a  suit  of 
ihanksgiving  froh»\  and  dilTei^d  very  mufh  fitim  the  performances  of  the 
dog-dance,  whicli  aeeinet!  to  he  a  pr(M*ee<ling  an«l  eeremtmy  of  a  more  Hjicreil 
eha  meter.  The  dognianee  was  the  granil  danre,  and  general  I  v  hiKtfd  nine 
days,  It  always  took  phiee  ahont  the  time  of  our  ChriHtmaH.  They  would 
then  dreiis  in  their  t^ent  style,  and  oliserve  evrry  rule  with  great  t>nnrtnHlity. 
The  danre  i-»»mmeni'ed  hy  one  Indian  shooting  ott  hi,s  gnn  through  the 
NMiidve  hole  In  the  ro<d'.  The  Indians  then,  all  armeil  to  the  leeth.  won  hi 
one  hy  ime  enter  the  dance,  »>ne  rhief  leading,  whooping  and  yelling.  drnrnH 
iMmting,  ehains  rattling,  ete.  They  rianeed  up  ami  down,  and  the  old  ehiefs* 
in  a  gnttinal  sr»(uid.  which  approximated  a  roaring,  indieat^nl  the  time  with 
their  ^*  Vah-IIo- Wahl"  The  w^uawn  never  daneed  w illi  the  men,  hut  formi*d 
a  ring  hy  themselvi^s.  The  nquawM  daneed  t<»  their  own  musie,  w  hich  wa»  a 
Hfirt  of  whine  on  a  high  note,  and  sw^emed  tt^  lorne  from  a  great  lUsUuiee. 

They  feasltnl  on  the  best  that  the  foi^«t  and  tlmir  little  eorii  patrhe^  eould 
alT»ud, 

At  a  cTrtiiin  juul  t>f  the  dam-e  one  Indian  would  appear,  dreasfd  in  a  l»eur 
skin,  and  another  iri  a  deer  Hkin.  mtli  polinhed  hmss  for  tlie  eyes  of  the 
animals.  t<»  nmke  the  llguren  hwik  fearful.  Thus  hxtnl  up.  they  ran  ar(»und 
the  ring  of  daneern.  This  was  to  «enre  Jiway  the  f*vil  spirits.  The>  had 
Miie  ilanee  hi  the  afternoon,  and  one  after  Huppen 

My  father  cd'ten  went  over  to  the  eounril  lionsr  w*here»  anil  wlule.  the 
danees  wern  going  on.  l*»  keep  the  white  people  fh^n  Kelling  whisky  U>  it\v 
Indians.  Katlnn  often  talked  U*  them  ah«Mit  their  danees.  to  aweiiain  their 
meaning  or  origin,  hot  never  sureeeded  ingetting^ny  intelligent  I'Xphmation 
from  them,  ajiy  fnrt)»er  tlian  this,  vi/;  They  saiil  their  aneestnra  were  rieh 
at  ont'  time,  an«l  uned  to  saeritiie  fat  e-attU'  and  iiheep;  now  their  ehildren 
were  po«vr.  and  eotdd  only  tweritiee  tlu'  l»ej4t  they  hut],atid  that  waft  their 
whit*'  dogs. 
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I  Hiiil  said  a  long  eerfinony  «iver  tlM^m:  Vhfii  tlu*y  hiid  tlunii  on  tlje  hnrniiijr 
1uta;-b(Hip.  DiiririK'  ttiJH  [mil  of  Um'  |MMfitrniaii('c%  thf  Indhuis  hUmkI  anmrnl 
in  iMirftHi  MileiH'f',  ulmonl  luoUmih^Hs.  *iri<l  Umke*!  as  scilenin  iis  Uw  ^;ravt*, 
IfiHMl  IIiinl^T  ortit'iuhHl  jis  priest.  Aft**!  tJit*  ilo^rs  wiM'e  laid  <ni  tlj*^  Hr*',  (hhmI 
Hunter  liiid  h  sprijr  of  drit**!  tiirhs  mii  Dit*  do^,  and  llien  fvi-ry  oMipr  IndUm 
and  S4|(mw  <lid  the  mudip,  in  ntUUinn,  and  in  perfert  order,  vvilliuiil  ^Hvini?  a 
wt»nl.  Kath  ctog  wan  pnt  tlirtnigli  this  rereniony  t*Piiarat**ly,  After  Itial.  an 
Indian  eann*  rnnning  in  and  Hcatt«»rfMl  lirp  and  ii»\w»  all  annind  the  rounril 
htmne  anr)  ov4*r  the  peoph*. 

In  tlte  hinta!  of  their  dead,  a  hole  wjlh  left  in  tlie  box^iiear  the  head,  hi 
I<^t  the  spirit  come  tlin>njrh,and  the  corpse  wa.n  supplied  with  cakes  of  «wtfHr 
and  hread.  After  the  hox  \\i\s  let  down  into  the  grrave.the  IndiajtHinarcheil 
around  it,  and  each  ilropi>ed  ^onu^  Rreon  sprig  npnn  it— vrry  nuich  like  the 
hurial  ceremony  id  a  noirnlMT  of  s^nne  secret  s<Miety  in  thin  respi^cl,  in  tliese 
days*.  When  the  grave  nas  filled  up.  the  a<|na\VH  pnlled  their  hlankels 
forwanl  over  their  heads  and  as  far  oot  as  their  ellKms  would  reach.  an*l 
crii^d  with  a  sort  of  howling  vnice,  while  tVie  men  st^HKl  UHttionleHs.  and 
lookcNt  on  without  sheilihng  a  tear. 

Thv  chief.  Ttupninia.  ha^l  a  twin  Aist-er  w  ho  whs  a  niedicine-wonian.  The 
twtni*  were  horn  witli  one  eye  eat  h.  One  time  my  mother  was  very  sii-k, 
ikwl  Utt  want  of  a  better  doctor,  we  sent  for  tlvis  stfuaw.  The  snow  was  vei*y 
det'p«  and  vet  she  went  out  into  the  woods  with  a  hoe  ami  got  stmie  herhs. 
Tlwn  she  «*Hn>*'  «»ver  to  our  house  and  made  tea  with  these  herhs  and  cureil 
'mnttier. 

We  ti»ved  the  old  s<jnaw  very  much  after  that,  and  always  made  her  feel 
welcome  at  our  house.  When  father  died,  she  attended  his  HiiieraL  atiil 
utremeti  to  he  very  mmdi  affected. 

This  Bena/ah  Parkei,  wlio  was  stahhed  hy  IVter  Fork,  was  a  man  ahonl 
live  feet  six  inches  high.  «d' dark  complexion,  dark  hair  and  eyes,  ami  was 
iibont  thirty -sM*ve] I  years  i»hl.  There  was  Uidhing  prejaissessing  in  his 
ap|i4*arance.  He  was  sttddied  in  Octoher.  18:^1^.  and  ilieit  some  time  hi  the 
niontlj  of  January,  IHJtl. 

Jatpies  llulhurt  au<l  Shepherd  t^alrick  hrvught  the  land,  witti  Un^'old  frtrt, 
at  the  Sidles. 

Father  had  charge  uf  the  Indians  svuue  ten  years,  and  np  to  the  tiuje  of 
hisch-ath-  when  (ien.  lleury  i\  lirish  l<N>k  charge  id'  tlie  agency,  and  it  was 
md  long  after  thai  wIhui  the  Indians  were  taken  away.  1  think  it  rciiiiired 
otdy  three  or  fr»ur  wagons  to  take  all  theh  things. 

Mr.  Unlhurt  wan  i>ne  of  the  first  assoiiate-jndges  of  tho  cunrt  of  common 
pleit?y  lor  Senei  ii  c«nujt.\.  He  was  ahont  live  feet  eight  imdies  higlk  lean  of 
ftesh,  hut  well  proptntioued:  had  a  dark  coui]»lexiou.  dark  hair  and  eyes,  a 
higti  ft>rehead.  fdeasant  and  gentlemanly  in  his  ijitercmuse  with  people.  He 
Waj«.amanof  exemplary  charactej*.  fair  efhu'ation  ami  excellent  jmlgmeut, 
He  enjoyed  the  contifleuce  and  esteem  o{'  all  wlio  knew  him.  He  tanghtthe 
tirsl  grammar  school  in  thisconnty.  My  sister  Maria.  Afrs.  Keen  antl  myself 
atteiuled!  his  school.  He  was  a  nu-mher  of  the  i'reshvtenan  church.  When 
he  s^dil  his  Fort  Seneca  farm,  he  hought  the  laml  w  here  Ffut  Stephenson 
^UkhI.  and  Imilt  a  house  there.     So   lie  was  the  <»vvner  of  hotli   ftuts.     The 
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lioiiHi'  In-  iHiitt  at  port  Stf'pluii^on  \V4«?.|i  nn<'-.si<iry  fnimr  linnf* 
(in  till'  pusi  MifJe, 

|.\t  llie  Drst  <'ok4iratlori  uf  tlip  hiltk-  Ht  iMut  Stiphnismi.  on  tlit*  *j(l  *la>  «if 
Vngnst.  K^n,  Mr.  KluUieruh  <V>oli  iloliveivil  his  oration  from  tliat  iMircli  to 
the  i^HjtenihlHil  tlionsantis,  whon  Mrs,  Iiiiiliam  sal  \t\  a  wintlow.  insiile nf  llie 
lionHf ,  antl  Dn*  writt^r  stood  jwitr  Iht*  jiorrli.  llj^it'iiin^  lo  i\w  oration — tnort' 
than  fort)  vhui-h  ago.  Mrs.  Ingham  wa^s  an  oh!  Whij<,  and  iherffor*^  enjoyi^il 
tlit*  spm*ch,  vvhidi  wan  more  of  a  political  than  hi«ti>rir  rharacttjr.  and  ttnTe- 
tort*  out  of  plarp.  while  the  writer  did  im\  like  the  vi^ry  many  biUi*r  remark:* 
hnrled  at  thf>  DemoiTatir  paitv,  whieh  he  tlien  thought  were  ilMimt«d,  and 
thinks  so  hWW.] 

Mr.*  Hnlhnrt  opened  a  ntore  in  Lower  Sandiifiky,  lie  Wiw  afterwunlji 
I'lerted  a  niendn^r  of  the  f  I  oust*  of  Hepri^sentativeft,  in  the  lepitilatun*  of 
*>]do»  fr<im  Sandtjsky  eomity.     lie  tlied  of  rouHnmption.  Decemlier  'Sk  IHlUi. 

('albli  Hicf  was  the  ni'urost  nei|?hb(»r  w«*  had.  \lv  was  a  millwrii^ht  V«y 
lra*Je,  an  excelh'nt  unM-haiur,  and  a  very  inttdti^enl  man.  He  imilt  t|jp  niill 
tor  the  SenrcaH  at  ^rreen  crpt^k,  ahont  t»ne-half  niil*^  Uflow  the  springs.  lit* 
wjiseonsUinUy  involved  in  biw-suit«,  ofrasioned  by  liis  general  dispi»sition  to 
i'vade  iiis  promises.  He  was  a  hud  linaneier.  and  onlt*id*»  of  his  intelll^enee 
ami  merhanieal  HkilK  of  very  little  iUMOunt. 

Benjamin  (*nlver,  another  neij^hlKir  wan  a  Caiunlian  by  biith.  and  pos- 
sessed of  ('im.Htdemble  wealth,  lit*  Ihhij^IiI  U»e  l>t*Ht  fjimw  on  tht*  river 
bottcMii.  Ht*  wan  alK»nt  forty -eight  years  old  when  hr  was  married  to  Mi»!* 
II arris,  who  wns  then  a  benntifnl  young  girl.  Miss  Harris  was  the  <Mily 
white  girl  at  my  lirotliefw  fnnenil.  who  died  at  tlie  tort  in  1»:5K  Mn  ('idvrr 
WHS  a  man  of  exrellenl  heart,  a  true  friend  and  a  go<Ml  neigldMir,  The  only 
f  lult  in  his  life  was  his  love  ft*r  strtmg  drink,  lie  died  in  1840,  when  he  w*i8 
a  Unit  sixty  yeai's  old. 

William  Spirer  was  a  while  man,  and  was  caiptured  by  the  Indians  v\heu 
ijuite  ytnjug.  He  sp<jke  the  huiguage  of  the  Cayitgas  atid  the  Sene<as 
dnently.  He  had  aeeumulatecl  a  gooil  rlejil  of  money  at  the  time  he  wjis 
robbeil.  A  man  l>y  the  name  of  Rcdlins  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  the 
robi»ery,  but  it  was  generally  believed  that  others  got  the  money,  Spieer 
w»8  Very  lilthy  in  his  personal*  appeanim-e— i>erhaps  never  waslied  himself; 
at  least*  he  h>oked  as  if  his  faee  had  never  etmie  in  eont^iel  with  the  element 
•  •allt*d  water,  Uis  house  was  the  dirtiest  on  the  resinve.  His  voiet*  w»to 
rough  and  extremely  cdVenslve.     He  was  renpeeled  by  utdnidy. 

Crow  was  a  tiennan  boy,  and  was  st<den  by  the  Wyaoihiis  in  tireenbriar 
i*i>iud\.  Pennsylvania*  when  ijulte  yfttmg.  His  father.  Jaeob  Knis^dy.  fotnnl 
him  here  lifty  \wirs  after  he  wa*s  stoh'n.  My  father  went  witli  Mr.  Ktiisely 
to  liiok  him  up.  <'row  refused  to  gik  with  his  father.  The  meeting  and 
parting  of  fatlier  and  s<in  wa^  very  afl'erting  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Knisely, 
Crow  di*l  not  seem  to  rare  mueh.  My  father  often  spoke  alwiut  thi^  seeiie* 
with  much  feeling. 

The  father  of  Mn  Isaae  I.  Dumond  eame  here  with  his  family  shortly 
b**fore  the  land  sales,  and  settleil  near  the  fort.  He  was  a  man  about  five 
feet  eight  irtrhes  high,  ecmipaetly  biiilt,  and  slow  of  speiM-h.  He  was  kind 
and  hospitjible.  ami  a  good  neighlK>r.  His  family  eom^lstrti  of  wife  and 
eight  ehildrentonr  sons  and  I'lMuMlaughters.    Mr.  Dumond  W!i8  a  memlHT 
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(if  Uw  olil  HI  hxMil   Hai»liHt   rhmvli*     KMer  Kaliri;;  often   ureaihed  in  Mr. 
Onmoufi*  caliiii.    litt  itved  ht^re  soiut*  twi^lvp  yinirs  }ift«*r  lu*  ^'uuii*.  ami  iUt*U 

I  ill  a  Hmali  Cnmu^  lu»u»f  lu*  hail  hiiilt  iu*ar  their  cabin,  ami  closi^  to  tlu'  hmmL 
1  b*!anl  tht*  UrviTen*]  H^^1^t^^t  I'^inlt^y  pn^acJi  often,  anxl  afti^rwanb  l»is  jwm, 

'  Jatm'!^  H.  Kinley,  iimi  still  later  tlio  nepliew  of  the  lAtter,  Tlie>  were  all 
gif at  preachers,  ami  men  of  hijjh  ntandinff  in  the  e8tiniaUoin»f  the  j>eti|»le. 
James  D,  Fiuley  wa,M  about  lift)  yean*  of  u^je  when  I  saw  fjini.  a  uian  of 
Ktrikln^  jierH4>nal  appearata'c,  ahout  the  feel  Un  inches  hi^h.  heavy  hitilt. 
very  8trai)a:hl.  with  lij^hl  eomplexhai,  lig:ht  Itrown  hair,  and  ^rayeyes:  Wui 
features  wi-re  rej^tolar  and  prominpnt^  his*  rnuntenarii*e  was  ex}>re8Hive  and 
t-nniest,  an<l  hii*  manners  were  naturally  kind  and  winninpf,  yet  there  vs an 
jjreat  force  anci  deeiHioij  of  character  alMJiit  his  general  make-ujK  His  ser- 
nao  118  were  iu  conformity  with  his  app^sirance  and  teu^pfniment— fonible 
atui  cDnvindui^,  His  voice  was  Imid  and  clear;  he  wm  n  gt^fwl  srnjfer,  an<l  u 
j?rear  revival  preiiehen  He  Iwlonjred  to  the  IVbnna  circtiit,  where  his  father 
prejiched  l)efiire  him.  but  his  services  were  extended  throuj^hout  north- 
western OhiM, 

It  is  scarcely  iieceHsary  to  atld  that  lljert*  wci*e  neither  mel(Mlct»ns  nor  or- 
ftSkHi^  to  assist  in  the  sin>ring«  an<l  churches  that  roM  from  thirty  \o  i\fi\ 
thouHiiod  dollars,  with  organs  that  cost  one  thousimd  dollars  or  nittre.  wei-e 
not  thought  n\  in  those  days,  in  this  region, 

8<*neca  Jolm  usetl  t*i  jjet  ilrunk  occiisionally,  ami  it  troubled  my  father  vi^ry 
ruueh  Id  tt.scer1ain  the  way  Joioi  i^<>t  his  whisky.  He  tinally  bit  npou  a  plan 
toeatch  a  man  by  the  natne  of  Brouuliton.  wln>m  lie  ha<l  snspecteil  for  some 
time.  He  took  Mr.  Isaac  L  Uuiuotid.  Shane  and  John  with  him  to  Hrougli- 
l4>n'»  one  evening.  Father  had  dressed  himself  in  Indian  costume,  antl 
when  tlie  party  were  seated  around  on  benches  in  IJroughton*s  luinse.  John 
imllfHl  for  whisky,  and  after  drinkinie:  some,  handed  the  j^lass  over  to  father, 
who  tiUited  it  to  Ik*  sure  that  it  was  whisky.  Tlien  father  threw  back  his 
feathers  and  Idanket,  and  when  Brimj3^)jton  rerojTfnzed  him  he  almost  sank 
into  the  ground. 

After  a  severe  reprimami  from  father,  Unvn^bbui  pnuuised  to;*ell  no  more 
whisky  to  Indians,  roid  he  Vaa  let  go  without  punishment  for  the  time 
beiiijf. 

St^el  and  *o>stJck  liioked*  nearly  alike,  and  both  weiv  about  one  «piarter 
white,  ( 'omstock  w  as  a  full  IpUhmI  Cayuga,  w  ell  dressed ,  cutting  great  swells, 
a  dashinji<,  line  looking  and  sober  Indian.  He  wjis  not  as  larg*^  as  the  olher 
4!hiefM,  nither  small  on  the  contrary,  but  s(|uarely  built.  Witli  all  his  gayety 
hn  WHS  turwlest  and  reservenl,  and  highly  esteemed  by  Indians  and  whiles, 

Turpiania,  a  lialf  brother  to  head  i'hief  Tutpiania,  was  at  one  time  a  cap- 
tain in  the  Fren<li  service,  He  and  his  sister  were  both  of  French  uiixtnre. 
Whih*  in  the  service  of  the  French,  Tnf|uaiua  had  accpiired  many  French 
ways  and  manners.  He  was  also  ronverteil  by  a  Frern*b  priest  and  Imd  em- 
braced  the  catholic  religion;  and  be  often  said  thai  he  wns  sure  of  being  a 
chrisliau,  because  he  was  bsipti/ed  "Joseph."  Yi'i,  for  some  reason  or  other, 
be  would  join  In  the  dog  dance.  He  was  about  sixty  years  of  age  in  isp.i. 
and  lived  to  go  west  with  hiw  tribe.  He  was  the  most  intelhgent  Indian  on 
the  reservatiiiiK  He  wore  a  red  vest,  buckskin  leggings  with  a  white  lutlleil 
nliirt  over  the  leggings,  and  j»  iiiee  shawl  over  his  head  on  Suiidii\.     His  li:iii 
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wab  ni*  *'!>  tiniiiiH,  V*tv  priMitl  of  his  wliinitimi  aiiU  Fr^^nrh  tnifnitif?.  lie 
often  \mt  4)11  sn'PHt  airs,  aiul  said.  ''This  is  the  way  thp  Fr^'iicli  otlk***rH  do." 
fl is  nvi*rl»«^ari Kg  disposition  ofl<>ii  j^ot  him  into  tnnible  with  other  Indians. 
all  ol'  whom  lie  re>sardt'd  an  vaMtly  his  inffi iorn.  an<l  ven^  fre<|npnllv  fnlht^r 
W4ia  calleil  upon  to  h€4tle  tii»  trtiuld*';*  for  In'in. 

A  roan  hy  the  name  of  Ke*fler  lived  jieiir  the  river  hank.  He  had  a  family 
of  Hix  rhiklren;  he  rmiie  from  the  slate  of  New  York,  and  boiijjht  forty  aeren 
of  hind.  Tlie  fnnnly  sttlTered  j?reatly  with  «irkne8s.  I  ihm't  remeniU'r  what 
lN*<'arnt*  <d  them. 

Alexander  MrNntt  and  hisi  taotlier,  Daniel  MeNntt.  were  also  here  in 
WllK  Uaiiiel  liad  a  family,  and  Alexander  married  a  sihter  of  Isaar  I.  Dir- 
mond.     Ms  father  sole mni)te<l  their  marriage. 

William  .xrontgomery  stjirted  a  nlta-e  in  IKia.  in  a  [og  eahnu  in  tin*  Village 
that  is  now  *'alled  Fort  Si*nei'a, 

Eliidialel  Holers  honght  a  farm  near  Widf  rreek.  lie  married  Ihuiriah 
JjU'k^on,  wh<i  had  lived  at  Mr.  B«»we'sa  lonjf  time.  Rojjers  was  an  honest. 
home-H|»m]  t^ort  of  a  man.  Urn  farm  IwTame  afterwards  kncjwn  as  the 
8iniKik  farm. 

Almon  Rollins  mai  rie*!  Mary  HhenvofKl,  and  Loreir/o  Ahhott  married  her 
j*isitt*j  Jeanette.  The  two  couple  wert*  marrietl  at  the  jtsime  time.  Jeanetle 
was  then  ordy  ffjurteerr  )earH  old. 

Old  Mr.  Sherwood  wati  captaifi  of  a  militia  romjiauy,  and  vei^  prond  of 
hiti  statiorK  He  was  a  great  talker.  an»l  siimewhai  hoastfnl.  He  did  not  live 
to  he  very  old. 

Mr.  Williuni  Nnnis,  the  tjfnnsmitiL  was  a  man  ahonl  live  feet  ten  inches 
hi^h.  slont  and  well  huilt>  He  whs  |MMir,  hut  a  mati  of  eonsidendde  reiine- 
menti  atvd  strielly  honest.  He  <lrank  some,  hot  not  to  exet^t^e.  He  i^ame 
herewith  his  family  after  the  Barneys,  hot  hefore  the  Dnmond»,  and  was 
anion^'^t  the  first  that  settled  near  the  foil. 

The'l*ike»  and  the  (*liane\s  lived  on  the  Spieer  plaee  when  we  came  U*  the 

r«»ri. 

There  we n\  three  of  thest*  Tn^nanias.  line  was  the  head  chief,  another 
was  the  Joseph,  and  the  Ihinl  was  the  Arinstrofij?  Tn^iania.  the  sim  of  the 
oT»e  eved  medicine  woman. 


MRS.    SAIXV    INGHAM. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  burn  in  Champai|(n  connly,  ()hio»  on 
the  4th  day  of  Frbrnary,  xSiu  She  is  the  fifth  child  of  the  Rev.  James 
Montgomery,  and  was  but  eight  years  old  when  the  family  moved  into 
the  bloe  khouse  at  Fort  Seneca.  She  grew  up  from  childhood  into 
a  blooming  maiden,  on  the  banks  of  the  old  Sandusky,  among  a  few 
while  settlers  on  one  side,  and  the  Senecas  on  the  other  side,  of  ihe 
river. 

In  these  wild  and  rnral  scenes  of  her  childhood,  she  lived  under  the 
droppings  of  the  sanctuary,  blessed  with  the  love  of  christian  parent^, 
an«l  a  cheerful  disposition*  that  lets  tjic  owner  look  upon  the  sunny  side 
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of  life — a  blessing  that   never  forsook   her  in   all   her  life-long  path- 
way. 

For  want  of  other  schools  she  received  her  primary  education  in  the 
household,  and  afterwards  took  lessons  in  English  grammar  from  Judge 
Hulburt.  She  also  attended  a  grammar  school  taught  by  Edson  B. 
Goit,  Esq.,  in  Lower  Sandusky,  Ohio.  With  this  training  she  was 
enabled  to  teach  school  herself,  and  kept  her  first  school  near  John 
Crum's,  on  the  state  road,  three  miles  north  of  Tiffin;  and  after  the 
death  of  her  father,  she  taught  two  years  longer.  ^ 

When  she  was  about  getting  ready  to  attend  the  grammar  school  at 
Fremont,  she  went  to  McNeil's  store  at  Fort  Ball,  to  buy  a  pair  of 
shoes.  Mr.  Sardis  Birchard  sold  them  to  her.  He  was  then  clerk  in 
the  store,  and  afterwards  became  familiarly  known  in  Lower  Sandusky 
by  the  name  of  Judge  Birchard,  the  uncle  of  President  Hayes. 

On  the  25th  day  of  March,  1832,  Mrs.  Ingham  was  married  to  Mr. 
Milton  Frary,  a  young  farmer  in  Pleasant  township,  in  this  county,  who 
died  in  1852.  After  living  in  widowhood  seventeen  years,  she  married 
a  Mr.  Alexander  Ingham,  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  whoalso  died  in  April, 
1870. 

Mrs.  Ingham  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  and  the  same 
old  happy  disposition.  She  has  a  most  remarkable  memory  of  past 
events.  The  names  of  persons,  places  and  incidents  are  at  her  tongue's 
end,  and  her  ready  delineation  is  easily  discernible  by  reading  her 
narrative.  She  has  her  father's  temperament  and  appearance,  strongly 
marked.  Her  conversation  is  both  instructive  and  amusing,  couched 
in  splendid  English,  and  sweetened  by  her  christian  training,  which 
unconsciously  crops  out  on  every  occasion. 

If  she  ever  had  an  enemy,  he  must  have  died  long  ago.  She  is 
beloved  by  all  who  know  her,  and  welcome  at  every  door. 

For  more  than  fifty-two  years  she  has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the 
^L  K.  Chuich,  in  good  standing;  and  while  she  enjoys  her  trust  and 
confidence  in  God,  she  is  not  bowed  down  by  the  weight  of  the  cross, 
but  seems  rather  to  bear  her  faith  and  increasing  weight  of  years  as  an 
enjoyment. 

She  has  now  lived  in  Seneca  county  longer  than  any  other  person  in 
it,  and  is  the  last  and  only  remaining  member  of  a  once  very  large 
family. 

Mrs.  Ingham  had  four  children:  James  R.  F>ary,  who  was  married 
to  Hattie  F.,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Andrews.  He  died  in*  Tiffin,  in 
March,  1862,  well  known  among  the  merchants  and  business  men  of 
Tiffin:   ICmily,  now  the  wife  of  Jacob  Baker;  Sarah,  who  was  married 
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to  Ralph  Gates,  and  died  in  1877;  Justin,  who  died  in  1863,  as  a  pris- 
oner of  war  in  a  rebpl  hospital  in  Danville,  Virginia. 

The  writer,  in  gratitude  for  her  many  narratives  of  men  and  things 
pertaining  to  early  life  in  Seneca  county,  can  only  wish  her  many 
more  years  of  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  her  happy  nature,  in  health, 
comfort  and  contentment. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


DEATH  OP  COM8TOCK-SBNBCA  STEEL -DEATH  OP  SENECA  JOHN-COONSTICK 
—TRIAL  AND  DISCHARGE  OP  COONSTICK -JUDGE  HIQQINS'  DECISION- 
JUDGE  BIRCHARD'S  STATEMENT— BENJAMIN  P.  WARNER-HARD  HICKORY 
AND  HIS  DEATH-IMMIGRATION  OP  THE  SENECAS  TO  THE  NEOSHO  AND 
COWSKIN  RIVERS -CHARLIEU -THE  GIRTYS-THE  DEATH  OP  DRAKE. 


GENERAL  Henry  C.  Brish,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Montgomery  in 
the  agency  of  the  Senecas,  relates  the  following  incident  as 
illustrative  of  the  superstition  of  the  Seneca  Indians,  and  of  the 
composure  with  which  their  warriors  would  meet  death.  The  tribe 
had  dwindled  down  to  about  four  hundred  souls: 

About  the  year  182o,  three  of  the  prominent  chiefs— Coonstick,  Steel  and 
Cracked  Hoof,  went  on  an  excursion  to  seek  a  new  home  and  fresh  hunting 
grounds  for  tlieir  people.  They  returned  after  an  absence  of  nearly  three 
years.  Coonstick  and  Steel  were  brothei-s.  They  had  left  behind  them  an 
older  brother,  Comstock,  who  was  chief  of  the  tribe,  and  a  younger  brother, 
John— Seneca  John. 

The  two  brothers  who  had  gone  west,  finding  on  their  return  that  their 
elder  brother,  Comstock,  was  dead,  and  that  their  younger  brother,  John, 
was"  chief  in  his  stead,  charged  John  with  having  caused  the  death  of 
(^mstock  by  witchcraft.    He  denied  the  charge,  and  said: 

•'I  loved  my  brother  Comstock  more  than  I  love  the  green  eailh  I  stand 
iil)on.  I  would  give  myself  up,  limb  by  limb,  piecemeal  by  piecemeal--! 
would  shed  my  blood,  drop  by  dro]),  to  restore  him  to  life.'' 

But  all  this  protestation  of  innocence,  and  love  for  his  brother,  was  of  no 
avail  His  brothers  told  him  that  lie  must  die,  and  that  it  was  their  duty  to 
l>e  his  executioners.    John  calmly  replied: 

"I  am  willing  to  die.  I  ask  only  that  you  will  allow  me  to  live  until 
to-morrow  morning,  that  1  may  see  the  sun  rise  once  more.  I  will  sleep 
to-night  on  the  porch  of  Hard  Hickory's  lodge,  which  fronts  the  east.  There 
you  will  find  me  at  sun-rise." 

They  acceded  to  his  request.  Coonstick  and  Steel,  awaiting  the  morning, 
when  they  were  to  kill  their  brother,  passed  the  night  in  a  lodge  near  by. 
In  the  morning,  they  proceeded  to  the  hut  of  Hard  Hi(?kory,  (who  himself 
told  this  story  to  Gen.  Brish).  He  said  that  just  as  the  sun  was  rising,  he 
heard  the  approaching  footsteps  of  the  brothers,  and  opened  the  door  of  his 
hut  to  peep  out.  There  he  Siuv  John  asleep,  wrapped  in  his  blanket.  His 
brothers  awoke  him.  He  arose  and  took  from  his  head  a  large  handkerchief, 
which  was  wound  around  it.     His  hair,  wliich  was  very  long,  fell  upon  his 


^3*  KfSTORV  OK   SI 

^iUoiilders*.  Tiie  iliHvmed  chief  lookf^d  calmly  aroimd  for  Uie  last  time  upon 
the  lHiid»eape,  anil  u|.Kiri  the  rising  sun,  tiiking,  evitinitly,  a  farewell  view, 
anil  then  sairt  to  hit*  hnilhers  that  tie  was  ready  to  die. 

The  hrt»therH  had  hroiip:ht  with  iheru  another  Indian  warri<»rby  the  name 
i»f  8hane.  Coonstifk  mid  Shane  each  took  John  by  Uie  arm.  at  id  led  hUn 
alon^  towards  the  place  <jf  his  execution.  Steel  fohowed  "beliind  with  his 
gleaming  tomahawk  in  his  hand,  Tliey  had  advanced  ahont  ten  stepn  from 
tlie  porch  when  Steel  struck  liis  luothcr  a  heavy  blow  with  his  tomaliawk. 
upon  the  hack  of  his  head.  He  fell  to  the  ground.  a.s  the  hlood  gushed  from 
the  dreadful  wound.  Supposing  him  to  he  deml,  they  dragged  liim  beneath 
a  tive  near  by.  Tliere,  perceiving  signs  of  life.  Steel  drew  his  knife  and  i*ul 
hi*  brother's  throat  from  ear  to  ear.  The  next  day  the  corpse  wtis  buried 
wltli  the  customary  ludiaii  ceremonies. 

Tliis  humble  scene  occurred  in  Seneca  county  in  the  year  1828. 

Steel  wa^  arrested  and  tried  in  Sandusky  county,  and  was  acquitted. 
So  far.  Abb. 

Butterfield  has  this  in  addition,  viz: 

SiipiH>3ing  this  blow  sulVrciciit  to  kill  him.  they  dragged  liim  untler  a 
peach  tree  near  by.  In  a  short  time,  however,  lie  revived,  the  blow  having 
been  broken  In  the  great  ma.ss  of  Ids  hair.  Knowing  that  it  was  Steel  who 
had  struck  the  bh>w..lohrLas  he  lay,  tuniefl  his  head  towards  Coonstick  nnti 
said  ;  *"Xow,  brother,  do  you  take  your  revenge." 

This  so  opemte<l  upon  the  feehugs  of  Ctxinstick,  that  he  interfered  to  save 
him;  but  it  enraged  Steel  to  such  an  extent,  that  he  drew  his  knife  and  cut 
John's  throat  from  ear  to  ear. 

Gen.  Brish  also  said: 

Tlnee  years  thereafter,  wlien  I  was  preparing  to  remove  them  to  the  west. 
I  siiw  i  'oonstick  and  Steel  remove  the  fence  and  level  the  ground,  so  that  no 
vestige  of  the  grave  remained.  John  chose  the  place  for  his  execution  near 
Hard  IIirki»r>  *s  lodge  because  he  did  not  wish  t<»  be  killed  in  the  pi-esence 
of  his  wife,  and  liecause.  also,  he  wanted  Hard  Hick<»ry  U)  witiiess  that  he 
"died  like  a  man." 

Judge  Higgins,  in  a  communication  to  Knapp's  History  of  X\\c 
Maumee  Valley,  says: 

t*poM  il»e  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles,  there  were  sevend  tritie.s 
that  cordinned  to  occupy  their  former  homes,  and  rt^tained  their  titles  to 
small  reservations  of  land.  Among  these  Indians  was  the  tribe  of  Senecas» 
whi»  held  a  re.serve  of  ten  miles  square,  on  the  Siuidusky  river,  a  few  miles 
aliove  Fremi»nt,  The  political  relations  between  these  Indiiiiis  and  the 
l^niteil  States  govenmieut  were  pec\diar.  The  Ignited  States  claimed,  and 
exercised,  an  ultimate  sovereignty  over  all  Indian  resenes,  and  they  eon- 
cedeil  complete  fiersonal  jurisdiction  and  independence  to  thf  Indians  wilh- 
jn  the  Ihiumlaries  tif  their  reservations.  (Questions  rectuiring  decision  upon 
this  relation  were  fre<piently  occurring  in  the  course  of  my  judicial  ex- 
[lerience.  Among  others,  was  a  case  occuiTing  in  the  Seneca  trilK%  of  pecu- 
liar interest 
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During  thf  session  of  the  Supreme  Cunirt  in  Fremont,  in  1S22,  (It  must 
have  heen  hi  182!>  or  18:10.— A  iTii.)  some  pei-son  in  Lower  Sandusky  entered 
a  complaint  before  a  justice  of  the  peacrc  against  a  head  <*hief  of  the  Sene- 
••as  for  munler,  and  he  was  arrested  an<l  ]>rouj2;ht  ])efore  the  justice.  a<-coni- 
panied  by  a  number  of  the  prhici]»al  men  of  his  trilie.  The  inci<lenls  ujum 
which  this  procee<iinj^  was  fcnuide*!  are  very  interesting:,  as  ilhistratinjr  the 
Indian  life  and  character.  Witli  this  head  chief- ('<M)nstick— I  w:is  sonie- 
wliat  ac(|uainted.  J  le  was  a  noble  specimen  of  a  man:  of  line  form,  ditrnilied 
in  manner,  and  evin<'inj:  nnicli  ^nod  sense  in  conversation  and  ctindud. 

The  Judge  ihen  goe^  on   to  relate  the    killing  oi'  Seneca  Jolin.  (on 
cerning  which  be  difterctl  some  as  to  the  facts,  and  pr(>cee<ls: 

These  facts  being  ])rcsente<l  to  the  Supreme  Cnurt.  lliey  ilecidcd  that  the 
exHiMition  of  the  crinnnal  was  an  act  completely  within  the  jurisdiction  uf 
the  chief,  and  that  Coonstick  was  justitied  in  the  executitm  of  a  judicial 
sentence,  which  he  was  the  proper  pers(»n  to  carry  it  into  effect.  The  case 
was  dismissed,  and  ('jionstick  disi-harged. 

Judge  Sardis  Birchard,  of  Fremont,  the  uncle  of  l^residenl  Hayes, 
had  a  store  in  Lower  Sandusky  during  the  time  the  Senecas  were  on 
their  reservation.  He  was  railed  **Judge"  from  the  fact  that  during 
the  existence  of  the  old  constitution  of  ( )hio,  it  recpiired  three  associate 
Judges  to  sit  with  the  Circuit  Judge  to  hold  what  is  now  known  as 
"Common  IMeas  Court."     Mr.  Mirchard  was  one  of  them. 

Tall  Chief,  Hard  Hickory.  Seneca  John,  Curly  Kye,  (iood  Hunter 
and  others,  trailed  with  him.  .Mr.  iJircdianl  often  attended  their  dances, 
and  said  that  Rudoli)hiis  Dickinson.  Judge  Justice  and  Mr.  Fifield 
often  danced  with  the  Indians.  The  Indians  called  Mr.  Birrhard 
*'Anse(iuagt),''  and  they  told  him  that  it  meant  "the  man  who  owns 
the  most  of  the  land." 

Mr.  Birchaid.  in  his  communication  to  Knajjp's  History,  says: 

I  remember  well  the  death  of  Seneca  John.  He  was  a  tall,  noble  hooking 
man.  and  was  said  to  have  looked  very  much  like  Henry  Clay.  He  was 
always  pleasant  and  <'heerfill.  He  was  called  the  most  eloquent  speaker 
on  the  reserve.  He  could  always  restore  harmony  in  their  council  when 
then*  was  any  ill-feeling.  In  the  eveinng  before  the  moridng  of  his  death, 
he  was  at  my  store.  The  whole  tribe  seemed  to  be  in  town.  Steel  and 
('<M)nstick  were  jealous  of  .lolm.  on  account  of  his  power  and  inlluence. 
John  was  a  great  favorite  among  the  s(|uaws.  John  bade  me  ■•go(»d-bye," 
and  stood  by  me  on  the  porch  before  the  store  as  the  otlier  Indians  rode 
away.  He  lo(»ked  at  them  as  they  moved  otT,  with  so  much  .sadness  in  his 
face  that  it  attracted  my  attention,  and  1  wondered  at  John's  letting  them 
gooff  without  him.  John  intpdred  the  amoimt  of  his  indebtedness  at  my 
store.  We  then  went  behind  the  counter  to  the  desk.  Tlie  amount  was 
tigin-ed  u])  and  stated  to  John,  who  sai<l  something  alxuit  paying  it.antl  then 
went  away  without  relating  any  of  his  trouble. 
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pnncTpM'liead  men  or  chiefs  of  the  Senecas*  were  Gi^oti  Hunter, 
Hard  Hickory  anci  Tall  Chief;  there  were  also  some  half -chiefs, 
Amon^  those  most  noted  was  Benjamin  F.  Warner,  a  white  man,  who 
had  previously  been  a  fireman  on  a  steamboat.  He  had  eloped  with 
an  Indian  woman  and  jieltled  down  among  ^he  Senccas. 

Hard  Hickory  was  the  leading  mind  among  them.  He  was  a  leader 
of  no  ordinary  grade.  He  was  possessed  of  polished  manners,  seldom 
seen  in  an  Indian.  He  spoke  the  Frenrh  language  fiuentiy,  and  the 
English  intelligibly.  Scrupulously  adhering  to  the  costume  of  his 
people,  and  retaining  many  of  their  habits,  this  chief  was  much 
endeared  to  them.  His  urbanity,  his  intelligence  and  ardent  attach- 
ment to  the  whites,  and,  above  all,  his  strict  integrity  in  business 
transactions*  obtained  for  him  —  and  deservedly  —  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  traded.  The  merchants  of  Lower 
Sandusky  reposed  such  trust  in  him.  that  when  some  poor  Indian  came 
to  ask  for  goods  on  credit,  if  Hard  Hickory  would  say  that  he  would 
see  them  paid  for,  no  more  was  required.  Thus  his  word  passed 
current  with»  and  for,  the  whole  tribe.  Mr.  Obed  Dickinson  was  a 
particular  friend  of  Hard  Hickory, 

Hard  Hickory  fell  from  his  high  station  as  an  honest  man.  Tempted 
by  monevt  he  became  first  a  thief  and  then  a  liar.  How  many  of  our 
own  people — some,  even>  in  our  own  town  of  Tiffin— -who,  for  a  long 
time*  in  their  business  life,  w*ere  regarded  and  esteemed  as  men  of 
profound  integrity  and  honesty,  who  had  stood  aloof  for  a  long  time 
from  al)  manner  of  crime,  and  had  enjoyed  the  confidence  and  esteem 
of  all  w  ho  knew*  them,  and  while  at  the  height  of  their  glory,  became 
diz/y  and  weak;  and  as  they  fell,  took  down  with  them,  not  only  the 
money  of  the  men  whose  confidence  they  had  secured,  but  the  general 
condemnation  of  all  honest  men  in  the  community  I  How  often  we 
arc  deceived  in  our  fellows!  We  often  let  men  of  tried  and  acknowl- 
edged honesty  stand  aside,  and  take  obscorc  men  who  had  no  record 
for  unflinching  honor,  put  them  in  places  of  honor  and  trust,  and  abom 
the  time  we  begin  to  think  they  arc  fire-proof,  they  fall  down  deep  and 
take  our  money  with  them.  After  the  fall  we  compromise  with  some 
agent  of  the  thief,  and  secure  as  tnuch  of  the  money  that  was  stolen 
from  us  as  wc  can,  and  let  the  gentlenjanly  thief  go— perhaps  to  run 
for  some  office.  The  Indians  ilon*t  understand  etiquette  in  that  way, 
il  seems. 

An  annuity  of  Si, 600  was  due  from  the  state  of  New  York,  for  a 
limited  uumbcr  of  years,  to  certain  families  of  Cayugas,  uf  one  of  which 
Hard  Hickory  was  a  member.     This  annuity  was  regularly  paid,  up  to 
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their  removal,  at  their  old  home  on  the  Sandusky.  By  an  arrangement 
with  the  general  government  in  their  treaty  at  Washington,  that  annuity 
was  to  be  t'orwarded  to  them  at  their  new  [lome  on  the  Neosho,  through 
the  hands  of  the  government  agents. 

In  the  year  1834,  a  draft  for  the  sum  due  them  from  New  York,  was 
forwarded  and  received  by  them:  and  in  order  to  make  a  distribution 
of  the  money  among  those  entitled  to  receive  it,  it  was  necessary  to 
have  the  draft  cashed,  for  which  purpose  Hard  Hickory,  with  (ieorge 
Herrin.  the  interpreter,  were  delegated  to  go  to  Fort  Gibson.  They 
went,  sold  the  draft,  and  received  the  nu)ney. 

Hani  Hickory  then  i)roposed  to  Herrin  a  trip  to  Washington  City  to 
see  after  the  business  of  the  tribe,  relative  to  their  land  sales  in  Ohio. 
Said  he:  "Let  us  go  while  we  have  this  money;  it  will  malge  no  difference 
to  our  people,  as  our  (ireat  Father,  the  President,  will  pay  us  back  all 
the  money  we  spend  in  going  there  and  returning  home,  as  he  did 
when  we  went  to  our  treaty." 

So  off  they  started  to  Washington.  For  more  than  a  month  they 
reveled  in  all  the  luxury  and  dissijiation  of  the  city,  until  they  were 
tired  of  them.  Now  they  determined  to  go  home,  and  requested  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  reimburse  them,  and  furnish  means 
to  return  with.     This,  of  course,  was  refused. 

On  arriving  lionie,  their  money  was  nearly  gone.  Hickory  was  then 
<alle(l  before  his  ])eople  to  give  an  account  of  himself.  He  stated  that 
there  was  something  wrong  about  the  draft,  and  he  had  to  go  to  Wash- 
ington to  arrange  it;  that  the  F'resident  said  it  should  all  be  made 
right,  and  they  would  get  the  money  soon,  all  in  silver. 

Doubting  this  statement,  they  sent  a  messenger  to  Fort  (iibson  to 
ascertain  the  truth.  He  reported,  on  his  return,  that  Hickory  had 
ilrawn  the  money  on  the  draft,  and  consecpiently  the  chief's  statement 
to  the  « ontrary  was  false.  A  solemn  council  was  called;  before  which 
he  was  summoned  to  appear.  He  ai)i)eared;  he  plead  guilty  to  the 
charge  of  falsehood,  and  made  no  attempt  to  ])alliate  or  justify  the 
offense,  but  threw  himself  upon  the  mercy  of  his  j)eoi)le,  offering,  at 
the  same  time,  to  surren<ler  all  his  horses  and  other  ])roperty  as  an 
indemnity  for  the  money  spent,  which  would  have  been  sufficient,  or 
nearly  so.  10  ha\  c  satisfied  the  amount.  The  council  lasted  several 
days.  In  tiie  debate  as  to  the  jMinishment  of  Hickory,  some  of  the 
chielt^  made  efforts  to  save  his  life.  A  majority,  however,  were  against 
him.  lie  had  betrayed  his  trust,  and  dishonored  his  high  station  as  a 
chief.      \t  length  the  verdict  came  that  Ifarti  Hickory  must  die. 

if  Ilickorv  had  stood  forth  before  his  ])eople  and  asserted  at  once 


HISTOKY   Ol-    SENECA    COUN IV. 


the  truth  of  the  matter — in  olher  words — had  not  lied  about  a.  i.^ 
would  have  saved  his  life  and  honor,  **And  from  my  knowledge  of 
the  tribe,"  says  Gen,  Brish,  ^"that  would  have  been  the  result." 

In  hopes  that  he  would  yet  be  spared,  and  that  nu  one  woidd  attempt 
to  kill  him  in  the  presence  of  his  wife,  who  was  much  res[>ec:ied.  he 

I  onfmeti  himself  to  his  house,  heavily  armed*.  For  several  days  :kn{\ 
mghts  his  house  was  surrounded.  At  length,  Ihc  notorious  Shane,  who 
helped  to  nnirder  Seneca  John,  volunteered  to  kill  him  id  his  house- 
Shane,  having  ju^r  returned  from  the  Cheriikeye  roimtry.  went  M  the 
house  in  the  night  and  rap|>cd  at  the  door,  Hifjkory  rerogni/ei:  hi» 
voice,  and  naturally  supposed  that  he  had  at  least  one  friend  who  would 
try  to  save  him.     Hard  Hickory  was  the  uncle  of  Shane. 

On  being  assured  that  Shane  was  alone.  Hickory  directed  his  wife  lu 
unbar  tlie  door  and  let  him  in,  which  she  did.  Shane  ware  a  blanket, 
and  approached  Hickory  in  the  middW  of  the  room,  holding  out  his 
left  hand,  while  his  right  was  under  the  blanket,  holding  the  handle  »if 
a  long  knife.  Hickory  held  out  his  right  han<l  to  Shane,  and  as  soon 
as  their  hands  were  grasped,  Shane  drew  his  knife  and  stabbed  Hickory 
through  the  body,  and  then  dragged  him  tnit  o(  doors,  where  several 
Indians  stabbed  and  tomahawked  him.  Thus  jjcrished  the  renowned 
chief  Hard  Hickory,  with  the  seal  of  falsehoo<i  stam]>cd  upon  his 
hitherto  fair  character. 

This  Benjamin  F.  Warner  had  become  entirely  Indian  in  his  habits* 
and  associated  with    Hard   Hickory  and    other  chiefs.      Those  who 

I I  escribed  him  as  part  Indian,  were  simply  mistaken.  He  was  a  Vankec 
by  birth,  but  became  an  Indian  by  choice.  His  wife's  name  was  Kon- 
ke-pot;  she  was  from  (irecn  Bay,  and  a  Mohican,  The  Senecas 
adopted  the  family.  Warner  became  a  sort  of  major-domo  of  the 
tribe,  and  in  con>mon  with  them,  drew  a  portion  of  their  annuities  from 
the  government.  He  transacted  a  great  deal  of  business  for  the 
Senecas.  If  a  horse  was  missing,  Warner  would  be  sure  to  track  and 
find  him.  He  could  stock  a  gim  or  a  plow,  build  a  house,  tan  a  skin, 
and  was  always  ready  for  either  work  or  sport,  but  sober. 

He  emigrated  with  the  Senecas  to  the  west*  His  wife  died  on  the 
journey,  soon  after  crossing  the  Mississippi,  and  Ben,  with  his  child, 
accompanied  the  tribe  to  the  new  reserve  on  the  Neosho.  Warner  had 
a  row,  which  he  gave  to  a  poor  family  who  had  buried  their  father  and 
husband  near  the  door  of  their  cabin,  near  the  west  line  n(  Mi$«Liri«] 

•'The  family  weri*  in  utt^u*  deHtitution,  and  wr»  ^ave  them  all  we  SuliP 
i!»pHre.    On  leaving  them,  the  woman  cried  out:  'You  have  left  a  row  behind/ 
On  ltH>king  I  wick,  I  Sitw  Wurner's  cow  in  a  small  picket  eu*losure.  near  the 
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liouse.  and  railed  his  attention  to  the  fact.  His  reply  was:  'I  pnt  her  there 
inyaelf:  fni^ss  the  womairil  want  her  worse  than  I  shall.'  lienjamin 
Fniiiklin  Warner  proved  that  he  carried  a  nohle  heart  under  a  n^u^h 
•'Xttrior." 

There  was  an  old  Indian  livin>(  on  the  Van  meter  tract,  in  this  <  ounty 
— a  Mohawk — whose  name  was  Charlieii,  and  who  was  famous  for  lii> 
aninn>sity  to  the  Ameri<ans.  At  the  a'^e  ^)\'  about  twenty- five,  he 
fmight,  with  the  rest  of  the  Canadian  Indians,  uncjer  Mont<  aim,  u])i>n 
the  heij^hts  o\  A])raham,  where  tlie  l)rave  anij  ^^'eneruus  Wolf  wa> 
killed.  At  that  lime  lie  was  married,  and  liad  one  child.  He  fonirht 
I  luring  the  late  war  on  the  sitle  of  the  Hritish,  and  had  a  lar«^e  number 
of  scalps  in  his  posseNsion.  whi(h  he  had  taken  during  the  war.  Ih- 
joined  the  Senecas.  with  the  rest  of  his  tril)e,  in  1S29.  and  with  them. 
started  for  the  distant  west.  At  St.  Louis  he  was  taken  sick,  and  died 
im  the  26th  day  of  April.  1S32.  As  he  wore  several  crosses  suspended 
from  his  long  hair,  he  was  claimed  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  and 
received  a  christian  burial  in  the  C'atholic  church-yard  in  that  city. 
He  was  supposed  to  be  over  one  hundred  years  old  when  he  died.  He 
spoke  French  fluently,  and  was  well  known  to  the  first  settlers  of  this 
county. 

The^ removal  of  the  .Senecas  to  the  west  was  agreed  upon  at  Wash- 
ington City,  on  the  28th  day  of  February,  1831.  This  treaty  was  made 
between  James  (lardiner,  ('ommissioner  on  the  part  of  the  Cnited 
States,  and  Comstock.  Seneca  Steel,  Captain  (lood  Hunter.  Hard 
Hickory  and  Small-Cloud  Sj)icer.  chiefs  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  (ieorge 
Herrin  acted  as  interpreter,  and  Cen.  Henry  C.  Hrish  as  sub-agent. 
The  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  Seneca  reservation  were  t«)  be  put 
into  funded  stO(  k  at  five  ])er  cent,  interest,  which  was  to  be  paid  to  the 
Indians  as  an  annuity,  after  deducting  the* cost  of  buihling  for  the 
Senecas  a  blacksmith  shoj)  and  grist  mill.  The  Cnited  States  gave 
them  seventy-six  thousand  atires  of  land,  lying  along  the  Neosho  and 
('owskin  rivers,  northwest  of  the  state  of  Arkansas,  and  ninetv  miles 
above   Fort  (libson.     1  .See  chaj)ter  29. » 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  1831.  the  Senecas  started  for  their  home  in 
the  west,  when  there  were  just  510  of  them,  all  told,  the  most  mixed- 
nj)-mess  of  humanity  imaginable.  A  portion  of  them  traveled  overland, 
and  after  experiencing  numerous  hardships  and  many  accidents,  finailv 
succeeded  in  reaching  Missouri  in  the  following  spring.  The  division 
in  charge  of  (ien.  Hrish  traveled  by  water,  encountering  but  little 
difficulty.  They  rea<  hed  the  Ohio  river  at  ( 'incinnati,  where  they  took 
a  boat. 
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Their  new  home  is  a  beautiful  country,  and  at  this  time  pronauiy 
owneil  l>y  the  whites.  On  the  26th  day  of  April,  they  all  met  aboN  e 
Stt  Louis,  and  arrived  on  the  Neosho  on  the  4tli  day  of  July,  foUowing, 
On  the  26th  day  of  August,  1S45,  they  had  been  reduced  down  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  and  forty  three.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that 
at  this  time  there  is  nothing  left  of  that  onre  powerful  tribe  of  savages 
but  their  name. 

So  mote  it  be 

Simon  Girty,  the  n^ost  infamous  of  all  the  white  *iavages  amongst  the 
red  skins,  was  adoptetl  by  the  l^enecas,  and  became  not  only  a  great 
scout,  but  also  an  expert  hunter.  He  was  from  Pennsylvania,  to  whirh 
state  his  father  had  emigrated  from  Ireland.  The  old  man  was  beastly 
intemperate,  and  whisky  was  his  great  delight.  **(irog  was  his  song, 
and  grog  he  would  have>*'  His  sottishness  turned  hi?i  wife's  atfection. 
Her  paramour  knocked  the  old  man  on  the  head  and  won  the  price. 

This  couple  left  four  sons — ^^rhomas,  Simon,  (ieorge  and  James. 
The  three  latter  were  taken  prisoners,  in  Braddock's  war,  by  the 
Indians.  George  was  adopted  by  the  Delawares,  became  a  ferocious 
monstefr  and  died  in  a  drunken  fit.  James  was  adopted  by  tlie  Shaw- 
neest  and  became  as  depraved  as  his  brother.  It  is  said  that  he  often 
visited  Kentucky,  at  the  time  of  Us  first  settlement,  and  inflicted  most 
barbarous  tortures  upon  all  captive  women  who  came  within  his  reach. 
Very  many  acts  of  cruelty  arc  charged  to  him,  and  yet  Proctor  and 
Elliott  petted  him.  fn  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  Simon  sustained  the  char- 
acter of  a  most  brutal  barbarian;  everything  cruel  and  fiend-like  was 
associated  with  his  name,  Indian  life  and  brutality  suited  his  nature, 
and  with  all  his  cruelties,  that  stamped  him  as  a  hyena  more  than  any 
other  beast,  it  was  said  of  him  that  he  saved  many  prisoners  from 
death.  His  influence  wa^s  great,  and  whenever  he  chose  to  do  so  could 
save  many  poor  captives. 

In  September,  1777,  he  led  the  attack  on  Fort  Henry,  on  the  site  oi 
IVhecling,  and  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  fort  in  the  name  of  his 
Britianic  majesty.  He  read  the  proclamation  of  Governor  Hamilton, 
and  promised  the  protection  of  the  crown,  if  the  garrison  would  lay 
down  their  arms  and  swear  allegiance  to  the  king.  He  warned  them  ii» 
submit  peaceably*  and  said  thai  he  could  not  restrain  his  wurriors,  then 
very  much  excited.  Col  Shepherd,  the  commander,  rejected  his  pmp^ 
ositions,  and  a  shot  from  a  ihtnightless  youth  made  Girty  retire.  He 
opened  the  '^icfjc,  and  failed.  He  was  also  reptTJsed  from  Hnkf^r*s 
sIatH*ii 
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Kcniurky.  about  five  miles  from  Lexington.  The  Kentnckian?*  made 
siu  h  a  ^(allant  rcNi^tanre  that  the  Indians  were  anxious  to  retire,  when 
(iirty,  thinking  he  eould  frighten  the  garrison  into  a  surrender,  mounted 
a  stun)])  and  made  a  speech  to  them.  He  told  them  who  he  was,  made 
all  manner  of  promises  of  protection,  etc.  A  young  man  by  the  name 
of  Reynolds,  fearing  ihit  officers  would  believe  Ciirty.  volunteered  his 
remarks,  and  said  to  Cxirty  :  ••  Vou  need  not  be  so  particular  to  tell  us 
y()ur  name  :  we  know  your  name,  and  you  loi).  I've  had  a  villainous 
tlog.  He  was  an  untrustworthy  russ.  I  named  him  Simon  Girty,  in 
i  ompliment  to  you,  he  is  so  like  you :  just  as  ugly  and  just  as  wicked. 
As  to  the  cannon  ;  let  them  come  on.  'I'Tie  country  is  aroused.  an<l 
the  scalps  of  your  red  cutthroats,  and  your  own,  too,  will  be  <lrying  on 
our  cabins  in  twenty-four  hours.  We've  a  big  score  of  rods  laid  in  to 
.s<ourge  you  out  again.  "  This  response  of  Reyn(»lds  was  effectual. 
The  Indians  withdrew,  and  were  j)ursued  to  the  Blue- licks,  where  they 
lay  in  ambush  and  <lefeated  the  Kentuckians  with  great  slaughter. 

Clirty  also  led  the  attack  on  Colerain.  in  St.  Clair's  defeat.  He  died 
at  Maiden  in  1815,  blind  and  jioor. 

There  seems  to  be  something  in  a  name,  after  all.  Whether  names 
give  to  the  possessor  certain  traits  of  character,  or  whether  beings  of 
certain  dispositions  will  naturally  assume  names,  nobody  can  tell  :  'but 
while  these  monster  brothers  became  the  terror  from  the  Ohio  to  the 
lake,  away  out  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Illinois  another  monster  bv 
the  same  name-  Michael  (iirty — became  the  terror  of  the  |)rairies. 

For  similarity  of  name  an<l  character,  let  a  few  wi,rds  suffice,  which 
we  take  froni  Matson's  Flistory  of  Bureau  County,  Illinois.  Jt  may  be 
true  that  Mike  was  a  son  of  Simon  ;  but  nobody  will  care  to  know.  I 
extrac  tr — 

Mikt*  is  said  to  have  bct'ii  a  son  of  Simon  (iirty.  a  well  known,  notorious 
outlaw,  who  in  17so  escaped  fnmi  justice  in  western  IVnnsylvania,  and 
found  refuge  amongst  the  Indians  of  Ohio,  where  he  exercised  great  in- 
lluenee.  Mike  (iirty  was  born  of  a  sjpiaw,  and  spent  his  early  life  among 
the  Indians  of  Ohio,  lie  came  to  this  country  soon  after  isiil,  and  was  em- 
ployeil  as  inten»reter  by  the  fur  company,  llere  he  married  a  sipiaw  and 
ndsei!  a  number  of  si»ns.  Mike  tried  hard  to  gain  the  conlidenee  of  the 
Indians,  but  llie>  <lid  not  trust  the  treacherous  half  breed. 

On  the  lilst  of  .Inne.  isi'T.  (ien.  Cass,  as  Indian  agent,  held  a  council  in 
Bureau  einint\.  with  the  Indians,  (iirty  a<-ted  as  interiueter.  Cass  gave 
him  a  silver  nicdal.  as  a  token  of  friendship,  whieli  he  carried  t(»  the  day  of 
his  death. 

Aftei  the  close  of  the  Black  Hawk  war.  a  numer  of  Indians  returne<l  to 
BuiVau  counts.  Among  them  were  the  squaw  and  i)ai»i>ooses  of  (iirty;  but 
(iirtN  liinisclf  was  not  among  them.      His  fate  at  that  time  was  unknown. 
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but  it  vva3  j?enenUly  beli<*veti  that  he  had  lieen  killed  m  b;iU 
rtfter  thiit.  on  a  clear,  bright  <biy  in  the  intnjlh  of  June,  is^ttk  when  the 
praiiieft  were  eos^eretl  with  wikl  tl<)W**rs  and  the  iHrmers  busy  witli  iVieii 
wurk,  (tirty  passed  aloni^^  the  road  to  ['runetoit.  Here  he  found  a  trionp  nf 
building,  ultere  a  few  yearn  before  not  a  liouse  rnuhl  b^  ^een.  ile  earried 
nn  bi»  back  all  bis  cam|>  njuipaire  bhmkets.  ijuii,  kettle.^  and  fuonmtins. 
His  onee  stnti^hl,  manly  fonh  was  ntnv  bent,  not  Irom  ajJte,  lait  fnini  di^ea'-e 
and  great  fatigue.  His  head  wa^  without  a  covering,  and  eoai^e.  bhu'k  hair 
was  hanginji  down  to  bis  sh<ud(h'rs  in  ecujfused  masses.  They  ^aiil  that  "hv 
Wits  undo\d>tiHUy  the  laM  of  the  Moliigjiiis.''  lie  was  ni»i  inelint*d  to  answrr 
uny  tiuestiorih.  but  paHhing  up  the  street  and  !o*)king  at  a  painted  buiMing. 
he  siiid  :  "TUal  big  wigwariu  great  chief  live  tln*re,  1  sperk/'  WWu  lie 
vv:ts  told  tlial  it  wstsa  elitneirhe  pun^'d  on.  ntit  knowing  what  liiat  \vas.  lli^ 
'.aid  JLS  Im*  started  otil  'Big  warrior ;  great  brave/*  lie  directed  hi>  steps 
tMwards  Indiiintovvn.  Here  he  foun*l  everything  bad  cluutge«l.  At  tlie  ftwil 
of  the  bill,  near  a  spring  <aitside  of  triwn,  itirty  camped  for  the  nigbt.  being 
overeome  by  sickness  and  fatigue,  Here  lie  gave  himsiOl'  np  to  feeling:*«d" 
despair.  The  nnioke  of  \i[h  eanip  Hre.  and  hij»  loud  coughing,  attracted  the 
attention  of  Dr.  Langwortby.  wlui  visited  the  cam]*  au<l  offered  his  asniM- 
nxu'v:  but  (iirty  iippeared  Htdlen,  and  wouUl  oidy  shake  his  bead.  On  the 
Uiird  day  after  his  arrival  at  Indiant^twn.  he  starteil  west.  About  one  week 
tbereafter.  a  timu  traveliiig  on  the  old  Sa<'  and  Fox  Imib  saw  t»n  the  prairie 
north  of  Barren  Grove,  two  wolves  eating  a  <'areass.  Out  of  luriohity.  lie 
roile  up  to  see  w  bat  it  was  they  weiv  eating,  and  found  it  to  be  tlie  cait-ass 
of  an  Imrmn  paitly  devoured.  Near  the  remains  lay  a  gun,  knife,  t. 
bawk,  blankets,  a  copper  kettle  and  a  \ml.  Around  tlie  neck  was  a  bm  i 
eord.  to  which  was  attacbed  a  silver  medal  with  Ibis  inseriiitiou  :  "A  Ti*ken 
of  Friendship.    Lewis  t'ass.    F.  S.  L  A."    Thus  eniled  that  out-law, 

Oakley  was  the  first  post-ofiice  in  Seneca  county.  At  the  time  \hh 
was  estal^lished  there  was  but  one  mail  route  in  the  cotlnty,  and  this 
led  through  the  county,  from  Lower  Sandusky  to  Coltimbus.  Soon 
alter  the  time  the  Senecas  settled  upon  their  reservation,  or  about  ibal 
lime,  the  mail  was  carried  on  horseback  by  a  young  man  named  Lrirh 
Drake,  who  was  a  son  of  Judge  Drake,  of  Marion  t:ouniy.  Voung 
Drake  was  killed  by  an  Indian,  as  it  was  siupposed  at  that  time.  He 
was  founil,  lorn  by  the  wolves^  and  marks  of  a  knife  were  also  dis- 
covered on  bi^  body* 

In  1830  Judge  Drake  came  to  this  county  to  find  i>ut,  if  puHsible,  who 
ii  was  that  murdered  bis  son  ;  and  if  it  shctuld  be  ascertaineil  that  the 
murderer  was  an  Indian,  then  also  to  find  the  tribe  he  bebmgcd  10, 
He  called  upon  Mr.  Brish,  then  agent  of  the  Senecas,  and  in  company 
with  him  fjroc  ceded  to  the  residence  of  *''rhe  Oow.'*  Martin  Lane 
aeied  as  interpreter.  Crow  said  that  the  son  of  Judge  Drake  was  killed 
by  an  Indian  whose  name  was  **Big  Kittles.**  and  ,that  he  had  ficd  to 
Canada  soon  after  the  murder.      The  Judge  returned  home,  fully  satis- 
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fied  that  his  son  was  munlered  by  a  Canadian  Indian.  But  such  was 
not  the  fact.  Mr.  Brish,  sonierime  subsequently,  asked  George  Herrin 
what  Indian  was  called  Big  Kittles.  The  reply  was  that  it  was  Spicer. 
the  white  man  who  lived  upon  the  banks  of  the  Sandusky. 

It  appears  that  the  young  man  had  passed  over  to  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  and  when  near  Si)irer's  house  was  met  by  him  and  accom- 
panied to  the  place  where  he  was  to  cross  back  to  the  west  side  of  the 
river.  Spicer  mounted  the  horse  behind  Drake,  and  as  soon  as  they 
had  reached  the  opposite  bank  he  drew  his  knife,  and  reaching  around 
the  young  man,  with  one  effort  cut  him  nearly  in  twain. 

He  then  dragged  him  behind  a  log,  near  the  spring  just  below  the 
dam  of  John  Keeller  on  the  Sandusky  river,  ^about  three  miles  north 
of  Tiffin.)  As  soon  as  this  was  done  he  went  to  Crow's  house,  who, 
observing  that  he  (Spicer)  was  covered  with  blood,  inquired  whether 
he  had  killed  a  deer.  Spicer  replied  that  he  had  killed  a  white  man  ; 
whereupon  Crow  ordered  him  to  be  gone,  as  in  all  probability  he  would 
be  pursued,  and  if  traced  to  his  (Crow's)  resi<lence,  they  might  suspect 
him  of  being  accessory  to  the  murder.  Spicer  fled  to  Canada,  but 
after  awhile  returned.  These  particulars  were  kept  a  profound  secret 
until  rehiteVl  to  Mr.  Brish. 

The  foregoing  is  taken  from  Bulterfield's  History  of  Seneca  County, 
and  is  given  here  for  whatever  it  is  worth.  The  two  stories  don't 
agree,  and  the  latter,  upon  which  the  greatest  stress  seems  to  be  laid, 
is  the  least  likely  to  be  true.  The  reader  will  remember  that  Crow's 
wife  was  the  daughter  of  Spicer,  and  that  Crow  and  Spicer  were  on 
intimate  terms.  'i'hcre  is  no  evidence  that  Spicer  had  ever  left  the 
reserve.     Herrin,  the  interpreter,  j)robably  lied  to  Mr.  Brish. 

This  much  of  the  story,  however,  is  true;  viz:  That  the  young  man 
was  killed  about  that  time,  while  carrying  the  mail  to  Lower  Sandusky, 
anil  near  Fort  Seneca.  The  writer  saw  and  conversed  with  a  brother 
of  the  murdered  mail-carrier  on  this  subject,  a  few  years  ago  in  Marion. 
The  family  were  not  satisfied  as  to  the  manner  of  the  death.  It  is  also 
true  thai  in  front  and  on  the  east  side  of  the  residence  of  the  Reverend 
Henry  Lang,  in  Fremont,  and  about  three  rods  from  his  door,  up  on 
the  hill  opposite  and  north  of  Fort  Stei)henson,  an  humble  little  slab 
marks  the  grave  of  poor  Drake.  The  inscription,  which  is  still  legible, 
is,  "V .  Drake.      181 1." 
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ROCKY  CREKK  has  its  source  near  the  south  line  in  section  33* 
Reed  township.  Running  north  about  three  miles,  it  takes  a 
westerly  direction  through  the  center  of  Scipio  township,  entering 
Kden  near  the  north-east  corner,  and  sweeping  through  several  sections, 
turns  in  a  north-westerly  direction  and  enters  the  Sandusky  river  at  its 
right  bank,  in  the  city  of  Tiffin. 

Nearly  opposite,  and  west  of  the  mouth  of  this  stream,  on  the  left 
hank  of  the  river,  where  Lafayette  street  now  strikes  the  same,  is  a  large 
spring  of  excellent,  cold  water.  This  spring  attracted  the  attention  of 
Col.  Jas.  V.  Ball,  when  in  18 13  he  was  about  to  build  a  stockade  near  the 
army  road  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  under  instructions  from  (General 
Harrison.  A  detachment  of  men,  under  the  command  of  the  Colonel, 
built  the  stockade,  and  culled  it  *'Fort  Ball." 

In  September.  1833,  a  company  muster  was  held  near  the  plac  e 
where  the  old  fort  used  to  be.  'I'here  was  an  open  s])ace  between  this 
point  and  where  the  stove  works  now  are.  The  trees  were  cut,  but 
\ery  many  stumj)^  still  remaining,  interfered  very  much  with  the  evo- 
lutions of  the  **army."  My  lamented  friend,  Christopher  Snyder.  1  ;i 
sketch  of  whose  life  will  be  found  elsewhere  herein.)  and  myself  at- 
tended this  (M)mpany  muster.  It  was  the  first  display  of  Ameri<  an 
tnilitary  either -of  us  ever  saw.  The  sun  shone  very  hot,  and  lo  ii:ct 
into  some  kind  of  shade  we  both  sat  down  un<ler  a  small  syt  aniore  bush 
that  grew  out  from  under  an  old  log.^^edded  half  way  into  the  ground, 
i'his  log  was  a  part  of  the  old  fort,  and  the  little  sycamore  bush  i;rew 
up  into  a  tree  that  stands  close  by  the  residence  of  Dr.  Hovey  at  this 
writing.  This  camp  was  built  as  a  temporary  place  of  security  in  <  ase 
of  necessity,  and  as  a  magazine  for  supplies.  It  consisted  of  stakes  a 
foot  in  thickness  fixed  in  the  groun<l,  with  old  bayonets  driven  through 
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them  horizontally,  near  the  tops.  Against  these  logs  were  piled  upon 
the  outside,  and  over  the  logs  dirt  was  thrown  from  a  ditch,  which  sur- 
rounded the  whole.  There  was  room  in  the  interior  for  five  hundred 
men. 

After  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and  while  General  Harrison  was  at 
Fort  Seneca,  he  sent  a  detachment  of  men  up  the  river  to  strengthen 
this  camp.  The  soldiers  were  quartered  here  several  days,  during 
which  time  they  were  very  short  of  provisions,  and,  being  compelled  to 
subsist  on  fish,  a  part  stood  guard  while  the  rest  were  fishing,  to  protect 
them,  if  necessary,  from  the  lurking  savages.  Before  the  battle  of 
Fort  Stephenson  this  detachment  left  for  the  Maumee,  but  the  post  was 
occupied  occasionally  until  General  Harrison  left  the  country. 

The  remains  of  several  soldiers  that  had  been  buried  near  the  fort 
were  afterwards  found  in  digging  in  the  vicinity.  One  was  exhumed 
last  summer  when  laying  pipes  for  the  water  works  in  the  street,  about 
half  way  between  the  river  and  the  stove  works. 

Col.  Ball  with  his  troops  on  their  way  to  the  Maumee,  about  a  half 
mile  south-west  of  Ballville  in  Sandusky  county,  and  a  day  or  two 
previous  to  the  assault  upon  P'ort  Stephenson,  had  a  skirmish  with  a 
number  of  Indians.  The  squadron  was  moving  towards  the  fort,  when 
suddenly  they  wero  fired  upon  by  the  Indians  from  the  west  side  of  the 
road,  whereupon  Col.  Ball  ordered  a  charge.  He,  with  his  suit  and 
the  right  flank,  came  into  the  action  immediately.  The  Colonel  struck 
the  first  blow.  He  dashed  in  between  two  savages  and  cut  down  the 
one  on  the  right:  the  other,  being  slightly  in  the  rear,  made  a  blow 
with  a  tomahawk  iit  his  bark,  when  a  spring  of  his  horse  to  one  side  let 
the  tomahawk  cut  deep  into  the  cantel  and  pad  of  his  saddle.  Before 
the  savage  could  repeat  the  blow  he  was  shot  i)y  Corporal  Ryan. 
Lieutenant — afterwards  General  James  Hedges,  of  Mansfield,  Ohio — 
the  surveyor  of  Tiffin,  and  brother  of  Mr.  Josiah  Hedges,  the  proprietor 
of  Tiflin,  following  in  the  rear  mounte^l  on  a  small  horse.  i)iirsue<l  a 
large  Indian,  and  just  as  he  came  up  to  him  his  stirrup  broke  and 
Hedges  fell  from  his  horse,  head  first,  knocking  the  Indian  down.  Both 
sprang  to  their  feet,  when  Hedges  struck  the  Indian  across  the  head, 
and  as  he  fell  ran  him  through  with  his  sword.  It  is  said  that  many 
years  thereafter,  the  stirrup  was  found  and  sent  to  the  gallant  Hedj^es, 
at  Mansfield. 

At  this  time  Captain  Hopkins  was  pursuing  a  powerful  savage  on  the 
left.  The  savage  turned  and  struck  a  blow  at  the  ca])tain  with  a  toma- 
hawk; the  cai)tain's  horse  sprang  to  one  side,  and  the  blow  failed  of 
execution.     Cornet  Hays  and  Sergeant  Anderson  ran  up  and  soon  dis- 
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patchcfl  the  savage.  The  Indians  were  twenty  in  number,  of  whom 
seventeen  were  left  dead  on  the  ground. 

On  the  1 8th  of  November,  iSij*  Mr.  Eraslus  Bowe,  the  first  settler 
in  Seneca  county*  arrived  at  Camp  Ball,  where  some  hired  men  had 
erected  (of  him  a  double  log  house  within  the  limits  of  the  camp. 
Many  of  the  stakes  were  then  still  standing.  This  was  the  first  settle- 
ment in  the  county.  Here  Mr.  Bowe  kept  tavern,  which  was  the  first 
in  Seneca.  Hotel  bills  must  have  been  high  in  those  days,  because 
butter  cost  two  shillings  a  pouifd,  pork  six  dollars  per  hundred,  and 
flour  twelve  dollars  a  barrel.  The  house  of  Mr*  Bowe  was  the  only  one 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  within  the  present  limits  of  Tiffin,  when 
the  town  of  Oakley  was  surveyed  and  platted. 

In  1819  Mr.  Joseph  Vanse  surveyed  a  town  upon  land  granted  to  one 
Robert  Armstrongs  known  as  the  Armstrong  section,  and  called  it 
Oakley.  This  was  the  first  town  surveyed  and  platted  in  the  county. 
Bowc's  tavern  was  in  that  survey. 

Mr.  David  Risdon,  who  took  a  very  active  p:irt  in  opening  up  the 
county  to  civilization,  and  who  became  very  popularly  known  as  a  sur- 
veyor and  citizen,  w^as  appointed  the  first  post-master  in  the  county, 
the  office  being  located  here  at  Oakley.  There  was  then  but  one  mail 
route  in  or  through  the  county,  and  that  extended  /rom  Columbus  to 
Lower  Sandusky,  along  the  army  road. 

It  was  said  of  Mr,  Risdon,  that  while  he  was  post-master  he  used  10 
go  fishing  occasionally,  and  carry  the  mail  matter  with  *him  in  his  hat. 
People  that  were  anxious  to  get  their  mail,  and  could  not  wait  for  his 
return,  would  follow  him  up,  along  the  river.  Mr.  Risdon  would  then 
take  the  post  office  from  his  head,  and  look  for  papers  and  letters. 

In  1821  two  brothers,  Ezra  and  Case  Brown,  erected  the  first  grist- 
mill in  the  county,  upon  Honey  creek,  near  Melmore.  A  Mr,  Free, 
from  Bloom  township  had  the  first  grist  ground  there.  The  event  was 
hailed  with  great  joy  amongst  the  early  settlers,  who  had  hitherto  been 
compelled  to  go  to  Monrocville,  Cold  Creek,  Upper  Sandusky  or 
Mount  Vernon,  to  get  their  grinding  done.  John  Knitzer,  an  early 
settler  from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  also  erected  a  grist-mill  a  short 
distance  down  the  creek  from  Melraore,  in  1827.  Mn  Knil«er  was  t^- 
teemeii  by  those  who  knew  him,  for  his  intelligence  and  manly  qualities. 

In  1819  Abner  Pike  settled  in  Oakley,  and  afterwards  located  on  the 
farm  of  the  late  Ezra  Baker,  near  where  the  mill  by  that  name  still 
stands  on  the  Sandusky. 

In  1824  the  town  of  Fort  Ball  was  surveyed  by  David  Risdon.  This 
included  the  whole  of  Oakley.      Some  people,  who  knew  but  little  of 
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the  sagacity  of  Josiah  Hedges,  were  of  the  opinion  that  if  the  lands 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  river  had  not  belonged  to  Robert  Armstrong, 
"the  county  seat  of  Seneca  would  have  been  located  there. 

At  the  treaty  of  the  Miami  of  lake  Erie,  the  United  States  granted 
this  tract  to  Robert  Armstrong.  It  was  a  section  of  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres,  and  known  as  the  "Armstrong  reservation." 

Armstrong  was  taken  captive  by  the  Wyandots  when  a  child  three 
years  old,  in  Pennsylvania.  He  married  a  half-blood,  and  was  much 
respected.  He  spoke  excellent  English,  and  one  could  scarceljr  dis- 
cover that  he  was  raised  amongst  the  savages.  This  land  was  granted 
to  him  by  the  United  States  for  his  services  as  interpreter.  He  died 
in  1825,  in  the  Wyandot  reserve,  about  two  miles  from  Upper  Sandusky. 
At  the  same  treaty  the  United  States  also  granted  to  the  children  of 
William  McCulloch  a  section  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  lying  just 
north  of  and  adjoining  the  Armstrong  reserve.  McCulloch  was  killed 
by  a  cannon  ball  at  the  siege  of  Fort  Meigs,  while  sitting  in  General 
Harrison's  tent,  and  was  at  that  time  employed  by  the  United  States 
as  interpreter. 

Ely  Dresbach,  from  Circlcville,  a  graduate  of  the  Ohio  Medical  Col- 
lege, also  settled  in  Fort  Ball,  on  the  17th  of  February,  1823. 

Rodolphus  Dickinson,  from  New  York,  the  first  lawyer  in  Seneca 
county,  also  settled  in  Fort  Bail  in  18^4. 

Abel  Rawson,  from  Massachusetts,  arrived  on  the  15th  of  February, 
1826,  and  settled  in  Fort  Ball. 

A  Mr.  Jesse  Sjjencer,  the  proprietor  of  Fort  Ball,  and  Mr.  Josiah 
Hedges,  the  proprietor  of  Tiffin,  two  towns  adjoining  on  the  river, 
were  each  striving  to  secure  the  location  of  the  county  seat  in  their 
respective  towns.  Other  people  became  interested,  and  for  a  long 
time  there  was  a  very  bitter  conflict  between  these  rival  parties  for  suc- 
cess. They  sometimes  came  to  blows  about  it.  The  brush  dam  was 
also  a  bone  of  contention,  and  one  time,  even  after  the  county  seat 
was  located  in  Tilifin  and  Mr.  Hedges  had  the  two  story  frame  building 
put  up,  (which  will  be  further  described,)  for  a  court  house,  he  knocked 
Mr.  Spencer  down,  for  which  Hedges  was  arrested  and  for  a  short  time 
imprisoned  in  this  court  house.  Finally  Mr.  Hedges  bought  out 
Jesse  Spenrer,  and  became  the  owner  of  Fort  Ball.  Thereupon  Mr. 
Hedges  had  additions  surveyed  and  platted  by  James  Durbin,  re-num- 
bering the  h)ts  an<l  extending  the  limits  of  Fort  Ball,  which  from  that 
time  forward  was  knowrv  by  the  name  of  New  Fort  Bali,  until  it  was 
finally  merged  into,  and  became  a  part  of,  the  city  of  Tiffin. 

The  open  s<iuare  across  the  street,  south  of  and  opposite  McNeal's 
10 
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Store,  was  the  place  intended  for  the  locaticfti  of  the  court  house.  New 
Fort  Ball  was  surveyed  and  platted  in  1837.  It  is  sitiiate<l  upon  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  Arm:strong  section,  and  contained  six  hundred 
and  twenty  in-!ots,  together  with  several  additions  that  had  then  al- 
ready been  made  to  Tiffin,  **Pan  Yan-"  among  them,  which  was  situated 
between  the  iron  bridge  and  the  tunnel. 

In  1S21  Josiah  Hedges  entered  the  land  where  the  old  town  of  Tiffin 
was  afterwards  located,  at  the  Delaware  land  office.  Tlie  toain  was 
surveyed  and  platted  by  the  brother  of  the  proprietor^  General  James 
Hedges,  of  Mansfield*  The  first  stick  was  cut  upon  the  town  plat  in 
March,  1822,  and  soon  thereafter  Henry  Welch,  of  Kden  lowaship, 
John  Mim  and  two  other  men,  Wcti  and  Drennon,  had  each  a  lot  given 
to  them,  with  the  condition  that  each  should  build  a  cabin  on  his  lot 
and  move  into  it  with  his  family,  which  was  done- accordingly. 

James  Spink,  of  VVooster,  came  here  in  the  same  month,  and  brought 
with  him  a  stock  of  goods.  In  the  following  winter  his  store  was  bro- 
ken open  and  robbed  of  nearly  all  its  contents.  This  so  discouraged 
Mr  Spink  that  he  left  in  disgust* 

Simeon  B,  Howard,  from  the  eastern  part  of  Ohio,  also  located  in 
Tiffin  about  that  time. 

Finally  the  day  arrived  when  the  great  trouble  about  locating  the 
county  seat  was  to  come  to  an  end.  The  legislature,  during  the  winter 
session  of  1822,  had  appointed  three  commissioners  to  locate  the  county 
seat  for  Seneca  county,  viz :  Messrs.  Herford,  Miner  and  Cyrus  Spink. 
These  gentlemen  arrived  here  on  the  25th  of  March,  1822,  and  located 
the  seat  of  justice  for  Seneca  county  at  Tiffin,  where  it  has  ever  since 
remained.  The  Fort  Ballites  were  very  much  chagrined  and  put  out 
about  it,  but  finally  came  down. 

Very  soon  thereafter  Mr.  Hedges  built  a  mill  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  river,  immediately  north  of  Tiffin,  where  the  present  brick  mill  now 
stands,  the  dam  of  which  is  still  flowing  back  the  water  of  the  river 
throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  city  along  the  river.  The^mill  was 
known  by  the  name  of  the  **Hunter  mill,*'  because  Mr.  Samuel  Hunter, 
the  oldest  son-in-law  of  Mr.  Hedges,  had  charge  uf  it  To  show  how 
great  a  spite  the  principal  inhabitants  on  the  Fort  Ball  side  of  the  river 
entertained  against  Mr.  Hedges,  they  influenced  Mr.  Spencer  to  bring 
an  action  against  Mr.  Hedges,  for  flowing  Spencer's  land  by  the  dam. 
They  also  decried  the  mill,  and  said  all  the  hard  things  of  Mr  Hedges 
and  his  mill  they  could.  Soon  the  patronage  b(  the  mill  fell  ofTi  and 
the  enterprise  seemed  to  fail,  however  necessary  and  scarce  the  mills 
were. 
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Then  Mr.  Hedges  resorted  to  a  stratagem,  which  soon  proved  to 
have  the  desired  effect.  Hedges  sent  out  word  to  all  his  customers  and 
the  people  far  and  near,  that  he  would  likely  be  compelled  to  take  his 
mill  away,  and  that  if  they  wished  their  grinding  done  they  must  hurry 
up,  etc.  This  notice  raised  such  general  indignation  in  the  country 
against  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Hedges  that  it  turned  the  tide  in  his  favor, 
and  Hunter*s  mill  became  the  most  popular  mill  on  the  river.  Mr. 
Hedges  bought  Spencer's  Fort  Ball,  and  peace  was  restored  to  the 
border.  At  the  time  the  commissioners  located  the  county  seat  at 
Tiffin,  there  were  but  six  cabins  in  it.  The  greater  number  of  the  early 
settlers  were  on  the  Fort  Ball  side,  and  the  lawyers,  doctors,  merchants 
and  all,  were  in  unison  in  their  fight  upon  Mr.  Hedges,  but  he  outgen- 
eraled them  all. 

Tiffin  was  n^med  after  (Governor  F>dward  Tiffin,  the  first  governor 
of  Ohio,  who  was  a  particular  friend  of  Mr.  Hedges.  At  this  writing 
three  daughters  of  Governor  Tiffin  are  still  living — two  in  the  town 
of  Chillicothe,  Ross  county,  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Comegys,  in  Cincinnati — 
the  only  surviving  members  of  the  governor's  family. 

The  location  of  the  county  seat  took  place  two  years  before  Seneca 
county  was  really  organized  and  clothed  with  judicial  or  municipal 
powers. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1819,  and  during  1820,  the  beauty 
of  the  "oak  openings"  and  the  richness  of  the  soil  attracted  quite  a 
number  of  people  to  Thompson,  and  the  Whitneys,  Underbills,  Purdys, 
Clarks,  Demicks,  Twisses  and  others  became  squatters,  awaiting  the 
land  sales. 

About  the  same  time  the  towering  oaks,  soil  and  scenery  along  the 
banks  of  Honey  creek  and  Rocky  creek,  made  the  immigrants  say,  with 
the  disciples  of  old:  "  It  is  good  for  us  to  be  here  ;  let  us  make  here 
three  tabernacles  :  one  for  thee,  one  for  Moses,  and  one  for  Elias." — 

Here  came  the  Welches,  the  Clarks,  the  Sponables,  the  Browns,  the 
Bakers,  the  Searleses,  the  Pratts,  the  Craws,  the  Knapps,  the  Cornells, 
the  Houghs,  the  Bretses,  the  Downscs,  the  Jaquas,  the  Gibsons,  the  Bun- 
dages,  the  Kagys,  the  Penningtons,  the  Fleets,  the  Watsons,  the  Rol- 
lers, the  Kastmans,  the  Omsteds,  etc. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  early  settlers  in  F'ort  Ball  and  near 
Fort  Seneca,  all  the  early  settlements  were  made  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river,  especially  along  Honey  creek  and  Rocky  creek.  West  of 
the  river  was  nearly  all  forest  and  water,  sometimes  badly  mixed,  and 
there  were  no  settlements  at  all. 
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CoU  Kilbourn,  aJso  a  pioneer  surveyor  in  Seneca  county,  took  a  very 
active  part  in  its  organization.  He  surveyed  the  state  road  already 
described  and  known  by  his  name;  also  the  towns  of  Melmore  and 
Caroline  in  this  county. 

Among  my  first  acquaintances  in  America,  was  my  friend  James  M, 
Stevens,  of  Melraore.  He  and  I  were  apprentices  and  learned  our 
trades  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  shop,  in  Tiffin.  James  is  a  great 
singer— was  at  thai  time — and  among  the  many  songs  he  sang  was  the 
poem  composed  by  Col.  Kilboum  on  Melmore.  James  used  to  sing  it 
to  the  tune  of  •♦How  tedious  and  tasteless  the  hours." 

Friend  Stevens — well,  I  don't  like  to  say  much  of  the  living — but 
James  is  a  very  clever  man.  He  lost  an  arm  in  the  war  of  the  rebel- 
Uon,  and  is  now  familiarly  known  as  Colonel  Stevens.  The  poetry  on 
Melmore  is  recorded  here,  not  so  much  foT  its  poetic  excellence,  but 
because  James  used  to  sing  it. 

MKLMORE. 


\niere  honey-dews  from  the  mild  heaven, 

Dij^til  on  i\w  foliage  lHt?U)W— 
WThert^  Iloni-y  creek's  waters  are  given 

T'  enrii'lj  the  8weet  vales  m  they  How;— 
VSMiere  playful  the  heart-cheering  breeze 

H weeps  o>r  the  sweet  bostim  of  ih)wers— 
There  Melmore  is  seen  thn*ugh  the  trees, 

With  fragiiuice  and  health  in  her  Ijowers. 

This  eiiHiitry  and  villaj^e  Ut  pttne. 

Of  plejisui't'  and  health  the  ab<Mh% 
Kind  Nature  has  fuund  in  her,  Iove» 

And  on  lier  ^ood  ehildreu  besttm*ecL 
The  fee,s  U*  her  ajfents  are  small, 

For  titles  in  form  which  they  give; 
Then  eome,  men  of  enteriiriste— all 

Accept,  and  in  ImppliiesB  live. 


Merchants  and  laborern  rtmn\ 

A  fortnjie  in  offered  yon  near; 
Here  make  il  sorii  i*enuant^nt  home, 

Tht'  country  will  cherish  voii  here. 
<Vnne  taste  the  Melmorian  springs, 

Po.ssesH  the  Melmorian  lands, 
Wcaltlu  honor  and  fdeasure  they'll  lirhipj. 

Tn  strengllieTi  your  hearts  and  vour  humls. 
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So  healthy  the  country  is,  ^round. 

That  doctors  have  little  to  do ; 
So  moral  the  people  are  found, 

They  live  without  ministers,  too ; 
So  honest  our  neighbors  we  call. 

So  peaceful  and  happy  at  home. 
They've  need  of  no  lawyers  at  all, 

And  none  are  desired  to  come.' 

On  the  5th  of  April,  1822,  Noah  Seits,  from  Fairfield  county,  settled 
upon  the  north-east  quarter  of  section  twenty,  in  what  is  now  Bloom 
township.  This  was  the  first  settlement  within  its  limits.  Thomas 
Boyd  came  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  Donnel,  in  the  spring  of  the  same 
year,  and  also  settled  here.  Mr.  Boyd  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
much  esteemed  among  his  neighbors. 

In  the  same  year,  Joseph  McClelland  and  James  Boyd  settled  upon 
Honey  Creek,  in  Bloom,  and  were  soon  followed  by  Abraham  Kagg, 
Lowell  Robinson  and  Nehemiah  Hadley.  The  following  year  John 
Seitz,  George  Free  and  Jacob  Bretz  became  citizens  of  this  township. 
John  Seitz  passed  through  this  county  during  the  late  war,  in  company 
with  twenty  others,  with  wagons  loaded  with  clothing  for  the  soldiers 
at  Fort  Stephenson,  where  they  arrived  three  weeks  after  the  battle. 

Harry  Blackman,  from  Genesee  county.  New  York,  settled  here  in 
Bloom,  on  a  farm  that  became  afterwards  very  familiarly  known  as 
"Blackman's  Corners."  After  residing  here  sixteen  years,  he  removed 
into  Kden  township,  where  his  place  was  again  called  **Blackman's 
Corners."  The  town  that  was  afterwards  laid  out  here  by  Dr.  James 
Fisher,  and  surveyed  by  James  Durbin,  in  1830,  called  Elizabethtown, 
(after  the  name  of  the  doctor's  wife,  Elizabeth,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Dr.  Boyer,  of  Tiffin),  never  flourished,  and  at  this  time  there  is  no 
trace  of  it  left.  At  one  time  it  had  a  blacksmith  shop,  a  wagon  shop, 
some  dwellings  and  a  tavern. 

William  Anway,  soon  after  the  land  sales  at  Delaware,  in  182 1,  came 
from  the  town  of  Scipio,  in  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  and  settled  in 
what  now  constitutes  Scipio  township.  This  township  was  so  named 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Anway.  He  was  the  first  settler  in  this  neighbor- 
hood. Mr.  Timothy  P.  Roberts  came  in  1824,  and  erected  the  first 
frame  dwelling  house  in  the  county,  in  which  he  resided  to  the  time  of 
his  death. 

William  Anway  built  a  log  house  at  the  corners  where  the  South 
Tiffin  road  and  the  Marion  State  road  cross  each  other.  The  spot 
where  the  house  stood  is  now  covered  with  a  circle  of  evergreens  thai 
were  planted  there  in  memory  of  the  Anway  family. 
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Moses  Smith  put  up  a  ?;mall  frame*  building  across  the  road  from 
Anway's  house,  in  which  he  kept  a  store  for  awhile.  Robert  Dutton 
was  the  first  man  that  died  in  the  township,  and  was  buried  on  his  farm, 
which  is  now  owned  by  Frederick  Fox.  VV^ilh'am  Pierce,  a  colored 
man»  put  up  and  carried  on  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in  the  township. 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Anway»  was  the.  first  child  that  was  born  in 
the  township.  She  is  the  wife  of  Mr,  John  Wilcox,  of  Republic.  A 
Mr.  Langley  was  also  among  the  first  settlers. 

These  names,  with  a  few  others,  made  up  the  white  population  of 
Seneca  county  to  about  the  time  of  the  land  sales. 

This  Col.  Kilbourn»  the  surveyor  above  spoken  of,  was  a  man  about 
five  feet  eight  inches  high;  he  had  a  nose  somewhat  Roman  shaped. 
in  184J,  he  was  bald  and  gray;  he  had  blue  eyes,  prominent  features 
and  expressive  countenance.  He  was  a  great  talker,  and  very  inter- 
esting in  conversation.  He  lived  in  Columbus,  where  he  associated 
with  the  best  society,  and  was  highly  esteemed.  He  was  a  great  siwger, 
and  often  produced  his  own  poetry,  adapted  to  some  familiar  tune. 
The  widow  of  one  of  his  sons  became  the  wile  of  Mr.  Reber,  a  lawyer 
ija  Sandusky  City,  This  son  w^as  a  phrenologist  of  some  note,  in 
Columbus. 

Honey  creek  is  the  largest  affluent  of  the  Sandusky  river  at  its  right 
bank.  Ii  rises  near  New  Haven,  in  Huron  county,  in  the  marshes,  and 
near  the  point  where  Richland,  Huron,  Craw^ford  and  Seneca  counties 
corner.  It  enters  V^enice  township  immediately  after  it  leaves  the 
marshes,  and  taking  a  northwesterly  direction  through  Venice,  it  enters 
Bloom  near  its  northeast  corner.  Then,  taking  a  westerly  direction 
through  Bloom,  it  flows  into  Eden  township,  and  making  a  large  curve 
in  Eden,  it  cuts  across  the  southwest  corner  of  Clinton  and  enters 
Hopewell  in  section  thirty-six,  and  there  the  Sandusky  river  at  the 
right  bank. 

To  people  who  were  born  and  raised  along  this  stream,  and  to  those 
who  have  lived  here  a  long  time,  the  present  beauty  and  scenery,  the 
splendid  farms  in  high  state  of  cultivation,  the  beautiful  farm  houses, 
large  barns,  and  every  improvement  calculated  to  add  to  the  comfort 
and  enjoyment  of  life,  may  have  very  little  attraction;  but  to  people 
from  abroad,  strangers  that  visit  this  valley,  there  is  not  in  all  this 
northwestern  Ohio  anything  equal  to  it. 

There  is  an  excellent  spring  near  the  left  bank  of  Honey  creek,  about 
sixty  rods  below  Roller's  mill,  in  section  nine,  Bloom  township. 
About  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  this  spring,  and  in  a  direction 
west  of  south,  the  early  settlers  found  ruins  of  ancient  fortifications  of 
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very  singular  construction  and  workmanship.  There  was  nothing  about 
the  works  that  would  indicate  the  Indian,  and  the  fort  must  have 
belonged  to  a  people  who  preceded  the  •  Indians,  and  of  whom  the 
Indians  themselves  had  no  knowledge.  The  work  was  constructed  of 
stone/  some  of  which  were  dressed.  The  main  buildings  were  in  a 
circular  form,  about  one  hundred  feet  in  diameter.  At  the  side  towards 
Honey  creek  there  was  attached  to  each  of  these  circular  walls  a  stone 
ap'pcndage  of  about  twelve  feet  square,  with  an  opening  towards  the 
spring.  There  was  a  space  of  about  three  hundred  yards  between  these 
circular  walls.  Both  buildings  seemed  to  have  been  alike.  As  late  as 
1838,  the  walls  were  about  five  feet  high,  but  crumbling  down. 

There  was  no  sign  of  any  mortar  having  been  used  in  the  erection 
of  the  buildings,  and  yet  it  seemed  that  the  stones  had  once  been  held 
together  by  some  cement,  from  the  manner  in  which  they  rested  upon 
each  other.  The  stones  had  fallen  down  on  both  sides  of  the  wall,  and 
the  piles  on  each  side  were  as  high  as  the  wall  itself. 


RICHARD    JAQUA. 

The  father  of  Richard  Jaqua  was  a  citizen  of  the  state  of  Connecticut. 
Soon  after  the  revolutionary  war  the  family  moved  into  Columbia 
county,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  where,  on  the  9th  day  of  April,  1787, 
Richard  Jaqua  was  born.  Some  time  thereafter  the  family  moved  to 
Canada  West,  and  settled  near  Brockville. 

(^n  the  9th  day  of  October,  Richard  Jaqua  was  married  to  Elizabeth 
Wilsce,  a  young  Canadienne.  When  the  war  between  England  and  the 
United  States  broke  out,  Jaqua  was  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of 
land,  and  considerable  personal  property. 

When  he  was  drafted  as  a  soldier  to  join  the  British  army,  his  Amer- 
ican pride  was  stronger  than  the  laws  of  (!)anada,  and  he  at  once 
determined  that  he  would  not  take  up  arms  against  his  native  land, 
and  that  he  would  make  his  escape  to  it  at  the  first  opportunity.  Soon 
after  the  draft,  and  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  18 12,  he  and  nine  others 
crossed  the  St.  Lawrence,  about  forty  miles  below  Kingston. 

One  of  these  others  was  his  friend,  Ezra  Brown,  who,  also,  afterwards 
became  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Seneca  county.  Jaqua  carried  a 
small  feather-bed  and  bed-clothes,  and  Brown  carried  the  clothing  for 
both.  When  the  party  arrived  on  American  soil,  they  traveled  on  foot 
through  the  snow,  and  reached  an  American  picket-fort  late  in  the 
night.  The  next  morning  the  whole  party  of  run-aways  were  sent, 
under  guard,  to  Ogdensburgh,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  where  Major 
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Forsythe  was  in  command.  The  Major  examined  each  man  separately, 
and  being  fully  satisfied  of  the  truth  of  their  statements,  gave  each 
man  a  pass. 

Jaqua  then  went  over  to  his  native  county  of  Columbia,  and  on  the 
^d  day  of  April,  1813,  started  back  for  Ogdensburgh.  On  his  way  he 
met  his  friend  Brown  at  Morristown,  New  York,  They  were  both 
experienced  in  the  use  of  small  boats,  and  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  dangerous  places  in  the  channel  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  Here  they 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  would  help  other  deserters  to  get 
over  to  the  American  side,  and  for  that  purpose  procured  a  craft,  by 
the  means  of  which  they  helped  a  goodly  number  of  the  fugitives  to 
get  across  the  river  to  the  American  side. 

This  sort  of  employment  was  exceedingly  dangerous,  inasmuch  as 
no  crafts  of  any  sort  were  allowed  to  touch  the  Canadian  shore;  yet 
these  friends  followed  up  this  work  during  all  the  summer  and  fall  of 
1813.  The  Canadian  authorities  became  fully  informed  of  these 
operations,  and  sent  a  squad  of  men  to  a  small  island  opposite  Gibway 
Point,  with  instructions  to  capture  both  Jaqua  and  Brown  as  they  wer6 
passing  to  and  fro. 

One  night  Jaqua,  Brown,  Patterson,  and  five  others  crossed  over  to 
Gibway  Point  and  secreted  themselves  until  morning.  Patterson 
walked  along  the  beach  to  attract  the  attention  of  the  guard.  Imme- 
diately three  men  were  seen  putting  out  from  the  island  in  a  punt-boat, 
and  landing  on  Gibway  Point,  pulled  their  boat  on  shore,  and  then 
made  for  Patterson*  These  men  and  Patterson,  getting  into  sharp 
conversation,  Patterson  receded  from  the  British  and  the  shoret  and 
when  they  were  far  enough  away  to  be  considered  safe,  Jaqua^  Rrown» 
and  the  other  men,  who  were  secreted  with  them»  jumped  up,  and  with 
cocked  guns  and  the  help  of  Patterson,  took  the  men  prisoners  and 
handed  them  over  to  a  militia  captain  at  Rawsee.  This  captain 
detailed  a  guard,  consisting  of  Sergeant  Whipple,  Jaqua,  Brown,  and 
several  others,  to  take  the  prisoners  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  which  they  did. 

In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  1813,  the  American  army,  under  Gen. 
VVilkerson,  was  in  camp  on  the  American  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  a 
short  distance  below  Gravelly  Point.  Gen.  Hamlin,  with  his  troops, 
was  also  stationed  at  a  point  on  the  same  side  called  French  Mills. 
Hamlin  was  very  anxious  to  have  Wilkerson,  with  his  men,  join  him, 
but  to  bring  this  about,  it  would  require  a  long  and  tedious  march  by 
land,  or  to  embark  the  whole  force  in  boats  and  proceed  do>\n  the  St. 
Lawrence,  through  the  Thousand  Isles,  which,  all  knew,  was  a  dangerous 
undertaking. 
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Hamlin  sent  two  messengers  with  his  orders  for  WilVerson,  and  when 
these  arrived  at  Morristoum,  where  J  aqua  and  Brown  then  were,  one 
of  the  messengers  was  taken  sick,  and  became  unable  to  proceed 
further.  The  other  messenger  employed  Jaqua  and  Brown  to  take  him 
to  Gen.  Wilkerson's  headquarters.  They  look  the  punt-boat,  and» 
traveling  by  night  only,  they  reached  Gen.  Wilkerson's  camp  in  two 
weeks  after  they  left  Morristown.  In  a  few  days  thereafter.  Brown  and 
Jaqua  were  engaged  by  Gen.  Wilkerson  to  pilot  him  and  his  forces 
down  the  river  to  Gen.  Hamlin,  through  the  Thousand  Isles.  Jaqua 
and  Brown,  with  their  punt-buat  and  a  flag,  took  the  lead,  and  the 
fleet,  with  Gen.  Wilkerson  and  his  forces,  passed  safely  through  the 
Thousand  Isles,  and  reached  a  point  about  four  miles  above  Fort 
Prescott,  called  Hog  Point,  where  they  landed.  Here  the  army 
remained  a  few  days,  and  then  crossed  the  river  into  Canada.  For 
about  four  weeks  thereafter,  Jaqua  and  Brown  were  constantly  busy 
piloting  parties  down  the  river.  For  fear  of  trouble  from  the  Canadian 
authorities,  Mr,  Jaqua  kept  bis  name,  and  the  fact  that  he  was  drafted 
in  Canada,  a  profound  secret  during  all  the  time  he  was  associated  with 
the  movements  of  the  American  troops  along  the  St.  Lawrence. 

On  the  14th  day  of  May,  1814,  Mr.  Jaqua  enrolled  his  name  as  a 
private  in  a  company  of  minute  men  under  Capt,  FJlis,  at  Houndsfield, 
about  five  miles  above  Sackett*s  Harbor.  During  his  service  in  that 
company,  one  Wolsey  was  in  charge  of  a  fleet  of  small  boats  loaded 
with  stores  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  vessels  then  in  process 
of  construction.  When  the  company  arrived  at  a  point  ofl*  Big  Sandy 
(creek,  near  Sackett's  Harbor,  they  were  noticed  by  the  British  fleet, 
land  Wolsey,  to  save  his  fleet,  ran  it  into  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy.  The 
|l>ar  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  prevented  the  British  vessels  from  passing 
Thereupon  the  British  immediately  embarked  in  small  boats,  and 
followed  Wolsey.  The  alarm  was  given  to  the  minute  men,  who 
arrived  very  soon  at  the  scene,  and,  joining  w^ith  a  company  already 
there  on  duty,  gave  the  British  battle.  After  a  sharp  fight  for  a  short 
time,  the  British  retreated,  leaving  ninety-six  of  their  men  dead  on  the 
field,  Mr.  Jaqua  succeeded  in  having  his  family  brought  across  in  the 
fall  of  1813,  and  now  joined  them.  In  1815  he  was  engaged  in  hauling 
timber  and  lumber  to  Sackett*s  Harbor,  wherf!  some  seventy- four 
vessels  were  being  built. 

He  moved  to  the  western  part  of  the  state  of  New  York,  where  he 
lived  six  years,  and  then  moved  to  this  county,  in  1S22,  and  settled  in 
Eden  township,  where  he  lived  to  the  time  of  his  death.  His  friend 
Brown  had  preceded  him  as  a  pioneer  to  this  county. 
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Colonel  Jaqiia,  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  received  neither  com- 
pensation nor  pension  from  the  government  for  all  his  Valuable  services, 
until  1872.  His  property  in  Canada  was  all  confiscated  by  the  British 
authorities.  Upon  his  petition  to  Congress,  the  Hon.  C.  Foster 
representing  this  district  in  Washington,  Congress  generously  acknowl- 
edged and  recognized  Mr.  Jaqua's  merits,  and  granted  him  a  pension, 
by  special  act,  that  tended  very  materially  to  gladden  the  few  remaining 
years  of  the  ColonePs  life. 

Col.  Jaqua  was  a  little  more  than  six  feet  high,  and  well  proportioned. 
He  was  blessed  with  an  iron  constitution,  and  great  force  of  character. 
In  his  boyhood  days  his  chances  for  education  were  not  very  good; 
but  whatever  he  lacked  in  book-learning,  he  made  up  by  his  sound 
sense  and  clear  judgment.  In  stature  and  personal  appearance,  in 
his  movements  and  tone  of  voice,  he  resembled  Josiah  Hedges,  the 
proprietor  of  Tiffin,  very  much.  He  had  a  noble  bearing,  an  open, 
frank,  but  sincere  countenance;  heavy  lower  jaw,  clenched  lips,  dark 
eyes,  nose  not  very  large  and  a  little  of  the  Roman  shape,  and  'a  fine 
forehead.  His  very  looks  would  say:  "I'll  do  as  I  agree,  sir."  He 
took  a  very  active  part  in  public  affairs  in  Seneca  county,  and  contrib- 
uted largely  to  the  development  of  her  resources,  having  lived  here 
more  than  half  a  century.  He  was  social  in  his  nature,  hospitable, 
generous,  kind.  He  was  a  good  neighbor,  a  good  citizen,  a  good 
husband  and  father,  and,  above  all,  an  honest  man.  He  died,  withoiit 
a  struggle,  in  peace  with  God  and  mankind,  on  the  26th  of  September, 
1878,  aged  ninety-one  years,  five  months  and  seventeen  days.  His 
wife  had  preceded  him  to  the  other  world  on  the  7th  of  May,  1877, 
aged  eighty-six  years,  seven  months  and  four  days.  This  venerable 
couple  lived  in  happy  wedlock  nearly  seventy  years — more  than  two 
generations  of  time.  The  Colonel  was  buried  with  the  plain,  but 
impressive  ritual  of  Masonry,  having  been  an  honored  member  of  the 
^rder  during  the  greater  part  of  his  life.     Requiesce  in  pace. 
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HITHERTO,  the  cabins  of  the  early  settlers  were  near  the  forts 
of  Seneca  and  Ball,  with  a  few  scattered  along  Rocky  creek, 
Honey  creek,  Silver  creek  and  in  Thompson.  The  "Black  Swamp" 
commenced  immediately  wxst  of  the  river;  in  fact,  the  Sandusky  river 
was  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  Black  Swamp. 

These  settlers  were  mere  squatters.  They  could  buy  no  land,  be- 
cause there  was  none  in  market-  Outside  of  the  Indian  reservation, 
the  title  to  all  the  territory  was  in  the  United  States  ;  and  this  new 
purt'hase  could  not  be  offered  for  sale  until  after  a  survey  thereof  was 
made  and  reported,  in  order  to  enable  the  government  to  make  proper 
descriptions  of  tracts,  designating  each  in  such  manner  and  with  such 
certainty  as  to  avoid,  if  possible,  all  controversy  as  to  boundary  lines, 
etc. 

During  all  this  time  the  squatters  explored  and  prospected,  making 
iselections  of  localities  at  or  near  which  they  intended  to  buy,  as  soon 
is  the  lands  were  offered  for  sale.  They  built  their  huts  wherever  they 
pleased:  fished  and  hunted.  Some  made  small  openings  to  raise  vege- 
tables, taking  their  chances  for  the  improvements  falling  into  the  hands 
of  somebody  else ;  others  that  lived  near  any  of  these  reserv^ations, 
farmed  the  lands  of  some  of  the  Indians  on  shares.  Thus  the  squatters 
were  employed  making  themselves  comfortable,  raising  stock  and  get- 
ling  ready  to  open  farms  for  themselves. 

Let  us  now  give  some  attention  to  the  manner  in  which  this  new 
purchase  was  brought  into  market. 

The  survey  of  the  Western  Reserve_was  started  at  a  point  on  the  west 
line  of  Pennsylvania,  where  the  forty -first  degree  of  north  latitude 
crosses  the  same.      The  surveyor  then  followed  this  parallel  due  west, 
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measuring  ranges  of  five  miles  each.  At  the  end  of  the  twenty-fourth 
range  he  reached  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Connecticut  reserve, 
which  is  now  also  the  southwest  corner  of  Huron  county.  From  this 
^  point  a  line  was  drawn  north  to  the  lake,  and  parallel  with  the  west  line 
-of  Pennsylvania,  which  forhied  the  western  boundary  of  the  Western 
Reserve.  So  that  all  the  territory  north  of  this  parallel  to  the  lake, 
and  all  east  of  this  north  line  to  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  constitutes 
the  Western  Reserve;  sometimes  called  the  "Connecticut  Re^^erve/'  and 
sometimes  **the  Fire  Lands/*  These  lands  were  reserved  by  Connecti- 
cut for  the  purpose  of  paying  with  them  debts  the  colony  owed  to 
revolutionary  soldiers,  to  people  who  had  their  property  burnt  or 
otherwise  destroyed  by  the  British  army,  etc.,  war  debts  generally. 

Let  us  remember  now»  that  this  parallel  of  forty-one  degress  north 
latitude  is  the  southern  boundary,  and  the  base  line  of  the  Western 
Reserve  ;  that  the  ranges  on  that  line  are  five  miles  ;  that  there  are 
twenty-four  ranges  in  all;  and  that  the  townships  on  the  Western  Re- 
serve are  five  miles  square. 

Soon  after  the  treaty  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  already  mentioned, 
the  general  government  ordered  all  the  lands  thereby  secured  to  be 
surveyed.     This  was  then  "the  new  purchase.** 

Mr.  Sylvanus  Bourne,  under  instructions  from  the  general  land  office 
of  the  United  States,  started  a  survey  from  the  east  line  of  the  stale  of 
Indiana  on  the  forty-first  parallel  N.  L.  This  state  line,  which  of 
course  is  also  the  west  line  of  Ohio,  he  called  the  first  meridian. 
Running  his  line  on  this  parallel  east,  he  planted  a  stake  where  the  end 
of  the  sixth  mile  was  reached.  This  made  one  range,  and  the  fir^t 
range  in  his  survey.  The  end  of  the  seventeenth  range  brought  him 
within  fifty-two  chains  and  seven  links  of  the  southwest  corner  of  the 
Western  Reserve,  A  line  drawn  due  north,  by  his  compass,  cut  the 
west  line  of  the  Western  Reserve  exactly  at  the  northeast  corner  of 
Seneca  county.  There  is  therefore  a  strip  of  land  lying  all  along  and 
east  of  the  seventeenth  range,  that  is  not  in  any  range,  53.07  long  on 
the  south  end,  running  to  a  point  just  eighteen  miles  north.  This  tract 
IS  called  **the  gore/'  The  ranges  in  the  new  purchase  are  six  miles 
wide — 17x6 — 102.  The  ranges  on  the  Western  Reserve  being  five  miles 
wide — 24x5 — lao  ;  loa  plus  120 — 222.  Therefore  the  distance  from 
the  state  line  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  state  line  of  Indiana  is  two  hund- 
red and  twenty-two  miles  and  this  gore  52.07. 

From  these  six  mile  posts,  lines  were  drawn  due  north  to  the  north  line 
of  Ohio  and  to  Lake  Erie,  and  south  to  the  Virginia  military  land  dis- 
tricts.    This  line  thus  drawn  along  the  forty -first  parallel  north  latitude. 
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being  the  base  of  operation  for  all  future  surveys,  is  called  the  hasf 
line.  The  territory  between  these  six-mile  posts  is  called  a  range,  and 
runs  north  and  south  from  the  base  line,  as  above  indicated. 

Parallel  with  this  base  line,  and  six  miles  distai\t  therefrom,  other 
lines  were  surveyed,  starting  from  this  meridian  north  and  south  of  the 
base  line,  and  running  east  until  other  surveys  were  met.  The  north 
and  south  lines,  or  range  lines,  thus  cut  at  right  angles  by  the  east  and 
west  lines,  or  township  lines,  formed  tracts  of  territory,  each  six  miles 
square,  called  townships.  Each  additional  east  and  west,  six  mile  line, 
from  the  base  line,  adds  another  township  to  the  number.  The  town- 
ships, therefore,  are  numbered  from  the  base  line  north  and  south;  and 
townships  one  north  or  south  means  all  the  townships  along  the  entire 
length  of  the  base  line,  having  the  base  line  for  the  northern  or  south- 
ern boundary.  The  next  townships  north  or  south  are  numbered  two. 
and  so  on,  until  Michigan  or  lake  Erie  on  ihe  north,  or  some  other 
suVvey  on  the  south  is  reached. 

In  describing  a  piece  of  land,  therefore,  we  say,  for  example.  **Town- 
ship  two  (2)  north,  range  fifteen  (^15)  east";  because  this  is  the  second 
township  north  of  the  base  line,  lying  north  and  in  range  fifteen,  count- 
ing the  ranges  from  the  meridian  as  above. 

A  Mr.  Holmes  assisted  Mr.  Bourne  in  the  survey  of  the  range  and 
township  lines. 

Four  gentlemen  were  appointed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office,  to  survey  and  sub;divide  Seneca  county  into  sections,  quar- 
ter and  half  (juarter  sections.  They  were  J.  (Glasgow,  I'rice  F.  Kellogg. 
James  T.  Worthington  and  Sylvanus  Bourne. 

Seneca  county  has  'iw^i  ranges,  from  the  thirteenth  to  the  seventeenth, 
both  inclusive,  and  three  townships  north — one,  two  and  three.  There 
are  therefore  fifteen  townships  in  the  county,  the  Sandusky  river  cutting 
it  from  the  south  to  the  north  into  two  parts  nearly  equal  ;  and  the 
county  seat  being  near  the  center  of  the  county,  makes  Seneca  county 
almost  unequalled  in  shape  and  beauty  by  any  other  county  in  the 
state. 

Mr.  (rlasgow  surveyed  the  townships  north  of  range  thirteen  —  Big 
Si>ring,  Loudon  and  Jackson. 

Mr.  Worthington  surveyed  the  townships  north  of  range  fourteen, 
viz:  Seneca,  IIo])ewcll  and  Lil)crly;  also,  those  north  of  range  fifteen, 
viz:  I'Men,  (Hinton  and  Tleasant.  Mr.  liourne  surveyed  those  north  of 
range  sixteen,  viz:  Bloom,  Sci])io  and  Adams.  Mr.  Kellogg  surveyed 
those  north  of  range  seventeen,  viz:  Venice,  Reed  and  Thompson,  and 
the  gore.       It  is  to  be  understood  here,  that  the  townships  as  here 
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named  arc  ihe  same  as  ihey  are  now  knowTi,  and  not  as  estal>lreii 
from  time  to  time  by  county  commissioners.  The  geographical  lines 
of  the  townships  were  established  by  these  surveys.  It  is  also  to  be 
understood  that  the  Indian  rescn^ations  were  not  inclnded  in  these 
surveys* 

Each  township  being  six  miles  square,  makes  Just  thirty-six  sections, 
each  one  mile  square,  and  rontaining  six  hundred  and  forty  acres 
each.  The  sections  are  numbered  by  commencing  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  township;  running  west,  brings  section  six  into  the  north- 
west confer;  the  next  section  south  of  this  is  section  seven,  and  running 
east,  brings  section  twelve  immediately  south  of  section  one;  then 
calling  the  section  south  of  twelve  number  thirteen,  running  west  and 
so  on,  brings  section  thirty-one  into  the  southwest  corner,  and  section 
thirty-six  into  the  southeast  corner  of  the  township. 

The  sections  were  again  sub-divided  into  quarters  and  half  quarters, 
with  lines  at  right  angles,  making  it  very  easy  to  describe  the  quarter 
of  a  quarter. 

It  is  start  ely  possible  to  conceive  of  a  plan  for  the  description  of 
land  for  the  purposes  of  purchase,  sale  or  taxation,  more  beautiJul, 
geographically,  or  for  business  more  convenient. 

In  the  survey  of  the  entire  northwest,  this  order  was  strictly  adhered 
to. 

We  must  also  remember  that  in  all  these  surveys,  the  Sandusky  river 
having  been,  by  act  of  Congress,  declared  a  navigable  stream,  is  not 
included.  The  surveys  run  only  to  low  water  mark  of  the  stream,  and 
therefore  necessarily  and  unavoidably  create  many  fractional  sections. 
These  sufveyors  finished  their  work  in  1820. 

There  were  then,  also,  several  other  Indian  reservations,  aside  from 
the  Seneca  reservation,  viz:  The  Armstrong  reservation;  the  McCul- 
loch  reservation;  the  Van  Meter  reservation;  the  Walker  reservations* 
and  a  reservation  of  about  twi:lve  square  miles  occupying  the  southwest 
corner  of  the  county,  belonging  to  the  Wyandots.  These  reserves 
were  not  surveyed,  and  not  offered  for  sale  until  after  the  last  Indian 
had  gone,  when,  in  1832,  a  Mr.  J.  W.  Christmas  surveyed  them  alL 
Thereupon  these  reserve  lanth  wt-re  brought  into  market  also. 

The  field  notes  in  the  General  Land  Office  at  Washington  show  the 
lime  when  these  surveys  were  made  and  the  persons  who  made  them, 
as  above  given.  How  Mr  Rutierfield,  in  his  history  of  Seneca,  can 
lay  the  time  in  1819,  and  say  that  Alex.  Holmes  ran  off  the  sections, 
etc.,  is  not  very  clear. 

This  new  purchase  thereupon  was  laid  off  and  divided  into  two  land 


|C^"  •"    •  — the  Deiaw  Lire  and  the  PiqQ«i  Un  "•^^~~"*^    "      vo 

jr  i  smith   iHruugh   ami  nc4r  the  * 

This  piactft!  Scncc-i  county  in  the  E^lawarc  taisd  disinct. 

On  the  jd  4ay  of  August,   iSauthc  lamf!^  in  the  DcUw^ic  um*A 

district  nnrih  of  the  base  line,  were  first  uttered  I'tir  sale  M  DeUware  M 

minimam  |>riee  of  one  dollar  and  twenty  lire  cents  per  acre,     l^rge 

Itianiities  of  land  in  this  county  were  purchased  at  these  first  %h\c%, 

but  very  little  of  it  above  the  mtninium  price. 

Before  the  subject  is  dismii^sed.  it  mar  be  well  to  slate  another  ftict 
in  connection  with  these  surveys,  that  should  be  genemUy  undrrvt.^Mi 
••The  boundaries  of  the  general  surveys  can  not  be  changed/' 

Congress,  as  early  as  the  year  1^05,  \i\m\  down  certain  general  ptui- 
ciples  in  regard  to  the  unchangenblencss  of  the  lines  and  corners 
established  by  government  surveyors,  which  have  been  continued 
operative  down  to  the  present  time,  ami  are  still  in  full  force.  These 
principles  are  contained  in  the  second  section  of  an  act  entitled  **An 
act  concerning  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,"  approved  February  it.  1805.  and  are  as  folUiW)*,  to-wil: 

1st.  All  the  corners  marked  in  the  surveys  retunu»d  l»y  Sur vt<> ur-i 5 i^ut^mU, 
shall  be  established  as  tlie  proper  cornprs  of  st*ettf)ns  or  »ul>-dlvbioii»  of 
sections  which  they  were  intended  to  designate ;  and  tlte  rornerK  of  half 
and  quarter  sections,  not  marked  on  stiid  surveys,  slmll  lu*  pUicrd  m  tuvarly 
as  possible,  equally  distant  from  those  two  eomen*  which  stand  on  the  minm 
line. 

The  Boundary-  Lines  actually  run  and  markcMl  in  the  surveys  n^urn<Ml  by 

the  Surveyor-General,  shall  be  established  as  the  proiH»r  bouudury  liiu't*  of 

tie  sections  or  sub-divisions  for  which  tViey  were  iatentli»d  ;  iiiid  tlit*  leTi){ttt 

such  lijies  as  returned  by  the  Surveyor-ltt»nt»ral  afon*»iUtl,  ?*liull  bo  Itidd 

i  considered  as  the  true  length  thereof. 

Experience  has  demonstrated  the  wisdom  o(  this  enactment*  No 
iw  ever  passed  by  Congress  has  contributed  so  much  to  prevent 
iisputes  in  regard  to  boundaries  of  the  public  lajvds*  Considering  the 
extent  of  the  territory  over  which  the  public  surveys  have  been 
extended,  embracing  whole  states,  now  thickly  settled  with  people*  and 
iffecting  interests  involving  many  thousands  of  dollars,  cases  of  litigation 
jrowing  out  of  disputed  boundaries,  are  surprisingly  rare*  **Sy8tcm  of 
Rectangular  Surveying,"  by  J.  H-  Haws,  p.  119. 

Although  this  law  may  in  some  instances  work  a  hardship  to  indivtd- 
iials^  giving  to  one  party  more  land  than  to  another,  yet  it  is  one  of 
le  conditions  under  which  the  land  was  acquired,  and  the  evil  in  these 

scs  is  measurably  small  compared  with  the  great  benefit  derived  from 
Ethese  fixed  and  unchangeable  lines  and  corners  of  the  public  lands. 
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Whenever,  therefore,  questions  shoutd  arise  as  to  the  correct  comers 
and  lines  of  lands,  with  this  knowledge  of  the  law  before  us,  and  proper 
examination  of  the  field  notes,  where  the  same  are  established,  great 
annoyance,  heartaches  and  money  may  be  saved. 

If  any  of  the  old  land-marks  of  early  life  in  Seneca  county  shall  be 
omitted  or  overlooked  in  this  book,  it  will  not  be  because  the  writer 
has  not  been  sufficiently  industrious  in  his  efforts  to  look  them  up  for 
record.  Indeed,  sometimes  I  fear  that  my  persistent  inquiries  about 
aflairs  of  former  days  among  my  old  pioneer  friends,  have  been  bur- 
densome to  many  of  them,  and  I  have  no  other  apology  to  offer  but 
my  earnest  purpose  to  preserve,  for  the  use  of  their  children,  a  full 
and  faithful  record  of  Seneca  county's  past. 

Very  many  people  in  Seneca  county  perhaps  never  knew,  and  others 
have  forgotten,  the  fact  that  there  was  an  Indian  reservation,  containing 
about  twelve  square  miles,  belonging  to  the  Wyandots,  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  Big  Spring  township.  This  reservation,  and  another  piece 
of  the  same  lying  south  of  the  same  and  adjoining  it,  was  procured  by 
the  United  States  and  brought  into  market  w^iih  the  Seneca  reservation, 
long  before  the  Wyandots  sold  their  large  reservation  to  the  general 
government.     (See  chap.  III.) 

To  preserve  the  time  of  the  sales  of  these  reservations  in  Seneca 
county,  the  proclamation  of  Gen.  Jackson,  then  President  of  the 
United  States,  is  here  added,  because  the  fact  itself,  as  well  as  the  time, 
are  both  important  and  historic.  And  it  is  also  to  be  remembered, 
that  these  sales  took  place  some  ten  years  after  the  land  sales  sp5kea 
of  in  a  former  chapter. 

Mr  George  W.  Gist,  a  very  able  surveyor,  had  located  in  Tiffin  a 
short  lime  before  these  Indian  lands  came  into  market,  and  to  enable 
the  purchasers  of  these  lands  to  make  the  proper  selections,  published 
a  notice  in  the  Senem  Patriot^  the  only  newspaper  then  published  in 
the  county,  (and  of  which  further  notice  will  be  taken  hereafter)  in 
these  words: 

LAND  PUBCIIASERS.  LOOK  HEUE! 


The  subscriber  lias  on  hand  a  quantity  uf  plats,  and  descriptions  of  the 
sections  unit  lines  of  the  St-uei'ii  anil  ^^\^  Suriii^^  n^servations.  Persons 
going  on  eitlier  of  X\w  said  reserves,  will  fjiui  tlu*m  of  miirh  advantage. 
They  are  niad*^  from  the  onginal  field  notes  of  0.  W.  Clirislmas,  Esq,, 
District  Surveyor.  ftico,  W.  (iisT,  Surveyor. 


The  President's  proclamation  ordering  these  sales*  is  in  the  words 
fallowing,  vii«: 


Cama  rtoN- 


BY  TOE  PRKSIDEXT  OF  THE  TNITED  STATES. 

lu  purs  ua  J  ire  of  law,  1  Antlrew  Ja<*kHt)iu  President  of  the  Unitf^cl  8tati*s 
of  Arnericii.  ilo  hi^rt^hy  tleclaiv  and  uiiiki^  known,  that  |mhlic  sak's  wiU  be 
U{*hl  at  the  LjiimI  ihYu'v  of  Piqiia  and  liiK'vruH,  in  the  Slntr  n/  OhitK  at  the 
p^'doil  herein  lifsi^natiid^forUiedistKnsal  of  ci^rtuin  lancLs berelofort*  rei>i*rvi*d 
for  thf  bynent  of  certain  tribes  of  Indians  in  .siiid  State,  and  which  have 
been  by  them  relinquished  and  i^unendered  luito  the  Tniteti  States,  t<^»-wit: 

At  the  Land  Olliie  at  Piqua.  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  I>eeenil>er  next,  for 
the  sale  of  the  late  Shawmte  reservation  on  Hog  Creek, situate  in  tow^nships 
tliree  and  four,  south  of  range  six,  east » eon  tain  in  g  tweiity-nve  square  oii  lea; 
iilito  for  the  sale  of  the  late  Shawnee  res*erv*ation  at  Wapoehkt»uuetta,  situate 
in  townships  four,  (he  and  six.  south  of  ninges  live,  six  ami  seven,  euat, 
eontiiininj?  one  hundred  and  twenty  square  miles;  also  for  the  sale  of  the 
late  Seneca  and  Shaw  nee  resei*\iitii>n  at  Lewistowii,  situate  in  towTistups  six 
Jind  seven,  south  of  range  seven  and  eight,  ejist,  and  in  town^ship  sev^en, 
sonth,  range  nine,  east,  containing  sixty-tw^o  square  miles. 

At  the  Land  Office  in  Bucyrus»  on  the  second  Monday  in  Deeembcjr  next, 
for  the  sale  t>f  the  late  Wyandot  reser\atiou  at  the  Big' Spring,  situate  in 
townships  one,  north,  anil  one,  Kouth,  of  ranges  twelve  and  thirteen,  east, 
containing  twenty-five  square  miles;  also  f*)r  the  sale  of  the  late  Seneca 
reservation  on  the  Sandusky  River,  situate  in  townships  two,  three  and  four, 
north  of*Tanges  fifteen  and  sixteen,  rofit4iiniug  f«irty  thousand  acres. 

The  laiuls  reserved  l»y  law  for  the  use  of  schools,  ov  for  other  purposes, 
will  be  excluded  from  :*ale. 

The  sales  will  Itc  kept  open  for  a  [)eriod  not  exceeding  two  weeks,  and  no 
longer  than  necessiiry  to  olTer  the  whole  of  the  lands, 

(iiven  under  ruy  hand  at  the  City  of  Washington  this  thirteenth  day  of 
November,  A.  D.  lHii2, 

.IKDREW  JACKSON. 

By  the  President. 

Elijah  nAV'w\\Hi>,  Commissioner  of  the  (General  Land  Ofhce. 

These  sales  took  place  eight  years  and  nine  months  after  the  organi- 
zation of  Seneca  county. 

A.  M.  Stewart,  who  published  the  atlas  of  Seneca  county  some  six 
years  ago,  took  Mr.  Butterfield's  history  for  data;  and  speaking  of 
early  roads,  copies  the  story  of  the  Bell  road.  They  say  that  *'Gen. 
Bell,  from  Wooster,  surveyed  a  road  in  1812,  which  took  his  name.** 
There  is  no  trace  of  any  survey  of  BelTs  road  to  be  found  anywhere^ 
and  all  there  was  of  it,  is  this: 

Gen.  Bell  was  ordered  by  Gen.  Harrison  to  pick  out — not  survey — a 
^suitable  track   for  a  road  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Sandusky  river,  to 

3wer   Sandusky  from    Upper  Sandusky,  over  which   military  stores, 

'troops   and    provisions   could    be   carried.     Gen.   Bell    and   his   men 

followed  along  the  left  bank  of  the  river  on  the  highest  ground,  without 

paying  any  attention  to  courses  or  distances;  and  this  Mr.  Meeker  they 

speak  of,  with   his  men,  cut  and  carried  to  one  side,  underbrush  and 
11 
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was  other  obstructions,  and  blazed  the  trees  as  they  worked  along.  Tliis 
the  surv  eying  they  did  on  this  road.  A  similar  road  was  opened  along 
and  near  the&ight  bank  of  the  river,  leading  from  Delaware  to  Lower 
Sandusky.  These  army  roads  answered  all  practical  purposes  for 
several  years,  first  for  military  movements,  and  then  for  emigrants  and 
settlers.  Nor  is  it  true  that  Mr,  Risdon  afterwards  surveyed  these 
army  roads  into  state  roads;  but  Mr.  Risdon  did  survey  a  state  road 
from  Upper  Sandusky  to  Lower  Sandusky,  in  iJiai,  without  paying  any 
attention  to  any  army  road.  His  survey  ran  as  nearly  straight  as 
possible,  and  scarcely  ever  touched  the  army  road. 

In  1820,  Israel  Harrington  surveyed  the  Morrison  state  road,  still 
known  by  that  narae»  leading  from  Croghansville  (Fremont)  to  Delaware. 
This  was  the  first  road  sur\Tyed  and  opened  in  Seneca  county,  cast  of 
the  riycr,  while  the  road  surveyed  by  Risdon  was  the  first  one  west  of 
the  river — both  state  roads.  The  Morrison  road  was  named  after  one 
of  the  commissioners,  who  located  the  road. 

Colonel  James  Kilbourn,  a  pioneer  surveyor,  already  introduced. 
surveyed  a  road  leading  from  Portland,  (now  Sandusky  City)  Uo  Upper 
Sandusky,  to  which  he  gave  his  own  name,  in  1^22.  It  is  said  that 
Thomas  Baker  and  Ezra  Brown,  two  distinguished  pioneers^  both  from 
the  state  of  New  York,  were  the  first  settlers  in  Seneca  county  who 
came  on  that  road. 

A  history  of  the  surveying  and  opening  of  the  principal  roads  of 
the  county  might  be  made  interesting  enough  to  some  people,  but  would 
not  warrant  the  space  it  would  necessarily  require. 

The  legislature  divided  this  new  purchase  into  fourteen  counties,  by 
an  act  passed  on  the  12th  day  of  February,  1820.  Of  these,  Seneca 
county  was  the  ninth  in  the  order  named  in  the  act.  It  was  to  consist 
of  townships,  one,  two  and  three,  north  of  ranges  thirteen  to  seventeeui. 
both  inclusive,  and  to  remain  a  part  of  Sandusky  county,  until  organized 
into  a  county  with  municipal  powers,  by  a  future  act  of  the  legislature. 

The  commissioners  of  Sandusky  county  organized  four  townships  in 
this  county,  from  lime  to  time,  outside  of  the  reservations,  as  follows: 

Thompson  was  organized  on  the  25th  day  lyf  April,  tSao,  with  the 
following  boundaries,  viz: 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  Seneca*  reservation,  in 
Sandusky  county,  running  thence  north  to  the  (then)  present  trailed 
road  from  Croghansville  to  Strong's  settlement,  (not  very  definite); 
thence  east  until  it  shall  intersect  the  fire-lands;  thence  south  with  said 
line  to  the  base  line;  thence  west  along  said  line  until  a  line  due  north 
will    strike    the    place    of  beginning.      This    territory    comprised   the 
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present  townships  of  Thompson,  Reed,  Venice,  and  two  and  one-half 
sections  along  the  east  sides  of  Bloom,  Scipio  and  Adams,  and  a  part 
of  Sandusky  county. 

On  the  8th  day  of  May,  1820,  the  said  commissioners  organized 
Seneca  towmship,  which  was  the  second  township  in  the  county,  and 
included  all  the  balance  of  the  county  not  embraced  in  the  boundaries 
of  Thompson;  so  that  two  townships  contained  the  whole  county. 

On  the  first  Monday  in  June,  r82o»  the  said  commissioners  organized 
Clinton  township,  fixing  the  boundaries  as  now  established,  except  that 
part  west  of  the  river,  viz: 

Commencing  where  the  township  line,  between  two  and  three,  strikes 
the  river  on  the  east  bank  thereof;  running  thence  with  said  line  to 
the  northeast  corner  of  township  two,  in  range  fifteen;  thence  south 
with  the  range  line  between  ranges  fifteen  and  sixteen,  to  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  aforesaid  township;  thence  west  to  the  township  line 
between  townships  one  and  two;  thence  northerly  with  the  meanders 
of  the  river  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

It  was  named  after  DeWitt  Clinton,  Governor  of  New  York, 
•    Eden,  the  last  township  organized  by  the  commissioners  of  Sandusky 
county,  was  fixed  with  its  present  boundaries  in  182 1,  viz:  T,  1.,  N,  R. 
15,  E- 

This  still  left  Seneca  township  embracing  all  west  of  the  river  to  the 
west  line  of  the  county. 

To  preservt  a  record  of  what  part  of  the  Seneca  reservation  was 
within  Seneca  county,  let  us  commence,  for  a  starting  point,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Sandusky  river,  about  one-quarter  of  a  mile  south  of 
the  south  line  of  section  seven,  in  Clinton  township*  running  due  east 
on  a  line  parallel  with  the  south  section  lines  of  sections  seven  to 
thirteen,  inclusive,  in  Clinton,  and  extendijig  the  same  line  to  a  point  a 
short  distance  south  of  the  center  of  section  ten,  in  Scipio;  thence 
running  due  north  through  Adams  to  the  north  line  of  Seneca  county; 
thence  west  on  said  north  line  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Sandusky  river; 
thence  south  along  the  meanderings  of  said  right  bank  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

Under  the  organization  of  these  townships,  elections  were  held  as 
follows:  In  Thompson,  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Parmenter,  on  the  6th 
day  of  May,  1820;  in  Seneca,  on  the  istday  of  June,  1S20;  in  Clinton, 
on  the  15th  day  of  June,  1822,  and  in  Eden,  on  the  4th  day  of  June, 
1820,  at  the  house  of  John  Searles,  who  lived  near  Rocky  creek,  and  a 
short  distance  south  of  the  Rocky  creek  meeting  house.  The  successful 
ticket  at  this  election  in  Eden,  was:  David  Clark,  township  clerk;  John 
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Welch,  James  Mathers  and  Henry  Craw,  trustees;  Ira  Holmes  and  John 
Searies,  fence-viewers;  John  Searles,  treasurer;  Hugh  Welch  and  Ira 
Holmes*  appraisers;  Samuel  Knapp  and  John  Welch,  supervisors; 
Thoroas  Welch »  constable. 

Seneca  township,  at  its  first  election,  elected  the  following  ticket, 
vu:  West  Barney,  John  Lay»  David  Risdon,  trustees;  John  Keller  and 
David  Rice,  overseers  of  the  poor;  James  Montgomery,  Mraslus  Howe 
and  Joel  Chapin,  supervisors;  P,  Wilson,  lister;  Asa  Pike,  appraiser; 
Thomas  Nicholson  and  Abner  Pike,  fence-viewers;  John  Boughton  and 
Joel  Lee,  constables. 

A  lister  was  an  officer  whose  duty  it  was  to  report  to  the  trusteeSt 
and  afterwards  to  the  county  auditor,  a  list  of  the  able-bodied  white 
male  inhabitants  liable  to  perform  military  duty.  For  this  work  he 
was  by  law  entitled  to  seventy-five  cents  per  day. 

At  the  state  election  in  this  year,  the  whole  county  polled  twenty-six 
votes,  all  told. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  these  elections  no  justice  of  the  peace  was 
elected.  Sandusky  county  exercised  judicial  power  over  the  whole  of 
Seneca  county*  until  Seneca  became  established  as  a  county  by  law. 

ORGANIZATION    OF    SENECA   COUNTY. 

On  ihti  22x\  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1824,  the  legislature  of  Ohio* 
passed  the  following  act  for  the  organizati«»n  of  Seneca  county,  in  the  j 
words  and  figures  following^  viz: 

AN    ACT 
7V>  Oriftinhe  tfit  County  of  Semca, 

Skcimon  1.  Br  it  tnnHrA  hf/  the  fkneral  Assembly  of  the  Statt'  of  Ofiio^ 
Thai  the  county  nf  Sene<*a  lie  atid  the  same  is  hereby  organized  into  a 
separate  and  distiuet  county. 

8ec.  ±  Tliat  all  justices  uf  the  pence,  and  other  officers  reskUng  in  tlie 
county  i>f  HeuecH,  shall  continue  todifwhar^^e  the  duties  of  their  res|)ectiYe 
offices  until  their  wuccessors  are  chosen  and  qualitied  according  to  law. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  qualified  elecUu-a  residing  in  the  county  of  Seneea, 
shall  meet  in  their  resfjective  townships  on  tlie  first  Monday  of  April  next, 
and  elect  their  .sevenil  county  officers,  who  shall  hold  their  respective  offices 
until  the  next  annual  election,  and  until  others  are  chosen  and  qualified 
according  to  law. 

Sec,  4.  That  all  suits  and  actions,  whether  of  civil  or  criminal  nature, 
which  shall  have  heeti  commence<I,  shall  be  prosecuted  to  tinal  judifuient 
and  execution,  and  all  taxes,  fines  and  penalties,  which  shall  have  become 
due,  shall  l>e  cdllefled  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  luul  not  been  pa.H»ed, 

This  act  to  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  an<l  after  tlie  lirst  day  of  April 
ui'xt,  JOSKPII  BICIIARDSON, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
AL1J:\  TRIMBLE,  Sjieaker  of  the  Senate. 

January  22,  lH3l. 
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m  conformity  with  the  r  an,  notice  in  writing  was  posted  np 

in  the  several  t^four)  town  the  county,  for  the  htilding  of  the 

election.  The  only  ot&cers  lo  be  chosen  at  this  election  were  a  sheiiif, 
three  commissioners  ami  a  coroner.  For  sheriflT,  Agreen  Ingraham 
received  one  huadred  and  ninety  votes;  and  for  coroner.  Levcrcil 
Bradley  received  two  hundred  and  six  votes.     Both  were  elected. 

At  the  same  time  the  following  named  persons  were  also  elected  as 
county  commissioners,  to  serve  nntil  the  next  annual  election  in 
October,  viz:  William  Clark,  Jesse  S,  Olrostead,  Benjamin  Wet  more. 

On  the  7th  day  of  June,  1824,  the  board  of  commissioners  organijecd 
and  held  their  first  session.  The  first  business  in  order  was  the  hearing 
of  a  petition  presented  by  RolHn  MoMer,  praying  for  the  location  of  a 
road*  The  petitions  for  four  other  road*^  wirr  heard  at  the  same 
session. 

The  petition  of  Thomas  Boyd  and  others,  vU,  the  qualified  voters 
of  Eden  township,  ^'predicated  upon  the  following  reasonable  ground** 
— the  petition  says — to-wit:  '^laboring  under  great  inconvenience,  from 
the  distance,  of  attending  public  elections,  and  having  a  sufficient 
number  of  qualified  electors  in  the  township,  we  pray  your  honorable 
boiird  to  set  off  said  townships,  Nos.  i  and  j,  in  range  16,  and  constitute 
them  a  legal  town&hipp  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Bloom/' 

The  board  granted  the  petition,  and  ordered  that  townships  1  and  2, 
in  range  16,  (Bloom  and  Scipio)  which  were  organised  with  Eden  town- 
ship*  and  townships  1  and  2,  in  the  17th  range,  (Venice  and  Reed)  and 
fractional  townships  Nos,  1  and  2,  in  range  18,  be  set  oflf  and  declared 
by  the  board  of  commissioners  a  legal  township,  to  be  known  by  the 
name  of  Bloom. 

On  the  same  day»  June  7tb»  1824,  the  board  of  commissioners  also 
appointed  Milton  McNeal  treasurer,  and  David  Risdon  collector  of 
taxes  for  Seneca  county. 

Nathan  Whitney  was  allowed  two  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  for 
three  days'  services  in  listing  Thompson  township;  Joseph  Osborn  was 
allowed  three  dollars  and  seventy- five  cents  for  listing  Eden;  George 
Park  was  allowed  one  dollar  and  eighty-seven  and  a  half  cents  for  list- 
ing Clinton;  and  Joseph  Keeler  was  allowed  two  dollars  and  twenty- 
five  cents  for  listing  Ft.  Seneca  township. 

David  Smith,  for  his  services  as  clerk  for  the  commissioners,  was 
allowed  three  dollars  for  three  days. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  (who 
were  elected  in  October  previous)  on  the  7th  day  of  December,  1814. 
the  petition  of  William  Anway  was  presented  to  the  board  for  the  or- 
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ganuation  of  Scipio  luwnsbip.  The  reason  for  such  org^mmuori 
claimed  in  the  petition  is  the  fact  that  there  were  sixteen  legai  vaiers 
residing  in  the  territory  composed  of  Scipio  and  Reed,  and  the  board 
granted  the  petition  accordingly. 

At  the  same  session,  Neal  McGaffey  presented  a  petition  for  the 
opening  of  a  county  road  from  the  public  square  in  Fort  Ball  to  the 
public  square  in  Tiffin,  across  the  river  by  the  most  suitable  ground*  On 
the  same  day  the  township  of  Hopewell  was  organized,  including  Lou- 
dan,  and  an  election  ordered  to  be  held.  The  trustees  to  be  elected 
were  authorized  to  lake  charge  of  the  school  lands.  Seneca  township 
was  then  reduced  to  what  now  conslittiteij  Seneca  and  Big  Spring. 

On  the  8th  day  of  December,  1824,  the  county  commissioners  cast 
lots  to  ascertain  how  long  each  was  to  serve ;  whereupon  it  was  found 
that  Thomas  Boyd  was  to  serve  for  one  year,  Benj,  Whitmore  for  two 
years  and  Doctor  Dunn  for  three  years.  Ever  since  that  time  Seneca 
county  has  elected  but  one  commissioner  each  year,  except  when  by 
death  or  resignation  the  election  of  another  became  a  necessity. 

The  same  day  the  board  rented  from  George  Park  his  north  chamber 
for  a  county  clerk  and  auditor's  office,  and  agreed  to  pay  him  one 
dollar  per  month  for  the  use  of  the  same*  The  chamber  was  a  parLof 
Eli  Norris*  old  tavern.  The  ground  where  it  stood  is  now  covered  by 
the  National  Hall  block.  At  the  same  time  Clinton  was  fixed  to  its 
present  status,  and  an  election  ordered. 

William  Cornell  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  standard  measure,  the 
device  of  the  seal  to  be  a  circle  with  the  letters  therein,  "sen.  co.,  oHiO." 

On  the  sixth  day  of  June,  1825,  commissioners  were  appointed  to 
locate  a  road  in  Crawford  township,  T.  1,  S.  R.  13  E.,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose met  at  the  house  of  Jas*  Whitickcr,  on  the  6th  day  of  July  following. 

Wm.  Harpster  was  allowed  two  dollars  for  listing  Sycamore  township; 
Jesse  Gale  the  same  amount  for  listing  Crawfordt  township.  It  would 
therefore  appear  from  this,  that  the  commissioners  of  Seneca  county 
exercised  jurisdiction  over  Crawford  county  until  it  w^as  organized. 

At  the  same  session  the  commissioners  settled  with  the  auditor  and 
treasurer,  and  found  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  latter  of  $13.46. 

Mr.  Hedges  had  built  a  two  story  frame  house  on  the  lot  immediately 
north  of  the  court  house  square,  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  the  east 
end  of  the  Commercial  bank  and  the  office  of  the  Seneca  Advertiser, 
The  second  story  was  used  as  a  court  room  and  the  lower  three  rooms 
for  offices.  The  first  court  in  Seneca  county  was  held  in  this  frame 
house,  and  that  was  the  court  house  of  Seneca  county  until  the  brick 
roun  house  was  built  in  1836. 
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Judge  Kbenezer  l.ane,  of  Norwalk.  who  was  the  circuit  judge  of  the 
judicial  district  of  which  Seneca  county  formed  a  part,  held  the  nrst 
court  in  Seneca  county,  on  the  12th  day  of  April.  1S24.  I'nder  the  old 
constitution  of  Ohio,  the  circuit  judges  were  appointed  by  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  term  of  seven  years.  There  were  also  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  three  associate  judges  in  each  county  for  the  term  oX  seven 
years.  These  associate  judges  weiV  not  lawyers,  but  were  selected 
from  the  business  men  of  the  county,  generally  from  the  party  that  had 
a  majority  in  the  Legislature  for  the  time  being.  These  associate 
judges,  with  the  presiding  or  circuit  judge,  formed  the  court,  a  majority 
of  whom  was  necessary  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

The  first  associate  judges  appointed  for  this  county  were  William 
Cornell.  Jaques  Hulburd  and  Matthew  Clark.  This  court,  at  its  first 
session,  appointed  for  the  clerk  of  the  court,  //v  Av//,  Neal  McUaftey, 
and  for  county  surveyor  David  Risdon. 

The  court  lasted  about  thirty  minutes,  and  then  adjourned  for  want 
of  other  business. 

On  the  1 2th  day  of  October,  in  the  same  year,  the  first  annual  elec- 
tion was  held  in  the  county,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected, 
viz :  sherifi",  Agreen  Ingraham  ;  coroner,  Christopher  Stone :  auditor, 
David  Smith;  commissioners,  Benjamin  Whitmore,  Thomas  Boyd  and 
Doctor  Dunn. 

The  court  in  this  year  appointed  Rudolphus  Dickinson  prosecuting 
attorney,  and  the  county  commissioners  appointed  Milton  McNeal 
county  treasurer. 

With  this  small  commencement  old  Seneca  started  on  her  proud 
career  to  future  greatness. 

Mr.  Dickinson,  being  the  first  lawyer  who  settled  in  Seneca  county, 
and  who  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  organization  of  the  county  and 
public  affairs  generally,  was  appointed  by  the  court  the  first  prosecuting 
attorney  of  the  county. 

He  was  born  at  Whateley,  Massachusetts,  on  the  28th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, 1797,  and  was  a  graduate  of  Williams  College  in  that  state.  Im- 
mediately after  he  left  college  he  came  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he 
taught  school  and  read  law  in  the  office  of  Gustavus  Swan,  in  that  city. 
After  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  located  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  in  the  year 
1824,  on  the  Fort  Ball  side,  where  he  joined  the  opposition  of  the  few 
settlers  against  Mr.  Hedges  in  his  efforts  to  build  up  Tiffin.  Mr.  Dick- 
inson was  appointed  by  the  court  the  first  prosecuting  attorney  of  the 
county.  His  name  is  identified  with  the  first  cases  tried  in  the  early 
sessions  of  the  courts  of  Seneca  county.     He  was  the  attorney  for  Jesse 
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Spencer  in  the  suit  against  Mr,  Hedges  about  the  brush  dam,  the 
most  celebrated  among  the  early  cases  tried  in  the  county.  In  May, 
1826,  Mr.  Dickinson  resigned  his  ofiice  of  prosecuting  attorney,  and 
Abel  Rawson  was  appointed  his  successor.  In  the  same  month  Mr, 
Dickinson  removed  to  Lower  Sandusky,  and  in  18^7  he  married  the 
daughter  of  John  Beaugrand,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Lower  San- 
dusky and  who  at  an  early  day  was  a  partner  of  General  John  E,  Hunt, 
of  Maumee  City.  Mr.  D,  took  great  interest  in  schemes  for  starting 
the  public  works  of  the  state,  in  which  he  occupied  a  high  prominence 
among  his  cotemporaries.  Among  these  public  enterprises  were  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  and  the  Western  Reserve  and  Maumee  Road. 
He  was  a  qpcmber  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  from  1836  to  1845. 
During  this  period  the  state  of  Ohio  suffered  great  financial  embarrass- 
ment,  and  her  credit  ran  down  to  fifty  per  cent,  below  par,  her  bonds 
selling  for  fifty  cents  on  the  dollar.  Mr.  Dickinson*s  influence  with  the 
leading  men  of  the  state  and  the  Legislature,  contributed  largely  in 
saving  the  credit  of  the  slate  and  preventing  the  entire  suspension  of 
public  improvements. 

Mr.  Dickinson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1846,  and  re-elected  in 
1848.  He  died  soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  second  term  of 
his  service  at  the  city  of  Washington  in  1849,  on  the  20th  day  of  March, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-one  years,  two  months  and  twenty-two  days. 

On  the  fourth  day  of  July,  1825,  the  commissioners  of  Seneca  county 
held  an  extra  session  of  the  board  to  receive  proposals  and  bids  for  the 
buiWing  of  a  jail  in  Tiffin.  Benjamin  Whitmore  and  Doctor  Dunn 
were  present.  The  bids  were  opened  and  the  contract  awarded  to  Eli- 
jah Fargurson,  he  being  the  lowest  bidder,  for  the  sum  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars,  payable  when  the  work  was  completed.  Josiah  Hedges 
was  surety  on  the  bond  of  Mr.  Fargurson  for  the  promp  compliance 
with  his  agreement  to  perform  the  same. 

The  early  settlers  will  remember  this,  the  first  public  building  put  up 
in  Seneca  county.  It  stood  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  present  court 
house  square,  and  was  made  of  hewed  logs  fitted  tightly  on  the  top  of 
each  other,  with  hewed  logs  for  the  ceiling  and  heavy  oak  plank  for 
the  floor.  The  doors  were  made  of  double  planks  with  wagon  tires 
bolted  across  them  for  hinges,  and  a  large  padlock  on  the  door.  There 
were  two  rooms  in  this  log  jail^ — one  on  the  east  side  and  the  other  on' 
the  west  side.  The  windows  were  cross  barred  with  heavy  tire  iron. 
To  the  south  end  of  the  jail  was  attached  a  frame  building  as  wide  as 
the  jail,  (about  twenty  feet),  with  a  narrow  stairway  to  the  garret,  and 
two  small  rooms  below.      This  frame  part  was  intended  as  a  residence 
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CHAPTER   XI. 


JESSE  SPENCER--COUNTY  ROAD  FROM  PORT  BALL  TO  TIF  FIN- WOLF  SCALPS 
-ORGANIZING  TOWNSHIPS  IN  CRAWFORD  COUNTY-BUILDING  THE  FIRST 
BRIDGE— FIRST  KILN  OF  BRICKS-DAVIO  BISHOP-FINAL  ORGANIZATION 
OF  ALL  THE  TOWNSHIPS-HISTORY  OF  THE  BUILDING,  THE  BURNING 
AND  THE  RE-BUILDING  OF  THE  COURT  HOUSE-BUILDING  THE  STONE 
JAIL-THE   NEW  JAIL, 


IN  A  former  chapter  it  was  said  that  the  Indian  reservations  were 
not  surveyed  into  sections  until  after  the  Senecas  had  left  the 
country  ;  but  this  statement  should  be  qualified  so  as  to  except  the 
Armstrong,  the  McCuHoch  and  VanMeter  sections. 

Robert  Armstrong  and  the  heirs  of  McCulloch  had  full  power  to  dis- 
pose of  their  respective  reservations  in  any  manner  they  sgiw  fit,  after 
the  patent  from  the  United  States  had  been  issued  to  them.  The  tfans- 
fer  required  only  the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
endorsed  thereon. 

l^e  patent  from  the  United  States  to  Robert  Armstrong  was  issued 
under  the  treaty  aleady  mentioned,  and  bears  date  of  October  12,  1823, 

On  the  agih  day  of  the  same  month  Armstrong  sold  and  deeded  four 
hundred  and  four  acres  of  his  reservation  to  Jesse  Spencer,  for  three 
thousand  dollars.  The  deed  from  Armstrong  to  Spencer  was  approved 
by  President  Monroe,  and  signed  by  him  in  his  own  hand  writing.  The 
part  of  the  Armstrong  reserve  sold  to  Spencer  extended  from  the  San- 
dusky river  westwardly.  Mr.  Spencer  laid  out  and  platted  the  village 
of  Oakley,  including  the  old  stockade,  (Fort  Ball,)  and  extending  down 
the  river  to  the  railroad  bridges,  and  west  to  somewhere  near  the  B.  & 
O.  depot.  It  was  not  much  of  a  town,  even  on  paper.  No  trace  of  it 
can  anywhere  be  found,  and  Mr,  Spencer  never  caused  any  record  to 
be  made  of  this,  his  first  town  in  Seneca  county*  The  only  buildings 
the  town  of  Oakley  ever  contained  were  the  log  cabin  hotel  of  Mn 
Bowe  and  the  cabin  of  Mr.  David  Smith,  near  where  the  stove  works 
now  are.  The  cabin  of  Mn  Agreen  Ingraham  was  up  on  the  hill  where 
the  aristocracy  afterwards  settled,  around  about  McNeal's  store,  after 
Mr  Spencer  laid  out  Fort  Ball. 

Mr.  Gilford  Bowe  says  his  father's  hotel  stood  near  the  bank  of  the 
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river,  mod  right  in  WasMnglon  street,  close  by  ihc  ni)rth  cml  of  the  iron 
bridge.  The  old  army  road  passed  close  by  it  The  hotel  was  pulled 
down  when  Spencer  oi>eneti  a  street  that  way  in  his  Fori  Ball 

In  less  than  two  years  from  the  time  Mr.  Spencer  bought  ihc  jj^rt  ui 
the  Armstrong  serrion,  as  above  stated,  he  laid  out  Oakley*  then  Fori 
EalU  built  the  brush  dam  and  the  s^w  miU.  became  involved  in  about 
tuo  dozen  law  suits,  had  a  half  dozen  knock-downs,  sold  his  town, 
brush  dam  and  saw  mill  to  Mr,  Hedges,  and  quiL  The  deed  from 
Spencer  to  Hedges  for  Fort  Ball  is  dated  June  i6,  XS15,  In  this  deed 
Spencer  reserved  to  btmseU'  some  in-lots  and  oi^t-lota  of  fais  town  of 
Fort  Ball 

Mr.  Spencer  came  here  from  Perry  county,  Ohtu.  where  he  formerly 
lived.  It  seems  thai  the  locality  and  the  people  here  failed  to  meet 
the  approbation  of  Mr.  Spencer,  and  he  withdrew  his  rompanv  and  his 
interest  from  the  county  soon  after  his  sale  to  Mr.  Hedges 

The  viewers  appointed  on  the  county  road  petitioned  lui  ic.nling 
from  the  public  square  of  Fort  Ball  to  the  public  square  in  Tiffin,  and 
those  on  another  petition  for  a  county  road  leading  from  the  public 
square  in  Tifftn  to  the  public  square  in  Fort  Ball— two  distinct  sets  of 
viewers,  an<i  two  distinct  lines  of  roads — reported  unfavorably  on  both. 
Mr.  Neal  McGaflfey  thereupon,  on  the  8th  day  of  June,  18^5,  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  appeal  the  case  to  the  Court  of  Common 
Fleas.  There  is  no  record  to  show  the  fate  of  the  roads  in  the  court 
The  streets  of  Fort  Ball,  as  laid  out  by  Spencer,  seem  to  have  supplied 
the  great  want  of  a  county  road  running  from  McNeal's  store  to  the 
court  house  square  in  Tiffin,  and  the  appeal  was  never  prosecuted. 

On  the  19th  day  of  March,  1827,  the  commissioners  passed  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  auditor  to  draw  an  order  on  the  treasurer  for 
the  sum  of  two  dollars  extra,  and  in  addition  to  the  sum  of  four  dollars 
paid  by  the  state,  for  the  scalp  of  every  wolf  killed  in  Seneca  county. 
These  beasts  were  very  numerous  here  at  that  timei  and  a  very  great 
annoyance  to  the  pioneers.  It  was  almost  impossible  to  keep  any 
poidtry,  hogs  or  sheep.     They  would  even  attack  and  kill  young  calves. 

One  would  naturally  suppose  that  the  wolves  would  flee  from  the 
approach  of  the  settlers,  but  wild  and  shy  as  they  naturally  arc,  and 
however  hard  as  it  may  be  to  get  a  shot  at  one  in  day-time,  yet  they 
made  themselves  sociable  about  the  cabins  at  night.  Their  howling  at 
night,  hideous  as  it  sounds  by  itself,  seemed  to  echo  through  the  forest 
in  long  vibrations,  especially  in  a  dark,  cold  night  of  winter. 

When  the  cold  lasted  any  length  of  time,  it  was  dangerous  to  be  out 
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after  night  without  a  torch,  and  domestic  animals,  unprotected,  were 
sure  lo  be  killed.     Wolves  are  afraid  of  fire. 

They  seemed  to  be  more  numerous  in  Seneca  than  in  any,  adjoining 
county,  and  were  found  most  plenty  along  the  Sandusky  river,  and 
along  the  several  branches  of  Wolf  creek,  which  was  very  appropriately 
named  after  them. 

By  the  law  of  the  state,  four  dollars  were  paid  for  wolf-scalps,  and 
every  county  was  authorized  to  add  such  additional  sum  to  the  four 
dollars  as  the  commissioners  would  order.  The  counties  adjoining 
Seneca  refused  to  add  any  further  sum  to  the  state  premium  on  scalps, 
and  the  two  dollars  added  in  Seneca  became  a  great  inducement  to  kill 
wolves  in  Seneca  county.  Money  was  exceedingly  scarce  in  those 
days,  and  hard  to  get.  The  idea  of  raising  six  dollars  in  money  for 
one  wolf*s-scalp,  excited  the  skill  and  avarice  of  many  a  pioneer. 
Men  would  work  on  farms,  at  trades,  at  anything,  a  whole  month  for 
that  much  money  and  board — ^yes,  and  then  very  often  take  their  pay 
in  store  goods,  or  other  barter,  at  that* 

The  greater  number  of  wolves  that  were  killed  were  caught  in  traps 
made  expressly  for  wolves.  Those  that  were  shot  were  comparatively 
few.  The  ingenious  trapper  was  the  most  successful  man  to  get  the 
premiums  on  scalps.  Some  of  these  trappers  in  Hancock,  Wood, 
Sandusky,  Huron  and  Crawford,  living  near  the  county  line — yes,  and 
some  of  those  that  lived  a  considerable  distance  away — when  they  found 
a  wolf  in  the  trap,  in  making  the  morning  rounds,  would  strike  the  wolf 
over  the  head  with  a  club  and  thus  stun  and  disable,  but  not  kill  him. 
Then  they  would  hitch  a  horse  or  an  ox  to  a  sled,  and  haul  wolf  and 
trap  into  Senecii  county,  and  there  finish  killing  the  wolf;  so  that  the 
trapper  could  make  an  affidavit  that  the  wolf  was  killed  in  Seneca. 
This  county  paid  for  many  a  scalp  of  a  wolf  that  was  caught  in  some 
other  county.  There  was  money  in  it.  The  result  was,  that  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years  the  wolves  became  very  scarce.  Along  towards 
the  year  1840,  scarcely  any  scalps  were  presented  for  premium. 

After  the  organization  of  Seneca,  and  before  Crawford  county  was 
organized,  the  commissioners  of  Seneca  county,  upon  petition  for  that 
purpose,  organized  three  townships  in  Crawford,  as  follows,  viz: 

On  the  7th  day  of  December,  1824,  upon  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Chaeffee,  Crawford  township  was  ordered  to  organize,  and  to  hold  an 
election  on  the  a5th  day  of  December,  1824,  at  the  house  of  said 
Chaeffee,  then  and  there  to  elect  three  trustees  and  a  treasurer,  to  lake 
charge  artd  dispose  of  the  school  lands  belonging  to  said  township. 

On  the  7th  day  of  March,  1825,  the  said  commissioners  ordered  that 
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the  ongin^il  surveyed  townships:  No.  i  in  the  15th  range,  No.  1  in  the 
i6th  range  and  No,  i  in  the  17th  range,  south  of  the  base  line,  be  set 
ofT  and  organized  Into  one  township,  and  to  be  known  by  the  name  of 
Sycamore  township,  antl  that  a  similar  election  be  held  therein  on  the 
25th  day  of  March  next  ensuing. 

On  the  same  day,  said  commissioners  also  ordered  that  the  lnhab> 
itants  and  qualified  electors  in  the  original  surveyed  township  one, 
south,  range  thirteen,  be  notified  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Jesse  Gale, 
on  the  last  Saturday  of  March,  1825,  and  elect  trustees,  etc.  This 
township  is  now  in  Wyandot  county. 

On  the  7th  day  of  March,  1826,  said  commissioners  also  ordered 
that  the  original  surveyed  township  one,  south,  range  fourteen,  be  set 
off  from  the  township  of  Crawford  and  organized  into  a  legal  township, 
to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Tymochtee^  and  that  the  qualified  electors 
therein  meet  on  the  first  Monday  in  April  next,  at  the  house  of  Joseph 
Chaeffee,  in  Crawford  township,  and  those  in  Tymochtee  to  meet  at 
the  house  of  Jesse  Gale,  and  then  and  there  to  elect  trustees,  etc. 

The  first  effort  to  build  a  bridge  in  Seneca  county  by  the  public 
authorities,  was  made  by  the  commissioners  on  the  2d  day  of  August, 
1827,  when  they  met  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  consideration  the 
propriety  of  building  a  bridge  across  Rocky  creek,  at  the  east  end  of 
Market  street,  in  Tiffin.  1  hat  was  the  end  of  this  effort,  and  no  other 
step  was  tal^en  to  build  this  bridge  until  the  6th  March,  1834,  when  the 
board  appropriated  $50,  and  appointed  Marquis  Y.  Graff  to  superintend 
the  work.  Reuben  Williams  did  the  work.  It  was  made  of  very  heavy 
oak  timber,  and  lasted  until  it  became  dangerous  to  cross  it,  when  tlie 
trustees  of  Clinton  township  erected  the  present  stone  bridge  in  its  place. 

On  the  5th  day  of  June,   1827,  Mr.  Agreen   Ingraham,  having  been 
elected  treasurer  of  the  county,  was  required  by  the  board  to  give  bond  ! 
in  the  sum  of  $5,000. 

At  the  December  session  of  the  same  year,  the  commissioners  allowed 
W^rn.  Toll,  who  was  deputy  sheritT  and  jailor,  $3*46  for  boarding  prisoners. 

Thpmas  Chadwick  burnt  the  first  kiln  of  brick  during  the  summer  of 
this  year,  and  furnished  brick  to  build  a  chimney  in  the  jail,  for  which 
he  was  allowed  the  sum  of  $22.50. 

Joseph  Pool  was  paid  ,<  14.00  for  laying  the  floor,  and  William  Toll 
was  paid  $23.50  for  building  the  chimney. 

The  votes  cast  in  Seneca  county  for  state  senator  were  ordered  to  be 
returned  to  Delaware  t:ounty,  which  was  then  a  part  of  this  senatorial 
district,  and  the  county  that  cast  the  largest  number  of  votes  in  the 
district. 


At  the  same  session,  Benjamin  Pettinger  was  [t:iiu 
used  in  building  the  jaiK  Nails  were  then  a  rarity,  and  just  coming 
into  use.  There  were  no  nails  used  in  Imilding  cabins,  as  we  shall  see 
hereafter.  If  a  man  were  to  be  compeHed  to  build  a  house  now-a-days 
without  nails,  he  would  scarcely  know  how  it  could  be  done.  It  was 
no  trick,  at  all,  for  a  piyneen 

David  Bishop,  who  had  come  to  Tiffin  about  one  year  before  this 
time>  was  appointed  keeper  of  weights  and  measures^  by  the  board  at 
this  session. 

Bishop  was  a  sort  of  character  by  himself.  He  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  and  a  rival  of  Reuben  Williams  in  that  line.  He  was  a  large» 
powerful,  muscular  man.  FVancis  Bernard  was  a  stone  and  brick 
mason.  He  and  Bishop  had  a  great  many  fights*  and  when  Bernard 
was  sober,  he  would  almost  invariably  whip  Bishop;  and  Bernard's 
friends  charged  Bishop  with  cowardice,  because  he  would  never  whip 
Bernard  except  when  he  (Bernard)  was  drunk.  Bishop  was  the  auc- 
tioneer for  a  long  time,  and  a  wonderful  man  to  talk  and  boast.  He 
was  friendly  to  everybody — kind  and  hospitable — and  was  afterwards 
elected  sheriff  of  the  county.    He  was  a  good  officer,  and  faithful  to  duty. 

On  the  ist  day  of  June,  1829,  Reed  township  was  organized  to  its 
present  limits. 

Dr.  Williams,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  will  be  found  elsewhere  herern^ 
insists  that  the  township  was  named  for  Seth  Read,  and  by  him.  Read 
was  an  early  settler  there,  and  a  singular,  original  sort  of  a  character. 
The  doctor  says:  **The  name  of  the  township  ought  to  be  spelled  as  it 
was  first  intended — ^R-e-a-d". 

In  the  early  records  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  and  in  the  plead- 
ings of  the  lawyers,  the  name  of  Eden  township  was  spelled  E-a-t-o-n. 

Pleasant  township  was  organized  with  its  present  boundaries,  June  6, 
iSjt;  Loudon  township  was  organised  with  its  present  boundaries,  but 
no  cleciian  was  ordered  until  upon  the  application  of  Charles  W.  Foster, 
who  says  in  his  petition^  that  there  were  twenty  electors  in  Loudon,  and 
asks  fur  an  order  to  hold  the  first  election,  to  have  the  school  lands^taken 
care  of.  So  ordered  on  the  4th  of  March,  1854.  At  the  March  term, 
183J,  the  auditor  of  the  county  for  the  first  time  became  ^.ir-*>^r/V>  clerk 
of  the  board  of  commissioners.  At  this  session,  the  bond  of  the  county 
treasurer,  having  theretofore  been  fixed  at  515,000,  was  reduced  to  $S,ooo. 

Thompson  was  organized  within  its  present  limits,  March  5,  1833. 

At  the  December  session,  1853,  on  the  3d  (Tay  of  said  month,  the 
following  other  townships  were  organized  as  now  known,  vhi  Scipio, 
Adams,  Clinton,  Pleasant,  Loudon,  Big  Spring. 
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Lfberty  township  was  organised  on  the  5th  day  of  June  1832,  wJthm 
its  present  limits,  upon  the  petition  of  John  L.  Fleck,  and  an  election 
ordered.  , 

Jackson  township  was  organized  within  its  present  limils  on  the  4th 
day  of  December,  1^*32,  and  an  election  ordered. 

Thus  every  township  in  the  county  was  organized,  the  election  of 
township  officers  ordered,  and  the  government  of  the  county  completed. 

In  organizing  Clinton  township  as  originally  surveyed,  adding  to  it 
the  portion  lying  west  of  the  river,  which,  for  the  sake  of  convenience. 
and  for  want  of  a  bridge  across  the  Sandusky  river,  had  for  a  time  been 
attached  to  Hopewell,  the  proposition  met  with  a  strong  opposition. 
Nearly  everybody  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  signed  a  remonstrance. 
The  spirit  of  opposition  to  Tiffin  had  spread  from  Fort  Ball  clear  to 
and  all  along  the  east  line  of  Hopewell,  and  it  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of 
luxury  when  an  opportunity  offered  itself  to  fight  Tiffin  and  the  east 
side.  But  the  board  fixed  the  boundary  as  it  now  is,  and  the  feeling  of 
resentment  gradually  abated. 

For  want  of  a  court  house,  the  several  county  officers  furnished  their 
own  rooms  and  presented  their  accounts  for  the  rent  to  the  board  of 
commissioners  for  allowance,  Mr,  Rawson,  the  county  recorder,  was 
allowed  office  rent  for  the  year  ending  December  6,  1832,  ten  dollars. 
The  other  officers — clerk,  auditor,  sheriff,  etc.,  received  about  the  same 
amount. 

When  the  old  frame  building  above  described,  in  which  the  courts 
were  held  for  awhile,  became  too  small — for  it  was  very  inconvenient 
— the  county  commissioners  made  arrangements  with  the  officers  of  the 
M.  E.  church  to  have  the  courts  held  in  their  church,  for  which  they 
paid  $()  to  ^12  a  session,  as  rent.  The  grand  jury  and  the  petit  juries 
were  furnished  rooms  in  the  hotels. 

This  Methodist  church  was  the  largest  public  building  in  town.  It 
stood  on  the  lot  now  occupied  by  Joseph  Harter  as  a  marble  shop,  with 
the  gable  end  to  the  street,  one  story  high,  built  of  brick.  The  supreme 
court  and  the  circuit  courts  were  held  there  up  to  the  time  when  the 
new  court  house  was  finished,  and  after  the  old  frame  building  was 
abandoned.  , 

For  several  years  the  question  as  to  the  propriety  of  building  a  court 
house  was  agitated  by  the  people  and  by  the  board  of  commissioners, 
and  finally,  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1828,  the  board  resolved  to  meet 
again  on  the  24th  day  of  the  same  month,  at  the  present  place  of  hold- 
ing the  court. 

March  24,  1S28 — At  this  meeting  the  board  ordered  that  notice  be 
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given  for  the  rcce|:»uon  of  proposals  to  build  a  court  hous^e,  and  that 
the  commissionL-rs  wd!  ineet  for  that  purpose  on  the  14th  day  of  April 
then  next  following. 

April  14^  1828 — Board  met,  etc.j  and  say  in  their  entry,  *^not  sold/* 

Nothing  further  was  done  towards  building  a  court  house  until  in 
the  session  of  the  commissioners  on  the  5th  day  of  December,  1833, 
when  they  appointed  John  Baugher  and  Calvin  Bradley  a  committee 
to  proceed  to  the  county  seats  of  Loraine,  Portage  and  Richland,  and 
take  a  correct  description,  together  with  the  cost,  etc.,  of  each  court 
house  in  the  said  counties,  and  report  the  same  to  the  board  at  their 
meeting,  on  Friday,  the  27th  day  of  December,  1833. 

This  was  the  first  step  towards  building  a  court  house  that  looked 
like  business, 

John  Seitz,  M«  V.  Graff  and  John  Crtim  were  then  the  commissioners. 

December  27,  1833 — Board  met  and  adjourned  to  January  3,  1834, 
when  they  again  met  and  received  the  reports  of  Baugher  and  Bradley, 
The  expense  of  the  trip,  ^93.80,  was  allowed.  Adjourned  to  Friday, 
January  17,  1834.  At  this*  meeting  it  was  ordered  that  a  court  house 
be  built  of  brick,  and  that  notice  be  published  for  proposals,  etc.,  up  to 
February  13^  1834. 

February  13,  1834 — Board  met  and  adjourned  to  next  day. 

February  14,  1S34 — The  board  contracted  with  John  Baugher  to 
build  the  court  house  for  ^9,500,00. 

March  4,  1834 — David  Campbell  was  paid  ^2.00,  printer's  account 
for  publishing  notice  for  proposals. 

March  5»  1834^ — Calvin  Bradley  was  paid  §15,00  for  draft  and  speci- 
fications. Brow^n  ik  Magill's  printers'  account  of  ^3.25,  was  also  paid. 
Jacob  Stem  was  appointed  as  agent  to  negotiate  a  loan  of  $6,000,00  ta 
pay  for  the  court  house,  and  a  bond  was  issued  to  him  for  that  purpose, 

March  15,  1834 — Mr.  Stem  reported  that  the  amount,  $6,000.00,  was 
deposited  in  the  Baltimore  Savings  Institution,  Maryland.  Thereupon 
the  board  loaned  this  amount  to  Mr,  Stem  until  the  interest  should 
compensate  him  for  his  trouble. 

June  3,  1834; — The  board  allowed  Mr.  Stem  $8.55  for  postage  by  him 
expended  in  procuring  the  loan. 

June  7,  1834 — I1ie  board  advanced  to  John  Baugher  $250.00  on  his 
contract  to  build  the  court  house. 

On  the  first  day  of  August,  1834,  the  Commissioners  caused  the 
following  entry  to  be  made  in  their  journal,  viz: 

The  coamiissionerH— John  Seitx,  John  Crum  and  Nicholas  Gcetcbins, 
pn*9«9nt— paid  John  Baugher  two  thousand  dollars,  and  took  his  receipt  on 
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liis  l>on(l  ilu'injx  th*'  first  i)aynieiit  towards  tlio  court  lioiise  in  Tilfiii.i    Also, 
received  Jacob  SU'm's  note  for  twenty-live  dollars,  ])eiiij^  the  interest  on  liis 
note  (whicli  was  jfiven  liini  by  his  paying?  the  two  thousand  dollars  which  * 
Joiiii  Bauj^her  receipted  to  the  commissioners.)    The  commissioners  fixed 
tlic  spot  and  staked  out  tlie  ground  for  tlie  court  house,  and  adjourned. 

March  8,  1836 — The  board  of  commissioners  made  this  further  entry 
on  their  journal,  viz: 

Paid  John  Baugher  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars;  also,  a  county 
order  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  eighteen  dollars,  the  whole  amounting 
to  one  thousand  dollars. 

August  19,  1836,  the  further  entry  was  made  on  the  commissioners* 
journal,  viz: 

Settled  w4th  John  Baugher  and  accepted  the  court  house,  and  paid  him 
the  balance  of  three  thousand,  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and 
seventy-six  cents  in  orders  on  the  county  treasurer,  and  an  order  on  Jacob 
Stem  for  the  balance  of  said  Stem's  note  of  seven  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
dollars— making  the  sum  of  S4,047.76,  which,  with  the  moneys  heretofore 
paid,  makes  the  sum  of  S9 ,.500.00,  the  full  payment. 

They  then,  also,  paid  Uriah  P.  Coonrad,  for  notifying  James  Gray, 
S1.50;  apd  James  Gray  $1.00  for  inspecting  the  court  house. 

On  the  same  day  the  board  made  an  agreement  with  John  Baugher 
to  furnish  the  court  house  with  benches,  tables,  etc.;  with  Frederick 
Kridler  to  furnish  chairs  and  settees,  and  with  Luther  A.  Hall  to  furnish 
the  stoves. 

On  the  same  day  David  E.  Owen  resigned  his  office  of  county 
auditor,  and  the  commissioners  appointed  Levi  Davis  to  fill  the 
vacancy,  who  entered  into  bond,  and  took  the  oath  of  office. 

The  history  of  the  building  of  the  first  court  house  in  Tiffin  is 
recorded  here  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  may  be  interested  in,  or  desire 
to  know,  the  steps  that  were  taken  from  time  to  time,  from  the  begin- 
ning to  its  completion,  and  the  names  of  the  persons  that  figured  in 
the  work.  Of  all  the  men  that  were  engaged  in  the  work,  from  the 
<H)mmissioners  down  to  the  hod-carriers,  there  are  only  three  still 
living,  viz:  Mr.  Adam  Wilhelm,  now  living  in  Seneca  township;  Mr. 
looter  Simonis,  now  living  in  Carey,  Wyandot  county,  Ohio;  and  Mr. 
I'^ngelman,  a  carpenter,  living  in  Findlay,  Ohio.  The  others  have  all 
jL^one  to  their  long  homes. 

On  the  nth  day  of  January,  1836,  the  following  entry  was  made  on 
the  journal  of  the  commissioners,  viz: 

The  board  proceeded  to  fill  a  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  expiration  of  the 
icrni  for  which  Abel  Rawson  was  appointi»d  recorder  for  Seneca  county, 
to- wit:  On  the  10th  day  of  January,  1829,  bv  the  court  of  common  pleas,  for 
12 
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Hrven*  >eai*3  thent*e  nt^xt  fnUowirig,  whicli  time  having  expired,  the  bcuinl 
uppoiuts  tlie  said  Ab**l  Haw»im  recorder,  as  nforesaiil,  ;ind  vintil  the  next 
luiuiml  October  ele«tioiK     '         *  JOIIX  SKITZ, 

LOIIENZO  .UJBOTT, 

rommissiotii^rH. 

The  county  recorder  was  first  elected  by  the  people  in  October,  A. 

A  very  curious  entry  was  made  on  the  journ;A)  of  the  rommissioner*t 
on  the  6th  day  of  December,  rSjS,  in  the  following  words  and  figures, 
to-wit. 

Jutdah  Ueiiges  presented  a  petition  from  simdrj^  iuhabitauta  of  Adam» 

and  Pleasant  t4>wnshipa,  pniying  for  a  new  township  to  be  uuide  out  of  the 
above  named  townships*  to  be  callefl  "^Sulphur  Springs."*  After  lakiag  8ai<l 
petition  into  consideration,  they  protest  the  same,  arid  petitioners  go  heikoi* 
from  w  lience  they  came. 

The  first  step  taken  for  the  purchase  of  a  farm,  and  the  ^ectioo  of 
a  county  infirmary  for  Seneca  county,  was  the  entry  on  the  journal  of 
the  county  commissioners,  on  the  7th  day  of  June,  1841,  upon  the 
petition  presented  by  Jacob  W.  Miller  and  others,  on  the  3d  day  of 
March,  1841.  The  petition  was  read  at  this  session,  and  postponed  for 
further  consideration. 

While  writing  on  the  subject  of  this  court  house,  it  may  be  well  to 
state  here,  in  connection  with  the  subject,  the  circumstances  of  the 
burning  of  the  court  house^  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  same. 

The  reader  must  not  look  for  any  chronological  arrangement  in  this 
work,  as  there  is  no  effort  made  towards  order  in  time  in  the  relation 
of  subjects.  This  is  not  intended  as  a  reference  book.  Its  object  is  to 
preserve  descriptions  of  early  times  and  scenes;  the  memories  of  men 
and  women  who  first  built  homes  in  this  forest,  then  called  Seneca 
county;  recollections  of  their  manner  of  living;  their  trials  and  hard- 
ships; their  pleasures  and  their  griefs;  their  virtues  and  their  vices;  to 
please,  and,  if  possible,  to  instruct.  The  data  were  so  carefully 
collected  that  they  may  be  relied  upon  with  confidence. 

The  spring  term  of  the  court  of  common  picas  was  appointed  to 
commence  its  session  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday^  the  24th  day  of 
May*  1841.  The  sheriff,  on  the  Saturday  previous,  the  22d,  cleaned 
out  the  court  room,  and,  dusting  off  the  seats,  left  thew^indows  open  to 
let  the  dust  escape.  .They  were  found  in  that  condition  when  the 
people  came  together  after  the  alarm  of  fire.  The  window  in  the  little 
room  of  the  northeast  corner,  up  stairs,  however,  was  shut.  The  men 
who  burstcd  in  the  door  to  this  room  were  repulsed  by  the  fire  and 
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and  could  save  nothing  of  its  contents.     The    Tiffin  Gazettf. 
of  May  29,   1841,  says  in  its  editorial  *on  thai  subject: 

Our  village,  which  haa  hithert6  het?n  t*xempt  from  ciilamtty  |jy  flre,  hjis*  al 
lant  been  robbed  of  its  most  splendid  oniHuient  }»y  tins  deHtructivf  a^t!nt. 

Our  late  lieautiful  ciuirt  ]iouHe  \i^  tjow  h  heap  nf  ruins.  It  was  dis*'ovi?rerI 
to  be  on  tire  l)etMeeu  two  anit  tlireij  oV!i»rk.  Sunday  niominiyi  lai*t,  tty  wlntli 
time  the  llanjesljad  inadeBUcU  pro^aess  iliat  it  was  impossible  to  arrest  tlieni 
by  any  meann  tbe  citizens  had  at  eonmiand.  The  result  was  the  totcil 
'destruetion  of  the  l»uildiu^.  Total,  we  say,  for,  althougli  a  large  portion  «»!' 
the  wuUh  are  yet  stiuiding,  It  will  n(»t,  we  tlunk,  Iw  fonnd  expedient  to  allitu 
them  to  remain  its  part  of  the  new  edifice.  The  eourt  house  eontained  the 
oflicreu  of  the  recorder,  treasurer,  auditor,  sheriff,  clerk  t»f  court,  antl  grand 
jury  room,  which  was  occupied  by  Messii*.  Cowderj^  and  Wilson. 

The  recordcr*s  office  was  then  in  the  southwest  comer,  and  the 
records  were  easily  secured,  being  the  farthest  away  from  the  fire. 
The  greater  part  of,  and  all  the  important  records  in,  the  clerk's  ofhce, 
were  saved.  Very  little  injury  was  done  to  the  books  ^n  the  auditor's 
office.  The  sheriff,  also,  saved  most  of  his  important  papers;  but  all 
the  papers  in  the  treasurer's  office  were  destroyed,  A  strong  current 
of  wind  carried  the  flames  in  that  direction,  and  drove  the  people 
away.  Richard  Williams  had  his  law  office  in  the  treasurer's  room» 
and  lost  his  entire  library. 

Cowdery  and  Wilson  got  out  of  their  office  everything  of  value,  as 
ihey  thought;  but  when  the  back  stair-case  and  wooden  partition  wall 
attached  thereto,  took  fire  and  threw  a  brilliant  light  into  their  room, 
which  was  also  on  the  ground  floor,  Mr.  Cowdery  came  to  the  writer^ 
while  I  was  helping  to  save  the  records  in  the  clerk's  office,  and  said: 
**  William,  there  is  a  case  of  pigeon  holes  containing  valuable  papers  in 
our  office,  yet.  I  wish  you  would  jump  in  and  save  them  for  us;  yon 
are  single,  and  if  you  get  killed,  there  is  neither  wife  nor  child  to  cry 
after  you/*  I  thought  the  proposition  a  very  reasonable  one,  and 
jumped  through  the  window  and  saved  the  papers.  The  pigeon  hole 
case  was  just  commencing  to  blaze. 

The  court  house  was  considered  fire-proof.  Oak  logs,  hewed  one 
foot  square,  were  laid  close  together  over  the  whole  lower  story.  These 
were  covered  with  sand  eighteen  inches  deep.  The  idea  was  this; 
That  if  the  upper  story  should  ever  burn,  the  sand  on  these  logs  would 
arrest  the  further  progress  of  the  fire,  and  save  the  records  and  papers 
below. 

It  seemed,  however,  that  when  the  back  stairway  caught  fire,  it  com-' 
municated  with  the  logs  very  rapidly.     A  slight  current  of  wind  carried 
the  flames  all  along  the  ceiling  of  the  offices;  and  the  office  of  Cowdery 
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ajui  Wilson,  being  close  lo  the  stair  case»  had  the  logs  burnt  nearly 
through  at  this  iimei  and  the  sand  had  comtncnced  pouring  down.  One 
jump  brought  me  into  the  south  window  of  the  office,  when  three  log*;, 
with  about  twenty  loads  of  sand  on  top,  fell  down  into  the  office. 
Another  jump  out,  larrded  me  on  my  hands  anil  feet  on  the  ground,  with 
the  rheers  of  the  crowd  on  that  side;  but  before  1  could  get  up,  the 
whole  cornice  on  the  south  side  fell  and  nearly  covered  me;  but,  as 
gQod  fortune  would  have  it,  a  piece  of  the  cornice  that  Ml  dose  by. 
end-ways»  opuraletl  as  a  prop  to  the  balance,  and  I  was  pulled  from 
under  the  rubbish  without  injury* 

After  the  first  alarm  of  fire,  a  few  bucketfuls  of  water  would  have 
been  suflicient  to  put  it  out.  It  was  then  just  breaking  through  the 
cornice  and  roof,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  house.  There  was  no 
way  to  reach  the  fire.  There  was  no  fire -engine,  no  hooks,  no  ladders, 
no  fire  company.  The  people  were  as  helpless  as  children,  and  doomed 
to  stand  by  and  see  their  new  and  beautiful  couri  house  bum  down. 
They  did  all  they  could  do.  They  saved  the  records,  some  of  the 
furniture,  and  the  neighboring  buildings. 

There  was  a  great  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  fire. 
Some  laid  it  lo  incendiarism;  others  laid  it  to  Mr.  John  Elder,  who  was 
deputy  clerk,  for  leaving  his  candle  burning  in  his  room  in  the  upper 
story,  immediately  below  where  the  fire  first  broke  through.  John  was 
seen,  late  in  the  evening,  coming  down  stairs,  dressed  up,  and  some 
tipie  after  the  roof  was  all  ablaze,  came  back,  being  dressed  for  Sunday. 
He  had  a  bed,  his  clothing,  books,  and  some  furniture  in  the  room,  and 
slept  there.  Be  this  as  it  may,  Sunday  morning.  May  23,  found  the 
court  house  in  ashes  within  its  walls.  The  gable  ends  had  fallen  in, 
and  all  the  chimneys  but  one. 

On  the  Monday  following,  Mr,  David  Bishop,  a  most  daring,  reckless 
man,  in  some  way  got  up  on  to  the  north  wall  and  walked  eastward 
towards  the  only  chimney  yet  standing,  and  just  as  he  stretched  out 
his  hand  to  touch  it,  it  fell  outside  to  the  ground*  How  Mr,  Bishop 
avoided  falling  after  it,  is  simply  a  miracle. 

The  commissioners,  at  their  June  session  thereafter,  paid  Mr.  Joseph 
Walker,  as  trustee  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  church,  ^25  for  the  use 
of  their  church  in  holding  the  May  term  of  the  court  for  that  year. 

On  the  lolh  day  of  June,  1841,  the  county  commissioners  ordered 
as  follows: 

That  the  Jiudit4»r  be  required  to  give  public  notice  by  adviU'tiBt*meut  in  iht^ 
Van  Jiurrnifc  and  Tijffin  Gazettt,  of  Tiffin;  the  Ohio  Stutfrnnan  nnd  Ohio 
Sfnfe  Jmirnal^  of   Cohinibus;   the   Aonrntk  Exprrimml,  of  Non^aUc;   the 
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Sandititky  Democrat^  of  Lower  Sandusky;  and  the  Findlay  Courier^  of 
Findhiy,  until  the  22d  day  of  July  next,  for  rebuilding  and  completing  the 
court  house  without  delay. 

On  the  23d  day  of  July,  1841,  the  board  contracted  with  John 
Baugher  to  build  a  new  house,  using  the  walls  of  the  old  house,  which 
were  considered  all-sufficient,  and  have  ever  since  so  proved  to  be — 
/.  <r.,  the  carpenter  and  joiner  work  and  painting,  for  $3,080.  Jacob 
Emich  contracted  for  the  brick  work,  furnishing  all  necessary  material, 
for  $800.  Allison  Phillips  contracted  for  the  plastering  work,  with  the 
material,  for  $450. 

At  the  January  session,  1843,  of  the  board  of  commissioners,  the 
new  court  house  was  accepted  and  occupied. 

In  1866,  an  addition  was  made  on  the  east  end  of  the  court  house, 
with  a  vault  and  safe  for  the  treasurer,  and  vaults  made  to  preserve  the 
records  and  papers  in  the  other  offices.  The  addition  constitutes  the 
office  of  the  recorder  and  treasurer,  with  grand  and  petit  jury  rooms 
above. 

On  the  9th  day  of  June,  1843,  the  county  commissioners  contracted 
with  Ephraim  Riker  to  build  the  jail  and  sheriff's  residence,  on  Mad- 
ison street,  for  $3,487. 

In  1877,  the  new  jail  on  Market  street  was  built. 
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THE  WOOD-CHOPPER-HOW  TO  BUILD  A  CABIN-THE  DIFFERENCE  BETWEEN 
THE    SETTLERS -THEIR     BENEVOLENCE    AND     HOSPITALITY  —  PiONEER 

GIRLS   -RUSTIC    FURNITURE  —  THE    HOMINY    BLOCK  -  THE    HANDMILI 

GOING   TO   MEETING-INDIAN  VISITORS-^NATURAL    FANNING   M1LL--THE 
LIFE  IN  THE  WOODS  FOR  ME  '-HOME-MADE  CLOTH-YOUNG  AMERICA. 


'*8ome  love  to  roam 
O'er  tlif  whit**  Bt^a  fuam. 

Where  the  wiltl  winds  wlnsili-  free; 
But  a  chosen  band 
III  a  forest  land 

A  till  11  life  in  the  wcKHts  for  me." 


THE  ENEMIES  of  the  country,  red  and  white,  had  been  subdued 
and  driven  away  by  victories  and  treaties,  and  the  frontier  made 
safe  and  protected  against  their  atrocities,  Now  the  forest  was  to  be 
conquered :  diseases  incident  to  frontier  life  to  be  met  and  endured  ; 
swamps  to  be  drained  ;  roads  to  be  opened  and  bridges  to  be  built ; 
lands  to  be  cleared  and  fenced;  \ii'e  to  be  sustained  for  several  years 
without  any  income — without  having  anything  to  sell;  and/ first  of  all. 
a  cabin  to  be  built— a  home  to  be  secured. 

Money  was  very  scarce.  Every  dollar  the  immigrants  had  was 
invested  in  land,  as  a  general  thing.  Among  those  who  afterwards  were 
considered  the  most  wealthy  were  men  who  cleared  lands  for  others  at 
fifty  cents  per  day,  boarding  themselves,  or  for  eight  to  ten  dollars  per 
acre,  to  raise  money  for  indispensable  neressaries  of  life,  or  to  pay 
taxes.  Many  pioneers  were  compelled  to  work  on  the  canals,  to  get  a 
little  money,  leaving  their  families  alone  in  thp  woods  for  months  at  a 
time.     (See  chapter  on  *'Canal  System/') 

The  *V>ak  openings'*  in  Thompson  township,  undulating  and  "fair  to 
look  upon,"  covered  with  beautiful  wild  flowers  from  early  spring  to 
late  in  the  fall,  attracted  the  attention  of  men  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
of  some  from  New  York,  who  were  seeking  for  places  to  build  homes 
in  the  west. 
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he  settlers  along  Siher  creek*  Honey  creek.  Rocky  i  r  '  the 

river  were  from   Maryland*   Pennsylvania,  New  York*  Vi    ,  Ken- 

tucky, and  from  southern  Ohio.  The  German,  Irisli  and  French 
iminigTants,  a  vast  majorily  of  whom  located  west  of  Uie  ri%*ef,  he^cni^j 
the  life  in  the  woods  here  about  the  year  ;829,  and  continued  their* 
coming  until  about  1850,  The  larger  part  of  them  came  hither  between 
1830  and  1840.  The  settlers  east  of  the  river  were  principally  native 
Americans,  and  familiar  with  the  customs^  habits,  manner  of  living, 
bvfs  and  language  of  the  people — could  buy  and  sell  without  an  inter- 
preter, and  transact  all  kinds  of  business  in  their  own  American  way. 
Not  so  with  the  emigrant  from  a  foreign  land.  Every ihfng  was  new 
and  strange  lo  him  ;  the  language  of  the  peojile,  their  laws,  manner  of 
living*  even  the  tools  they  worked  with — all,  all  was  new  and  strange. 

There  never  was  a  people  in  lhe  world  that  could  beat  the  Americans 
in  the  use  of  the  axe,  and  as  a  wood  chopper  the  American  frontiers* 
man  never  had  his  equal. 

Perhaps  it  did  look  awkward  lo  see  a  man  raise  his  axe  over  his  head 
to  chop  down  a  tree,  hacking  into  it  all  around  in  some  fashion  to  get 
it  down.  But  this  was  no  laughing  matter;  the  thing  had  lo  be  learned 
by  experience.  The  foreigner  had  no  wood  to  chbp  in  the  land  of  his 
birth.  A  crooke<l  axc-handle,  and  such  an  axe,  were  not  in  use  in  his 
country  at  that  time.  An  American  roming  upon  a  German  diopping 
in  llie  woods,  would  often  stop  and  show  him  how  to, j«'i>r/^,  and  not 
raise  the  axe  perpendicularly,  etc.  The  teacher  was  kind  enough  in 
his  grat^ntous  lesson,  and  while  his  talk  was  all  'Most  upon  the  desert 
air/'  the  foreigner  saw  the  utility  in  the  swing,  and  soon  became  an  apt 
scholar.  The  manner  in  which  the  tall  timbers  along  Wolf  creek 
came  down  to  let  the  sun  shine  in  upon  the  ground^  was  one  of  the 
very  many  testimonials  that  proved  how  rapidly  the  man  from  western 
Europe  became  Americanized,  and  especially  the  German. 

There  was  another  distinguishing  feature  between  the  American 
and  foreign  frontiersman.  The  American,  familiar  with  his  language 
and  the  habits  of  his  people  and  having  a  knowledge  of  what  he 
was  to  meet  in  the  west,  accustomed  to  the  use  of  loolSj  etc.,  had  no 
ocean  to  cross  to  come  here.  He  found  his  neighbors  >o  be  his  own 
countrymen.  He  could  pack  his  household  j^oods,  with  his  family,  ittlo^ 
a  wagon,  drive  his  cattle  before  him,  and  when  the  spot  was  selcctt; 
where  he  would  build  his  home  it  did  not  take  him  very  long  to  make' 
himself  and  his  loved  ones  comfortable^at  least  comparatively  so. 
The  settler  from  a  foreign  land  was  compelled  to  reduce  his  household 
goods  to  the  smallest  possible  quantity,  on  account  of  the  vast  distanci 
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be  hatl  to  travel  from  his  native  hills  and  valleys  to  find  a  place  in 
locate,  in  the  the  woods  of  Seneca  county. 

And  hither  he  came  without  a  domestic  animal,  without  any  knowl- 
edge of  the  country  or  the  people  here,  snthout  any  preparation  m 
meet  the  task  that  his  new  life  demanded  of  him,  often  without  looU 
and  generally  without  the  knowledge  how  to  use  them.  Those  oC  you, 
American  neighbors,  who  were  at  home  here,  and  had  means  to  help 
yourselves  with,  may  perhaps  imagine^  but  you  never  could  realise,  the 
heart- aches  and  hardships  this  difference  created,  and  what  the  manivhu 
had  paid  his  last  dollar  for  the  piece  of  land  upon  which  he  now  came, 
with  his  wffe  and  several  small  children,  to  build  a  cabin — destitute  n\' 
almost  everything  except  his  iron  will  and  industry— had  to  undergo. 
When  he  met  his  American  neighbor  he  could  not  tell  him  what  he 
wanted.  Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  indeed  very  hard  to  fight 
the  battle  of  life  in  the  forest; 

But  in  these  trying  times  there  was  one  great  virtue  almost  universal 
among  all  classes  of  people,  without  distinction  as  to  nativity,  race  or 
religious  athliations^ — a  virtue  that  towered  above  their  mighty  oaks» 
brighter  than  a  beacon  light,  as  warming  in  its  effects  as  the  rays  of  a 
summer  sun,  cheering  as  a  mother's  smile,  and  soothing,  like  a  calm 
from  the  gardens  above.  It  was  that  generous,  broad,  innate,  heaven- 
born  hospitality  that  characterized  the  settler  in  the  woods.  As  misery 
loves  company,  the  man  who  had  himself  realized  the  same  scene,  was 
ijuick  to  furnish  the  necessary  relief.  It  was  not  considered  a  hardship 
at  all,  when  several  of  the  neighbors  came  with  their  axes,  a  yoke  of 
oxen  and  a  log  chain,  cross-cat  saw,  froe,  maul,  etc.,  and  often  in  one 
day  put  up  a  log  cabin  and  covered  it  with  clap  boards  before  night. 
Another  day  or  two.  and  the  owner  had  put  up  a  fire  place  at  one  end 
and  a  door  in  the  side.  If  the  new  comer  could  re-pay  by  working 
back,  all  right ;  if  not,  it  was  all  the  same.  And  so  with  everything 
else.  A  favor  was  not  asked  in  vain  ;  for  it  was  granted,  if  possible,  as 
a  matter  of  course.     The  latch-string  was  always  out,  night  and  day. 

There  were  neither  castes  nor  classes  in  society  then.  Some,  it  is 
very  true,  were  in  much  better  circumstances  than  others,  even  then .; 
but  their  work,  their  deprivations,  their  hardships,  their  sufferings  and 
mutual  dependence  upon  each  other  in  the  hours  of  distress  and  need, 
together  with  their  social  gatherings,  brought  all  down  to  a  common 
level,  or  elevated  all  to  a  higher  plane  of  neighborly  love — as  you 
please  to  have  it — thus  forming  a  society  that  the  outside  world,  away 
from  the  frontier,  never  knew*  There  was  no  night  so  dark  or  stormy, 
no  swale  so  deep,  no  distance  so  great,  but  that  a  call  in  case  of  sick- 
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In  a  case  of  distress  it  \\as  r.o  unconimon  occurrence  for  a  lua:^  and 
his  wife  to  i:e:  ou:  of  a  warm  bed  in  the  d.ark  hours  ^M'  a  c^^;d..  w.nter"'^ 
ni^ht.  light  a  torch  made  of  the  bark  of  shell  hickory,  and  Icaxiui:  tlieir 
children  alone  in  the  cabin,  wind  their  way  ihrou»:h  the  ftMCNt.  throui;h 
snow  and  water  tor  miles,  to  tender  their  kind  otiices  tK>  a  MJiVerinj: 
neiirhbor. 

How  well  the  beautiful  words  of  the  poet  a^^^^ly  to  ;hi>  noble  pioneer 
neighborhood  : — 

**No  prtvious  jreni  that  i' nested  fortune  weai-s, 
Xor  priceless  i>earl  that  han^s  from  In^aulx  *s  eai"s. 
.Shine  Avith  such  lustre  as  the  tear  that  bivaks 
For  others'  wi»es  down  virtue's  manlx  cheeks/* 

To  go  three,  four  or  tive  miles  and  help  a  man  raise  a  cabin,  was  in 
the  order  of  things.  The  work  had  to  be  done,  and  the  man  couKi  not 
do  it  alone.  That  was  enough:  and  there  was  no  doilge  i»r  di>posMion 
to  get  away  from  it,  or  make  an  apology.  To  //r**/,  was  as  impcraiixe 
as  the  laws  of  the  Medes  and  Persians.  If  a  man  was  notified  \o  help 
at  a  ^'raising/'  and  did  not  put  in  an  appearance,  it  was  regarded  as  a 
failure  to  perform  a  binding  obligation,  and  a  rej)etition  o\  the  same 
had  a  tendency  to  injure  the  man's  character  in  the  esteem  of  his  neigh 
bors.  To  avoid  this,  a  man  would  often  neglect  his  own  alVairs  and  go, 
rather  than  be  talked  about  and  blamed  for  dodging  a  duly.  Noihiiig 
would  excuse  him  but  sickness  or  accident. 

If  boulders  or  other  stones  could  be  found  handy,  they  were  roUetl 
together  and  put  on  top  of  each  other,  to  form  the  back  and  sides  of  a 
fire-place.  A  clay  bank  would  answer  as  a  substitute.  The  sides  and 
back  of  a  fire-place  thus  made  secure,  the  next  tiling  was  to  lop  out 
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and  up,  a  chimney*  This  was  done  with  sticks  split  out  of  an  oak  log, 
laid  over  each  other  in  a  square  form  on  the  top  of  the  back  and  sides 
of  the  fire-place  until  a  hejghth  of  one  or  two  feet  above  the  comb  of 
the  roof  was  reached,  and  then  it  was  well  plastered  on  both  sides  with 
soft  clay.  If  tlag  stones  could  be  found  for  a  hearth,  very  good  ;  if 
not,  a  clay  hearth  answered  nearly  as  weli^  and  the  latter  was  the  most 
fashionable  hearth  in  all  that  part  of  the  country  where  stones  were 
scarce. 

In  building  a  cabin,  an  accomplished  '^corner  man*'  could  carry  up 
a  corner  in  less  than  one-half  the  lime  it  would  lake  an  ordinary  chop- 
per.  To  make  the  notches  fu  the  saddles  neatly,  required  both  skill 
and  practice;  and  by  looking  at  the  corners  of  a  cabin  it  was  very  easy 
to  tell  whether  the  corner  man  understood  his  business  or  not.  The 
porch,  or  **stoop,"  as  the  Yankees  used  to  call  it,  was  made  at  the  side 
of  the  cabin  where  the  road  was  expected  to  be  made  thereafter. 

On  the  first  or  second  logs  above  the  door  the  end  logs  on  that  side 
were  allowed  lo  run  as  far  out  and  over  the  side,  as  the  porch  was  to 
be  wide.  Upon  the  ends  of  these  projecting  logs  a  straight  log  was  laid 
length-wise,  and  formed  the  plate  of  the  roof.  As  the  gable  end  logs 
were  now  cut  shorter  to  form  the  roof,  poles  were  laid  on  these  length- 
wise also,  and  in  line  with  the  plate.  These  were  called  **ribs/*  and 
answered  the  purpose  of  rafters.  The  clap-boards  were  laid  on  these. 
A  clap-board  was  from  six  to  eight  inches  wide,  split  out  of  a  white  oak 
block  about  four  feet  long,  from  one-half  to  one  inch  in  thickness, 
and  was  laid  on  these  ribs  without  being  shaved.  These  clap-boards 
were  now  laid  down,  projecting  over  the  plate  about  six  inches.  At 
each  end  of  the  plate  a  wooden  pin  held  up  a  long  straight  pole,  which 
was  laid  on  the  fbp  of  the  clap-boards  to  hold  them  down.  Then 
another  layer  of  clap-boards  was  put  down,  and  another  long,  straight 
pole  placed  on  these,  and  so  on.  To  prevent  these  poles  from  slipping 
down,  sticks,  called  '^^knees/*  were  put  from  the  lower  pole  to  the  next 
one,  end-wise.  These  long  poles  were  very  appropriately  called  ^'weight 
poles,'*  for  they  held  the  clap-boards  down  and  Ippt  them  straii'hi, 
Thus  the  roof  was  made. 

Now  the  logs  were  cut  olT  in  the  side  of  the  cabin  where  the  duurs 
were  wanted,  down  to  the  lower  log.  The  doors  in  the  sides  were  gen- 
erally put  opposite  each  other,  for  several  reasons,  vizi  for  veatiJation, 
10  get  out  at  the  back  way,  and  very  often  to  let  the  horse  or  the 
ox,  that  had  just  hauled  in  a  back-log,  walk  out  at  the  other  door. 
without  being  put  to  the  necessity  of  turning  around. 

For  want  of  a  sawed  plank,  a  straight  piece  of  puncheon  was  used  to 
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fioid  «p  th^ims  of  the  logs  thus  sawed  oflf  for  the  door,  and  was  pinned 
against  these  ends  very  firmly,  forming  at  the  same  time  the  tloor  jamb. 
A  sheet  or  an  old  quilt  was  made  to  answer  for  a  door  until  some  boards 
could  be  procured  for  that  purpose.  These  were  hard  to  find.  Saw 
milh  were  scarcCj  and  often  far  a  way;  but  when  the  necessary  boards 
were  procured,  they  were  pinned  to  two  cross  pieces  split  out  of  a 
straight  block,  the  larger  end  of  which  projected  about  six  inches,  and 
having  an  inch  hole  through  it.  This  cross  piece  was  called  a  batten, 
and  while  it  served  that  purpose  it  was  also  a  hinge.  The  inch  hole  in 
the  projecting  end  of  the  batten  fitted  over  a  wooden  pin  put  into  ihc 
door  jamb,  standing  upright,  and  supplied  the  hook.  Next,  a  wooderi 
latch  and  catch  was  fixed  to  the  other  edge  of  the  door,  with  the  string 
by  which  the  latch  was  raised  running  through  a  small  hole  and 
hanging  down  outside,  and  the  door  was  done.  There  was  no  glass  to 
be  had  tor  the  window,  and  for  the  want  of  it  a  piece  of  paper  pasted 
over  the  hole  let  light  enrjuL^i  thrt)imh  to  see  by,  especially  when  the 
|)aper  was  greased. 

It  required  considerable  inccUanical  skill  to  make  a  good  puncheon 
floor.  The  puncheons  were  split  out  of  straight  oak  logs  and  hewed 
with  a  broad-axe  on  one  side,  then  spotted  on  the  other  to  fit  level  on 
the  sleepers  below.  All  this  required  a  knowledge  of  the  use  of  the 
broadaxe,  and  some  help.  For  want  of  either  of  these,  a  clay  floor 
was  made  by  filling  up  the^bottom,  as  high  as  the  lower  log,  with  clay; 
and  to  make  a  good  one  the  clay  was  mixed  with  water  and  an  ox  or  a 
horse  led  through  it  for  hours  at  a  time,  to  tramp  the  clay  into  a  paste, 
and  when  thus  prepared  it  was  pounded  with  a  piece  of  plank  and  lev- 
eled up  to  suit.  The  clay  floor  was  thus  even  with  the  lower  log,  and 
the  door  swung  nicely  over  it,  and  close  to  it.  This  kind  of  floor  kept 
the  wind  from  blowing  under  the  cabin,  added  to  its  warmth,  and  was 
easily  repaired.  For  want  of  boards  or  slabs  the  loft  was  useless  until 
these  could  be  procured;  then  a  ladder,  placed  in  a  corner  of  the  cabin, 
generally  near  the  fire-place,  led  "up  stairs."  The  spaces  between  the 
logs  were  filled  up  with  short  blocks,  called  ^*chinking,"  which  were 
wedged  together  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  their  falling  out-  The 
chinking  was  then  covered  with  a  coating  of  wet  clay,  inside  and  out. 

Now  the  cabin  was  completed,  and  formed  a  human  habitation  as 
good  and  as  comfortable  as  surrounding  circumstances  would  admit  of 
There  was  not  a  nail  in  the  whole  strutture.  Two  wooden  hooks 
pinned  against  one  of  the  joists  held  the  familiar  rifle  in  its  place,  ready 
for  use  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  always  in  reach,  for  the  ceiling  of 
the  cabin  was  never  very  high. 
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The  furniture  of  the  cabin  w^s  of  the  same  rustic  character  There 
were  no  large  warehouses  of  ready  made  cabinet-ware  in  those  days. 
Pieces  of  puncheon  furnished  with  legs  made  good  stools,  and  supplied 
the  want  of  chairs.  A  similar  piece,  only  larger  and  with  longer  legs, 
made  a  very  goad,  substantial  table.  Bedsteads  were  often  made  with 
but  one  post  "How  can  that  be  done?'*  you  ask.  A  two  inch  augur 
hole  was  bored  into  a  log  as  high  as  the  bedstead  was  to  be  from  the 
floor,  and  as  far  from  the  corner  as  the  width  of  the  bed;  then  a  simi* 
lar  hole  was  bored  in  another  log  as  far  from  the  same  comer  as  the 
length  of  the  bed.  Poles  were  then  driven  into  these  holes,  and  at  the 
point  where  these  crossed  each  other  they  were  cut  off,  and  the  ends 
driven  into  two  holes,  which  were  bored  in  a  post  at  the  same  heighth 
from  the  floor  as  the  holes  in  the  togs.  The  bottom  of  the  bed  was  made 
of  basswood  bark  twisted  and  run  over  the  poles  and  logs,  the  straps 
crossing  each  other  at  right  angles.  This  was  not  a  patent  spring  bot- 
tom, but  answered  the  same  purpose.  Small  pins  driven  into  the  joists 
held  up  the  bed  curtain  which  had  been  brought  from  home.  Thus 
the  cabin,  with  its  large  fire-place  and  crackling  fire,  began  to  assume 
an  air  of  rural  comfort  and  coziness  that  could  only  be  realized  in  the 
cabin  age. 

The  table  furniture  was  generally  of  tin  or  pewter.  lj|ueens-ware  or 
china-ware  were  not  only  expensive,  but  heavy  and  unsafe  to  take 
along  on  the  journey.  The  cooking  utensils  were  equally  as  simple 
and  prarticable.  A  tea  kettle,  Dutch  oven,  coffee  pot  and  skilk-i; 
sometimes,  a  reflector  to  bake  in,  constituted  the  most  essential  articles. 
The  handle  of  the  skillet  had  to  be  very  long  to  enable  the  cook  to  use 
it  without  getting  too  close  to  the  fire.  Very  often,  the  end  of  the 
handle  was  held  up  by  a  string  suspended  from  a  log  in  the  ceiling, 
which  was  very  convenient.  Pins  driven  into  the  logs,  with  boarcb 
laid  on  top,  formed  convenient  shelves,  and  everything  was  made 
handy  and  convenient  as  could  be. 

The  trees  near  the  cabin  were  now  brought  down  and  burnt  up,  ii 
start  a  clearing  and  open  a  patch  for  corn  and  vegetables.  The  patcH" 
was  enclosed  with  a  rail  or  brush  fence,  anil  those  who  knew  the  use  of. 
roasting  ears,  lived  in  clover  when  they  were  fit  for  use.  A  very  exce^ 
lent  cake  was  made  from  corn  that  was  a  little  too  hard  for  roastinj 
cars,  in  about  this  manner:  A  piece  of  tin,  perforated  from  one  side, 
made  a  grater.  The  corn  in  the  ear  was  rubbed  over  that,  and  a  sofl 
meal  secured,  which,  mixed  with  an  egg  and  a  little  salt,  made  a  vcr 
good  cake.  It  was  baked  in  a  skillet,  generally,  but  oflen  on  the  back 
of  a  shovel,  washed  clean,  and  set  up  before  the  fire  at  an  angle  of 
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about  45  degrees.  "Johnny-cake"  was  baked  that  way,  and  made  a 
very  good  substitute  for  bread.  A  piece  of  fat  venison  or  bear's  meat, 
with  corn  cake  and  a  glass  of  milk,  made  a  feast  "fit  for  a  king  to  eat." 

No  conquests  celebrated  by  royalty,  no  festive  night,  with  royal 
pomp  and  circumstance,  furnished  a  meal  so  free  from  heart-ache  and 
wrong,  so  full  of  true  happiness  and  real  enjoyment,  as  that  of  the 
pioneer  frontiersman. 

Afterwards,  when  people  could  afford  the  expense,  they  built  houses 
of  logs  hewed  on  two  sides — often  one  and  one-half — sometimes  two 
stories  high.  When  whitewashed  on  the  outside,  they  looked  very 
cleanly  and  comfortable. 

It  was  no  uncommon  occurrence  with  people  who  lived  near  the 
trails  of  Indians,  to  have  a  number  of  these  red  men  come  into  the 
cabin  and  lay  around  the  fire  all  night.  They  would  come  in  at  most 
any  hour  of  the  night,  without  making  any  noise,  and  in  the  morning, 
when  the  inmates  of  the  house  awoke,  they  found  the  Indians  sound 
asleep  on  the  floor,  with  their  feet  towards  the  fire.  The  cabin  door 
was  scarcely  ever  locked,  and  the  Indians  never  learned  the  custom  of 
knocking  at  a  door  to  be  allowed  admittance.  Parents  would  often 
leave  their  cabin  of  evenings  in  the  care  of  their  children,  to  sit  up 
with  a  sick  neighbor  some  miles  away,  when  Indians  would  come  in  for 
a  night's  lodging,  stay  all  night,  and  go  away  without  molesting  or 
<listurbing  anything. 

Flouring  mills  were  scarce,  and  often  far  off.  Gradually,  some  of 
these  useful  structures  sprung  into  existence  along  the  river  and  on 
Honey  creek;  but  even  then,  when  a  man  had  no  team,  he  continued 
to  experience  the  trouble  of  reducing  his  corn  into  meal  as  theretofore. 
The  corn  did  not  get  as  hard  then  as  it  does  now.  The  corn  patches 
were  in  the  woods,  in  spots  here  and  there  around  the  scattered  cabins, 
and  the  air  was  filled  with  moisture,  which  kept  the  corn  wet  and  soft. 
To  prepare  it  for  the  hominy  block,  or  the  mill,  it  had  to  be  dried 
before  the  fire,  for  it  would  not  shell  without  this  preparation. 

The  hominy  block  was  a  piece  of  a  log  about  two  feet  long,  set  up 
on  end,  with  a  hole  burnt  into  the  upper  end,  forming  a  mortar.  The 
end  of  a  hand-spike  was  split  to  receive  the  sharp  end  of  an  iron 
wedge,  which  was  held  to  the  handle  by  an  iron  ring  driven  down 
tightly  upon  it.  The  head  of  the  wedge  crushed  the  corn  in  the 
hominy  block,  and  thus  they  had  a  mortar  and  pestel.  The  corn  often 
required  a  great  deal  of  pounding  before  it  would  become  fine  enough 
for  meal.     The  meal  was   then  sifted,  and  the  finer  portion  used  for 
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cakei,  while  the  coarser  part  was  the  hominy.     Fanning  the  hominy  a 
little  while  in  a  tin  pan,  drove  all  the  shells  out  of  it. 

A  very  good  honimy  was  also  made  without  pounding  it,  by  soaking 
the  com  a  day  or  two  in  strong  lye  made  of  wood  ashes*  This  loosened 
the  shell*  and  softened  the  hard  part  of  the  grain.  The  lye  being 
poured  off  and  the  corn  soaked  again  in  fresh  water  for  awhile,  would 
swell  very  large,  and  lose  the  taste  of  the  lye,  and  w^hen  boiled  soft 
made  very  good  hominy. 

Some  of  the  settlers  who  had  ingenuity  enough,  and  could  find  flag 
stones  that  answered  the  purpose^  constructed  instruments  they  called 
*iiand  mills."  Let  me  describe  one  *»f  these,  for  they  answered  not 
only  the  purpose  of  the  family  that  owned  one,  but  also  that  of  the 
neighbors  round  about,  who  brought  their  corn  already  shelled  to  grind 
It,  When  two  or  three  of  the  neighbors  met  at  the  hand  mill  the  same 
evening,  one  had  to  wait  until  the  other  was  done,  and  it  often  took 
steady  work  until  away  beyond  midnight,  to  grind  corn  enough  for 
bread  to  last  during  the  next  day: 

It  was  a  very  simple  affair.  Two  stones,  about  twenty  inches  m 
diameter,  dressed  round,  formed  the  real  mill.  The  mill  was  erected 
near  the  chimney  corner.  The  lower  stone  was  made  stationary  on  a 
block;  the  upper  stone,  called  the  runner,  was  turned  by  hand  in  this 
wise:  A  pole  was  firmly  fixed  into  a  square  hole  on  the  top,  near  the 
edge.  The  upper  end  of  the  pole  entered  a  hole  in  a  board,  or  a  log- 
over  head,  loosely.  A  broad  hoop,  made  of  a  clap-board  shaved  thin, 
was  fixed  around  the  stones  to  keep  them  to  their  places  v^nd  keep  in 
the  corn.  One  person  would  then  turn  the  stone,  while  the  other  fed 
the  mill  through  a  hole  in  the  side  called  *'the  eye,'*  It  was  hard  and 
slow  work,  and  the  men  took  *'turn  about,'*  While  this  work  would 
take  two  men  two  hours  to  grind  meal  enough  for  the  family  for  the 
next  day,  yet  it  was  an  improvement  on  the  hominy  block,  after  all. 

The  old  saying  that  '^necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,"  never  1 
was  applied  any  where  with  greater  force  than  in  the  life  of  the  pioneer. 
As  soon  as  ground  enough  was  cleared,  and  wheat  could  be  raised,  no 
time  was  lost  to  try  it.  It  was  very  difficult  to  stir  up  loose  ground 
enough  between  the  roots  and  stumjis  to  receive  the  seed.  Wheal 
drills  would  have  been  of  no  value  then.  But  small  crops  were  raised 
in  the  start.  The  threshing  was  done  with  flails  or  thin  poles,  some- 
times on  the  ground,  cleared  up  for  that  purpose.  Now,  to  get  the 
chaff  away  from  the  wheat  was  another  difficulty.  When  the  wind 
would  blow,  a  sheet  was  spread  on  the  ground,  and  a  handful  of  wheat, 
held  high  up  over  the  sheet,  was  allowed   to   run   through   the  hamU 
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while  the  wind  blew  the  chafT  to  one  side — a  natural  fanning  mill. 
They  had  another  way  to  clean  wheat  when  the  wind  did  not  blow. 
Two  men  took  hold  of  the  four  corners  of  a  sheet,  and  wafted  it,  with  a 
strong  sweep,  towards  another  man,  thus  creating  a  current  of  air  in  his 
direction,  which  separated  the  chafif  from  the  wheat  as  it  fell  from  his 
hands  on  to  a  second  sheet  provided  to  catch  the  clean  grain.  This 
was  cleaning  wheat  in  a  calm, 

A  description  of  the  difficulties  in  getting  grinding  done  at  the  mills, 
is  given  in  a  former  chapter,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  here»  that 
that  inconvenience  was  a  very  general  one. 

Excepting  cases  of  sickness^  the  hardest  part  of  pioneer  life  was  the 
commencement  of  it,  and  more  so»  especially,  with  those  that  came 
here  without  a  good  preparation  for  the  task  such  scenes  would  neces- 
sarily require.  If  a  man  had  money  enough  to  go  into  the  older 
settlements  and  buy  for  himself  a  yoke  of  oxen,  he  was  considered  a 
**made  man/'  Those  that  had  no  team  at  all,  were  doomed  to  depend 
upon  those  that  had,  to  get  their  logging  done,  their  milling,  their 
plowing,  and  other  team  work.  This  was  attended  with  great  delay,, 
frequent  disappointments,  and  many  other  inconveniences,  as  may  well 
[be  supposed,  and  necessarily  made  progress  exceedingly  slow.  Horses 
were  also  a  rarity.  Oxen  did  nearly  all  the  work  a  team  had  to  do, 
and  were,  in  fact,  better  adapted  for  such  use  then  than  horses.  People 
that  had  oxen  and  a  wagon  attended  church  in  style;  others  had  to 
walk. 

For  want  of  churches,  religious  services  took  place  at  the  cabin  of 
some  settler,  and  it  made  very  little  difference  what  christian  denom- 
ination the  preacher  belonged  to,  for  the  people  would  attend  service 
any  way.  The  same  mutuality  of  feeling  was  well  sustained  when, 
afterwards,  funds  were  raised  to  build  churches.  People  would  subscribe 
and  pay  liberally  with  labor,  material  and  money  to  ilie  erection  of 
churches  they  did  not  belong  to  or  affiliate  with.  It  was  expected  of 
every  man  that  he  should  patronize  religion,  and  not  stand  aloof  when 
a  call  was  made  upon  him  for  such  a  purpose.  A  family  was  naturally 
supposed  to  belong  to  some  church.  Atheists,  infidels,  materialists  and 
deists  were  not  known,  or  did  not  care  to  be  so  designated.  This 
religious  feeling,  so  general,  allied  with  the  broad  benevolence  so  usual 
and  common  among  the  pioneers,  had  a  wonderful  effect  upon  society 
at  large,  and  directly  or  indirectly  compelled  men  to  be  sober,  honor- 
able, honest,  industrious  and  frugal,  in  order  to  be  entitled  to  attention 
or  respect  from  anybody.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  that  element  in 
frontier  society  did  not  live  to  reach  this  age  and  generation. 
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1 1  sh(iuld  HQt  be  lorgotten  that  there  were  no  bridges  across 
streamti  in  ihosc  days,  and  people  found  their  way  out  lo  some  open 
road,  or  to  n  neighbor*  by  following  biased  trees;  that  it  was  then 
necessary  to  wade  through  swamp-s,  climb  over,  or  walk  along  on  logs. 
Men  did  not  wear  polished  boots,  and  with  such  as  they  had,  could 
well  make  their  way  to  meeting  on  Sunday.  But  ladies  without  horses 
lo  ride,  and  no  team  of  any  kind,  had  to  get  to  church  as  best  they 
could— for  go,  they  would.  And  it  was  also  regarded  as  perfectly  in 
order  to  see  girls  carry  their  shoes  and  stockings  in  their  hands,  wade 
through  the  water,  and  after  walking  several  miles  through  the  woods, 
when  near  the  meeting  house,  sit  down  in  a  fence  corner,  or  behind  a 
big  tree,  and  put  on  their  shoes  and  stockings. 

After  the  meeting  was  over,  they  took  them  off  again,  and  walked* 
home  barefooted,  in  the  way  they  came.  Sometimes  a  beau  was  polite 
enough  to  carry  the  shoes  and  stockings  to  the  house,  and  thus  embrace 
the  opportunity  to  see  "the  old  roan." 

The  girls  were  as  pretty,  in  their  log  cabins,  as  ours  are  now  in  their 
«lrawing-rQoms,  and  equally  as  virtuous,  and  possessed  of  as  much  true 
womanhood  as  now,  to  say  the  least.  The  trails  of  their  dresses  were 
not  as  long  as  they  are  worn  now,  and  perhaps  the  texture  was  not  so 
fine,  but  they  looked  the  very  picture  of  health  and  beauty  in  their 
linsey-woolsey,  and  other  home-made  flannels;  and  if  you  married  one 
of  these  girls,  you  had  a  wife  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the  term,  and  a 
companion  for  life  that  would  stand  by  you,  come  what  would.  It  was 
not  necessary,  then,  to  hire  a  German  oV  Irish  chamber-maid  to  fan 
your  frontier  bride  while  she,  seated  in  a  rocking-chair,  played  her 
guitar,  or  hold  up  her  trail  as  she  stepped  into  her  carriage.  And 
there  was  no  need  of  a  French  cook,  chamber-maid,  and  a  laundry- 
girl — making  three — ^to  wait  upon  the  bride.  These  hangers-on  were 
all  dispensed  with.  The  kitchen,  the  parlor,  the  wash-room  and  the 
drawing-room  were  all  in  the  same  room,  and  the  fire  in  the  big  fire 
place  warmed  them  all. 

Courtships  among  young  people  had  their  inconveniences,  very  true, 
but  daughters  were  scarcely  ever  out  of  their  mothers*  sight,  and  at . 
their  social  gatherings  old  and  young  commingled  together. 

While  pioneer  life  had  its  rough  sides,  and  its  deprivations,  it  must 
not  be  supposed,  for  a  moment,  that  it  was  a  dark  and  gloomy  life» 
and  destitute  of  joys  and  pleasures.  There  is  a  certain  peculiar  pleasure 
attached  to  it  that  is  almost  indescribable.  Chopping  in  the  woods, 
burning  brush  and  log  heaps,  wife  and  children  joining  in  the  work: 
the  quiet  and  solitude  of  the  forest;  fishing  and  hunting;  the  relief 
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from  the  restraints  and  conventionalities  of  refined  society;  the  hope 
for  future  prosperity;  of  nearer  neighbors;  of  better  roads  and  markets; 
of  bridges,  stock-growing,  fields  enlarging,  sons  and  daughters  growing 
into  usefulness^ — ^ihese  and  a  thousand  and  one  other  incidents  made 
*'the  life*  in  the  woods*'  wonderfully  fascinating,  and  created  around  it 
a  halo  of  most  peculiar  happiness  and  loveliness.  Any  survivor  of 
that  generation  of  men,  will  now  exclaim,  when  recurring  lt>  tlume 
days:  ^'The  life  in  the  woods  for  me!" 

There  was  no  terror  in  the  howling  of  the  wintry  blast  when  the  liuic 
clearing  had  grown  large  enough  to  prevent  the  trees  from  falling  on 
the  cabin.  The  family,  snugly  tucked  away  in  their  warm  beds,  in 
the  little  cabin,  lit  up  from  the  big  fire-place,  were  not  annoyed  by  the 
howling,  whistling  and  whining  of  the  winds  in  the  tree-tops,  nor  by 
the  crashing  of  breaking  limbs,  and  the  thundering  of  a  big,  falling 
tree.  It  is  very  true,  that  some  of  us  who  had  to  sleep  aloft,  ofteYi 
found  our  shoes,  stockings,  and,  in  fact,  all  our  clothes,  even  our  bed- 
clothes, covered  by  a  bed  of  snow,  when  we  waked  up  in  the  morning; 
for  these  clap-board  roofs  would  let  the  snow  into  the  cabin  with 
wonderful  facility,  especially  when  the  wind  blew  with  itc  But  it  was 
the  work  of  a  moment  to  shake  the  snow  from  our  clothes,  and  get 
down  the  ladder  to  the  fire-place,  where  they  soon  dried. 

These  fire  places  were  generally  very  spacious,  occupying  nearly  the 
whole  end  of  the  cabin,  leaving  just  room  enough  for  a  ladder  to  go 
aloft  on  one  side,  and  for  a  cupboard  on  the  other.  The  back-log, 
about  six  feel  long,  and  two  or  three  feet  in  diameter,  if  green,  lasted 
longer  than  a  dry  stick,  of  course,  but  it  always  disorganized  the  house 
to  put  a  back-log  to  its  place.  It  was  handled  and  rolled  over  with 
hand-spikes,  and  when  in  its  place,  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  build  a 
good  fire  in  front  of  it,  thus  throwing  the  heat  forward  into  the  room. 

For  want  of  help  to  get  the  back-log  to  its  place,  it  often  became 
necessary  to  hitch  a  horse  or  an  ox  to  it,  and  thus  *' snake"  it  into  the 
house  lengthwise.  The  log-chain  was  then  unhitched,  and  the  **critter" 
led  out  of  the  opposite  door. 

The  wolves  passed  away  gradually,  and  no  longer  did  their  wretched 
howling,  long  drawn  out,  make  the  nights  hideous  about  the  lonely 
cabin.  Sheep  could  now  be  raised  with  greater  safety,  and  wool  and 
mutton  were  both  highly  valued.  Then  came  into  use  the  large  spin- 
ning wheel,  with  its  **boy,"  and  peculiar  hum.  Woolen  socks  became 
a  luxury.  Men  and  women  wore  homespun  clothing.  Weaving  looms 
became  plenty,  and  those  who  had  no  loom  could  get  their  cloth  woven 

by  a  neighbor,  very  cheap.     The  hemp  and  flax  were  spun  on  small 
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wheels.  Linen  warp  and  woolen  filling  made  linsey-woolsey.  This 
made  dresses  for  women  and  children,  and  wampuses  for  the  men  to 
vv^ork  in.  People  now  dressed  more  comfortably.  An  overcoai  of 
home-made  cloth,  with  a  double  cape,  was  very  becoming  to  the  back- 
woodsman in  his  wolf'skin  cap.  Many  of  the  long  winter  evenings 
were  spent  in  spinning  wool  and  flax^  some  using  the  reel,  some  the 
swift,  while  the  men  made  hickory  brooms  or  axe-handles.  Every  pne 
was  employed  until  bed-time.  The  little  cabin  looked  like  a  bee-hive 
on  a  large  scale. 

These  pages  are  not  intended  as  a  criticism  on  anybody,  or  anything. 
Their  object  is  merely  to  preserve,  from  oblivion,  scenes  and  incidents 
that  accompanied  the  time  and  the  circumstances  in  and  under  which 
this  beatiful  patch  of  country,  we  love  to  call  **01d  Seneca,'*  com- 
menced to  be  opened  to  civilization,  and  tl\e  memory  of  that  noble, 
heroic  class  of  men  and  women  who  devoted  their  lives  to  the  task^ 
and  who  are  fast  passing  away. 

It  is  questionable,  however,  whether  the  present  generation  is  pos- 
sessed  of  the  gratitude,  love  and  veneration  properly  due  to  its  pioneer 
friends^  for  what  they  did  and  endured  to  make  Seneca  county  what  it 
is.  Perhaps  there  is  not  as  much  of  that  filial  love,  affection,  veneration 
and  esteem  due  from  the  child  to  the  parent,  shed  abroad  throughout 
society  as  there  should  be.  Boys  talk  of  the  lime  when  they  shall  be 
twenty-one  years  old  and  then  be  their  own  masters — independent, 
free  to  do  for  themselves,  under  obligation  to  nobody.  They  call  the 
father  **the  old  man,**  the  mother  **the  old  woman/* 

It  sounds  so  cold  and  so  hard,  so  distant  jv^d  so  void  of  love»  and 

*" seems  to  ignore  everything  the  honored  parents  did  to  make  *' Young 

America"  to  be  a  man.     There  is  no  duty  that  love  enjoins  upon  the 

human  heart,  more  sacred,  next  to  the  love  of  God,  than  the  filial  love 

and  alTcction  a  child  owes  its  parents. 

If  this  is  a  world  of  cause  and  effec  t,  it  can  scarcely  be  prcsumetl 
that  a  violation  of  this  law  is  not  followed  by  the  penally. 

A  good  story  is  told  of  a  man  who  had  an  old  father  living  with  him 
who  was  nervous,  and  trembling  with  age.  His  wife  was  a  very  cleanly 
and  tidy  woman.  The  old  father  often  spilled  his  food  on  the  table 
cloth,  and  they  made  him  'sit  at  a  small  table  in  a  comer,  by  himself. 
Even  there  he  occasionally  broke  a  dish,  being  unable  to  control  his 
nerves.  • 

One  day  the  son  look  an  axe  and  chopped  at  a  block*  making  a  liiite 
trough.  His  little  boy,  by  his  side,  asked  him  what  he  was  making, 
and  the  man  told  the  child  that  he  was  "making  a  trough  for  ^'rand-pap 
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to  eat  out  of."  This  answer  put  the  little  fellow  into  a  deep  study,  and 
after  awhile  he  looked  up  and  said  to  his  father:  "Pa,  when  you  be  an 
old  man,  I  will  make  a  trough  for  you,  won't  I?"  The  man  dropped 
his  axe,  took  the  little  fellow  by  the  hand,  and  walked  into  the  house. 

When  I  see  Young  America  driving  his  fine  horses,  hitched  to  a 
splendid  buggy,  with  silver-plated  harness,  irice  whip  with  a  blue  ribboa 
tied  half-way  up,  holding  the  lines  in  his  kid-gloved  hands,  going  "two- 
forty  on  the  plank"  over  roads  that  his  old  father  made  through  a  dense 
forest,  chopping  down  the  trees,  cutting  them  into  logs,  and  hauling 
them  away  with  a  yoke  of  oxen,  to  enable  him  to  drive  between  the 
stumps;  then  wait  a  long  time  before  the  stumps  decayed,  so  that  a  furrow 
could  be  drawn  to  grade  the  road  and  let  the  water  run  away, — I  would 
like  to  tell  the  young  man  to  sometimes  think  of  these  things.  When 
I  see  "Young  America"  standing  at  the  corners  of  streets,  with  boots 
nicely  polished,  fine  broadcloth  suit,  fine  silk  hat  sitting  on  one  ear^ 
walking-cane  of  the  latest  style,  with  a  cigar  stuck  in  his  face  at  an 
angle  of  forty-five  degrees, — though  all  this  may  be  very  nice — I  would 
most  kindly  whisper  into  the  ear  of  my  young  friend  to  remember,  also, 
his  honored  father,  who,  in  his  honest  home-spun,  with  his  pants  in  his 
boots,  worked  hard  all  his  life,  struggling  against  poverty  and  want,, 
and  all  other  hardships  that  belonged  to  pioneer  life. 

The  reading  of  the  history  of  one's  country  should  tend  to  create 
patriotic  pride.  Why  should  it  not  also  stimulate  a  renewed  and  a 
higher  veneration  for  the  fathers  and  mothers  that  made  the  history? 

Pioneer  tales  and  reminiscences  may  have  a  charm  in  them  for  some, 
but  others  do  not  care  to  read  them — regard  them  as  they  would  a  fish 
story,  and  remain  undecided  whether  they  shall  believe  them  at  all,  or 
not. 

Well!  It  is  for  only  the  better  part  of  human  nature  that  this  book  is 
written,  any  way. 

So  mote  it  be. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARD  TIFFIN— A  BIOGRAPHY. 


IT  IS  SAID  ihat  Governor  Tiffin,  of  ChilHcothe.  was  a  particular 
friend  of  Mr.  Jo&iah  Hedges,  at  the  time  the  latter  laid  out  and 
platted  Tiffin,  and  for  that  reason  named  his  town  after  his  friend. 

There  are  so  many  incidents  and  historic  events  interwoven  with  the 
life  and  public  services  of  Governor  Tiffin,  and  there  is  so  much  beauty 
in  his  private  life  and  character,  that  to  withhold  them  from  the  reader 
seemed  wrong  to  the  writer,  especially  after  so  much  research  and  unex- 
pected success  in  securing  the  material.  Some  may  be  glad  to  presence 
a  memoir  of  the  distinguished  and  illustrious  pioneer  after  whom  the 
capital  of  our  county  is  named. 

The  peculiar  traits  of  character  of  Doctor  Tiffin,  as  a  leading  man  in 
his  day,  associated,  as  he  was  in.  his  public  life,  with  men  of  strong 
minds  and  remarkable  ability,  tended  largely  in  starting  our  noble  state 
on  her  proud  career.  The  old  ** Buckeye  state''  was  especially  favored 
in  being  led  intc>  the  constellation  of  this  union  of  states  hf  the  hands 
of  such  distinguished  patriots  and  statesmen  as  met  in  the  territorial 
legislature  in  Cincinnati,  and  in  the  first  constitutional  conventioUi  in 
Chillicothe,  from  179S  to  1805,  and  after.  They  stamped  their  own 
individuality  upon  their  lime,  directed  the  first,  infantile  steps  and 
dciennined  the  destiny,  of  the  young  and  growing  state, 

There  are  three  daughters  of  Governor  Tiffin  still  living — two  in 
Chillicothe  and  one  in  Cincinnati,  as  the  following  documents  will 
show.  The  letters  annexed  prove  the  kindness  thai  the  family  of  Tiffin 
seem  to  have  inherited  from  their  honored  father,  and  their  readiness 
to  assist  in  the  work  of  giving  to  the  readers  of  these  pages  a  faithful 
memoir  of  the  person  and  character  of  (iovernor  Tifhn. 

Upon  the  suggestion  of  Mrs.  L.  R,  Dresbach,  pf  TifKn,  and  being 
informetl  thai  a  Doctor  Comegys,  living  in  Cincinnati,  was  a  distant 
relative  of  the  Governor,  the  writer  addressed  a  letter  to  him.  Upon 
this,  answers  were  received,  and  the  material  furnished  from  which 
the  sketch  of  Governor  Tiffin  is  written: 


^^ 


^^ 
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Cincinnati,  Januar>^  21, 1880. 
My  Dear  Sir:— 

Yours  of  the  nth  inst.  receive<l.  I  enclose  a  memoir  of  Governor  'Fiffln 
written  in  18*10,  The  preface  explains  it,  I  hat!  intended  writinjir  a  fuller 
jRu^ount  of  his  cf  istinguished  ciireer,  but  seem  never  to  find  the  time. 

The  Governor  was  a  man  of  medhim  stature,  dark  chestnut  hair,  deep 
blue  eyes,  a  pure  type  of  English  features  and  rather  florid  complexion,  very 
;ictive  in  movements  and  quk'k  in  his  mental  actions. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  juiswer  any  further  questions.  1  am  pleased  to  de8  your 
effort  to  do  justice  to  the  noble  pioneer  race. 

Very  Respectfully, 

W.  Lang,  Est^.  0.  G,  COMKGYS. 


Cincinnati,  January  24, 1880, 

Dkar  Sir:—  [ 

Yours  of  the  22d  inst,  is  received.  Gov,  Tiffin  Jiad  no  children  by  his  Hrst 
wife;  by  the  second  five— one  son  and  four  daughters.  Three  of  the  latti^r 
are  living,  viz:  Mrs.  M.  8cott  (!ook,  (Mr.  Cook  is  the  uncle  of  Mrs,  President 
Hayes),  Miss  Diathea  Madison  Tiffin,  botli  residing  in  Clrillicothe,  and  Mrs. 
Comeg>s,  wife  of  Dr.  Comegys,  of  CiiKMunati.  The  okl eat  daughter  is  dead. 
8he  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Reynolds,  Esq.,  of  Urbana,  Oliio,  Ills  miJy 
S4in,  Edward,  was  killed  in  18^53  by  an  accident  on  the  Erie  Railroad  at  Yon- 
kei'S,  N,  Y.  lie  was  a  young  physician  and  returning  from  Paris,  where  he 
had  been  residing  for  two  years  for  medical  observation. 

I  will  write  to  Miss  Tilhii,  who,  1  hope,  can  furnisli  you  with  a  steel  en- 
graving of  lier  father's  face,  I  hope,  also,  that  she  will  \w  uhle  to  furnish 
you  with  a  copy  of  General  Washington's  letter,  intro<lucing  young  Tifliu  to 
Governor  8t,  Clair.  Yours,  Respectfully, 

W.  Lang,  Est^.  C.  fx,  COMEGYa 


Cm  L Litre rriiEv.  Ohio,  February  2, 1880. 
1>KAR  Siii:—  ^ 

At  the  request  of  my  brother-in-law.  Dr.  Comegys,  of  (lueiunati,  I  sendj 
you  a  copy  of  General  Washington's  letter  U^  tiov.  St.  (^lair.     Also  I ly  ex- 
press a  copy  of  Johnson's  engraved  portrait  of  my  father. 

You rs,  Respi^ctf  ulU% 
Wm.  Lano,  Est|.  DI ATII EA  M.  TIPFINJ 

Attached  to  the  foregoing  letter  of  Miss  Tiffin  is  the  letter  of  General 

Washington^  introducing  young  Tiffin  to  Governor  St.  Clair,  who  at  the  , 

time  of  the  writing  was  governor  of  the  Northwestern  Territory,     The 

reader  will  notice  the  modesty  and  delicacy  of  General  Washington, 

that  characterize  all  his  writings.     This  letter  was  recently  found  among 

old  papers  in  the  possession  of  Dr.  St.  Clair,  and  was  never  published 

before: 

• 

Sir:— 

Mr.  Edward  Titlin  soiieits  an  appointment  in  the  territory  northwest  of 

the  Ohio.     The  fairness  of  his  character  in  private  and  public  life,  together 
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with  a  knowled^rp  *)f  law  resulting  from  close  applinition  lor  a  considerable 
time,  will,  1  hope,  jiisUi'y  the  Ul)t«rl>  I  now  take  iti  reooairneiKlijig  Inm  to 
your  sittention ;  i"egiirfling  with  due  atontioii  the  deUeary  as  well  ji«  iiuport- 
mice  of  the  character  in  which  T  act,  I  am  sure  you  will  do  me  the  juntice 
to  believe  that  nothing^  but  a  knowleilge  of  the  ^eutlttman's  merits,  founded 
M^xm  a  long  acquamtaiici^,  could  have  induced  me  to  trouble  you  on  this  *»c- 

I'HHioU. 

With  sincere  wishes  for  your  happiness  and  welfare. 

I  aui.  et<'.. 

GEORGE  WASniNGTON! 
Cf CIV.  St  Claib.  January  4.  171*8. 

There  is  no  liouht  but  that  a  knowledge  of  the  fundamental  principles 
of  law  was  a  powerful  factor  in  plating  young  Tiffin  among  the  first 
statesmen  of  his  time»  and  the  wonderful  sagacity  of  Gen.  Washington 
lomprchended  the  map  ftnd  the  place  where  he  might  be  utilized. 


CiNciNKATJ,  February  0, 1880. 
I»EAn  Sir;— 

Since  I  wrote  you  I  have  founti  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  tJie  late  Cob 
Alien  Latham,  of  Chillicothe,  written  at  a  time  when  I  thought  I  would 
enlarge  my  memoir  of  the  old  Governor.  I  »ent  the  Colonel  a  copy  of  my 
memulr.  and  asked  him  to  uiite  me  what  he  could  of  his  rt^-ol  lection  a.  It 
harmonixed  with  my  statement,  as  you  will  see,  and  you  will  get  a  l>etter 
description  of  liis  person  and  his  gentleuuiuly  numnei-s,  lie  belonged  to  the 
(►Id  nyhnr  of  highly  cultured  men, 

t  bave  It  copy  of  his  lirst  message  to  the  Legislature;  also  his  message  in 
i-egard  to  the  t*aplui*e  of  the  Bleruierhasset-Burr  expedition,  and  President 
JetTerson*H  laudation  of  the  Governor's  activity,  eti*.,  etc.  If  you  desire  to 
use  them  in  your  narnilive,  I  will  send  them  to  you. 

One  of  the  most  nourishing  towns  in  the  state  bears  Tithn*s  name,  and  jus 
you  an»  about  writing  a  history  of  the  pioneer  era,  I  feel  that  you  can  make 
your  work  more  attnictive  by  such  detiiils,  as  well  as  honor  a  distingiiishe^l 
uuin  of  his  time.  Very  Respectfully, 

W.  LA\tJ,  Ksti.  •  C.  G.  C  OMEG  Y8. 

[Ser  Ai'PENDix.] 

bdward  Tiflfin  wa^  born  in  the  city  of  Carlisle p  England,  June 
i^,  1766.  His  parents  were  in  but  moderate  circumstances,  and  his 
uncle,  Edward  Parker,  after  whom  he  was  named,  assumed  the  care  of 
his  eilucation.  He  was  fitted  for  the  study  of  medicine,  upon  which  he 
entered  at  an  early  age ;  but  before  be  had  completed  the  course  he 
embarked,  for  this  rtmntry  with  bis  parents  and  familyi  when  barely 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  landed  in  New  York.  He  proceeded  to 
Philadelphia,  where  he  followed  the  course  of  medical  lectures  in  the 
L^niversity  of  Pennsylvania.     He  then  rejoined  his  father's  family,  who 


^ 
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and  began  ihe 


tiad  settled  in  Charlestown,  Berkely  county,  Virginiai 
practice  of  medicine  when  but  twenty  years  of  age. 

His  thorough  training  brought  him  speedily  iato  notice,  and  hi«  sac- 
cess  soon  gave  hira  a  fine  reputation  and  a  lucrative  practice.  He  is 
described  py  one  who  knew  him  well,  as  '^possessed  of  such  buoyancy 
of  spirit  and  sprightliness  of  temperaraent,  pleasing  manners  and  fine 
conversational  powers,  as  made  him  the  favorite  in  the  gay  and  fash- 
ionable circles  of  Berkely." 

In  17S9  be  married  Majry,  daughter  of  Robert  Worthington,  and  sister 
of  Governor  VVorthington.  She  was  a  woman  of  fine  culture,  and  is 
described  by  an  eminent  minister  as  *one  of  the  must  conscientious 
and  heavenly-minded  women  he  had  ever  met/  With  her  he  lived 
happily  for  nearly  twenty  years. 

The  manuscript  minutes  of  Mrs.  Peters,  the  venerable  mother  of  the 
Hon.  Rufus  King,  of  Cincinnati,  throw  much  light  on  the  subject  of 
dates  concerning  Gov.  Tiffin's  settlement  in  Ohio. 

The  issue  of  land  warrants  by  the  state  of  Virginia  to  her  revolution- 
ary soldiers,  to  be  located  in  Ohio,  or  the  Northwest  Territory,  which 
Virginia  had  ceded  to  the  general  government,  drew  largely  the  atten- 
tion of  Virginians  to  that  region,  Thomas  Worthington,  with  other 
owners  of  scrip  anrl  a  party  of  surveyors,  left  Virginia  in  1797,  and 
arrived  at  Chillicothe  the  same  month.  The  town  was  then  called 
**Massievilk,"  having  been  laid  out  by  Gen.  Massie  a  year  before.  It 
contained  about  one  hundred  cabins,  and  there  were  about  fifty  more 
scattered  about  the  surrounding  country.  An  encampment  of  one 
hundred  tndians  was  near  at  band.  Worthington  selected  lots  of  large 
size  for  himself  and  his  brother-in-law,  Edw^ard  Tifhn,  and  after  con- 
structing two  comfortable  dwellings — the  first  that  had  shingle  roofs  and 
glass  windows  in  the  settlement — he  returned  to  Virginia.  Both  Worth- 
ington and  Tiflfin  were  men  of  marked  piety,  ami  being  in  possession 
of  slaves,  and  not  being  able  to  manumit  them  under  the  laws  of  Vir- 
ginia, they  determined  to  take  them  to  the  new  tree  soil  of  Ohio  and 
the  northwest. 

In  the  latter  part  of  March  Tifhn,  Thomas  and  Robert  Worthing- 
ton, with  their  wives  and  children,  and  their  negroes,  left  Berkeley 
county,  Virginia,  for  their  new  homes.  The  ladies  and  children  were 
in  carriages,  the  gentlemen  on  horses ;  the  male  negroes  were  on  foot, 
and  their  women  and  children  on  horseback.  These,  with  pack-horses 
laden  with  household  goods,  even  mirrors  and  domestic  fowls  in  cages, 
made  a  long  train,  exciting  great  local  interest  on  their  departure,  and 
attracting  unusual  attention  in  all  the  settlements  and  hamlets  in  the 
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wilderness  through  which  they  moved.  In  about  two  weeks  they 
reached  Pittsburgh,  without  any  accident  by  the  way.  There  they 
embarked  m  **broAd  horns**  on  a  full  river,  and  floated  peacefully  and 
swiftly  on  its  broad  bosom,  swaying  from  shore,  amidst  all  the  strange- 
ness, and  granduer  and  deep  silence  of  the  wiiderness.  They  landed 
at  the  mouth  of  the  SciotOi  where  Portsmouth  now  stands,  and  thence 
look  their  slow  and  tedious  march  through  the  unbroken  and  thick 
forcrst  of  the  valley  of  the  Scioto,  guided  only  by  the  blazed  path  of 
earlier  pioneers. 

On  the  27th  day  uf  April,  1798,  they  at  last  reached  their  destina- 
tion, having  been  more  than  thirty  days  on  the  way.  The  whole 
community  came  out  to  welcome  them,  and  to  assist  in  the  unloading 
of  their  train  and  the  care  of  their  wonderful  stores.  Such  a  cavalcade 
had  never  before  been  seen  ;  so  much  refinement,  intelligence  and 
abundant  possessions  of  useful  and  ornamental  household  goods  had 
never  before  been  found  on  the  frontier,  Worthington  and  Tiffin  were 
both  elected  to  the  territorial  legislature  that  met  in  Cincinnati  in 
1799. 

The  country  was  a  vast  forest,  roamed  over  by  savages  and  wild 
beasts.     The  settlements  were  few  but  rapidly  increasing. 

*'lIpon  the  banks  of  the  Scioto  there  was  a  small  hamlet  of  iog 
houses,  beautifully  situated,  which  was  called  ChiUicothe,*'  says  another 
writer. 

Edward  Tiffin  would  have  made  an  accession  of  value  to  any  settle- 
ment in  the  west.  Here  he  selected  his  residence.  He  was  a  man  of 
well  cultivated  mind,  gentlemanly  manners,  a  friendly  spirit,  and  his 
conduct  was  guided,  not  only  by  high  morality,  but  by  true  christian 
principles.  He  immediately  identified  himself  wilh  his  new  home  and 
its  enterprising  people.  He  rapidly  acquired  a  reputation,  not  only  as 
a  physician,  but  also  for  his  \'irtues  as  a  man. 

An  old  friend  says  of  him  that  **In  his  medical  career  he  answered 
day  and  night,  to  rhe  utmost  of  his  ability,  all  professional  calls,  often 
enduring  severe  suffering  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  in  long 
and  fatiguing  rides  over  wretched  roads  or  by  blazed  paths»  crossing 
swollen  streams  at  dangerous  ford^,  and  with  the  full  knowledge,  often, 
that  the  patient  was  too  poor  to  make  him  any  remuneration.*' 

As  a  surgeon  and  physician  he  stood  in  the  front  rank  of  the  men  of 
his  time,  and  sevtrat  instances  are  remembered  th^t  show  how  ready 
he  was  to  employ  the  highest  resources  of  the  profession  under  sudden 
emergencies.  On  one  occasion,  while  distant  from  home»  a  terrible 
accident  made  it  necessary  that  an  amputation  of  the  leg  should  be 
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made.  The  Doctor  was  without  instruments,  yet  he  quickly  contrived 
all  that  was  necessary,  performed  the  operation  and  saved  the  man*s 
life. 

Thus  he  was  busily  engaged  until  the  fall  of  1799.  But  it  is  very 
evident  that  his  active  mind  was  taking  a  wide  range  in  public  affairs ; 
for  the  people,  recognizing  in  him  abilities  other  than  professional, 
called  upon  him  to  ser\'e  them  as  a  representative  in  the  territorial 
legislature,  which  started  him  on  his  career  in  the  political  world. 

That  body  met  in  Cincinnati  on  the  iSth  day  of  September^  1799, 
when  that  great  city  was  but  a  collection  of  log  cabins  and  a  few  small 
frame  houses,  *'basking  in  the  sun,'*  under  the  protection  of  the  guns  of 
Fort  Washington, 

Judge  Burnet,  in  his  letters  to  the  Ohio  Historical  Society,  says  of" 
the  Ross  county  delegation,  that  **They  were  not  excelled  in  talent  and 
energy  by  any  other  in  the  territory.  She  selected  her  strongest  men  ; 
Worthington,  Tiffin^  Findley  and  Langham  were  qualified  to  exert  an 
influence  in  any  deliberate  body,  and  they  did  not  fail  to  employ  it. 
They  were  natives  of  Virginia,  except  Tiffin,  who  was  born  in  England 
and,  it  was  said,  came  to  this  country  as  surgeon's  mate  in  the  army  of 
Hurgoyne.*'  This  lalter  statement,  though  generally  believed,  is  not 
true,  however.  Tiffin  was  but  eleven  years  old  when  Burgoyne  suri 
rendered. 

The  best  proof  of  Dr.  Tiffin *s  appreciation,  is  shoum  in  the  fact  tha 
he  was  unanimously  elected  speaker  of  that  important  and  august 
body,  and  retained  that  position  to  the  end  of  the  territorial  govern- 
ment. 

He  frequently  took  part  in  the  debates,  and  more  especially  encoun- 
tered  Judge  Sibley,  of  Detroit,  whom  Judge  Burnet  describes  as  a  well 
educated  and  able  lawyer,  and  possessed  of  large  powers  of  mind. 
Tiffin  was  an  impassioned  debater,  while  Sibley  was  very  cool  and 
deliberate  in  his  arguments.  Many  years  afterwards  Mr.  Sibley  visited 
Tiov.  Tiffin,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Williams,  who  was  often  present  while 
they  talked  over  the  exciting  scenes  of  their  legislative  career,  says 
that  Dr.  Tiffin  remarked  at  one  time,  *vln  our  debates,  Mr.  Sibley,  1 
wished  a  thousand  times  that  I  could  have  the  same  calm,  philosophic 
and  imperturbable  spirit  which  you  possessed;  I  saw  and  felt  the 
advantage  it  gave  you  in  debate.*'  *'And  I/*  laughingly  replied  the 
Judge,  **well  remember.  Doctor,  how  often  I  wished  that  1  could  infuse 
into  my  remarks  the  same  ardor  of  feeling  which  you  displayed  in  your 
speeches." 

In  the  autumn  of  1802,  at  the  election  of  delegates  to  a  convention  to 
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form  a  constitution  for  the  new  state  to  be  called  Ohio,  Tiffin,  Worth- 
ington  and  Massie  were  elected  from  Ross  county. 

The  convention  met  in  ChilHcothe  in  Nov/smber  following,  and 
Edward  Tiffin  was  chosen  president.  Here  his  intelligence,  fairness 
and  readiness  in  decision,  united  to  most  courteou*s  manners,  elevated 
him  so  much  in  the  estimation  of  that  body  of  able  men,  that  he  was 
brought  forward,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  business  before  the  conven- 
tion, as  the  candidate  for  governor.  He  was  elected  in  January,  1803, 
without  opposition,  receiving  4565  votes.  In  October,  1805,  he  was 
reelected  unanimously,  receiving  4783  votes*  He  declined  to  be  a 
candidate  for  a  third  term. 

His  state  papers  are  brief,  but  clear  in  their  suggestions  for  the 
enactment  of  all  those  measures  that  would  open  roads,  develop  agri- 
cultural and  mineral  resources,  advance  education,  protect  the  frontier 
and  favor  immigration.  The  highest  proof  of  his  qualifications  and 
executive  abilities,  are  his  repeated  unanimous  elections. 

The  most  notable  feature  of  his  gubernatorial  career  was  the  arrest 
of  the  Burr-Blennerhasset  expedition.  In  the  latter  part  of  1806, 
Aaron  Burr  collected  numerous  boats  and  quantities  of  stores  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Blennerhasset  Island,  below. Marietta.  Governor 
Tiffin,  learning  that  the  expedition  was  ready  to  sail,  dispatched  a 
courier  to  the  commandant  at  Marietta,  and  tiirected  him  to  occupy  a 
position  below  Hhe  island,  where  with  a  field  battery  they  could  com- 
mand the  channel  Burr,  seeing  that  his  plans  were  discovered  and 
knowing  the  impossibility  of  running  the  blockade,  abandont.*d  the 
expedition  and  fled. 

The  press  of  the  eastern  states  lauded  Gov.  Tiffin  for  his  prompt 
and  successful  destruction  of  the  nefarious  scheme,  and  President  Jef- 
fcrson,  in  his  letter  to  the  Ohio  legislature,  February  2,  1807,  commends 
the  Governor  for  his  promptness  and  energy  in  destroying  the  expe- 
dition,    [See  Appendix,] 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  in  1807,  Governor  Tiffin  was 
elected  United  States  Senator  and  took  his  seat  in  December,  his  cre- 
dentials being  presented  by  John  Adams. 

The  annals  of  Congress  show  that  he  was  constantly  in  his  place,  and 
a  member  of  important  committees;  indeed,  by  a  special  vote  of  the 
Senate  he  was  added  to  the  committee  on  fortifications  and  public 
defences.  The  war  feeling  was  rising  every  day,  stimulated  by  the 
aggressions  of  England,  whose  men-of-war  lay  in  Hampton  Roads,  and 
in  fact  patrolled  the  lower  Chesapeake,  searching  our  merchantmen  for 
their  seamen. 
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His  career  as  governor  of  Ohio  was  characterized  by  wise  states- 
manship and  great  efforts  in  developing  the  vast  resources  of  the  young 
state.  So  were  his  efforts  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  marked 
by  his  tireless  energy  and  wonderful  perseverance.  In  this  enlarged 
'  sphere  of  power  he  did  very  much  to  promote  the  interests  of  Ohio. 
Public  lands  were  surveyed,  new  measures  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mails  were  organized,  and  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  was  much 
improved. 

The  death  of  his  wife,  in  1808,  so  overwhelmed  Gov.  Tiffin  that  he 
determined  to  abandon  public  life,  and  therefore,  at  the  close  of  the 
session  in  March,  1809,  he  resigned. 

On  his  return  to  Ohio  he  settled  on  his  farm  and  devoted  himself  to 
agriculture.  But  he  was  not  allowed  by  his  fellow  citizens  to  give  up 
his  public  career  entirely,  for  at  the  fall  election  he  was  elected  to  the 
legislature;  he  was  unanimously  chosen  speaker  of  the  House,  and  so 
he  continued  to  act  for  several  sessions  following.  A  former  citizen  of 
Chillicothe  writes  of  him,  that  he  gave  great  satisfaction  as  speaker,  by 
his  perfect  familiarity  with  its  duties,  and  the  promptness  and  correct- 
ness of  his  decisions. 

In  the  meanwhile  (iov.  Tiffin  had  resumed  his  practice  and  married 
•again;  his  second  wife  being  Miss  Mary  Porter,  from  Delaware,  whose 
family  had  recently  settled  jn  Ross  county.     She  was  a  lady  of  rare 
personal  beauty,  quiet  manners  and  exemplary  piety. 

During  the  first  term  of  Mr.  Madison's  administration,  Congress 
passed  the  act  creating  the  office  of  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  and  Mr.  Madison  selected  Gov.  Tiffin  to  take  charge  of 
this  important  department.  The  appointment  was  wholly  unsolicited 
and  unexpected  by  him  or  any  of  his  friends.  The  first  intimation  of 
his  appointment  was  the  receipt  by  mail  of  his  commission,  with  a 
friendly  letter  from  the  President,  and  letters  from  Mr.  Worthington 
and  several  old  colleagues,  urging  him  to  accept  the  position.  The 
gratifying  manner  in  which  it  was  tendered  determined  him  to  do  so, 
and  in  a  few  days  he  started  on  horseback  for  Washington,  a  journey 
that  then  re(iuired  two  weeks. 

The  land  affairs  of  the  nation  were  in  much  confusion;  the  books, 
documents,  maps,  etc.,  were  scattered  in  various  bureaus  of  the  State 
War  and  Treasury  departments,  and  it  required  a  great  amount  of  per- 
plexing labor  to  organize,  methodically,  the  new  department.  But  by 
the  next  meeting  of  congress  all  was  arranged,  and  Commissioner 
Tiffin  made  the  first  comprehensive  and  statistical  report  to  congress 
on  the  public  lands — their  quantity,  location,  and  probable  future  value 
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to  the  government.  His  labors,  in  part,  are  exhibited  in  the  state 
papers.  When  the  British  army  approached  Washington,  in  1814,  and 
orders  were  given  to  hurry  off  the  public  papers,  Mr.  Tiffin  was  the 
only  one  who,  by  prompt  action,  carried  all  his  department  to  a  place 
of  safety.  The  other  departments  lost  many  valuable  papers  in  the 
conflagration  ordered  by  the  British  general.  | 

Nothing  could  wean  Governor  Tiffin  from  his  Ohio  home,  and  Mr. 
Madison  gratified  the  wish  of  his  heart  by  ordering  an  exchange  of 
office  with  Josiah  Meigs,  who  was  then  surveyor-general  of  the  west, 
with  his  office  in  Cincinnati.  Mr.  Meigs  was  appointed  commissioner 
of  the  general  land  office,  and  Gov.  Tiffin  was  made  surveyor-general, 
with  the  privilege  of  locating  the  office  in  Chillicothe,  There  he 
located,  and  continued  at  the  head  of  this  office  of  surveyor- 
general,  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  of  Mr,  Madison,  and  through 
the  succeeding  administrations  of  Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  J,  Q.  Adams, 
and  into  that  of  General  Jackson,  up  to  within  a  few  weeks  of  his 
death,  when  General  Jackson  appointed  General  Lytle,  of  Cincinnati, 
to  supercede  him.  He  received  his  successor  on  his  death -bed, 
transferred  to  him  his  office,  and  died  a  few  days  thereafter. 

There  were  several  thousand  dollars  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  i 
United  States,  which  were  promptly  handed  over;  and  so  were  his* 
books  and  papers,  in  the  best  of  condition.  This  office  had  control  over 
the  vast  realm  known  as  the  northwest,  and  the  beautiful  arrangement 
of  the  surveys  of  the  public   lands  is  greatly  due  to  the  sagacity  and 
order  that  marked  Gov.  Tiffin's  life. 

Gov.  Tiffin  was  reared  in  the  pale  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
after  his  removal  to  this  country,  he  continued  his  relatione  to  the  same 
organization,  which  still  existed  almost  as  the  stale  church  of  Virginia 
— for  the  American  hierarchy  had  not  yet  been  established.  But  the 
Tory  character  of  many  ministers  during  the  revolution,  and  the  almost 
abandoned  state  of  so  many  churches,  before  the  establishment  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  church,  had  so  alienated  the  people  from  Us 
communion,  that  a  greater  opportunity  was  offered  for  the  propagation 
of  thu  'Methodist  doctrines  and  usages.  The  unusual  zeal  and  fervid 
manner  of  the  new  preachers,  excited  universal  attention,  and  great  relig- 
ious excitement  and  inquiry  prevailed.  The  great  Missionary  Bishop, 
Francis  Asbury,  traveled  far  and  wide  in  the  states  and  territories,  to 
the  remotest  settlements,  preaching  wuh  great  eloquence  and  power — 
organizing  societies  and  consecrating  ministers. 

Dr.  Tiffin  and  his  wife  united  with  the  society  that  was  organized  at 
Charlestown,  Virginia,  in  1790.     There  the  Doctor  was  consecrated  by 
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Asbury  as  a  lay  preacher,  and  during  all  his  subsequent  political  life, 
he  continued,  to  some  extent,  to  exercise  the  functions  of  that  office. 
Upon  his  removal  to  Ohio,  he  regularly  performed  ministerial  duties 
in  the  new  settlements,  He  did  this  intelligently,  and  without  ostenLa- 
tion>  and  his  catholic  sentiments  won  for  him  the  respect  of  all  parties. 
Whenever  the  Episcopal  church  in  Chillicothc  was  without  a  rector^  he 
was  called  to  read  the  service  and  a  sermon  from  some  estabh'shcd 
collection. 

In  the  infancy  of  society,  men  of  ability  have  oiten  been  called  upon 
to  perform  very  varied  functions  in  civil  and  moral  affairs.  The  states- 
man, the  warrior,  the  philosopher,  have  all  acted  the  part  of  priests  to 
the  edification  of  communities  and  states.  In  the  wild  state  of  the 
frontier  at  the  beginning  of  this  century,  the  preservation  of  the 
religious  sentiments  of  the  people  was  as  much  the  duty  of  the  leading 
men  of  the  day,  as  any  other  work  they  could  perform,  whilst  laying 
the  foundations  of  the  state,  and  this  man,  so  distinguished  in  position 
and  place  in  those  times,  was  not  ashamed  to  celebrate  high  religious 
services. 

The  last  years  of  the  Governor's  life  were  but  little  diversified  by 
incidents.  He  withdrew  from  the  regular  practice  of  medicine  upon 
his  appointment  as  commissioner  in  j8i2j  but  after  his  return  to 
Chillicothe,  in  1814,  he  dispensed  advice  and  medicine  from  his  resi- 
dence, gratuitously  to  the  poor,  and  to  many  of  his  former  patients, 
,who  still  insisted  upon  consulting  him.  But  his  own  health  began  to 
give  way  about  1820,  and  he  suffered  from  a  most  distressing  complaint. 

On  Sabbath  evening,  August  9,  1S29,  in  his  old  home  in  Chillicothe, 
he  died.  His  faithful  old  friend,  Williams,  says  that:  *'He  had  long 
been  sensible  of  his  approaching  end,  and  contemplated  the  solemn 
event,  not  only  with  calm  complacency,  but  with  a  joyful  anticipation 
of  heavenly  rest.  He  retained  his  full  reason  to  the  last,  and  gently 
sank  away." 

In  stature,  Doctor  Tiffin  was  about  i\ve  feet  sijt  inches  high.  His 
head  was  large;  his  face,  English  in  type,  was  full  and  florid,  with 
regular,  prominent  features.  His  countenance  was  expressive,  especially 
when  in  animated  conversation.  He  was  particularly  remarkable  for 
the  activity  and  quickness  of  his  movements,  and  the  prompt  manner 
in  which  he  discharged  his  duties.  Dr.  Monnet  used  to  say  that  what 
Dr.  Tiffin  could  not  do  quickly,  he  could  not  do  at  all  Nothing  was 
put  off  for  to-morrow  that  could  be  done  to-day. 

As  a  public  officer,  his  accounts  were  always  kept  ready  for  settle- 
ment.    Every  dollar  that  came  to  his  hands  was  promptly  accounted 
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for  His  integrity  was  never  quesUoned*  While  he  managed  his  own 
affairs  with  prudence,  he  did  not  accumulate  great  wealth,  as  he  might 
have  done,  but  yet  he  never  suffered  any  worldly  embarrassment.  He 
lived  well,  and  in  harmony  with  his  position  in  society,  but  always 
within  his  income.  He  was  hospitable,  and  in  the  days  of  his  health, 
many  of  the  most  distinguished  personages  of  the  country  enjoyed  the 
hospitality  of  his  board.  His  beautiful  home  was  embellished  by  his 
refined  taste.  His  earnest  piety  was  an  important  element  in  promoting 
the  best  interest  of  his  adopted  town  and  countr^^ 

Gov.  Tiffin  left  his  widow  and  children  in  independent  circumstances. 
Mrs.  Tiffin  died  in  1827.     They  left  five  children,  already  mentioned. 

Politically,  Governor  Tiffin  was  of  the  Jeffersonian  school — the  old 
Republican  party;  but  for  many  years  preceding  his  death,  was  not 
conspicuous  as  a  politician.  He  w*as  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Madison, 
and  named  one  of  his  daughters  after  him. 

Devoting  all  his  time  and  his  talents  to  the  interest  of  the  state,  he 
very  much  neglected  his  own  private  affairs.  But  for  this,  he  would 
unquestionably  have  accumulated  a  large  fortune.  His  patriotism* 
howerer,  was  of  a  kind  with  that  of  the  great  men  and  statesmen  of 
his  day.  "Everything  for  country^nothing  for  self,*'  What  a  change 
has  come  over  the  minds  of  the  leading  men  of  these  degenerate  days! 
A  reverse  element  seems  tu  have  set  in  upon  the  ebb  and  flow  of 
American  politics,  **  Every  thing  for  self,  nothing  for  the  country/* 
seems  to  be  the  watchword  of  the  hour.  The  men  who  pledged  their. 
lives,  their  property,  and  their  sacred  honors  for  country  and  freedom, 
are  dead,  but  their  sons  and  grand-children  are  here,  and  have  not 
these  inherited  a  part  of  the  unselfish  love  of  country  that  made  their 
fathers  great  in  the  eyes  of  the  world? 

Col  Allen  Latham,  of  Ross  county,  an  intimate  friend  o(  Gov. 
Tiffin,  furnished  Dr.  Comegys  with  the  following  itenffe  about  the 
Governor,  which  the  Doctor  was  so  kind  as  to  place  at  my  disposal; 

Nine  Mile  Fahm,  Hay25.  1869. 
Dear  Sik  :— 

At  our  hint  ii^rctinK'  you  expresMed  a  desiro  tliat  I  would  write  otit  my  ti^i*- 
tim(tt»y  in  rrgjird  to  that  gtMK?  old  ^feiitleuiau,  your  wife's  father. 

This  1  have  dont*  with  pleamur.  htit  very  hastily,  having  very  ft^w  |miw»rs 
to  refer  to  imd  uc^ver  seen  any  biogniphical  noUre  of  him. 

Ills  liff*  is  so  complolidy  identilled  with  the  early  histoo'  of  our  utnte*  that 
by  propter  industry  a  very  biteresting  book  might  be  wTltt^n  of  him.  The 
old  journals  and  newspapers  of  tliat  dute  are  very  liard  to  obtain,  and  I 
know  of  i\o  perfect  mi  at  Columhns  or  elsewhere. 

I  have.  perha|m»  as  many  as  any  other  individual,  but  they  are  in  a  great 


confusion. 
Dii*  C.  G.  t'uMKOYS,  Cincinnati,  O 


Yours.  Tk»1v, 


ALLEN  LATHAJ^l. 
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Dot'tAjr  Ethvard  Tiftin  was  Speaker  of  the  1  louse  of  UepreHentiitive»  of  tlie 
first  teiTitoriul  Leglshiture  north  went  of  tbe  Ohio  river,  ui  the  year  \y*0\  and 
!»02.  Robert  Oliver  was  President  of  the  ('oiineil,  aiicl  Geueral  Arthur  St* 
Clair  was  Governor  of  tl»e  Territory.  Charles*  Willing:  Bird  vvjis  SeereUii^ 
i>f  Statti, 

He  was  prenidmit  of  I  he  ntate  (Convention  that  formed  the  constitution  of 
tlie  stat*^  of  Ohio,  whicli  was  adojiterl  at  Cbillicothe  Nov.  :5>,  180iL  Thomas 
Sc'ott  was  seui-^tary  of  tlie  convention, 

He  w;w  electetl  the  fii^st  Governor  of  Ohio,  after  the  adoption  of  the  et»n- 
stitution,  and  sworn  in  on  the  3d  day  of  Marclu  1803,  and  contiiiiied  Gover- 
nor ojitil  he  was  made  Senator, 

He  was  S€>nat*>r  from  Ohio»  in  the  Senate  of  the  ITmted  States,  fi*oni  1H07 
to  lam, 

He  was  Speaker  of  the  Hoii33€»  of  Representatives  of  Ohio  in  1909-10,  and 
in  181 0-1 L    Thomas  A.  Hind  and  lialpti  Oshorn  were  Clerks* 

He  was  appointed  Comniissiimer  of  the  General  Land  Oftice  of  the  United 
Stat*>sabontl812, 

He  was  aiipointed  Surveyor  General  of  the  United  States  public  lands 
nortliwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  when  he  retnmed  to  Chillieothe  and  held  that 
offife  until  LSiin,  in  which  year  the  office  was  removed  to  Cincinnati  and 
General  WiUisun  Lytle  was  appointed  by  (reneral  Jackson,  the  Boetor  beinjif 
a  friend  of  Mr,  Athims. 

Samuel  Williams,  Esq.,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  was  the  Doctor's  chief 
clerk,  and  continued  in  that  position  to  Robert  C.  Lytle  and  to  Gen.  Ezekiel 
8,  Haynes,  wlio  are  now  all  dead.  Mr*  Williams  was  an  able  clerk  and  ajn 
lu'complished  gt*ntleman. 

Joseph  Titlin.  the  Doctor's  brother.  Pet^r  Patterson,  Esq.,  Eleaxer  P.  Ken- 
drick,  Es(i.,  and  \\\  Reynolds,  the  Doctor's  son-in-law,  were  also  clerks  in 
the  Doctor's  orticp. 

Mr.  Keudrick  is  still  livinjcr  in  Chillicotlie,  aged  seventy-eight  years  on  the 
17th  tiny  of  Scptcmltcr  last. 

The  Doctor  was  of  uicdinm  heiefht,  say  live  feet  eiifht  or  nine  inches,  rather 
portly,  fidl  faced,  light  hair,  llorid  complexion  and  mild  expi*cssiou  of  coun- 
tenance.   His  gestures  were  pjraceful,  and  he  hail  a  very  musical  voicp. 

The  then  young  huliesand  gentlemen  on  Sundays  went  to  hear  him  read 
liis  selected  Sermons  and  the  Episc«»pal  service  at  the  Masonic  hall,  after  he 
had  become  qiiit'C  infirm,  and  all  reganled  him  as  one  of  the  best  of  men. 
1I«  was  one  of  tlie  most  accomplished  gentlemen  I  ha+l  ever  seen. 

Notwithstanding  bis  great  suffering  from  a  local  complaint,  which  Qually 
caused  his  death,  he  was  very  attrntive  t<»  his  public  tlnties :  and  when  most 
of  our  pnbhc  men  and  early  settlers  were  ruined  by  the  revulsions  conse- 
quent upon  thp  war  with  England,  he  had  the  sagacity  to  convert  his  limik 
st^K'k  into  real  estate,  altttrjugh  then  at  the  highest  prices,  and  thus  saved  an 
independence  to  his  surviving  family -a  wife,  a  son  and  several  daughters. 
If  he  had  an  eru  my,  I  never  knew  liim.  He  was  a  man  of  great  leaniing, 
and  an  honor  to  his  profession. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


vs.  HEDGES  THE  BRUSH-DAM  CASE— THE  FIRST  JURY  TRIAL— 
BROUSE— THE  SUGAR  CAMP  INDIAN  WAY  OF  COOKING  CODN  FOREST 
CULTURE-SCARCITY  OF  MONEY-WORK  ON  THE  CANAL -JIGGERS  AND 
CHICHA-THE  MIAMI,  DAYTON  AND  MICHIGAN,  AND  WABASH  AND  ERIE 
CANALS-CANAL  TAX  OF  SENECA  COUNTY. 


SPENCER'S  brush-dam,  across  the  river,  mentioned  heretofore,  is 
deserving  of  notice  here  for  several  reasonsj  viz:  It  was  the  first 
dam  ever  erected  by  man  across  this  river,  and  of  course  was  very 
crude.  The  water  raised  by  it  ran  the  first  saw-mill  on  this  river;  it 
was  h>cated  within  the  limits  and  near  the  center  of  the  present  city  of 
Tiffin,  It  caused  numerous  contentions  between  Mr.  Hedges  and  Mr. 
Spencer,  the  two  rival  proprietors  of  the  two  adjoining  towns,  that 
resulted  in  several  knockdowns;  its  destruction  became  the  cause  of 
action  in  the  first  law-suit  and  the  occasion  for  the  first  jury  trial  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas  of  this  county,  and  finally  it  brought  about 
the  purchase  of  Fori  Ball  by  Mr.  Hedges,  and  the  union  of  the  two  - 
towns,  forming  the  present  young  city  of  Tiffin.  ''Great  oaks  from 
little  acorns  grow," 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution  of  Ohio,  and  the 
consequent  new  code  of  practice,  nearly  thirty  years  ago,  the  young 
lawyers,  as  a  general  thing,  have  paid  but  little  attention  to  the  old 
common  law  pleadings  and  practice  in  vogue  in  former  times,  and  old 
lawyers  are  gradually  forgetting  **the  old  way/*  The  present  age  is  the 
age  of  the  "almighty  dollar,'*  and  of  *'the  reason  why;**  and  the  bar 
now  seems  to  care  as  little  about  the  former  differences  between  debt, 
assumpsit,  detinue,  case,  trespass,  trespass  on  the  case,  trover,  replevin, 
ejectment,  etc.,  as  does  Young  America  generally  about  the  times  gone 
by.  Extracts  from  the  pleadings  in  this  '*brush  dam  case"  are  here 
added  to  refresh  the  memory  of  the  reader  concerning  the  mode  of 
procedure  at  that  time  in  like  cases, 

Jesse  Spencer,  the  plaintiff,  filed  his  praecipe  for  a  summons  to  be 
issued  against  Josiah  Hedges  on  the  22d  day  of  September  A,  D.  1824. 
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The  summons  was  served  by  A.  f  ngraham,  *»henrt,  on  llie  same  day»  by 
reading.  Rudolphns  Dickinson^  the  first  lawyer  ihar  settled  in  this 
county,  and  who  had  lorated  in  Fort  Ball,  was  the  attorney  for  Mr. 
Spencer,  and  for  want  of  any  other  lawyer  here,  Mr.  Hedges  was 
defended  by  Messrs,  Parish,  Parker  and  Coffinberry*  Upon  this  sum- 
mons  there  was  a  declaration  filed  by  the  plaintiff.  The  caption  was 
in  the  usual  form,  and  after  staling  that  the  said  Hedges  had  been  duly 
summuned  tu  answer  unto  the  said  Jesse  Spencer,  h^  •  t>lr:i  df  trespass, 
went  on  to  charge  as  follows: 

That  the  said  Hedges,  on  the  1st  Uay  of  May,  A.  D.  1833,  and  at  divers 
uther  ilays  and  times  between  that  day  uml  liefore  tlie  eomnienfement  of 
thiH  artiou,  with  force  and  arms,  ete,,  broke  and  entered  a  certain  close  of 
the  sitid  Jesse  Spencer,  situate,  lying  and  l»eing  in  tlie  township  i>f  Seneea, 
iu  thf  county  of  Seneca,  aforesaid,  and  then  and  tliere  pulled  down,  pros**- 
cuted  and  destroyed  a  great  part,  ti»-wit:  fi>rty  perches  of  a  certain  mill-dam 
of  tlie  sivid  Jesae  Spencer,  of  great  value,  to- wit:  of  the  value  <»f  twu 
hundreti  dollars;  and.  also,  then  and  tliere,  tore  down  iiud  dug  up  great 
quantities,  to-wit:  one  thousand  wagoir  loads  of  st^nie,  fn>m  off  the  sjiid 
close  and  dant  of  tli*^  said  Jesse  Speuc^er,  tivwit:  to  the  further  value  o\' 
three  hundred  dtdlars.  and  then  and  there  took  and  carried  away,  and 
caui verted  the  same  t«»  Ids,  the  said  Josiah  IIedges\  own  use. 

The  second  count  ran  thus»  and  is  of  interest  to  show  where  the  dam 
was  once  located: 

And.  also,  thai  the  said  Josiah  Hedges,  on  the  ilay  and  year  last  aforesaid, 
and  on  lUvers  other  days  ajul  times,  etc.,  broke  and  entered  another  close  of 
the  said  plaiutiflf,  etc.,  situate  and  l>eiug,  etc.,  abutting  towards  the  west  ou 
that  part  of  the  Armstrong  Reservalir*n,  so-cMlled,  wliicli  lies  lietween  a 
place  ft>rly  poles  north  of  the  phice  called  ('amp  TSjiU,  and  the  south  Hue  of 
the  said  Armstrong  Reseivatiou,  and  abutting  towards  t!ie  east  on  the 
eastern  hank  of  the  Sandusky  river,  opposite  the  saw  m.ill  on  sjud  reserva- 
tion, and  then  and  tliere  broke  down,  tore  up,  etc;. 

In  the  fourth  count,  the  dam  is  located  in  these  words: 

Abutting  on  the  western  Imnk  of  the  Sand uaky  river  that  lies  fietween  the 
southern  sei-tiou  line  of  the  said  Armstrong  Reservation  ami  a  place  com- 
monly called  ('amp  Ball,  and  abutting  towanls  the  east,  etc. 

The  fifth  count  charges  the  taking  away  of  the  stones,  and  the  con- 
verting of  them  to  Hedges'  own  use,  and  concludes  by  saying: 

AtmI  other  wrongs  to  t!ie  said  Jesse  Spencer  then  and  there  done,  to  the 
givat  damage  of  the  said  Jesse  Spencer,  itntl  against  the  peace  and  dignity 
of  the  state  of  Ohio;   whereupon  the  said  Jesse  Spencer  says  that  be  is 
injured,  and  lias  sustained  damage  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars,, 
ami  thereupon  he  brings  this  suit. 
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Mr,  Hedges  in  his  answer  denied  **aU  and  singtilar  the  premises/* 
and  defended  the  'Hvrongs  and  injuries/*  etc.,  and  said  that  be  was  not 
guilty  of  the  supposed  trespass  laid  tn  his  charge,  etc.,  **and  of  this  he 
puts  himself  upon  the  country,  and  the  said  plaintiff  doth  the  like/' 
which  means  simply  that  he  will  submit  this  case  to  a  jury.  To  this 
answer  a  written  notice  was  attached  '*thai  the  close  in  question  was 
the  property  of  the  said  Hedges,  and  that  he  had  a  legal  right  to  do 
what  he  did." 

The  case  was  continued  until  the  April  term,  1825,  when  it  was  tried 
to  the  following  jury,  viz:  James  Mathers,  Jesse  Gale,  John  C  DonneL 
William  Foncannon,  Smith  Kentfield,  Peter  Yeaky,  Ezekiel  Sampson. 
Samuel  Scothorn,  James  Cutright,  Ezra  Brown,  Jacob  S.  Jennings, 
Elisha  Clark,  "who  upon  their  oaths  do  say  that  the  said  defendant  is 
guilty  in  manner  and  form,  etc.,  and  we  do  assess  the  plaintiff's  dam* 
ages  by  reason  thereof,  at  5S.oo.  The  court  entered  up  judgment  for 
that  sum.  The  costs  were  526.75.  This  ended  the  first  law-suit  and 
jur>'  trial  in  Seneca  common  pleas. 

The  point  upon  w^hich  Mr.  Hedges  was  found  guilty,  w^as  the  fact 
that,  at  the  time  the  dam  was  erected,  the  land  along  the  right  bank  o\ 
the  river  belonged  to  the  United  States;  had  not  then  been  surveyed 
nor  offered  for  sale,  and  Mr.  Hedges  was  not  then  the  owner  of  th- 
same. 

Mr.  Ingrahara,  who  had  been  appointed  sheriff,  gave  bond  in  the 
sum  of  ^5,000,  and  Rollin  Moler^  Michael  Schaul,  Joseph  Pool  ami 
John  A  Rosenberger  were  his  sureties. 

At  this  court,  William  Hoyle,^  from  Ireland,  was  the  first  person 
naturalized  in  this  county. 

Mr,  Spencer  became  so  badly  involved  in  numerous  lawsuits  that  the 
executions  against  him  seem  to  have  swallowed  up  all  his  means. 

Whenever  the  weather  in  winter  would  permit  of  out*door  work- 
there  wa^  always  enough  of  it  to  do.  Great  trouble  was  often  expe- 
rienced by  those  that  had  cattle  to  take  care  of.  When  the  winters^ 
were  open  and  mild,  as  was  very  usual  then,  the  cattle  could  find  grass 
in  the  woods  and  along  the  banks  of  the  streams;  but  in  very  cold 
winters,  with  much  snow^  and  no  hay  on  hand,  the  poor  animab  suffered 
very  much,  and  were  compelled  to  subsist  on  **browse,"  which  was  the 
tender  ends  of  tree- tops.  The  trees  had  to  be  cut  down  for  that 
pur|»osc,  and  while  this  labor  had  to  be  repeated  every  day  during  the 
frozen  season,  it  was  still  very  hard  living  for  the  cattle.  Many  died 
from  exhaustion  before  spring. 

Now  was  also  the  time  to  prepare  for  *^sugar  making,"     _ 

For  wAfti  of 
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buckets,  or  other  vessels  to  catch  the  sugar-water,  troughs  were  hiade 
of  various  lengths  and  widths,  from  poplar,  ash,  sugar,  elm,  or  other 
wood,  by  chopping  the  blocks  of  the  required  length,  and  splitting 
them  once  in  two.  A  dish  was  then  chopped  into  the  flat  side.  Some 
of  the  largest  of  these  troughs  would  hold  from  one  to  two  gallons.  A 
hole  was  bored  into  the  sugar-tree  some  three  feet  above  the  ground, 
and  a  ''spile,"  made  of  a  one-year's  growth  from  an  elder  bush,  and 
with  the  pith  taken  out,  was  driven  into  the  hole,  in  the  tree,  to  conduf  r 
the  sap  into  the  trough.  The  sap  was  boiled  down  in  big  iron  kettles 
suspended  on  a  pole,  held  up  by  two  forks  fixed  in  the  ground  at  a 
convenient  place  in  the  sugar-camp.  The  time  for  this  work  generally 
commenced  in  February,  when  the  frost  began  to  come  out  of  the 
ground  and  the  sap  to  ascend.  It  often  lasted  away  towards  the  latter 
part  of  March,  when  the  ground  froze  hard  during  the  night  and 
thawed  out  the  following  day.  This  freezing  and  thawing;  time  wa^ 
considered  good  sugar  weather.  As  the  sap  was  boiling  down,  the 
impurities  were  nicely  skimmed  off,  and  when  the  sirup  became  so 
thick  as  to  commence  granulating,  it  was  stirred  with  a  paddle  while 
the  fire  was  allowed  to  go  down.  Those  that  preferred  the  sugar  in 
cake  form  poured  the  thick  sirup  into  tin  pans,  when  it  became  hard  in 
a  short  time. 

The  first  few  weeks  of  the  sugar  season  made  the  best  sugar. 
Towards  the  last  of  the  run  the  sirup  refused  to  granulate,  and  wa^l 
])reserved  in  that  form  and  answered  the  purpose  of  molasses.  It  is 
decidedly  the  richest  sweet  that  nature  produces.  Reader!  Did  you 
ever  eat  corn-pone  with  maple  molasses?  If  you  did,  there  is  no  use 
in  saying  anything  further  to  you  about  it.  Pone  could  only  be  baked 
in  a  Dutch  oven,  which  was  an  iron  kettle,  flat  at  the  bottom,  with  a 
flat,  heavy  iron  lid.  The  oven  was  placed  on  coals  and  the  lid  covered 
with  couls.     It  was  of  great  use,  and  never  had  an  ecpial. 

The  Indians  learned  the  art  of  making  sugar  from  the  white  ptM)ple. 
but  hi)w  to  be  cleanly  about  it,  they  never  would  learn.  It  required  a 
very  strong  appetite  to  eat  their  sugar.  Those  who  never  saw  thein 
make  it  got  along  with  it  much  easier. 

Whenever  their  sirup  was  about  ready  to  granulate  they  would  have 
a  raccocm  ready  to  cook,  which  they  would  put  into  the  sirup,  hair, 
skin,  entrails  and  all.  The  coon  would  get  "done"  in  a  short  time, 
when  he  was  taken  out  and  allowed  to  cool  off  enough  to  be  handled. 
A  crust  of  sugar  came  away  with  the  hair  and  skin.  The  flesh  seemed 
nicely  done,  but  the  sugar — well  I 

Settlers  that  had  large  sugar-camps  built  little  cabins  in  the  wood  . 
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1  oTiier  to  preserve  ihem.     *jrher^  set  up  th 

thetii  againsit  the  tree,  dish  side  inward, 

11m?  writer  bus  seen  good  use  made  of  some  of  these  sugar-troughs 

IS  of  the  year  when  sugar-water  did  not  run.    They  were 

the  cabin  of  the  settler  with  a  sugar  Iump»  in  the  shape  of  a 

young  •♦Buckeye/*  in  thero.    The  little  fellow  was  thus  not  **rocked  in 

the  cnulle  of  the  deep,"  but  in  a  substitute  much  safer.     Many  noble 

men  and  iroment  now  living  in  Ohio,  were  raised  and  rocked  in  these 

trniigh  cradles;  and  the  mother's  lullaby,  in  the  cabin,  sounded 

^.     icet  AS  if  ever  did  in  the  palatial  mansion,  with  plalegla^^  ^^  '^-^ 

and  gilded  door-knobs. 

It  was  among  the  "rural  felicities"  to  see  a  whole  family  cmpiovec' 
m  the  sugar  camp  on  a  pleasant  day,  s*ome  eaxrying  sugar-water,  some 
skimmini;  the  sirup,  others  preparing  wood,  each  employed  at  some- 
f"  1  when  night  came  on,  the  work  was  so  reduced  as  to  require 

I'  *  if  any,  attention  before  the  next  morning.     Some  of  the 

neighbors  would  visit  the  camp,  spend  the  evening  and  have  a  good 
Neighbors  seemed  to  think  more  of  each  other  then  than  they 
>w;  at  least  they  visited  each  other  oftener  when  the  distance,  the 
work  and  the  weather  would  permit 

The  lime  is  faM  approaching  when  sugar-makiui^  wiii  i>c  luuuhtdercd 
as  a  thing  of  the  past,  and  the  <  oming  generation  will  not  know  what  a 
sugar  trough  looked  like.  Our  forests  are  passing  away  rapidly,  and 
soon  there  will  not  be  timber  enough  left  to  fence  the  fields  or  supply 
the  demand  for  building  and  manufacturing  purposes-  On  many  farms 
in  Seneca  county,  the  Hllle  patches  of  woodland  that  are  left,  are 
already  more  valuable  than  the  cleared  land.  Nobody  makes  calcula- 
tions when  there  will  not  be  wood  enough  in  this  county  to  answer  the 
M  the  family  hir  cooking  and  heating,  to  say  nothing  about 
:.  ,  -  .  ..uT  with  which  to  build  houses  and  bams*  Why  not  commence 
now  to  start  a  young  forest?  Take,  say  five  or  ten  acres  at  a  time, 
well  frnrc<l  to  keep  out  stock,  on  that  part  of  a  farm  where  the  wood 
lot  may  l»c  wanted,  and  plant  with  acorns,  beech  nuts,  maple  seed,  or 
such  other  variety  as  may  be  desired.  It  will  require  no  further  ctm^ 
and  in  a  few  years  a  young  forest  will  gladden  the  heart  of  the  owner* 
The  one  that  plants  the  patch  will  not  live  to  see  large  trees  grow  there 
himself,  but  ere  long  the  purt^haser  will  pay  more  for  a  fann  that  has  a 
\our  . 

N 

vexations  and  troubles  inrticted  upon  the  frontier  by  the  then  great 
MTarcity  of  mone**      There  was  very  little  to  be  had  for  anj  puiposr. 


Uit  )sri>wing  tip  on  it,  than  he  will  for  one  without  it, 

r   will  be  made   to  picture  to  the  mind  of  anybody,  %h^ 
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Barter  and  trade  was  the  order  of  the  day,  and  while  this  exchange  was 

all  right  in  some  respects,  it  would  not  answer  for  others*  Taxes  could 
not  be  paid  in  that  way,  and  the  merchant,  after  waiting  a  long  lime, 
had  to  have  cash  with  which  to  meet  his  bills  in  New  Vork  or  Philadel- 
phia. Wlien  some  pioneer  merchant  brought  on  articles  that  were 
indispensable  for  the  household ,  or  for  farming  purposes,  there  was  no 
money  to  buy  them  with.  Often,  long  credits  furnished  no  relief 
When  a  man  had  anything  to  sell,  it  found  no  market  for  money.  He 
could  trade  it  away  for  something  he  wanted  from  his  neighbor.  Jf  a 
man  wanted  an  article  from  another,  and  had  nothing  to  exchange  for 
it,  he  paid  in  work  by  the  day,  or  agreed  to  clear  so  many  acres  of 
land  for  the  article.  Men  bought  their  cows,  their  horses  or  hogs,  in 
that  way.  Corn  and  wheat  were  hauled  by  ox  teams,  generally  to 
Mansfield  or  Portland,  now  Sandusky  City,  to  be  sold  for  money. 
Wheat  raised  under  the  difhculties  described  in  a  former  chapter, 
hauled  to  a  market,  from  forty  to  sixty  miles  away,  where  it  could  be 
sold  for  only  thirty  cents  a  bushel  in  cash,  or  for  three  shillings  in  trade, 
was  not  an  article  on  which  farmers  became  rich  very  fast,  Portland 
was  the  principal  market  for  wheat,  and  many  a  load  of  wheat  was 
exchanged  there,  at  three  shillings  a  bushel,  for  salt  at  five  dollars  a 
barrel,  when  it  took  about  one  week  to  make  the  trip. 

Getting  grinding  done  at  the  few  mills  there  were  then  in  the  country, 
was  attended  with  equally  great  hardship.  After  the  City  Mill,  now  in 
the  first  ward  of  Tiffin,  was  put  up,  farmers  from  Crawford »  Hancock 
and  Marion  counties  came  here  to  get  their  grists  ground,  and  at  time> 
fifteen,  twenty,  or  more  teams  waited  their  turn  and  camped  out  a  wholi 
week,  with  the  family  at  home  on  small  allowance,  or  probably  with  no 
bread  at  all. 

To  relate  all  the  troubles  and  inconveniences  that  pioneer  life  was 
subject  to,  would  require  volumes,  and  some  of  them,  only,  are  here 
alluded  to.  The  rest  must  be  left  to  inference,  which  to  most  any  mind 
should  be  easy. 

The  hardest  of  all  the  hardships  that  the  frontier  settler  had  to  con- 
tend with,  was  the  malarious  diseases  everybody  was  subject  to.  The 
ground  was  covered  with  water  and  decaying  vegetable  matter;  the 
river  and  the  creeks  were  clogged  with  drift-wood  and  fallen  timbers; 
beaver  dams  set  the  water  back,  thereby  covering  large  tracts  of  land, 
while  cat-swamps  (as  they  were  then  called)  were  very  numerous. 
There  were  terrible  thickets  and  jungles  of  brush-bushes  of  various 
kinds  growing  on  rich,  boggy  soil. 

The  forest  held  the  moist  air  with  a  wonderful  tenacity,  and  the 
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niiasroa,  produced  by  the  heal  of  a  summer*s  sun,  and  thus  held  in  the 
humid  air  and  breathed  constantly,  tended  to  corrupt  the  blood  and 
derange  the  functions  of  the  11% er,  Fever  and  ague,  and  bilious  fevers 
were  very  common,  and  men  were  often  seen  standing  on  the  street  on 
a  hoi  summer  day»  pale  as  death,  with  overcoats  on,  buttoned  up  to  the 
rhm,  their  hands  in  their  pockets  and  shaking  so  that  iheir  voices 
Trembled,  The  chill  was  always  followed  by  a  fever,  and  when  that 
wa^  passed^  the  patient  was  all  right  again  until  next  day,  or  day  after. 
The  chills  returned  again  at  regular  intervals,  either  next  day,  or  every 
4>ther  day,  People  seemed  to  get  used  to  them,  and  some  were  not 
reduced  much  by  the  chills,  while  others*  and  especially  people  from 
Europe,  suffered  very  much' more  from  these  diseases.  In  general. 
those  of  riuropean  suffered  more  than  those  of  American  birth.  Many 
a  stout,  robust  man  was  reduced  to  a  walking  skeleton  in  a  short  time. 
Yet  this  fever  and  ague  was  not  considered  dangerous  to  life.  It  was 
exceedingly  troublesome,  nevertheless,  especially  when  whole  families 
were  taken  with  it  at  the  same  tim^.  It  was  a  sad  scene  to  come,  or 
be  called,  into  a  house  and  see  a  large  family,  young  and  old,  in  llieir 
beds,  so>ne  shaking,  and  others  burning  with  fever,  and  not  one  of 
them  able  to  help  the  other  to  a  cup  of  water.  The  only  case  where 
death  ensued  from  these  chills  that  ever  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
writer,  was  that  of  an  old  German  who  lived  on  South  Jefferson  street, 
in  Tiffin,  and  who  died  shaking  in  his  chair.  ^ 

The  most  serious  aspect  of  these  malarious  diseases,  however,  was 
the  various  bilious  fevers  that  often  defied  the  skill  and  care  of  the 
physicians,  and  frequently  proved  fatal.  The  terrible  heat  in  fever,  the 
parched  tongue,  the  delirium,  followed  by  extreme  prostration;  and 
then  the  remedies,  such  as  calomel,  ipecac,  jalap,  Peruvian  bark, 
quinine,  castor  oil,  etc.,  etc.,  all — diseases  and  remedies — were  simply 
horrible.  Some  summers  were  more  sickly  than  others,  but  for  many 
years,  and  until  the  country  became  partially  cleared  up.  there  was  no 
summer  without  this  terrible  visitation. 

Oh!  how  the  people  waited  and  prayed  for  the  coming  of  fall,  and 
for  the  first  sharp  frost.  A  good  black  frost,  that  killed  the  leaves  and 
made  the  grass  crash  under  your.  feet,  generally  put  a  stop  to  this  mon- 
ster phantom.  The  air  became  purer  and  more  bracing,  and  it  was 
very  encouraging  to  see,  in  the  faces  of  all,  returning  hope  and  cheer. 

Whether  the  practice  of  medicine,  as  a  science,  has  made  the  [progress 
that  its  devotees  claim  for  it,  will  not  be  argued  here;  but  one  thing 
must  certainly  be  admitted,  viz:  that  a  great  change  has  come  over  the 
<r!reams  of  the  practitioner.     The  poor  patient  is  now  allowed  the  free 
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u>e  of  water.  This  the  practice,  forty  or  fifty  years  ago,  absohitely 
refused.     It  was  simply  cruel  to  let  the  poor  sufferer  burn  up  with  fever. 

<  ailing  for  water  to  relieve  him,  and  have  it  refused  because  the  doctor 
would  not  allow  it.  It  would  not  do:  it  might  hurt  him.  might  salivate 
him,  and  all  that  sort  of  nonsense.  But  they  would  blister,  bleed  and 
I  up  him,  while  his  physical  powers  gradually  broke  down.  What  a 
change  a  few  years  have  brought  about!  By  the  art  of  preserving  ice 
lor  use  in  summer,  the  article  has  found  its  way  into  the  sick  chamber, 
where  it  has  proven  both  a  luxury  and  a  blessing.  Patients  are  now 
allowed  all  the  fresh  water  they  want,  and  fresh  air,  also,  without  fear 
of  being  salivated. 

One  feature  in  cases  of  shaking  ague,  which  was  not  very  common, 
however,  and  which  seems  now  like  a  strange  phenomenon,  should  be 
mentioned  here.  It  was  called  the  *'hungry  shakes"  by  some.  As 
>(Min  as  the  chills  began  to  creep  down  the  back,  the  bones  to  ache  and 
the  shivering  to  commence,  the  patient  was  taken  with  a  ravenous 
a])petite.  and  could  eat  with  a  wonderful  ra])acity.  while  he  often  shook 
<o  hard  that  the  victuals  fell  from  his  knife,  fork  or  s|>oon  as  he  tried  to 
jKiss  them  to  his  mouth.  It  made  bad  worse,  however,  for  the  fever 
inat  followed  such  a  shake,  after  eating,  seemed  to  be  more  severe  and 
the  headache  more  distressing. 

Thompson  townshi)).  on  account  of  the  openings  and  purer  atmos- 
l)herc.  suffered  less  with  this  plague  than  any  other  townshij)  in  the 

<  ounty.  In  all  the  other  portions  of  Seneca  county  the  situation  in 
thi>  regard  was  about  the  same. 

It  was  in  these  trying  times  that  thousands  of  men  were  compelled. 
not  by  avarice,  but  by  absolute,  stern  necessity,  to  find  employment  on 
the  canals,  the  only  ])ublic  works  then  in  the  state,  and  the  only  places 
where  money  could  be  had  for  labor.  It  was  a  sad  i)arting,  when  the. 
lather  left  his  little  ones  in  the  care  and  charge  of  the  piotieer  mother, 
to  go  sixty  miles  or  more  from  home  and  be  gone  for  months  at  a 
time,  to  work  on  the  canal  and  himself  become  subject  to  these  mala- 
rious diseases.  They  were  even  more  prevalent  along  the  canals  than 
elsewhere,  because  they  were  constructed  through  dense  forests,  along 
the  most  sluggish  streams,  and  on  the  most  level  grountl,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  expenditure  which  locks  would  retjuire  and  the  delay  they 
would  naturally  cause  in  the  moving  of  traffic. 

Log  huts  were  built  on  the  highest  ground  near  the  line  of  the  sur- 
vey, which  were  occupied  as  a  headquarters  for  lodging,  cooking,  etc. 
They  were  as  rough  as  they  were  temporary,  and  the  contractor  or  the 
sub-contractor  would  spend  no  more  money  for  the  comfort  of  his  men 
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than  was  absolutely  necessary.  Beds  and  bedding  were  of  the  same 
character.  With  a  temporary  change  of  clothing,  the  raen  brought 
their  blankets  with  them.  A  woolen  blanket  was  a  better  protection 
against  the  mosquitoes  at  night  than  any  other  covering.  These  pests 
in  warm  weather  formed  into  a  sort  of  a  cloud  around  their  victims, 
day  and  night. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  ftnd  a  place  an>Tvhere  in  the  world  better 
fitted  to  produce  malarious  diseases,  than  was  the  country  at  that  time 
'ilong  the  line  of  the  Dayton  and  Michigan  canal,  and  especially  along 
the  Auglaize,  the  Maumee  and  the  Wabash  in  Indiana. 

As  the  work  progressed  and  the  distance  (o  and  from  the  cabins 
increased,  they  were  abandoned  and  new  ones  constructed  near  the 
works,  in  the  same  crude  way.  Whisky  was  cheap  in  those  days,  and 
in  very  common  use.  They  had  no  temperance  societies  then,  and 
every  man  was  constituted  a  committee  of  one  to  mind  his  own  busi- 
ness; nor  had  chemistry  discovered  the  art  of  stretching  or  adulterating 
the  article  vvith  poisonous  drugs.  Men  who  could  afford  the  expense 
kept  whisky  by  the  barrel  in  their  houses,  and  it  was  simply  in  con* 
formity  with  the  general  idea  of  hospitality,  then  in  vogue,  to  have  the 
bottle  and  glass  set  before  one  when  visiting  a  neighbor.  There  wer« 
then  less  drunkards,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  than 
there  are  now,  and  the  pimpled  cheek  bones  and  rum -blossomed  nose, 
so  prevalent  now  among  those  who  drink  whisky  habitually,  were  not 
seen  then. 

Very  often  men  had  to  work  standing  in  water  all  day.  There  were 
no  rubber  boots  to  be  had  then,  and  to  avoid  getting  sick  and  to  keep 
away  the  *Vshakes/*  it  was  thought  necessary,  by  both  employer  and 
employes,  thai  men  should  drink  whisky  so  many  times  a  day.  In 
conformity  with  this  generally  conceded  necessity,  i^  was  made  a  part 
of  the  contract  with  the  laborer  that,  in  addition  to  his  pay,  he  should 
receive  his  glass  of  whisky  so  many  times  a  day — three  times,  gener- 
ally. The  "boss**  kept  a  barrel  of  it  on  hand,  and  if  a  man  wanted 
moi'e  than  his  usual  allowanre  he  could  have  it  by  paying  for  il^ — twenty 
cents  a  gallon. 

These  whisky  rations  were  called  "jiggers/'  a  very  familiar  urm 
along  the  canals.  I  am  not  aware,  however,  that  the  whisky  secured 
the  object  intended;  I  doubt  it  very  much,  for  those  that  ilrank  whisky 
became  sick  as  well  as  those  that  did  not.  At  times  there  were  so 
.  many  of  the  workmen  sick  in  their  cabins  that  less  than  half  of  rhem 
answered  at  roll  call, 

h  is  a  most  wonderful  fact,  that  at  all  times,  among  ail  races  of  men. 
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and  in  all  countries,  since  the  time  of  Noah,  who  "planted  the  first 
vine/*  people  have  had  their  beverages  of  some  sort,  liquors  or  other 
things  that  stupefied  or  intoxicated.  For  want  of  liquors  they  resorted  to 
gums*  opium  or  hasheesh,  a  gum  produced  from  the  exudations  of  the 
leaves  and  stocks  of  hemp,  the  smoking  of  which  not  only  creates  a 
tleadly  stupor,  but  fills  the  bewildered  mind  with  visions  of  brilliant  and 
supernatural  scenes,  while  it  breaks  down  and  prostrates  the  nervous 
system  of  the  poor  victim,  and  gradually  destroys  life,  [See  P.av;inl 
Taylor's  Travels  in  India.] 

Along  the  river  systems  of  South  America,  along  the  < Orinoco,  the 
Rio  Negro,  the  ltene/.»  the  Madeira,  the  Rio  Beni,  the  Magdalena,  the 
Matre  de  Dios  and  other  tributaries  of  the  Amazon;  and  up  the  moun- 
tains from  Parma,  through  Ayacucho,  Cazco,  Cochabamba,  along  the 
lakes  Titticaca  and  Ohuro,  throughout  the  districts  of  Vungas,  Yuracares 
and  Magos,, along  the  fool  of  the  Illimani  and  Sorata,  the  Indians 
inhabiting  these  regions,  nearly  all  in  abject  poverty  and  ignorance. 
and  so  degraded  that  their  type  is  scarcely  traceable,  yet  all  claiming 
to  have  been  descended  from  the  once  noble  Incas,  make  a  beverage 
of  their  own  that  beats  them  alL  Of  late  years,  the  mongrel  whites 
— Peruvians,  Brazillians,  Spaniards  and  Portuguese — thai  mingled  an<l 
inter-married  with  them,  have  also  adopted  this  revolting  South  Amer- 
ican vice. 

Along  these  rivers  and  mountains,  to  a  certain  degree  of  altitude,  is 
found  a  bush  with  very  thick,  fleshy  leaves,  resembling  in  size  and  color 
the  laurel.  These  leaves  are  gathered  when  they  are  most  juicy  and 
carried  to  the  hut,  where  the  family,  yoilng  and  old,  chew  them  fine  and 
spit  them  into  some  vat  or  vessel  fixed  for  that  purpose;  when  it  is  full 
another  is  filled  in  like  manner*  and  so  on,  until  the  crop  runs  out  or 
the  requisite  quantity  is  secured.  These  vats  are  allowed  to  stand 
undisturbed  for  several  weeks,  for  the  fermentation  to  proceed,  and 
when  that  ceases  and  some  of  the  elements  have  been  precipitated  and 
others  have  accumulated  on  top,  the  liquor  becomes  clear  and  is  then 
drawn  off  into  jugs  of  earthen  ware.  In  addition  to  the  home  consump- 
tion of  this  liquor,  a  certain  quantity  is  required  for  tithe  in  kind,  or 
ibr  taxes  from  the  sale  of  it,  so  that  each  family  will  know  how  much 
to  produce.  This  liquor  is  called  "chicha,'*  (pronounced  "chicka,")  and 
the  bush  that  furnishes  the  leaf  is  called  the  "chicha  bush."  Whether 
the  bush  gives  the  name  to  the  liquor,  or  the  liquor  to  the  bush,  does 
not  appear,  nor  is  it  very  material. 

When  chicha  making  is  over,  the  Indians  of  certain  tribes  are  not 
allowed  to  touch  a  drop  of  it  until  the  chief  has  his  drink  of  it  first. 
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On  a  certain  day  each  family  brings  a  certain  quantity  of  the  liquor  to 
the  council-house,  where,  after  a  short  ceremony  over  it,  the  chief  takes 
his  fill;  then  the  next  in  authority,  then  the  next,  and  so  on,  until  the 
riffii  ers  arc  all  supplied.  Then  the  common  rabble  fall  in,  and  a  gen* 
cral  drunk  ends  the  fesJtivities. 

Of  late  years»  since  maize  came  into  use  in  South  America,  a  cbicha  is 
made  by  masticating  the  grains  in  the  same  way  as  the  leaf,  but  the  liquor 
maile  from  corn  is  said  to  be  inferior  to  that  made  from  the  chicha 
hush;  both,  however,  make  people  most  beastly  drunk,  lliink  of  it — 
,n  lot  of  old  scpiaws,  with  decayed  teeth,  chewing  leaves  or  corn  and 
spitting  them  into  a  tub  to  make  liquor  of!  The  saliva  produces  the 
sugar  that  foments  into  alcohol  and  assists  the  work  of  fermentation. 
[See  Humboldt's  Travels  in  South  America,  and  Herndon  and  Gib- 
bons* Explorations  of  the  Sources  of  the  Amazon.  The  writer's  mind 
recurred  to  this  circumstance  when  he  thought  as  to  fche  probable 
t»rigin  of  the  word  **jiggers,*'  and  reflected  whether  or  not  the  word 
**rhicha'*  might  possibly  have  become  vulgarized  or  Americanized  mlo 
this  ^*jigger/'] 

The  work  on  the  canals  commenced  as  early  in  the  spring  as  the 
weather  would  permit  and  the  frost  was  out  of  the  ground,  and  was 
prosecuted  with  a  will  until  along  in  July,  when  the  laborers  broke 
ilown  with  bilious  diseases,  and  the  work  had  to  be  abandoned  in  con- 
sequence, until  after  the  few  first  early  frosts  in  the  fall,  when  it  was 
again  resumed  and  pushed  forward  into  the  winter. 

During  the  time  the  father  was  at  work  on  the  canal  and  the  mother 
with  her  little  ones  alone  in  the'  cabin,  miles  away  from  neighbors,  no 
doctor  to  call  to  assistance  in  rase  of  sickness,  no  one  to  counsel  or 
help  in  time  of  need,  the  trials  and  incidents  of  such  a  life  lead  the 
contemplative  mind  to  sad  and  serious  meditation.  Let  us  try  to 
forget  scenes  like  these,  for  they  will  never  occur  again. 

A  short  history  of  the  Ohio  canal  system  might  be  made  interesting 
here,  wouhl  spare  only  permit;  but  to  give  the  reader  a  bird's-eye  view 
of  it.  its  origin,  rise  and  progress,  its  final  triumph,  the  excitement  it 
produced  in  the  political  world,  the  success  and  defeat  of  men  aspiring 
ro  office  depending  upon  the  way  they  stood  on  the  canal  question,  the 
railroads  finally  driving  the  canals  into  the  back  ground*  etc.,  would 
make  a  small  volume  by  itself.  A  short  synopsis,  and  extracts  from 
rejjorts  and  papers  pertaining  to  the  history  of  the  Ohio  canals,  must 
here  suffice. 

""In  any  true  history  of  the  early  settlements  and  material  progresg  of  the 
Maumee  valley,  the  two  important  CMiala— the  Wabasli  and  Erie,  ami  the 
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Miami  anrl  Erie— which  unite  near  Ik»fia«ce.  and  thence  rench  thf»  Manmee 
hay  by  a  ('ominon  trunk,  must  fill  an  important  iiaiyrp/'  »fiys  Kuai»jh  '"How* 
♦'ver  viihiable  may  l>e  the  raMnmilH  iiuilt  long  alterwanls,  it  is  ntill  trne  tliat 
llie  rauals  have  prepared  tlit*  wuy.  settled  tlie  <.'Otiiitry,  and  laid  the  fiMuida- 
ti<»u  of  its  cities,  of  which  Toledo  at  the  inciuth,  and  Fort  Wftyne  at  llie 
>»aurre  of  the  river*  nre  the  chit*.f/'  '  1 

In  1816,  Hon.  Ethan  Allen  Brown,  of  Cincinnati,  had  a  correspond- 
ence with  DfcWiti  Clinton,  who  was  then  the  head  of  the  board  of  canal 
comraissioners  of  the  state  of  New  York,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  lake  Erie  with  those  of  ihc 
Hudiion  river. 

The  legislature  of  Ohio,  in  February,  1820,  pai:»ed  an  act  under 
which  three  comniissi oners  were  appointed  to  locate  a  route  for  a  nav- 
igable canal  between  lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river.  The  act  also 
proposed  to  ask  of  Congress  a  grant  of  one  or  two  millions  of  acres  n( 
land  for  the  purpose,  but  nothing  was  accomplished  under  this  act. 

In  his  inaugural  address,  December  14,  1S18,  Gov.  Brown  says: 

If  we  would  raise  the  character  of  om*  ntate  hy  iuin^asiii^  industry,  and 
utir  rf*sourc'Hs.  it  seems  neressary  to  inipn)ve  the  iiitenuil  communieutiotii* 
un<l  open  a  chpajjer  way  to  market  for  the  surplus  pntduee  of  a  large*  portion 
of  our  fertile  eotuitry. 

During  the  next  three  succeeding  sessions  attention  was  called  to  the 
subject  of  canals. 

In  1 8a  2,  Mi  rajah  T,  Williams,  of  Cincinnati,  a  representative  from 
Hamilton  county,  ig  his  report  as  chairman  of  a  committee,  to  whom 
the  matter  had  been  referred,  discussed  elaborately  the  propriety  of 
connecting  lake  Erie  with  the  Ohio  river.  A  short  extract  from  that 
report  will  show  the  condition  of  the  state  and  its  industries  at  that 
jicriod ; 

It  is  a  well  established  faet,  that  man  has  not  yet  devised  a  mode  of 
e«>riveyance  so  safe,  easy  and  eheap.  as  raual  uavigatimi:  atid  although 
the  advautag**  of  nasy  and  expeditioun  tranaporlatiou  is  not  likely  to  he 
perceived  when  prices  arc  high  and  trade  most  proliUdde,  yet  the  truth  is 
familiar  to  every  pet^on  of  observation,  that  the  enormous  expense  of  lau<l 
carriage  has  frequently  consumed  nearly,  and  sometimes  quite,  tht^  whole 
price  of  provisions  at  the  place  of  embarkation  for  a  distant  market.  Thi» 
is  essenti;dly  tiie  casein  relation  to  all  commodities  of  a  clieap  and  btdky 
nnture.  most  of  which  will  not  bear  a  land  transimrtation  many  miles  and 
conserjuently  are  remicr*^d  of  no  value  tti  the  farmer,  and  are  sutTered  to 
waste  on  his  hands.  The  merchant  who  engages  in  the  exportation  of  the 
produce  of  the  couirtry,  tinding  it  a  losing  ct>mraerce,  abandons  it  or  is 
ruiueil:  and  crops  in  the  fiiiesl  and  most  prcHluctlve  part  of  t!ie  state  are  left 
to  waste  on  the  lieldis  that  produced  them,  or  to  be  distilled  to  poison  and 
lirutalize  society. 
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On  ihc  31  St  day  of  January,  1S22,  a  bill  was  passed  appointing  Benj, 
Tappan.  Alfred  Kelley,  Thomas  Worihington,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Isaac 
Miner  and  Ebenezer  Buckingham,  Jr.  commissioners,  **  Whose  duty  it 
shall  be  lo  cause  such  examinations,  surveys  and  estimates  to  be  made 
by  engineers,  etc.,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  connecting  lake 
Erie  with  the  Ohio  river,  from  the  Ohio  river  to  the  Maumee  river  by 
a  canal  through  the  following  routes,  viz  : — from  Sandusky  ba\  to  the 
Ohio  river,  from  the  Ohio  river  to  the  Maumee  river,  from  the  lake  to 
the  river  aforesaid  by  the  sources  of  the  Cuyahoga  and  Black  rivers 
and  the  Miiskingum  river,  and  Irom  the  lake  to  the  sources  of  Ctrand 
and  Mahoning  rivers  id  the  Ohio  river." 

On  the  27th  day  of  January,  1833,  a  supplementary  act  was  passed 
with  a  view  of  connecting  the  lake  with  the  Ohio  river,  and  also  of 
ascertaining  whether  a  loan  could  be  secured  for  that  purpose,  thus 
making  in  fact  the  canal  commissioners  also  the  fund  t  ommissioners. 

DeWitt  Clinton,  in  a  letter  to  Williams,  says ; 

The  stiite  of  Ohki,  from  the  fertility  of  its  soil,  the  benignity  of  its  climatt» 
mid  its  geographical  p<t»iti<UK  must  always  eontain  a  dense  population,  and 
the  prodnrtvH  and  consumptions  of  its  inhabitants  must  forever  form  a 
Inenitive  ami  fxleusive  inland  tmde.  excitini?  the  powei-s  of  productive 
industry  and  commnnicatiu^df  alirueiit  and  enei^o  bi  extend  commerce.  But 
when  we  consider  that  this  (*aiial  will  *>peu  a  way  tiv  the  great  rivers  that 
fall  into  thf  Mississippi;  that  it  will  be  felt,  not  only  in  the  immense  valley 
of  that  river,  but  iis  far  west  as  the  liiwky  mountains  ami  the  borders  of 
Mexico;  and  that  it  will  communicate  witli  our  great  inland  seas,  ami 
their  tributary  rivei-s :  with  the  ocean  in  various  routes;  and  with  Uie 
most  productive  regions  of  America,  tbere  can  Vie  no  fiuestion  respecting 
the  blessiuifs  that  it  will  product',  Uw  riches  it  will  cn»ate,  autl  the  energiPR 
it  will  call  into  activity. 

In  1 82 4i  a  survey  was  made  for  a  canal  from  Cincinnati  along  th^ 

Miami  valley  to  the  Maumee  river  at  Defiance,  thence  along  the  left 
bank  of  the  same  to  the  bay,  and  an.  esrimate  thereof  reported  to  the 
legislature.  Mr.  Williams  directed  the  survey  and  for  ten  years  there- 
after was  the  leading  spirit  of  the  enterprise.  Samuel  Forrer  was  the 
head  of  the  corps  of  engineers.  More  than  one- half  of  this  route  wan 
through  a  dense  forest ;  there  was  not  one  house  between  Si,  Marys 
and  the  mouth  of  the  Auglaize. 

On  the  28th  day  of  May,  1828,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
approved  an  act  of  ( 'ongress,  granting  lo  Ohio  a  quantity  of  land  equal 
to  one-half  of  five  sections  in  width  on  each  side  of  the  canal,  from 
Dayton  to  the  Maumee  river  at  the  mouth  of  the  Auglaize,  reserving 
each   alternate    section    to  the   United    States,   and    the   lands    thus 
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reserved  were  not  to  be  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  acre. 

The  summit  division  was  put  under  contract  in  183 1-2,  and  a  loan  of 
$200,000  authorized  on  the  credit  of  the  state.  Jeremiah  i^illivan, 
Nicholas  McOarty  and  William  C.  Linton  were  appointed  the  first 
board  of  fund  commissioners  of  the  state. 

Just  in  time  to  save  the  land  grant  from  dying  under  the  limitatit)n 
by  Congress,  the  first  ground  was  broken  with  great  ceremonies  on  the 
isl  day  of  March.  1832,  at  Fort  Wayne,  then  a  little  town  of  about  four 
hundred  inhabitants.  At  the  close  of  that  year  only  ;S4,i 80.00  worth  o\ 
work  had  been  done.  The  division  uniting  the  waters  of  the  Wabasli 
with  those  of  lake  Krie  was  completed  in  1835,  ^^^^  ^"  ^^^  4^^  ^^Y  *^' 
July  in  that  year  the  first  boat  passed  through  it.  Tliis  was  the  begin- 
ning t)f  canal  navigation  in  all  that  vast  region  lying  north  of  Dayton 
and  west  of  C'leveland.     Its  cost  was  :^7,I77  per  mile. 

Canals  in  other  parts  of  the  state  were*  agitated  and  prosecuted  dur- 
ing this  time,  but  all  these  works  suffered  from  the  same  two  great 
causes,  viz:  sickness  and  want  of  funds.  The  Ohio  portion  of  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canal  was  finally  finished  in  1843,  ^^^  ^^  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  event,  on  the  Fouth  of  July  of  that  year,  at  Fort  Wayne, 
Lewis  Cass  delivered  the  oration.  The  Miami  canal  extension,  now 
called  '*Miami  and  Erie,"  was  opened  for  business  in  1845.  This  com- 
pleted the  continuous  line  between  Maumee  bay  and  the  Ohio  river  at 
('incinnati. 

VoT  the  history  of  other  canals  the  curious  reader  is  referred  to  the 
proceedings  pertaining  to  the  Hocking  canal,  the  Walhonding  canal, 
the  Muskingum  improvement,  the  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania  canal,  the 
Mohickon  branch,  etc. 

Seneca  county  commenced  paying  taxes  in  1826,  and  among  her  first 
assessments  was  a  canal  tax,  which  was  continued  and  increased  for 
many  years.  This  chapter  will  close  with  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  taxes  Seneca  county  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  state,  as  canal  tax, 
from  1826  to  1835,  both  inclusive: 

In  1826,  514.97.7;  1827,  $147.49,6;  1828,  $191.65.2;  1829,  $310.88. 1 : 
1830,  $400.83.6;  1831,  $470.92.3  ;  1832,  $553.64.6  ;  1833,  $466.14.0; 
J834,  $282.88.7;   ^^35.  $167.77.8. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


SANDUSKY  RIVER-THE  WOLF  CREEKS-SILVER  CREEK— HONEY  CREEK- 
ROCKY  CREEK-SPICER  CREEK-^MORRISON  CREEK -SUGAR  CREEK-GEN* 
ERAL  DRAINAGE— TOPOGRAFHY  AND  GEOLOGY  OF  THE  COUNTY. 


A  HISTORY  *of  Seneca  county  would  be  an  utter  failure  without  a 
record  of  the  nature  of  its  soils,  its  sub-stratum,  its  drainage,  etc, 
1 1  requires  a  mind  learned  in  the  science  of  geologj^  to  enable  a  perscm 
to  speak  intelligently  on  the  Subject.  Fully  conscious  of  his  inabilm^ 
in  that  respect,  the  writer  has  drawn  largely  upon  the  ** Report  of  the 
Geological  Survey  of  Ohio,"  made  under  a  law  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  Ohio,  in  March,  1869,  by  which  the  Governor  of  Ohio 
was  authoriied,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  a 
chief  geologist,  and  one  or  more  assistants,  not  exceeding  three  \n 
number,  who  were  to  constitute  a  geological  corps,  and  whose  duty  was 
to  make  a  complete  and  thorough  geological,  agricultural  and  mineral- 
ogical  survey  of  each  and  every  county  in  the  state.  The  second 
section  of  said  act  defines  the^object  of  said  survey,  vix:  To  ascertain 
the  geological  structure  of  the  state,  including  the  dip,  magnitude* 
number,  order  and  relative  position  of  the  several  strata,  their  richness 
in  coals,  clays,  ores,  mineral  waters  and  manures,  building  stone  and 
other  useful  materiaL  To  secure  accurate  chemical  analyses  of  the 
soilSj  etc.  To  ascertain  the  local  causes  that  produce  variations  of 
climate  in  the  different  sections  of  the  state.  To  collect  specimens* 
of  rocks,  ores,  soils,  fossils,  organic  remains,  etc,  and  to  make  report 
nf  same,  etc. 

The  expenses  were  paid  by  the  state,  and  considerable  sums  must  yet 
be  appropriated  to  finish  the  work,  and  to  pay  for  the  printing  and 
binding  of  the  unfinished  reports. 

The  survey  was  to  commence  about  the  first  of  June,  following,     J. 
S.  Newberry  was  appointed  chief  geologist,  and  E.  B.  Andrews.  Edwards 
Orton,  and  J.  H.  Klippart  assistant  geologists.     Some  ten  other  persons 
were  appointed  as  local  assistants. 

These  reports  are.  and  will  be,  published  in  limited  numbers  only^ 
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and  but  lew  ot  the  readers  of  these  pages  will  be  the  ovniers  of  ihem. 
They  will  be  very  large  and  bulky,  and  require  a  considerable  research 
to  find  the  material  desired  for  our  purpose.  The  friendly  reader  will 
long  since  have  been  called  to  bis  fathers,  before  the  state  of  Ohio  will 
again  appoint  a  corps  of  geological  engineers  to  make  a  survey  of 
Ohio  at  an  expense  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  That  part  ot 
these  reports  referring  to  the  agricultural  department,  has  not  been 
distributed  as  yet. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  the  larger  portion  of  this  chapter  is  devoted 
to  this  interesting  subject.  Let  us  look  at  Seneca  county  from  this 
standpoint. 

It  is  stated  in  a  former  chapter  (,Chap.  X,)  that  the  base  hne  forming 
the  south  line  of  Seneca  county  is  the  forty-first  degree  north  latitude. 
Find  on  the  map  section  thirty-one  in  Eden  township,  and  run  your 
finger  up  to  section  nineteen  in  Chnton,  due  north,  which  is  seven 
miles  from  the  base  line,  and  you  have  the  latitude  of  Tiffin,  40°.  7'  X. 
of  the  equator,  and  longitude  6^,  8'  W.  of  Washington.  *  Tiffin  is  there- 
fore 86  miles  north  of  Columbus,  and  34  rriiles  southAvest  of  Sandusky. 
There  are  just  twelve  ranges  between  the  west  line  of  Seneca  and  the  ^ 
State  of  Indiana,  being  6x12^72  miles. 

Seneca  bounty  h  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  counties  of  Crawford ' 
and  Wyandot;  on  the  west  by  Hancock  and  Wood;  on  the  north  by 
Sandusky/  and  on   the  east  by   Huron,     Its  length  and  width  are 
described  ;in  Chap.  X.     Its  shape  is  a  rectangular  parallelogram,  con- 
taining fifteen  townships. 

NATURAL    DRAINAGE. 

The  Sandusky  river,  running  through  the  county  from  the  south  to 
the  north,  divides  it  into  two  nearly  equal  parts,  and  is  the  principal 
stream  in  the  county.  The  left  bank  of  the  river,  in  its  general  bear- 
ing, is  higher  ground  than  the  east,  or  right  bank,  and  the  country  w^est 
of  the  river  descends  almost  immediately  as  it  recedes  from  the  river* 
shedding  the  waters  from  near  the  river  bank  into  the  east  branch  of 
Wolf  creek.  The  result  is,  that  there  is  not  a  single  stream  or  creek 
that  enters  the  left  bank  of  the  Sandusky  river  in  Seneca  county.  A 
little  brooklet  that  runs  a  short  time  after  a  rain,  called  Bell's  run. 
enters  at  the  Spooner  farm,  a  short  distance  south  of  LugenbeeTs  dam 
(formerly  so  called).  Tymochtee  and  Wolf  creeks  are  tributaries  of 
the  Sandusky  at  its  left  bank,  but  the  former  enters  the  river  in  Wyan- 
dot, and  the  latter  in  Sandusky  county. 

The  riv^,  in  its  northward  course,  enters  section  36  in  Seneca  town- 
ship, and  immediately  turns  into  section  31  in  Eden,  and  returns  again 
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into  Seneca,  where  it  keeps  on  its  course  along  the  eastern" 
sections  in  Seneca  township,  and  enters  section  36  in  Hopewell;  taking 
a  straight  northward  direction,  it  txirns  northeastwardly  and  enters 
section  19  in  Clinton,  passes  through  Tiffin,  runs  through  sections  tj, 
9  and  5  in  Clinton,  enters  section  32  in  Pheasant,  where  it  makes  many 
lifrns  in  all  directions,  and  finally  leaves  the  county  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  section  5  in  Pleasant. 

The  various  branches  of  Wolf  creek  start  near  the  southern  line  of 
the  county*  west  of  the  river^  the  eastern  branch  running  almost  par- 
alel  yith  the  river  throughout  the  county.  A  ishort  distance  north  of 
the  north  line  of  Seneca  county  the  several  branches  of  Wolf  creek 
unite,  and*  taking  a  short  turn  eastivardly,  immediately  enter  the  nver» 

There  seems  to  be  a  water  shed  all  along  the  east  line  of  the  county 
.of  Seneca  that  sends  its  waters  westward  into  the  Sandusky,  Honey 
creek  and  Rocky  creek  both  run  in  a  westerly  direction  about  hvelve 
miles,  without  taking  into  account  their  raeanderings,  when  they  run 
southwest  about  six  miles,  then  turn  northwest,  and  in  that  direction 
enter  the  river.  Honey  creek  takes  up  Silver  creek  near  the  nt)rtheast 
corner  of  section  24  in  Eden,  from  an  easterly  direction,  and  enters  the 
Sandusky  in  section  36  in  HopewelL  Rocky  creek  enters  the  river  at 
Tiffin  in  section  19,  in  Clinton;  Willow  creek  and  I^Iorrison  creek  flow 
into  the  Sandusky  in  section  17,  in  Clinton:  Spicer  creek  mouths  into 
the  Sandusky  in  section  28  in  Pleasant,  and  Sugar  creek  in  section  12 
of  the  same  township.  In  this  township  two  small  brooks — rain  water 
creeks — each  about  one  mile  long,  enter  the  river  from  the  left  bank. 
Six  creeks  enter  the  river  from  the  east,  within  fifteen  miles  from  the 
base  line.     Thus  it  is  seen  that  Seneca  county  is  well  watered. 

This  peculiarity  in  the  southern  bends  of  both  Honey  creek  and 
Rocky  creek  is  not  confined  to  this  county,  and  may  be  due  to  the  halt- 
ing retreat  of  the  glacier,  when  throwing  down  the  unmodified  drift 
with  which  that  portion  of  the  country  is  covered.  The  divides 
between  these  creeks,  along  their  upper  waters^  would  in  that  case  be 
the  moraine  accumulations,  which  further  west  and  at  lower  levels,  were 
not  sufficient  to  divert  the  drainage  from  the  general  course  of  the 
main  valley.  They  may  be  compared  to  the  extended  moraine  which 
shut  olf  the  St.  Marys  and  the  Wabash  rivers  from  their  most  direct 
course  to  lake  Erie,  along  their  upper  waters. 

SURFACE    FEATURES. 

The  county  presents  more  diversity  of  surface  than  Sandusky.  The 
northwestern  part,  including  the  townships  of  Jackson,  Liberty  and 
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Pleasant,  the  northern  half  of  Hopewell,  and  a  small  part  of  London, 
present  the  peculiar  features  of  the  lacustrine  region. 

The  Niagara  limestone  rises,  in  wide  undulations,  above  the  surface 
of  the  drift,  and  is  as  frequently  supplied  with  sandy  accumulations 
and  bowlders  as  in  counties  further  north.  The  surface  of  these  town- 
ships, otherwise,  is  very  flat.  The  remainder  of  the  county,  west  of 
the  Sandusky  river,  as  well  as  the  townships  of  Clinton  and  Eden  on 
the  east,  is  entirely  without  such  limestone  exposures,  and  the  surface, 
when  not  broken  by  drainage  valleys,  is  gently  undulating.  The  eastern 
part  of  the  county  is  considerably  more  elevated  than  the  middle  and 
western,  and  the  surface  is  characterized  at  once  by  longer  and  more 
considerable  undulations,  which  have  the  form,  very  often,  of  ridges, 
evenly  covered  by  drift,  running  about  northeast  and  southwest.  This 
greater  elevation  is  due  to  the  greater  resistance  of  the  Corniferous 
limestone  to  the  forces  of  the  glacial  epoch,  not  to  upheaval  as  many 
fancy;  while  the  original  inequalities  in  the  drift  surface  have  been 
increased  by  the  erosion  of  streams.  There  are  still,  even  in  the  east- 
ern portion  of  the  county,  flat  tracts  where  the  drainage  is  so  slow, 
that  the  washings  from  the  hill  sides  have  leveled  up  the  lower  grounds 
with  alluvial  and  marshy  accumulations.  In  such  cases  the  elevated 
drift'knolla  are  gravelly,  and  show  occasional  boulders;  but  in  the  level 
tract  which  has  been  filled,  no  boulders,  or  even  stones  of  any  kind, 
can  be  seen. 

The  streams  are  bounded  by  a  flood  plain  and  a  single  terrace.  The 
latter,  in  case  of  the  smaller  streams,  is  not  well  defined,  especially 
where  the  general  surface  is  not  flat..  The  following  heights  of  this 
terrace,  above  the  summer  stage  of  the  river,  were  ascertained  by 
Locke*s  level: 

Sugar  creek,  N,  W.  ^  Sec.  27,  Pleasant  township,  42  ft.  2  in. 
Honey  creek,  Sec.  20,  Eden  township,  58  ft. 
Sandusky  river,  Sec.  24,  Seneca  township,  63  ft.  3  in. 

SOIL   AND   TIMBER. 

The  soil,  consisting  principally  of  the  old  drift  surface,  is  what  may 
be  termed  a^  gravelly  clay,  with  various  local  modifications.  The 
principal  exceptions  are  the  alluvial  flats,  bordering  the  streams,  where 
the  soil  consists  largely  of  sandy  marl,  with  varying  proportions  of 
vegetable  matter,  the  depressions  in  the  old  drift  surface,  which  have 
been  slowly  filled  by  peah'  soil,  and  the  sandy  and  stony  ridges,  in  the 
townships  of  Jackson,  Liberty  and  Hopewell.  With  the  exception  of 
the  marsh  known  as  Big  Spring  Prairie,  in  the  southwestern  part  of 
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Big  Spring  lownsbij),  the  whole  country  is  in   a   tillable  conrliti" 
Hence,  it  is  settled  with  a  class  of  intelligent  and  prosperous  farmer*, 
who  keep  the  land  generally  under  constant  cultivation.     The  original 
forest,  which  is  now  to  a  great  extent  removed,  embraced  the  usual 
variety  of  oak,  hickory,  beech,  maple,  elm,  ash,  poplar  and  walmit. 

GEOLOGICAL   STRUCTURE, 

The  rocks  that  underlie  the  county  have  a  general  dip  towards  the 
east.  Hence,  the  Niagara  limestone,  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
co«nty,  is  succeeded  by  the  higher  formations  in  regular  order  in  irav- 
eling  east.  They  are  the  water  limestone,  the  Oriskany  sandstone, 
the  Lower  Corniferous,  the  Upper  Corniferous,  the  Hamilton  shale, 
and  the  Huron  shale,  or  black  slade.  The  eastern  boundary  of  the 
Niagara  enters  the  county  a  little  east  of  Green  Spring,  in  a  south- 
westerly direction,  and  crossing  the  Sandusky  river  at  Tiffin,  it  turns 
westward  nearly  to  the  center  of  Hopewell  township,  where  it  again 
turns  southwest,  and  leaves  the  county  at  Adrian.  All  west  of  this  line 
is  underlain  by  the  Niagara,  which  is  not  divided  into  two  belts,  as  in 
Sandusky  and  Ottawa  counties.  The  strip  of  the  waterlime  which 
separates  it  in  those  counties,  probably  just  indents  the  northern  line 
of  the.  county  in  Pleasant  township.  The  out-cropping  edge  of  the 
Upper  Corniferous  is  the  only  other  geological  boundary  that  can  be 
definitely  located.  Those  on  either  side  are  so  obiicured  by  the  drift, 
that  their  located  positions  on  the  map  must  be  regarded  as  conjectured. 
In  general,  however,  the  waterlime  underlies  a  strip  along  the  eastern 
side  of  the  Niagara  area,  about  five  miles  in  width  on  the  north,  but 
widening  to  nine  miles  on  the  south.  The  Lower  Corniferous  underlies 
the  western  part  of  Bloom  and  Scipio  townships,  and  the  eastern  part 
of  Adams.  The  Upper  Corniferous  occupies  the  most  of  Thompson 
and  Reed  townships,  the  western  portion  of  Venice,  and  the  eastern 
portion  of  Bloom  and  Scipio,  The  Hamilton  and  the  Black  shale  have 
not  been  seen  in  out-crop  in  the  county,  but  are  believed  to  underlie  a 
small  area  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  county.  The  Black  shale 
may  be  seen  in  the  valley  of  Slate  Run,  Norwich  township,  in  Huron 
county. 

The  Niagara  shows  the  following  exposures: 


IN   JACKSON    TOWNSHIP, 

S,  VV.  */^  of  section  36,  in  a  little  creek.  No  dip  discoverable.  In  section 
22,  a  prominent  ridge  is  crossed,  and  slightly  excavated  by  the  railroad. 
The  ascent  is  so  gentle  the  grade  rises  over  it.     N.  W,  5^  of  section 
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31,  of  the  (inelph  aspect,  shows  numerous  fossils,  used  for  making 
roads,  and  for  lime. 

IN    LlliERTY    TOWNSHIP, 

S.  W,  j.^  of  section  4^  in  west  branch  of  Wolf  creeks  dip  6  or  S  degrees 
west  of  the  S,  E.  j{  of  section  5, 

Secth>n  3,  half  a  mile  west  o(  Bettsville;  frequent  exposures  along 
the  west  branch  of  Wolf  creek.  When  observable,  the  dip  is  to  the 
west. 

Section  10 — Along  the  east  line  of  the  section,  in  the  form  of  ridges. 
N.  E,  ^  of  section  28,  N.  W.  }{  of  section  2,  horizontal;  in  the  west 
branch  of  Wolf  creek,  setting  back  the  water  nearly  a  mile.  N.  W*  J^ 
of  section  24,  considerably  qaarried  for  foundations  and  abutments  of 
bridges.  S.  W.  }(  of  section  30,  by  the  roadside.  N.  E.  }(  of  section 
36,  in  VV^olf  creek.  S.  W.  f/  of  section  34,  S.  W.  j^  of  section  31,  in 
tliick  beds,  used  by  Mr.  George  King  in  the  construction  of  his  house^^ 
dip  5**  N.  E;  N-  W.  j{  section  29. 

IN   PLEASANT  TOWNSHIP, 

Northwest  quarter  of  section  10,  in  the  bed  of  Wolf  creek,  dip  north- 
east, glacial  scratches,  south  56^  west,  northwest  quarter  of  section  20. 
In  the  bed  of  the  river  at  Fort  Seneca,  just  below  the  dam,  a  5ne 
grained,  bluish  limestone  has  been  a  little  quarried  for  use  on  roads. 
But  owing  to  its  hardness  and  the  unfavorable  location,  it  was  not^ 
regarded  suitable.  It  probably  belongs  to  the  Niagara,  although  the 
opportunities  for  examination  were  too  meager  to  determine  exactly. 
Center  and  southeast  quarter  of  section  28,  in  thick  beds,  in  Spicer 
creek, 

IN    HOPEWELL   TOWNSHIP, 

Northeast  quarter  of  section  22.  Has  the  aspect  of  the  Guelph  on  the 
land  of  Henry  W.  Creeger;  surface  exposure,  section  16,  where  the 
road  crosses  Wolf  creek. 

In  these  surface  exposures  very  little  opportunity  is  offered  for  ascer- 
taining  the  lithological  characters,  or  the  mineralogical  and  fossil 
contents  of  the  formation.  The  chief  exposure  of  the  Niagara  within 
the  county  is  in  the  Sandusky  river  between  Tiffin  and  Fort  Seneca, 

From  Tiffin,  descending  the  Sandusky  river,  rocks  show  constantly 
to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  line  between  Clinton  and  Pleasant  town- 
ships. Throughout  the  most  of  this  distance,  the  dip  of  the  formation 
(Niagara)  is  from  five  to  ten  degrees  toward  the  southwest,  but  with 
various  flexures  and  undulations  in  all  directions.  The  thickness  of 
bedding  exposed  is  between  fifty  and  sixty  feet.     The  ^following  minutes 
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on  this  exposure  will  show  the  undulations  in  the  dip  of  the  beds,  and 
the  manner  of  the  occvirrence  of  the  fossiliferous  beds,  which  have  by 
some  been  regarded  as  a  distinct  raeinber  of  the  Upper  Silurian  above 
the  Niagara.  They  make,  here,  a  sudden  appearance  within  the  form- 
ation, having  horizontal  continuity  with  the  more  usual  hard*  gray,  and 
thick-bedded  Niagara,  which  contains  fewer  fossil  remains.         ^ 

Ascending  the  river  from  section  39,  in  Pleasant  township,  glacial 
furrows,  S.  44"*  W.,  the  dips  of  the  Niagara  were  observed,  together   *  I 
with  the  water  lime  formations  to  some  distance  southwest  of  Tiffin, 
^  varying  from  three  to  eighteen  feet  in  all  directions,  and  resulted  thus: 

Total  southwest  dip ..,  87  ft,  10  in. 

Total  northeast  dip 33  ft. 

Actual  southwest  dip  of  the  formation 54  ft,  10  in. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  Niagara  limestoncj  especially  the 
uppermost,  fifty-five  feet,  is,  in  general,  a  gray  crystalline,  rather  fine- 
grained, compact,  or  slightly  visicular  and  unfossiliferous  mass;  and  that 
the  fossiliferous  parts  are  rough  and  visicular,  of  a  light  buff  color,  apt 
to  crumble  under  the  weather,  and  not  horizontally  continuous. 

The  green  shale,  which  in  Sandusky  county  represents  the  Salina, 
has  nowhere  been  seen  in  Seneca  county.  The  only  place  within  the 
county  where  the  junction  of  the  Niagara  and  waterlime  has  been 
observed,  is  in  the  quarries  at  Tiffin,  within  the  corporate  limits.  A 
few  rods  above  the  iron  bridge  on  Washington  street,  a  quarry  has  been 
opened  in  the  left  bank  of  the  Sandusky  which  may  be  designated 
as  quarry  No.  1.  The  Niagara  shows  in  a  broad  surface  exposure,  over 
which  the  river  spreads,  except  in  its  lowest  stage.  The  quarry  has  not 
penetrated  it,  but  the  overlying  water  lime  beds  have  been  stripped  off, 
showing  a  section  of  12  feet  in  their  beds,  belonging  to  phase  No.  3* 
This  lies  conformably  on  the  Niagara,  so  far  as  can  be  seen,  the  sepa- 
rating surface  presenting  no  unusual  flexures  or  irregularities.  The 
only  trace  of  the  Salina  is  in  the  tendency  of  the  color  and  texture  of 
the  Niagara  towards  those  of  the  water  lime,  visible  through  its  last 
three  or  four  inches.  It  is  bluish-drab,  porous,  crystalline,  with  some 
indistinct  greenish  lines  and  spots.  It  contains  much  calcite,  and  some 
galena.  From  this  character  it  passes  immediately  into  a  bluish-gray 
crystalline  rock,  in  thick,  firm  beds,  with  spots  of  purple,  heavy  and 
slightly  porous,  the  cavities  being  nearly  all  filled  with  calcite. 

The  principal  exposures  of  the  waterlime  are  in  the  quarries  at 
Tiftiu. 

Quarry  No.  2  is  located  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  last,  on  the 
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right  bank  of  the  river,  and  is  known  as  the  city  quarry.  The  dip  here 
is  southwest,  six  or  eight  degrees.  Supposing  the  dip  is  uniform 
between  quarries  Nos.  1  and  2,  there  must  be  an  unseen  interval  of 
twenty-five  or  thirty  feet  of  the  formation  separating  them.  Total 
exposed,  i  7  ft.  9  in. 

The  characteristic  fossil,  liperditia  aha,  may  be  seen  in  nearly  all 
parts  of  this  section,  but  it  was  especially  noted  in  Nos.  3  and  7,  This 
rock  is  all  hard  and  crystalline,  but  with  a  fine  gram.  No.  3,  without 
careful  examination,  might  be  taken  for  Niagara,  if  seen  alone.  Wlien 
broken  into  fragments  for  roads,  the  color  of  the  pile,  weathered  a  few 
months,  is  a  pleasant  bluish  gray.  Yet  on  close  examination,  the  blue 
tints  vanii^h,  and  the  stone  shows  a  drab,  a  dark  or  brownish  drab,  a 
black  and  a  bluish  gray,  (the  last  two  only  on  the  lines  of  the  bedding) 
depending  on  the  fracture  or  surface  examined. 

The  river,  just  in  the  southern  limits  of  the  city,  is  flowing  east.  The 
rock  can  be  followed  along  the  same  bank  of  the  river  eighteen  or 
twenty  rods  from  the  foregoing  quarry,  and  has  an  irregular  surface 
exposure  throughout  that  distance,  with  a  continuous  dip  southwest. 
The  rock  then  follows  the  bluff,  which  strikes  across  a  path  of  river 
bottom,  and  is  not  seen  again  until  a  mile  further  up  the  river.  It  is 
here  quarried  and  burnt  into  lime.  The  dip  is  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion— that  is,  towards  'the  north.  This  is  quarry  No.  3.  Total,  27  ft, 
Q  in. 

This  rock  is  quite  different  in  most  of  its  external  aspects  from  that 
described  in  the  last  two  sections,  and  it  probably  overlies  them.  It  is 
mtich  more  loose-grained  and  porous,  and  is  almost  without  bituminous 
films.  The  beds  are  generally  six  to  twelve  inches,  but  sometimes  three 
feet  in  thickness.  It  has  more  constantly  the  typical  drab  color  of  the 
waterlime,  and  it  shows,  besides  the  liperditia  aha,  another  bivalve 
like  atrypa  sulcata,  and  a  handsome  species  of  orthis;  also,  a  coarse 
favositoid  coral,  all  of  which  are  often  seen  in  the  water  lime. 

In  the  S,  E.  }:(  of  section  22,  Hopewell  township,  Mr.  Henry  W.  Crec- 
ger  quarries  water-lime  in  the  bed  of  Wolf  creek ;  dip  south  six  or 
eight  degrees. 

The  waterlime  appears  in  thin,  drab  beds  at  the  bridge  over  the  .San- 
dusky in  N.  E.  /.^  of  section  23,  Seneca  township,  with  undulating  dip. 

In  S.  E.  }(  of  section  29,  Clinton  township,  where  the  road  crosses 
Rocky  creek,  the  waterlime  is  exposed,  having  the  feature  of  No.  8,  of 
quarry  No,  3  at  Tiffin.      [See  Vol.  I,  Geology  p.  618.] 

The  Oriskany  sandstone  is  nowhere  exposed  in  this  county,  but  its 
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line  of  outcrop  probably  passes  through  Adams,  Clinton  and   Eden 
townships. 

The  Lower  Corniferous  has  been  observed  in  the  following  places: 
S.  W.  }(  of  section  i,  Eden  toiivTiship.  Along  the  bed  of  a  little 
creek»  tributary  to  Rocky  creek,  a  magnesian,  buff,  granular  limestone 
is  exposed.  *"  It  has  no  fossils,  so  far  as  can  be  seen  in  the  meager  out- 
crops. It  is  also  seen  in  the  banks  along  the  creek,  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Ferguson,  It  was*  formerly  quarried,  to  a  limited  extent,  and  used  for 
rough  walls.  It  is  rather  soft  at  first,  but  is  said  to  become  harder 
when  the  water  is  dried  out.     There  is  no  dip  discoverable. 

N.  W.  V^  of  section  20,  Bloom  township.  In  the  right  bank  of  Sil- 
ver creek  there  is  an  exposure  of  higher  beds  of  the  Lower  Corniferous, 
as  follows,  from  above  : 

No.  i^In  beds  of  two  to  six  inches;  buff  and  dark  buff,  magnc-- 
sian;  very  slightly  fossiliferous;  some  hard  and  crystalline, 
some  soft  and  spongy.  These  edges  do  not  appear  to 
be  slaty.  They  have  been  long  weathered  and  lie  loose. 
This  is  near  the  junction  of  the  Lower  and  Upper  Cornif- 
erous. 

-Magnesian  ;  rather  hard ;  crystalline;  non -fossiliferous j 
buff  when  dry;  fine  grained;  banded  with  darker  buff,  or 
with  brown  when  in  thicker  beds.  BeAs  ^^  inch  to  2 
inches.     These  edges  appear  slaty. 


No. 


10  ft, 


2  ft, 


Total , 


.12  ft. 


Lying  nearly  horizontal  five  or  six  rods,  at  the  east  end  of  the  bluff 
the  beds  dip  east  and  disappear.  A  little  west  of  this  exposure  the 
magnesian,  nun -fossiliferous,  thick-bedded  characters  of  the  Lower  Cor- 
niftrous  may  be  seen  in  the  bed  of  the  creek.  Eighteen  or  twenty  rods 
to  the  east,  the  features  and  fossils  of  the  Upper  Corniferous  appear  in 
an  old  quarry  by  the  roadside,  where  the  dip  is  E.  N,  E. 

S.  W.  }{  of  section  3,  Scipio  township.  Along  the  channel  of  Sugar 
creek,  on  the  land  of  Enoch  Fry,  a  stone  is  exposed  which  appears  like 
Lower  Corniferous,  It  is  soft,  coarse  grained,  and  without  visible  fossils. 
A  pond  located  near  this  place,  which  has  precipitous  banks  and  some-  ' 
times  becomes  dry,  is  probably  caused  by  subterranean  disturbances 
and  erosion. 

The  quarry  of  Mr,  David  W^yatt,  N.  VV.  y^  of  section  i,  Scipio  Ujwn- 
ship,  is  in  a  thin  bedded,  bluff  stone,  which  has  no  tendency  to  blue, 
without  fossils,  and  included  within  the  Lower  Corniferous, 
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The  Lower  Corniferous  is  also  exposed  S.  E.  }{  of  section  34,  Adams 

township,  along  the  public  road. 

N.  E,  }{  of  section  26,  Eden  township.  A  fine-grained,  argillacious, 
gray  rock,  weathering  buff*  without  visible  fossils,  appears  in  the 
road.  It  seems  apt  to  break  into  angular  pieces*  three  or  four  inches 
across.  It  is  rather  hard.  It  is  probably  included  within  the  Lower 
Corniferous. 

The  opportunities  tor  observing  the  lower  portion  of  the  Corniferous 
within  the  county  are  not  sufficient  to  warrant  a  general  section  and 
description. 

The  L'pper  Corniferous,  owing  to  its  greater  hardness  and  toughness, 
was  not  so  generally  destroyed  by  the  ice  and  water  of  the  glacial 
epoch,  and  now  may  be  more  frequently  seen,  thinly  covered  with 
coarse  drift,  occupying  the  highest  parts  of  the  county  and  forming  .the 
main  water  shed.  The  coarseness  of  the  drift  on  these  higher  tracts  is 
owing  to  the  washings  by  rains  and  freshets  since  the  dose  of  the  gla- 
cial  epoch.  It  is  an  unassorted  hardpan,  and  sometimes  covers  glacial 
striae  in  the  rock  below. 

This  part  of  the  Corniferous  is  exposed  in  the  following  places  within 
the  county.  It  furnishes  a  very  useful  building  stone,  and  is  extensively 
used  for  all  walls,  foundations,  and  some  buildings. 

TN    THOMPSON    TOWNSHIP, 

N,  W.  j.{  of  section  20.  It  closely  underlies  most  of  the  section.  The 
drift  being  thin,  the  soil  sometimes  shows  fragments.  A  quarry  is 
owned  by  Mr  John  W.  Paine. 

S.  W.  ^4  of  section  16.  Mr.  George  Good's  quarry;  beds  horizontal, 
in  ihe  midst  of  a  field  in  fine  cultivation,  with  a  surface  gently  undu- 
lating; drift  at  the  quarry  eight  inches,  but  rapidly  thickening  further 
away.  Same  J^  section.  .Samuel  Royers'  quarry  exposes  about  eight 
feet  perpendicular;  beds  about  horizontal. 

S.  W.  J^  of  section  14,  Reuben  Hartman's  cjuarry  exposes  about 
eight  feet  of  blue,  thin  beds,  which  seem  to  have  been  shattered,  falling 
towards  the  west,  the  firm  beds  having  a  slight  dip  towards  the  north- 
east.     Large,  handsome  flagging  is  obtained  at  this  tiuarry. 

N.  E.  }(  of  section  2;  Benjamin  Bunn*s  quarry.  There  are  here 
about  three  feet  of  drift  over  the  rock.  The  beds  are  exposed  about 
six  feet  perpendicularly  ;  dip  not  observed,  although  there  is  a  falling 
away  by  fracture  towards  the  west. 

S.  W.  )(  of  section  1.  Charles  Smith*s  quarry  faces  the  west;  indeed, 
the  same  is  true  of  Hartman's  and  Bunn's.     Mr.  Royers*  quarry  is  an 
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irregular  opening,  facing  mostly  north  and  wesL  Mn  Good's  faces 
north  and  east, 

S.  E,  }(  of  section  i.  Id  the  edge  of  Huron  county,  Mr.  (ieorge 
Sheffield  has  a  quarry  in  horizontal  beds;  gravelly  soil  eighteen  inches* 

S.  E.  }4  of  setion  i.     Quarry  of  William  Cletnens. 

N.  E,  li  of  section  at*  Quarry  of  Joseph  Shirk.  This  consists  of 
a  mass  of  shattered  and  dislodged  beds,  from  which,  however,  good 
stone  is  taken.  In  one  place,  a  mass  showing  a  perpendicular  thick- 
ness of  five  feet  is  twisted  away  from  its  original  position,  the  planes 
of  jointing  indicating  where  it  ought  to  be.  It  is  removed  two  feet 
from  its  natural' place.  The  projection  beyond  the  face  of  the  other 
beds  tapers,  in  the  distance  of  about  fifteen  feet,  to  a  few  inches,  and 
is  hid  by  debris. 

Northeast  quarter  of  section  15,  quarry  of  John  M,  Krauss. 

Northeast  quarter  of  section  29,  quarry  of  Mrs,  Joseph  Hoover. 

Northeast  quarter  of  section  10,  quarry  of  Isaac  Karn. 

Northwest  quarter  of  section  11,  quarry  of  Tunis  Wygart. 

Northwest  quarter  of -section  2,  quarry  of  Grimes  heirs. 

Many  others  also  have  small  openings  in  the  rocks  in  this  township. 
They  are  nearly  all  in  the  midst  of  cultivated  fields,  and  there  is  a 
remarkable  absence  of  boulders^  although  the  rock  is  sometimes  seen 
projecting  above  the  surface.  There  are  a  few  boulders,  but  they  are 
such  as  belong  to  the  drifts  and  have  been  dug  out  by  the  erosion  of 
streams,  or  by  man.  They  are  not  thick  about  rocky  outcrops,  as  in 
the  lacustrine  region. 

JN    HLtXlxM    TOWNS H IF. 

Northwest  quarter  of  section  11,  Lewis  Fisher  has  an  extensive 
([uarry  in  the  Upper  Corniferous,  in  the  valley  of  a  little  tributary  to 
Honey  creek.  About  fifteen  feet  of  bedding  are  exposed,  lying  nearly 
horizontal.  The  lowest  beds  are  about  eighteen  inches  in  thickness, 
and  softer,  yet  of  a  blue  color  like  the  rest.  In  wodcing  Mr.  Fisher*s 
quarry,  it  has  become  nec^sary  to  remove  about  ten  feet  of  hardpan 
drift. 

Northeast  quarter  of  section  to.  Jacob  Dctwiller's  quarry  is  also  an 
extensive  opening,  and  exposes  beds  a  few  feet  lower  than  Mr,  Fisher's. 
The  lowest  seems  to  be  of  a  lighter  color,  and  must  be  near  the  bottom 
of  the  Upper  Corniferous.  A  stream  disappears  in  this  quarry,  in  time 
of  freshet. 

Southwest  quarter  of  section  2,  Henry  Detterman's  quarry  is  located 
in  the  valley  of  Honey  creek. 
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Northeast  quarter  of  section  20.     Along  the  banks  of  Silver  creek 
there  is  considerable   exposure   of  the  Upper  Corniferous,  and  it  is 
extensively  wrought  by  Abraham  Kagy.     The  bed^  here  have  a  contin- 
uous dip,  E.  S,  E.,  affording  opportanities  for  the  following  sections: 
No.  I — Fossiliferonsbeds  with  chert,  which  weathers  white;  thin* 

bedded,  of  bluish-gray  color.  7  ft. 

No.  2 — Thin,  Haggy,  lenticular  beds;  fossiliferous ;  drab-bufi' 
color ;  hard,  brittle,  and  sometimes  with  vermicular 
impressions.  4  ft, 

[Note. — ^No.   2  would    probably  be   thicker-bedded  if 
freshly  exposed.] 
No,  3 — The  same  as  No.  2,  but  in  more  even  beds,  28  ft. 

Upper  Corniferous  exposed    ...  ......     -.,.,.. ,.39  ft. 

Northwest  quarter  of  section   29.      Noah   Einsel  has  a  handsome 
quarry,  in  beds  which  dip  E.  N.  E. 

Northwest  quarter  of  section  20,  Reed  township.     The  Upper  Cor 
niferous  is  quarried  by  Mr.  Armstrong. 

THE    DRIFT. 

Throughout  this  county,  this  deposit  lies  as  it  was  left  by  the  gla- 
cier.    The  mass  of  it  is  an  unassorted  hardpan,  but  it  shows  locally  the " 
glacial  stratification  incident  to  streams  of  water  arising  from  the  dis- 
solution of  the  ice.     Such  cases  of  stratification  are  most  common  in 
the  great  valleys  where  the  waters  necessarily  accumulaied.     They  are 
by  no  means  common,  nor  uniform  in  their  location  in  the  drift  verti- 
cally.    In  some  cases  the  stratification   arises  nearly  or  quite  to  the 
surface,  or  prevails  to  the  depth  of  thirty  or  forty  feet ;  in  others  it 
embraces  one  or  more  beds  of  hardpan,  which  have  irregular  outlines. 
In  section  20,  Eden  township,  the  banks  of  Honey  creek  were  particu- 
larly noted,  and  may  be  described  as  follows: 
No.  1 — This  is  imperfectly  exposed,  but  wherever  seen  is  in  unas- 
sorted hardpan  with  considerable  gravel.     It  forms  the 
soil  of  the  county,  and  is  of  a  brownish  yellow  color.         25  ft. 
No.  2 — Is  blue,  and  composed  of  alternating  beds  of  compacted 
hardpan,  containing  water-worn  and  scratched  pebbles 
of  all  kinds  and  sizes,  apparently  unassorted  and  unstrat- 
ifted,  and  beds  of  coarse  sand,  extremely  fine  sand  and 
,   coarse  gravel.     From  the  sand  and  gravel  layers  issue 
springs  of  ferriferous  water.     The  sand  layers  sometimes 
graduate  into  impervious,  clay-like  beds,  and  can  hardly 
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be  called  sand.     The  lowest  seen  in  No.  2  Is  a  layer  of 
eighteen  inches,  at  least,  of  clear  sand,  30  ft. 

No,  3 — Talus  of  round  pebbles  and  stones,  mostly  limestone, 

and  frequently  stained  with  iron  oxide.  3  ft 

The  thickness  of  the  drift  cannot  be  stated  with  certainty.     At  Attica, 

in  the  township  of  Venice,  wells  penetrate  it  to  the  depth  of  sixty  feel 

without  striking  the  rock.     This  is  the  highest  point  within  the  county, 

and  the  general  surface  is  rolling, 

MATERIAL    RESOURCES — BUILDING    STONE. 

Next  to  th^  products  of  the  soil,  the  ipost  important  resources  of 
Seneca  county  consist  in  the  products  of  the  quarries.  Throughout 
most  of  the  county  there  is  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  good  building 
stone,  although  the  best  quarries  are  situated  a  little  unfavorably  for 
the  townships  of  Loudon,  Big  Spring,  Seneca,  Eden,  Pleasant,  Venice 
and  Reed.  The  quarries  at  Tiffin  furnish  stone  throughout  a  radius  of 
many  miles,  while  those  in  Bloom  township  supply  a  great  tract  of 
country  south  and  cast.  The  quarries  in  Thompson  tow^nship,  although 
lo^sated  in  the  Upper  Corniferous,  are  affording  one  of  the  best  qualities 
of  stone  in  northwestern  Ohio;  they  are  favorably  exposed  for  work- 
ing, but  less  developed  than  similar  openings  in  Bloom  township.  This 
is  doubtless  due  to  the  superior  advantages  of  quarries  further  north, 
and  at  Bellevue,  in  Sandusky  county,  for  reaching  market  and  for  ship- 
ment by  railroad. 

LIME. 

For  lime,  the  Niagara  and  waterlime  formations  are  chiefly  used. 
They  are  more  easily  quarried  and  more  cheaply  burned  than  the  Upper 
Corniferous,  Both  are  burned  at  Tiffin,  but  the  kilns  are  rude  and  the 
expense  of  burning  is  greater  than  where  the  improved  kilns  arc 
employed. 


Clay  for  brick  and  red  pottery  is  found  in  suitable  quantities  in  all 
parts  of  the  county.  Many  establishments  for  the  manufacture  of  brick 
employ  the  surface  of  the  ordinary  hard  pan,  including  even  the  soil; 
others  reject  the  immediate  surface,  which  contains  roots  and  turf,  and 
burn  the  hardpan  from  the  depth  of  a  foot  or  two.  This  material » 
although  liable  to  contain  pebbles  of  limestone,  which  injure  the  man- 
uiarturcd  article,  generally  has  it  in  such  small  quantity  and  in  so 
comminuted  a  state,  as  to  require  no  other  flux  for  the  silica.  The 
'^tilci  brick  and  pottery  made  in  this  way  are  suitable  for  all  purposes 
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phere  no  great  degree  of  heat  is  required.  Mr.  J,  M,  Zahm,  of  Tiffin, 
'^aftffrniany  careful  experiments,  has  succeeded  in  making  a  good  quality 
of  hydraulic  cement  by  mixing  the  finest  of  the  drift  clay,  in  proper 
parts,  with  ordinary  carbonate  of  Hme  or  tufa.  He  has  also  produced 
from  the  drift  clay  near  Tiffin,  by  making  proper  selections,  a  very  fine 
potter),  some  of  which  cannot  be  distinguished  from  the  terra  cotta 
ware  used  for  ornaments  and  statues.  It  has  a  very  vitreous  fracture, 
a  smooth  surface,  and  a  dark  red  or  amber  color.  From  the  drift  clay 
near  Tiffin,  Mr.  H.  W,  Creeger  also  obtained  a  fine  material  for  pottery 
and  for  glazing  with  salt* 

BOG-IRON    ORE. 

Before  the  development  of  the  lake  Superior  and  Missouri  iron 
mines,  one  of  the  principal  sources  of  iron  in  the  northwest  was  the 
bog  ore  deposits,  which  are  scattered  over  much  of  the  country.  In 
northwestern  Ohio  the  numerous  furnaces  which  were  employed  on 
these  deposits  along  the  south  shore  of  lake  Erie,  and  in  counties 
further  south  and  west,  rendered  bog  ore  an  important  item  of  mineral 
wealth.  It  produces  an  iron  known  as  **cold  short*''  owing  to  the 
presence  of  phosphorus,  which  cannot  be  used  for  w^ire  or  for  sheet 
iron,  but  is  valuable  for  castings.  On  the  contrary,  iron  from  the  ores 
which  contain  sulphur  as  an  impurity,  or  silicon,  is  friable  or  brittle 
when  hot,  and  is  distinguished  as  '^red  short**  When  these  two 
qualities  occur  in  close  proximity,  or  in  circumstances  favorable  for 
transportation,  they  may  be  mixed  in  the  process  of  smelting,  and 
the  resulting  iron  is  greatly  improved.  The  lake  Superior  ores, 
which  are  the  only  ones  smelted  in  the  furnaces  of  northwestern 
Ohio,  are  quite  free  from  sulphur,  and  hence  at  the  present  time 
the  bog  ores  possess  but  little  commercial  value.  It  will  be  only 
in  connection  with  the  sulphur  ores  of  the  coal  measures  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  state,  that  the  bog  ores  can  be  made  of  any 
mineral  value. 

In  Seneca  county  bog  ore  occurs  in  a  number  of  places.  It  is  not 
in  sufficient  quantities,  usually,  to  invite  e^stpenditure  of  capital,  and  in 
the  absence  of  abundant  fuel,  it  will  probably  never  be  of  any  eco- 
nomical value.  It  was  met  with  on  the  farm  of  W.  B.  Stanley,  about 
two  miles  southeast  of  Tiffin,  where  it  underlies  a  peat  bog,  covering 
irregularly  perhaps  fifteen  o^  twenty  acres. 

h  also  occurs  on  the  land  of  Mr.  Foght,  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion 27,  Seneca  township.  It  has  been  taken  out  here  in  large 
blocks,  roughly  cut  while  wet,  and  set  up  for  back  walls  in  rude  fire 
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places.  On  being  exposed  to  the  air,  or  especially  to  fire,  it  becomes 
cemented  and  very  hard.  There  is  also  a  deposit  in  section  i  r,  in 
Clinton  township,  exactly  on  the  south  line  of  the  Seneca  Indian 
reservation. 


V 


CHAPTER  XV. 


LIFE  OF  JOSIAH   HEDGES-CHANGE-FIRST   PLAT  OF  TIFFIN- THE   SAW-MILL 
MIASMA-FIRST    FRAME  HOUSES-FIRST  STORES-FIRST  BRICK  HOUSES 
-THE    FERRY-THE    DUG-OUT  -  FIRST    HOTELS  —  BLACK-STRAP— HENRY 
GROSS- MR.  BREDOON'S   DEATH-THE   CREEGER   FAMILY-HENRY  LANG- 
HENRY  CRONISE-DR.  BOYER'S  FAMILY— PHILIP  SEEWALD. 


JOSIAH  HEDGES. 

AMO\(t  the  most  remarkable  of  the  leading  pioneers  of  Seneca 
county,  was  Josiah  Hedges,  the  founder  of  Tiffin.  He  was  born 
April  9,  1778,  near  West  Liberty,  Berkley  county,  Va.,  and  throughout 
his  whole  life  preserved  the  characteristics  of  the  true  Virginian.  He  left 
his  father's  home  at  an  early  age,  with  a  determination  to  carve  out  his 
own  fortune.  The  first  enterprise  which  he  undertook  on  his  own 
account,  was  a  trading  excursion  to  New  Orleans  on  a  flatboat,  laden 
with  fruit,  which  he  floated  down  the  Ohio  river  from  Wheeling  to  New 
Orleans.  The  voyage  lasted  six  weeks.  He  finally  settled  in  Ohio  in 
1 80 1,  one  year  before  it  was  admitted  as  a  state,  and  located  in  Belmont 
county,  where,  for  a  number  of  years,  he  was  one  of  the  most  active 
and  prominent  citizens.  He  was  the  first  sheriff  of  that  county,  and 
for  a  number  of  years  clerk  of  the  court.  He  next  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  at  St.  Clairsville.  His  capital  was  limited,  but  was 
slowly  and  surely  increasing  by  prudence  and  sagacity — firm  traits  in 
his  character  that  never  forsook  him  through  life. 

In  those  days,  merchants  in  the  west  were  wont  to  purchase  their 
goods  in  Philadelphia,  journeying  across  the  Alleghany  mountains  on 
horseback,  and  carrying  their  specie  in  their  saddle  bags.  In  18 19,  he 
()j)cned  a  branch  store  in  Mansfield,  having  as  a  partner  his  brother, 
CiL-n.  James  Hedges.  Soon  thereafter  he  removed  from  St.  Clairsville 
to  Mansficltl.     In  1S20,  he  made  a  journey  to  P'ort  Ball,  in  this  county. 

His  natural  foresight  very  soon  suggested  to  him  the  possil)ility  of  a 
speculation,  an<l  he  immediately  decided  to  enter  the  land  opposite  to 
Fort  Hall,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Sandusky  river.  Here  the  county 
scat  was  located  soon  thereafter,  in  the  heart  of  the  town  that  Mr. 
Hodges  caused  to  be  platted  immediately  after  his  purchase  of  the  land 
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lar,  and  his  carriage  wonderfully  straight  for  one  of  his  age.  From 
that  time  onward  the  increasing  years  wrought  their  mark  upon  his 
powerful  frame.  On  a  pleasant  day  he  would  walk  with  short  steps 
about  town,  in  his  double  gown,  with  a  stick  in  his  hand>  dragging  his 
shoes,  tramped  down  at  the  heels,  often  with  his  smoking  cap  on  and 
smoking  his  familiar  short  pipe^ — the  very  picture  of  a  comfortable 
sunset  after  a  long,  summer  day. 

In  stature  Mr.  Hedges  was  a  little  over  six  feet  high,  and  well 
proportioned.  His  carriage  was  very  straight,  his  movements  and 
gestures,  as  well  as  his  conversation,  very  decided.  He  had  nothing 
of  suavity  or  **blarney**  about  him.  He  was  very  economical  with  his 
words  in  business  transactions,  and  would  say  no  more  than  was  neces- 
sary to  accomplish  the  work  in  hand.  His  intercourse  with  men,  while 
it  was  pleasant  enough  in  business^  and  utterly  void  of  offense,  yet  bore 
that  peculiar,  almost  indescribable,  natural  aristocracy  that  so  much 
characterizes  the  true  Virginia  gentleman  of  the  olden  school.  His 
voice  was  clear,  a  little  metalic,  and  on  a  rather  high  note  for  so  large 
a  person.  He  had  a  fine  forehead,  a  sharp,  small,  black  eye,  a  promi- 
nent nose,  not  very  large,  clenched  lips,  high  cheek  bones,  heavy  lower 
jaw,  and  in  his  tout  ensemble  was  the  very  image  of  firmness  and 
decision. 


C  II  A  N  (i  E . 


"O'er  ns,  we  scarce  know  whence  or  when 
A  change  begins  to  aleal, 
Which  t4*H(^hes  that  we  ne'er  again 
As  once  we  fell,  shall  feel. 
A  curtain,  slowly  flmwn  aside. 
Reveals  a  shadowed  scene 
Whf rein  tlie  future  (Uffers  wide 
From  wiiat  the  past  has  been."' 

lie  law  of  change  is  stamped  and  deeply  imprinted  upon  all  earthly 
things.  The  bud  that  opens  its  leaves  into  a  flower,  to  greet  the  first 
rays  of  the  rising  sun,  gives  up  its  glory  to  the  gentle  zephyr  at  noon, 
and  is  gone.  The  towering  oak,  that  defied  the  storms  and  wintry 
blasts  for  centuries,  finally  yields  to  the  demands  of  nature  and  crum- 
bles its  substance  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  sprung.  The  rocks  and 
hills  submit  to  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  seasons,  and  change  form> 
under  the  law  of  disintegration.  Seneca  county  no  longer  wears  the 
beauty  of  her  pristine  grandeur.  Its  noble  forest  is  broken  and  gone, 
and  with  it  the  wild  aborigines  and  still  wilder  beasts*     The  drift-wood 
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15  removed  from  the  river  and  the  creeks,  the  streams  are  gradually 
becoming  more  nearly  straight/and  the  great  swales  are  nearly  alt  laid 
dry  by  judicious  ditching.  Rich  crops  reward  the  labors  of  the  hus- 
bandman, and  the  shouts  and  songs  of  happy  children  have  taken  the 
place  of  the  hideous  howling  of  the  wolf  and  the  roaring  of  the 
ravenous  panther.  The  echo  of  the  woodman's  axe  has  made  way  for 
the  shrill  whistle  of  the  steam-factory  and  the  locomotive,  and  thou- 
sands of  happy,  prosperous  and  intelligent  people  worship  God  in 
splendid  meeting  houses,  erected  where  the  blue  smoke  of  the  council 
fires  of  the  Indians  rose  in  curling  clouds  over  the  tree  tops.  The  trail 
of  the  Indian  is  wiped  away  by  public  roads  that  bring  market  to  every 
door, 

,\nd  so  has  Tiffin  yielded  to  the  law  of  change.  There  is  no  trace 
left  of  the  few  rabins  that  first  marked  the  place  called  Tiffin.  They 
have  passed  away  like  the  stakes  the  surveyor  drove  into  the  ground 
among  the  trees  to  show  the  width  of  the  streets  and  alleys  that  were 
to  be. 

Many  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  the  fact  that  Seneca  county  settled 
up  more  rapidly  than  any  other  county  in  northwestern  Ohio;  and 
among  these  may  be  enumerated  the  rich  soil  and  splendid  timber;  its 
water-privileges  and  water  supply;  its  excellent  drainage  and  accessi- 
bility to  market;  its  inexhaustible  quantity  of  building  stune,  its  cli- 
mate, etc.,  etr  • 

And  shall  we  not  g^ive  the  pioneers  of  Seneca  county  great  credit  for 
their  sagacity,  at  least,  in  selecting  this  spot  for  their  new  homes,  when, 
in  the  lifetime  of  many  of  us  who  are  still  here,  and  before  our  own 
eyest  this  county  threw  off  its  mantle  of  forest  wild,  and  became  the 
first  wheat-growing  county  of  the  great  state  of  Ohio,  both  in  acreage 
and  number  of  bushels  produced  to  the  acre?     What  a  change! 

In  the  preceding  chapters,  the  attention  of  the  interested  reader  was  \ 
directed  to  things  of  a  general  nature,  affecting  nearly  all  parts  of  the 
county  alike.     Hereafter,  local  affairs  will  enlist  the  services  of  the  old 
goose-quill,  and  an  e0ort  will  be  made  to  describe   men  and  things  in 
their  individual  localities. 

Let  us  commence  with  Tiffin,  and  starting  with  her  in  the  woods,  on 
the  banks  of  the  turbid  Sandusky,  trace  her  to  the  spring-time  of  i88o. 
Then  let  us  take  up  the  further  progress  of  each  township,  without  any 
particular  attempt  at  order,  locating  and  naming  the  old  settlers,  and 
describing  some  of  them  as  their  neighbors  knew  them- — thus,  if  possi- 
ble, obtaining  a  birdVeye  view  of  Seneca  county  generally,  with  its 
happy  thousands  and  its  various  industries. 


The  nrst  piat  of  Tiffin  contained  iiS  lots^ — each  block  of  12  lots- 
facing  four  streets,  with  a  cross  alley  trtrough  the  center.  It  had  three 
streets  running  east  and  west,  vi^:  Perry,  Market  and  Madison,  starting' 
near  Rocky  creek  and  ending  near  the  river;  and  three  street^  running 
north  and  south,  viz:  JelTersion,  Washington  and  Monroe,  starting  near 
the  river,  and  ending  at  an  alley  180  feet  south  of  Madison  street.  The 
east  end  of  this  alley  is  now  Tiffin  street,  and  leads  from  Jeflerson  to 
the  old  cemetery- 

This  was  Tiffin,  with  a  little  opening  and  a  cabin  where  the  gas  works 
now  are.  Another  was  built  soon  thereafter,  near  where  the  Commer- 
cial bank  now  is,  and  another  a  little  south  of  Naylor*s  hardware  store. 

This  survey  was  made  and  the  town  platted  before  Seneca  county 
was  organized,  as  was  before  stated,  and  therefore  the  plat  had  to  be 
recorded  in  the  recorder's  office  of  Sandusky  counly,  which  was  done 
on  the  28th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1821. 

No  change  vms  made  in  the  plat  of  Tiffin  untiliSji,  on  the  27th  day 
of  May»  when  Mr.  Hedges  had  his  southern  addition  to  Tiffin  surveyed 
and  platted,  This  contained  in-lots  from  119  to  146,  both  inclusive, 
and  out'lots  from  i  to  12,  both  inclusive.  The  public  cemetery  was 
laid  just  north  of  out-lot  No,  7.  This  addition  was  a  string  of  lots, 
» one  on  each  side  of  Washington  street,  running  south  to  the  first  alley 
■•now  north  of  the  German  Catholic  church  and  the  junction  of  the 
roads.  The  lots  from  both  sides  run  endwise  to  the  street.  Not  a 
single  cross  street  intersects  ihem  to  this  day.  Jefferson  street  and 
Monroe  street  were  also  extended  south,  the  same  distance  through 
these  out -lots. 

The  wonderful  energy  of  Mr.  Hedges,  and  his  untiring  industry^ 
produced  a  saw  mill,  near  Rocky  creek,  already  mentioned.  It  stood 
near  the  mill  race,  and  some  thirty  rods*  southeast  of  the  point  where 
Circular  street  intersects  East  Market*  The  dam  was  close  by  the  saw 
mill — in  fact,  the  water  ran  from  the  dam  directly  into  the  mill,  without 
a  head-race,  and,  after  passing  through  the  wheel,  emptied  into  the 
creek  ag^iin,  so  that  the  miU  had  neither  head  nor  tail-race.  A  rare, 
however,  was  constructed  from  this  dam  to  the  City  Mill,  still  standing. 
This  saw  mill  was  built  in  i826»  and  was  run  night  and  day  to  supply 
the  great  demand  that  was  made  upon  it  for  lumber  with  which  to  build 
frame  houses,  and  for  other  purposes.  It  became  the  center  of  attrac- 
tion, and  looked  like  a  bee-hive  on  a  large  scale  while  li  lasted. 
Everybody  was  in  need  of  boards,  and  had  to  have  them. 

Mr.  Hedges,  having  so  many  irons  in  the  fire,  could  give  the  saw 
mill  no  personal  attention,  and  rented  it  to  one  Joseph  Janey,  and 
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afterwards  to  my  dear  old  friends,  U.  P.  Coonrad  and  Christopher  Y, 

Pierson.  It  was  then  a  paying  institution,  and  these  t^vo  young  carpen- 
ter partners  made  the  saw  mill  count.  They  published  a  notice  in  the 
Seneca  Patriate  in  1852,  that  one  of  the  partners  could  be  found  at  the 
hotel,  of  Calvin  Bradley.  Bradley  then  kispt  the  Center  House,  which 
will  be  noticed  hereafter. 

The  saw  mill  burned  away  in  the  spring  of  1833,  and  this  ended  the 
partnership  with  the  milL  Neither  was  ever  rebuilt,  but  the  dam 
remained  to  supply  the  City  MilL  The  dam  set  the  water  back,  far 
up  Rocky  creek,  to  the  lands  of  Mrs.  Nolan,  and  in  summer  time  the 
water  was  covered  with  a  green  scum.  The  people,  suffering  so  much 
from  malarious  diseases,  concluded  that  the  dam  injured  the  health  of 
the  town,  and  importuned  Mr,  Hedges  to  remove  it.  He  refused,  how- 
ever, and  finally  suit  wns  lirought  against  him  to  compel  him  to  move 
the  dam. 

At  the  trial,  all  the  physicians  in  the  town  were  witnesses,  and  testi- 
fied  both  for  and  against  the  dam.  They  had  some  trouble  to  satisfy 
the  defendant's  counsel  and  the  court  upon  the  material  qualities  of 
the  malarious  poison.  One  of  the  doctors,  (who  also  did  a  little 
preaching  with  his  practice,  at  times,)  seemed  to  be  very  positive  in  his 
testimony.  He  said  that  miasma  could  be  noticed  in  the  air  when  it 
was  quiet,  early  in  the  morning,  by  sunrise,  in  the  form  of  a  fine,  blue 
streak  interwoven  with  the  fog.  The  writer  did  not  know  how  it  was, 
but  heard  both  Drs,  Dresbach  and  Kuhn  say  that  they  did  not  believe 
it.  Mr  Hedges  then  put  up  a  saw  mill  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river, 
opposite  Hunter's  mill.  This  also  was  kept  in  constant  operation,  and 
frame  houses  and  shops  sprang  up  in  every  direction,  as  by  magic,  for 
awhile. 

Mr.  Milton  McNeal  put  up  the  first  frame  buildings  on  the  Fort  Ball 
side,  which  were  his  store  and  dwelling  house,  Mr.  Hedges  built  the 
Masonic  Hall  and  his  frame  residence-  Mr,  Richard  Sneath  put  up 
his  hotel  on  the  ground  now  covered  by  the  Grumund  block.  John 
and  Benjamin  Peltinger  had  a  small  stock  of  goods  in  a  ont;  and  one- 
half  story  frame  building  that  stood  on  the  southwest  corner  of 
Washington  and  Market,  about  *twenty  feet  from  Market,  and  about 
sixty  feet  from  Washington,  with  the  gable  end  eastward.  Judge  Pettin- 
ger  lived  in  the  west  end  with  his  family.  Mr.  Henry  Cronise  had  a 
very  handsome  stock  of  goods  in  his  two-story  frame,  hereafter 
described,  on  lot  68,  now  in  the  fourth  ward»  and  where  he  lived  with 
his  family  some  time  after  he  retired  from  public  life,  and  when  he 
moved  to  his  beautiful  home  on  south  Washington  street,  where  he  died* 
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Brick  yards  were  now  started;  one  in  Fort  Ba!l,  and  tbe  other,  by 
Joho  Strong,  at  the  south  side  of  Tiffin  street,  near  the  east  end,  and 
which  was  kept  in  operation  for  many  years  thereafter. 

In  1831^  Patrick  Kinney,  PhiHp  Hennessey  and  another  Irishman 
whotie  name  has  escaped  rae,  entered  into  a  contract  with  Mr,  Strong 
for  the  making  of  brick  sufficient  to  bniki  the  first  Catholic  church  in 
Tiffin»  and  became  personally  responsible  for  the  payment. 

The  church  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  near  the  south  side 
and  east  end  of  Madison  street,  opposite  the  old  stone  jail,  and  on  the 
present  old  Catholic  cemetery.  It  stood  vrith  the  gable  end  towards 
the  street,  with  a  cupola  at  the  north  end  of  the  roof.  Its  litde  bell 
was  the  first  church  bell  in  the  county,  and  while  its  note  was  on  a  high 
key,  it  was  pleasant  to  hear  its  cheerful  echo  through  the  woods. 

The  remainder  of  the  brick  from  this  kiln  Mr.  Strong  sold  to  Mr. 
John  Goodin,  who  built  with  them  the  first  brick  hotel  in  town,  on  lot 
No,  86,  now  owned  by  Mr.  John  Loesser,  in  the  fifth  ward.  This  hotel 
was  then  considered  a  grand  affair.  The  large  fire-place  in  the  bar 
room  is  there  yet,  but  closed  up.  The  porch  of  the  second  story, 
which  extended  clear  over  the  pavement,  and  had  a  heavy  roo(  over  it, 
has  passed  away.  The  town  council  had  it  removed  because  it 
obstructed  the  view  of  the  street;  but  it  was  the  most  conspicuous  part 
of  the  hotel. 

The  M.  K.  Church  on  Market  street;  the  store  buildings  of  Henry 
Ebert  (who  is  now  lying  a  corpse  at  this  writing,  and  will  be  burieci 
to-day,  April  2,  1880);  John  Park's  store;  a  small,  one-story  brick 
immediately  south  of  Sneath*s  hotel,  where  Mr.  Andrew  Glenn  kept 
store,  and  the  one-story,  small  brick  school  house,  nearly  opposite  the 
old  M.  E.  Church,  were  about  all  the  brick  buildings  in  Tiffin  and  Fort 
Ball,  excepting  the  dwelling  house  of  Dr.  Kuhn,  and  the  little  12x14 
yellow  brick  on  Sandusky  street,  which  was  Mr*  Rawson's  law  office, 
and  afterwards  became  the  office  of  Drs.  Dresbach  and  Carey- 
There  were  no  fractional  lots  in  the  first  platting  of  Tiffin,  and  the 
spaces  left  between  the  lots  and  the  river  and  Rocky  creek,  were  laid 
ofiT  afterwards  in  numerous  additions,  named  and  numbered. 

There  was  no  bridge  across  the  river,  and  none  across  Rocky  creek. 
The  streets  were  full  of  stumps  and  logs,  and  after  the  erection  of  the 
saw  mills,  the  pavements  in  front  of  the  houses  were  designated  by 
slabs  laid  lengthwise.  These  answered  a  good  purpose  enough  in  the 
mud»  but  when  the  weather  was  dry,  the  slabs  curled  up  and  became 
^reat  nuisances  to  fiist  walkers.  Then  would  have  been  very  appropriate 
t.i.  atloption  of  a  rule  that  was  introduced  and  put  in  force  at  an  early 
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clay  ia  the  town  of  Lancaster,  in  Fairfield  county.  The  town  was 
troubled  with  much  drunkenness,  and  every  effort  to  arrest  the  evil 
seemed  to  be  of  no  avail.  Finally,  an  ordinance  was  adopted  to  raake 
every  man  who  was  found  drunk  in  town  dig  a  stump  out  of  the  street 
in  lieu  of  a  fine.  This  plan  worked  welL  It  removed  both  stumps  and 
drunkenness.  Why  not  meet  this  evil  of  habitual  drunkenness  in  a 
similar  manner  now,  and  make  the  vice  a  crime  and  punish  it  as  such^ 
iostead  of  sympathizing  w^ith  the  drunkard^  and  keep  firing  away  all  the 
ime  at  the  retail  dealer  in  litiuors?  Had  Tiffin  adopted  the  Lancaster 
rule,  her  streets  would  soon  have  made  a  better  appearance. 

The  only  w-ay  to  get  across  the  river  at  high  tide,  was  to  go  down  to 
the  river  bank,  where,  near  the  place  now  occupied  by  the  barn  of  Dr. 
McFarland»  there  was  a  landing  place  for  the  ferry  boat  of  Mr,  George 
Park,  The  boat  was  an  original  dug-out,  and  the  fare  was  two  cents  a 
trip.  The  Tiffin  people  had  to  go  to  Fort  Ball  to  get  their  mail  matter, 
and  one  man  would  fetch  all  the  letters  and  papers  for  a  whole  neigh- 
borhood tu  some  store  on  this  side.  As  late  as  1829,  a  thick  woods 
back  of  the  old  fort,  and  extending  up  towards  McNeil's  store,  prevented 
the  view  of  the  rival  settlements  from  one  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Park  sold  his  ferry  and  the  dug-out  to  Samuel  Hoagland,  who 

opened  a  Utile  quarry  on  the  left  bank  of  the  rivert  near  the  spring,  to 

burn  lime,  and  while  he  was  thus  engaged*  he  watched  his  chances  for 

■passengers.      The   sale   of  the   lime,   and   the   ferry,   furnished    him   a 

comfortable  livelihood. 

Down  by  the  river  bank,  on  the  ground  now  covered  by  the  foundry 
buildings  of  Messrs.  Loom  is  &:  Nyman,  a  Mr.  .\llen  started  a  brewery, 
the  first  enterprise  of  this  kind  in  the  county,  and  produced  a  very 
palatable,  light  beverage.  His  beautiful  wife  officiated  as  clerk  at  the 
bar  table.  9y  some  mishap  or  other,  Mr.  Allen  and  the  brewery  both 
vanished. 

A  Mr.  Andrew  Fruitchey  had  a  tannery  on  the  lot  where  the  city 
hall  now  stands;  and  Messrs.  John  and  Benjamin  Pittinger  had  another 
where  the  gas  works  now  are.  Mr  Fruitchey  died  of  cholera  in  1834, 
one  among  the  first  cases  in  town. 

Mr.  Jacob  Stem  had  a  small  store  of  goods  in  a  small  frame  building 
near  Mr  Ebert'St  and  soon  thereafter  formed  a  co-partnership  with  Mr. 
A.  Lugenbeel,  and  the  new  firm  opened  up  in  a  one-story  frame  building 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  Washington  and  Market,  where  Simon 
Strycker's  clothing  store  now  is.  Mr.  R.  W.  Shawhan  opened  his  first 
store  in  Tiffin  on  the  south  side  of  Market  street,  opposite  the  court 
house.     The   Commercial  Row  was  built  in  the  summer  of  1835,  and 
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the  Walkers  and  Masons  opened  up  in  it  on  a  large  scale.  John  Staub 
and  Eli  Notris  were  rival  hotel  keepers  with  Richard  ^^neath.  George 
Park  had  a  roijnd*'log -cabin  hotel  on  Perry  street,  the  first  tavern  in 
Tiffin,  He  afterwards  put  a  two-story  frame  hotel  on  the  lot  now 
covered  by  the  National  Hall  Block.  Sometiraes  it  was  kept  by  Staub» 
and  sometitnes  by  Norris,  Later  on,  Dr,  James  Fisher  built  the  frame 
house  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Market  and  Monroe,  where  Staub 
kept  tavern  awhile.  The  building  is  now  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr. 
Upton  Flennen  who  is  also  an  old  pioneer  here. 

Mr,  Calvin  Bradley  built  the  Central  House,  in  which  he  kept  tavern 
himself,  opposite  the  west  part  of  the  court  house.  Of  all  the  older 
hotels  in  Tiffin,  this  is  the  only  one  remaining,  and  is  now,  and  for  a 
long  time  passed,  has  been,  known  as  Remele's  butcher  shop. 

This  man  Bradley  was  a  wonderful  man  for  energy  and  enterprise. 
He  engaged  in  very  many  speculations,  and  while  he  kept  hotel  he  also 
carried  on  the  butchering  business,  selling  meat  twice  a  week.  In  1832 
he  changed  the  name  of  his  hotel  to  that  of  the  Washington  House. 
It  had  a  high  post  in  front,  with  ,1  swinging  sign  on  \vbi«  1^  u  v.  .:^  golden 
lamb. 

Edar  and  Bowe  had  a  Imtchcr  shop  in  Fort  Ball.  J  licy  advertised 
fresh  Meat  for  sale  every  Tuesday  and  Satunlay.  Tliu  market  opened 
at  the  sound  of  the  trumpet. 

Where  the  Commercial  House  now  stands,  there  was  a  twu-slory 
frame  building  occupied  by  Mr.  James  Mercer  with  his  I'amily,  and  in 
wbieh  be,  in  company  with  Mr.  Henry  Ebcrt,  carried  on  the  hatting 
business,  manufacturing  and  selling  hats.  My  brother  Henry,  the 
beloved  pastor  of  the  German  Fvangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Fre- 
mont, learned  the  trade  of  hatter  there,  as  the  apprentice  of  Mr. 
Mercer. 

Mr.  Cronisc's  store  contained  a  large  stock  of  goods  for  thai  liroc, 
and  like  alt  other  stores,  was  composed  of  all  varieties  of  goods,  such 
as  dry  goods,  hardware,  queensware  and  groceries. 

One  druggist  advertised  for  sale  at  his  stand,  medicines,  paints,  oils, 
patent  medicines,  cross-cut  saws,  mill  irons  and  tooth -ache  drops. 

In  1832,  Mr.  Cronise  advertised  that  he  would  pay  sixty  eight  cents 
for  flax- seed,  in  goods. 

It  was  then,  and  for  some  time  afterwards,  very  customary  in  Tiffin 
to  keep  molasses  and  whisky  for  sale  at  the  stores.  These  articles  were 
generally  kept  in  the  cellars.  When  farmers  came  in  to  trade,  they 
were  taken  by  the  proprietor,  or  some  clerk,  into  the  cellar  and  treated 
io  a  glass  of  black -strap.     This  compound  consisted  of  molasses  and 
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whisky — '"alf'-an'-'allV  as  a  Yorkshire  man  would  say.  Trading  then 
went  on  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  Sometimes  a  glassful  was  brought 
up  with  which  tn  treat  the  ladies. 

When,  about  1856,  Mr.  Bradley  put  up  the  Western*  Exchange  in  the 
southern  addition  to  Tiflfin»  on  Washington  street,  it  was  considered  a 
very  hazardous  enterprise.  But  he  finished  il,  and  kept  hotel  there. 
It  is  now  occupied  by  Gray  and  Stevenson,  as  a  tin-shop.  Mr,  Bradley 
kept  the  stage-office  there,  also.  Standing  at  the  crossing  of  Wash- 
ington and  Madison,  you  had  to  look  through  the  woods  to  see  the 
hotel.  There  was  great  difficulty  to  get  to  it  from  the  north  by  team, 
when  the  roads  were  muddy.  It  was  south  of  the  deep  hollow^  so 
called,  washed  out  by  the  ravine  that  crosses  Washington  and  enters 
the  fourth  ward  sewer.  Many  a  time  the  stage  driver,  with  four  horses 
was  compelled  to  stop  two  or  three  times  on  his  way  up  the  hill  before 
he  reached  the  Exchange.  Henry  Gross  put  up  a  two-story  hewed  log 
house  on  the  north  side  of  Perry  street,  where  he  lived  with  his  family 
and  carried  on  the  gunsmith  business,  together  w^ith  the  repairing  of 
clocks  and  watches,  the  fir$t  enterprise  of  the  kind  in  town.  Mr.  Gross 
was  the  first  man  the  writer  saw  in  Tiffin.  Coming  along  Perry  street 
fi^om  the  eastj  on  the  i8th  day  of  August,  1833,  in  the  afternoon,  ahead 
of  the  wagon,  I  saw  a  man  standing  in  front  of  a  log  house,  dressed  in 
a  long,  homespun,  brown  cloth  overcoat,  buttoned  up  to  his  chin,  a 
cloth  cap,  with  a  ring  of  fur  around  it,  on  his  head,  and  both  hands  in 
his  pockets.  His  hair  was  already  turning  gray.  He  had  a  prominent 
nose,  regular,  manly  features,  large,  blue  eyes,  and  an  expressive,  but 
pale  countenance.  The  afternoon  was  very  hot,  and  this  man,  attired 
in  that  way,  so  riveted  the  attention  of  the  writer  that  it  was  hard  to 
turn  his  eyes  from  hini.  Approaching,  and  saluting  him,  (he  spoke 
German)  the  writer  enjoyed  the  first  conversation  he  had  in  TJfifin.  ' 
This  was  Mr.  Henry  Gross,  the  father  of  Samuel  Gross,  of  Bloom ville, 
.and  Bovard  and  Henry  Gross,  of  Tiffin — the  latter  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  mechanical  geniuses  in  the  United  States,  and  of  whom  some 
notice  will  be  taken  hereafter.  The  old  gentleman  was  shaking  with  the 
ague  while  we  talked — the  first  case  I  ever  saw\  The  following  year, 
however,  sad  experience  taught  me  more  about  ague  and  fever. 

Mr.  Gross  was  from  Juniata  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Jane  Hunter,  on  the  yth  day  of  February,  1809*  From 
there  he  moved  to  Tiffin,  and  arrived  here  in  1831.  He  was  born  July 
21.  1783,  and  died  here  in  1834.  Mrs.  Gross  survived  him  along  time. 
She  was  born  in  February,  1781,  and  died  here/January  16,  1866,  aged 
eighty-four  years  and  ten  months. 
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Jacob  Plane  was  justice  of  the  peace  and  postmaster  on  the  Tiffin 
side,  and  lived  in  a  two-story  frame  house  that  stood  immediately  south 
of  where  Marquart's  drug  store  now  stands. 

Mr*  Rawson  had  moved  his  law  office  to  this  side  of  the  river.  It 
was  a  small  frame  building  that  stood  close  by  or  about  the  place  where 
Mr,  H.  Brohl  now  lives.  Dr<  Dresbach*s  office  was  a  small,  low  brick 
building  that  stood  nn  the  allev  tmm«-f1intcly  north  of  Fiege's  cabinet 
warehouse. 

The  public  square  was  lull  oJ  logs  and  stumps.  After  Mr,  Plane,  Mr, 
Cronise  had  the  post  office  in  his  building.  Levi  Keller  had  a  black- 
smith shop  a  little  north  of  Goodin's  hotel,  where  Loomis*  stone  front 
now  stands.  Valentine  and  Philip  Seewald  put  up  a  double  hewed  log 
house,  away  out  of  town,  near  the  southern  extremity  of  the  southern 
addition  to  Tiffin.  There  Valentine  carried  on  the  gunsmithing  and 
lockmaking  business,  and  Philip  the  watch  repairing  and  jewelry  trade. 
They  lived  there  for  a  long  time,  and  until  they  bought  the  lot  where 
the  Rust  block  now  is,  and  moved  upon  that,  where  they  both  lived 
until  they  died. 

Mr.  Andrew  Lugenbul  lived  in  a  small  brick  house  now  embraced  in 
the  house  of  Mr.  John  Remele,  on  Madison  street.  Joseph  Howard 
lived  in  a  large  frame  house  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Washington 
and  Madison.  Esq.  Keen  lived,  in  1835,  where  he  does  now.  David 
K.  Owen,  the  auditor,  lived  in  a  part  of  the  house  with  Esq.  Plane. 
Mr,  Joshua  Seney  lived  near  neighbor  to,  and  east  of,  Mr.  Hedges,  on 
the  south  side  of  Perry,  where  Mr,  and  Mrs.  Seney  both  died.  Dr. 
Kuhn  lived  on  the  lot  where  the  new  jail  now  stands.  His  old  office 
is  still  in  existence,  and  stands  close  by,  unoccupied. 

Immediately  north  of  Mr,  Rawson's  old  law  office,  in  the  brick  house 
still'standing,  lived  widow  Creeger,  who  had  one  son  and  quite  a  num- 
ber of  beautiful  intelligent  daughters.  They  were  from  Maryland. 
Theresa,  the  oldest  daughter,  was  married  to  Judge  Benjamin  Pittinger, 
in  Maryland,  and  they  moved  to  Tiffin  for  a  wedding  tour.  All  the 
other  girls  were  married  here.  Eleanor  to  Frederick  Kridler,  the  chair* 
maker.  They  lived  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Market. 
Anna  Margaret  married  J.  W.  Miller,  the  tailor,  Uriah  was  next.  The 
next  in  age  was  Louisa,  who  married  Gen,  John  G.  Breslin»  the  founder 
of  the  Seneca  Adveriiser.  Josephine  married  Mr*  B.  Pennington,  the 
photograph  artist,  and  Martha,  the  youngest,  is  the  wife  of  Gen,  Wm, 
H.  Gibson,  xMrs.  Pennington  and  Mrs,  Gibson  are  all  that  are  now 
living  of  the  Creeger  family, 

William  Campbell  had  a  cabinet  shop  on  Madison  street,  some  where 
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near  Esq*  Bloom's  residence.     He  married  a  Mrs.  Slaley»  a  widowed 

sister  of  Dr.  Kiihn,  who  had  several  children,  of  whom  the  late  Mrs. 
McFarland,  formerly  the  wife  of  my  venerable  and  distinguished  friend, 
Dr.  McFarland,  was  the  oldest.  She  was  a  beautiful  woman,  highly 
accomplished,  and  much  esteemed. 

It  is  a  most  remarkable  f;u:t  that  Ti^n,  in  former  days — yes^  and  all 
along  until  quite  recently — had  more  beautiful  women  to  the  number  of 
population,  than  any  other  town  in  Ohio,  and  the  fact  was  generally 
conceded  ail  over  the  country.  The  town  became  famous  on  that 
account, 

Mrs.  Thomas  Quran d  is*  also  a  daughter  of  Mr.  Campbell  The 
family  first  lived  in  a  log  house  on  the  lot  where  Mr.  Charles  Leiner, 
the  hatter,  now  lives,  on  Market  street.  There  was  only  one  more 
cabinet  shop  in  town,  and  that  was  built  by  Daniel  H.  Phillips,- a  brother 
of  Mrs,  H.  Ebert.  They  were  from  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania.  'Ilie 
shop  stood  at  the  northwest  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Market,  where  the 
Episcopal  church  now  stands.  On  the  21st  day  of  August,  1833,  three 
days  after  my  arrivial  in  Tiffin,  1  entered  that  shop  as  an  apprentice  to 
Mn  Phillips,  and  there  I  found  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  my  old 
friend,  CoL  J,  M.  Stevens,  of  Melmore,  a  former  apprentice.  Mr. 
Phillips  lived  in  a  log  house  east  of  the  shop  on  the  lot  now  owned  by 
the  Adams  family.  They  had  a  young  lady  living  in  the  family  by  the 
name  of  Mary  Hendel,  a  daughter  of  Michael  Hendel,  who  lived  on 
Perry  street.  The  family  were  Pennsylvania  Germans,  but  Mary  talked 
good  English,  also.  In  my  great  anxiety  to  learn  English,  1  sometimes 
troubled  people  with  numerous  tjuestions.  Hearing  the  word  **fact*' 
used  very  often,  and  not  being  able  to  comprehend  it,  I  asked  Mary 
once  at  the  dinner  table  what  the  word  meant.  She  looked  at  me  for 
a  little  while  very  sternly,  thinking  for  an  explanation,  and  then  said: 
"Why!  a  fact  is  a  fact,  du  eseir 

Mary  is  now,  and  for  a  long  time  has  been,  the  happy  wife  of  Mr. 
Jonas  Neikirk,  of  Republic. 

Next  west  of  .Mr.  Kridler,  lived  Jacob  Huss,  the  saddler,  and  next 
west  to  him,  David  Bishop.  William  D.  Searles  bought  out  Bishop, 
and  started  a  tin -shop  at  that  place. 

Guy  Stevens  carried  on  the  mercantile  business  close  by,  and  south 
of  Ebert's.  He  afterwards  took,  as  a  partner,  Daniel  Dildine,  Esq., 
the  present  venerable  justice  of  the  peace,  of  Tiffin.  They  also  started 
the  first  foundry  in  the  county.  It  was  located  at  the  end  of  Monroe' 
street,  close  by  the  river,  and  occupied  the  north  end  of  the  lot  where 
Esq,  Dildine  now  resides. 
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In  I&J7,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Louis  Bredoon,  a  hotel  keeper  in 
McCutchenvillc,  had  a  short  cannon  cast  at  this  foundry  to  be  used  at 
the  coming  Fourth  of  July  celebration.  He  caroe  after  it  with  a  wagon 
on  the  24th  day  of  June,  and  all  hands  concluded  to  try  it  first.  They 
put  the  piece  on  the  running  gear  of  a  wagon  and  loaded  it  very  strong. 
It  exploded,  and  played  havoc  all  around.  A  piece  of  the  iron  struck 
Mr.  Burdoon  on  the  forehead  and  crushed  in  the  skull  from  his  left  eye 
brow  up  to  the  hair.  He  was  picked  up  unconscious,  and  carried  to 
Goodin's  hotel,  then  kept  by  Michael  Hendel,  where  he  soon  after  died, 
Dildine  had  several  ribs  broken;  one  Watson  had  a  leg  broken;  other 
men  were  injured  more  or  less.  The  wagon  and  the  front  door  of  the 
foundry  were  demolished,  and  pieces  of  the  cannon  were  found  great 
distances  away.  There  has  been  no  cannon  foundry  in  Tiffin  since. 
We  buy  all  our  guns  of  Krupp, 

William  H,  Kessler  carried  on  the  tailoring  trade  in  Fort  Ball,  and 
Moses  D.  Cadwallader  and  Jefferson  Freese  were  rivals  in  Tiffin.  Mr. 
Freese  married  a  young  lady  that  Dr.  Fisher  raised  and  brought  with 
him  here  from  Maryland,  She  was  very  pretty;  and  highly  esteemed. 
Dr.  Boyer  lived  in  a  stone  house  that  stood  where  Emick*s  boot  store 
is.  This  and  the  mill  house  were  the  only  stone  houses  in  Tiffin  Both 
are  gone.  One  of  Dr,  Boyer's  daughters  married  Lloyd  Norris,  who 
became  the  owner  of  the  Van  Meier  section,  and  lived  there.  He  had 
means  they  said,  but  very  little  polish.  He  was  the  father  of  the 
detective,  John  T,  Norris.  Another  daughter  of  Dr,  Boyer,  lilizaheth, 
married  Dr.  James  Fisher,  one  of  Tiffin's  early  practitioners.  Both 
were  very  polite  and  accomplished  people.  The  Doctor  is  still  living 
somewhere  in  Missouri.  Our  Richard  Boyer,  the  broker,  is  the  young- 
est of  the  sons,  and  Frances  Hannah  was  the  youngest  daughter  She 
became  the  wife  of  John  J.  Steiner,  one  of  the  early  lawyers  of  Tiffin. 
Both  are  now  dead. 

It  is  impossible  to  remember  all  the  old  settlers  here,  and  the  names 
of  those  that  occur  are  only  jotted  down.  Many  of  those  on  the  Fort 
Ball  side  have  already  been  named.  There,  also,  lived  Gen.  H,  i  . 
Brish,  Valentine  and  George  Knupp,  Andrew  Love,  William  Johnson, 
(ieorge  Ragan,  Curtis  Sisty,  Levi  Davis  and  Nicholas  Leibe.  Mr. 
Sting,  the  father  of  C,  H,  Sting,  abo  built  and  carried  on  a  little 
brewery,  on  Sandusky  street,  Leibe,  Coonrad  and  Baugher  married 
three  sisters.  Of  these  six,  Mrs.  Coonrad,  alone,  is  living.  They  were 
the  daughters  of  a  widow  lady,  Mrs,  Siaub,  and  sisters  of  the  once 
popular  John  Siaub  and  Dr.  Siaub. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Tiffin  were  a  few  families  from  Germanyt 
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jind  being  so  few,  arc  easily  described.  The  lirst  one  of  ihese  the 
writer  can  call  to  mind  is  that  of  Mr,  Andrew  Albrecht,  from  Baden. 
He  was  a  stone  mason  and  brick  layer  by  trade;  bad  a  wife  and  several 
children  when  he  came  here.  His  father-in-law,  Christopher  Zeis, 
lived  with  him,  Mr.  Zeis  was  with  Napoleon  the  First  in  the  Spanish 
campaign*  and  was  fond  of  telling  his  exploits.  With  this  family*  also, 
came  John  Snyder  and  Christopher  Snyder,  shoemakers  by  trade,  and 
who  were  nephews  by  a  sister  of  the  old  soldier.  John  married 
Barbara  Albert,  step-danghter  of  a  Mr.  Hohmann,  and  carried  on  a 
shoe-shop  in  Tiffin  until  he  died*  He  was  decidedly  the  best  boot 
maker  Tiffin  then  had.  These  people  came  here  in  the  fall  of  1832. 
In  August,  of  1835,  the  Lang  and  Seewald  families  arrived  here;  also, 
the  Vollmers,  Julius  Fellnagel,  Joseph  Ranker,  Valentine  and  Louis 
Taumpler,  Jacob  Ernst,  Henry  Brass,  the  BLasius  family,  Francis 
Gilbert,  Andrew  Bloom,  and  a  family  by  the  name  of  Meyers,  who  lived 
in  a  two-story  frame  house  where  lllrich's  drug  store  now  stands,  and 
where  Meyers  tried  the  experiment  of  a  brewery  on  a  small  scale. 
These  institutions  then  required  but  small  capital. 

Two  brothers  from  Marion,  by  the  name  of  Knlb»  built  another 
brewery,  up  on  the  hill,  near  the  crossing  of  Sandusky  and  Market. 
John  and  Francis  Souder,  Jacob  Ernsti  Adam  Schickel,  the  musician, 
Frederick  Hoffman,  the  Faulhaver  family,  and  many  others,  then,  also, 
made  Tiifin  their  home, 

Henry  Lang,  (whose  baptismal  name  was  George  Ludwig  Henry,) 
was  the  oldest  son  of  Wilhelm,  and  Louisa  Christina,  daughter  of  a 
rope  manufacturer  by  th^  name  of  Matzenbiirg,  in  Kochendorf,  a  small 
village  near  the  city  of  Heilbroun,  in  North  Wurtemburg.  His  father 
was  an  officer  in  the  Forest  I  department,  and  was  transferred  to  a  sta- 
tion west  of  the  Rhine  in  the  Palatinate,  the  western  province  of 
Bavaria.  Grandfather  was  born  in  1739,  and  died  at  bis  new  station  in 
1789,  when  but  fifty  years  old.  This  was  at  Neu-Hemsbach,  in  the 
Canton  of  Winweiler.  At  the  death  of  his  father,  Henry  was  but 
19  years  old,  and  the  only  help  his  widowed  mother  had;  but  young 
as  he  was,  the  forest  authorities  took  notice  of  him,  and  appointed  him 
the  successor  of  his  father  in  office.  His  deportment  towards  the 
people  and  the  government,  changeable  as  both  were  during  the  turmoil 
following  the  French  Revolution,  and  scenes  incident  to  the  war,  was 
such  that  he  was  retained  in  his  place.  Faithful  and  diligent  in  the 
discharge  of  every  duty,  he  became  beloved  by  all  except  wood  thieves 
andpoachers.  His  small  salary  supported  him,  his  widowed  mother, 
and  an  invalid  step- brother  on  his  father's  side — Uncle  Christian* 
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Wc  Americans  understand  a  "forester"  to  be  a  man  that  lives  in  the 
woods.  The  word  is  understood  otherwise  in  Europe.  There  il  mean* 
an  officer  of  the  •*forest  department;"  one  who  siip»erintends  and  takes 
care  of  the  king's  forest,  and  prosecutes  offenders  against  the  forest 
laws,  etc. 

On  the  35th  day  of  January^  1801,  father  was  married  10  Catharine, 
the  daughter  of  the  school  teacher  Schuetz^  in  Vorder-Weidenthal,  an 
old  Alsarian  family.  This  union  was  ble*ised  with  nine  children — seven 
daughters  and  two  sons.  Two  ol  the  girls  dietl  in  childhood.  Louisa, 
the  oldest  daughter,  married  Fhihp  Seewald,  the  jeweler,  in  Septem- 
ber. 1828.  Elizabetht  the  second  daughter,  married  John  (Iross,  a 
cubinet-maker^'in  March,  1831;  the  other  girls  were  all  married  here. 
Fhilipina  was  married  to  Valentine  Seewald,  in  Tiffin,  September^  1^35, 
soon  al"ler  we  arrived  here.  Henririia  married  Mr.  J,  M.  /ahm,  late 
county  treasurer.  May  2.  r 836,  and  Hannah  married  Michael  Srhorh, 
who  died  here  within  a  few  months  after  their  marriage*  Hannah 
some  time  after  married  Mr  Edward  Swander,  well  known  in  Seneca 
county  as  an  intelligent  and  ^nccessfnl  farmer.  Mrs.  Zahm  is  the  un\y 
living  daughter.  Both  sons,  the  Rev.  Henry  Lang  in  Fremont,  and  the 
writer,  yet  remain. 

The  very  fact  that  father  held  his  office  from  his  nineteenth  to  his 
sixty  fourth  year,  when  he  resigned  it  to  come  to  the  United  States, 
pjroves  how  much  he  was  appreciated  as  a  man  and  an  officer,  being  in 
the  possession  i»f  his  olilicc  some  forty  three  years. 

We  came  by  wagon  across  France.  There  were  no  steamboats  on 
^e  Rhine,  and  no  railroads  on  the  Continent.   •VVc  left  Havre  de  Grace, 

the  mouth  of  the  Seine,  on  the  24th  day  of  .\pril,  xii^^,  and  after 
combatting  many  a  storm  on  the  ocean,  landed  at  Baltimore  on  the 
27th  day  of  the  following  June.  The  family  was  on  the  way  from  April 
3d  to  August  i8lh,  when  we  reached  Tiffin,  after  making  a  journey,  by 
water  and  by  land,  of  over  4000  miles.  The  name  of  the  olcl  three- 
masted  sailing  vessel  whirh  briniL'lu  us  nver  whn  ^'b-lTirsrin/'  .iml  >hr 
belonged  to  Boston. 

The  few  of  the  early  settlers  yeL  living  remember  t4ihcr  Lang  in  lus 
dark  green,  broadclotli  dress,  bearing  the  style  and  color  ol  his  lornicr 
ollice,  and  a  cloth  cap  of  the  same  color  cm  his  head.  He  was  five 
feet  ten  inches  high,  very  straight,  with  soldierdike  bearing,  had  large 
blue  eyes,  an  aquiline  nose,  a  mild  conntenance,  and  was  calm  and  sclf- 
posscsscd.  He  was  never  known  to  Hwear,  or  express  a  word  ill  anger. 
He  had  a  masterly  control  of  his  passions  and  appetites.  He  was  not 
only   moral,  but  a  devoted  christian.     He  never  left  his  home  in  the 
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Raying  his  prayer,  and  his  evening  prayers  were  full  o( 
warmth,  and  ricli  in  poetic  ihoughi.  He  never  used  tobacco  in  any 
way;  was  never  seen  under  the  intliience  of  wine;  never  played  at  aoy 
games;  never  used  an  unkind  word  towards  mother  or  any  of  us  chil- 
dren: and  when  he  whipped  us  scjmetimes,  we  thought  it  couhl  not  be 
pOfvHible,  for  he  was  not  angry  at  alL 

Mother  was  the  very  embodiment  6f  christian  graces  and  tender 
love.  It  was  she  who  caused  our  emigration  to  America*  being  influ- 
enced to  that  end  largely  on  my  account,  for  I  was  then  just  about  old 
enough  to  be  drafted  into  the  army  in  time  of  need,  and  she  wanted  to 
JBeruTe  me  against  the  draft.  Even  when  we  did  go,  I  was  compelled 
to  remain  behind,  because  I  was  then  seventeen  years  old.  They 
bound  me  out  to  a  relative  of  father's  by  the  name  of  VVittich,  who 
was  a  chair  and  spinning  wheel  manufacturer,  as  an  apprentice,  where 
I  was  to  stay  until  the  draft  of  my  class.  This  satisfied  the  authorities. 
The  contract  was  written  on  stamped  paper,  w^th  a  crown  m  the  seal, 
(I  have  liked  crowns  and  stamped  paper  ever  since — but  to  no  great 
extent.)  The  rest  of  the  family  started,  and  I  went  to  my  boss,  where 
I  was  soon  initiated  into  the  arts  and  mysttTifs  of  splitting  out  sticks 
for  the  turning  lathe.  On  the  morning  of  the  tenth  day  I  was  found 
missing;  about  one  week  afterwards  I  waited  at  the  city  of  Metz  for  our 
folks  to  come.  Let  me  add  this:  I  walked  trom  home  to  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  from  Baltimore  to  Tifhn,  Father  died  here  in  August.  1838,  in  his 
sixty-ninth  year,  and  mother  died  in  June,  1849,  in  her  seventieth  year. 

Reader,  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  excuse  this  reference  to  my  own 
family?     It  is  hard  to  resist  speaking  of  things  and  events  that  lie  so^ 
near  to  one's  heart.     Let  us  proceed. 

Mr.  Fellnagel  kept  a  tavern  in  the  frame  building  where  Mr.  Jacob 
Boyer  now  lives,  corner  of  Sandusky  and  Market  streets.  Andrew 
Bloom  was  a  traveling  tailor.  He. came  here  and  got  married,  and  is 
in  the  tailoring  business  still.     He  is  familiarly  known  as  Esq.  Bloom. 

Joseph  Gibson  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade.  He  was  born  in  Frederick 
county,  Maryland,  in  November.  1811,  and  married  there  Elizabeth 
Ott,  on  the  13th  day  of  September.  1831;  he  located,  here  in  1832,  where 
his  family  have  lived  ever  since.  He  died  in  July.  1857,  two  years  after 
his  return  from  California. 

My  old,  esteemed  friend,  the  Hon.  Henry  Cronise,  was  also  a  native 
of  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  a  county  that  contributed  more  largely 
to  the  settlement  of  .Seneca  county,  and  supplied  it  with  more  means, 
muscle,  and  brains,  than  any  other  county  in  the  world.  He  was  born 
there  on  the  15th  day  of  May  1789,     His  youthful  days  were  spent  in 
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Norfolk.  Virginia.  Upon  his  return  to  Maryland  he  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  lousiness,  which  occapation  he  pursued  as  long  as  he  wan  in 
anlivc  life.  In  i8t6  he  was  married  at  Fredcricktown,  Maryland,  to 
Susanna  Fundenburg,  a  young  lady  well  known  for  her  beauty  and  sweet- 
nesf?  of  disposition,  which  made  her  attractive  and  lovable  through  the 
whole  of  her  life,  and  especially  in  her  latter  days,  binding  to  her,  with 
the  closest  ties  of  affection,  children,  grand -r hi Idren  and  a  host  of 
friends.  With  all  her  personal  attractions  and  her  warm  nature,  mother 
Cronise  preferred  her  home  above  all  the  allurements  of  society,  where 
^.he  xvould  have  been  a  queen  in  any  circle. 

Fn  1S26  Mr.  Cronise  came  to  Ohio  in  company  with  several  other 
gentlemen^  and  being  very  much  pleased  with  Seneca  county,  located 
*ieveral  sections  in  ditferent  parts  of  it,  and  |iurchased  a  house  for  his 
home,  which  remained  such  for  nearly  thirty  years,  during  which  time 
it  was  a  $ort  of  open  house  for  neighbors  and  friends  at  horae^  and  dis- 
tinguished strangers  from  abroad. 

After  his  purchase  he  returned  to  Maryland,  and  in  the  following 
year  sent  out  a  number  of  wagons  loaded  with  dry  goods  ;  himself  and 
family*  then  consisting  of  a  wife  and  five  children,  followed  in  a  short 
llme^  coming  across  the  country  in  carriages  and  on  horieback,  and 
being  four  weeks  on  the  road.  On  reaching  Tiffrn,  the  family  moved 
into  the  house  thus  provided:  it  was  located  opposite  Naylor's  hard- 
ware store.     Four  other  children  were  burn  here,  making  nine  in  all. 

In  1840  Mr,  Cronise  established  the    I'aff  BurenUe^  and  operated  it 
as  its  editor  against  the  election  of  General  Harrison,  with  great  force. 
Mr.  Cronise  was  elected  to  the  legislature  twice:  once  as  a  member  of 
the  House,  and  in  1846  as  a  member  of  the  Senate. 

He  died  on  the  14th  day  of  February.  1867.  Mother  Cronise  sur- 
vii'cd  her  husband  some  yenrs,  and  died  in  August,  1K75.  Thus  pas^erl 
away  two  t>f  1'itllin's  most  ilistinguished  pioneers,  who  had  made  and 
left  their  mark  on  the  town,  Mr.  Cronise  was  a  decided  and  firm 
nemorratp  and  as  such,  a  leader  in  the  county  from  the  time  he  came 
here  until  he  died.  He  was  a  shrewd  and  safe  political  counselor,  and 
poiiscs^ed  of  great  ^joliiical  sagacity  and  influence.  He  was  a  stout, 
muscular  man,  square  shouldered,  well  built,  and  of  clear  German  type. 
He  had  dark  hrciwn  hair,  dark,  haxel  eyes,  small,  clenched  lips,  a  fine 
forehead,  strong  lower  jaw,  nose  ordinary,  nervous  bilious  tempera- 
ment, which  often  causes  the  possessor  trouble  when  unaccompanied 
by  refinement  and  an  iron  will.  It  is  apt  to  lead  10  Impulsiveness. 
A  high  strung  nature  like  this  generally  act**  before  it  think*,  but  it 
troubled  father  Cronise  only  at  times  of  high  political  excitement.     In 
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his  private  life  it  was  scarcely  ever  observable.  He  was  much  beloved 
by  the  Democrats,  and  hate4  in  the  same  ratio  by  the  Whigs.  He  had 
no  charity  for  a  political  enemy;  he  knew  he  was  right,  and  that  was 
enough. 

The  Democrats  in  the  county  never  had  such  leaders  as  Cronise, 
Seney  and  Goodin,  either  before  or  since  their  day.  Firm,  sagacious, 
earnest,  active,  untiring,  unselfish — they  sought  the  success  of  the  party 
above  personal  ambition. 

Aside  from  politics,  Mr.  Cronise  was  very  kind,  gentlemanly  and 
courteous.  He  was  like  a  father  to  the  new  comer  and  stranger,  and 
especially  to  the  Germans,  whose  language  he  spoke.  His  intercourse 
with  others  was  very  strongly  marked  by  the  peculiar  genteel,  polite, 
hospitable,  yet  dignified  demeanor  that  marked  the  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia gentleman  of  that  day.  Marquis  Y  Graff,  Joseph  Graff,  Jacob 
Souder,  the  Pittengers,  Dr.  Boyer,  the  Holtz's,  Dr.  Kuhn,  and  others 
came  under  that  rule,  if  rule  it  was.  These  are  all  dead  except  Mrs. 
John  Pittenger  and  Judge  Benjamin  Pittenger,  who  are  still  living. 

The  writer  always  found  in  father  Cronise  a  true  friend,  and  records 
these  lines  with  mixed  feelings  of  pleasure  and  sadness,  as  a  token  of 
the  high  esteem  in  which  his  memory  is  cherished.  Of  pleasure, 
because  of  the  opportunity  to  register  my  testimony  to  a  tried  friend  ; 
of  sadness,  because  those  of  us  who  enjoyed  the  company  and  counsel 
of  Henry  Cronise  are  getting  less  very  rapidly,  and  are  already  but  few 
in  number. 

PHILIP    SEEWALD 

Was  born  on  the  26th  day  of  September,  1799,  in  Sippersfeld,  in  the 
Bavarian  Palatinate,  Germany.  He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Ludwig  and 
Sophia  Seewald.  His  father  was  a  man  who  resembled  Henry  Clay  of 
Kentucky  very  much.  Both  gentlemen  happened  to  be  in  Tffiin  on  a 
visit  at  the  same  time,  and  it  was  a  common  remark  how  much  they 
resembled  each  other.  The  mother  of  Philip  was  a  Correll,  and 
descended  from  a  long  line  of  school  teachers  in  this  village.  Louis 
(Ludwig)  Seewald  was  a  wagon  maker  by  trade,  and  Philip  worked  in 
the  shop  of  his  father  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough,  and  learned  the 
trade.  He  was  a  natural  genius,  and  when  he  was  drafted  into  the 
Bavarian  army  he  applied  all  his  leisure  hours  to  the  study  of  the 
watch  and  the  natural  sciences.  When  he  returned  from  the  army  he 
was  a  good  watch  maker,  and  very  handy  at  any  curious  workmanship 
in  iron.  He  married  the  oldest  daughter  of  Henry  Lang,  above  named, 
and  a  few  years  thereafter  emigrated,  with  his  family,  to  the  United 
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States  and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  opened  a 
jewelry  shop.  When  the  Lang  family  came,  in  1833,  they  stopped  at 
Pittsburgh  until  Seewald  and  his  family  united  with  them,  and  then 
both  families  carae  to  Tiffin  together,  where  they  arrived,  on  the  tSth 
day  of  August,  1813, 

The  early  settlers  will  remember  the  jewelry  store  of  Seewald,  in 
the  large,  hewed  log  house,  on  south  Washington  street^  in  Tiffin. 
The  front  end  was  devoted  to  jewelry,  and  the  back  part  to  gun- 
smithing.  Here  he  lived  until  about  1S43,  when  he  bought  from  John 
Goodin  the  lot  where  the  Rust  block  now  is,  and  where  he  lived  the 
rest  of  his  days. 

He  never  made  the  English  language  a  study,  and  spoke  it  very 
brokenly;  but  he  built  up  a  good  trade  with  his  skill  and  general  repu- 
tation for  honesty.  By  close  application  to  his  books  he  became  well 
versed  in  general  history  and  the  popular  sciences  of  the  day.  He 
was  naturally  a  thinker  and  investigator;  he  took  nothing  for  granted, 
and  discarded  everything  that  lacked  a  cause.  He  was  firm  in  his 
judgment,  and  able  to  defend  any  position  he  took.  His  mind  natur- 
ally lead  him  to  the  bottom  of  things.  While  he  never  obtruded  his 
conclusions  on  anybody,  he  was  strong  in  the  defense  of  them  when 
once  formed. 

His  wife  died  on  the  8th  day  of  February,  1843,  Three  of  their 
children  were  born  in  Germany,  and  the  rest  of  them  in  this  country. 
They  had  eight  in  all,  of  whom  three  sons  and  two  daughters  are  still 
living.  Louis  Seewald,  the  jeweler,  is  the  oldest  son;  William  lives  in 
New  Mexico,  and  Philips  the  youngest,  in  Hudson,  Michigan.  The 
boys  were  all  jewelers.  The  oldest  daughter  is  Mrs.  Oster,  and  the 
youngest  Mrs.  Spindlcr,  both  residing  in  Tiffin, 

Mr,  Seewald  was  married  again  to  Elizabeth  Staib.  This  union  was 
blessed  with  but  one  child,  Sophia,  who  was  married  in  the  spring  of 
this  year  to  a  Mr.  Roll,  of  Cleveland^  where  they  reside. 

Philip  Scew^ald  was  a  shorti  robust,  compactly  built  man,  very  strong 
and  muscular.  He  had  a  very  large  head,  that  became  bald  early;  well 
proportioned;  large,  fleshy  nose;  deep-set  blue  eyes;  strong,  manly 
features.  His  head  was  so  large  that  he  could  find  no  hat  large  enough 
in*  the  stores,  and  had  to  send  his  measure  to  t'incinnati.  He  was 
about  fivt  feet  six  inches  high,  and  weighed,  when  in  his  best  days,  near 
200  pounds.  As  years  began  to  make  him  restless,  he  left  his  business 
in  the  hands  of  his  son  Louis,  and  made  up  a  lot  of  instruments  with 
which  he' built  tower  clocks.  The  clock  in  the  tower  of.  the  court 
house  is  one  of  them. 
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Thus  he  spent  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  his  life,  ever  busy, 
reading  or  making  something  useful  or  ingenious.  He  was  widely 
known  as  the  principal  watchmaker  in  Tiffin,  and  as  a  man  of  strict, 
unflinching  integrity,  highly  esteemed  by  everybody.  He  died  on  the 
30th  day  of  October,  1878,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  one  month  arid 
four  davs.  • 
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IT  WOULD  require  a  book  by  itself  to  give  a  full  description  of  the 
numerous  additions  that  were  made  to  Tiffin  and  to  Fort  Ball,  and 
finally  to  Tiffin  proper  as  a  city  of  the  second  class,  from  time  to  time. 
The  reader  must  be  content  with  a  mere  reference  to  the  same.  At 
the  commencement  of  this  work,  fear  for  want  of  material  to  write  a 
book  was  uppernlost  in  the  mind  of  the  writer,  but  now,  and  as  he  is 
about  commencing  this  chapter,  he  is  troubled  to  know  what  best  to 
leave  out,  to  prevent  the  book  from  becoming  too  bulky. 

The  desire  to  write  personal  sketches  of  many  more  of  the  old 
pioneers  is  very  strong,  and  should  be  indulged  would  space  only  per- 
mit. Being  conscious  of  the  fact,  that  in  the  great  stream  of  time 
generations  after  generations  appear  upon  the  stage  of  action,  and  are 
swept  away  in  their  order  into  the  vast  ocean  of  the  past;  and  of  this 
other  fart,  that  we  are  forgotten  by  the  few  that  ever  knew  us,  to  love 
or  to  hate  us,  about  as  fast  as  we  go — I  am  strongly  reminded  of  what 
my  dear  old  friend,  Frederick  Fieser,  Esq.,  the  able  and  illustrious 
editor  of  the  H'^s/h>/e,  in  Columbus,  once  said  to  me,  speaking  on  the 
subject  of  ambition,  viz:  thai  about  all  you  can  say  of  man  is  **hc  wa> 
born,  took  a  wife,  and  died/' 

Yet,  as  this  narrative  progresses  notices  will  be  taken  of  a  character 
here  and  there,  that  shall  be  deemed  proper  in  its  place* 

The  following  are  the  additions  made  to  Tiffin^  fronrr  the  time  of  the 
first  platting,  vu:  New  I*ort  Ball;  Hedges*  northern  and  southern 
additions  to  Tiffin;  Norris  and  (list's  addition,  June  15,  f  83a  ;  Raw- 
son's  addition,  May  30,  1833;  Sneath  and  Graff's,  January  ig,  1834: 
Keller  and  Gist's,  same  dale;  Jennings',  November  13, 1834;  Williams', 
April  22,  1835;  Waggoner's,  January  13,  1836;  Sheldon's,  September 
11,  1838;  Hedges*  second   addition,  July  26,  1851;  Davis*,  May  16, 
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1854;  Springdale,  May,  1854;  Demcr's,  November  13,  1855:  AUbright*s 
March,  1856;  Seney's,  December,  1856;  Avery,  Butler  &  Cecirs.  July 
27,  1857;  Heilman's,  July  i4r  185S;  Hedges*  second  southeru,  February 
26.  1859;  Sub-division  of  lots  t  and  2  in  block  D;  Bunn's  W,  pt;  lot  a;J 
block  S;  Noble's;  Noble's  second;  Frost's;  Schouhart's;  Hunter*s  sub- 
division ofuut-lots  Nos,  6  and  7 :  Jacob  Heilman's;  Scheiber's;  Brew- 
er's;  Mrs.  Walker's:  Mrs,  Walker's  second;  Goodseirs;  Mrs.  Hunter's; 
Tomb's;  Gross';  Souder's  sub-division:  Stoner's;  Mrs,  Allen's;  Bunn's 
second;  J.  T.  Huss';  Davis  Estate's;  Gray's;  Lewis';  McCoiluni  ^ 
Snyder's:  Mecbanicsburgh;  Weirick's;  Blair's;  Remniele's;  Fi$hbaugh*s; 
Gibson's;  Gwinn's;  Shawhan*s:  Hall's;  Cottage  Park;  BartelTs;  Hud* 
die's;  Schubert's;  Kaull  \k  (Jlenn's;  Houck's;  Myers';  Ph,  Wentz's; 
G.  D,  Loomis';  J.  Bour's:  Hay  ward's;  Huber's:  Fishbaugh's  second; 
W,  C.  Hedges';  Zeigler's;  Louisa  Smith's;  Harter  &  Sloman's;  John 
Heilman*s  sub-division;  Maria  R  Kuhn's;  J.  Heilman's;  Sulli%-an's sub- 
division :  Noble's  re-sub-division.  There  were  some  seventy- two  in 
alt.     The  lots  were  re-numbered  in  March,  1854, 

These  additions  and  the  several  annexations  the  city  council  has 
made  from  time  to  time,  with  very  ciuestionable  propriety,  but  under 
the  severe  law  of  the  Jitate  that  gives  landed  proprfetors,  in  the  territory 
to  be  annexed,  no  voice  in  the  measure,  have  extended  the  limits  of  the 
city  to  embrace  all  of  section  19,  all  of  section  30  (except  about  one 
hundred  and  forty  acres),  about  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  section 
ag^  more  than  one-half  of  section  20,  and  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  section  18,  in  Clinton  township — about  1760  acres  in  all. 

In  the  fall  of  1833  Mr,  Hedges  contracted  with  Reuben  Williams,  one 
of  the  leading  carpenters  at  that  time,  to  build  a  wooden  bridge  across  the 
river  on  Washington  street.  Some  of  the  work  was  done  that  fall,  but 
during  the  following  spring  and  summer  the  work  progressed  very  slowly. 
It  was  finally  completed  far  enough  to  have  a  few  plank  laid  over  it 
lengthwise,  for  the  accommodation  of  foot  passengers.  During  the 
spring  and  summer  of  1834,  another  fool  bridge  was  constructed  a 
little  distance  further  down  the  river,  by  boring  boles  into  slabs  and 
putting  long  sticks  into  them  to  raise  the  slabs  above  the  water.  Both 
of  these  conveniences  together  nearly  ruined  Mr,  Hoagland's  ferry. 

A  big  freshet,  in  the  fall  of  1834,  brought  immense  quantities  of  drift 
down  the  river^whole  trees,  straw  stacks,  fence  rails,  saw  logs,  etc— 
and  made  a  lodgement  at  the  bents  of  the  bridge.  Several  men  ven- 
tured to  get  on  the  top  of  the  drift  pile  with  their  axes,  and  commenced 
chopping  the  long  trees  into  pieces,  in  order  to  start  them  on  their 
way.      They  made  considerable  headway;  but  when  they  saw  large 
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pieces  of  the  Tymochiee  bridge  approaching,  they  got  away  just  in  time 
to  ^ave  their  lives.  When  these  pieces  of  the  Tymocbtee  bridge  struck 
the  gathered  drift  the  whole  mass  went  together,  taking  the  new  bridge 
along. 

In  the  summer  following  Mr»  Hedges  built  a  better  bridge  at  the 
same  place,  and  when  it  was  done  he  employed  a  colored  man  to 
collect  toll.  This  was  the  first  and  only  toll  bridge  that  Tiffin  ever  had. 
Early  in  the  spring  of  1836,  James  W.  Hill  published  a  notice  to  the 
effect  that  he  had  rented  the  toll  bridge  from  Mr.  Hedges  for  the  term 
of  three  months,  commencing  oti  the  ist  day  of  April.  1836,  and  called 
upon  those  who  had  bargains  with  Mr.  Hedges  to  cross  the  bridge,  to 
call  on  him,  in  order  to  renew  their  contracts,  etc. 

The  bridge  was  a  great  convenience,  but  the  idea  of  paying  toll 
became  annoying  to  farmers,  as  well  as  to  the  merchants  in  Tiffin,  and 
a  plan  was  put  on  foot  to  have  a  free  bridge  constructed  over  the  river 
at  the  west  end  of  Market  street-  A  subscription  list  was  circulattd, 
and  when  the  requisite  amount  was  si^scribed  the  contract  was  lei.  It 
'was  a  wooden,  truss  bridge  with  a  roof  over  it.  Guy  Stevens,  Benjamin 
Biggs,  John  Park  and  Dr.  James  Fisher  were  the  building  comraittcei 
Andrew  Lugenbeel  was  treasurer. 

There  was  great  rejoicing  in  Tiffin  when,  on  the  i8th  day  of  Febni- 
<*ry*  *^37>  i^  ^^s  announced  that  the  free  bridge  was  opened  to  the 
public.  It  cost  ^2,200.00.  Hedges'  toll  bridge  became  a  free  bridge 
also^  as  a  matter  of  course. 

This  covered,  free  bridge  was  a  fearfully  dark  place  after  night,  and 
the  women  on  either  side  of  the  river  refused  to  cross  it  without  pro- 
tection, after  dark.  Some  time  after,  lanterns  were  put  up  at  each  end 
during  dark  nights.  Peter  Van  ess  established  a  large  carriage  shop 
where  I.oomis  &  Nyman's  foundry  now  is,  near  the  bridge,  and  when 
the  carriage  factory  burned  down,  the  bridge  caught  fire  and  burned. 

The  old  toll  bridge  lasted  for  ten  years  after  that,  when,  on  New 
Year's  night  of  1847,  it  was  swept  away  by  a  freshet.  Then  the  county 
commissioners  put  up  in  its  place  one  of  the  most  wonderful  contriv- 
ances for  a  bridge  that  was  ever  seen.  The  plan  of  it  was  simple 
enough,  but  the  great  ijuantity  of  material  used  in  its  construction 
surprised  everybody  but  the  commissioners.  The  stringers  that  were 
laid  from  one  bent  to  the  other,  and  on  which  the  plank  were  laid 
cross-wise,  were  of  such  ponderous  size  and  weight  that  they  absolutely 
broke  the  whole  fabric  down,  very  soon  after  it  was  finished. 

When  the  people  saw  the  danger  of  an  accident,  some  one  nailed 
boards  across  the  ends  of  the  bridge  to  keep  teams  from  going  on  it» 
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and  in  less  than  a  week  from  that  time,  down  it  went.  Then  was  con- 
structed the  wire  suspension  bridge*  in  1853,  which  answered  a  good 
purpose  for  some  time,  and  which  also  in  its  order  gave  way  to  the 
present  beautiful  iron  structure,  being  the  fifth  bridge  built  at  that  place 
since  1833. 

The  free  bridge  on  Market  street  burned  away  in  the  night  following 
the  26th  day  of  January,  1854,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  present 
l)ridge^  which  was  built  by  the  county  commissioners.  The  fire  in 
Vaness'  carriage  factory  was  discovered  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
and  the  roof  of  the  bridge  took  fire  from  it 'within  twenty  minutes 
thereafter. 

The  morning  of  the  24th  day  of  April,  1833,  was  cool  and  bracing; 
the  sun  shone  brightly  while  the  ebb  of  the  Atlantic  ocean  set  into  the 
mouth  of  the  Seine  at  Havre  de  Grace,  France.  To  take  advantage  of 
the  tide,  several  American  packets  in  the  harbor  were  making  ready  to 
leave  the  port.  Sailors  were  running  to  and  fro;  some  up  in  the  rigging, 
others  hoisting  the  anchor;  some  speaking  English,  some  German,  some 
French,  some  Spanish;  some  were  singing,  some  swearing,  and  all  were 
busy.  Passengers  crowding  onto  the  boats  with  their  goods,  had  their 
passes  examined  and  their  berths  assigned  to  them.  The  ebb  was  up 
to  high  water  mark,  and  the  time  had  come  to  **let  go/'  The  few  sails 
that  were  stretched  swelled  westward  by  the  gentle  breeze;  the  rudder 
groaned,  and  the  old  "Jefferson"  began  to  move. 

Two  sailors  pulled  up  a  bunting  at  the  foot  of  the  rear  mast,  and 
when  it  got  high  enough  to  catch  the  breeze,  it  unfolded  the  **Stars  and 
Stripes''  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  first  time  to  the  eyes 
of  the  writer.  The  emotions  that  filled  my  heart  at  the  sight  I  will  not 
undertake  to  describe,  for  fear  my  kind  readers  might  think  me  foolish. 
But  think  of  a  boy  with  a  warm,  hopeful  nature,  running  away  from  his 
native  land  to  escape  its  oppressions  and  military  tyranny,  leaving  his 
native  shore  for  the  land  of  his  hopes  and  desires,  for  the  first  time  in 
his  life  standing  under  the  *'flag  of  the  free,"  under  which  his  future 
destiny  is  to  be  wrought  out— and  you  can  have  an  idea  how  the  writer 
felt  when  leaving  Havre  de  Grace, 

On  board  of  the  Jefferson  were  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  passen- 
gers, mostly  from  Bavaria  and  Baden.  Of  these,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  three  families  came  to  Tiffin  without  the  least  consort  of  action 
or  understanding.  When  we  landed  at  Baltimore  every  family  had  its 
own  point  of  destination,  and  all  scattered.  T4ie  Lang  family  came 
here  that  same  year,  in  August;  the  Hoff'man  family  in  the  fall  after, 
and  the  family  of  John  G.  Osieen  came  in  1840,  I  think. 
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This  Hoffman  family  was  from  Meisenheim,  in  the  Palatinate,  and 
consisted  of  Frederick  Hoffman,  his  wife  and  three  children,  John, 
Fritz  and  Charlotte.  Charlotte  was  a  little  blue-eyed  beauty,  with  fair 
skin,  cheerful  face,  and  flaxen  locks  falling  upon  her  shoulders.  Her 
friendly,  sweei  nature,  attracted  the  attention  of  the  people  on  board, 
and  she  became  one  of  the  pets.  Charlotte  was  then  about  three  years 
old,  and  had  for  a  playmate  another  little  girl  that  looked  very  much 
like  her.  She  was  the  youngest  daughter  of  a  Mr,  Maurer,  on  board, 
and  afterwards  became  the  wife  of  the  Hon,  Charles  Bi.ese!,  lale  senator 
from  the  Auglaize  district, «living  in  New  Bremen. 

Frederick  Hoffman  was  then  about  forty  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
potter  by  trade;  had  traveled  some;  was  very  social  and  talkative — 
really  attractive  in  conversation.  He  was  a  man  of  striking  personal 
appearance.  His  carriage  was  very  straight;  he  was  about  five  feet 
nine  inches  high;  not  fleshy,  but  muscular.  He  had  very  black  hair, 
black  eyes,  and  very  long,  black  eye-lashes;  a  large  nose,  and  rather 
large,  but  well  proportioned  mouth;  and  deep,  sonorous  voice.  His 
manners  were  easy  and  gentlemanly.  The  writer  has  but  faint  recol- 
lectjon  of  Mrs.  Hoffman. 

When  the  famii^^  came  here  in  the  fall  of  1S33,  though  late,  Mr. 
Hoffman  bought  the  lot  now  owned  by  the  Henz  family,  next  south  to 
Dr.  McFarland,  and  immediately  erected  a  two-story  hewed  log  house 
thereon.  As  soon  as  the  house  was  done,  the  family  occupied  it  and 
opened  the  first  German  tavern  in  Tiffin.  The  first  German  dance  in  Tif- 
fin was  held  there  about  Christmas  that  year,  1833.  The  oldest  son,  John^ 
and  the  writer  were  comrades  on  board  the  Jefferson,  and  we  renewed 
our  friendship  with  great  pleasure  after  we  came  together  again  here.  In 
the  spring  of  1834  Mr.  Hoffman  put  up  a  potter's-shop  and  an  oven  on 
his  lot,  and  burnt  several  kilns  of  good  pottery,  the  first  in  the  county.   - 

In  1832  the  Asiatic  cholera  broke  out  in  Canada,  and,  sweeping  along 
the  Hudson  and  the  St.  Lawrence,  visited  the  large  cities  along  the  sea- 
coast.  It  raged  with  greater  or  less  severity  from  Newfoundland  to  New 
Orleans  in  1833.  In  1834  cases  occurred  in  many  inland  towns  and 
cities.  About  the  fore  part  of  August  in  this  year,  news  reached  Tifiin 
that  several  cases  had  proved  fatal  in  Sandusky  City.  People  in  Tiffin 
began  to  be  apprehensive  and  expressed  much  concern  on  the  subject, 
A  constable,  by  the  name  of  John  Hubble,  lived  on  Monroe  street. 
His  wife  died  on  the  19th  of  August.  The  doctors  refused  to  say  much 
about  the  cause  of  her  death,  and  it  was  rumored  about  that  she  had 
eaten  green  cucumbers  that  had  caused  her  death.  On  the  next  day  a 
small  child  of  a  lierman  family  that  lived  in  the  second  story  of  Mr. 
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Hoffman's  house,  died,  In  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  writer  took 
the  coffin  to  the  house  and  put  the  little  corpse  into  it.  The  Jatber  was 
absent  from  home,  and  the  mother  wished  to  wait  for  his  return  before 
she  would  have  the  child  buried.  Coming  down  stairs,  I  found  Mr. 
Hoffman  al  the  front  door,  and  after  talking  awhile  we  parted*  He  had 
just  recovered  from  an  attack  of  billious  fever  and  looked  very  pale. 
His  pale  face,  white  shin  and  white  pants,  forming  a  violent  contrast 
with  his  very  black  eyes  and  hair»  made  his  appearance  njore  impressive 
than  ever.  This  was  about  four  o'clock  P.  M,  The  following  night 
about  three  o'clock  his  son  John  called  me  out  of  bed  and  requested 
that  I  should  come  down  to  the  house  and  said  his  father  was  dying. 
When  I  reached  the  house,  Dr.  Dresbach  came  out  and  told  me  Hoff- 
man had  died  of  cholera.  Now  consternation  and  alarm  spread  like 
wild-fire  over  the  town  and  countrvi  and  Tiffin  changed  its  appearance 
very  rapidly.  Business  stopped;  people  stood  about  the  streets  in 
groups.  Some  prepared  to  get  away  already.  Several  other  cases 
occurred  in  the  next  twenty-four  hours,  and  at  the  end  of  one  week 
from  the  death  of  Mr.  Hoffman  there  were  only  about  seven  families 
left  in  the  place.  Boss  Phillips,  and  all  the  shop  hands,  were  among 
the  runaways,  except  a  young  man  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Wilson  and 
myself  Mr.  Campbell's  cabinet  shop  was  also  shut  up.  Stores  and  all 
other  public  houses,  except  Sneath*s  hotel,  were  closed.  Some  movers» 
(rerman,  Scotch  and  Irish  families,  had  stopped  here  on  their  way 
west.  The  Cronise  family,  the  Seewalds,  and  the  Lang  families  and 
part  of  Boyers  staid.  Father  thought  it  was  wrong  to  run  away  from 
each  other  in  time  of  distress.  Wilson  and  myself  had  the  shop  to  our- 
selves, and  made  the  roffins  as  fast  as  we  could.  Very  often  we  made 
rough  boxes  answer.  One  Sunday  we  made  seven.  The  town  was 
very  still  and  quiet  during  the  day.  Scarcely  a  man  could  be  seen 
except  the  doctors  running  hither  and  thither.  Boards  were  nailed 
across  the  doors  of  many  houses.  The  nights  were  made  hideous  by 
the  bawh'ng  of  the  cows  and  the  howling  of  the  dogs  that  had  lost  their 
masters  and  owners.  When  the  disease  began  to  abate  Mr,  Phillips 
called  to  see  us  once  in  a  while.  We  made  eighty-six  coffins  in  our 
shop  in  five  weeks  from  the  time  Mr.  Hoffman  died.  One  Sunday 
morning  an  ox-team  came  along  Market  street  from  the  west,  with  a 
water-trough  made  out  of  a  log,  on  the  wagon,  and  a  slab  nailed  over 
the  top,  going  to  the  cemetery.  Two  men  with  pick  and  shovel  fol- 
lowed.    They  buried  a  man  that  had  died  west  of  Fort  Ball 

In  a  log  house  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Perry  and  Jefferson,  lived  a 
Scotch  family  by  the  name  of  Dalrymple.     They  had  a  boy/johnnv, 
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about  thirteen  years  old,  who.  a  few  days  before,  was  a  picture  of  health 
as  well  as  a  picture  of  beauty.  I  loved  him  for  his  friendly  nature. 
One  day  the  mother  catne  to  the  shop  and  requested  nie  to  come  to 
the  house  and  take  his  measure.  He  laid  on  his  bed  with  a  sheet  over 
him,  but  looked  as  beautiful  as  ever.  I  ran  to  Dr.  Dresbach  and  told 
hira  that  I  did  not  believe  the  boy  was  dead.  The  Doctor  thought 
otherwise,  but  gave  me  a  bottle  of  brandy,  with  orders  to  make  it  hot 
and  rub  it  all  over  him  with  a  flannel  cloth.  The  mother  assisted  me, 
and  in  less  than  one  half  hour  the  poor  fellow  began  to  move  and 
opened  his  eyes.  Dr.  Dresbach  was  called  in  and  was  much  rejoiced 
at  our  success.  He  took  him  in  charge  and  in  about  two  weeks  the 
boy  was  on  the  street  again.  The  cases  were  getting  less  and  people 
began  to  return.  The  weather  was  growing  cooler  and  slight  frosts 
were  observable  some  mornings.  People  began  to  take  courage  with 
a  hope  that  the  cholera  had  left  us.  One  morning  Mrs.  Dalrymple 
came  to  the  shop  crying  and  told  us  that  her  son  was  dead.  His  was 
the  last  case  in  Tiffin. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  October  all  the  stragglers  had  returned. 

It  is  not  true,  as  Mr.  Butterfield  would  have  it,  that  the  disease  was 
confined  to  the  German  and  Irish  emigrants  exclusively,  'Squire'Plane, 
David  Bretz,  Andrew  Fruitchy,  Mr.  Brookover,  and  many  others  that 
died,  were  citizens  here  and  natives. 

The  cholera  returned  again  to  Tiffin  in  1849,  in  1S52,  and  again  in 
1854,  with  less  severity,  however,  except  for  a  short  time  in  1854,  when 
on  one  Sunday,  sixteen  corpses  were  counted  on  the  Fort  Ball  side, 
where  it  raged  with  the  greatest  fury.  On  that  day  Dr.  Hovey,  with 
the  assistance  of  Joe  Smith,  George  W.  Zigler,  William  Holt,  Thomas 
W,  Boyce,  Mrs.  Flahaff,  Miss  Julia  Gear,  laid  out  eleven  dead  at  the 
hospital  alone.  It  took  some  moral  courage  to  stare  death  in  the  face 
in  times  like  these,  and  the  names  of  these  heroes  and  heroines  arc  re* 
corded  here  as  worthy  to  he  remembered.  All  the  doctors  did  their 
duty,  no  doubt,  but  Dr.  Hovey  was,  perhaps,  the  most  active  and  indus- 
trious. For  five  weeks  he  was  amongst  his  patients  day  and  night 
without  changing  his  clothes.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Sullivan,  of  St  Mary'.s 
Church,  was  amongst  the  fearless,  and  Dr.  McCollum,  until  he  himself 
was  taken  down.     **  There  w^ere  giants  in  those  days." 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  greatest  mortality  was  on  that  side  of 
the  river,  which  may  be  partially  accounted  for  from  the  fact  that  the 
pest'house  was  built  there;  but  with  all  that  there  were  fewer  cases  on 
the  Tiffin  side. 

One  thing  more  on  this  subject  should  be  mentioned  here.     Mrs. 
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Hoffman  died  within  one  week  after  her  husband,  leaving  ihc  children 
strangers  in  a  strange  land.  The  boys  were  more  able  to  help  them- 
selves. Little  Charlotte  found  a  good  home  in  the  family  of  Judge 
Ebert,  who  had  no  children.  The  good  and  kind  Mrs,  Kbcrt  adopted 
Charlotte  and  raised  iuid  educated  her  with  the  love  and  lender  care  of 
a  good  mother.  A  young  lawyer  in  Tiffin  succeeded  in  winning  her 
heart  after  she  had  grown  up  into  womanhood,  and  little  Charlotte  is 
the  happy  wife  of  Governor  Lee,  of  Toledo. 

IH£  RAILROADS. 

It  is  said  that  great  events  sometimes  throw  their  shadows  before. 
The  subject  of  a  railroad  to  Tiftin  from  some  place  was  talked  about 
nearly  ten  years  before  a  locomotive  was  seen  in  town.  When  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Mad  River  and  Lake  Erie  railroad  began  to  be  agitated, 
meetings  were  held  in  Tiffin  from  time  to  time,  committees  appointed 
to  raise  subscriptions,  etc.  In  August,  1832,  the  Sandusky  Clarion  pub- 
*  Hshed  an  editorial  in  which  it  was  said  that  the  prospects  of  a  road 
were  good,  and  that  §50,000  had  already  been  subscribed. 

In  September,  1832,  the  following  notice  was  published  in  the  Smem 

Patriot: 

KAILHOAi)    NOTICE, 

The  undersiguerL  ('nniiuissioners  of  8enera  comity,  for  the  Mad  Rivt:*riincl 
Erie  R.  H.,  will  open  Imoks  f<U'  subscription  of  sttM*k  for  said  road  in  Tittiu, 
Seneca  county,  on  the  fourth  day  of  October.  18:^:2,  at  the  residence  of  Eli 
Norris.  HENRV  CRONISE. 

JOSIAII  HEDGES. 

The  first  sod  for  this  road  was  cut  at  the  end  of  Water  street,  San- 
dusky, Ohio,  on  the  7th  day  of  September,  A.  D.,  1835,  by  General 
Harrison,  of  Cincinnati,  assisted  by  Governor  Vance.  The  occasion 
was  one  of  rejoicing;  banners  were  hoisted  to  the  breeze,  while  music 
and  song  filled  the  air. 

The  track  was  laid  along  Water  street  to  the  wciit  end  of  the  city. 
James  Bell  was  the  civil  engineer  for  its  construction,  and  W.  Durlein 
his  assistant-  The  first  locomotive,  called  the  "Sandusky,"  arrived 
there  in  1858,  and  was  used  in  the  construction  of  the  road.  In  the 
fall  of  i8j8,  the  line  was  completed  to  Bellevue,  fifteen  miles,  and  the 
first  train  run  there.  Thomas  Hogg,  who  afterward?  moved  to  the 
island,  was  the  engineer;  John  Paull,  now  dead,  was  fireman^  and 
Charles  Higgins,  also  dead>  was  conductor.  The  train  consisted  of  the 
locomotive  **  Sandusky,''  a  small  passenger  car,  and  a  still  smaller 
freight  car,  not  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  which  latter  car  re- 
mained for  some  time  the  only  accommodation  for  carrying  merchan- 
dise*    It  is  said  this  locomotive  was  the  first  one  in  America  that  had  a 
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Steam  whistle.     In    1S59  work  was  done  from   Bellevue  to  Republic. 
The  first  locomotive  reached  Tiffin  in  1841.     Conrad  Poppenburg  was 
the  engineer  w^hen  the  first  passenger  train  ran  to  Tiffin;  Earnest  Kir- 
rian  was  the  fireman — both  still  living.     Paul  Klauer  died  in  Urbanaof  ^ 
cholera.     He  was  also  a  hand  on  the  train. 

Since  then»  another  route  had  been  opened  through  Clyde  and  the 
old  route  entirely  abandoned  and  taken  up.  The  old  charter  bears 
date  January  5,  i8j2.  The  company  is  now  known  by  the  name  of 
t^incinnatl,  Sandusky  and  Cleveland  railroad,  and  runs  over  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  miles  of  rails.  Its  main  line  is  from  Sandusky  to 
Springfield,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles. 

The  Columbus  division  extends  from  Columbus  to  Springfield,  loriy- 
five  miles,  and  the  Findlay  branch  extends  from  Carey  to  Frndlay»  a 
distance  of  sixteen  miles.  This  line  of  road  is  proverbial  for  its  steady 
and  safe  traveling  facilities,  and  is  one  of  the  best  conducted  roads  in 
the  country. 

The  Tiffin,  Toledo  and  Eastern  railroad. — On  the  first  day  of  May, 
1873,  the  first  regular  passenger  train  was  run  on  this  road.  It  traverses 
the  county  in  a  northwesterly  direction.  This  road  is  now  consolidated 
with  the  Mansfield,  Coldwater  and  Lake  Michigan,  and  is  completed 
from  Mansfield  to  Toledo,  now  under  the  control  of  the  Pennsylvania 
company.  Its  depot  in  Tiffin  is  near  the  "  tunnel,"  where  the  road 
crosses  Washington  street.     The  road  is  doing  a  large  business. 

The  Baltimore,  Pittsburg  and  Chicago  railroad  was  completed  to 
Tiffin  in  the  early  part  of  1874.  It  is  under  the  general  management 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  company,  and  crosses  Seneca  county  nearly 
east  and  west.  The  bridge  of  this  company  across  the  Sandusky  river 
is  of  iron,  and  decidedly  the  best  railroad  bridge  in  the  county.  The 
company  is  doing  a  very  extensive  business,  but  their  present  depot  in 
Tiffin  is  a  little  board  shanty,  unworthy  alike  of  the  roacl  and  of  Tiffin. 

The  Lake  Erie  and  Louisville  railroad  runs  through  the  northwestern 
pan  of  the  county  to  Fostoria,  and  the  Columbus  and  Toledo  railroad, 
running  through  Big  Spring  and  Loudon  townships,  also  louchin;^;  at 
Fostoria,  are  in  full  operation. 

The  Pomeroy  road  (so-called),  and  hereafter  to  be  known  as  the 
Atlantic  and  Lake  Erie  road,  has  been  graded  for  some  time,  and  is  to 
be  put  into  operation  during  the  coming  summer.  It  runs  through 
Seneca  and  Loudon  townships;  also  touching  at  Fostoria. 

Thus  .Seneca  county  is  cut  by  five  railroads,  in  constant  operation* 
with  another  in  immediate  prospect,  and  siill  another  east  and  west 
road  in  embryo* 


\hc  Tiffin  and  Fort  Wayne  road  was  surveyed  and  graded  about 
twenty-five  years  ago.  It  is  almost  forgotten,  together  with  its  own  sad 
history. 

Tl^e  Clinton  Line  Kxtension,  that  was  to  run  frum  Tiftin  eastward, 
and  towards  the  construction  of  which  Tiffin  and  the  people  along  the 
line  contributed  so  largely,  was  another  of  the  many  giga^nlir  frauds 
and  robberies  that  have  contributed  so  largely  to  make  people,  who  are 
not  in  the  railroad  ring^  and  belong  not  to  the  large  fish,  so  extremely 
cautious  and  reluctant  when  they  are  now  asked  to  subscribe  towards 
the  building  of  another  railroad.  The  numerous  subscribers  of  the 
Mansfield,  Coldwater  and  Lake  Michigan,  who  have  been  sued  to  pay 
their  subscription  the  second  time,  have  some  experience  in  the 
premises. 

HISTORY    0¥    HEIDELBERG    COLLEGK    AT    TIFFIN. 

The  establishment  of  this  college  grew  out  of  the  desire  of  the  **  Re* 
formed  Church  of  Ohio  *'  to  found  institutions  (namely,  a  college  and 
a  theological  seminary)  w^here  its  candidates  for  the  ministry  might 
obtain  a  full  and  complete  classical  and  scientific  education  ;  and  where 
also  all  others  fitting  for  the  different  professions,  might  have  the 
benefit  of  that  educational  training  so  necessary  for  success  in  other 
ways. 

In  the  year  1850,  Rev.  Hiram  Shaull,  the  pastor  of  the  First  Reformed 
Church  in  Tiffin,  by  prompt  and  energetic  action »  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing subscriptions  to  the  amount  of  111,030  horn  the  citizens  of  Tiffin 
and  vicinity,  to  be  donated  to  the  proposed  college,  on  the  condition 
that  it  be  located  at  Tiffin.  The  proposition  was  accepted  by  the 
synod,  at  Navarre,  Ohio,  in  September,  1850,  and  two  professors  were 
at  once  elected  to  open  the  school.  These  two  professors  have  been 
in  connection  with  these  institutions  Irom  the  ^start,  a  period  now  of 
thirty  years.  They  were  Rev.  J.  H.  (iood,  A.  M.^  of  Columbus,  Ohio, 
elected  as  professor  of  mathematics,  and  Rev.  Reuben  Good»  A.  M,,  of 
Darke  county,  Ohio,  elected  as  rector  of  the  preparatory  department. 
These  gentlemen  promptly  removed  to  Tiffin,  and  by  November  of  the 
same  year,  opened  the  school,  in  the  third  story  of  a  business  block 
called  **  Commercial  Row/*  Joel  W.  Wilson,  Esq.,  and  one  of  the 
professors^  canvassed  the  city  for  scholars,  and  on  the  i8th  of  Novem- 
ber, the  college  was  opened  with  seven  pupils.  By  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber the  number  had  increased  to  eighty-two.  During  the  first  year  one^ 
hundred  and  fortynine  (of  whom  twenty-five  were  in  the  classical  de- 
partment) were  enrolled.     The  college  campus,  valued  at  :^2,ooo,  and 
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containing  five  acres,  was  a  donation  from  Josiah  Hedges,  Esq.,  the 
founder  of  Tiffin.  The  college  was  named  "  Heidelberg  College,"  after 
the  celebrated  University  of  that  name  in  Germany,  and  in  honor  of 
the  only  symbolical  book  of  the  Reformed  church,  namely,  the  "  Heidel  < 
berg  Catechism."  The  basement  story  of  the  college  building  was 
put  up  in  the  autumn  of  1851.  The  corner  stone  (donated  by  Dn  Elias 
Heiner,  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,)  was  laid  on  Thursday,  the  13th  of 
May,  1851,  by  Major  Lewis  Bakzell.  President  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees; on  which  occasion  an  address  on  the  "  Dignity  of  Labor  '*  was 
delivered  by  General  S.  F.  Carey,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  the  presence 
of  a  large  audience.  The  campus  was  subsequently  enlarged  by  the 
purchase  of  four  acres  from  Hon.  W.  \\\  Armstrong,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
The  college  building  was  completed  in  the  year  1S52,  at  an  expense  of 
^15,000,  and  occupied  for  the  first  time  in  the  autumn  of  that  year  In 
1871  a  large  house  for  the  residence  of  the  President  was  erected,  at 
an  expense  of  about  $4,000.  In  1873  a  large  three-story  boarding  hall 
was  erected  at  an  expense  of  about  S8,ooo, 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  professors  and  teachers  who  have  been 
connected  with  the  college  since  its  establishment: 


Rev.  R.  Good,  A.  M, 

Rev;E.  V,  Gerhart,  D,  a,  Pres. 

Rev.  M.  Kieffer,  D.  D.,  Pres. 

Rev,  E.  E,  Higbee,  D.  D. 

Rev.  G.W.  Aughinbaugh,  D.  D.,  Pres. 

Rev.  Joseph  A,  Keiller,  A.  M. 

Rev,  P.  G reding,  D.  D. 

Rev,  H*  Zimmerman. 

Rev.  A,  S.  Zerbee,  A,  M.  Ph.  D. 

Mrs.  A.  M.  Lee. 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gerhart. 

Miss  M.  A.  Moriti. 

N,  L.  Brewer,  Esq. 

Rev,  J.  B.  Kniest. 

Rev.  J-  V.  Lerch,  A.  M. 

Rev.  Edwin  R  Willard,  A.  M. 

Rev.  J   P.  Moore,  A   M 

Rev  Eph.  Epstein,  M,  D, 


Rev.  J.  H.  Good,  D,  D. 

Rev.  H,  Rust,  A,  M. 

Rev.  J.  H.  Rutenick,  D.  D. 

J.  B,  Kieffer,  A.  M. 

Rev.  G.  W.  Willard,  D.  U.,  Prcs 

Charles  Hornung,  A.  M, 

Rev,  C-  H.  G.  Von  Lutenan. 

C.  S.  A.  Hursh,  A.  M. 

Rev,  C.  C,  Knepper,  A  M. 

Miss  Sarah  J,  Thayer 

Miss  O.  IL  Rutenick. 

Miss  Jane  Hartsock. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Esher. 

Rev.  W.  H.  Fumeman. 

Frederick  Mayer,  A.  B, 

Rev.  Louis  Grosenbaugh.  A.  M. 

Wm.  P.  Cope,  A.  M, 
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Xhe  following  table  will  give  a  list  of  4he  students  that  have  been  in 
attendance  : 

IN  PREPARATORY.  TOTAL. 

149  M9 

148  174 

177  206 

175  226 

134  187 

"5  M7 

138  160 

104  133 

104  132 

84  105 
98  127 

192  215 

137  178 

156  227 

no  182 

96  x8i 

117  182 

83  149 

78  139 

124  196 

106  •  221 

75  »65 

70  158 

85  169 
88  x68 

The  financial  agents  of  the  College  have  been  Rev.  M.  ShauU,  and 
Llder  Henry  Leonard,  of  Basil,  Ohio.  The  invested  funds  of  th'e  Col- 
lege now  amount  to  over  S  100,000.  The  total  number  of  students 
who  have  received  their  education  in  whole  or  in  part  in  Heidelberg 
College,  is  about  3,300.  Probably  a  majority  of  the  families  of  Seneca 
county  have  been  represented  here.  These  students  are  found  in  all 
the  professions  and  ranks  of  life.  Nearly  two  hundred  ministers  of  the 
gospel  have  gone  forth  from  these  institutions,  and  are  scattered  over 
the  northern  states,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific. 

Closely  connected  with  Heidelberg  College  is 

HEIDELBERG    THEOLOGICAL    SEMINARY. 

This  is  Strictly  and  exclusively  a  Theological  school,  held  in  the 
(College  building,  but  separate  and  distinct  as  a  corporation,  and 
having  separate  endowments  and  professors.     It  was  commenced  at 
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X 850-5 I 
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1851-52 

26 

1852-53 

29 

X 853-54 

47 

1854-55 

43 

1855-56      ■ 

22 

1856-57 

32 

1857-58 

29 

1858-59 

28 

1859-60 

21 

1860-62 

29 

1 862-64 

23 

1864-67 

41 

1867-68 

71 

1868-69 

72 

1869-70 

85 

1870-71 

65 

1871-72 

61 

1872-73 

61 

1873-74 

72 

1874-75 

102 

1875-76 

90 

1876-77 

88 

1877-78 

84 

1878-79 

80 
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Tfliin  .it>uni  M\  iiionths  later  than  the  College.  The  professors  in  this 
Seminary  have  been  the  following,  the  two  last  being  still  in  ofticei 

Rev.  K,  V.  Gerhart,  D.  D.,  Professor  of  Theology. 

Rev.  M.  Kieflfer,  D.  D., 

Rev,  H,  Rust,  A.  M.,  Professor  of  cxegetical  ami  historical  Theology. 

Rev,  J,  H.  Good,  D,  D,,  Prof,  of  dogmatic  and  practical  Theology. 

The  invested  funds  of  the  Seminary  amount  to  about  :^35,ooo.  It 
has  a  large  library,  donated  by  various  persons.  The  largest  donation 
wa^  made  by  Rev.  H.  HelrTenstein,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  number  of 
students  in  the  Seminary  has  been  as  follows,  fur  the  different  years 
since  it  has  been  in  operation: 

NO.  SiUDENIS.  SEMINAKV    \  tAk.       Ni).  STUUhNlS. 

1  ia68  9 

lo  1870 

14  187a 

17  1873 

18  1874 

15  1875 
13  187*5 

7  1877 

9  187S 

12  1879 

13  1880 

4 

Dr*  Gerhart  was  sole  professor  in  the  Seminary  (acting  at  the  same 
time  as  president  of  the  College,)  from  1851  to  1855,  when  he  resigned 
to  accept  the  presidency  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College^  at  Lancas- 
ter, Pennsylvania.  From  November  ist,  1855,  to  186 1,  Dr.  Kieffer  was 
sole  professor,  (also  being  president  of  the  College,)  From  1861  to 
1869  the  Seminary  was  conducted  bv  two  professors,  Dr,  Kieffer  and 
Professor  Rust.  In  1869  Dr.  Kieffer  resigned,  and  Dr.  Good,  then 
professor  of  mathematics  in  the  College,  was  elected  his  successor 
From  1869  to  1880,  the  seminary  has  been  in  charge  of  these  two  pro* 
fcssors. 

REV.    K.    V,    GERHART,    D,    l», — FIRST    PRESIDENT   OF 

HEIDELBERG    COf.LEGE. 

Kmanuel  Vogel  (ierhart  is  the  eldest  son  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Gerhart, 
inter-married  with  Sarah  Vo^el,  He,  was  born  at  Freeburg,  I  then 
Warren,  now)  Snyder  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  13,  1817.  In  his 
second  year  his  father  became  pastor  of  coni^rcgations  in  Lykens  val* 
ley;  his  youth  was  passed  in  Millersburg^  Dauphin  county,  where  he 
enjoyed  the   advantage  of  such  elementary  schools  as  were  then  in 
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22 
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existence.  He  began  Latin  at  the  age  of  eleven.  In  May,  iSji,  his 
father  sent  him  to  the  high  school  o^gani^ed  by  the  Refornied  Church, 
at  York,  Pennsylvania,  then  under  the  principalship  of  Rev.  F.  A, 
Rauch,  l*h.  D.  When,  in  1855,  that  school  was  removed  to  Mercers- 
burgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  erected  into  Marshall  College,  he  was  one  of 
eighteen  students  who  went  with  the  institution.  His  classical  course 
he  completed  in  September,  1838,  being  one  of  six  who  composed  the 
second  graduating  class  of  Marshall  College.  Immediately  thereafter 
he  bet  am e  a  teacher  in  the  female  seminary  at  Mercersburgh,  con* 
ducted  by  Mrs.  Sarah  A,  Young,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  for 
four  years. 

In  September,  1839,  he  was  appointed  tutor  in  the  Academy  con- 
nected with  the  College,  a  position  which  he  held  for  three  years.  He 
entered  the  Theological  Seminary  in  September,  1838,  and  graduated 
in  1841,  his  theological  studies  being  carried  forward  simultaneously 
with  his  teaching  in  the  academy  and  female  -ieminary.  His  theologi- 
cal teachers  were  the  Rev.  Louis  Mayer,  D.  D,,  under  whom  he  studied 
one  year,  and  who  resigned  in  the  fall  of  1839;  the  Rev.  F.  A.  Rauch, 
Ph,  D.,  for  two  years  and  a  half,  who  died  in  March,  1S41;  and  the 
Rev.  John  W.  Nevin,  D.  D*,  for  one  year,  lie  having  been  called  ti> 
succeed  Dr.  Mayer  in  1840. 

Dr,  Gerhart  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  by  the  Synod  of  the 
Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States,  at  Reading,  Pennsylvania, 
October,  1841.  In  May,  1842,  he  received  and  accepted  a  call  to  four 
churches  in  franklin  county,  called  the  **Grindstone  Hill*'  charge,  and 
was  ordained  to  the  holy  ministry  by  a  committee  of  Mercersburgh 
classes,  in  the  Union  church  at  Grindstone  Hill,  August,  1842.  As  his 
engagement  with  the  academy  was  still  in  force,  during  the  summer  of 
1842  he  taught  at  Mercersburgh  during  the  week,  and  on  Sunday  served 
bis  pastoral  charge.  During  September  of  this  year  he  transferred  bis 
residence  to  Fayetteville,  The  following  spring,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Gutellus,  he  received,  and  was  induced  to  accept,  a  call 
to  Gettysburgh,  Pennsylvania.  This  pastoral  charge  he  served  for 
more  than  six  years,  from  May,  1843,  to  July,  1849.  Then  by  the 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions  he  was  appointed  missionary  among  the 
foreign  Germans  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  He  took  charge  of  a  sma^l 
church  on  Bett's  street,  composed  entirely  of  poor  foreign  Gcrroansi 
which  he  served  exclusively  in  the  German  language,  for  one  year, 
living  in  a  little  shanty  attached  to  the  rear  of  the  frame  structure  built 
in  a  sand  bank,  Here  he  labored  for  two  years.  During  this  time  the 
church  doubled  its  membership,  a  corner  lot  was  bought  on  Elm  street, 
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and  funds  were  subscribed  and  collected  for  the  erection  of  the  First 
Reforined  Church,  which  still  occupies  the  old  site. 

In  the  month  of  December,  1850,  the  Synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent 
states  elected  him  Professor  of  Theology  in  its  Theological  Seminary^ 
and  President  of  Heidelberg  College,  institutions  of  the  Reformed 
Church,  which,  during  the  previous  year,  had  been  located  at  Tiffin, 
Ohio,  Accepting  this  call,  be  removed  to  Tiffin  in  May,  1851.  During 
ihe  summer  he  undertook  an  agency  in  behalf  of  the  seminary  library, 
the  seminary  until  then,  having  had  no  books.  He  visited  Philadelphia 
and  New  York,  where  he  collected  funds  and  many  volumes.  The 
books  presented  and  purchased  constitute  the  nucleus  of  the  library  of 
this  institution.  A  full  report  of  his  operations  will  be  found  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio  of  1852.  The  offices  of  Professor  and 
President  he  filled  for  the  term  of  four  years;  teaching  and  lecturing 
partly  in  the  English  and  partly  in  the  German  language.  At  the  same 
time  he  served  several  organized  churches;  during  the  first  two  years, 
three  or  four  congregations  in  the  vicinity  of  Tiffin.  During  the  last 
two  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Second  Reformed  church  (German)  in 
that  city. 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania,  elected  him  President  of  that  institution  at  its  annual 
meeting,  held  in  1854,  He  accepted  the  call  and  moved  to  Lancaster, 
in  April,  1855.  His  connection  with  this  college  continued  until  July, 
1868,  a  period  of  thirteen  years.  In  1858  he  received  his  honorary 
title  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  Jefferson  college*  Through  the  death 
of  the  Rev.  Henry  Harbaugh,  D,  D,,  the  professorship  of  systematic 
theology  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Mercersburg  became  vacant 
in  December,  1S67,  ,\ta  special  meeting  of  the  synod  of  the  Reformed 
church,  held  at  Harrisburg,  he  was  chosen  Dr-  Harbaugb's  successor. 
This  call  he  accepted  and  removed  to  Mercersburg  in  August,  1868. 
When,  in  1871,  the  seminary  was  removed  from  Mercersburg  to  Lan- 
caster, he  continued  in  the  service  of  the  institution.  The  rhair  of 
Professor  of  Theology  he  has  occupied  up  to  the  present  time,  March, 
1880. 

In  the  fall  of  1864,  St.  Stephen's  church  was  organised  in  the  chapel 
of  F,  and  M,  coUege,  composed  of  professors,  families  and  students. 
Of  Ibis  church  he  was  made  the  pastor,  and  serv^ed  as  such  until  he 
ceased  to  be  president  of  the  college.  When  the  Rev,  Dr,  Kevin  re- 
tired from  the  presidency,  the  associate  pastors  appointed  Dr.  Gcrhart 
presiding  pastor  of  St.  Stephen's  church,  and  up  to  the  present  time  he 
has  been  fulfdUng  the  duties  of  this  office. 


ftEV,   JfcREMIAW    ft,   noOt>,   V*.    D. 
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hEV.   JKREMIAH  H.  GOOO,  D.  ll„   PROFESSOR    OF   THE  THKOLOGICAI, 
SEMINARV    AT    TIFF1N%   OHIO, 

Near  the  Blue  Mountains,  in  Berks  county,  Pa,,  in  the  village  of 
Rchtersburg,  Dr.  Good  was  born  on  the  22d  day  of  November,  1822, 
He  is  the  son  of  Philip  Augustus  and  Elizabeth  Good.     At  the  age  of 
nine  years  (in  1S31}  he  removed  to  the  county  seat,  the  city  of  Reading, 
where  he  received  his  preparatory  education  in  the  public  schools  and 
the  academy.     At  the  age  of  fourteen  (September^  1^3^)  ^'^  started  for 
college,  namely,  Marshall  college,  then  located  in  Mercersburg,  Frank- 
lin county,  Pennsylvania.     It  was  at  this  time  under  the  presidency  of 
Dr.  F,  A.  Ranch,  a  celebrated  scholar  from  Germany,     Spending  two 
years  in  the  preparatory  department,  and  four  years  in  the  college,  he 
graduated  with  the  highest  honors  of  the  class  on  the  last  Wednesday 
of  September,  1842.     The  class  numbered  nine,  of  whom  four   have 
been  professors  in  colleges  and  seminaries,  and  one  a  member  of  Con- 
fess,    From  1S42  to  1845  he  was  sub-rector  of  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment of  .Marshall  college,  and  at  the  same  time  student  in  the  Theolog- 
ical Seminary  under  Dr.  J.  W,  Nevin,     In  the  autumn  of  1845  h©  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Mercersburg   classic,  and    in  a  few  weeks 
thereafter  followed  a  call  to  Lancaster,  Ohio.     From  October,  1S45, 
until  October,  1S47,  he  labored  as  pastor  of  the  Lancaster  and  St, 
Matthew's  Reformed  Cdngregation,  being  at  the  same  time  principal  of 
a   select  school.     Elected   by   the    Ohio  Synod   to  edit  its  proposed 
religious  paper,  he  removed  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  October,  1847,  and 
started  the  Western  Misshnary  (now  known  as  the   C/trisiian  World, 
and  published  in  Dayton,  Ohio).     Elected  by  the  Rtrformed  Synod,  of 
Navarre,  1849,  as  Professor  of  Mathematics,  in  its  projected  college,  he 
removed  in  October,  1849,  (together  with  his  brother.  Professor  Reuben 
Good,)  to  Tiffin,  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  opened  the  new  institution. 
At  the  same  time  he  continued  to  edit  the  Western  Missionary  for  three 
years  longer,  whenrit  was  removed  to  Dayton.     From  November,  1S49, 
until  September,  1S69,  (a  period  of  twenty  years,)  he  was  Professor  of 
Mathematics   in   Heidelberg  College.     He   was  then  elected  (by  the 
Synod  of  Shelby,  in  May,  [869)  to  the  chair  of  Dogmatic  and  Practical 
Theology,  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Tiftin,  which  situation  he 
lias  occupied  for  ten  years. 

RLV.    r.EORGE    W.    WILIJARD,    D.    ti., 

was  called  to  the  Presidency  of  Heidelberg  College  in  1866.  He  was 
born  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  June  loth,  181 7,  and  graduated  at 
Marshall  College,  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1840;  served  several 
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important  pastoral  charges  in  the  Reformed  Church,  and  was  the  editor 
of  the  Western  Missionary^  the  organ  of  the  Synod  of  Ohio  of  the 
Reformed  Church,  thirteen  years.  He  is  still  presiding  over  the  college, 
which  has  enjoyed  a  good  degree  of  prosperity  under  his  administration. 


CHAPTER  XVllI. 


THE  CHURCHES. 


IT  WO  I  LI)  have  been  a  pleasure  to  the  writer  tu  prepare  a  hii>tory 
of  the  churches  in  Tiffin  and  in  Seneca  county,  had  not  two  causes 
prevented  it:  one  the  entire  absence  of  any  record  of  the  organization, 
date,  officers,  ministers  or  members  in  many  of  them:  the  other,  the 
cool  indifference  in  regard  to  the  matter  with  which  my  requests  were 
answered-  Such  historic  data  as  could  be  procured,  however,  are 
given  here  in  detail,  while  those  of  the  others,  whose  records  are  want- 
ing, are  described  from  recollection. 

The  little,  brick  Catholic  chapel  on  Madison  street  has  already  been 
described.  There  are  only  to  be  added  these  additional  facts:  That 
the  German  and  the  Irish  Catholics  attended  worship  in  it  together  for 
&ome  time,  as  one  congregation,  and  until  the  separation  took  place, 
when  the  Irish  formed  a  separate  congregation  and  built  their  brick 
church  in  Fort  Ball,  (as  then  called),  and  the  Germans  bought  about 
two  acres  of  Mr.  Hedges,  in  the  woods  at  the  south  end  of  Tiflfin: 
Father  Healy  is  the  pastor  of  the  Irish  church,  and  Father  Evrard  the 
pastor  of  the  Germnn  church,  now  standing  on  the  two  acres,  between 
Washington  and  Melmore  streets.  [Furfher  details  will  be  given  here- 
after.] 

It  is  also  said  that  the  little  brick  chapel  was  the  fourth  Catholic 
church  erected  in  Ohio.  After  the  separation  of  the  tw^o  nationalities, 
the  Irish  people  used  the  chapel  as  a  school  house,  and  employed  one 
John  Crowley  as  teacher.  Through  some  carelessness  about  the  stove 
the  building  took  fire  and  burned  down. 

TUJS   MKTHODIHT  EPISCOrAL  CHrRCH. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Tiffin  has  already  been  alluded 
to,  as  one  of  the  first  brick  buildings  in  Tiffin,  The  first  church  of  this 
denomination  that  was  erected  in  the  county,  was  built  on  the  bank  of 
Honey  creek,  in  Eden  township,  in  1H26,  and  on  the  land  now^  known 
as   the   Henry  Schoch  farm.      This  structure  did  not  compare  very 
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favorably  with  the  grand  trdifice  this  denomination  now  owns  on  Mad- 
ison street,  but  it  was  a  good,  large,  substantial,  hewed-log  building, 
aid  answered  very  well  for  the  time.  Their  second  church  was  built 
in  Reed,  in  1829;  it  was  also  made  of  logs»  and  was  located  on  the 
Raymond  farm^  one  mile  east  of  the  pike.  Rev.  James  Montgomery 
used  to  preach  in  these  churches  occasionally,  and  also  the  venerable 
Thomas  Thompson,  still  living,  and  who  was  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular and  most  generally  beloved  Methodist  divines  among  the  early 
ministers  in  this  part  of  the  country.  The  celebrated  Finleys  also 
preached  in  these  log  churches,  as  well  as  in  private  houses.  The 
house  of  John  Gibson,  Esq.,  in  Eden,  was  a  meeting  house  almost  every 
Sunday  for  a  long  time.  The  first  presiding  elder  was  James  Mc- 
Mahon,  who  came  to  Tiffin  in  1823,  and  preached  in  the  old  brick 
church.  Luther  A.  Hall,  Esq.  bought  the  old  church,  when  the  ron- 
gregation  had  put  up  the  new  one,  now  over  the  post  office,  used  as  a 
club  room,  and  made  a  theatre  of  it.  The  Germans  in  Tiffin  had 
organized  a  very  good  Thesbian  Society  about  that  time,  and  produced 
good  pieces  for  amateurs— '^Feldkimmel,'*  for  instance.  The  Meth- 
odists finally  sold  their  church  on  the  corner  of  Monroe  and  Market 
streets,  and  built  a  large  edifice  on  Madison  street.  When  finished  it 
will  be  one  of  the  grandest  and  most  spacious  church  edifices  in  the 
county.  Services  are  now  held  in  the  basement.  The  membership  is 
nearly  three  hundred;  the  Sunday  school  numbers  about  two  hundred 
scholars.  Rev.  J.  W.  Mendenhall  is  the  present  pastor-  This  congre* 
gatiu^n  was  admitted  to  the  North  Ohio  Conference  in  August,  1848, 
Rev.  Thomas  Barkdall,  presiding  elder;  and  Rev.  E,  S.  Gurley,  pastor. 

THE    PROTESTANT    EPISCOPAL   CHURCU, 

At  the  northwest  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Market  streets,  is  a  neat, 
commodious  structure;  has  regular  services  now,  but  the  membership 
is  not  very  large.     The  Rev.  Williams  is  the  pastor. 

THE    FIRST    BAPTIST   CHURCH 

Id  Tiffin  was  organized  on  the  20th  day  of  October*  1857.  by  the  lol 
lowing  named  persons:  Rev.  Lyman  J.  Fisher,  William  J.  Crawford. 
Eli/.abeth  Crawford,  Harriet  Crawford,  William  Gallup,  F.  Browncll  ami 
Benjamin  Tomb.  The  first  public  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev. 
I>.  F.  Carnahan.  Their  church  was  built  on  Ferry  street,  and  dedicated 
on  the  2d  day  c.f  December,  i860.  Rev.  L.  J.  Fisher  preached  the 
ilcdicatory  sermon  on  the  ist  day  of  July,  1868.  The  church  has  a 
membership  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Its  present  pastor  is  the 
Rev.  G*  G.  Harriman, 


THE   CHURCHES- 


THE    PRESBl-TERIAN    CHUKCH 

In  Tiffin  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important  religious  associations 
in  the  city,  as  it  is  also  one  of  the  earliest.  It  numbers  among  its 
members  many  distinguished  citizens.  Their  splendid  church*  at  the 
southwest  corner  of  Market  and  Monroe  streets,  was  built  in  1870.  Its 
present  membership  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty;  Rev,  D.  D,  Bigger 
is  its  pastor  at  this  time.  The  following  historical  items  are  taken  from 
an  anniversary  discourse  pronounced  by  Rev.  D.  D.  Bigger,  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church: 

The  First  Presbyt^^rian  Church  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  was  organixetl  about  the 
tir^l  i>f  July,  A.  D.  IK^^l,  and  was  formed  by  the  withdrawal  of  members 
from  the  J^lelmore  church  who  liveil  nearer  Fort  1^11  than  Melmore.  In 
1K'J4  this  society  in  Tiftin  was  formally  cliartereil  by  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  state  of  Ohio,  as  the  F'ii'st  Preshyterian  Church  of  Titfin,  Ohio,  The 
charter  members  were  Milton  Jeimings,  Peter  Marsh,  James  W.  G.  McCluer. 
Allen  Campbell,  William  Hunter,  John  Young,  Ezekiel  McFerren,  "'and 
their  assoi'iates/'  The  hoard  <»f  trustees  named  iii  the  eharter,  were  Milton 
Jennings,  Peter  Marsh  and  Allen  Cumpbelb  devout  men. 

In  the  year  is^iQ  Rev.  John  Hohinsou  came  t<i  the  wilds  of  Seneca  county, 
preaebing  the  gospel  and  gathering  the  early  settlers  of  Presbyterian  ytredi- 
iection  into  local  churches.  In  the  summer  of  181^1,  a  l(X*a!  chnrch  was 
organised  at  Tilhu,  the  Rev.  John  Robinson  oflkiathig  as  their  spiritual 
leader  imtil  the  charter  was  secured,  in  1H34.  Father  lUibinson  is  known  as 
a  tliorough  pioneer  preacher,  and  many  rich  incidents  are  related  of  his 
pioneer  ex  pe  net  ice. 

The  Rev.  John  MeCutchen,  the  successor  of  the  first  pastor,  was  consid*  ' 
ered  ji  revivnlist  f>f  nire  tact  and  tident,  accomplishing  much  good.  During 
the  interim  fnmi  IS'tT  to  is^i^  the  4*hnrch  was  supplied  hy  the  Rev,  A.  S, 
Dunton  iirul  Rev.  John  Whipide,  in  connection  with  Melmore.  Ret.  James 
Pelon  oicupied  the  pulpit  from  June,  lfii2.  to  Mairli  1^1,  IR>S.  The  Rev, 
J*>hn  McLain  supplied  tlie  ptdpit  in  Tifiin.  in  conjunction  with  that  of  tlie 
chur»*h  atMcCutcliensvillo.  from  MayH.  lH>.K,mitil  liisdeatli,  which  occurred 
June  I1,  lH«i2.  Doi'iuK  the  Rev*  McLain's  ministry  the  cliorch  edirtce  at 
McCutchensvrlle  w^as  hoi  It,  R**v.  D.  S.  Logan  sei'\ed  tlie  ctunvh  as  stated 
supply  for  one  year,  from  tlje  month  of  December,  186:i.  In  the  winter  of  ' 
IHOa,  the  Rev,  J.  E.  Lapsley  ministered  to  the  church,  resigning  in  the  fall 
of  18136.  In  the  spring  nf  iHiiT.  the  Rev.  R.  B.  Moore  wns  called  to  the  pas- 
torate, and  accepthig,  liecame  the  first  installed  pastor  of  this  congiegjition, 

l^p  to  the  ]»astorate  of  Rev,  Mooi^e,  tlie  congregation  had  worshij»ped  in  a 
sanctuary  huilt  in  !Ki>,  on  the  west  side.  Measures  were  taken  to  build  a 
nnu'e  commotlions  structnre,  and  more  centrally  located.  The  eflorts  were 
successfuL  and  the  present  handsome  edifice,  at  the  corner  of  Atarket  and 
Monroe  streets,  was  occupied  for  the  tirst  time  in  the  winter  of  1871.  Wben 
conjt>lt'led,  it  is  estimate*!  that  the  entire  mitlay  far  construrting  the  build- 
ing, purchase  of  lot,  and  furnishing,  will  not  exceed  S21,0(MJ,  hut  will  frdlv 
reach  that  som. 
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Rev  J,  F.  Pollock  suct^edM  Rev.  Moore,  and  wau  installed  as  pastor  in 
]HTi,  during  the  iiionlU  «>f  S*»pt4^mber.  Aft<^r  live  years  of  faithful  8ervu-e. 
he  I'eftisriied  ill  Minvh,  Ints,  aorepting  an  inviUitiou  to  Suutli  Toledo.  Olno, 
The  vresoiit  encumV»ent.  the  Rev.  U.  D.  BigK*"!'^  being  a  duly  uiistaHed  pas- 
t(U\  has  entered  the  tfdrd  year  of  his  nirriistry  witli  the  ehurf'h.  The  sm-ieiy 
is  in  a  fiiusl  pn»spertHis  eonditioiL  Tlie  report  for  the  year  elosing  .Tnly  tsit 
show^  an  adflition  of  thirty  t<»  tJie  inemherHhip,  and  over  ^'A,iM\  rai.sed  for 
ecele,sia*tieal  and  benevolent  purposes,  rolleeted  from  the  different  depart- 
meiits  »>f  tlie  clmnh  work.     Tlie  following  ;iiv  the  i^Hiters  of  tlir  rhnirh 


SESSION, 


David  Stnythe, 
Jolin  Kerr. 
Fmnciii  Fredenci, 


William  Davicbon. 
Rc»bert  Lysle, 
Xttthaufel  Beck,  Clerk. 


BOAUD  OK  TRlTiSTKEs: 

l>uvid  Laird,  President.  James  T.  Knott,  Seei^tary, 

Henry  C.  IJaltzelL  Treasurer.  i\  1).  Spra^tie, 

George  IL  Bonjey.  J,  8.  Bott» 

William  H.  Kempher, 
Tills  denomination  has  ehnrrhes  loi'aie<l  iu  this  county  at  Fostoria.  Mel- 
more,  Bhvomville.  McCnU'hensviile  and  Itepuhlif.    At  the  latter  place  a  uew 
church  is  nnder  process  of  building,  and  willW  ready  to  occupy  this  fall. 


l»LALK. 

TiMn, 

Fostoria* 

MeCutchensville, 

Reiuddjc, 

Bloom  ville, 

Melmore, 


CIIUUCIL 

First  I^resbyterian, 
Preabyterhui, 


l»ASTOR. 

Rev,  I),  D.  Bigger. 
Rev.  J.  Hughes* 
Rev.  R.  B,  Mmire. 

Rev.  J.  S.  Boyd. 


*THF.    GERMAN    EVANGELICAL    Sl\   JOHN'S    CONGRECArn»K. 

This  is  the  only  religious  organization  in  Tiffin  constituted  after  the 
manner  of  the  union  of  the  Lutheran  and  Reformed  churches  in  (ier- 
many,  a  religious  event  that  was  celebrated  among  the  Protestants  of 
southern  Germany  on  the  iSth  day  of  November.  i8i8. 

This  congregation  in  Tiffin  was  organized  under  a  charter  passed  by 
the  general  assembly  of  Ohio  on  the  15th  day  of  March,  1S36,  under 
the  name  of  *'The  United  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  and  German 
Evangelical  Reformed  St.  John's  Congregation  ofTiffin,  Seneca  county." 
Andrew  Albrecht»  Philip  Wentz,  Valentine  Seewald,  Francis  Souder^ 
Andreas  Bloom,  Andrew  Denzer,  Philip  Seewald,  John  Ditto,  Jacob 
Boyer  and  WiUiam  Lang  were  the  charter  members.  Of  all  these, 
Andrew  Bloom,  Jacob  Boyer  and  the  writer  are  all  that  survive.  The 
first  constitution  was  adopted  in  1838,  Rev.  Adam  Adolph  Conrad, 
one  of  the  most  pure  minded  of  christian  gentlemen,  was  its  first 
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pastor,  and  served  the  congregation  for  five  years.  In  addition  to 
this,  Rev,  Conrad  served  nine  other  congregations,  including  one  in 
Lower  Sandusky.  He  was  a  man  of  brilliant  iniellect  and  splendid 
oratorical  powers,  which,  combined  with  his  pleasing  raanners»  won  for 
him  hosts  of  friends  among  all  people.  He  had  a  frail  body,  and  bis 
labors  were  too  severe  for  his  physical  strength.  He  died,  after  five 
years  of  constant  service,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  His  death 
was  lamented  by  all  classes  of  people.  Rev,  J.  J.  Beilharz,  rVom  Fay- 
ette, New  York,  took  charge  of  the  congregation  in  184J,  In  1849  the 
constitution  was  revised.  Faihei  Beilharz  served  the  congregation 
twelve  years,  and  was  succeeded  by  a  Mr*  Wander,  who  had  recently 
emigrated  here  from  Silesia,  Germany.  His  sermons  were  character- 
ised by  forcible  and  poetic  thought,  and  true  devotion.  Mr.  Wander 
died  ten  months  after  he  preached  his  first  sermon.  Rev.  J.  J.  Esher 
thereupon  served  the  congregation  up  to  1855,  Rev.  Ruetenick  served 
during  an  interim.  Rev,  J,  G.  Neuschmidt  was  the  pastor  from  1859 
to  1870.  Revs.  Rein  and  Weisgerber  served  to  1873,  when  Rev,  G,  von 
Ltitemau  became  the  minister  and  served  until  1875,  when  the  Rev, 
C.  Zimmerman,  the  present  incumbent,  succeeded  him. 

By  the  frequent  changes  of  ministers,  and  other  causes,  the  congre- 
gation suffered  much,  and  became  much  reduced  in  numbers:  but  by 
the  indefatigable  labors  and  the  loveable  disposition  of  this  able  and 
accomplished  divine,  the  church  has  increased  to  more  than  one  hund- 
red and  twenty  members. 

The  first  meeting  house  of  this  congregation  was  a  hewed  log  build- 
ing, and  stood  on  the  same  spot  where  their  beautiful,  but  modest  brick 
church  now  stands,  on  south  Jefferson  street.  It  was  built  in  1836, 
and  gave  way  to  the  present  brick  church  in  1857.  The  pastor  lives  in 
a  commodious  parsonage  on  the  same  lot  A  ladies*  mite  society,  con- 
nected with  the  churchj  numbers  forty  members.  The  interest  now 
awakened  in  the  German  Protestant  element  promises  a  constant  in- 
crease of  the  congregation,  and  contributes  largely  to  the  preservation 
of  the  German  language  and  the  German  mode  of  worshfjs. 

So  much  for  a  church  that  keeps  a  record. 

THE    FIRST    REFORMED    CHURCK  OF  TIFFIN,   OHIO^ORGANIZ  ATION. 

The  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  mostly  from  the 
states  of  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland,  living  in  and  around  Tiffin*  de- 
sirous of  worshipping  God  in  accordance  wnth  the  customs  and  doc- 
tnne:i  of  their  fathers,  determined  to  organize  a  congregation  in  Tiffin, 
in  order  that  their  wishes  in  this  particular  might  be  realized.     They 
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invited  the  Rev,  John  L.  Sanders,  of  Frederick  couniy,  Maryland,  to 
visit  them»  with  the  view  of  becoming  their  pastor.  The  invitation  was 
accepted  by  this  young  minister,  and  on  the  8th  day  of  June,  1833,  he 
commenced  his  labors  among  his  new  parishoners.  On  the  30th  of  the 
same  month,  a  meeting  of  all  who  were  desirous  o(  going  into  the  new 
eiUerprise,  was  called^  at  which  time  a  constitution  was  adopted,  and  all 
who  wished  to  unite  with  the  proposed  organization  subscribed  their 
naiyes  thereto.  As  well  as  can  be  ascertained,  they  were:  Thoma^s 
Derr,  Joseph  Ogle,  George  Stoner,  Jacob  Kroh»  Jonathan  Foltz, 
Frederick  Cramer,  Joseph  Foncannon,  John  Kime,  John  Martin,  Ezra 
Derr,  Christian  Ramsburg,  Frederick  W.  Shriver,  (ieorge  Schroyer* 
John  Leydey,  William  Baugher,  Christian  Stoner,  Elizabeth  Ogle, 
Susanna  Ramsburg,  Rosanna  Derr,  Catharine  Cramer,  Susanna  Foltz, 
Elizabeth  Baugher,  Margaret  Kime,  Sarah  Kroh,  and  Mary  Leydey. 
The  next  step  taken  was  to  elect  a  consistory,  the  members  of  which 
were  to  constitute  the  board  of  trustees  also.  A  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers was  held  for  this  purpose,  on  the  21st  of  July,  1S33,  when  six  elders 
and  six  deacons  were'elected,  who  were  ordained  and  installed  acconl- 
ing  to  the  provisions  of  the  Reformed  church,  on  the  same  day  of  their 
election, 

BUILDING    OF    THE    CHURCH, 

At  the  meeting  aforesaid,  the  consistory  was  authorized  to  purchase 
a  lot  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  on  it  a  church  edifice,  to  be  built  of 
brick.  The  lot  upon  which  the  present  building  stands  waS  purchased 
from  Josiah  Hedges,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and 
was  deeded  to  the  trustees  of  the  congregation,  known  then  by  the 
name  of  the  German  Evangelical  Reformed  Church,  on  the  i6th  day 
of  August,  1834;  the  following  persons  constituting  the  board  at  that 
time;  Jacob  Kroh,  Joseph  Foncannon,  Jonathan  VoUz,  Joseph  <.)glc, 
Frederick  Cramer,  David  Rickenbaugh,  John  Ditto,  John  Kime,  Wil- 
liam Baugher,  John  Martin,  Ezra  Derr,  and  Peter  Schlosser.  Immedi- 
ate steps  were  taken  to  build  the  proposed  church.  For  various  reasons. 
the  work  piogressed  slowly,  and  the  building  was  not  ready  l- 
occupancy  until  the  summer  of  1835. 

PASTORS. 

The  Rev.  J.  L.  Sanders,  who  was  licensed  and  ordained  to  the  gospel 
ministry  on  the  7th  of  May,  1833,  by  the  Maryland  Classes  of  the  (icr* 
man  Reformed  Church,  was  the  first  minister  of  the  congregation.  He 
served  it  from  the  time  of  its  organization  until  the  7th  of  November, 
t^35t  making  the  time  of  his  pastorate  two  and  a  half  years* 
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His  successor  was  the  Rev,  Frederick  Rahauser,  who  preached  in 
both  the  German  and  English  languages-  He  served  the  congregaiiou 
about  four  and  one-half  years,  when  he  resigned^  and  was  followed  by 
the  Rev.  Daniel  Kroh,  who  had  just  been  ordained  to  the  gospel 
ministry. 

The  Rev.  Kroh  commenced  his  labors  as  pastor  on  the  tSth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1840,  and  was  regularly  installed  over  the  congregation  as  such 
on  the  i2th  of  April,  1841,  The  church  being  without  pews  up  to  this 
time,  the  members  silting  on  slab  benches,  was  furnished  with  pews, 
which  made  it  a  more  comfortable  place  of  worship  than  formerly. 
The  Rev.  Kroh  continued  as  pastor  until  the  12th  of  May,  1846,  when 
he  resigned. 

The  Rev.  Hiram  Shaull  became  his  immediate  successor.  During 
his  pastorate  the  church  building,  which  had  not  been  plastered  or 
painted,  was  finished,  and  was  dedicated  about  the  ist  of  January,  1847. 
The  Rev.  Shaull,  having  been  appointed  by  the  boards  of  trustees  of 
the  Theological  Seminary  and  Heidelberg  College,  located  in  Tiffin,  to 
a  joint  agency  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  these  institutions  of  learn- 
ing, and  feeling  it  to  be  his  duty  to  accept  this  appointment,  resigned 
the  pastorate  of  the  congregation,  which  took  effect  on  the  ist  of  Jan- 
uary, 1852. 

The  Rev.  George  D.  Wolff  then  served  the  congregation  as  pastor 
for  one  year,  after  which  he  resigned.  His  resignation  went  into  effect 
in  July,  1853. 

After  a  vacancy  of  one  year,  the  Rev.  William  K.  Zieber  became  the 
pastor.  He  commenced  his  labors  here  in  the  month  of  August,  1854- 
He  labored  with  acceptance  until  the  ist  of  August,  1857,  when  he  re- 
signed, for  the  purpose  of  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
general  superintendent  of  Home  Missions,  under  the  direction  of  th^d 
different  boards  of  Home  Missions  of  the  Reformed  Church. 

A  vacancy  again  occurred  for  over  one  year,  after  which  the  Rev.  E. 
E.  Higbee  became  the  pastor.  He  commenced  his  rl^uties  on  the  ist  of 
October,  1858  DiiVing  his  pastorate  the  present  church  edifice  was 
erected,  the  old  one  being  unfit  any  longer  for  use.  It  was  commenced 
in  the  summer  of  i860,  and  was  completed  the  following  spring.  The 
Rev,  Higbee  continued  to  b^;  the  jjastor  until  the  loth  of  March,  1861, 
when  his  resignation,  which  had  been  previously  offered,  went  into  effect. 

The  congregation  was  then  served  by  the  Rev.  M.  Kieffer»  D.  D,,  as 
a  supply,  until  the  ist  of  July,  iS6^,  when  the  Rev.  T..  H.  Refauver  be- 
came its  pastor,  and  has  continued  in  this  position  to  the  present  time. 
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The  congregation  is  in  a  prosperous  condition,  with  a  communicant 
Cfierabership  of  230,  and  a  flourishing  Sunday  School  of  250  scholars. 

IHE   UEFORMEI)  CHCReiiiSS  IN  SKNECA  COUK^rY. 

There  are  now  fourteen  chnrrhes  in  Seneca  county  belonging  to  the 
denomination  known  as  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  United  States, 
descended  from  the  Reformed  Confession  in  Germany  and  Sn-it^erland, 
whose  best  known  representatives  in  the  reformation  age  were  Ulric 
Zwingle,  John  Calvin,  Henry  Bullinger,  Zacharias  Ursinus,  and  Casper 
Olevianus,  The  settlers  in  Seneca  county  who  founded  these  churches 
were  mainly  of  three  kinds:  first,  those  from  Maryland  (mostly  from 
Frederick  and  Washington  counties);  second,  those  from  Pennsylvania 
(Lehifeh,  Berks,  Union,  Northampton  and  other  counties);  third,  those 
from  Germany  and  Switzerland  (mostly  from  the  Palatinate,  or  Rhenish 
Bavaria,  Westphalia,  Nassau,  Hessia,  etc).  The  Aillowrng  table  will 
show  the  location,  founding  and  strength  of  these  churches,  together 
with  ^uch  illustrative  notes  as  it  was  in  my  power  to  gather,  which, 
I  hope,  will  have  a  historical  value: 

TABLE   OF    REFORMED   CHURCHES    IN    SENECA    COUNTV. 
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REMARKS    AND    NOTES. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  a  Reformed  Church  in  each  of  ihe 
fifteen  townships  of  the  county,  with  the  exception,  as  yet,  of  IJberty, 
Reed,  Eden  and  Big  Spring.  The  following  noles  will  rescue  some 
facts  from  oblivion: 

A    special  history  of  this  church  will  be  found  in  another  place. 

The    Thompson    church  was  organized  in    i8jo  by    Rev.    Stanch, 
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Rev.  Marchup, 

fj. 

**      Frederick  Rahauser. 

7- 

"      Frederick  VVahl. 

8. 

**     J.  C.  Klar. 

9- 

*'      David  Keliey. 

the  land  being  donated  by  John  Heeter  It  hasi  had  three  church 
edifices,  on  the  same  ground;  the  first  built  in  1832,  the  second  in  1S43, 
and  the  third,  one  of  the  finest  edifices  in  Seneca  county,  of  brick, 
with  a  tall  steeple,  in  1873,  The  size  is  forty  by  fifty-five  feet.  The 
names  of  the  ministers,  in  succession,  are  as  foJlows: 

Rev.  Eli  Keller, 
"*     Joseph  A-  Keller, 
"      VVra.  H,  Sandel 
»*      Wra,  J,  Peters, 

The  principal  faniilies  at  the  start  were:  John  Royer,  Sr,,  John 
Wollenslagcl,  Adam  Good,  Jacob  Bunn,  Sr,,  John  Biinn,  Jn»  John 
Biinn,  St.,  Isaac  Lewis,  Henry  Bowman,  Rudolph  Bowman,  Henry 
Stetter,  and  Henry  Bunn.  Other  families  since,  represented  by  Isaac 
Royer,  Samuel  Royer,  John  Royer,  Manam  Royer,  Jared  Royer, 
Kmanuel  Good,  George  Good,  Adam  Good,  Jr.,  George  WollenslageU 
Conrad  VVollenslagel,  John  Wollenslagel,  Jr.,  Christian  Wollenslagel, 
Wm,  Good,  Wm.  Bennehoff,  John  Matz.  Meri  .Matz,  Samuel  Maury, 
Gottlieb  Maury,  Malachi  Loeseber,  Fred.  Bowman,  and  Augustus 
Steinmetz.  The  value  of  the  present  church  property  is  about  S6,ooo, 
Salem  Reformed  church  was  first  organised  in  Adams  township 
{a  union  church,  Reformed  and  Lutheran)  by  Rev.  F.  Rahauser,  The 
original  land  in  Adams  township  was  donated  by  John  German,  The 
land  on  which  the  church  now  stands  was  purchased  from  David 
Wyant.  There  have  been  four  church  edifices,  the  first  built  in  1837, 
The  present  neat  brick  church  was  erected  in  1868.  The  following' 
.  have  been  the  ministers: 

1.  Rev.  F.  Rahauser-  5.     Rev,  Eli  Keller. 

2.  "      Fred.  Wahl.  6,       *'      Joseph  A.  Keller. 

3.  **      D.  W,  Keliey.  7,  .     **      W.  B.  Sandel. 

4.  "     J.  C.  Klahr.  8.        *'      W.J.Peters. 

The  original  families  were  represented  by  John  Hensinger,  Andrew 
Mitower,  Eli  Karshner,  Eli  Dought,  Joseph  Kunes,  and  Jacob  Britten; 
to  which  we  may  add  as  later  ones:  George  Schoch,  Ephraim  Close, 
Anthony  Harpster,  Henry  Bacher,  Stephen  Strauss,  Adam  Harkey, 
Monroe  Kistler,  C,  Hensinger.  John  Hensinger,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Close, 
The  church  has  a  parsonage,  and  a  church  property  worth  about  $4,000. 

The  St.  Jacob's  church,  in  .\dams  township,  was  originally  gath- 
ered by  Rev.  Conrad,  and  organized  as  a  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
Church.  It  was  served  for  many  years  by  Rev,  J,  J,  Beilharz.  In  the 
year  185 1,  Rev,  Prof.  J.  H.   Good  laid  the  basis,  and  subseqiienlly  or- 
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gartized  the  Reformed  congregation  of  that  name,  and  has  been  pastor 
until  the  present  time-  The  church  is  built  on  land  donated  by  Jacob 
Gruber-  The  following  are  the  representative  heads  of  the  principal 
families:  Herman  Detterrnan,  Jacob  Gruber,  Joseph  Hilsinger,  Paul 
HobbeSj  George  Detterraan,  Samuel  Detterman,  Henry  Cook,  Daniel 
Reiter,  Daniel  Gruber,  Henry  Detterman,  H.  Brinkman,  F.  Berlekamp, 
R,  Herlekamp,  Thomas  Mohr,  and  others. 

The  original  name  of  the  Bloomville  church  was  Mt.  Pisgah; 
organized  the  25th  of  August,  1S50,  by  Rev,  H.  K,  Baines,  with  George 
Swigart  and  Philip  Heilman  as  elders,  and  Adam  Baker  and  F.  Zim- 
merman as  deacons*  The  church  is  built  on  an  acre  of  land  donated 
by  Simon  Koler.  The  property  is  worth  about  $2,500.  The  ministers 
and  supplies  have  been: 


Rev. 


7- 


D. 


8. 

9- 
10. 

II. 


Rev.  Joseph  A.  Keller. 
**      L.  Grosenbaugh. 
"     J.  A.  Steplar. 
''     J.  D.  Gfihring. 
"      Samuel  Shaw,  since  Aug., 
[1876.. 
Krilleys,  Kolbers,  Bakers, 


H.  K.  Baines. 
J.  C.  Klahr. 
David  Kelley. 
M.  Keiffer,  D. 
J,  H.  Good. 
W,  W.  James. 
The  principal  families  are  the  Heilmans, 
Geigers,  Klahrs,  Samsels,  Frankenfields,  etc. 

The  Bascom  church  was  originally  gathered  by  Rev.  J.  J.  Beil- 
harx,  as  a  Lutheran  and  Reformed  church,  and  a  neat  little  church 
erected  in  the  village  of  Bascom.  On  the  ist  of  January,  1*552,  it  was 
organized  by  Rev.  Prof.  E.  V.  Gerhart  as  a  German  Reformed  church. 
The  first  officers  were,  Benjamin  Fried,  elder,  and  Christian  Deubel, 
deacon.  The  heads  of  the  principal  families  have  been:  Dr.  Henry* 
Wer/»  John  George  Weri>  Michael  Walter,  Michael  Strong,  Jacob 
Schmid*  Nicholas  Dewald,  Peter  Dewald,  Philip  Dewald,  Jacob  KIssa- 
beth,  Philip  Kissabeth,  Jacob  Brendle*  John  Nau,  George  Shattner. 
John  Kinkerter,  Philip  Stucky.  Jacob  Sherer,  Conrad  Bohn,  Jacob 
Heisserman.  The  ministers  have  been: 
^      Rev,  E.  V.  Gerhart.  7. 

»*      M.  Mueller.  8. 

**      H.  J.  Rutenick.  9. 

''     J.  J.  Escher.  10. 

**      J.  Matzinger.  1 1. 

*'      F,  Strassner, 

Salem  church,  in  Seneca  township,  was  organized  by  Rev.  Prof. 
E.  V.  Gerhart,  on  November  nth,  1^53,  The  male  members  present 
at   the    organization  were;    Casper   Bachman,   Isaac    Miller,    Ludwig 


Rev:  Jacob  Kuhn. 

W.  H.  Fenneman, 
**      L.  Richier. 
^*      C.  F.  Krithe. 
"      1.  H,  Good. 
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Emich,  Lambert  Martin,  John  Houck,  Jacob  Schaub,  Andrew  Burg- 
doerffer,  Frederick  Baker  and  William  Rex.*  Most  of  these  had  pre- 
viously belonged  to  a  Lutheran  and  Reformed  congregation,  originally 
organized  by  Rev.  Conrad,  in  the  year  1834.  The  first  church  was 
built  in  1837,  about  one  and  one-half  miles  east  of  the  present  village 
of  New  Riegel,  of  hewn  logs,  fitted  with  split  and  hewn  plank  for  its 
floor  and  seats.  The  building  was  eighteen  by  twenty-two,  and  about 
eleven  feet  high  The  Salem  church,  after  its  organization,  built  a 
neat  and  handsome  frame  church,  still  standing,  -on  land  purchased 
from  Philip  Nibergal.  The  heads  of  the  principal  families,  in  addition 
to  those  previously  named,  have  been,  John  Miller,  J.  J.  Buser,  Jacob 
Shubach,  N.  Feindel,  Wm.  Wenner,  Robert  Burne,  Esq.,  Fred.  Sharnacher, 
X.  Enrich,  W.  Deis,  Silas  Hoffert,  T.  Wagner,  J.  Scherer,  George  Robb, 
John  Rothfuchs,  and  others.     The  successive  ministers  have  been: 

1.  Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart.  5.     Rev.  Jacob  Kuhn 

2.  "     'M.  Mueller.  6.       "      W.  H.  Fenneman. 

3.  "      J.  J.  Kscher.  7.        "      L   Richter. 

4.  "      F.  Strassner.  8.        **      J.  H.  Good. 

The  Berwick  congregation  was  first  gathered,  so  far  as  1  can 
learn,  by  Rev.  Frederick  Wahl.  The  principal  families  were  the 
Schumachers,  Blooms,  Millers,  Longs,  Spraus  and  others  It  has  gen- 
enerally  been  supplied  by  the  same  pastors  as  have  preached  at  Salem, 
which  is  only  two  miles  distant.  For  a  number  of  years  now  services 
have  been  suspended  at  this  place,  the  members  attending  regularly  at 
Salem. 

The  congregation  at  Olive  Chapel,  in  Jackson  township,  was 
organized  by  Rev.  Prof.  R.  (iood,  of  Tiffin.  The  church  was  built  in 
1862,  on  land  donated  by  Jacob  Stahl.  The  successive  ministers  have 
been: 

1.  Rev.  R.  Good. 

2.  "  M.  Mueller. 

3.  **  S.  Shaw. 

4.  ''  H.  Baer. 

5.  ''  T.  F.  Staufer. 

6.  "  (ieorge  Rettig. 

The  original  families  were  those  of  George  and  Jacob  Stahl.  F. 
Febles,  C.  Myers  and  some  others.  The  value  of  the  church  property 
is  about  SijOoo. 

The  Second  Reformed  Church,  of  Tiffin,  grew  from  small  be- 
ginnings, and  was  first  organized  by  Rev.  Frederick  Wahl.  Its  minis- 
ters since  have  been,  Rev.  E.  V.  Gerhart,  Rev.  J.  H.  Good,  and  Rev.  H. 
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Rev.  D.  Kroh. 

8. 

*'     H.  Daniels. 

9. 

"      T.  J.  Baeber. 

10. 

^'     L.   Richter. 

II. 

**     A.  Casselman, 
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organization  Mr.  Rickenbaugh  and  Mr-  Bowser  were  elected  elders, 
and  Mr.  Ritsman  and  Mr.  Sechrist,  deacons. 

In  1S65  the  old  frame  church  was  moved  away,  and  ihe  present  beau- 
tiful, brick  edifice  erected  in  its  place.  Dr.  Crousc  is  now  serving  as 
pastor  of  the  congregation  in  his  fourth  year.  There  are  two  hundred 
memlyrs  enrolled,  and  two  hundred  scholars  in  the  Sunday  school. 

REV.   JOSHUA   CROUSE,   D.    D 

There  are  self-made  men  in  the  pulpit,  as  well  as  in  other  walks  of 
life,  arrd  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  these.  This  sketch  is  in 
its  proper  place  here,  because  Dr.  Grouse  dedicated  the  first  English 
Lutheran  church  here  {the  frame  building,)  afterwards  the  present 
brick  edifice,  and  is  now  serving  the  congregation  in  the  fourth  year  of 
his  pastorate. 

He  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza  Grouse,  (the  maiden  name  of  the 
latter  being  Wildisin,)  and  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  29th  day  of  August,  1812.  His  parents  came  to  Columbiana  county 
in  1805,  from  Emmittsburg,  Maryland.  Young  Grouse's  education  was 
the  best  the  common  schools  in  that  country  afforded  at  that  time  , 
He  married  when  only  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  taught  school 
scv^eral  terms  for  a  livelihood,  both  English  and  German  at  the  same 
lime- 
When  he  arrived  at  man's  estate,  and  during  the  time  and  after  he 
taught  school,  he  felt  very  keenly  the  want  of  a  thorough  education, 
and  applied  himself  to  books  with  the  iron  will  and  persevering  indus- 
try ihftt  always  lead  to  success,  in  every  walk  of  life. 

From  his  boyhood  up,  he  cherished  a  desire  to  become  a  preacher 
of  the  gospel,  and  when  the  time  arrived  for  the  choice  of  a  life-work, 
no  one  employment  suited  his  nature  so  well  as  that  of  the  ministry  of 
the  gospel  Many  circumstances  combined  to  prevent  his  engagement 
in  the  work,  among  which  was  his  dithdcnce  and  fear  of  personal  unfit- 
ness for  the  calling 

After  he  had  passed  his  thirtieth  year,  a  providential  way  seemed  to 
open  to  him  for  the  work.  He  still  had  his  troubles,  and  doubts  of 
being  able  to  enter  upon  it;  and  there  was  a  struggle  between  a  keen 
iense  of  duty  to  preach  and  want  of  confidence  in  himself  to  meet  tbc 
duty,  which  made  him  mentally  wretched  for  some  time.  After  passing 
months  in  this  unhappy  state  of  mind,  he  finally  threw  himself  into  the  , 
hands  of  (iod,  leaving  results  to  Him, 

With  that  confiding  trust,  he  preached  about  two  years,  by  the  com- 
mon consent  of  the  neighboring  ministers,  delivering  his  first  sermon  in 
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February,  1842*  In  September,  1844,  he  was  examined  by  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Evangelical  I^utheran  Synod  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  states,  and 
wa^  licensed  at  the  same  time.  IVeacbing  about  three  years  longer. 
he  was  ordained  in  1847.  He  has  been  in  the  service  now  a  little  over 
thirty-eight  years:  seven  years  of  this  time  he  was  the  financial  secre- 
tary of  Wittenberg  College,  at  Springfield,  OhiOt 

Dr.  Crouse  is  a  fine  specimen  of  a  christian  teacher ;  mild  and 
friendly  in  his  intercourse  with  others^  broad  and  liberal  in  his  views,  a 
thorough  theologian,  a  fprcjbie  and  eloquent  pulpit  oraton  His  labors 
in  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord  during  so  many  years  have  given  ample 
pronf  that  his  conception  of  the  mission  of  his  life  was  well  grounded, 

METHODIST  niOTESTANT  CHUHcli. 

Soon  after  the  secession  in  the  old  M,  E.  Church,  a  society  of  sixteen 
members  was  organized  in  March,  1829,  under  the  conventional  articles, 
by  Rev.  James  Montgomery,  at  Fort  Seneca*  Mr.  Montgomery  was 
entirely  alone  a^  a  reformer,  there  being  no  society  nearer  than  one 
hundred  miles:  but  he  was  '■  all  in  alP'  10  his  little  flock  up  to  his  death. 
The  little  society  was  then  left  without  a  shepherd,  but  they  resolved  to 
stand  fast,  John  Souder,  then  a  layman,  was  elected  class-leader. 
They  kept  up  their  meetings,  and  in  1832  Adget  McGuire  made  them  a 
missionary  visit  of  four  or  five  Sabbaths,  during  which  he  organized  two 
other  small  classes.  Daniel  Gibbons,  a  young  man,  was  then  sent  to 
them,  who,  in  the  next  conference,  reported  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
members.  After  him,  David  Huwell  was  appointed,  who  also  made 
progress.  Brother  Souder,  the  veteran  pioneer,  long  since  known  as  a 
local  minister,  has  lived  to  see  the  little  Rock  grow  into  large  pro 
portions. 

The  congregation  that  was  organized  in  Tiffin  put  up  a  brick  church 
on  Monroe  street,  which  was  dedicated  on  the  Sth  and  9th  days  of 
July,  1837. 

John  Souder,  WiDiam  Campbell,  Joseph  Walker  and  Daniel  H. 
Phillips  were  the  building  committee.  Here  the  congregation  attended 
worship  until  their  present  large  and  beautiful  church,  on  Market  street, 
was  built  in  1872.     Rev.  Chandler  is  the  minister. 

ST.  Mary's  rATHOut;  tnrRcii. 

The  little  brick  chapel,  near  East   Madison  street,  has  already  been 

described.     It   was  not  dedicated  until  the   7th  day  of  January,  1837. 

Services  were  held  in  it,  however,  from  the  time  it  was  finished.     The 

bishops  have  made  it  a  rule  not  to  dedicate  a  church  while  it  is  in  debt; 

a  \^ery  good  rule.     It  makes  delinquent  subscribers  pay  up, 
19 
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The  organuation  of  the  cnngregaiion  dates  back  lo  ScpieiuoerT  I'S^^* 
when  Bishop  Fenwick,  of  Cincinnati;  bought  of  Josiah  Hedges  the  site. 
The  building  was  postponed  for  want  of  means,  and  until  Mr.  Kinney  ' 
and  others  contracted  for  the  brick  as  before  stated.  Father  Edmund 
Quinn  took  charge  of  the  congregation  in  1S33.  He  was  a  venerable 
and  noble  looking  priest,  highly  esteemed  by  all  our  citizens.  He  had 
his  mother  here  with  him.  This  brick  church  was  l^nished  in  the  spring 
of  1833,  Father  Quinn  remained  in  charge  of  it  until  his  death  here, 
in  the  fall  of  iS^$.  Thereupon  Bishop  Purcell  appointed  the  Rev. 
Father  Schoenhenz,  who  continued  to  officiate  until  the  fall  of  1839, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Father  McNamee  and  the  Rev,  J,  P.  Machebeouf, 
at  present  bishop  of  Colorado  and  New  Mexico.  Father  Machebeout» 
in  1842,  went  to  Sandusky  City,  and  Father  McNamee  remained  until 
1847,  late  in  the  fall,  when  Bishop  Rappe  appointed  the  Rev.  Father 
M.  Howard,  who  remained  until  April,  1S50,  in  ^September,  when  the 
Rev.  M.  Molon  succeeded  him,  and  remained  until  1852.  He  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  M.  O'Sullivan,  who,  in  the  summer  of  1856,  built 
the  present  St.  Mary's  church,  and  remained  in  charge  until  February, 
1859,  when  its  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  Father  M.  Healy,  took  charge 
of  the  church,  and  who  has  officiated  now  twenty-one  years.  There  ar^ 
050  members  belonging  to  this  church.  Father  Healy  organized  three 
schools,  in  1864,  numbering  now  160  scholars,  and  in  1870  built  the 
present  parsonage.  Their  present  cemetery  was  purchased  in  1878, 
containing  five  acres,  east  of  the  city,  on  the  North  Greenfield  road, 
and  was  blessed  by  Father  Healy,  assisted  by  Fathers  Kvrard  and 
Ahern,  October  13,  1878- 

SALKM  CUrRCH.     KVJiXOKLR  AL  ASSfH  lATlUN. 

About  the  year  1848,  Jacob  Snyder  came  to  Tiffin  with  his  family, 
and  in  the  years  1854-55  the  families  of  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Zinser,  Ludwig 
Schubert,  William  C.  Negile  and  M.  Huber  settled  in  the  city;  these 
organized  a  class  and  were  served  by  the  regular  circuit  preachers,  in 
the  following  order,  viz:  Revs.  F.  Freeh,  John  Erb,  R.  J.  J,  Kanaga  and 
J,  G.  Theurer.  Their  services,  both  preaching  and  prayer  meetings. 
were  held  in  the  houses  of  these  families. 

At  the  annual  conference  of  1856  this  society  was  constituted  a  mis- 
sion station,  with  fifty  members,  The  Rev.  L,^F.  Sheurerman  became 
its  first  missionary,  in  1857,  and  served  until  the  spring  of  1859,  and 
since  that  lime  the  church  has  been  served  by  the  following  pastors^ 
vir: — ^J,  G.  Theurer,  up  to  i860;  J.  G,  Zinser,  to  1861;  C.  Gramer,  to 
1863;  G.  Harcnpflug,  to  1865;  J.  Frankhauser,  to  1867;  E.  B.  CrousCt 
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iS68;  R  Freeh,  to  1869;  J    (i   Theiirer,  to  1871  Megile,  ao 

1874;  E.  B.  Crouse,  to  1876;  C.  G,  Koch,  to  1879.  and  N,  Schupp 
since  spring,  1879. 

In  1858  the  church  and  parsonage  were  erected,  at  a  cost  of  52,500 
under  the  pastorate  of  L.  F,  Scheurerman  and  J.  G.  Zinser,  John  Loos 
and  Jacob  Snyder  serving  as  trustees  and  building  committee.  Both 
church  and  parsonage  have  undergone  repairs,  at  an  expense  of  about 
?  1,000.  On  the  2 1  St  day  of  April,  185S,  the  first  Sunday  school  was 
organized,  with  thirty  scholars,  and  has  increased  to  eighty  scJ^lars,  the 
present  number.  William  C.  Negile  has  been  the  superintendent  from 
rhe  organization  to  the  present  time^ — twenty-two  years. 

The  Ohio  annual  conference  held  two  of  its  sessions  in  this  church, 
in  1865  and  1875.  In  1871  the  society  became  self  supporting,  and 
was  changed  from  a  mission  to  a  station.  In  1873,  by  an  act  of  rhe 
society  the  Sunday  evening  preaching  services  were  held  in  the  English 
language,  and  shortly  after  an  English  class  was  formed,  which  was  the 
origin  of  the  Kbenezer  church,  now  worshipping  in  their  new  edifice 
on  North  Washington  street.  However,  the  German  and  English 
classes  worshipped  together  until  1876,  when  they  became  two  separate 
organizations  by  common  consent  Rev,  J.  Lerch  served  the  English 
congregation,  and  C.  H.  Koch  the  German.  This  society  enjoyed  a 
special  revival  under  the  present  pastorate^  with  a  net  increase,  and  it 
now  numbers  one  hundred  and  twentv-five  members. 


EHEN  EZEIJ  Oil  r  liCIi . 


In  the  spring  of  1876,  the  Ohio  conference  of  the  Evangelical 
Association  established  an  English  mission  in  Tiftin^  called  *'Tiffin 
Washington  street  mission."  The  steps  that  led  to  this  result  were  the 
following:  An  English  class  was  formed  in  the  German  (Salem)  church 
in  1S73,  for  the  benefit  of  the  English  speaking  people.  The  pastor^ 
the  Rev.  C.  F,  Ingle,  of  the  Salem  church,  began  English  preaching 
service  on  Sabbath  evenings. 

Rev.  Jesse  Lerch  was  appointed  the  first  missionary,  the  mission 
then  numbering  forty  members.  During  the  first  year  the  church  on 
North  Washington  street  was  built,  at  an  expense,  including  the  lot,  of 
^7,100.  Mr,  Lerch  served  for  three  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879 
he  was  supported  by  the  Rev.  J,  A.  HenseL 

The  mission  at  present  numbers  eighty-five  members,  and  is  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  both  financially  and  spiritually.  Its  Sunday 
school  numbers  eighty  scholars:  Mr,  E.  Nicolai  is  the  superintendent 
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In  1845  the  Uerman  Catholics  of  Tifiiiii  who  for  a  number  of  years 
had  been  mt-mbers  of  St.  Mary's  English  church,  solicited  and  obtained 
from  the  Right  Rt\\  J.  B»  Pnrcell,  Bishop  of  Cincinnati,  the  permission 
to  organise  a  separate  congregation.  They  numbered  at  that  time 
from  thirty  to  forty  families.  They  went  to  work  with  energy  and  lib- 
erality, and  selecteci  near  the  city  a  beautiful  site  of  two  acres. 

From  1K45  until  January,  1852,  the  new  Cterman  organization  was 
attended A)y  priests  of  the  SangUTnnist  congregation,  who  came  from 
Thompson  or  New  Riegel  (then  called  Wolf  Creek),  the  Revs.  F.  Sale* 
^ius  Brunner,  John  VVittmer,  J,  B,  Jaconiet,  Yacob  Ringeli.  M.  Anion 
Meyer*  i\  Anton  Capeder,  F.  X  Obermillcr,  Maximillian  Hamburger. 
John  Von  den  Broeck  and  Mathias  Kreusch,  The  last  named  resided 
for  a  few  months  in  the  city,  with  a  catholic  family.  In  January,  1.S52. 
Rev  L,  Molon^  pastor  of  St>  Mary's  church*  was  also  appointed  pastor 
of  the  German  congregation,  and  had  a  separate  service  in  each  church 
every  Sunday  until  September  of  the  same  year,  when  Rev,  J.  h.  Vh]* 
mann  arrived  from  Germany  and  wa*s  appointed  pastor  of  the  young 
and  flourishing  congregation.  The  present  parsonage  was  then  built 
Rev.  rhimann  remained  in  Tiffin  until  May.  1S56,  when  he  was  sent  to 
Canton,  Stark  county,  Ohio. 

His  successor  was  the  Rev.  Joseph  L,  Bihn,  who  was  removed  in 
.September,  1^73,  at  his  ow*n  request,  after  a  pastoral  ministration  of 
more  than  seventeen  years.  In  August.  1870,  Rev,  N.  Schnitz  became 
hi:i  assistant,  and  remained  uniii  August,  1872.  In  September,  1872, 
Rev.  A,  M.  Meile  was  appointed  assistant,  and  remained  until  July, 
1873.  Another  assistant.  Rev.  J.  A.  Michenfelder,  was  appointed;  bui 
remained  only  eighteen  days  and  was  removed  after  the  resignation  of 
the  pastor. 

In  punishiTieni  of  the  disorders  which  had  compelled  Rev.  J.  F.,  Bihi 
to  give  up  his  charge,  the  congregation  was  left  without  a  pastor  anrl 
the  thurch  closed  for  more  than  two  months,  after  which  time  the 
Right  Kev.  Bishop,  moved  by  the  repeated  petitions  of  the  people. 
appointed  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  Charles  Evrard,  under  whose 
administration  peace  was  at  once  restored  and  has  since  remained 
undisturbed.  In  August,  1877,  the  Rev,  J.  B,  Heiland  became  his 
ifesistant,  but  was  compelled  by  his  failing  health  to  leave  Tiffin,  in 
March,  187H, 

At  the  time  of  the  organixalion  of  the  new  congregation  the  leading 
men  were  Joseph  Kuebler.  Dr.  Joseph  Bochler,  Michael  Kirchncr,  Frank 
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Clreulich,  Joseph  Vollmer,  Michael  Theissen,  John   Hoiick  and  John 
Bormuth. 

The  present  church  building  was  commepced  in  i860,  and  consecra- 
ted September  14,  1862,  by  the  Right  Rev.  J.  M.  Young,  Bishop  of 
Erie,  in  the  presence  and  with  the  assistance  of  Right  Rev.  A.  Rappe, 
Bishop  q(  the  diocese.  The  beautiful  gothic  edifice,  under  the  able 
management  of  Rev.  J.  L.  Bihn,  did  not  cost  more  than  S25.000,  and 
is  a  standing  monument  of  the  zeal  of  the  pastor  and  the  liberality  of 
the  people. 

When  the  congregation  was  organized,  in  1845,  ^  plain,  brick  church, 
40x90  feet,  was  at  once  built  for  their  use,  on  the  lot  where  the  present 
church  now  stands;  but  the  continual  increase  of  families,  from  forty 
to  nearly  three  hundred,  made  the  building  of  a  new  and  larger  church 
absolutely  necessary.  The  old  church  was  torn  down  in  1S61,  and  the 
new  one  built  on  the  same  spot.  A  temi)orary  building  was  erected  to 
be  used  for  divine  service  until  the  completion  of  the  new  church. 

The  records  do  not  mention  the  existence  of  any  parochial  school 
before  the  appointment  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Uhlmann,  m  1852.  A  school 
was  established  by  him  in  the  spring  of  1853,  and  was  maintained  and 
enlarged  by  his  successor.  A  new  school  house  was  built  by  Rev.  J.  L. 
Bihn  in  185S,  which  contained  two  large  rooms.  In  1862,  after  the 
completion  of  the  new  church,  the  temporary  building  used  for  divine 
service  was  divided  for  school  purposes:  it  received  a  second  story,  and 
tour  large  rooms  were  again  furnished  for  the  increasing  youth  of  the 
congregation.  In  1875  another  room  became  necessary,  and  a  build- 
ing was  erected  in  the  rear  of  the  old  school  house.  The  conp-egation 
has  now  seven  classses  of  children,  taught  by  one  male  teac  her  and  six 
■  I'rsaline  sisters. 

In  connection  with  the  history  of  St.  Joseph's  congregation  must  be 
mentioned  the  establishhment  of  two  religious  communities  in   Tiftin. 

In  1865  the  I'rsaline  sisters  came  from  Cleveland  to  Tithn.  They 
formed  a  new  convent,  established  an  academy  for  young  ladies,  and 
took  charge  of  the  parochial  schools  of  both  congregations  in  the  city. 
In  order  to  secure  their  services,  St.  Mary's  congregation  paid  Si. 000, 
and  St.  Joseph's  ])aid  $2,000,  for  the  purchase  of  the  lots  upon  which 
the  Ursaline  convent  and  the  academy  were  afterwards  built. 

In  1868,  Rev.  J.  L.  Bihn  established  another  community  near  the 
limits  of  the  city,  under  the  name  of  **C-itizens*  Hospital  and  Orphan 
Asylum."  It  is  under  the  care  of  the  Franciscan  Sisters  of  the  Third 
Order,  and  has  increased  admirably  since  its  creation.  A  new  and 
large  chapel  was  erected  in  1878.     The  institution  contains  at  present 
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thirty-four  sisters  and  novices,  eighteen  aged  persons,  and  seventy-five 
orphans.  Rev.  J.  L.  Bihn,  founder  and  superior  of.  this  community, 
resides  there,  and  manages  all  the  affairs  of  the  Home  with  prudence 
and  success. 

CUUIU'H   DIKhX'TORV  OF  TIFFIN   FOR  1880. 

Mktiiodist  ErirscoPAL.— Madison  street,  west  of  Washington.  Services 
moniing  and  evening.    Rev.  J.  AV.  Mendenhall,  minister. 

First  Methodist.— Market  street,  east  of  Washington  street.  Services 
morning  and  evenii^.    "Rev.  Chandler,  minister.  ' 

Presbytkrian.— Comer  of  Market  and  Monroe  sti-eets.  Services  morning 
and  evening.    1).  D.  Bigger,  pastor. 

Bapfist.— Perr>'  street,  east  of  Washington.  Services  morning  and  even- 
ing.   Rev.  Rupe,  minister. 

Catholic  (German  i— Head  of  Washington  street.  Mass  at  8  and  10  A.  M. 
Vesi)ers,  :{  P.  M.  Rev.  Father  Evrard,  pastor;  Rev.  Father  Ileiland, 
assistant. 

Catholic  I  English  ^—Corner  of  Miami  and  FranWin  streets.  Mass  at  8  and 
10  A.  M.    Vespers,  8  P.  M.    Rev.  Father  Ilealey,  pastor. 

LVTHERAN  I  English)— Corner  of  Jefferson  and  Madison  streets.  Ser\i<res 
morning  and  evening.    Rev.  Crouse,  minister. 

LiTHERAN  (Gennan).- Jefferson  street,  opposite  Main.  SeiTiees  morning 
aiHl  evening.    Rev,  Zimmerman,  minister. 

Reformed  iGei man).— Jefferson  street,  ^outh  of  Madison.  Services  morn- 
ing and  evening.     Rev.  Rust,  minister. 

First  Reformed.— Corner  Monroe  and  Madison  streets.  Services  morning 
and  evening.    Rev.  Kefauver,  minister. 

EvAN'OELicAL  i  English j.-Nortli  Washington  street.  Services  morning  an<l 
evening.    Rev.  J.  A.  Ilensel,  minister. 

EvAN<iELi(AL  iGerinnm.  -  SaiHlu^ky  street,  north  of  Perry  street.  S<*n'ices 
morning  and  evening.     Rev.  Schupp,  minister. 

Ki»is<'()PAL.--C<»rncr  Market  and  Jefferson  streets.    Services  morning  and 
evening.    Rev.  Williams,  minister. 
In  the  above  the  services  are  all  underst<MMl  for  Sunday. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


JOHN  GOODIN-MRS.  ANN  S^NEY-REZIN  W.  SHAWHAN-CHRISTOPHER 
SNYDER-GEORGE  RUMMELL  -DAVID  E.  OWEN-WYANDOT  CHIEFS  AND 
FAMILIES-MARK,  CHAPTER  VI..  II  VERSE  IN  MOHAWK-ANDREW  LUGBN- 
BEEL-IUDGEPITTENGER-JOHN  AND  LOUISE  FIEGE-CHRISTIAN  MUEL- 
LER-THE  GREAT  FIRE  OF  APRIL,  1872. 


JOHN    (;OODIN. 

AMONG  the  many  distinguished  pioneers  of  Seneca  county  was 
John  (loodin,  beloved  and  esteemed  alike  for  his  honorable 
course  in  life,  and  for  his  intelligence  and  friendly  nature.  He  was 
born  in  November,  1800,  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  when 
about  six  years  old  moved  with  his  father  and  the  family  to  Perry 
county,  Ohio,  near  Somerset,  where  he  was  raised  to  manhood.  When 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age  he  married  Klizabeth  Kishler,  and  six 
vcars  thereafter,  in  1828,  they  moved  to  Tiftin.  There  were  six  children 
]K)rn  to  them,  four  daughters  and  two  sons,  who  are  all  married  and 
living  in  the  western  country.  Joel  K.  Goodin  is  the  oldest  son,  and  a 
lawyer  of  eminence  in  Kansas,  and  John  R.  Goodin  was  judge  of  the 
court  in  Kansas,  a  member  of  the  legislature  in  Kansas,  and  a  member 
of  congress  from  that  state,  and  lately  also  the  Democratic  candidate 
for  governor.     Joel  was  also  a  member  of  the   legislature  of   Kansas. 

In  Tiffin  John  (ioodin  took  a  very  active  part  in  the  development  of 
the  town  and  county.  He  built  the  brick  hotel  on  Washington  street, 
already  mentioned,  and  kept  it  for  awhile,  when  he  rented  it  to  T.  J. 
McGleary,  and  moved  to  the  lot  now  covered  by  the  Rust  block. 
There  he  lived  until  he  sold  the  lot,  with  the  frame  house  thereon,  to 
the  Seewalds,  shortly  before  he  moved  to  Kenton. 

In  1840  he  was  elected  to  the  senate  of  Ohio  from  the  district  coni- 
j)osed  of  the  counties  of  Seneca,  Wood,  Ottawa,  Sandusky  and  Hancock, 
for  two  years.  He  was  treasurer  of  Seneca  county  from  1835  ^^  '^39 
inclusive.  In  1843  he  moved  to  Kenton,  Hardin  county,  Ohio,  where 
he  entered  into  the  mercantile  business  with  his  brother,  and  engaged 
extensively   in   buying  and  selling  real  estate.     His  wife  died  in  1857. 
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On  the  ijth  of  January,  1859,  he  married  again.  By  this  union  he  had 
three  children.  In  1850,  and  shortly  before  the  adoption  of  the  new 
constitution  of  Ohio,  he  was  ajipointed  one  of  the  associate  judges  of 
the  county  of  Har<lin.  He  then  retired  from  public  life  and  Jived 
kjuietly  and  happily  on  his  farm*  close  by  Kenton.  Three  year^^fore 
his  death  he  had  an  attack  of  paralysis.  He  died  on  the  20th  of 
February,  1876^  seventy-five  years  of  age,  Mr  (Joodin  was  a  tall, 
slender  man,  of  a  svM  proportioned  physique;  very  active  and^sociable. 
He  had  a  kind  word  (or  every  one,  and  was  personally  very  popular. 
He  was  a  very  active  and  shrewd  politician;  a  man  of  strict  morality 
and  honesty,  faithful  to  his  word  and  duty.  He  was  highly  esteemed 
wherever  he  was  known. 

MRS*    ANN    SENEY, 

VV^illiam  Wood  came  from  Holland  to  Philadelphia  with  a  stock  of 
goods,  and  took  into  his  employ  a  young  man  from  Maryland,  by  the 
name  of  George  Eben»  who  some  time  after  married  Mr,  Wood's 
daughter.  The  young  people  moved  to  Uniontown,  Pennsylvania, 
where  Mr.  Ebert  became  a  prominent  citizen  and  was  greatly  respected. 
He  was  there  engaged  in  mercantile  life  for  forty  years.  They  had  a 
numerous  family,  and  their  youngest  daughter,  Ann.  was  a  beautiful 
girit  and  received  a  very  liberal  education  ai  the  Rrownsv  iile  female 
seminary. 

Albert  (iaiiatin,  the  illustrious  secretary  ofthe  treasury  uf  the  L  niied 
Stales,  under  JelTerson,  and  some  other  distinguished  gentlemen  from 
Washington,  paid  a  visit  to  Unionlown,  Mr,  Joshua  Sency  was  then 
the  private  secretary  to  Mr.  CJallatio.  Tlie  people  o{  Uniontown  pre- 
pared and  had  a  very  brilliant  ball  in  honor  of  their  distinguished 
guests.  At  this  ball  Mr.  Seney  and  Miss  Rbert  met  for  the  first  time. 
This  short  acquaintance  ripened  into  a  love  affair  between  these  young 
people*  which  culminated  in  their  marriage.  They  lived  in  L'nioniown 
ten  years  after  that  lime,  and  then  moved  to  Tiffin,  in  company  with 
Judge  Ebert,  in  the  summer  of  1831.  They  had  three  children  when 
they  came  to  Tiffin,  and  there  were  five  more  born  to  them  here,  m.ik 
ing  eight  in  all,  five  daughters  and  three  sons,  who  are  all  Aiill  living, 
but  two. 

Mrs*  Scney  became  a  member  of  the  M*  E.  Church  when  eighteeu 
years  of  age,  and  up  to  her  death  continued  to  be  a  faithful,  devoted 
and  highly  esteemed  member  thereof.  She  was  one  of  the  mothers  in 
Israel,  and  will  be  remembered  for  her  christian  virtues  and  her  gentle 
nature  as  long  as  one  person  may  live  that  ever  knew  her. 
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During  the  sickly  seasons,  and  wl)enever  Mrs.  Seney  could  leave  her 
own  family,  she  would  go  from  house  to  house  among  the  sick,  assist  in 
caring  for  them,  fetch  them  some  palatable  nourishment,  cheer  up  the 
distressed  with  her  always  pleasant   smile  and  christian  consolation. 

She  -fas  born  on  the  13th  of  September,  1803,  and  died  on  the  5th  of 
May,  1879.  She  was  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  The  entire  com- 
munity mourned  her  loss  wlfen  she  died. 

MERCANTILE    l.IKK. 

Among  the  many  thousands  of  men  who  engage  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits there  is  but  a  very  small  per  cent,  that  make  a  success  of  it.  The 
vast  majority  of  them  die  poor.  According  to  the  commercial  reports 
for  many  years,  only  about  five  per  cent,  have  made  money  and  become 
rich,  and  of  this  small  number  those  that  are  still  in  business,  an^l  are 
considered  rich,  take  their  chances  in  the  ups  and  downs  of  life.  There 
is  a  certain  fascination  in  mercantile  life  that  induces  men  to  invest 
their  all,  and  young  men  without  means  are  anxious  to  be<-oine  clerks 
in- stores,  where  they  often  remain,  working  for  their  employers  until 
they  grow  gray  with  age. 

The  substantial  mechanics  and,  above  all,  the  farmers  are  far  more 
happy.  Of  all  human  pursuits  there  is  no  situation  in  life  so  well  cal- 
culated to  fill  the  measure  of  our  joy  and  contentment  as  that  of  a 
farmer.  The  American  farmer  out  of  debt  occupies  the  toj)  round  in 
the  ladder  of  human  hap])iness.  Those  farmers  who.  l)y  long,  hard 
work  and  economy,  accumulated  a  little  fortune,  then  sold  out,  took 
the  money  and  put  it  into  a  store,  made  clerks  of  their  son^.  who  ought 
to  have  been  left  on  the  farms,  and  after  trying  the  exi)eriment  for  a 
year  or  two,  failed,  are  generally  the  most  pitiable  subjects  in  the  < om- 
mercial  world.     These  will  apj)reciate  what  has  been  said  above. 

RKZIN    W.    SHAWHAN. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  Frederic  k  Shawhan,  a 
native  of  Kent  county,  Maryland,  but  ha<l  settled  in  Virginia  alter  the 
revolutionary  war,  in  which  he  was  an  active  participant,  having  en- 
listed when  but  seventeen  years  of  age.  He  served  under  (ienerals 
Wayne,  Green,  Lafayette  and  Washington.  He  was  at  the  capture  of 
Stoney  Point  by  Wayne,  at  the  battle  of  Monmouth,  at  the  crossing  of 
the  Delaware,  and  at  the  subsequent  capture  of  the  Hessians,  at  Trenton. 
In  181 2  he  moved  to  Ohio,  and  first  located  in  Fairfield  county.  In 
1820  he  removed  to  Wayne  county,  and  afterwards  settled  in  Seneca 
county,  and  died  near  Tiffin,  .\ugust  26,  1840,  in  the  eightieth  year  of 
his  age. 
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Rezin  VV.  was  born  October  n/th,  iSii,  in  Btikei^  tounty»  Virginia. 
He  worked  on  a  farni  r/nlil  he  was  about  fifteen  yean>  old,  His  chances 
for  education  were  very  llmiied,  comjirising  only  a  common  dislffct 
school  education  of  eight  months.  In  the  year  1826,  he  entered  the 
store  ot  William  McComb,  in  Wousteri  *)hiQ,  as  clerk*  When  eighteen 
years  of  age  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Zopher  T.  Moore, 
with  whom  he  remained  about  three  years.  *  In  1833  he  visited  Seneca 
county,  where  hh  father  had  settled,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year 
accompanied  his  employer,  Mr,  Moore,  to  New  York,  where  Mr.  Shaw- 
han  purchased  a  stock  of  goods,  getting  credit  on  Mr.  Moore's  recom- 
mendation. With  this  stock  he  opened  a  store  in  Tiffin,  which  wa^ 
then  a  very  new  town,  with  a  population  of  about  five  hundred.  His 
capital,  to  begin  with,  was  small,  but  in  spite  of  his  limited  school 
privileges,  it  seemed  he  had  a  wonderful  facility  in  working  addition 
and  multiplication,  which,  together  with  his  industry,  close  application 
to  business,  his  unflinching  fidelity  to  every  promise,  his  sagacity, 
frugality  and  good  management,  tended  to  make  his  business  increase 
very  rapidly,  and  in  the  race  for  success  he  distanced  every  rival.  He 
continued  in  the  mercantile  business  for  eighteen  years,  buying  and 
selling  goods,  grain  and  provisions  of  all  kinds.  Up  to  1840  the  only 
way  to  obtain  goods  or  ship  produce  was  by  wagon  to  and  from  San- 
dusky City.  In  1840,  Tiffin  became  the  terminus  of  the  Mad  River 
and  Lake  Erie  railroad,  and  so  remained  for  several  years.  This  Im* 
proved  trade  in   riffin  very  much. 

in  1H51,  feeling  the  need  of  relaxation,  he  closed  up  his  business  in 
Tiffin  and  transferred  the  stock  to  a  branch  house  he  had  at  Carey,  He 
devoted  the  three  years  then  next  following  to  the  study  of  geography, 
history  and  the  natural  sciences.  His  love  fur  books  soon  procured 
for  him  an  excellent  library^  and  he  pursued  his  stiidies  with  the  same 
zeal,- close  application  and  perseverance  that  characieriiied  him  as  a 
merchant.  He  now  atlded  the  benefit  of  travel  to  his  scientific  attain- 
ments. He  visited  the  western  states,  where  he  purchased  large  tracts 
of  land.  In  December,  in  company  with  his  wife,  he  visited  Cuba» 
where  he  passed  the  winter  following,  returning  by  way  of  New  Orleans^ 
In  r^5X  he  attended  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  in  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
and  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  where  he  purchased  some  thirty  thousand 
acres.  In  the  same  year,  in  company  with  A.  G.  Sneath,  he  started  a 
bank  in  Tiffin,  which,  after  the  war,  was  merged  into  the  National  Ex- 
change Bank  of  Tiffin,  and  in  which  he  has  ever  since  been  a  large 
stockholder.  In  i866  he  built  the  Empire  block  in  Tiffin,  and,  in 
company  with    others,  was  again  largely  engaged    in    the  mercantile 
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business.  In  1871  Mr.  Shawhan  took  a  trip  to  London,  and  passed 
two  months  in  England.  He  is  still  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  health  and 
manages  his  immense  estate  with  the  same  tact  and  attention  as  in 
times  of  yore  he  controlled  a  small  stock  of  goods  on  Market  street. 

In  1839,  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^y  °^  April,  he  was  married  to  Elvira  'Fuller,  of 
Washington,  Ohio,  who  is  also  stfll  living.*  Mr.  Shawhan  still  enjoys 
excellent  health,  and,  were  it  not  for  his  white  hair  and  beard,  would 
promise  fair  to  outlive  many  a  young  man  not  half  his  age.  While  the 
great  number  of  buildings  Mr.  Shawhan  has  erected  in  Tiffin  have 
undoubtedly  added  largely  to  his  wealth,  they  have  also,  at  the  same 
time,  added  greatly  to  the  wealth  and  improvement  of  the  city  and 
t  ounty,  and  with  his  various  other  operations  in  this  county,  for  nearly 
fifty  years,  he  has  in  a  large  measure  contributed  to  the  development  of 
the  resources  of  the  county.  Of  the  fourteen  children  which  his  father 
had,  he  and  his  brother  Josiah,  at  Gary,  and  Mrs.  Anderson,  at  Fostoria, 
are  the  only  survivors. 

CHRISTOPHER    SNYDER. 

A  duty  I  owe  to  the  memory  of  a  dear  old  friend  prom[)ts  the  writer 
to  record  a  short  personal  sketch  of  one  of  I'iffin's  early  merchants, 
whose  name,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  was  associated  with  mer- 
cantile life  in  Tiffin,  and  whose  "  (lerman  store  "  was  a  regular  bee-hive 
of  a  place. 

Christopher  Snyder  was  born  in  the  city  of  ICppingen,  (irand  Duchy 
of  Haden,  (rcrmany,  March  22d,  1810.  He  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoe- 
maker in  his  native  town  when  a  boy,  and  in  the  spring  of  1832,  he, 
together  with  his  brother  John,  several  years  his  senior,  left  their  home 
for  the  United  States.  They  came  directly  to  Tiffin,  with  the  family  of 
Andrew  Albright,  already  mentioned,  when  Christopher  soon  found 
employment  in  the  family  of  Henry  Cronise,  whose  hospitality  ^nd 
kindness  to  strangers  were  equal  to  the  popularity  of  his  name. 

Richard  Sneath  kept  the  principal  hotel  in  Tiffin,  being  located  op- 
posite the  court  house,  on.  Washington  street.  Here  Snyder  found 
employment  as  clerk  and  steward^  and  soon  had  charge  of  the  whole 
establishment.  Mr.  Sneath  was  an  enterprising  man,  and  in  1835  ^^ 
built  a  store  (one  story  frame,  immediately  south  of  Cronise's)  with  a 
little  porch  in  front,  painted  green.  Mr.  Sneath  bought  a  very  good 
stock  of  goods,  and  a  short  time  after  he  had  opened  up  he  took  Mr. 
Snyder  as   a  partner.     This  was  in   1836.     All  the  capital  the  young 

«Hinco  the  foregoing  was  written,  Mm.  Shawhan  and  Josluh  Shawhan  have  both  died ; 
ttie  former  on  the  20th  of  May,  18H0,  and  Josiah  at  Upper  ferandusky  the  day  following. 
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Gertnatihadwas  his  honesty  and  his  business  qualifications.  The  Oer* 
man  ^tore  soon  became  popular  under  the  management  of  Chnsiopher, 
who  soon  made  honls  of  friends  by  his  straightforward,  honest  dealing, 
and  his  polished,  polite  behavior  towards  everybody.  Meantime,  Mr. 
George  Rummell  (hereafter  mentioned)  married  Jane,  the  beautiful 
daughter  of  Mr,  Sneath,  and  soon  after  Mr.  Sneath  sold  his  interest  in 
the  store  to  this  new  sonindaWp  and  to  his  old  clerk,  Christopher.  The 
new  firm  started  April  rst,  1837,  and  conducted  the  busineiss  at  the 
same  placct  under  the  name  of  the  **  German  store,'*  for  seventeen 
years,  when,  on  account  of  ill-health,  Mr.  Rummell  withdrew  from  the 
firm.  From  this  lime  forward  Mr.  Snyder  conducted  the  business 
alone,  as  he  did  up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  In  April,  1847,  Mr.  Sny- 
der  was  married  to  Philipena,  daughter  of  Philip  J,  Augspurger.  of  the 
village  of  Albig  in  Hesse-Darmstadl,  frermany,  who  arrived  with  her 
sister.  Miss  Eva,  in  Tiffin,  in  the  year  1844.  Miss  Eva  is  a  twin  sister 
of  Mrs.  Snyder,  and  was  clerk  in  Mr.  Snyders  store  during  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life,  where  she  acquired  a  general  knowledge  of  mercantile 
business.  Naturally  lalenied,  gifted  with  a  lively,  pleasant  nature  and 
good  health,  she  has  herself  been  in  the  mercantile  business  for  more 
than  twenty  years,  and  built  up  a  nice  trade  in  the  line  of  woolen  yarns, 
zephyrs,  general  needle-work  and  fancy  articles.  At  present  she  b  in 
company  with  her  widowed  sister,  Mrs.  Snyder,  in  their  store  on 
Market  street. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  1857,  Mr.  Snyder  died,  after  a  short  illness^ 
leaving  his  widow  and  three  small  children  in  good  circumstances, 
Mrs.  Snyder  raised  her  children  well,  and  gave  them  a  good  education, 
There  were  two  daughters  and  one  son:  O.  P.  Snyder,  well  and  favor- 
ably known  among  the  business  men  of  Tiffin;  Augusta,  who  was 
married  to  Mr.  Alf.  D.  Flen,  and  who  died  in  Davenport,  lowa»  about 
one  year  ago,  and  Philipena,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Russel  Knapp,  of  the  Tiffin 
TnbuHt. 

Christopher  Snyder's  short  life  was  a  most  excellent  specimen  of 
*  manhood  turned  to  utility**;  ever  ready  for  business,  open  hearted, 
and  strictly  honest,  friendly,  yet  dignified,  he  was  one  of  thr  most  pop- 
ular  merchants  of  Tiffin. 

The  family  occupies  a  respectable  position  amongst  tne  i»csi  latnilies 
nf  the  city. 

Christopher  and  the  writer  became  friends  when  first  we  met  in  Tiffin, 
in  August,  1833.  Our  friendship  grew  stronger  as  years  rolled  on. 
Many  a  Sunday  afternoon  we  spent  in  pleasant  conversation  under  the 
old  sycamore  tree  on   the  bank  of  the  Sandusky  river,  talking  about 
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at  nahve  Kills  and  our  future  prospects  in  this  '  Vankee  Land/'  in 
the  year  iSjo  it  became  the  duty  of  the  writer  to  prepare  a  bill  for  the 
incorporation  of  the  town  of  Tiffin  with  Fort  Ball,  into  a  city  of  the 
^econd  class,  and  in  drawing  the  bound  iry  of  the  young  city,  I  did  not 
fneglcct  the  old  sycamore  tree,  which  now  forms  a  point  in  the  act  ot 
the  legislature  incorporating  the  city.  Snyder  and  the  old  tree  have 
passed  away,  and  the  writer  is  left  in  the  evening  of  his  life  to  record 
their  memory.     (See  act  incorporating  the  city  of  Tiffin.) 


GEOROK    RUM^fEL^, 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio*  on 
the  12th  day  of  March,  A.  D.,  1804.  His  parents  were  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  ancestors  carae  from  Germany,  (ieorge  was  born  and 
raised  on  a  farm,  and  received  only  a  common  school  education,  and 
before  he  arrived  at  manhood  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  bricklayer^  He 
came  to  Tiflin  in  the  fall  of  1S34,  and  worked  at  his  trade  tor  about  two 
years,  and  boarded  at  Sneath^s  hotel.  Here  he  made  the  acc]uaintance 
of  Jane,  the  beautiful  daughter  of  Mr  Sneath^  and  married  her  on  the 
iJth  of  November,  1835,  Mrs.  Rummell  died  Maich  27th,  1839.  On 
the  first  day  of  April.  1837^  Mr*  Rummell  and  Mr.  Snyder  formed  a 
copartnership  in  the  mercantile  business  in  Tiffin,  and  opened,  and  for 
seventeen  years,  conducted  the  well-known  store  on  Washington  street 
known  as  the  **  German  store/* 

On  the  I  St  of  December,  1840,  Mr.  Rummell  married  Mrs.  Mary 
Ann  Lookingland,  eldest  daughter  of  Jacob  Copenhaver.  Of  this  union 
two  sons  and  two  daughters  are  still  living.  Towards  the  year  1S50  the 
health  of  Mr,  Rummell  failed,  and  he  was  scarcely  ever  about  the  store. 
The  whole  responsibility  rested  upon  Snyder,  who  was  equal  to  the 
ilemand  of  the  labor  and  responsibility  the  situation  reipjired.  In  the 
spring  of  1854,  Mr»  Rummell  sold  his  interest  in  the  store  to  Mr,  Sny- 
der, and  moved  with  his  family  onto  a  little  twenty-acre  lot  just  east  of 
Tiffin,  where  his  health  improved  very  mat^ially.  He  bought  more 
land  and  became  quite  a  farmer;  began  to  look  robust,  attended  mar- 
ket in  Tiffin,  and  for  many  years  looked  like  a  new  man.  When  the 
firm  of  Rummell  and  Snyder  started  their  store  in  Tiffin,  they  had  not 
five  hundred  dollars  between  them.  In  taking  the  store  they  also  took 
Sneath's  debts  belonging  to  the  store.  One  time  the  sheriff  came  with 
an  execution,  and  gave  the  new  firm  notice  that  if  the  amount  of  the 
execution  was  not  raised  by  ten  o^clock  next  morning,  the  store  would 
have  to  be  closed.  This  was  agreed  to^  and  things  looked  blue  for  the 
young  merchants.     Next  morning  they  met  at  the  store  and  determined 
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u>  ilelivcr  over  to  the  sheriff  not  only  the  goods,  but  also  the  accounts, 
notes  and  cash  on  hand.  Each  partner  was  to  take  only  stufiT  for  one 
pair  of  pantaloons,  and  let  the  sheriff  sec  it  when  he  came  for  the  key. 

About  nine  o'clock,  jus^t  one  hour  before  the  time  fixed  lor  the  sheriff 
to  come,  Judge  Lagenbeel  came  into  the  store,  white  all  over  with  flour 
and  mill  dust*  He  had  just  come  from  his  mill  and  had  in  his  hand  a 
shot -bag  full  of  gold  ami  silver.  The  judge  was  a  great  friend  of  the 
young  tnerthants.  and  walking  up  to  them,  said;  **  Boys,  I  have  some 
<i,7oo  in  specie  here,  and  have  no  use  for  it.  If  you  will  take  it  you 
can  use  it  as  long  as  you  please,''  They  then  told  the  judge  the  strait 
they  were  in.  Judge  Lugenbeel  hunted  up  Levi  Keller,  the  sheriff,  paid 
him  the  amount  of  the  execution,  and  all  went  merry  as  a  marriage  bell. 
Their  paper  never  went  to  protest.  No  one  ever  obtained  a  judgment 
against  them.  Their  credit  was  as  good  in  New  York  as  anybody's. 
They  made  no  large  fortunes,  but  when  they  separated  were  worth 
about  $10,000  each  and  out  of  debt.  Mr.  Rummell  retired  to  his  farm, 
and  Mr.  Snyder  continued  in  business;  both  self-made  men  who  left 
behind  them  a  clear  record;  and  having  been  amongst  the  early  mcr 
chants  in  Tiffin,  and  amongst  the  few  that  made  no  failure  nf  the 
business,  their  record  is  certainly  not  oiit  of  place  here. 

About  the  year  1871  Mr.  RummelPs  old  troubles  rt' turned,  and  his 
health  failed  very  rapidly.  He  died  at  one  o'clock  on  the  night  fol- 
lowing Thursday,  December  i2ih,  1S72,  esteemed  and  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  him.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Collier,  in  preaching  his  funeral  sermon, 
commended  his  many  manly  traits  of  character.  For  thirty  eight  long 
years-  the  writer  enjoyed  the  friendship  of  Mr.  Rummell,  which  was 
never  disturbed,  for  a  single  moment,  through  all  the  chequered  scenes 
of  busy  turmoil. 

There  are  many  merchants  in  Tiffin  now  doing  flourishing  business, 
controlling  a  great  deal  of  property,  and  the  writer  hopes  they  may 
each  and  all  form  exceptions  to  the  general  rule — grow  nch  and  die 
happy. 

DAVKi    EVAN    OWEN 


Was  not  only  an  early  settler  and  pioneer,  but  also  a  man  of  consider.!- 
ble  notoriety  and  moral  and  public  worth.  He  w^a^  the  oldest  son  oi^ 
Kvan  Owen,  who  came  to  Philadelphia  from  Wales.  They  wertf 
Quakers  and  very  wealthy.  The  old  gentleman  owned  a  great  deal  of 
land  near  the  town,  which  is  now  c.»vered  by  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 
The  writer  has  in  bis  possession  the  commissioii  issued  by  Governor 
Thomas  Mifflin  to  Evan  Owen,  appointing  him  justice  of  the  peace  tm 
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Fishing  Creek  township,  Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  dated 
September  ist,  A.  D.,,1791,  to  hold  the  same  from  that  date  until  (it 
^oes  on  to  say)  "  so  long  as  you  shall  br^have  yourself  well." 

David  Evan  Owen,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  on  the  8th 
day  of  May,  A.  D.,  1775,  and  was  raised  in  the  lap  of  wealth  and  luxury. 
He  was  sent  to  the  college  in  Philadelphia,  and  received  a  very  liberal 
education.  He  had  grown  to  man's  estate  before  his  father  failed,  when 
young  Owen  was  compelled  to  seek  some  livelihood  for  himself.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  a  house  carpenter,  and  worked  at  this  occupation 
several  years. 

On  the  26th  day  of  October,  1805,  he  was  married  in  Berwick, 
Columbia  county,  t^ennsylvania,  to  Jerusha  Smith,  of  that  place,  and 
some  time  thereafter  became  the  owner  and  editor  of  the  Berwick 
American,  a  Democratic  weekly  newspaper.  On  the  20th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1820,  he  was  appointed  by  President  James  Monroe,  postmaster 
at  Berwick;  the  commission  is  signed  by  Return  J.  Meigs,  Jr.,  who  was 
then  postmaster  general. 

In  1813,  September  7th,  Simon  Snyder,  governor  of  Pennsylvania, 
appointed  him  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  townships  of  Bloom  and 
Briar  Creek,  in  Columbia  county,  Pennsylvania^  "  so  long  as  you  shall 
behave  yourself  well." 

Mr.  Owen  published  the  first  paper,  in  the  English  language,  in 
Allentown,  Lehigh  county,  Pennsylvania,  called  the  Allentown  Star, 
This  paper  was  not  a  success,  and  he  moved  to  North  Whitehall,  in  the 
same  county,  where  he  taught  school  for  a  time.  Before  he  moved  to 
.\llentown  he  was  elected  to  the  senate  of  Pennsylvania  from  the 
Columbia  district,  where  he  served  two  terms,  and  during  which  time 
lames  Buchanan  was  also  a  member.  There  was  an  air  of  arist(M  ra(  y 
about  Mr.  Buchanan  that  Mr.  Owen  never  admired. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1829  he  moved,  with  his  family,  to  Seneca 
county,  wherc^  he  arrived  and  settled  on  kocky  creek,  on  what  is  now 
called  the  ''  Huber  farm,"  on  the  9th  day  of  May,  that  year.  He  put 
up  a  little  cabin  and  cleared  a  few  acres  for  corn,  in  that  spring.  Here 
Mr.  Owen  lived  with  his  family  in  the  dense  forest  in  a  most  obscure 
wa)^  known  only  by  a  few  of  his  Pennsylvania  relatives  and  neighbors. 
The  Whigs  had  the  county  and  everything  their  own  way.  In  the  fall 
of  1831,  a  few  Democrats  in  town  consulted  together  upon  the  propriety 
of  putting  a  Democratic  county  ticket  in  the  field.  They  having  no 
suitable  candidate  for  auditor,  Mr.  Daniel  Dildine,  Sr.,  said  there  was 
.1  man  living  up  Rocky  creek  who  would  make  a  good  candidate,  whose 
name  was  D.  Ei.  Owen,  and  that  he  was  a  smart  man  and  a  great  Dem- 
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ocrat  They  nominated  hira  and  elected  him;  the  first  Democrat 
elected  to  any  office  in  Seneca  county.  He  was  the  second  auditor  of 
the  coiuuy*  In  J833  he  was  re-elected,  and  while  he  served  in  this 
capacity,  on  the  aythday  ofAugua,  1833,  Robert  Lutas  appointed  him 
receiver  of  the  **Ohio  Canal  Land  otfice,  at  Tiffin,  Ohio/*  Moses  \L 
Kirby,  the  present  senator  from  the  district  c*)mpos.ed  of  the  counties  ol 
Seneca,  Crawford  and  Wyandot,  was  the  secretary  of  state  and  tjgned 
Mr.  Owen's  commission. 

In  JS36  Mr.  Owen  was  elected  to  the  senate  of  Ohio  from  the  sena- 
torial district  composed  of  the  counties  of  Huron,  Sandusky  and 
Seneca*  Joseph  Howard  was  the  Whig  candidate,  and  ont-  of  the  most 
popular  men  in  that  party. 

On  the  27th  day  of  June,  183S.  President  \"an  Buren  ajjpointcd  Mr. 
Owen  '* Receiver  of  the  public  money  for  the  district  of  lands  subject 
I  to  sale  by  the  treaty  with  the  Wyandot  Indians  dated  April  26,  1836,  to 
serve  for  four  years,  from  June  25,  1838.**  Levi  Woodbury  was  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Land  sales  in  Crawford  county  were 
ordered  to  take  place,  under  the  proclamation  of  the  President,  on 
Monday,  the  6th  day  of  August,  1S3S.  On  the  28th  day  of  November, 
1838,  the  President  ordered  another  land  sale,  to  take  place  at  Marion, 
on  the  2Sth  day  of  January  following.  This  last  sale  was  for  only  tito 
sections,  both  south  of  the  base  line — section  35,  cranberry  swamp  on 
Broken  Sword  creek,  T.  1,  S.  R.  r,  and  N.  E.  ;4  of  section  2,  T.  2,  S. 
R.  1, 

In  conformity  with  the  treaty,  a  certain  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of 
these  sales  was  to  be  paid  to  the  Wyandois,  and  the  receipts  for  these 
dividends,  in  my  possession,  have  the  names  of  the  following  chiefs 
attached ; 

Ron-ton-dee  or  Warpole;  Dou-wan-tout;  Tay-on-dot-to-hach, Punch; 
Hon-don-yon-wan  or  Mathias;  Day-on-quot  or  Half  King;  Manoncue 
or  Thomas  ;  Tay-arron-tooyea,  or  Between  the  Logs  ;  Widow  Harra- 
haat:  Widow  Big  Sinew;  Tay-qua-way;  Hays;  Black  Sheep;  Charloe; 
Summondewat;  Tsooshia;  Droosrousch;  Coon  Hawk;  Gray  Eyes;  Bear- 
skin; Touromee;  Squeendehtee;  Monture;  Old  Sha\^iiee;  Big  Spoon: 
Cross  the  Lake;  Ronuneay;  Big  River;  Ground  Squirrel;  Young  Cher- 
okee; Tahautohs:  Se|>temess;  Gayamee;  Little  Chief;  Fighter:  Tall 
Charles;  Solomon;  Taress;  Big  Arms;  Nooshutdomohs;  Shreaeohhs; 
Tauranyehtee  ;  Peacock;  Curreesaquoh  ;  Porcupine;  Bob  Cherokee; 
Satrahass.  Kayroo-hoo;  White  Wing;  Half  John;  St.  Peter;  Rce- wan- 
dee  nun  toohk,  Hisson;  Snakehead;  Split-the-logs;  Daenundce;  John 
Hicks;  Mudeatoe;  Soocuhqness;  Wasp;  Tondee;  Yandeenoo;  Summen- 
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tiiroo:  John  Baptiste:  Soorontooroo;  Racer;  Big  Kittle  Child;  White 
Crow,  and  many  others. 

One  pay  roll  shows  paid  to  these  and  others  ^22,212, 

At  the  first  land  sales  in  Marion  ;S5  7,106.50  were  received. 

When  Mr.  Owen  resigned  the  United  States  Land  Office,  J.  R.  Poin- 
sett, Secretary  of  War,  under  date  of  May  16,  1840,  ordered  Mr.  Owen 
to  deliver  over  his  books,  papers  and  moneys  to  John  Goodin,  who  was 
appointed  his  successor  as  receiver,  and  who.  receipted  in  full. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  amounts  paid  into  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States  from  the  sale  of  lands  for  seven  years,  viz: 

VKAR.                       AMOUNT.  VEAR.  AMOUNT. 

1832  $  2,623,781  1836  $34*877,179 

1833  $  3»967.78i  X837  $  6,776.236 

1834  $  4,857,600  1838  $  3»o8i,939 

1835  $14,757,600 

After  Mr.  Owen  resigned  his  office  as  receiver  of  the  Land  Office,  he 
kept  a  provision  store  in  Tiffin,  and  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace 
several  times,  which  office  he  held  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  do  public 
business,  and  until  old  age  discjualified  him  for  public  life.  He  was  a 
thorough  politician,  and  perfectly  at  home  in  an  office.  He  held  office 
nearly  all  his  life,  and  discharged  every  duty  and  trust  with  marked 
ability  and  fidelity;  but  he  had  very  little  idea  of  i)ractical  life  outside 
of  an  office,  and,  like  most  politicians  that  do  not  know  how  to  steal, 
died  poor.  He  knew  simply  nothing  about  speculations,  or  the  value 
of  money.  He  provided  and  lived  well  while  he  had  plenty,  and  when 
his  money  was  gone  he  economized  from  the  force  of  circumstances. 
He  was  a  popular  officer,  a  generous,  liberal  man;  was  strictly  moral 
and  scrupulously  honest  in  all  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow  men,  and 
was  highly  respected.  Mrs.  Owen  died  in  Tiffin  January  7,  1849,  ^g^^^ 
sixty-two  years,  nine  months  and  sixteen  days.  Mr.  Owen  died  Sep- 
tember 9,  1857,  aged  eighty-two  years,  four  months  and  one  day.  One 
son  and  three  daughters  are  still  living. 

When  Mr.  Owen  resigned  the  office  of  receiver  of  the  canal  lands 
(iovernor  Lucas  appointed  Mr.  Timothy  (Griffith,  of  Columbus,  his 
successor. 

Mr.  Owen  was  a  short  man,  being  only  about  five  feet  and  two  inches 
high:  he  had  a  heavy  head  of  dark  brown  hair,  strongly  marked  fea- 
tures, light  blue  eyes;  was  stoutly  built,  fleshy,  and  withall  active.  He 
was  a  great  reader,  and  very  interesting  in  political  conversations.  He 
was  well  ac(iuainted  with  nearly  all  the  leading  politicians  of  his  time. 

While  Mr.  Owen  held  the  office  of  receiver  of  the  canal  lands,  at 
-IK) 


Tiftin.  great  nuantities  of  land  were  sold,  and  the  lu'xjirv  pani  iva>  all 
gold  and  silver  The  state  had  furnished  Mr.  (J wen  an  iron  chest  lo 
put  his  money  into;  it  looked  like  a  block  of  iron  two  feet  square. 
When  it  was  full  he  hired  a  teatn  to  haul  it  to  Columbus. 

One  time  Daniel  Dildine,  Sr.,  with  his  team,  and  Mr,  Owen,  on  their 
way  to  Columbus  with  the  chest,  stopped  at  a  hotel  in  Marion  for  the 
night  The  hotel  was  crowded  with  all  sorts  of  customers,  and  there 
was  a  great  deal  of  carousal  going  on.  What  to  do  with  the  iron  chest 
they  did  not  know,  but  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  do  to  take 
it  into  the  tavern,  for  it  took  four  men  lo  put  it  into  the  wagon  Finally 
they  concluded  to  leaVe  it  in  the  open  yard  in  the  open  wagon,  simply 
covering  it  with  a  little  straw.  The  next  morning  everything  w^as  found 
all  right.  Nobody  suspec  red  that  the  two  old  farmers  had  ^So.ooo  in 
gold  in  that  old  wagon. 

For  those  who  have  a  curiuiity  to  read  the  Mohawk  Indian,  and  fur- 
ther, to  preserve  a  specimen  of  it  from  utter  oblivion,  there  is  attached 
hereto  the  2d  verse  of  the  6th  chapter  of  St  Mark,  followed  by  a  trans- 
lation of  the  same  into  Mohawk  : 

"'  And  wlien  the  Siibb.it h  day  was  corae,  he  l>egan  to  teaeh  in  the  syna* 
jjfogue;  and  many  hearing  him  were  astoniHlied.  sayini?:  From  wijenee  hath 
this  man  these  liiings?  ami  what  wisdum  is  this  whieh  is  given  luibi  hini, 
thnt  even  such  mighty  works  are  wrought  by  his  hands?** 

TllANSLATTON. 

''  Netmi  ne  onea  Wa-aweandadogeaglidahe.talihadaghsawer  waglisakorih- 
Uonnyeti  et-hone  synagogue;  neoni  yawet<nvaiiea  yakoti.  lu>ende  iia-ali. 
wa-akMrijifULHiuiiejflirii{<uh»  wairoii^h :  Kali  miijhdt'Uoe  tahhawe  neKea—ea 
TtiiiikarilduHk^asfV  neoni  oghiia  Kamiktyiiglirodea  oughte  ne  roewawyh.  ne 
kinon^j[keah  n'agwagh  Kayodeaghferas-hatstle  yoyo'deh  ne  liasuo'nke? 

ANDREW    LUGENBEKL 

Was  born  h\  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  in  1806.  On  the  nth  of 
September,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Baltzell,  of  that  county, 
who  was  a  sister  of  Thomas  Baltzell,  formerly  living  in  Seneca  town- 
ship, and  of  Dr.  Kuhn's  tirst  wife.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr,  Lugen- 
beel  moved  to  Seneca  county,  where  he  resided  up  to  the  lime  of  his 
death.  When  the  writer  first  got  acquainted  with  Mr  Lugenbeel  he 
was  a  partner  in  the  mercantile  business  with  Jacob  Stern,  in  Ti*^n. 
.\bout  i8j4  he  bought  the  land  of  Joseph  Janay,  where,  in  1836,  he 
luilt  a  grist  mill  on  the  river  bank,  a  short  distance  south  of  town,  that 
!i  IS  ever  since,  ^nd  until  very  recently,  been  known  by  the  familiar 
Mime  of  "  Lugenbeel's  mill/'  Mr.  Lugenbeel  took  charge  of  the  mill 
himself,  and  soon  made  it  the  most  popular  mill  on  the  river. 
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After  his  appointment  as  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  Seneca 
comtnon  picas,  he  was  familiarly  called  •*  Judge'Lugenbeel,"  which 
title  he  retained  to  the  time  of  his  death.  He  look  a  very  active  part 
in  public  affairs,  and  was  very  sticcessful  in  all  his  undertakings.  He 
became  one  of  the  most  popular,  as  he  was  certainly  one  of  the  most 
eminent,  men  in  Seneca  county.  He .  was  a  man  of  clear  views, 
naturally  philosophic  in  his  thoughts,  of  strong,  clear,  sound  judgment, 
of  polished  manners  without  the  least  ostentation;  a  safe  counselor,  a 
true  friend,  kind,  benevolent;  a  man  of  enlarged  views^  broad-gauged 
and  generous.  He  was  beloved  by  his  intimate  friends  and  esteemed 
by  all.  He  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Seneca  county  infirmary, 
and  one  of  its  first  directors.  He  held  a  number  of  township  offices 
also,  and  filled  the  bill  wherever  he  was  placed.  The  writer  heard 
Judge  Bowen  say,  at  one  time,  that  amongst  all  the  associate  judges  in 
his  very  large  circuit,  there  was  not  one  the  equal  of  Judge  Lugenbeel 
for  sound  judgment  and  capacity- 

About  1843  Mrs.  Lugenbeel  died,  and  the  judge  married  Miss 
JemimahSouder,  December  11,  1845.  The  judge  died  December  10, 
1S63,  in  the  fifty -eighth  year  of  his  age,  without  a  child,  leaving  his 
estate,  which  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  accumulations  in  the 
county,  to  his  widow,  who  stiil  survives  him,  but  who  seems  to  be  either 
very  indifferent  or  else  knows  but  little  about  the  judge,  or  both. 

Ju<lge  Lugenbeel  was  about  five  feet  nine  inches  high:  bad  a  fair 
complexion,  very  florid  face,  high  forehead,  blue,  deep-set  eyes, 
clenched  lips;  his  face  was  always  shaved  smooth,  and  he  never  wore  a 
beard.  He  was  slow  and  dignified  in  his  conversation,  but  whatever  he 
said  was  solid.  He  never  indulge'd  in  frivolous  talk,  and  enjoyed  con- 
versation that  required  deep,  sound  thinking.  He  died  while  the 
country  was  in  her  throes  of  war,  and  his  memory  is  fast  becoming 
obliterated;  but  while  he  lived  he  was  a  true  man  and  a  most  excellent 
citizen. 

JOHN    PITTENGER 

Was  born  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  on  the  i6th  day  of  January, 
177S;  was  the  oldest  son  among  twelve  children,  two  sisters  being 
older.  He  was  married  to  Julia  Ann  Gibson,  at  Graceham,  in  the  same 
county,  June  25d,  iSt-j.  Mrs.  Pittenger  was  born  April  12th,  iSoi,  and 
is  still  living,  now  residing  with  her  eldest  living  daughter,  Mrs.  R.  R. 
McMeens,  at  Sandusky  City,  Ohio.  There  were  nine  children  as  the 
fruit  of  this  marriage,  hv^  sons  and  four  daughters,  five  of  whom  are 
still  living,  viz:  Mrs.  R,  R.  McMeens,  at  Sandusky  City;  J.  H.  Pitten- 
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gcr,  attorney -at -law.  at  Tiffin.  Ohio:  Mrs.  M.  K.  Stem,  at  Sandusky 
City;  Mrs.  H.  S.  Rcntlig,  at  Tiftin,  Ohio,  and  Charles  W.  Pittenger.  at 
West  J.iberly,  Ohio. 

John  Piltenger  worked  on  his  father's  farm,  where  he  was  born,  until 
he  was  over  thirty  years  of  age,  and  whcn^losing  his  health  he  moved 
to  (Iraceham.  a  small  Moravian  village,  in  Frederick  county,  where  he 
entered  into  the  mercantile  business,  and  which  he  continued  until  he 
removed  to  Tiffin  with  his  family,  in  i«S29 

ile  came  to  Ohio  first  in  1S23  or  i€S24.  passed  down  to  Cincinnati. 
Sitting  on  his  h«.)rse  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  embryo  city,  he  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  there  wa>  nothing  there  to  make  a  city,  and  rode 
cm  down  to  North  IJend,  where  he  thought  the  ])rosi)ect  was  better. 
I'rom  there  he  passed  north  through  Indiana,  crossed  the  Hlack  Swamp 
into  Seneca  (ounty.  Here  he  was  i)leased  with  the  fine  timber  and  the 
streams,  and  concluded  to  hx  ate  here.  In  the  t'all  of  1S25,  he  sent  a 
stock  ot"go()(U  ])y  wagons  from  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  oi)ened  the 
same  in  the  name  o(  J.  and  IJ.  Titlenger.  Iienjamin  Pittenger  is  a 
younger  brother,  still  living,  and  fimiliarly  known  by  the  name  of 
I'ldge  I'ittenger.  Leaving  hisl)n)lher  Benjamin  in  charge  of  the  store, 
he  returned  to  Maryland.  The  store  and  bnii<ling  have  already  been 
described.  The  bu-^iness  was  thiw  carrie<l  on  until  1854.  In  iS^;  Mr. 
|(»l\n  Tettinger  carried  on  the  busine-s  in  his  own  name,  until  1S44  or 
iS4^.  Ill  iS^,»  till*  two  br.)thjrs  ^Mrted  the  tannery  (jn  Perry  street, 
already  mentioned,  an<l  ( oucUk  ted  the  same  until  they  sold  it  to  Klem- 
ini;  and  Schock.  about  the  year  I'S^^.  Mr.  Pittenger  was  an  activeand 
industrious  man.  lie  carried  on  a  farm  on  lands  he  entered  in  this 
county,  lie  was  constantly  emplo\e«l  at  something,  and  when  he  (|uit 
public  life  he  started  a  nursery  on  the  south  side  of  Market  street,  on 
the  I')l  now  occupied  by  the  "Turners'  Hall"  and  Mr.  John  Nuser's 
residence.  I  (ere  he  busied  himself  with  ])udding  and  grafting  trees  for  a 
number  of  years. 

He  be(  ame  a  member  of  the  .Methodist  church  at  an  early 
age,  ami  remained  a  consistent  member  all  his  life.  His  home  in 
(ir.iceham  was  a  ^rnjril  ^top])ing  [)lai  c  for  ministers  of  all  denomina- 
tions. I-'aiher  Piir(  ell.  now  arch-bishop  of  C'incinnati,  fretpiently  ac- 
<c;.icd  his  h«)spii;iliiy  when  he  was  at  Mmmitsburgh.  I-'.ven  after  he 
ni«i\.d  !o  Tiftin  he  often  enlerlained  Methodist  ministers  at  his  house. 
He  t  ro->..-d  the  in  "luit.j'ii-  on  hl^r•^e])ack  nine  times,  between  l-'rederick 
<  n\\\\i\ .  \l.irylan«l.  and  ^^ni-.  a  <  oiii.;\ .  (  )hio.  ujjou  the  same  hor>e — old 
Maior — av<.rai::n4  fi!t\  niil..-^  |Mr  day.  The  oM  hor^e.  wliic  h  live<l  till 
'r>  iwcniv-'^iNth  \e.n,  \\a^  .1  fine  r.u  ki-r.  but  reliised   to  work  in  lurness. 
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While  Mr.  Pittenger  was  a  man  full  of  energy  and  business,  he  was 
quiet  and  unobtrusive.  He  was  not  very  talkative;  there  was  no  flat- 
tery or  blarney  about  him.  He  was  sincere  and  earnest  in  his  dealings 
with  men.  He  was  a  large,  muscular  and  bony  man,  not  fleshy,  but 
well  built.  He  had  a  large  head,  clear  blue  eyes,  an  expressive  face, 
and  as  the  weight  of  years  made  their  mark  upon  him  his  head  became 
bald,  his  hair  and  beard  white,  and  his  once  powerful  frame  broken 
down,  so  that  towards  the  evening  of  his  life  he  was  quite  stoop  shoul- 
dered. He  was  a  decided  Whig,  but  never  a  leader  in  politics.  He 
died  on  the  20th  day  of  October,  1857,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy-nine 
years,  nine  months  and  four  days, 

BENJAMIN    PITTENGER 

Was  a  younger  brother  of  John  Pittenger.  He  was  born  in  Frederick 
county,  Maryland,  on  the  29th  day  of  January,  1 798,  on  a  farm,  where 
he  was  raised.  On  the  9th  day  of  September,  1825,  he  was  married  to 
Theresa  Creeger  (already  mentioned),  and  located  in  Tiffin  in  Decem- 
ber of  the  same  year.  His  wife  died  here  December  8,  1847,  ^it  the 
age  of  forty-two  years,  leaving  five  children.  Mr.  Pittenger  was  mar- 
ried again  on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1849,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann 
Hunter,  who  also  died  August  15,  1877. 

Mr.  Pittenger  was  one  of  the  first  associate  judges  of  Seneca  county, 
holding  that  position  two  terms  (fourteen  years),  and  was  therefore 
familiarly  known  by  the  name  of  Judge  Pittenger.  He  never,  was  very 
fond  of  work,  and  therefore  unlike  his  brother  John,  who  was  always 
busy.  The  judge  was  one  of  the  early  leaders  of  the  Whig  party  in 
the  county,  and  continued  thus  until  that  party  fought  its  last  battle 
under  General  Scott,  in  1852;  and  when,  in  1856,  the  Republican  party 
was  organized  and  John  C.  Fremont  nominated  for  President,  he 
attached  himself  to  that  party,  and  has  voted  with  it  ever  since.  The 
judge  and  his  brother  John  were  in  partnership  in  Tiffin,  in  the  mer- 
cantile trade,  and  in  the  tannery  already  described.  They  sold  the 
tannery  to  Fleming  and  Schoch,  in  1839. 

Some  twenty  years  ago  the  judge  moved  to  his  farm,  about  two  miles 
from  the  city  on  the  Melmore  road,  where  he  still  resides.  He  has  two 
sons,  both  married,  and  three  daughters — Mrs.  J.  M.  Naylor,  Mrs.  Kd. 
Naylor  and  Mrs.  Al   Buskirk. 

Judge  Pittenger,  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  life,  had  a  very  straight  car- 
riage, was  about  six  feet  two  inches  high,  had  a  full  head  of  hair,  bushy 
eye-brows,  a  long  face  and  rather  large  nose  He  resembled  General 
Jackson  very  much.     But  the  eighty-two  years  of  life  that  have  passed 
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over  his  head,  have  left  it  very  white»  and  broken  down  his  physical 
powers  very  materially. 

The  judge  was  not  a  man  of  .great  force  of  character,  hut  bunorjljle. 
dignified,  kiud  and  sociable. 

JOHN   AKD    LOUISA   FIEGE. 

There  were  also  many  mechanics  in  Tiffin  who  failed  to  make  a 
success.  This  is  a  world  of  cause  and  effect,  and,  to  a  great  extent, 
just  as  we  make  it.  John  Fiege  came  to  Tiffin  from  Germany  in  1834,  a 
cabinet  maker  by  trade.  He  was  a  good  mechanic,  a  kind,  clever 
man,  and  strictly  honest  in  his  dealings-  He  btiilt  up  a  large  trade, 
and  accumulated  property  rapidly.  In  1836  he  was  married  to  Mary 
Louisa,  oldest  daughter  of  Philip  von  Blou,  who  located  in  Tiffin  about 
that  time  and  soon  moved  onto  a  farm  in  Eden  township,  where  he 
h'ved  a  lung  time. 

Mrs.  Fiege  was  born  in  Waldmohr  in  the  Bavarian  Palatinate,  on  the 
8th  day  of  December,  i8ij.  John  Fiege  was  burn  in  Oedelsheim,  in 
the  Electorate  of  Hesse,  July  5,  181 1,  They  had  ten  children  in  all, 
of  whom  three  sons  are  still  living,  now  familiarly  and  favorably  known 
as  the  **Fiege  Brothers/*  carrying  on  the  most  extensive  furniture  and 
undertaking  business  in  the  city,  John  Fiege  was  drowned  in  a  mill- 
race  March  51st,  1869.  Mrs,  F'iege  died  December  29th,  1874,  Both 
were  among  the  most  highly  esteemed  people  in  Tiffin. 

CHRISTIAN    MUELLER   AND   VALENTINE    sdBMlDT 

Were  brewers  and  coopers  by  trade.  They  came  to  Tiffin  in  1S47,  from 
Bavaria.  They  produced  lager  beer  in  1848,  which  is  thought  to  have 
been  the  first  in  Ohio.  In  1854  they  erected  a  new  brewery  on  River 
street,  and  conducted  the  business  together  until  1860^  when  Mr. 
Mueller  bought  Mr,  Schmidt's  interest,  and  carried  on  a  very  extensive 
business.  He  turned  Schmidt's  brewery  into  a  malt  house  in  1872. 
Mucller*s  beer  is  celebrated  all  over  Ohio  and  the  west, 

Mr.  Mueller  had  promised  to  write  out  a  little  history  of  the  brew- 
eries in  Tiffin,  but,  like  so  many  of  our  good  intentions*  it  was  left 
undone, 

**Christ,  Mueller,'*  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  is  a  very  clever  and 
congenial  gentlemat  of  excellent  social  nature,  and  a  fine  conver- 
sationalist. He  is  a  great  lover  of  music,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
active  among  the  founders  of  the  **Bruderbund,"  a  German  singing 
association  that  was  organized  in  1854,  and  is  still  in  existence.  He 
has  a  large  family,  and  with  the  great  industry  and  energy  necessary  to 
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conduct  his  very  extensive  operations,  he  still  preserves  his  youthful 

appearance;  nor  has  he  lost  any  of  his  innate  jocijar  and  friendly  dis- 
posiiiun.     Valentine  Schmidt  died  some  fifteen  years  ago» 

THE   QltCAT   riRE   Of   lBj2. 

The  greatest  losses  by  fire  that  Tiffin  ever  suffered,  at  any  one  time, 
oc*  urred  on  the  ijth  of  ApriU  1S72,  A  very  full  description  of  it  is 
found  in  the  Itffin  Trtbufu  of  the  i8th  of  April,  1S72,  from  which  I 
copy  : 

TERRIBLE   FIRE! 

TWO  SQUARES    BURNED  OVER! 

70  BUILDINGS  DESTROYED  I 

$90,000  IN   PROPERTY  BURNT  UP! 

FIRE    AN    UNRELENTING    MASTER! 


FULL    DETAILS    OF   THE    FIRE    OF   SATURDAY, 

Saturday,  April  13, 1872,  marks  an  epoch  in  the  fire  history  of  Tiffin  that 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  those  who  witnesneil  the  terrible  conflagmtion. 
Al><mt  two  oVliK'k  uiid  fnrt\  minutes,  tlie  iiljirni  of  tire  was  given  in  tlie  wee- 
fin*l  wani,  and  in  11  immieiii  tlie  tire  bells  of  tlie  citv  were  ringing  out  the 
IoikI  claninr  of  danger.  During  the  day  tlie  wind  had  been  blowing  a  gale, 
Xrom  a  noitli westerly  direction,  and  when  the  alarm  was  .ffiven  it  was  seem- 
hijtjly  at  its  height.  The  difTerenl  lire  i-ompanies  hastened  to  the  serumd 
ward,  together  with  therittzens  geiierallyi  nearly  evt^ryb<Kly  staitt^d  ininie- 
diatt*ly  in  the  direetion  where  the  lire  was  supposed  to  be,  with  a  seeming 
intuition  that  there  was  work  to  be  done  that  won  Id  reiinire  the  assistance 
of  alb 

Upon  reaeliing  the  groimd  it  was  fUseovered  that  fire  was  burning  on  the 
roof  of  Mrs,  A.  liawsorfs  house,  on  Miami  street,  and  tlie  nH»f  \\l  the  stoii* 
oeeupied  by  A.  McXeaK  on  Saiiilusky  street,  al!  connected  with  each  other, 

Tlie  engines  were  iramedintely  put  to  work,  one  at  a  cistern  near  the 
engine  lionse.  and  the  other  nearly  opposite  McXeaJ's  store.  In  a  few*  min- 
ntesthe  engine  in  front  of  the  store  bad  to  move  from  the  cistern,  after 
working  hard,  as  the  heitt  was  unendurable.  The  other  engine  got  to  w<»rk 
immediately,  and  was  doing  gooil  execiitii)f!i,  when  the  water  in  the  cistern 
gave  out*  This  necessitated  a  change  in  these  two  engines,  with  their  hose, 
and  gave  the  tire  a  Irte  Held,  with  but  one  engine  to  work  on  it.  The  wind 
seemed  to  gain  in  liert-eness,  and  the  building  was  one  mass  of  flames.  In 
the  meantime,  a  large  niimher  of  citizens  had  lieen  carrying  out  and  saving 
Jill  that  was  yiossilde  of  the  furniture  in  the  house,  and  goods  from  the 
j»tOTei. 
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On  the  oi)|K>i*ite  side  t>r  Samlusky  street,  rlghl  liireetly  in  Uit*  im^  of  the 
wiini  and  lire,  the  lJi>ok  siutl  ladder  fomim»lt*s  and  cttixens  were  on  the  roof 
of  Oijle'H  su>re  ant]  the  dwellingn  in  the  rear,  busy  with  hucket^  uf  water.to 
save  thetiK  The  tire  raged  higher  and  fiercer,  and  thesie  buUdiiii^a  had  Ut  ito 
deserte<L  as  the  heat  Mas  too  intense  to  l>e  en dn red. 

Just  at  thih  time,  abunt  tlfteen  minutes  after  the  tire  was  discovered,  the 
wonl  weiit  around  Hke  majcit.'  that  Tour  barns  were  in  Hanies,  and  a  few  rod^ 
til  the  rear  and  a  little  nortli  of  OgleV  store:  so  intently  was  the  attention  iif 
every  one  directed  to  the  first  building  on  Hi*e,  and  saving  those  near,  that 
thene  I  tarns  were  not  ilisenvereil  until  every  part  of  tliem  was  on  fire  and  the 
tlames  were  ^liooting  up  nearly  one  linndred  feet.  This  clianged  the  whole 
face  of  even  thing.  It  was  found  tlmt  the  buildings  lirst  t»n  Hiv  and  those 
near  had  to  be  left  U*  their  fate,  and  attention  turned  to  the  saving  of  pn*p- 
erty  ahead  of  the  tire.  All  became  dire  confusion  amorig  tho^e  most  likely 
to  «nffer  immediately  from  the  Hames,  Attempts  were  made  lii  save  the 
buildings  with  buckets  of  water,  ajid  removal  of  furniture  )>egan.  Women 
and  chiblren  were  crying  with  fri|iicht,  and  the  o^^iiers  of  property,  with  \Hi\e 
faces  and  compresHed  lips.  8a\A  the  impossiiiility  of  sjiving  their  houses. 

Scarcely  had  the  tiie  in  the  barns  above  mentioned  been  diiw^overed,  when 
names  were  seen  leaping  u[y  from  Le  Haron's  stJive  faet-or),  sixty  ro<lsor 
more  distimt.  This  bunted  tiereely.  and  the  w  iud  from  a  gale  became  almost 
H  hurricane*  Horning  shingles,  boards,  coals  and  sparks  tiew  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  ignited  everything  they  touched.  Fires  were  kindled  in  every 
direction:  at  this  time,  twenty-tive  minutes  after  the  tlrst  ahirni.  upwards  of 
li^ty  buildings  were  blading  furiously.  The  Names  Iwiped  from  building  to 
building;  dense  volumes  of  smoke  **overed  the  doomed  ground,  and  it  seemed 
that  nothing  Init  an  interposition  of  rrovidence  could  stay  tlu^  destruction. 
In  thirtv -eight  minutes  after  tlie  tire  started,  the  nmf  of  the  liouse  of  Mr. 
i'Jinger,  on  the  east  side  of  Washington  stieet*  was  nearly  bunil  olt.  while 
everything  intlanunable  lietween  that  and  McXeal's  cnruer  was  in  tlameM, 
It  WiLs  iujpoHsible  to  kee^i  track  of  the  buildings  iis  they  caught  lire,  for  the 
th'e  seemed  to  start  in  every  tliret?tion.  with  the  regularity  of  the  ticking 
of  the  clock. 

Earnest,  terrible  lighting  was  done,  but  the  heat  was  intense  and  showers 
of  tire  so  gre^it  that  the  people  were  helpless  in  what  is  now  calteil  *  tin* 
burnt  district.  ■ 

A   IlKfSrEllATE  FIGHT, 

We  arrived  at  Sueath's 'Warehouse,  Kaup^s  planing  factor>'  and  depot. 
Here  the  desperate  tight  of  the  ilay  was  made.  Tlie  lire  was  making  fearful 
nivMges  and  rapidly  at»proaching  these  buildings  wliirli  are  divided  fmm  the 
burnt  «listrict  by  the  railroiid.  Ihid  the  lire  got  in t<»  these  huge  I unld in gs. 
the  01ii<i  Stove  winks,  over  forty  residences,  and  funnitigiumfs  mill  w<ndd 
have  l>een  burnt,  and  the  tire  wo^dd  have  enisaed  the  river  ami  the  bumness 
lHU"tion  of  the  town  woidd  have  been  tloomed.  The  two  steamers  wen*  put 
to  work  at  this  point,  and  a  large  rumilier  of  cilixens  took  hold  and  worked 
with  the  lirenu»n.  Henner's  house  and  barn  and  Uarteirs  sakMui.  directly 
opposib*  Sneatirs  warehouse,  were  Uuniing  liercely.  The  water  house  and 
sheds  i»f  the  niilroad.  with  large  piles  of  W(kmI  opposite  the  planing  factory 
and  the  depot*  were  burning  ternbly. 


1 


THE  CtlStEAT   FIRE. 


S^3 


In  the  wai-ehouse,  Smoyer  &  Bm,  liail  'nD^ixio  Imsliela  of  wheiit.  iiiid  2l),U00 
l»us!tel8  «if  oats,  Thi^  outs  wme  in  the  iipp^r  st»iry  tnuler  the  roof ,  and  the 
precaution  of  briiig'ing  in  imils  there,  had  been  tiikeu.  8ix  men  were  on  the 
^mU  to  WKtrh  tfie  sparks  which  were  hlown  under  the  HJuii^les,  As  tliese 
^tarksfell.  they  would  tlirow  water  on  Uieni  mul  exliiijkfnihih  them. 

On  the  outside,  men  were  on  tlie  roof  with  ]»3iils.  and  the  (Ire  et»tnptuiy 
threw  water  onto  the  front,  tctgether  vvith  hghling  the  Uenner  and  llartell 
Hre,  The  sunie  w*irk  was  dtme  on  the  phming  faetory  and  depn^t,  both  at 
'  which  were  on  (ire  inside  und  out  several  times.  At  one  time  the  depot  wjm 
111  Itames,  and  it  was  th<night  that  it  was  doomed  ;  the  freight  wa,H  partially 
remove*!.  However,  hose  was  got  onto  the  roof,  and  the  biiijcling  w*aH 
deluded  and  saved. 

No  conception  of  thia  ciin  be  pietui-ed  on  paper.  It  was  a  dead  tijyfht 
tjetween  seething:?  tlames  on  one  side  an<l  desperate  men  intent  on  saving 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars*  Wcvrth  of  property  on  the  other.  Tlie  latter 
prevailed. 

Aiu>ther  very  inipoi-tant  key  to  the  safety  of  the  city  was  the  saving  of  the 
house  of  Mrs.  tiliek.  at  the  corner  of  Miami  and  Monroe,  Tliat,  with  the 
Holt  house,  was  tlie  oidy  property  Sitved  on  that  s(iuare,  A  nunilrt^r  of  young 
men  took  hold  tliere,  and.  with  buckets  of  water,  kept  the  tire  a\va>  from  it, 
or  rather  extinguished  it  wlienever  it  hurst  out.  The  beat  was  so  intense 
that  those  workitig  had  to  cover  their  faces  with  wet  cloths.  It  was  saved 
after  a  determined  light,  and  after  it  was  on  tire  several  times. 

We  say  tliis  w^as  am>ther  key  to  the  safety  of  other  property  from  the  tnvX 
that  directly  opptjsitt^  was  an  old  dwelling  that  would  have  gone ;  next  to 
that  a  frame,  and  so  on,  building  after  tuiilding,  until  the  t'nnidngham 
warehouse  was  rejudied  :  all  of  which  wonhl  have  hnrnt,  and  the  end  woidil 
have  l>een  tfie  destructii»n  of  all  the  factories  and  luisiness  jjortion  of  Tillhu 

It  was  a  fearful  time,  and  <ine  we  ch>  not  \vish  to  witness  luit  once  in  a  life 

♦  i  li  1  ij  #  -1^1  ♦  #  W  •» 

The  tire  companies,  m  companies,  and  individually,  did  all  it  was  possible 
for  them  to  do.  They  were  promptly  on  hand,  and  when  the  labor  of  the 
citizens  was  done,  they  kept  at  work,  worn  trnt  as  they  were,»till  late  ou 
Sunday,    They  bung  to  their  work  faith fnlly  and  well. 

About  foiiy-five  minutes  aft4.n' the  Are  started  the  entire  property  destroyed 
was  in  Ihimes,  The  fire  from  Singer's  house  passed  intervening  hnildings 
mid  ignited  the  pump-shop  of  Ftshldngh  ami  two  houses,  all  of  which  were 
bnnjt.  In  the  meantime  fighting  fire  was  done  on  all  tlie  buildings  in  that 
section. 

The  lire  crosHed  the  river  and  started  8mitirs  brewery  to  liuniing,  and  the 
woods,  trees  and  fences  beyond  for  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  starting 
place  of  the  conllagnition,  but  m»  damage  was  done. 

On  the  square  fii-st  burnt,  the  furniture,  liechling,  etc.,  in  many  cases  were 
removed  to  streets  adjohring  and  left,  as  was  supposed,  in  safety,  but  when 
looked  for  were  found  Imrut  irp  or  on  fire.  #  ♦  # 

The  city  council  telegraphed  to  Sandnsky  for  lielp,  but  receiving  no 
answer,  did  so  again^  and  fir^illy  infornn^d  Sandusky  that  the  lire  was 
approaching  the  railroad  bridge.  Then  the  track  was  cleared  by  telegraph, 
and  tlu^  engine  readied  TilUn  in  forty  minutes  from  the  time  si lestmtcd,  and 
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threw  water  in  less  than  out*  iumr  fn>m  the  ti  me  she  Irft  Siindnsky.  After 
wurklng  one  li*ilf  hnur  »h^  c<vllaiist*il  n  flue.  She  was  well  Uandlei]  up  to  that 
time,  and  8undiisky  deserved  Titlin's  eomplimeuts, 

THK  StrrFEIlBB^  AND  THEIR  LO^SFj^* 

Tlie  larger  portion  of  thes<»  losses  ure  stistjiiued  by  raeii  m  mcwlerate  cir- 
eiiiiiHtiiijeeti,  wVio  eatinot  well  bear  tlie  blow.  Some  are  laboring  men  whi» 
have  seinired  a  home  by  hrtnl  knoeka,  and  were  thus  left  homeless. 

Siiudiisky  slreel— We^t  sidr: 

MeXeaL  giwds  in  store. ^  'J,<mni 

Mrs.  Ruw8ui\'s  bnildinjfs .....  — 3/iUo 

Sandnsky  street— East  side: 
A*&  F.Ogle,  two-story  briek  building,  and  dwelling  adjoining,  oiic' 

and  one-half  st<  »ry ,  and  two  oue*story  frames UMH) 

T.  (^»llins,  loKHon  goods , ^,     1,9CK) 

D.  (\  Buughnian,  twtKStor>'  brick  and  frame  bam,  etc 2,il0(» 

A .  Meehan ,  two-story  frame , 2,i»t>J» 

Miami  street— North  side: 

A.  &  F.  Ojrle,  tw o  f racjes,  one  brick  and  two  bams 3.U(H) 

A.  MeNeab  two-i^tory  frame  house,  imru  and  woimI ^  ,3,00U 

Mi-s,  (iliek,  frame  bani  and  smoke-house 500 

Franklin  street— West  side: 

John  Knott,  house  and  barn, .. . , PiCMi 

\V.  Slui)?an,  tw\>-story  frame  house ]/m 


P,  Ilarlner,  frame  barn . ,. , , . .  _    , 

Adams  street— South  side: 

P.  Ilartner.  double  bt)ust'  and  two-st<»ry    briek , 

X,  NuUel,  large  \mrn 

Franklin  street— Ejist  side: 
Mrs.  Bresn in,  frame  house. 

Adams  street  -South  Hide: 

I).  Arndt,  briek  b<»nse  and  Iwni 

I).  Harteirs  brick,  etc , ., 

(Jeorge  Benuer's  house  and  ham. . .......  , , , , , 

Adams  street— North  side- 

Jiicob  Kuhu's  framelKinse.  ,,,_  

H.  Troxell's  htmse  and  Imrn.  * . . . . ....**. 4.,. •,.*,. . 

Hnilroad  c(inipau>,  I wti-story  frame,  etc..., «,,*,*,..»,. .                 ..., 
Railroad  company,  hiss  un  freight  removed  and  whisky  dehtiuyed 

Franklin  street— Fast  snle: 

M.  Kuhn.  two  dwellings  and  one  bam. _ 

Mr.  (^uinn.  dwelling  lumse , , 

L.  A.  liaron.  slave  factor).  - . ,, 

T..  T.  &  E.  railroad  ctunpauy.  ties  burnt ......... 

Wash  i  n  gt  o n  st  reet  -  West  si de : 

E.  I-  msted.  house  and  liarn ,  . . , , 

F-  J.  Wagner,  house  and  bam. , . , , 

ILL.  Kendall,  brick  hou.se  and  Iwim , , , 

A.  Brandebury,  brick  liouHC ..,,.•.,.,., 
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Washington  street— East  side: 

•Samuel  Shade,  ham,  etc 1  ,(MH) 

F.  Singer,  brick  house  and  bam 3.1*(K» 

Minerva  street: 

(ieorge  Fishbaugh,  pump  factoiy  and  barn,  etc 1  ,o<H) 

Paul  Miller,  house  and  bam I.olM) 

L.  Bang,  house •...  l.OUU 

There  were  also  a  numl>er  of  smaller  losses,  amounting  to  several  thousand 
in  the  aggregate.    The  total  loss  reached  5?tE>o,0U0. 


CHAPTER  XX.. 


SURPLUS  REVENUE-POLITICS-FIRST  POLITICAL  JOLLiFICATlON -TIFFIN  IN 
THE  WOODS— TIFFIN  INCORPORATED-FIRST  ELECTION-INCORPORATION 
OF  FORT  BALL— ITS  FIRST  ELECTION-INCORPORATION  OF  THE  CITY— 
FIRST  CORPS  OF  CITY  OFFICERS  -  HARRISON  NOBLE- PLANK  ROADS- 
PIKES-TELEGRAPHS-THE  SCHOOLS  OF  TIFFIN. 


WHEN  the  revolutionary  war  ended  the  general  gQverriment 
and  the  colonies  were  badly  in  debt ;  the  former  was  com- 
pelled  to  repudiate,  and  those  of  the  colonies  that  were  lucky  enough 
to  have  surplus  lands  under  their  old  charters,  were  enabled  to  pay  a 
large  part  of  their  debts  by  land  scrips.  Virginia  and  Connecticut^ 
owning  the  entire  northwestern  territory,  paid  nearly  all  their  colonial 
debts  by  these  scrips,  which  secured  the  first  titles  to  land  northwest 
of  the  Ohio  river.  The  general  government  struggled  along  with  an 
empty  treasury  for  many  years,  until  finally  the  duties  on  imports  and 
the  proceeds  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  made  her  excheijuer 
flush,  and  the  statesmen  of  those  days  were  troubled  with  the  surphis 
revenue.  There  was  no  national  debt,  and  the  money  accumulated  in 
the  I'Uited  States  treasury  until  it  became  a  burden.  The  recom- 
mendation  of  General  Jackson,  to  distribute  it  among  the  states,  was 
approved  by  some  and  opposed  by  others.  Some  of  the  eastern  states 
had  no  particular  use  for  their  shares,  but  it  was  a  Ctod-send  to  some 
of  the  states  in  the  west,  where  the  people  suffered  greatly  for  want  of 
money,  which  was  especially  true  of  Ohio,  The  gross  amount  lo  be 
distributed  was  $20,000,000.  The  portion  to  Ohio  was  $  1*423,000 j  and 
the  amount  that  came  to  Seneca  county  was  $31,756.73.03.  The  act 
passed  congress  and  was  approved  by  the  President  on  the  26th  day  of 
March,  1837. 

By  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  the  county 
commissioners  of  each  county  were  made  fund  commissioners  of  this 
surplus  revenue  for  their  respective  counties.  On  the  2d  day  of  May, 
1837,  these  commissioners  distributed  the  sum  of  515,877.62.5,  being 
the  remainder  of  the  amount  coming  to  ibis  county,  to  one  hundred 
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and  fifty-eight  persons,  in  sums  of  ^loo.oo  each,  secured  by  bond  and 
mortgage  on  unencumbered  real  estate. 

This  was  a  great  relief  to  Seneca  county,  as  well  as  to  Ohio  gener- 
ally. Mr.  Read,  the  editor  of  the  Tiffin  Gazette,  in  concluding  an 
editorial  on  this  subject,  May  13,  1837,  said: 

Tlie  amount  thua  loaned  we  hope  may  relieve,  to  some  extent,  the  pressure 
felt  in  our  community,  and  enable  many  to  meet  their  little  resi>on»ibilities 
under  which  they  have  Ixeen  laboring.  The  loan  has  Iwtd  a  salutary  influ- 
ence in  establishing  confidence  in  our  institutions  and  relieving  the  pressure, 
which,  though  perhaps  not  as  bad  as  it  miglit  l)e,  is  suftlciently  disastrous. 

This  testimony  is  here  added  to  show  the  great  want  of  money 
spoken  of  heretofore,  when  writing  on  the  Ohio  canals. 

The  general  government  is  not  troubled  with  a  surplus  of  revenues 
in  her  treasury  now.  The  interest  on  the  national  debt  runs  high  up 
into  the  lyillions.  ( Fenerations  unborn  will  come  and  pass  away,  and 
this  humble  little  book  will  be  lost  and  forgotten,  before  the  treasurer 
of  the  United  States  shall  again  be  put  to  the  inconvenience  of  dis- 
tributing, amo.ig  the  states,  moneys  that  have  accumulated,  and  for 
which  the  general  government  has  no  use. 

iMH.nic.s. 

A  historian  has  no  right  to  be  partial,  either  in  religion  or  in  politics. 
When  he  has  stated  facts  and  events  truthfully  and  honestly,  as  they 
occurred,  he  is  done,  and  should  leave  others  to  form  conclusions  for 
themselves,  ('onscious  of  this  rule,  men  and  parties  are  spoken  of, 
and  the  hislories  of  (  hurrlies  given  without  favoritism  or  prejudice. 
Tolerant  in  all  things,  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  for  a  man  to  concede  to 
another  his  right  to  judge  for  himself  what  is  best  for  him  in  both  poli- 
tics and  religion.  Men  often  differ,  and  very  honestly  too,  on  almost 
every  subject. 

Few  and  scattered  as  the  settlers  were  in  Seneca  county  in  the  fall  of 
1S28,  and  removed  far  away  from  the  real  theatre  of  action,  one  would 
scarcely  have  supposed  that  then  and  here,  under  the  then  surround- 
ings, party  spirit  would  run  up  to  fever-heat;  but  it  did.  It  took  a 
newspaper  two  and  three  weeks  to  reach  Tiffin  from  the  Atlantic  coast. 
But  when  they  came  and  developed  new  steps  taken  by  the  parties,  they 
were  discussed,  and  sides  taken  by  our  people,  with  as  much  vehemence 
as  anywhere,  and  the  Adams  men,  the  Clay  men,  the  Jackson  men  and 
the  Crawford  men,  in  1828,  were  no  more  decided  in  their  respective 
chuice  of  candidates  and  their  attachment  to  party,  in  New  Vork  or 
Haltimore,   than    they   were  in  Seneca  county.     Jackson  was  elected 
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preaifientr  and  the  fight  on  the  United  States  baiUc  culminated  in  the 
removal  of  deposits,  the  vetoes  of  the  re-charters^  which  agitated  tht- 
whole  country.  Party  spirit  ran  high  in  1S32,  when  Jackson-waft  lii 
DeniocTatic  candidate  for  re-etection.  Clay  was  the  candidate  and  the 
embodiment  uf  the  Whig  party.  Clay  and  Jackson  were  both  Masons, 
Great  prejudices  were  entertained  against  both,  and  the  Morgan  affair 
was  in  everybody's  mouth.  The  Masons  were  very  much  abused,  and 
a  new  party  was  called  into  existence,  called  *' antt-^kison,**  under  the 
leadership  of  William  Wirt,  of  Maryland,  who  was  the  candidate  for 
president,  and  Amos  Ellmaker,  of  Pennsylvania,  for  vice-president. 
The  ides  of  November  came  on  and  Jackson  was  re-elected.  Sow  the 
Democrats  had|to  have  a  jubilee^  and  the  first  political  jollification  in 
Seneca  county  came  off  at  the  house  of  Colonel  John  Goodin,  in  Tiffin^ 
on  Thursday,  the  6th  day  of  December,  1S32,  Hon.  David  E.  Owen 
ras  appointed  president,  and  Andrew  Lugenbeel  vice-president. 
In  writing  up  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  Mr.  E.  Brown,  the 
Jitor  of  the  Patriot,  the  pioneer  newspaper  of  the  county,  and  whose 
columns  were  open  to  the  three  parties  alike  (for  he  published  "  Clay 
[loh'tics,*'  "  Jackson  politics,'*  and  "  Wirt  politics,")  said:    , 

Although  many  of  our  friends  were  unavoidably  absent,  viewing  the  lHnd» 
in  tlio  ''Seneca  Reservation/'  previous  t4>  the  s«de  of  them,  which  commences 
Mil  Monday  next,  yet  the  eont'ourse  was  unusually  large. 

Thirteen  regular  toasts  (one  for  each  of  the  original  states,)  were 
offered,  besides  a  number  of  volunteer  toasts — some  witty,  some  less  so. 
Amongst  those  who  participated  were  Henry  Cronise,  George  Flacky 
Nathan  L.  Wright,  Joseph  Graff,  Colonel  R.  Jaqua,  Uriah  P,  Coonrad, 
Gabriel  J.  Keen,  E.  Brown,  Jacob  Kroh,  Colonel  John  Goodin,  A, 
Eaton,  Samuel  S,  Martin,  J.  H.  Brown,  E.  Locke,  Frederick  Kishler,  P, 
J,  Price,  William  Anderson,  John  Campbell,  William  H.  Kessler,  Joshua 
Seney,  Andrew  Main/. 
The  .SV//A'<i  Patriot  will  be  noticed  in  the  chapter  on  the '*  Press/ 
The  following  will  show  how  Seneca  county  voted  for  fourteen 
years  of  its  early  history: 

In  1N2H— AJauiH,  (Whig,)  received  one  liundred  and  eleven  majority. 

In  1k:{<)— Lucus,  iDemoerat,)  re<'eived  three  majority. 

In  iHHil— flay.  \  W^dg/i  reeeived  twenty-nine  majority. 

In  18:^4— Lueas,  (Democrat,)  receivefJ  live  majority. 

hi  ism— Van  Buren,  i Democrat,!  received  one  humlred  and  eighij-iiui* 
nnijnrtty. 

In  18:^8— Shan niiii,  i  Demui-rat,  1  received  onehUiifire*!  aiul  thirteen  majnrKy, 

In  IHIO— Shannon,  i Democrat,)  received  one  hundred  ami  sixty-one  tua- 
joritv. 
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In  ls42— Sliannon.  1  Democrat  J  received  tlve  hundreil  and  sixty-tlin^e  ma- 
jority. 

As  a  general  thing  the  county  remained  Demorratic  ever  since,  with 
the  success  of  an  occasional  opposition  candidate,  except  in  1854  and 
1S55,  when  the  Know.Nothings  swept  the  county  in  a  storm,  electing 
their  candidates  by  majorities  over  1,400. 

The  following  table  shows  the  vote  of  Ohio,  from  the  years  of  1828 
to  1842,  both  inclusive: 


18ii>— Jackson, 

67.507 

Adams. 

(tt.3?)6 

Maj. 

for  Jackson, 

4,201 

iKili— Lucas, 

49.186 

McArthur, 

49,(U>8 

»• 

*'    McArthur 

,      482 

1js8l>— Jackson, 

81,246 

Clay. 

77.085) 

" 

*'    Jackson. 

4,707 

18H4— Lucas. 

70J3S 

Findley, 

67.414 

»• 

"    Lucas. 

8,324 

iNSti— VanBuren. 

9(1.948 

Harrison. 

10o.4(r> 

»» 

"    Harrison, 

8,4.57 

IKis— Shannon, 

107.Si^ 

Vance. 

102.1-)<i 

•* 

"    Shannon. 

.5.7:^ 

lh40— Shannon, 

12JU12 

Corwin, 

14.).442 

" 

"    Corwin, 

16,i:k^ 

1S42— Shannon, 

lJJ).(H-4 

Corwin. 

12.5.621 

»» 

•'    Shannon, 

3.44:^ 

TIFFIN    AND    FORT    BALL. 

There  is  very  little  about  Tiffin  that  attracted  the  attention  of  people 
and  answered  as  an  inducement  for  new-comers  to  settle  down  here. 
There  was  nothing  inviting  to  the  immigrant.  Mr.  Hedges  offered  his 
lots  very  cheap,  indeed;  caused  the  county  seat  to  be  located  here,  se- 
cured the  removal  of  the  land  offices  here,  invested  money  to  improve 
the  town,  built  houses  and  mills  and  bridges,  assisted  in  securing  the 
post-office  on  this  side,  and  all  that,  but  the  thing  dragged  and  exhib- 
ited very  little  vitality  for  a  long  time.  Simeon  B.  Howard  bought  in- 
lots,  numbers  19,  20  and  21,  for  $60  on  credit.  Lots  could  be  bought 
on  almost  any  terms. 

After  the  few  first  cabins  were  put  up  in  the  woods,  and  a  few  trees 
cut  away  to  let  the  sun  shine  down  upon  them,  the  princij)al  streets 
were  opened,  and  thus  the  little  settlement  lingered  along  for  many 
years,  struggling  against  numerous  adversities.  The  locality  was 
sickly.  Mechanics  found  no  employment.  The  few  settlors  already 
here  had  no  money  to  build  with.  Those  that  brought  money  with 
them  preferred  to  invest  in  land,  and  there  was  no  chance  for  sj)ecula 
tion  with  a  view  of  immediate  profit.  Fort  Ball  seemed  to  have  the 
best  of  it  for  a  great  while.  The  elite  and  the  rich  gathered  there  and' 
looked  down  upon  a  Tiffinite  in  contempt.  They  had  the  best  store 
over  there  and  the  post-office,  and  McNeil's  corner  was  the  hub  of 
civilization. 

It  seemed  as  if  they  would  never  forgive  Mr.  Hedges  and  those  that 
acted  with  him,  for  the  location  of  the  county  seat  on  this  side.  They 
( ailed  the  commissioners,   that  located   the   county   seat,  very   hard 
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names;  charged  them  with  having  been  bribed,  and  predicted  that  all 
sorts  of  evils  would  follow.  Even  the  purchase  of  Fort  Ball  by  Mr 
Hedges,  failed*  for  a  time,  to  allay  this  bitter  feeling.  It  grew  into 
fever-heat  when  the  post-ofiice  was  removed  from  Fart  Ball  to  Ti!!in, 
and  Jacob  Plane  was  appointed  postmaster  on  this  side,  in  the  spring 
of  1829,  under  Jackson.  Even  Mr,  Hoagland,  the  ferryman,  became 
iio  incensed  against  Mr.  Hedges  that  at  every  session  of  the  court  he 
would  come  into  the  court  house  on  the  second  or  third  day  of  the 
term,  take  off  bis  big  stove-pipe  hat  at  the  door,  walk  up  to  the  judges* 
desk  with  measured  step,  in  his  long  brown  overcoat  reaching  down  to 
his  shoes,  holding  in  his  hand  a  large  role  uf  manuscript,  which  he 
would  lay  before  one  of  the  judges,  turn  round  and  walk  out  again  with 
an  air  of  triumph^  snapping  one  eye  at  the  bystanders.  In  this  manu- 
script he  complained  of  Mr.  Hedges  for  refusing  to  let  Hoagland  take 
stones  out  of  the  river,  and  many  other  things. 

Rut  the  little  town,  thus  languishing,  did  live  (as  the  lawyers  say): 
slowly  and  gradually  increasing  in  numbers,  until  about  the  year  1833 
it  numbered  probably  400  souls.  For  fourteen  years,  from  tlic  time  of 
its  plattmg,  it  was  under  the  government  of  Clinton  township,  having 
no  government  of  its  own  until  the  7th  day  of  March,  1S35,  the  legisla- 
ture  of  Ohio  passed  an  act  incorporating  the  town  of  Tiffin.  The  act 
contained  twenty-one  long  sections.  It  provided,  amongst  other  things, 
for  the  limit  of  taxation;  for  the  usr*  by  the  town  of  the  county  jail;  for 
the  election  and  appointment  of  officers;  for  building  of  sidewalks  and 
improving  the  streets;  for  providing  fire  apparatus;  for  punishing  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  etc.  The  town  embraced  the  first  plat  and 
first  southern  a'ddition. 

There  was  no  election  held  under  the  law  in  April,  1835,  ^^^  ^^ 
April.  1836.  Nobody  seemed  to  care  for  a  town  government,  but  in 
June,  1836,  the  following  notice  was  published  in  the  T(0ft  Gasetie^  vix: 

rORPORATIOX  ELECTION. 

Koticf?  is  hereby  givt^ii  tlisit  an  electiim  will  be  held  at  the  house  of  EU 
Nwnis,  on  Wednesday,  the  3Hli  in*it.,  for  the  purjxise  of  electing  olMcera  In 
confrmnity  to  the  pn)visions  of  the  iwX  inrnr|H>nUing  the  town  t>f  Tilllii, 

UKUIWE  W.t;i8T.  (iEOIKiE  PARK. 

Ni(  noLAS  c;EOTnirs,  m.  d.  cadwalladeu. 

M.  M.  MASON.  JOEL  STONE. 

t'HARLES  LEWIS,  J.  W.  MILLER. 

JOHN  ILVruHEfi.  DAVin  BErK. 
June  IH.  lS3*i. 

At  this  election  Dr.  H.  Kuhn  w^as  elected  the  first  mayor  of  the  town. 
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The  population  of  Tiffin  proper,  in  iS4o,was  728;  1850^  2  J 18;   1S60, 

5,992;   1870,  5,648,  and  in  1880,  7^882, 

Tiffin  outstripped  Fort  Ball  in  population  and  improvements. 
Business  clustered  around  tbe  public  square  and  along  Washington 
street,  where  it  is  yet  holding  sway  with  a  most  wonderful  tenacity. 
Tiffin  is  unlike  many  other  towns  in  the  west  in  this  respect,  where 
business  extends  into  various  streets;  but  here  it  must  be  conBned  in  a 
square  or  two  and  stick  there. 

No  reason  can  be  given  for  this  singular  freak,  because  there  is  no 
reason  nor  sense  in  it. 

Fort  Ball  had  no  organization  as  a  municipal  corporation  until  the 
legislaturCj  on  the  ijth  day  of  March,  1849,  passed  an  act  authorizing 
an  election  for  town  officers  to  be  held,  fixing  the  boundary,  giving  cor- 
jiorate  powers  to  the  new  town,  etc. 

Jacob  Flaugher  was  elected  the  first  mayor,  James  P.  Pillars  recorder, 
and  J.  H.  Kisinger  was  appointed  the  first  marshal  It  was  a  short- 
lived alTair,  and  no  other  election  was  ever  held  under  the  charter,  for 
the  organization  of  Tiffin,  as  a  city  of  the  second  class,  embraced  both 
towns  and  allayed  the  old  rival  jealousy  that  had  annoyed  both  sides  so 
many  years,  and  both  had  a  right  to  say  with  Shakespeare: 

''  Now  shall  the  winter  of 

our  tl i SCO u tent 
Become  glorious  simimer,  etc/' 

The  act,  incorporating  the  city  of  Tiffin  as  a  city  of  the  second  class 
was  passed  March  23d,  1850.     It  took  effect  from  and  after  its  passage. 

The  first  Action  provides  for  the  boundary  line  of  tl\e  new  city,  em- 
bracing both  towns^ — Tiffin  and  Fort  Ball — and  additional  territory.  In 
the  description  of  this  boundary  line  is  that  "big sycamore  tree"  (men- 
tioned  before)  and  the  little  brook — both  now  passed  away. 

Section  two  provides  for  the  election  of  not  less  than  three  nor  more 
than  five  councllmen,  from  each  ward,  who,  together  with  the  mayor. 
constituted  the  **  city  council." 

Section  three  provides  for  the  division  of  the  city  into  two  wards;  all 
east  of  the  river  to  be  the  first  ward,  and  all  Tvest  to  be  the  second 
ward. 

Section  four  fixes  the  term  of  the  ofllicers  to  be  one  year,  etc. 

Section  twenty-four  provides  for  an  election  to  be  held  in  the  month 

of  April,  1S50,  and  the  place  of  voting  to  be  designated  by  the  mayors 

and   council  of  Fort    Ball   and   Tiffin  jointly,   and  the  returns  to  be 

delivered  to  the  mayor  of  Tiffin. 
21 
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Section  twentv-five  repeals  the  acts  of  incorporaticm  of  Tiffin  .md 
Fort  BalL 

The  act  contains  twenty-six  sections;  was  prepared  by  the  wrucr  at 
the  request  of  the  councils  of  both  towns,  and  was  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature without  any  change. 

The  first  election   was  held  on  the  20th  of  April,  1850,  and  the  fol- 
lowing named  persons  were  elected,  viz; 
.    Mayor — William  Lang. 

Treasurer^ — Robert  Crum. 

Marshal — ^Samuel  H.  Kisingftr.  * 

Councilmen,  First  Ward — William  H.  Gibson,  William  H.  KeilhoU, 
Andrew  Denzer* 

Councilmen,  Second  Ward — Jacob  Flaugher,  W.  M.  Johnson,  George 
C.  Small 

J.  W,  Patterson,  the  last  mayor  of  the  town  of  Tiffin,  certified  the 
election  returns. 

On  the  1 6th  day  of  January*  1871,  the  city  council,  by  ordinance,  di- 
vided the  city  into  five  wards,  as  now.     They  are  as  follows: 

First  ward  is  all  north  of  Market  street,  to  the  riverj  extending  from 
Market  street  east  to  Circular;  thence  sooth  to  Rebecca;  thence  east 
along  Rebecca  to  an  alley  lying  east  of  lot  647;  thence  south  alonL^  said 
alley  to  Main;  thence  east  to  the  corporation  line. 

Second  ward — .-Kll  north  of  Miami  to  corporation  line,  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river. 

Third  ward — All  south  of  Miami  to  corporation  line,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  river. 

Fourth  ward^^AU  south  of  Market  and  west  of  Washington,  and  west 
of  Melmore  streets  to  the  corporation  line. 

Fifth  ward — All  east  of  Washington  and  Melmore,  and  south  of  Mar- 
ket and  the  south  and  west  line  of  the  first  ward. 

The  valuation  of  the  taxable  property  in  the  city  proper  for  1879  was 
^2,403,593.  The  city  tax  for  the  same  year  w*as  $83,087,83,  For  a 
number  of  years  past  the  annual  tax  of  the  city  has  averaged  three  per 
cent,  on  the  dollar  valuation. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the 

OFFICERS   OF  THE    CITY 

at  this  time  (1880); 

Mayor — Harrison  Noble. 
President  of  Council — Dn  J,  F.  E.  Fanning. 
Vice-President  of  Council — Dr.  J.  P.  Kinnaman. 
Clerk— C.  J.  M.  Sullivan, 
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The  treasurer  of  Seneca  county  is  the  treasurer  of  the  city  ex  officio. 

City  Solicitor — Perry  M.  Adams. 

Marshal — ^James  F.  George. 

Street  Commissioner — Scudder  Chamberlain. 

COUNCILMEN. 

First  ward — ^James  Love,  J.  P.  Kinnaman. 
Second  ward — ^John  Marsony,  Josiah  P.  Baker. 
Third  ward— J.  F.  E.  Fanning,  Charles  Sting. 
Fourth  ward — ^John  B.  Ehrenfried,  Ronaldo  A.  Gray. 
Fifth  ward-rPeter  Grammes,  Benjamin  Shinners. 

HARRISON    NOKLE. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Salt  Creek  township,  Wayne 
county,  Ohio,  where  his  father's  family  lived  on  a  farm,  on  the  28th  day 
of  January,  1826.  When  the  family  moved  to  Seneca  county  he  was 
about  ten  years  old.  He  attended  the  first  school  at  a  log  school 
house  that  his  father  and  the  neighbors  put  up  on  the  northeast  corner 
of  section  19,  in  Jackson  township.  It  was  a  school  house  of  the  kind 
they  had  in  those  days;  a  clap-board  roof,  pungeon  floor,  pungeon  seats 
and  pungeon  desks.  Bass-wood  logs  were  split  and  hewed  as  smooth 
as  possible,  holes  bored  into  the  logs  in  the  sides  of  the  house,  sticks 
driven  tightly  into  the  holes  and  the  hewed  pungeon,  laid  on  the  sticks, 
made  a  writing  desk.  Holes  bored  into  another  piece  of  pungeon  and 
legs,  about  eighteen  inches  long,  driven  into  them,  made  benches.  An 
older  brother  of  Harrison,  Washington  Noble,  the  oldest  son  of  the 
family,  taught  the  first  school  here.  He  had  forty  scholars  the  first 
winter.  The  house  was  warmed  from  a  large  fire-place  put  into  one 
end  of  the  school  house  that  took  a  four  foot  back  log.  The  end  of 
the  cabin  was  cut  out  and  a  sort  of  pen  built  on  the  outside.  On  the 
inside  of  this  pen,  having  three  sides,  stones  and  clay  were  put  up  some 
five  feet  high  for  the  back  and  sides  of  the  fire-place.  Upon  this  bank 
the  chimney  was  raised  with  sticks  and  clay  mortar.  The  wet  clay 
was  mixed  with  straw  to  keep  it  in  its  place  and  hold  it  together. 
Some  of  the  children  had  to  come  three  miles  to  school  through  the 
woods  by  paths  and  trails.  It  was  a  great  hardship  for  some  of  the 
smaller  ones  when  the  snow  was  deep  and  the  underbrush  full  of 
icicles.  Water  under  the  snow  was  often  knee-deep.  This  may  well 
be  called  getting  an  education  under  difficulties.  Children  attending 
the  beautiful  school  houses  in  Seneca  county  now,  can  scarcely  appre- 
ciate the  condition  of  the  first  schools  here.     The  large  airy  rooms  in 
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your  high  schools  now-a-days,  heated  by  hot-air  furnaces,  and  supplied. 
^with  beaiiiirnl  and  convenient  patent  desks,  were  not  to  be  thought  of 
tien. 

When  Harrison  grew  up  to  be  large  enough  to  work,  he  helped  his 
father  clear  landj  and  in  a  few  years  seventy  acres  were  cleared  on  the 
homestead  fann.  The  boys  had  their  sports  also  in  those  days*  It  was 
not  always  hard  work  and  no  play. 

He  was  a  very  good  coon  hunter,  and  kept  a  couple  of  blooded  coon 
dogs  with  which  he  would  scour  the  country  around  for  coon;  the 
Crossley  boys>  the  young  Bostons,  and  Hollopeters,  often  joining  him. 
One  night  Harrison  got  out  his  Indian  pony,  took  his  dogs  with  him 
and  went  to  Mud  creek,  where  he  caught  seven  coons.  Boys  often  got 
their  **  spending  money  *'  in  that  way. 

The  wolves  were  still  very  troublesome  then,  and  people  that  kept 
sheep  or  pigs  had  to  stable  them  for  protection. 

The  squirrels,  chip-monks  and  crows  were  so  numerous  and  trouble 
some  that  the  people  w(;?re  compelletl  to  make  war  upon  them,  Harri- 
son often  collected  a  lot  of  boys  with  guns  and  ammunition  for  a  squirrel 
hunt,  l*hey  appointed  two  captains,  who  picked  their  men  one  at  a 
tinic,  "  turn  about;"  then  they  started  in  all  directions.  They  were  to 
meet  at  a  certain  place,  and  the  party  that  had  the  least  number  of 
squirrel-tails,  lost  )he  price,  which  was  two  bushels  of  corn  which  the 
losing  party  had  to  furnish.  The  plumes  of  the  left  wings  of  crows, 
hawks  or  buzzards  were  also  counted  for  so  many  squirrel -tails. 

The  boys  also  organized  debating  societies  and  spelling  schools, 
which  were  held  often  at  private  houses,  and  which  were  a  source  of 
pleasure  and  mutual  improvement. 

The  winters  of  i844'-5  young  Noble  spent  at  the  college  in  Obcrlin, 
and  in  TS46  he  attended  the  Seneca  county  academy  in  Republic.  In 
the  winter  of  1846-7  he  taught  a  school  in  Tiffin,  occupying  one  of  the 
upper  rooms  in  the  two-story  brick  school  house,  still  standing,  on  the 
north  side  of  Market  street,  near  the  corner  of  Monroe  and  Market, 
Mrs.  Gibbs,  a  Mr,  Collins,  and  the  writer  were  all  the  other  teachers 
then  eoyployed  in  Tiffin.  Collins  was  a  tall,  slender  man,  had  a  wife 
and  child,  was  a  preacher,  and  made  terrible  war  on  the  Masons  and 
<Jdd  Fellows.  He  was  going  to  break  down  their  lodges  and  build 
the  church  of  God  upon  their  ruins.  He  returned  to  Wooster,  where 
iie  formerly  lived,  and  did  not  behave  very  well  after  his  return.  IK 
'left  no  ruins  but  his  own. 

In  the  following  year  Noble  entered  the  office  of  his  brother,  VVarren 
P.,   to   read  law.     During  his  studies  he  taught  a  school  in  Liberty 
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township  four  months^  and  boarded  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Eden  I^easc, 
who  was  then  shcriflTof  Seneea  county-  Mr.  Lease  very  often  had  more 
writs  to  serve  than  he  could*  well  attend  to  alone,  and  employed  Mr, 
Noble  to  assist  him.  By  these  services  and  taking  his  wages  as  school 
teacher,  he  succeeded  in  paymg  his  boarding  until  1849,  when  he  was 
admitted  to  practice  law.  Hi  then  immediately  became  a  partner  of 
his  brother,  Warren  P.,  in  the  practice,  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  P. 
and  H.  Noble. 

This  firm  continued  in  business  until  the  istofMay,  1874,  when 
Harrison  ^^oble  formed  a  new  firm  with  Mr.  Nelson  B.  Lutes,  in  the 
practice  of  law.  This  association  continued  until  the  ist  i»f  May,  t88o, 
six  years,  when  it  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent. 

In  1853  Mn  Noble  was  elected  city  solicitor  of  Tiffin,  and  served 
two  terms,  receiving  $50  per  year  as  his  salary.  In  1859  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  city  council,  and  served  twelve  years,  his  term 
expiring  about  the  time  of  the  great  fire,  April  13th,  1872. 

In  1863,  while  the  militia  of  Ohio  was  being  re-organi^ed  and  regi 
menls  formed,  Seneca  county  had  two  regiments.  Mr.  Noble  w; 
elected  colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment. 

In  1864,  Mr.  George  S.  Christlip  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
county  convention  as  their  candidate  for  director  of  the  Seneca 
county  infirmary,  and  a  few  days  before  the  election,  his  health  failing 
him  very  rapidly,  Mr.  Christlip  informed  the  Democratic  central  com- 
mittee  that  he  would  not  live  to  serve,  and  declined  to  have  his  name 
put  upon  the  ticket.  The  committee,  without  the  knowledge  of  Mr. 
Noble,  had  his  name  printed  upon  the  tickets,  in  place  of  Mr.  Christlip's. 
He  was  thereupon  elected  to  that  office,  and  served  until  1870,  It  was 
customary  with  the  directors  of  the  infirmary  to  keep  their  own  treasury, 
receive  and  pay  out  money,  keeping  their  own  accounts.  Upon  the 
urgent  request  of  Mr.  Noble,  it  was  made  a  ride  of  the  board  to  pay  all 
the  moneys  received  by  the  board  into  the  treasury  of  the  county,  to  be 
drawn  out  upon  the  order  of  the  county  auditor,  after  having  been 
passed  upon  by  theboard.     The  rule  is  in  vogue  still,  and  works  very  well. 

Mr.  Noble  is  the  present  mayor  of  Tiffin,  to  which  office  he  was 
elected  in  1879.  On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1858,  he  was  married  to  Mrs, 
Minerva,  the  sixth  daughter  of  Josiah  Hedges,  and  two  sons  are  all  the 
children  of  this  union.  Harry  H.,  the  oldest,  is  now  a  student  at  Notre 
Dame  University,  at  South  Bend,  Indiana,  and  Birdie  M.  is  attending 
the  union  schools  of  Tiffin,  Mr.  Noble  has  an  extensive  practice,  and 
takes  a  lively  interest  in  the  growth,  the  progress  and  the  development 
of  the  material  resources  of  the  city  and  county. 
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Soon  after  their  marriage  the  young  couple  comnieiiced  housekeep- 
ing in  their  pleasant  home  on  the  corner  of  Jefferson  and  Market, 
where  they  still  reside. 

PLANK    ROADS. 

In  this  year  (1849),  on  the  aid  day  of  March,  tlie  general  assembly 
of  Ohio  also  passed  an  act  incorporating  the  Lower  Sandusky,  Tiffin 
and  Fort  Ball  plank  road  company.  Ralph  P.  Auckland,  John  R 
Peas,  John  L.  Green,  James  Justice,  and  John  Bell,  of  Sandusky  county; 
l.oren/o  Abbott,  Calvin  Clark,  Benjamin  Tomb,  Cyrus  Pool,  Vincent 
Bell,  John  W.  Patterson,  Warren  P.  Noble,  and  Rezin  W.  Shawhan,  of 
Seneca  county:  Chester  R.  Mott,  Joseph  McCutchen,  Robert  McKelley, 
and  Andrew  McElvain,  of  Wyandot  county,  and  all  others  associated 
with  them,  by  subscribing  stock,  were  made  a  body  corporate  and 
politic. 

Another  company,  called  the  Tiffin  and  Osceola  plank  road  company, 
was  aUo  chartered,  and  both  roads  put  in  operation  A  branch  road 
i  Fostoria  to  intersect  the  former,  north  of  the  mouth  of  Wolf 
1;,  was  also  laid.  Toll-gates  were  erected  and  tolls  collected. 
These  answered  the  purpose  for  awhile,  and  were  very  popirlar  until 
they  be^an  to  give  way  by  the  rotting  of  the  plank.  The  tollsrollcctcd 
proved  insufficient  to  keep  up  the  necessary  repairs  and  other  expenses. 
Subscribers  were  assessed  to  pay  a  second  time,  a  work  that  always  has 
a  tendency  to  injure  the  popularity  of  any  joint  stock  company.  Mean- 
while the  roads  became  worthless  and  were  abandoned;  toll-gates  broke 
down,  and  the  supervisors  of  common  highways  removed  the  [>lank  by 
putting  them  on  piles  and  burning  them  tip.  The  stockholders  lost 
every  dollar  they  invested;  never  realized  anything,  and  thus  ended 
another  wild,  impracticable,  foolish  experiment. 

For  many  years  past,  some  of  our  citizens  agitated  the  propriety  of 
building  pikes  in  Seneca  county.  The  great  inexhaustible  quantity  of 
stone  in  the  county  suitable  for  that  purpose,  the  bad  condition  of  the 
roads  every  winter  and  spring,  together  with  the  landed  wealth  and 
general  enteqmsc  of  our  citizens,  seemed  to  warrant  such  a  meajsure  as 
wi^e  and  necessary.  During  the  past  winter  (1879-S0I,  meetings  were 
held  in  several  townships,  and  in  Tiffin,  in  which  the  subject  was  dis- 
ctissed,  and  finally  the  county  commissioners  were  prevailed  upon  to 
publish  a  notice  in  the  Tiffin  papers,  calling  upon  the  voters  at  the 
election  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  iHSo,  to  vote  on  the  subject,  yes 
or  no.  If  a  majority  of  the  votcij  cast  had  been  in  favor  of  pikes,  the 
commissioners  would  have  commenced  the  work  under  the  law.  The 
subject  is  still  very  fresh  in  the  minds  of  all,  and  no  attempt  will  be 
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made  to  give  the  various  reasons  assigned  by  those  opposed,  why  the 
measure  should  be  defeated,  and  so  large  a  portion  of  our  people  voted 
against  pikes.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  when  the  votes  were  counted,  it 
was  found  that  only  1,578  voted  for  pikes,  while  5,156  votes  were  cast 
against  the  proposition.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  an  improvement  so 
highly  needed  in  our  county,  should  find  so  few  friends.  Tiffin  alone 
gave  a  majority  in  favor,  some  500.  All  other  election  precincts  in 
the  county  gave  large  majorities  against  the  measure.  In  Big  Spring, 
a  township  that  needs  good  roads  as  badly  as  any  other  locality  in  the 
county,  in  a  vote  of  521,  there  was  only  one  vote  in  favor  of  pikes. 

The  far  or  the  near  future  must  solve  this  question.  The  present 
generation  prefers  to  stick  in  the  mud. 

THE    TELEGRAPH. 

About  1849,  the  first  line  of  telegraph  was  constructed  through  Tif- 
fin, along  the  Mad  River  and  Lake  Erie  (now  C.  S.  &  C.)  Railroad.  A 
joke  in  connection  with  this  enterprise  is  almost  too  good  to  be  lost. 
Mr.  Christopher  Snyder,  the  merchant,  was  a  good  deal  of  a  wag,  and 
whenever  he  had  a  chance  to  get  a  "rig"  on  anyone,  would  spare 
neither  friend  nor  foe. 

Mr.  Balthasar  Ries  was  a  German  barber,  and  lived  on  East  Market 
street.  For  many  years  he  was  in  the  habit  of  calling  upon  his  cus- 
tomers at  their  houses,  stores  or  shops,  to  shave  them  or  cut  their 
hair.  He  had  a  frame  with  two  hooks  to  hang  over  the  back  of  a 
chair,  with  a  perpendicular  piece  that  slid  up  ami  down  and  having  a 
cushion  on  top  to  lay  the  head  upon.  He  would  carry  this  frame  with 
him  on  his  left  arm,  on  which  were  also  suspended  a  few  clean  towels. 
He  was  also  supplied  with  a  large  tin  cup,  full  of  hot  water,  some  soap, 
a  brush,  a  few  razors  and  a  pair  of  scissors.  Thus  fitted  out,  he  started 
on  his  beat — a  traveling  barber  shop. 

Mr.  Ries  was  a  small  man,  very  active  and  nervous,  with  blacTc  hair 
and  black  eyes,  pale  face,  polite  and  cleanly  in  his  habits,  but  very 
credulous.  Anything  Mr.  Snyder  said  was  as  good  as  gospel  to  him. 
One  time,  while  he  had  Snyder  down  in  a  chair  in  his  store,  with  lather 
ail  over  his  face,  Reis  wanted  Snyder  to  tell  him  what  those  high  poles 
along  the  railroad  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  were  for.  He  said  he 
had  seen  men  climb  up  on  them  and  fasten  a  wire  from  one  to  another, 
etc.  Snyder  was  in  a  hurry  to  get  done,  and  was  not  inclined  to  talk 
much;  but  Reis  insisted  on  knowing  all  about  it,  and  kept  on  quizzing 
and  asking  questions.  Finally  Snyder  told  Reis  that  that  was  a  new 
way  to  go  to  California.    (The  gold  fever  was  then  at  high  tide).     This 
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remark  made  bad  worse  wiih  Mr.  Ries,  and  he  was  bound  lo  have  a 
full  description  of  the  thing.  Finally  Snyder  told  him  that  travel  by 
steamer  around  Cape  Horn  was  very  expensive  and  dangerous,  and  ro 
avoid  both,  this  plan  had  been  adopted;  that  when  the  work  was  com- 
pleted clear  to  San  Francisco  an  iron  saddle  would  be  placed  across 
ihe  wires  to  hold  the  traveler  and  his  baggage,  and  when  all  was  ready 
the  thing  would  be  touched  o(T  bfchind  him,  and  that  would  send  hiro 
across  the  country  to  San  Francisco,  where  he  would  be  received  on  a 
pile  of  straw,  and  from  whence  he  could  go  to  tht  inlne^  when  he  w^^ 
ready. 

All  this  seemed  very  reasonable  to  Ries,  but  he  said  we  lived  in  a 
most  wonderful  age,  when  improvements  were  made  in  all  departments 
of  life;  and  finishing  dressing  Snyder's  hair,  he  went  away.  He  was 
gone  about  an  hour»  when  he  returned  very  much  excited,  and  setting 
his  tin  cup  on  the  counter  with  such  violence  that  the  water  flew  m 
all  directions,  and  shaking  his  fist  at  Snyder,  threatened  that  he  would 
never  again  believe  anything  he  said:  that  people  down  street  had 
laughed  at  him  when  he  told  them  of  the  new  way  of  going  to  Califor- 
nia, etc.  Snyder  said  that  Joe  Ranker  had  told  him  the  same  story,  and 
he  did  not  know  any  better  himself,  etc.;  but  Ries  went  away  in  a  very 
nervous,  angry  mood. 


Among  the  early  pioneers  in  Fort  Ball  was  also  Andrew  Love,  who 
lived  on  the  bluff  on  the  McCutchenville  road,  where  the  river  comes 
up  close  to  the  road. 

Another  pioneer,  on  the  Tiffin  side,  was  Alexander  Mason,  He  built 
and  opened  the  *'Eagle  Hotel,"  on  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Perry  streets.  It  was  a  two  story  brick  building,  and  received  a  third 
story  when  Mn  R.  VV\  Shawhan  became  the  owner,  who  fitted  up  and 
enlarged  the  hotel,  when  it  was  christened  the  "Shawhan  House,"  J.  W. 
Patterson,  proprietor.  Mason  kept  there  in  1834  and  1835;  Patterson 
opened  the  Shawhan  House  in  1850.  The  hotel  has  retained  its  name 
ev  er  since,  under  several  proprietors,  among  whom  P.  P,  Myers,  who 
really  built  up  the  reputation  of  the  house  and  kept  it  the  longest,  was 
the  most  popular. 

THK   TIFFIN    SCHOOLS. 

There  were  but  few  children  among  the  early  settlers  in  Tiftin,  and 
yet  to  secure  a  site  and  build  a  school  house  was  one  of  the  firsi  public 
rares  and  enlisted  the  support  of  everybody.  Application  was  made 
to  Mr.  Hedges  for  a  lot  to  build  a  school  house  upon,  and  on  the  first 
day  of  February,  1828,  Mr,  Hedges  executed  a  deed  lo  George  Don- 


mk 


THE   SCHOOLS    OF    TIFFIN. 


329 


aldson,  Jacob  Plane,  and  Rrchard  Sneath,  school  directors  of  school 
district  number  four,  Clinton  township^  for  in-lot  numbered  forty-two 
(42 ).  It  is  situate  on  the  north  side  of  Market  street,  next  west  of  the 
northwest  corner  of  Market  and  Monroe.  The  deed  has  a  whereas  to 
it  and  commences  in  these  words:  '^Whereas,  heretofore  Josiah  Hedges 
has  laid  out  and  established  a  town  by  the  name  of  the  town  of  Tiftin, 
situate  upon  fractional  section  19,  T,  2  R.  15,  and  whereas  a  patent 
has  been  issued  to  said  Hedges,  etc.     Now,  therefore/'  etc. 

A  little  one-story  brick  school  house  was  built  by  these  directors 
upon  this  lot  close  by  the  pavement,  lengthwise  with  the  street.  It  had 
room  for  about  60  scholars.  The  door  w^as  near  its  south  east  corner. 
There  was  one  window  at  the  east  end,  back  of  the  teacher's  desk,  and 
two  windows  in  each  of  the  other  sides.  Here  the  various  denomina- 
tions held  their  meetings  until  they  had  churches  of  their  own.  The 
Protestant  Methodists  especially  occupied  the  school  house  very  often 
on  Sunday  and  held  their  quarterly  meetings  there  when  the  little  school 
house  was  crowded  to  overflowing. 

After  the  school  house  was  finished  and  a  new  set  of  directors  had 
been  elected  a  notice  was  published  in  the  Seneca  Patriot  for  a  teacher 
in  the  following  form: 

A   TEACHER   WANTED, 

.\  srentleman  wlto  is  well  versed  in  arithmetin.  EuKlish  tfiiuiimar  ami 
jifeography.  arui  can  give  Hatisfactnry  reference  for  gixxl  moral  conduct  and 
stearlv  habits,  is  wanted  to  teach  the  distriet  school  in  Tiflin,  It  is  desinihlp 
that  application  should  l>e  made  before  t!ie  first  of  November  next,  as  the 
fvf^hool  will  be  vacant.  HENRY  CRONISE,        )  ^  ..     .  nu.^^...,^ 

MILTON  JENNINGS,    f  ^^^^'^*^^  Directors. 

Septemljer  28, 1832. 

Under  this  notice  Mr.  Benjamin  Crockett  made  application  and  was 
employed,  and  he  continued  to  teach  here  for  several  years  thereafter. 
The  writer  made  his  acquaintance  in  the  winter  following  the  fall  of 
1S53.  By  my  contract  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  cabinet  maker  with 
Boss  Phillips,  I  was  entitled  to  four  months'  night  school  at  the  boss' 
expense.  Apprentices  were  compelled  to  work  every  night  at  the 
bench  until  9  o'clock,  except  on  Saturday  night,  so  that  the  loss  of 
time  and  the  payment  of  the  teacher  were  to  be  taken  in  consideration. 
P*or  want  of  a  teacher  of  a  night  .school,  I  traded  my  four  months* 
night  school  for  30  days'  day  school  in  the  fore  part  of  the  summer  of 
1854  and  to  go  to  Mr.  Crockett,  His  school  this  summer  w^as  attended 
by  a  few  ftaxen-headed  children  and  the  writer  was  one  of  a  few  larger 
boys  that  attended.  All  the  time  Mr.  Crockett  and  the  writer  could 
spend  together  was  cqtially  divided  between  us.     While  Mr,  C.  w^ould 
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take  much  pains  to  instnjct  me  in  English  grammar  and  pronouncing 
words  correctly  in  reading  the  history  of  the  United  States,  he  took  the 
other  half  of  my  time  to  receive  instructions  in  mathematics  and  in  the 
geography  of  Europe.  Thus  ray  thirty  days  passed  away  and  I  became 
a  graduate  of  Mr.  Crockett's  first  school  in  Tiffin.  This  constituted 
the  sum  total  of  ray  schooling  in  America,  and  it  was  not  long  after, 
that  the  school  examiners  of  Tiffin,  Joshua  Seney,  Oliver  Cowdry 
and  Frederick  Singer,  gave  me  a  certificate^ of  qualification  to  teach 
school,  when  I  became  one  of  the  first  teachers  in  the  two-story  brick, 
still  standing  on  the  same  lot,  now  occupied  for  a  shop. 

The  little  old,  one-story  school  house  was  torn  away  in  about  1844 
and  the  two-story  brick  put  up  a  little  further  from  the  street,  with  four 
rooms. 

Here  all  the  schools  in  Tiffin  were  accommodated  until  the  young 
city  organized  under  the  union  school  system  and  preparations  were 
made  to  build  the  beautiful  school  house  on  South  Monroe  street,  now 
known  as  the  high  school  building. 

Simultaneously  with  the  organization  of  the  city  of  Tiffin,  the  ques- 
tion of  inaugurating  the  union  school  system  under  the  law,  agitated  the 
minds  of  some  of  our  people  also.  Opinions  as  to  its  propriety  dif- 
fered very  widely.  The  proud  position  that  Ohio  occupies  in  her 
educational  department,  when  she  taxes  her  wealth  to  educate  her 
youth — in  other  words — when  she  makes  the  owners  of  property  pay 
taxes  to  educate  the  children  of  those  who  do  not  pay  taxes  for  want 
of  property— was  not  appreciated  by  all  our  citizens.  The  friends  of 
the  measure  were  the  taxpayers,  the  wealthy  men  of  the  city,  one  of  the 
most  active  of  whom  was  Mr,  R.  W.  Shawan,  who  had  no  child  to  edu- 
cate and  paid  the  largest  amount  of  taxes  of  any  man  in  the  county. 
To  his  honor  be  it  said — the  success  of  the  measure  depended  largely 
on  the  part  he  took  in  its  favor.  Remarkable  as  it  may  seem,  the 
enemies  of  the  proposition  were  the  poorer  classes,  who  generally  have 
the  most  children  to  educate.  Nineteen  of  these,  who  worked  hard, 
electioneering  for  votes  against  the  measure  all  day,  were  the  heads  of 
families  averaging  five  children  to  each,  and  whose  taxes  on  the  dupli- 
cate added  together  for  all  purposes  did  not  reach  the  sum  of  thirty 
dollars. 

The  vote  was  taken  in  September,  1850,  and  a  handsome  majority 
secured  in  its  favor.  In  October  following,  at  the  election  for  mem- 
bers of  the  school  boardj  the  following  were  elected,  viz.: 

William  Lang,  William  D,  Searles,  George  Knupp,  A,  C,  Baldwin,  VV. 
H.  Reilholts,  W.  H.  Gibson. 
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At  the  first  meettng  of  the  board,  held  on  the  first  day  of  November, 

1550,  William  Lang  was  elected  president,  W.  H.  Gibson,  secretaryi 
and  A.  C.  Baldwin  treasurttr.  The  board  then  also  appointed  Messrs. 
J,  H.  Pittenger,  R.  O.  Pennington  and  R.  R.  Dement  as  a  board  of 
examiners.  Thus  the  new  system  was  set  on  foot,  and  thousands  of 
children  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  these  union  schools  during  ihese 
thirty  years  last  past. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  first  corps  of  teachers  employed  by  the 
board,  viz.: 

Miss  E,  Augsptirger — German  school — she  furnishing  her  own 
room,  $20  per  month;  Mrs,  Sarah  Sands,  also  furnishing  her  own 
room,  820  per  month:  Miss  Elizabeth  Croniseand  Miss  C,  Coffin,  each 
515  per  month;  William  Pltzgeralds,  $24  per  month:  Samuel  Nolan, 
I22  per  month;  Miss  Maria  Andrew,  S15  per  month;  Thomas  J. 
Cronise,  $24  per  month. 

The  small  amount  of  the  school  fund  was  equally  divided  among  the 
three  terms,  and  for  want  of  suihcient  means  to  pay  the  teachers»  a  tax 
of  from  one  cent  to  one  and  one-half  cents  a  day  (according  to  class) 
was  assessed  on  each  scholar  in  attendance  for  that  term.  This  mode 
of  taxation  lasted  only  one  year  and  was  dropped. 

Rev.  R*  R.  Bement  was  employed  to  superintend  the  schools  during 
this  winter  only,  for  which  the  board  paid  him  ^12,  on  the  ist  of  May* 

1551,  On  the  same  day  the  board  oflfered  Mr.  S.  S.  Rickley,of  Colum- 
bus, $400  salary  as  superintendent  of  the  union  schools,  with  the 
privilege  of  allowing  him  time  also  to  teach  a  class  in  Heidelberg  Col- 
lege. The  offer  was  accepted,  and  Mr.  Rick  ley  was  the  first  superin- 
tendent of  the  Tiftin  union  schools. 

In  1852  the  board  purchased  in-lots  numbers  279  and  280,  in  the 
rthen)  second  ward,  where  they  erected  the  first  union  school  house  in 
the  city,  the  same  year,  at  an  expense  (including  $900  paid  for  the  lots)  of 
^6,000.     This  is  the  school  house  immediately  west  of  St.  Mary's  church. 

In  1854  the  board  bought  of  Mr.  Hedges  the  large  lot  upon  which 
the  present  high  school  building  now  stands,  and  on  the  28th  of  March. 
1855,  they  resolved  that  when  they  should  build  a  school  house  there, 
it  should  be  put  away  from  the  street  125  feet. 

On  the  nth  of  April,  1855,  a  meeting  of  the  voters  in  the  city  w^as 
held,  in  compliance  with  notice,  and  a  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted  to  build  another  school  house  in  the  city,  and  the  board  were 
authorized  to  levy  a  tax  of  two  mills  un  the  dollar  of  all  the  taxable 
property  in  the  city  for  the  year  1855,  -ind  three  mills  for  1856,  1857, 
1 85 84  and  1859^  for  that  purpose. 
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On  the  22d  day  of  November,  1855,  at  a  public  meeting,  the  board 
was  authorized  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of 
S6,ooo,  to  be  used  in  the  building  of  the  new  school  house,  and  interest 
not  to  exceed  ten  per  cent. 

On  the  loth  of  June,  1856,  the  board  passed  a  resolution  to  lay  the 
corner-stone  of  the  new  school  house  with  appropriate  ceremonies,  and 
to  invite  the  Rev.  L,  Andrew  to  deliver  the  address. 

On  the  20th  of  January,  1857,  another  public  meeting,  held  at  the 
rnayor*s  office,  resolved  to  instruct  the  school  board  to  proceed  and 
finish  the  new  school  building,  and  to  levy  additional  taxes  on  all  the 
taxable  property  in  Tiffin,  for  that  purpose,  as  follows  : 

For  the  year  1857,  one  and  one-half  mills  additional;  for  the  year 
1S58,  one  and  one-half  mills  additional;  for  the  year  1859,  one  and 
one-half  mills  additional;  for  the  year  i860,  three  and  seven-tenths 
mills  on  the  dollar;  for  the  year  1861,  three  and  seven  tenths  mills  on 
the  dollar;  for  the  year  1862,  three  and  six-tenths  mills  on  the  dollar; 
for  the  year  1863^  three  and  seven-tenths  mills  on  the  dollar,  and  to 
borrow  another  sum  of  money  for  that  purpose,  not  exceeding  S8,ooo; 
to  issue  bonds,  etc. 

In  1859  the  third  story  was  finished  inside,  and  the  first  high  school 
organized  that  fall. 

The  building,  with  the  site,  cost  at  least  $45,000. 

By  a  special  vote  of  the  citizens,  January  30,  1871,  the  board  was 
authorized  to  build  two  additional  school  houses]  one  in  the  first  ward 
(college  hill),  and  one  in  the  second  ward  (as  now).  On  the  17th  of 
February,  1871,  the  board  contracted  for  both  of  these  structures,  and 
had  them  put  up  at  an  expense  of  $7,500  each,  sites  included. 

In  1878  the  board  buiU  the  large  school  house  in  the  (now)  third 
ward,  in  Fishbaugh's  addition,  at  a  cost,  including  site,  of  S5, 800,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  about  ^72,000  invested  in  school  houses  and  lots 

There  are  at  this  time  about  2,700  youths  in  Tiffin  entitled  to  public 
instruction.     The  school  fund  for  the  year  1879  ^'^^  ^*9i3*5>34- 

The  board  employe  one  superintendent  and  twenty-nine  teachers,  of 
whom  the  following  is  a  list»  including  their  respective  salaries  : 

,J.  \\\  Knolt.  siip^t.,.. _  :^l.iiiKJ 

H,  F.  Myers,  prinripal  2d  dis. . 
Susie  H.  Piatt,  prhi.  highst^licml 
Lissette  Htnhig.  prin,  Ger.    '* 

Afrs.  Mar>   Zartnian 

Mattie  MeLain. 

Siiin  uel  MrKitriek ... . . 

iVlia  WilUams , 


lUKJ 

Hal  lie  Leuvitt 

:«i;{75 

WX) 

Olesta  Sltnier 

3C0 

70(1 

Amelia  Sauer.  ,....,,   . . 

SoO 

vm 

Veuie  Metx, 

.....    tm 

475 

I^nora  Mitchell... . 

a75 

175 

Jessie  riH>njmn..... 

m& 

Am 

Emma  Merkellwich, 

:kx) 

400 

Laura  Freyman, . , . 

300 

•f^^ 
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Minnie  Holt S400  Mary  Ilartman $m) 

Kate  Sujjhro 375  Warren  E.  Brinkerhoof 300 

Frankie  Van  Pelt 375  Romanus  R.  Bour 300 

Cora  Pew 375  Martha  Gwyim 250 

\'ictoria  Sawyer 375  Belle  Byrne 250 

Hosa  Myers 375  Flora  Baraes 2.")0 

Flora  Poorman 375 

There  are  three  German  schools. 

The  following  named  gentlemen  constitute  the  present  board  of  edu- 
cation of  Tiffin,  viz: 

President— Dr.  E.  B.  Hubbard. 

Secretary — Henry  Brohl. 

Treasurer — Warren  P.  Noble. 

Prof.  C.  O.  Knepper,  Jacob  F.  Bunn,  William  Lang. 

DR.    E.    n.    HUBBARD 

Was  born  December  28,  1840,  at  Chester,  Hamden  county,  Massachu- 
setts, where  his  father  was  a  prominent  business  man.  He  graduated 
at  Hinsdale  academy,  Massachusetts,  and  prepared  to  enter  Williams 
college,  but  his  father  failing  in  heavy  western  land  speculations,  pre- 
vented it.  In  1857  he  came  west  with  his  brother,  Dwight,  and  stoppe<l 
at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  where  both  engaged  in  teaching,  Dwight  being 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  schools  there.  Dr.  Hubbard  remained 
here  three  years,  and  is  mentioned  in  the  history  of  Huron  and  Krie 
counties  as  having  been  a  very  successful  teacher.  In  i860  he  was 
called  east  to  become  supervisor  of  the  state  primary  schools  at  Mon- 
son,  Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  two  years  and  pursued  his 
medical  studies  in  the  large  hospital  connected  with  that  institution; 
being,  however,  more  interested  in  the  preparation  of  drugs  and  medi- 
cines than  in  the  medical  practice,  he  chose  that  branch  of  the  pro- 
fession. On  severing  his  connection  with  this,  one  of  Massachusetts' 
noblest  state  institutions,  he  entered  the  pharmacy  of  Dr.  Hutchins,  in 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  and  applied  hiiftself  to  the  thorough  mastery 
of  every  detail  of  the  drug  business.  He  began  business  life  as  a 
junior  partner  in  the  drug  store  of  Barrows  and  Hubbard,  at  Amherst, 
Massa(  husetts.  His  partner  was  a  physician  widely  known,  a  disciple 
of  the  old  school,  devoting  his  time  to  his  extensive  practice,  leaving 
Dr.  Hubbard  in  the  entire  control  of  the  store.  With  an  intention  of 
locating  in  Chicago,  he  sold  out  his  business  at  Amherst,  and  came  as 
far  we.st  as  Bellevue,  Ohio,  where  he  stopped  to  visit  old  friends,  and 
was  persuaded  to  buy  an  interest  in  a  drug  store  there.  The  firm  was 
known  by  the  name  of  Ooodson  and  Hubbard.     In  January,  1874,  he 
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cnmt  to  Tiffin  and  entered  into  partnership  with  Dr  H.  K.  Hcrsbiter, 

in  the  well  known  corner  drng  *jtorc  on  Market  and  Washington.  At 
the  close  of  the  first  year  he  bouf(ht  bis  parincr*s  interest,  and  has  re- 
n^tined  in  successful  business  tiierc  ever  since.  Ever  since  his  location 
here  Dr.  Hubbard  has  taken  a  very  lively  interest  in  every  measure 
calculated  to  |iromote  the  growth  and  welfare  of  Tiffin,,  his  adopted 
city,  especially  in  her  educational  interests.  He  has  been  twice  elected 
a  member  of  the  school  board;  first  in  1S77,  and  again  in  iS8o»  and 
has  been  president  of  the  board  since  187S.  He  vvas  married  to  Miss 
Helen  M-,  daughter  of  Judge  Sawyer*  of  Nashua,  New  Hampshire,  on 
the  27th  day  of  August,  1875,  and  Clara  S.  and  Sheldon  B,  Hubbard 
help  to  make  the  household  lively. 

C.  O.  KXEPPER 

was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  20th  of  October* 
1836,  the  oldest  son  of  Jonathan  and  Margaret  Kneppen  He  gradu- 
ated from  Heidelberg  college  in  the  class  of  1S62,  and  from  the  semi- 
nary in  Mercersburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1864*  He  was  superintendent 
of  the  schools  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  of  Waverly,  in  the  same  state. 
On  the  24th  day  of  June,  1868,  he  was  married  to  S,  Grace  Dunnell, 
daughter  of  David  DunnelK  of  Massachusetts,  the  bride  then  living  in 
Waterloo.  This  union  was  blessed  with  three  children,  one  son  and 
two  daughters.  In  187 1  he  was  elected  professor  of  the  Alumni  of 
Heidelberg  and  took  charge  of  his  position*  in  1872,  In  the  spring  of 
1879  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Tiffin, 

HKNRY    BROHL 

was  bom  in  the  city  of  Bonn,  on  the  Rhine,  on  the  10th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 183 1.  He  attended  the  academy  and  university  at  Bonn,  and 
before  he  had  time  to  graduate  he  left  his  native  city  and  country;  be 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  Sandusky  City  in  the  spring  of  1851. 
Mr.  Brohl  had  also  applied  himself  to  the  mercantile  business  while  he 
lived  in  his  native  city,  and  \<'hcn  he  removed  from  Sandusky  City  to 
Tiffin  in  1S55  he  entered  into  copartnership  with  E.  T,  Abbott  in  the 
business  of  wholesale  grocers.  He  continued  in  this  firm  until  in  1S57 
he  entered  into  partnership  with  Robert  Crum  in  Tiffin  in  the  sale  of 
groceries  and  liquors.  The  business  was  conducted  by  this  firm  until 
1865,  when  Mr.  Brohl  opened  a  saloon,  which  he  has  conducted  suc- 
ceisfully  ever  since.  In  1856  Mr.  Brohl  was  married  to  Misj 
Catharine  Krauts,  of  Sandusky  City.  This  union  was  blessed  with 
seven  children,  who  are  all  living.  He  was  elected  to  the  school 
board  in  1877. 
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The  reader  who  desires  to  see  short  biographical  sketches  of  the 
other  present  living  members  of  the  school  board  of  Tiffin,  will  find 
them  in  chapter  23,  under  the  heads  of  Warren  P.  Noble,  Jacob  Bunn, 
and  William  Lang. 


CHAPTER  XXL 


THE    BANKS    OF    TlFFlN-INSURANCE     COMPANIES-SBCRET     AND     BENEV- 

OLENT  SOCIETIES. 


IN  the  spring  of  1S47  the  question  of  establishing  a  bank  in  Tiffin  was 
agitated  by  some  of  the  moniedmen  in  the  place,  and  it  became  appar- 
ent very  soon  that  rival  interests  were  growing  into  conflicting  propor- 
tions. One  wing  followed  the  leadership  of  R.  W,  Shawhan,  and  the 
other,  that  of  Rufus  W.  Reid,  the  leading  rival  merchants  of  Tiffin  at 
that  time.  To  the  outside  world  it  seemed  at  times  that  one  party 
would  succeed,  and  then  the  other,  but  finally  Mr.  Reid,  who  never 
was  very  scrupulous  in  any  thing,  succeeded  in  securing  a  charter. 

On  the  lath  day  of  July,  1847,  Benjamin  Tomb,  William  H.  Gibson, 
Samuel  VVaggoner,  R.  G.  Pennington^  Alfred  Johnson,  R.  VV.  Reid, 
Daniel  Smith,  William  Fleet,  William  M.  Buel,  and  Daniel  Brown,  made 
the  proper  application  for  the  organization  of  an  independent  bank. 
'*  Pending  the  granting  of  the  application,  they  became  convinced  that 
the  amount  already  subscribed  was  insufficient^^'  (says  Stewart,  but  they 
really  became  alarmed  at  the  rival  element  showing  greater  force,)  so 
they,  in  conjunction  wn'th  others,  enlarged  the  capital  stock  to  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  On  the  2d  of  August,  of  the  same  year,  they 
filed  their  amended  application,  which  was  speedily  acted  upon  by  the 
board  of  commissioners,  and  a  charter  for  an  independent  bank,  to  be 
located  in  Tiffin,  with  a  capital  stock  of  $100,000,  was  granted  ihem  on 
ihe  9th  of  the  same  month. 

Perhaps  it  would  have  been  better  for  all  parties  concerned,  as  well 
as  the  community  at  large,  if  the  other  faction  had  succeeded.  Who 
can  tell? 

The  bank  was  organized  by  the  election  of  Benjamin  Tomb  presi- 
dent, and  Waggoner,  Buel,  Reid  and  Pennington,  directors.  Mr.  Tomb 
re-signed  his  position  as  president  in  1848,  and  Abel  ^awson  was  ap- 
pointed  in  his  place.  Mr.  Pennington  was  appointed  cashier /r^  frm.^ 
and  afterwards  William  E.  Chittenden,  Ihe  regular  cashier.     They  com- 
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nienced  business  on  the  Tjth  of  November,  1847,  It  was  called 
the  **  Seneca  Countj^  Bank;'*  It  flourished  for  a  season^  but 
the  young  craft  carried  too  much  Reid  on  board,  and  ran 
ashore.  After  the  bank  had  suspended  awhile,  Charles  L.  Johnson,  who 
was  before  that  time  a  popular  young  merchant  in  Tiffin,  bought  the 
charter  of  the  collapsed  institution,  kindled  up  its  dying  embers  for  a 
short  season,  and  started  afresh,  in  1851.  The  old  creditors  crowded 
their  claims  without  rest  or  mercy,  and  somebody  obtained  a  judgment 
on  cognovit  in  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  Franklin  county,  in  Col- 
umbus, Ohio.  A.  P.  Stone  was  treasurer  of  state.  James  T,  Claypoole 
who  was  his  particular  friend,  made  application  to  be  appointed  re- 
ceiver  of  the  bank,  assisted  liy  some  of  the  creditors,  and  finally  suc- 
ceeded, but  at  that  time,  as  the  agent  of  a  ^ditor,  be  procured  an 
execution  on  the  judgment  and  came  to  Tiffin  with  it»  where  he  placed 
the  execution  in  the  hands  of  sberifif  Weirick,  and  hurried  him  dosvn  10 
the  bank  as  quick  as  possible.  Mr.  Johnson,  when  he  found  that  he 
had  a  bigger  load  than  he  could  carry,  and  as  troubles  began  to  thicken 
around  him  very  rapidly,  perpetrated  the  same  folly  that  so  many  men 
are  guilty  of,  by  resorting  to  strong  drink  to  drown  his  troubles.  What 
a  weakness  !  Just  at  a  time  when  a  man  should  bring  all  the  powers  of 
his  manhood  into  requisition  to  bear  him  up  under  mental  pressure,  he 
drowns  the  man  in  the  cup  and  retains  the  debauched  substitute, 

Weirick,  the  sheriff,  and  Mr.  Claypoole  hurried  down  to  the  bank  bi 
fore  time  of  closing.     They  found  Charley  alone,  holding  on  to  a  chaiv. 
The  vault  was  open  and  a  few  old  books  scattered  over  the  counter; 
everything  seemed  demoralized.     They  stated-  their  business  to  Mr. 
Johnson,  who  said:  **  All  r-r-right  genrmen,c'm-n  take  all  th'r-is/* 

The  sherifiT  could  find  nothing  that  Mn  Claypoole  would  have  him 
make  a  levy  upon.  Mr.  Claypoole  said  some  unpleasant  things,  bi  t 
Charley  laughed  and  asked  Claypoole  whether  he  would  take  somethinL 
They  gave  it  up,  and  Mr.  Claypoole,  somewhat  out  of  humor  and  ver) 
much  excited,  walked  up  to  the  telegraph  office  and  hastily  sent  the 
following  dispatch  to  treasurer  Stone,  at  Columbus: 

**  8enecii  county  bank  gone  to  hell ;  will  he  there  to-night. 

JAMES  T    CLAYPOOLE/^ 
This  was  on  the  25th  of  April,  1857. 

There  were  at  that  time  some  ^63,000  of  the  Seneca  county  bank 
bills  in  circulation.  Mr.  Claypoole  was  appointed  receiver,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  collect  the  bills,  issuing  his  certificates  in  their  stead. 

On  the  19th  of  February,   1861,  Claypoole  reported  his  proceedings 
to  the  legislature,  and  said,  amongst  other  things,  that  the  bank  had 
22 
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bonds  deposited  with  the  treasurer  of  state  for  the  security  of  the  hold- 
ers of  its  notes  in  the  sum  of  $209,648;  that  all  said  bonds  had  been 
abstracted  or  paid  out  in  violation  of  law,  and  that  the  holders  of  $57,000  of 
outstanding  circulation  were  deprived  of  their  pro  rata  share  of  said  bank. 
He  claimed  that  the  state  held  securities  for  this  circulation,  in  the 
sum  of  ^50,000,  and  asked  that  the  same  be  used  for  the  redemption  of 
the  bills. 

Nothing  was  done  upon  this  report.  War  broke  gut  and  the  Seneca 
county  bank  was  lost  sight  of.  The  bills  were  hawked  about  the  coun- 
try, and  sold  for  whatever  they  would  fetch.  In  the  session  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  1864,  the  writer  introduced  a  bill  directing  the  treas- 
urer of  slate  to  redeem  the  certificates  so  issued  by  the  receiver,  and 
the  outstanding  bills  ofmid  bank,  which  passed  both  houses  and  became 
a  law  on  the  31st  of  March,  1864.  The  state  lost  nothing  by  the  act. 
On  the  contrary,  there  were  less  bills  and  certificates  outstanding  than 
the  securities  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  state,  leaving  a  respectable 
balance  in  flvor  of  the  state.  This  balance  was  made  up  undoubtedly 
by  bills  that  were  lost  or  destroyed*  and  having  never  been  presented, 
the  state  had  the  benefit  of  the  loss. 

In  1852,  Arnold  and  Tomb  (Sylvanus  Arnold  and  Benjamin  Tomb), 
established  a  private  banking  house,  which  lasted  two  years,  when  it 
changed  into  the  name  of  Tomb,  Huss  &  Co,  The  business 
was  conducted  in  this  name  until  1865,  when  the  company  organized  as 
the  *'  First  National  Bank  of  Tiffin/*  with  Benjamin  Tomb  for  president, 
and  John  T.  Huss  cashier.  For  eleven  years  this  bank  did  an  im- ' 
raense  business,  but  dupng  the  last,  year  some  people,  who  had  a  chance 
to  know,  questioned  its  soundness,  and  looked  upon  the  institution  with 
misgivings.  Mr.  Huss,  the  cashier,  was  a  native  of  Tiffin,  and  a  young 
man  of  excellent  business  qualifications.  He  was  hijhly  esteemed,  and 
enjoyed  the  general  confidence  for  honor  and  integrity.  Nobody  was 
willing  to  believe  him  guilty  of  any  wrong.  The  state  election  of  1875 
was  over,  and  both  parties  quieted  down  to  business. 

It  was  the  afternoon  of  the  15  th  of  October,  1875.  Several  depositor 
from  the  city  withdrew  their  deposits.  The  money  in  the  bank  had } 
down  to  a  few  thousand  dollars.  The  clerks  in  the  bank  felt  gloomyT 
Some  of  the  directors  consulted  together  as  to  the  propriety  of  borrow- 
ing some  money  for  a  few  days.  Huss  was  at  his  house,  where  he  had 
been  for  several  days,  feeling  unwell,  as  he  said.  A  gentleman  from 
Cincinnati  came  that  afternoon  and  stopped  at  the  Shawhan  house*  with 
a  view  of  seeing  Mr.  Huss  the  next  morning  about  a  large  draft  that 
was  not  just  as  it  should  have  been.     It  was  half-past  four  o'clock   in 
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the  afternoon*  The  bank  had  closed,  and  for  the  last  time,  Mr,  Iius& 
wa^s  in  bed.  The  family  had  gone  into  the  dining-room  to  suppen  A 
light  shot  was  heard  in  the  direction  of  Mr.  Huss'  room.  A  ball  had 
passed  through  his  heart  from  a  revolver  Mr.  Htiss  had  still  in  hts  hand. 
He  was  dead. 

It  will  benefit  nobody  to  describe  the  condition  of  things  that  was 
soon  made  manifest,  and  it  had  better  not  be  recorded  here  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  Warren  P.  Noble,  Esq  .  was  appointed  receiver  and  paid 
the  creditors  sixty  per  cent,  on  their  claims. 

THE    NATIONAL    EXCHANGE    BANK    OF    TIFFIN 

Was  organized  in  1865,  The  following  named  gentlemen  were  the  in- 
corporators, viz:  John  D,  Loomis.  R.  W.  Shawhan,  A.  G.  Sneath,  J,  M. 
Naylor,  S.  B.  Sneath,  W.  W.  Naylor,  H.  A.  Buskirk,  S.  M.  Ogden,  Abel 
Rawson,  A.  B.  Hovey,  J.  H.  Good,  Levi  Davis,  John  Swigart,  J.  H, 
Pittenger,  Robert  Smith,  E.  T.  Stickney,  and  J.  A.  McFarland-  The 
capital  stock  was  then  :?  125,000,  which  has  been  greatly  augmented  since* 
The  bank  enjoys  the  general  confidence  of  the  community,  and  the 
only  severe  misfortune  that  befel  the  institution  was  the  robbery  of  the 
bank  by  its  former  cashier,  O.  C.  Zeller,  who  left  the  bank  for  Canada 
one  night  in  the  spring  of  1878,  and  on  the  next  morning  the  bank  was 
short  some  $50^000. 

The  business  of  the  bank  proceeded  right  on  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened, and  while  the  community  were  shocked  over  the  act,  the  confi- 
dence the  people  had  placed  in  the  institution  was  not  shaken  in  the 
least. 

The  presenUofficers  of  the  bank  are:  J.  D.  Loomis,  president;  J.  W. 
Chamberlain,  cashier,     Mr.  Loomis  has  been  its  president  all  the  time. 

THK    TJFFIN    SAVINGS    BANK 

Was  incorporated  March  3d,  1873,  under  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to 
incorporate  savings  and  loan  associations/*  passed  February  26th,  1873, 
John  G.  Gross  was  the  president,  D.  D.  Dildine  cashier.  The  institu- 
tion was  kept  up  about  four  years,  and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Huss  it 
closed  its  business,  and  a  majority  of  the  stockholders  joined  in  tht 

COMMERCIAL    HANK, 

Which  purchased  the  First  National  bank  building,  and  opened  for 
business  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1876.  The  bank  organi^.ed  under 
their  charter  of  May  iSth,  1876,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  It  has  a 
constant  surplus  of  over  $7,000.  W.  P,  Noble>  president;  J,  A,  McFar- 
land  vice  president;  S.  B.  Sneath,  cashier:  J.  A.  Blair,  assistant  cashier 
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THE    BANK    0¥   TIFFIN 

Was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1858,  by  Evan  Dorsey  and  A.  G.  Sneath. 
In  the  fall  of  1859,  R.  W.  Shawhan  bought  the  jnterest  of  Mr,  Dorsey, 
and  the  bank  was  continued  by  the  same  name  until  it  merged  into  the 
organization  of  the  National  Exchange  bank  in  1865.  The  Bank  of 
Tiffin  was  kept  during  its  whole  existence  in  the  room  now  occupied  by 
John  Neligh  as  a  clothing  store.  Mr.  Shawhan  was  then,  as  now,  the 
owner  of  the  building, 

Mr.  A.  G.  Sneath  was  cashier  of  the  old  Bank  of  Tiffin  during  the 
whole  time  of  its  existence,  and  of  the  National  Exchange  bank  for 
about  three  years  from  the  time  of  its  organization. 

INSURANCE   COMPANIES. 

The  Seneca  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  company  was  organized 
under  a  charter  by  the  legislature  of  Ohio,  passed  March  19th,  1850, 

The  first  meeting  of  the  incorporators  was  held  in  the  sheriff's  office 
in  Tiffin,  in  pursuance  of  notices  published  in  the  Sert(^ca  AdvtrUser  and 
the  Seneca  lV/n^%  when  the  Hon.  A.  Lugenbeel  was  appointed  chairman 
and  Hon   J.  W.  Wilson  secretary. 

On  motion  of  Eden  Lease,  the  by-laws  of  the  Stark  County  Mutual 
Insurance  company  were  adopted  for  the  by-laws  of  this  company. 

William  Lang  was  elected  president  for  the  ensuing  year,  J.  W,  Wil- 
son secretary,  and  George  Knupp  treasurer.  The  secretary  wa$ 
authorized  to  act  as  general  agent  of  the  company;  and  thus  the  com- 
pany started  on  its  career  with  a  good  board  of  directors  and  officers* 
and  with  one  of  the  most  favorable  charters  for  a  mutual  <ire  insurance 
company  ever  passed  by  an  Ohio  legislature. 

On  the  2gth  day  of  October*   1850,  the  first  policy  was  issued  and  I 
the  last  one  on  the  31st  day  of  July,  i860,  being  number  1,502. 

Immediately  upon  the  organization  of  the  company  Mr.  Wilson  took 
charge  of  all  its  business  and  appointed  very  many  agents  in  various 
counties  in  northern  Ohio,  the  larger  number  of  whom  had  no  experi- 
ence in  insurance  matters,  and  whatever  they  lacked  in  knowledge  they 
made  up  in  impudence  and  avarice. 

They  recommended  all  manner  of  risks,  and  would  have  insured 
powder  milk  if  they  had  found  any.  In  addition  to  all  this,  many  of 
the  applicants  were  worthless  and  irresponsible,  and  when  assessments 
were  made  upon  them,  they  could  not  be  collected.  The  premium  note 
was  a  lien  upon  the  real  estate  of  the  insured,  but  very  often  prior  en- 
cumbrances swallowed  up  the  whole  value.    The  agents  themselves 
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gave  no  bonds  or  other  security  for  moneys  that  came  into  their  hands, 
and  when  assessments  were  collected  but  small  returns  were  made, 
for  want  of  means  to  pay  the  losses,  the  officers  borrowed  money  upon 
their  own  credit,  as  individual  citi^enS|  from  the  banks  in  Tiffin  for  that 
purpose,  with  a  hope  of  being  re-erabiirsed  from  future  collections,. 

The  assessments  were  made  very  light  to  make  a  good  showing,  but 
were  insufficient  to  pay  losses  and  expenses.  For  several  years  the  larger 
amounts  of  the  losses  were  paid  by  money  thus  furnished,  and  when, 
later  on,  assessments  were  made  larger*  to  cover  back  indebtedness, 
members  complained  and  many  surrendered  their  policies. 

In  this  condition  of  things  the  directors  found  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany when,  in  the  fall  of  1856,  Mr,  Wilson  died^  and  William  Lang  was 
appointed  secretary  in  his  stead. 

The  company  had  then  already  run  into  evil  report.  Some  of  the 
agents  were  dismissed,  and  all  brought  to  an  account,  but  there  was 
not  vitality  enough  in  the  concern  to  recuperate.  It  dragged  along 
with  all  its  old  troubles  on  hand,  and  new  ones  acci\mulatingt  until  it 
was  compelled  to  wind  up,  Mr.  John  McCauley  was  appointed  the 
attorney  of  the  company  to  collect  the  assessments  and  pay  the  liabili- 
ties. Many  members  had  to  be  sued,  but  finally  enough  was  collected 
to  pay  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  indebtedness  of  the  company. 

The  mutual  plan  is  undoubtedly  the  best  and  most  equitable  system 
of  insurance,  but  the  officers  and  agents  must  be  the  owners  of  two  great 
and  indispensable  requisites,  viz:  business  qualifications  and  integrity. 

THE  farmers'  mutual    RELIEF    INSURANCE    COMPANY  OF  SENECA  COUNTY 

Is  not  a  Tiffin  institution,  but  it  holds  its  meetings  here.     It  was  organ- 
ized in  1858  and  reorganized  and  incorporated  April  12,  187S.     It  has 
insured  farm  property  to  the  amount  of  $2,500,000,  paid  all  its  losses, 
and  is  out  of  debt,  with  funds  on  hand. 
The  present  officers  are: 

President-R.  R.  Titu8. 
Vice-Presitlt^nt-— J.  W.  Lawlieatl. 
Secretiiry— D,  M.  Neikirk. 
Treasurer— Peter  Hoe  fling. 

All  of  whom  are  also  Trustees,  together  with  the  following,  viz.: 

Ed.  H.  Swander,  Clinton,  lienoiii  Rohrer.  Hopewell, 

D.  J.  Neikirk,  Venice,  Levi  KeiHer,  Jr.,  Reed, 

James  Lott,  Liberty,  Joseph  Rhodes,  Eden, 

Madison  Finch,  Bloom,  Tlioman  J.  WluUen,  London, 

John  Neikirk,  Adams,  Amos  Decker,  Thompson. 

Its  operations  are  confined  to  Seneca  county  alone. 
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TIFirN  MUTlfAI.  All>  UFK  INSURAMCF.  COMPASV 

Was  organized  on  the  ajd  of  Jrtnuary,  1878. 

Prtimaeitt    W,  W  Noble, 

VMr«*'Pr^sidt*nt    John  Iltiui'k, 

Trt^HSuror  -Ed,  Jcmi^«, 

SerroUiry  and  Gem-nil  ManugiT    A.  I*.  Mm*k» 

('ouiiaelt»r— Aiiilrew  .1.  Brirkuor. 

Metlind  Kxiimltifn— Dr.  K.  J,  McColliim. 

*l'he  assoc  iation  hii%  insued  over  one  ihousand  poHciefi,l«  in  a  flourish* 
ing  condition  and  is  very  carefully  conducted. 

INUICI'PCNiUCNT    tmDKK    OK   OOIi    l'li:f,LOWS. 

Seneca  lodge  No.  35  waa  instituted  under  its  charter  February  iotJi, 
1845,  by  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  Joel  Searles.  of  Columbus  lodge 
No.  9,  assisted  by  S.  H,  Bradley,  P.  C,  uf  Morning  Star  lodge  No.  36» 
Medina,  Ohio.  Applicants  for  the  charter  [>rt'>icnl  were:  H*  G.  W, 
Cronise,  R.  R*  MrMeens,  James  Sivils,  B.  D.  Chapman,  T.  H.  Sheldon, 
J.  Oylcr,  who  proceeded  to  elect  the  following  officers,  vii; 

N.  G.— T.  Jl.Sht^idou. 

V.(».— 11  1)»  (liajmmn, 

8i*<'n^tjiry— H.  (i,  W ,  Vnmim. 

Trims u riir—Jmiu*!i  *Si v  il.«j, 

I'Ticrcupon  the  oATh  ern  were  installed,  and  the  frjUowing  named  per 
sons  were  initialed/ viz:  John  E,    Mt:Ct)rmatk,   N.  Rtrdd,  VV.  \\  Noble, 
Rolla   Johnsc»n.     Two   hundred   and   eighty-nine   persons  have  been 
initiatetl  in  this  lotlge> 

Us  present  offttcrs  arc: 

N.  G."H,J.  Weller. 
V.  (i -P.  (i,  Grelft. 
P.  S«trret;iry  -Sharon  (*,  J^ambwrHtm. 
Trt^aivurtT-  Samut^I  Slrickm 
TniHt^c'M-  Levi  \V«'irirk,  \h  V,  Tuni»on.  Shamn  V.  Lambersou, 
Meets  Monday  nights. 

OAKtCY    LODGE    Nt/MBER    J  I  7. 

Dale  of  ils  charier,  June  lo,  1H57. 

The  following  were  the  charter  members;  F.  Don  Benham,  John  T 
Huss,  J,  W.  Miller,  I,,  M.  Loomis,  T.  U  Bagley,  T,  W  Ourand,  FJ. 
Pennington,  Fv.  G.  Bowe,  John  Poorman,  John  E.  McCormack, 

The  fifiit  officers  of  the  lodge  were: 

N.  O.-J.  T,  MiiHM. 
V.n,-J,  W,  MitUr. 
Sun  r*^ iJiry  —  B .  F  Vn  n  i  t  1  jrt^n , 
Trmwuri^r— T.  IL  liagle>. 
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The  present  officers  are: 
N.  G.-S.  A.  Fast. 
V.  (;.— Charles  Enist. 
Secretiiry— B.  Pennington.       • 
Treasurer— S.  Chamberlain. 

Present  number  of  members,  nii^ety-eight;  number  of  dormants, 
•seventy-eight.  / 

Messrs.  E.  (t.  Bowe,  B.  Pennington,  and  S.  Chamberlain  have  been 
delegates  to  the  grand  lodge. 

One  remarkable  circumstance  connected  with  this  lodge  is  the  fact 
that  Mr.  B.  Pennington  has  been  its  secretary  from  the  beginning 
now  nearly  twenty-three  years. 

Meets  on  Saturday  evening. 

HOBAH    ENCAMPMENT   NUMBER  1 9 

Was  instituted  by  Mark  Taylor,  Grand  Patriarch,    November  18,  1846. 
The  charter  members  were:  H.  G.  W.  Cronise,  George  Knupp,  F.  Don 

Benham,  L.  M.  Loomis,  W.   P.   Noble,  Richard  Williams,  Rolla  John- 
son, John  G.  Breslin. 

The  first  officers  elected  and  installed  the  same  evening  were: 

Chief  Patriarch— II.  G.  W.  Cronise. 
High  Priest— F.  Don  Benham. 
Senior  Warden— (Jeorge  Knupp. 
Junior  Warden— John  G.  Breslin. 
Scribe— Richard  Williams. 
Treasurer— Rolla  Johnson. 

The  present  officers  are: 

<Trand  Rep.— Scudder  Chamberlain. 

District  Deputy  Grand  Patriarch— J.  W.  Love. 

Chief  Patriarch- John  Enist. 

High  Priest— S.  Chamberlain. 

Senior  Warden— Samuel  Strieker. 

Junior  Warden— P.  II.  Greis. 

Scril)e— J.  W.  Love. 

Treasurer— II.  C.  Spindler. 

First  Watch— Joseph  Seechrist. 

SecDud  Watch— W.  Cupp. 

Third  Watch— J.  W.  (Gordon. 

Fourth  Wat(!h— II.  Guggeiilieim. 

0.  S:— H.  J.  Stolzenbach. 

1.  S.— William  Fleming. 
First  (i.  of.  T.— b".  Zuit. 
Second  G.  of.  T.— Aaron  Kreader. 

Present  number  of  contributing  members,  forty-eight. 
Meets  Friday  night. 
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KNIGHTS    Of   PYTHIAS. 

Tiffin  lodge  No.  So,  wai  organized  January  12th,  1874,  when  the  fol- 
lowing olficers  were  installed  by  Mr.  James  A.  Swoope,  Grand  Chan- 
cellor, viz:  • 

Past  Chancellor— C.  J.  Yingling. 

Chancellor  Commander—H.  L.  Steckel. 

Vice  Chancellor— James  Smith. 

l^late— A.  M.  Campbell. 

Master  of  Exchequer— Ph.  Emich. 

Master  of  Finance— Harry  Lutz. 

Keeper  of  Record  and  Seal— C.  J.  Yingling. 

Master  of  Arms— John  Sohn. 

Inner  (ruard- J.  A.  Flack. 

Outer  Guard— J.  W.  Love. 

The  lodge  numbers  now  sixty  active  members,  and  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition. 
The  present  officers  are: 

Past  Chancellor— O.  P.  Snyder. 
Chancellor  Commander— E.  W.  Stevenson. 
Vice  Chancellor— U.  Clary. 
Prelate— A.  M.  Hart. 
Master  of  Exchequer— 0. 1\  Frees. 
Master  of  Finance— James  W.  Love. 
Master  of  Anns- W.  S.  Winelaiul. 
Inner  (luard- Ed.  Fr>'. 
Outer  (iuard— Oscar  Fraley. 

Meetings  Tuesday  night.  ' 

Grand  lodge  Knights  of  Pythias  meets  at  Dayton  May  24th,  25th  and 
26th,  1880.  * 

KNKJHTS'OF    HONOR. 

Tiffin  lodge  No.  82  was  chartered  February  15th,  1875. 
Its  first  officers  were: 

Dictator— Charles  Martin. 
Vice  Dictator— Fred.  K.  Ilalderman. 
Assistant  Dictator— H.  (j.  Atkins. 
Reporter— (t.  K.  Brown. 
Treasurer— P.  Scheib. 

Chaplain . 

(luide- D.  Y.  Chapman. 

(ffuardian . 

Sentinel— C.  C.  Parks. 

Present  officers  for  1880. 

Dictator— J.  A.  Hall. 

Vice  Dictator-P.  J.  Wilson 
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imDietator— Pred,  Nit.^olui, 
Ii.^port3r— J.  VV.  ChamlierluiiL 
Tiviksurer— C.  V,  Parks. 
Cliaplain— J.  W.  Meiidetihall, 
Guide— B.  G.  Atkins. 
Uunrtliau— P,  Seheib. 
Sentinel— Thomas  Grandoii, 

Number  of  members,  twenty-five;  number  of  past  dictators,  iWe,  vu. 
J.  VV.  Chamberlain,  Charles  Martin,  Fred.  K,  Holderman,  H.  G.  Atkin-s, 
W,  H.  Hall: 
Meets  at  Druid  Hall  first  and  third  Monday  nights  in  each  month. 
ST.  Patrick's  total  abstinence  and  benevolent  association 
Was   organized   February  ist,   1S74,  by   Fr.  Angelo,  of  the  Passiontst 
Order  of  Missionaries,  and  has  eighty-four  members. 
Its  first  officers  were: 

Spiritual  Director— Rev.  M.  Healy. 
Prei^ideut— C,  J.  M.  SuJUvau. 
Vice-President— Ph.  B.  King. 
Recording  Secretary— J.  A.  ('oi»ur*Hl. 
Corresponding  Sefretary— J.  M.  Arudt. 
Treasurer— T.  F.  Wiibh. 
Marshal— William  Kin^. 
The  present  officers  are: 
Spiritual  Direr  tor— Rev.  M.  llealy. 
President— J.  A.  Coon  rod. 
Vice-President— Tlioma»  Fitz  Morris. 
Recordini?  Secrettiry— F.  F.  Keller. 
Corresponding  Set". retary-C.  J.  M.  Snllivaw. 

Treasurer— T.  F.  Walsh,  •      I 

Marsiial-Johu  T.  Kiuj^r 

The  state  convention  was  held  in  Tiffin  July  19,  1879,  when  some 
thirty  societies  were  represented.  The  national  union,  including  the 
above,  numbers  six  hundred  societies,  with  twenty  thousand  members. 

Meets  at  Riverside  hall  first  and  third  Sundays  in  each  month. 

F.    AND   a.    MASONS^ — SANDUSKY    U)DGE    NUMBER    77 

Was  organized  at  Tiffin  October  19,  184J,  with  the  following  charter 
members,  viz:  Rufus  V\^  Reid,  Charles  F.  Dresbach,  Uriah  P.  Coon- 
rad,  Joseph  Walker,  E.  .Dresbach,  Robert  Crurq,  Agreen  Ingraham, 
Israel  Bentley,  Samuel  Mitchell,  John  Baugher/^enry  Kuhn,  Evan 
Dorsey,  Thadeus  Wilson,  Vincent  Bell. 

TIFFIN    LODGE    NUMBER   32O 

Was  organized  April  5th,  1858,  with  the  following  charter  members, 
viz:  F.  Don  Benham»  William  Gallup,  James  Pelan,  John  G,  Kennedy, 
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E.  B.  Searles.  Kobcrt  Crum,  H.  C.  Spindler,  \\\  R  Noble,  L  A.  Hall, 
E.  W.  Reemc.  Leander  Stero^  and  continued  to  exist  as  Tiffin  lodge 
until  October  i6th,  1866,  when  the  two  lodges  were  consolidated  under 
the  name  of  Tiffin  lodge  No.  77* 

The  following  brethren  served  as  officers  in  Sandusky  lodge  No.  77 
from  the  date  of  its  charter  until  the  present  wTiting  (April  20,  1880;, 
as  follows: 

W.  M.: 

R,  W.  Reid,  from  \M2  to  1849  inclusive- 
Robert  Criim,  from  IHoO  U»  IHTiH  inclusive. 

J.  B.  Mci'orniack,  from  18.>8  to  \mi  im-lusive. 

Ileuf}^  Kuhu,  from  ls<iJ  to  \svc\  iricluHive. 

t\  L\  Park,  fiom  WA  lo  iHiiW  iuelusive. 

A.  H.  Byers,  from  \m\i  to  1871  inclusive. 
G,  K,  Brown,  fruin  \K!'2U>  1H73  inclusive, 
J,  P,  Kuniaman,  from  1874  to  1870  inclusive. 
J.  W.  Chamberlain,  flora  1877  to  1878  iuelusive. 
D,  Y,  i'bapmau,  froiu  1879  to  1881)  inchisive. 

Secretaries: 

Joseph  Walker,  1842. 

F.  W.  Green,  from  \S4S  to  1847  inclusive. 

G,  J.  Keen,  1848. 
H.  W.  Owen.  hS49. 
J.  P.  Pillars,  1^50. 
T.  C.  Tunisou,  1851. 
R.  Williams,  lti52. 
G.  E.  8ene>\  \m^. 
James  Pel  an.  1854. 
J.  Cf.  Kennedy,  18r>i» 
George  H.  Ueming,  18J5»>. 
J.  M.  Stevens,  18-57. 
M.  ILThuR' 11,18-58. 
J.  1>.  Arudt,  1H51K 

L,  M.  r.oomis,  from  hsfiO  to  imn  inclusive, 
J,  G,  Gross,  from  18<U  to  1M7  inclusive, 
Charles  Martin,  from  1808  tti  187U  inclusive. 
J.  11.  Frost,  Ism. 

B,  G.  Atkins,  from  1871  lo  1875  inclusive,  and  1878, 
N,  N,  f?peilnmn,  from  \H7i\  lo  1877  inclusive. 
J.  E.  McCormack,  from  187U  to  188U  inclusive. 

TIFFIN    f.DDGE   NUMB£R   32O, 
W,  M,: 

Robert  Crum,  from  1858  to  18<10  inclusive. 
D.  F.  UeWolf,  from  I8«il  to  18*>:^  inclusive. 
A.  T,  BarneK,  from  18*>4  to  186-5  incl naive. 
F.  E.  Franklin.  18a<J. 
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Secretaries: 

F.  1).  Beiihain,  1858. 
J.  G.  Kennedy,  1859. 

E.  W.  Reeme,  1860. 
L.  Adams,  1861. 
A.  T.  Barnes,  1862. 
C.  (^ronise,  1865. 

R.  Lysle,  1864  and  1865. 
,  G.  F.  Hertzer,  1866.. 

SENECA   CHAFFER   NUMBER   42,    R.    A.    M  , 

Was  organized  February  7th,  1849,  by  Jacob  Groff,  M.  E.  G.  H.  P., 
with  the  following  charter  members,  viz:  John  J.  Steiner,  R.  W.  Reid, 
Alexander  Smith,  Joseph  McCutchen,  Agreen  Ingraham,  Abner  Root, 
Henry  Kuhn,  Robert  Crum,  Peter  Vannest. 
High  Priests: 

R.  W.  Reid,  1849. 

F.  W.  Green,  1850  and  1851. 

C.  K.  Watson,  from  1852  to  1854,  and  from  1866  to  1869  inclusive. 
H.  Kuhn,  1855, 1857, 185$),  1860, 1861, 1862,  and  1863. 
Robert  Crum,  1856. 
J.  E.  McCormack,  1859. 

G.  W.  Sampson,  1865. 

C.  C.  Park,  1870, 1871,  and  1872.     • 
J.  W.  Cliamberlaiii,  1873, 1874,  and  1875. 
C.  D.  Davis,  1870  and  1877. 
J.  P.  Kinnaman,  1878  and  1879. 
Charles  Martin,  1880. 

Secretaries: 

J.  S.  Barber,  1850. 

H.  D.  Crum,  1851. 

H.  W.  Owen,  1852. 

T.  W.  Boyce,  ^853  and  ia54. 

N.  R.  Kuntz,  1855. 

H.  Noble,  ia56. 

J.  E.  McCormack,  1860. 

G.  W.  Sampson,  1862  and  1863. 

J.  G.  Gross,  1865, 1866,  and  1867. 

Charles  Martin,  1868, 1869,  and  1870. 

J.  H.  Frost,  1871  and  1872. 

J.  M.  Stevens,  1873, 1874,  and  1875. 

James  Smith,  1876, 1877, 1878,  and  1879. 

R.  Lysle,  1880. 

CLINTON    COUNCIL   NUMBER   47,    ROYAL    AND    SELECT    MASONS, 

Was  organized  April  9th,  1867,  with  the  following  charter  members,  viz: 
C.   K.  Watson,    C.    C.   Park,  G.    K.   Brown,   Charles  Martin,  J.  F. 
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Byersj  J,  G,  Gross,  Jonathan  Smith,  Peter  Vannest, 
H.  Sooder. 


Marquardt,  A,  H. 
Evan  Dorsey,  H. 

T.  I.  Masons: 

C.  K.  Watson,  im7  aiul  1808. 

C-C.  Park.  1861*  nutl  LS8U, 

A,  n.  Byers,  1870  and  1871. 

diaries  Martin,  from  1872  to  1879  inclusive. 

Recorders: 

(1.  K.  Brown,  from  1867  to  1872,  and  from  1876  to  1878  iuclusive. 

J,  M,  Stevena.  1873  and  1H74. 

J.  W,  Chamberlain,  1S77, 1878, 1779,  and  1880. 

DE  MOLAY    COMMANDERV    NUMBER    9,    KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS, 

Was  organized  at  Republic  August  loth,  1848,  with  the  following  char- 
ter  members,  viz:  Josiah  Roop,  John  \\  Worstell,  H,  Benton,  Piatt 
Benedict,  Daniel  Watersons,  Daniel  Brown,  Hiram  Humphrey.  M.  V, 
Bogart,  Edward  Winthrop^  H.  L,  Harris, 

It  remained  at  Republic  until  February  24th,  i86g»  when  the  first 
meeting  was  held  at  Tiffin,  where  it  has  remained  ever  since. 

Eminent  Commanders: 

Edward  Wiiithr<HK  from  1H4h  to  1851  iiichisive- 

Piatt  Benedict,  from  IKj:^  to  18.57  inchisive. 

AL  \\  Bogart,  from  1858  to  18<>4  inclush'O. 

IE  Bromley,  from  1865  to  1K70  ijielusive. 

.L  W.  nuimberlaiii,  1871.  1H72,  1H7H,  1877,  1878,  and  1880, 

C.  {\  Park.  187S,  1874, 1876,  antl  187H, 

Recorders: 

II.  P.  Benton,  1848  and  1840. 

E,  T.  Stickney,  from  \m)  to  lH.i4,  and  from  18<l*i  to  lft»37. 

J.S.  8mith.  1855. 

IE  Bromley,  from  IS-^i  to  IH(VI  inclusive . 

I).  M.  Xeikirk,  from  18«i8  U»  1S72  infltiBive. 

.L  yU  Stevens,  from  1,h7H  to  1875. 

R.  Lysle.  1879  and  1H80, 

All  these  Masonic  bodies  meet  at  Masonic  hall,  in  the  third  story  of 
(iross's  block,  corner  Perry  and  Washingtoo. 

Stated  meetings  are  held  as  follows: 

Tiffin  LodgeNo.  77  — First  and  third  Tuesday  evenings  of  each  month. 

Seneca  Chapter  No.  42 — First  Friday  of  each  month. 

Clinton  Council  No.  47 — .Second  Monday  evening  of  each  month. 

De  Molay  Commandery  No.  9 — Fourth  Wednesday  evening  of  each  1 
month. 

ST,   JOHN'S   BENEVOLENT   SOCIETY 

Was  organized  March  28th,   1868,  by  Michael  Kirchner,  John  Houck 
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and  Paul  Vallmer,  who  called  the  first  meeting.    The  first  officers  were: 

President  (from  1868  to  1878)— M.  Kirchner. 
^''ice-President— A.  J.  Brickner. 
Secretary— George  Spies. 
Treasurer- Anton  Knebler. 

The  present  officers  are: 

President— Francis  Wagner. 

A'^ice- President— John  Ehrenfried. 

C-orresponding  Secretary— W.  Steltzer. 

Financial  Secretary— Philbert  Houck. 

Treasurer— Louis  llrich. 

Directors— A.  J.  Brickner,  Jolin  Ewald,  Peter  Bonnutli. 

ANCIENT  ORDER   OF    HIBERNIANS,  NUMBER    I. 

Organized  June  loth,  1876,  with  the  following  named  gentlemen,  who 
were  the  first  officers,  viz: 

County  Delegate— John  K.  Bresnin. 
l^resident- Jolm  I^yons. 
\'ice-President^T.  T.  Collins. 
Recording  Secretary— William  Burke. 
Financial  Secretary— James  Blake. 
Treasurer— William  Colthurst. 

Present  officers: 

County  Delegate— James  Blake, 
l^-esident- T.  T.  Collins. 
\'ice-I*resident— James  Whalen. 
Recording  SecreUiry— William  Burke. 
Financial  Secretary— John  Dore. 
Treasurer— Mlcliael  Coughlin. 

UNITED   ANCIENT   ORDER   OF    DRUIDS. 

This  is  a  German  institution  exclusively.  It  was  organized  on  the 
29th  of  April,  1859.  The  charter  members  were:  Jacob  Zimmer, 
Leopold  Rose,  J.  C.  Spindler,  William  Wolf,  Philip  Scheib,  G.  A.  Lau- 
termilch,  Guenther  Herzer,  Benjamin  Schimmes. 

These  eight  men  met  with  much  difficulty  in  getting  a  lodge  on  foot, 
and  conquering  the  prejudices  so  common  against  secret  benevolent 
societies.  Soon  after  the  organization  Jacob  Zimmer,  one  of  the  best 
members,  died,  and  the  institution  decreased  to  but  five  members,  and 
seemed  to  approach  dissolution.  But  by  perseverance  and  patient  en- 
durance, the  order  here  increased  to  sixty  members.  Of  this  number 
some  have  died  and  others  moved  away,  so  that  there  are  now  but  forty 
active  members  left.  Much  has  been  done,  however,  during  the  twenty- 
one  years  last  past  to  dry  human  tears  and  afford  relief  in  time  of  need. 
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The  present  officers  are: 

(Traiwl  Officers— George  A.  T^utermilch,  D.  D.  G.  A. 
Kepresentative—Joseph  Meyer. 

Officers  of  Humbolt  Grove  No.  15,  U.  A.  O.  D.: 

X.  A.— (^lirist.  Troths. 
W.  A -l^'rederick  Schrikel. 
Secretary— Charles  Yung. 
Treasurer— J.  U.  Moeshinger. 
Inner  Guard— August  Dressel. 
Outer  Guard— Mathias  Pfeifer. 
Tnistees— Balthasar  Waelfling,  Ilenrj-  l^emp,  Jolni  Reif. 
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WHEN  the  Hon.  Ebenezer  Lane  was  president  judge  and  lived 
in    Norwalk^  his  circuit  embraced  the   entire   northwestern 
portion  of  Ohio,  including  Huron,  which  extended  north  to  Lake  Erie, 

The  first  court  was  held  in  Tiffin,  on  the  12th  day  of  April,  1824. 

Present:  E.  Lane,  President  Judge;  William  Cornell,  Jacques  Hul- 
burt,  Matthew  Clark,  Associate  Judges;  Neal  McGa(Tey,  Clerk;  Agreen 
Ingraham,  Sheriff. 

Under  the  old  constitution  of  Ohio  clerks  of  the  supreme  and  circuit 
court  were  appointed  by  the  judges  thereof.  The  judges  themselves 
were  elected  by  the  legislature  for  seven  years. 

The  first  lawyer  who  settled  in  Fort  Ball  was    Mr.  R.  Dickinson,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  appears  elsewhere.    Mr.  A.  Rawson  was  the  second 
lawyer  who  made  his  home  here.     Mr,  Dickinson  remained  but  a  shortj 
time  in  Tififtn,  from  whence  he  moved  to  Lower  Sandusky.     Mr.  Raw-] 
son  remained  here  the  rest  of  his  life. 

The  first  session  of  the  supreme  court  began  here  on  the  28th  day  of 
July.  1826,  before  Jacob  Burnett  and  Charles  R.  Sherman,  supreme 
judges.  The  next  term  was  held  by  Judges  Calvin  Pease  and  Charles 
R.  Sherman, 

The  judgf^s  holding  these  courts  generally  traveled  their  circuits  on 
horseback,  and  the  pioneer  lawyers  traveled  with  them  in  the  same 
manner;  all  with  large  saddle-bags  on  their  saddles,  with  law  books 
and  briefs,  etc.,  in  one  end  and  refreshments  in  the  other.  Among  the 
foreign  lawyers  who  attended  court  here  at  that  time  were  many  dis-j 
trnguished  gentlemen  of  marked  character.  Andrew  Coffinberry,  John 
C.  Spink,  John  M.  May*  f>.  Parish,  Frank  Parish,  James  Purdy,  were 
all  able  and  distinguished  lawyers.  There  was  also  Charles  Olcott,  and 
later  came  Charles  L.  Boll,  ICzra  Stone,  Mr,  Beecher  and  others.  My 
venerable  old  friend,  Mr.  James  Purdy,  of  Mansfield,  is  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  all  these  foreign  lawyers.     He  has  promised  to  send  a  sketch 
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of  his  early  recollections  of  frontier  practice,  but  said  in  a  note  of  the 
loth  of  February,  1880,  to  the  writer:  **  At  the  age  of  87  my  memory 
is  not  retentive,  but  I  will  comply  with  your  request  as  best  I  can  in 
due  time;  at  present  my  whole  time  is  occupied  with  business. 

J,  PURDY." 

The  record  of  the  lives  of  these  gentlemen,  their  practice,  and  inci- 

ents  connected  therewith,  the  scenes  they  participated  in,  and  the 
Events  that  transpired  in  their  time  would  make  a  highly  interesting 
book,  and  the  writer  had  intended  10  write  out  sketches  of  some  of 
them,  but  to  keep  this  book  within  the  limits  marked  out  for  it,  he 
must  abstain.  I  will  say,  however,  that  Mr.  Coffinberry  (Count  Coflin* 
berry  as  he  was  familiarly  called)  was  the  most  remarkable  figure  of 
them  all  In  appearance  he  was  the  very  image  of  Oliver  Goldsmith, 
He  had  large  features  and  a  very  striking  appearance;  he  shaved 
smooth  and  his  face  carried  a  smile  mixed  with  sarcasm.  He  was 
learned  and  witty,  a  good  historian  and  exceedingly  entertaining  n 
conversation.  He  was  a  natural  poet  and  published  one  of  his  poems 
called  '*  The  Forest  Ranger"  in  book  form.  Selah  Chapin  settled  here 
in  the  law  practice  at  an  early  day;  also  Mr.  Curtis  Bates  and  Mr. 
Joshua  Seney,  Sidney  Smith,  William  W.  Culver,  John  J.  Steiner  and 
others.  John  K,  Gibson,  a  promising  young  man,  and  older  brother 
of  General  Gibson,  was  the  first  law  student  in  Mr.  Rawson's  office  in 
Tiffin.      He  died  before  he  was  admitted  to  practice. 

The  writer  became  associated  with  the  profession  when  he  com- 
memed  reading  law  in  Tiffin,  in  1840,  and  having,  for  forty  years,  been 
in  daily  Intercourse  with  legal  gentlemen,  and  amongst  whom  he  counts 
his  warmest  and  best  friends,  it  would  be  a  very  great  pleasure  to  re- 
member them  all  and  make  a  pen-picture  of  each  one;  but  for  the 
reasons  already  assigned  a  few  only  are  sketched  to  any  length. 

During  a  number  of  years,  when  Judge  Lane  and  Judge  Reuben 
Wood  were  on  the  supreme  bench  together,  they  took  for  their  part  of 
the  work  the  northwestern  part  of  Ohio.  They  formed  a  wonderful 
c  ontrast  on  the  bench.  Judge  Lane  was  a  very  short,  compactly  built 
man;  was  nearsighted,  had  small  black  eyes,  wore  spectacles,  had 
black  hair,  which  he  brushed  straight  down  over  his  forehead,  and 
when  he  read  he  held  the  book  or  paper  close  to  his  nose.  He  was  a 
rapitl  talker  and  exceedingly  active.  Judge  Wood  was  a  six  footer; 
very  straight;  had  large  forehead,  light  brown  hair,  brushed  over  to 
the  right  side:  had  large  blue  eyes,  a  large  rtcshy  nose,  clenched  lips, 
deep  and  sonorous  voice;  spoke  slowly  and  very  impressively;  thus  they 
formed  a  striking  contrast  in  their  personal  appearance  on  the  bench. 
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They  were  both  on  the  bench  in  Lower  Sandusky,  on  the  25 ih  of  july^ 
1842,  when  Judge  Lane  administered  the  oath  to  the  writer,  admitting 
hini  to  practice  law.  These  two  judges  seemed  to  have  their  work 
divided  bv  the  decisions  they  delivered.  Judge  Wood  decided  all  or 
nearly  all  the  criminal  matters,  while  Judge  Lane  decided  chancery 
cases,  as  a  general  thing.  There  was  a  certain  degree  of  awe,  import* 
ancc  and  dignity  attached  to  the  bench  in  those  days,  that  has  van- 
ished^  to  a  very  great  extent,  since  the  judges  are  elected  by  the  people,. 
and  the  office  has  become,  at  least,  quasi-political. 

The  Hon.  David  Higgins  succeeded  Judge  Lane  on  the  common  pleas 
bench  and  his  jurisdiction  at  first  extended  all  over  the  northwest  of 
Ohio.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Hon.  Ozias  Bowen,  of  Marion,  who 
held  his  first  court  in  Tiffin,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1838.  His  judicial 
district  was  then  composed  of  the  counties  of  Marion,  Crawford,  Huron^, 
Seneca,  Sandusky,  Erie,  and  later,  Wyandot. 

Judge  Bow  en's  time  expired  with  the  old  constitution. 

The  first  legislature  under  the  new  and  present  constitution,  which- 
divided  the  state  into  judicial  districts,  fixed  upon  nine  as  the  number 
and  designated  them.  These  were  then  divided  into  five  judicial  cir- 
cuits, the  following  counties  coiistituting  the  first  circuit,  viz:  Butler, 
Preble,  Darke,  Montgomery,  Miami,  Champaign,  Warren,  Clinton^ 
Greene,  Clark,  Shelby,  Auglaize,  Allen,  Hardin,  Logan,  Union,  Marion 
Mercer,  Van  Wert,  Putnam,  Paulding.  Defiance,  Williams,  Henryr 
Fulton.  Wood,  Seneca,  Hancock^  Wyandot  and  Crawford.  The  fiv€p 
circuits  made  one  for  each  supreme  judge.  Some  fourteen  years  there- 
after the  supreme  judges  were  by  law  excused  from  attending  upon  the 
circuits. 

In  1CS53  the  nine  judicial  districts  were  again  changed  and  Seneca: 
was  put  into  the  third  sub-tlivision  of  the  third  Judicial  district.  This 
third  sub-division  was  composed  of  the  counties  of  Wood,  Sencta» 
Hancock,  Wyandot  and  Crawford.  L.  W.  Hall  was  the  first  judge 
elected  under  the  new  constitution  in  this  sub-division.  The  regular 
succession  of  judges  hitherto  is  as  follows,  Hall,  Whitely,  Mott,  Jack- 
son, Beer.  The  following  are  the  additional  judges  elected  in.  the 
following  order,  viz:  Plants,  Seney,  Pillars,  Dodge,  McCauley.  The 
legislature  .:hanged  the  sub-district  and  the  succession  of  the  judges  as 
folh)ws: 

On  the  17th  day  of  April,  1857,  an  act  was  passed  providing  for  an 
election  of  an  additional  judge  for  the  third  sub-division  of  the  third 
judicial  district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Seneca,  Crawford,  Wyan- 
dot, Hancock  and  Wood,  and    in  the   fall  of  the  same    year  George  E. 
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Seney  was  elected  judge,  and  about  the  time  his  term  expired,  the 
legislature  changed  the  district. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1858,  an  act'was  passed  creating  the  tenth  judi- 
cial district  and  changing  the  sub-division,  of  which  Seneca  was  a  part. 
By  this  act  the  tenth  judicial  district  was  composed  of  the  counties  of 
Lucas,  Wood,  Seneca,  Crawford,  Hancock,  Wyandot  and  Putnam. 
The  counties  of  Seneca,  Crawford  and  Wyandot  were  made  the  third 
division.  Four  days  thereafter  another  act  was  passed  attaching  Lucas 
to  the  fourth  district  and  making  Seneca  county  the  first  sub-division 
of  the  tenth  district,  Wyandot  and  Crawford  the  second  and  Hancock, 
Wood  and  Putnam  the  third  sub-division,  leaving  Judge  Seney  in  this 
county,  Seneca  being  then  a  sub-division. 

Judge  Whitely's  time  expired  in  1861  and  he  was  re-elected  in  the 
then  third  sub-division.  Josiah  S.  Plants  was  ele  cted  in  the  second 
sub-division  in  the  fall  of  1858.  In  the  fall  of  1863,  Judge  Plants,  while 
out  in  Indiana  hunting  prairie  chickens,  was  mortally  wounded  by  the 
accidental  discharge  of  a  gun.  He  was  brought  home  to  die;  and 
Ohio  lost  one  of  her  brightest,  best  and  most  promising  young  men. 

Judge  Plant's  term  had  nearly  expired  when  he  died.  Nobody  was 
appointed  to  fill  his  place. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  and  shortly  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office,  Judge  Seney  went  to  war  with  the  loist  regiment  O.  V.  I.  as  its 
quartermaster. 

( )n  the  I  St  day  of  May,  1862,  another  act  was  passed  abolishing  the 
tenth  district  and  re-organizing  the  third  district  thus,  viz:  first  sub- 
division, Logan,  Union,  Marion;  second  sub-division,  Auglaize,  Allen, 
Mercer,  Van  Wert,  Putnam;  third  sub-division,  Paulding,  Defiance, 
Williams,  Fulton,  Henry  and  Wood;  fourth  sub-division,  Seneca,  Han- 
cock, Wyandot,  Crawford. 

Lnder  this  act  Whitely  remained  in  this  fourth  sub-division,  and 
Plants  also,  up  to  his  death;  so  that  now,  and  under  this  act,  Whitely. 
Mctcalf,  Latta,  Lawrence  and  Plants  were  the  judges  in  1863,  Whitely 
serving  in  the  second  term. 

This  last  named  act  provides  for  an  election  to  be  held  in  this 
fourth  sub-division  for  a  judge  in  1866.  At  this  time  Judge  Whitely's 
term  expired,  anil  Chester  R.  Mott  was  elected.  He  was  succeeded  by 
A.  M.  Jackson,  who  resigned  his  office,  and  Thomas  Beer  was  appoint- 
ed by  the  Governor  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Jackson,  and  at  the 
expiration  of  that  time  (1876)  was  elected  and  is  on  the  bench  now. 
So  far  we  have  traced  the  time  of  the  election  of  the  judges  in  regular 
succession. 


I 


THE    BENCH  AND  BAR.  355 

On  the  2ist  of  February,  1868,  another  act  was  passed  adding  the 
cor.nty  of  Marion  to  this  fourth  sub-division  and  authorizing  the  elec- 
tion of  an  additional  judge  therein  at  the  April  election,  1868.  James 
Pillars  was  elected  judge  under  this  act;  re-elected  in  1873,  ^^^  ^^^ 
succeeded  by  Judge  H.  H.  Dodge  in  1877. 

To  recapitulate  in  short:  Hall  was  elected  in  1851,  Whitely  in  1856; 
re-elected  in  1861;  Seney  in  1857  and  Plants  in  1858;  Mott  in  1866; 
Jackson  in  1871;  Beer  in  1876;  Pillars  in  1868,  re-elected  in  1873; 
Hodge  in  1S77;  McCauley  in  18796 

( )n  the  7th  day  of  June,  1879,  the  "  combined  wisdom  of  Ohio  "  passed 
an  act  establishing  a  new  district,  number  tqn,  again,  and  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  counties  of  Wood,  Hancock,  ^cneca  and  Hardin,  to  be 
the  first  sub-division;  Crawford,  Marion  and  Wyandot  to  be  the  second 
sub- division,  and  Union  and  Logan  to  be  the  third  sub-division  of  the 
tenth  district.  The  act  authorized  an  election  of  a  judge  in  the  first 
subdivision,  and  in  October,  1879,  John  McCauley,  of  Tiffin,  was 
elected  under  this  act  the  first  judge  of  the  new  sub-division. 

INTRODUCTORY  NOTE. 

An  individual  of  low  extraction,  without  notable  excellence  or  ances- 
tral distinction,  may,  by  rashness  or  the  caprice  of  fortune,  gain  mag- 
nificent achievements  and  temporarily  acquire  an  eminent  position  in 
society.  His  success,  like  the  transit  of  a  comet,  may  dazzle  the  vision 
by  the  rapidity  and  intensity  of  its  brilliancy;  and  yet,  leave  little  or 
no  durable  impress  for  the  gratification  of  his  descendants  or  the  social 
advancement  of  mankind.  Such  history  is  generally  exceptional,  and 
constitutes  no  reliable  basis  for  progressive  imitation.  But  when  an 
individual  of  humble  origin,  and  perhaps  the  subject  of  some  perma- 
nent bodily  infirmity,  without  the  prestige  of  wealth  or  influential  rela- 
tives, by  patient  toil  against  long  continued  adversity,  secures  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  the  community  around  him,  it  is  (juite 
natural  to  seek  the  co-operatives  which  have  produced  these  auspicious 
results.  In  whatever  sphere  he  may  have  moved  or  whatever  may 
have  been  his  vocation,  whether  elevated  or  lowly  and  unpretentious, 
it  will  generally  appear  that  he  has  been  true  to  its  requirements.  At 
all  events,  the  example  will  be  impressive  and  instructive. 

Again,  where  under  the  influence  of  free  institutions,  like  those  of 
the  Inited  States,  inducements  for  success  and  social  progress  are 
open  to  all,  the  hopeful  expectation  of  future  respectability,  if  not  of 
eminence,  will  naturally  invite  every  considerate,  ambitious  young  man 
to  i)rcpare  himself  for  and  seek  some  honorable  occupation  and  com- 


HISTORY   Of 

mendable  position  in  society  and  the  attainment  of  moral,  inteliertuat! 
anil  religious  habits.  He  early  appreciates  the  necessity  of  self-reli- 
ance and  self-exertion,  assured  that  a  praiseworthy  notoriety  and  an 
approving  conscience  can  be  acquired  and  perpetuated  only  by  secur- 
ing the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  good*  Therefore,  stimulated  by 
a  laudable  ambition,  and  hopeful  of  success,  he  cheerfully  combats 
adversity,  and  ultimately  acquires  and  retains  the  good  opinion  of  the 
community,  the  basis  of  his  usefulness  and  goal  of  his  ambition* 
Influenced  by  the  tenacity  of  his  purposes  and  stimulated  by  his 
example,  others,  and  especially  his  descendants,  will  be  naturally,  and 
yet,  perhaps,  unconsciously,  induced  to  eschew  the  illusions  of  evil  on 
the  one  hand,  and  cultivate,  on  the  other,  with  patient  assiduity,  the 
love  and  practice  of  virtue  as  the  only  thornless  pathway  to  happiness, 
distinction  and  success. 

LIFE  OF  AllEL  KAWSON. 
[Abrl<lgerl  Irom  uotet^  wrlttf'u  by  hlitmeir,] 

Abel  Rawson  wim  horn  at  Warwick,  Massachusetts,  May  11,  ITHS:  the 
third  son  of  Lemuel  Rawson  and  Harali  Bamis,  vv1k»  were  married  Septem- 
ber h,  1791,  Aliel  wa»  ii  lineal  deHiernlaiit  of  the  sixth  generation  from 
EilwanI  Rawftu!!,  who  emijj:rated  tumi  England  as  early  as  Ift'tT.  and  acted 
as  seerelary  t»f  the  coh>uy  of  Massa<iiusetts  Bay  from  May,  Iti-V)  lo  ItiHG. 

When  less  than  four  yeai^s  old  he  wa^s  seized  with  fever  followed  by  disease 
of  the  tihiu  of  tin'  left  leg.  which,  after  years  of  intense  suffering,  resulted  in 
the  loss  of  th»;  l)one  and  deformity  of  the  ankle  and  foot  w^hieh  ever  after- 
wards remained. 

At  tlie  age  of  sixteen,  the  erippleci  non  was  advised  U>  secure  suflieieni 
education  to  prepare  himself  fur  a  teacher.  The  parents  could  give  Uieir 
children  u  common  aclHK>l  educutiou,  hut,  as  Abel  inclined  to  the  legal  pro- 
fession, they  agreed  to  furnish  him  with  such  clothing  as  could  l>e  nianu- 
faetured  in  the  family,  while  he  must  earn  the  expense  retjuired  for  tuition 
and  Imartl  at  the  arademy  or  at  college  and  Xa*  obUiiii  liis  profession. 

The  otTer  made  by  his  parentit  was  accepted  In  Al^el,  and  lie  resumed  his 
place  in  Xew  Salem  Academy,  and  during  two  or  more  ensuing  years  taught 
si'hool  iu  the  winters  for  educational  support, 

Thercupnu  lir  was  admitred  to  the  Durtmonth  rniversity,  at  Hanover, 
Xew  Hampshire,  and  remained  tnitil  the  mi<ldle  of  his  jimior  year,  when 
the  <leeisi<»n  of  ihe  *'  Jiartmouth  (\tllege  case/^by  thp  United  Htittes  supreme 
court*  in  FelnMary,  isii*.  rlosc<|  the  institution. 

Ill  view  of  these  adverse  circumstances,  Mr.  Rawson  ilecided  to  enter  upon 
hlB  legal  studies,  and  during  two  years  remained  with  Messrs.  (tregg  and 
Smith,  at  New  Salero*  MrtssiichusettJ*,  but  completed  his  e^Minte  with  S*  il. 
Allen  and  John  Xevers,  of  Xorthtield,  in  1H±2,  He  was  eTcamined  in  May^ 
1H2S,  ami  admitted  to  the  bar  at  the  term  nf  coui*t  in  August  fttllowing.  and 
during  Uie  fall  ami  winter  of  IH2.H-4  opened  an  olKce  at  New  Salem, 

March  :i4,  \s^4,  Mr,  lt4iw^son  tt»ok  the  stage  cotu^h  for  Albany  and  thence 
to  HulTalo,  New  York,  being  six  days  and  nights  on  the  road.    He  came  to 
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XRwyu^rry.  (leaii^a  <*<nnit>%  Obio.  iiii<l  8oun  after  went  to  Slmibenvine,  liut 
met  with  «lit^ai»i»'*i^'tnJ^^i^  ^"^^  i*t*tiirued  U*  Nt»whinry.  He  tnu^clil  srliool  for 
m*veral  muntiin  in  Dover,  Wa>  up  coimly*  Ohit),  and  in  Noveaiber,  lSli4. 
mmoved  to  Xorwalk.  in  Htiron  munty,  wberp  he  tani?ht  st'huol  dnriiij(  the 
ensujii^^winti^r.aud  iu  Marrh*  1835,  obtainpil  em  ploy  merit  in  the  clerk's  iitflr**. 

At  the  August  t**nu  of  the  f^iipreme  courts  in  1825,  he  was  adniitte*!  to  the 
bar.  the  lion.  EHsha  Whittiest^y  belij^  cdiairmaii  of  the  pxamfning  com- 
mittee. 

Iu  June.  I8li5.  Mr.  Kawson  vinited  Tiffin,  Seneca  coimty,  Ohio,  for  the  fii*Hi 
tim<f. 

He  passed  throngli  Bellevne,  where  stood  but  a  single  cabin,  and  thunce 
throngh  a  dense  ftirest  l*>  Tiffin.  The  territory  ws^s  then  ocTupie-'  by  the 
Seneca  tril>e  of  Indians, 

Tillin  f'Oiisisted  of  about  a  dozen  families  dw^ellin^^ in  riidp  rabins,  Tlie 
timber  had  been  mostly  removed  on  Wasbingttin  street,  sonlb  from  the 
Sandusky  river  to  Market  street.  There  whs  no  hotel  in  Tidin.  so  My,  Baw- 
son  forded  the  river  and  stopped  at  a  tavern  kept  by  one  Elisliu  Smith,  at 
Fort  IJall,  where  he  remained  over  one  day, 

Seneca  eoimty  fould  j<ive  tVjen  i*nt  3(X)  votes.  Tiffin  had  abundant  water 
ptiwer,  iniimproved  except  l)y  a  primitive  grrist  and  saw  mill,  erect**d  by 
Josiab  lleditreH,  and  everythinjf  appeared  prospective  and  disheartening  to 
aspirations  f<»r  even  the  current  expenses  of  Mr.  Hawaon. 

He  retnrned  to  Norwalk  luuissnred,  and  tinally  went  to  a  bmther  in  Rich- 
Held,  no\V  in  Summit  county,  in  September.  ]H'2o, 

After  a  crisis  of  mental  anxiety,  he  started  ajj^ain  for  Seneca  county,  iu 
Februan ,  lS2ti,  and  on  the  b>th  he  arrived  in  Fort  Ball  with  less  than  ten 
dollars  in  money  and  a  law  library  tif  the  fu-st  volume  of  Swift's  Digest  and 
of  t '  bitty \s  Plead  in  fjf. 

He  opened  an  offi<-e  in  a  small  brick  building,  14xlH  feet  and  one  story 
high,  and  still  (18H<))  standing  on  the  west  side  of  Sandusky  street,  in  the 
second  ward  of  Tiffin,  iieing  the  lirst  brick  building  erected  in  the  county, 
and  also  occupied  by  Dr.  Eli  Dresbacb.  , 

At  the  May  term  of  the  court  of  conmion  pleas^  May 5th,  182H,  Mr.  Raw^son 
was  appointed  x^roset'uting  attorney,  to  succeed  Rodolphus  Dickinson,  in 
wliich  position  he  was  retiiiued  until  October,  lH.*i3.  During  eight  or  ten 
years  after  Mr  Rawson  opened  his  r»ffice,  the  president  judge  and  members 
of  the  bar  were  entertaiiu^d  at  Fort  Ilal!  for  want  of  accoomuHbitiona  at 
TitliTr,  and  twenty -four  to  twenty-live  attorneys  from  Columbus,  Marion. 
l>ehi ware,  MansliekK  Xorwalk,  Sandusky  f'ity  and  I^>wer  Sandusky  (now 
Fremont)  made  fre(p*ent  excursions  in  atterulance  ujiou  court  at  Tiffin, 
attended  l>y  privation  and  exposure  which  now  appears  incredible. 

About  this  time  Fort  Ball  and  Tiffin  were  bitterly  contesting  the  question 
of  the  county  seat,  and  many  law  suits  were  brought  against  Josiah  liedges, 
the  prttprietor  of  Tiffin,  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  his  right  to  the  bet!  of  the 
Sandusky  river,  ilr.  Rawson  was  lU'ged  to  take  part  in  this  litigation  hut 
declined,  and  linally  the  suits  died  aw^ay. 

DttriuM:  ]iHi!H  Mr.  Hedges  retained  Mr.  Rawson  to  manage  his  legal  business, 
which  agreement  ctuitiuucd  nearly  twenty  years. 

In  March,  1828,  Mr.  Rawson  was  appointcil  by  Piatt  Brush  his  ilejuity  to 
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tfikt*di!»rg*M>f  llie  ruited  Stiitf?Hlai»fl  ofUee  ftutht'  Deluvvjire  ilislnii  jilinut  tii 
\w  vt^moxt'il  t4i  Titfiu.  Tlif^n*  wjih  no  l)riil|j:e  arrows  tlif^  SjiTidiisky  rivt»T\  ami 
ill  April.  IXfH,  Mr.  Rmwsoii  li^ft  Fort  Hall  and  opt'n^'d  liis  law  ntlice  in  Tiltin. 
Mr.  liawsiin  was  llH'n  poslnuistcr  ;tl  Fort  lialL  and  Milton  McXf*a1  his 
deputy.  Inirin^'  a  temporary  alijst-tirf  of  Mr,  Rhwhoii,  one  Neal  Mflfaffey 
niadt^  an  attimiid  U*  have  him  removed  ft »r  the  reiisoii  that  Mr*  Rawsonn 
iirtife  vva»  in  TilUn.  whirh  place  was  snpplied  from  Fort  Ball,  and  l!if  hi|jrh- 
way  and  mail  rtnile  rrt»m  (oUmibuK  t*:>  Lower  Sandusky  i  Fremont  i  wiis**»ii 
ti»e  west  side  of  the  river.  After  many  «Uamele»s  expedients  made  hy 
McltatT<*y.  John  MeLean,  then  postmaBter-general.  informed  Mr,  Rwwsmn 
that  lie  sliouhl  be  no  more  annoyed.  Soon  after  MtGalfey  was  lUsmis^ed 
froni  the  oihres  of  elerk  and  of  reeonler  by  the  conrt  of  common  plea^*,  and 
Joseph  Howard  was  appointed  their  clerk,  and  Mr,  R^iwson  recMniler. 

St*ptemi»er  2«,  iHiiS,  Mr,  Rawson  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Clark, 
at  Royalttm.  Cuyahoga  connty,  Ohio,  and  tliey  returned  to  Tirthi  abont^  the 
miihUe  ^^f  October  following.  Mins  riark  was  \mni  February  14.  iMMi.  at 
Hancock,  in  Addison  ccmuty,  Vermont,  .She  had  been  well  educated,  but 
was  mainly  depeuilent  upon  her  owii  exertions  ftir  support.  This  union 
eoutilbuted  largely  to  the  assistance  and  hapinness  of  Mr.  Raw*i*on. 

(fovernor  McAithur  issued  his  commission  to  Mi%  Rawson.  datetl  Juite 
I:*.  is3i:,  as  notary  i>ubHe  for  three  ye^rs.  but  he  declined  to  qiialif) .  At  UuU 
period  he  rose  at  or  befiu'e  'j  o'clock  in  the  inoniiug.  cho]iiied  his  o-w  n  wooil 
before  breakfast,  which  was  at  rMVclmrk-and  also  prepared  fuel  forhisotliee. 
Amid  other  ciires,  Mr.  Rawson  acted  as  sehtwd  examiner  for  more  than  leri 
yeai-s,  without  compensation. 

Jn  the  spring  of  1H.H4  Joseph  Howard  resigned  his  ortices  of  ejerk  i>f  the 
supreme  court  and  court  *»f  common  pleas,  and  ii  certilicate  ff)r  those  otflee^ 
was  issued  to  Air,  liawson  from  Judges  Wrighl,  L*ine  and  t'ollett.  of  thn 
supreme  court,  dated  April  24th.  IKU.  witli  that  of  the  ctimt  of  comn*ou 
pleas.  Jmt  he  declined,  and  in  union  with  others  recommemled  I^uther  A. 
llalL  a  young  man  well  tpialified,  wIk)  suceee«led  io  the  oltiee  and  held  it 
with  credit  during  the  ensuing  seven  yeara* 

March  4th,  IHiis.  congress  granted  .HKM^LXJ  aei^s  of  laud  hi  Oliio  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  lier  canals.  February  r2tb.  1H21K  one  land  <itliee  was  bl- 
eated at  TitVin,  and  on  Decemtier  b>th.  IKm,  Mr.  Rawson  was  appointed  reg- 
ister l»y  joint  i"es*dntion  of  the  legislature,  wliieh  jwisition  he  retalnet^  more 
than  six  years. 

TheoHrci*  was  removed  to  Maumce  lily  in  the  spring  of  18:n,  aiid  John 
Rrough  (since  governor  i  was  elcitcd  receiver.  Mr.  liawson  wan  reappointed 
register  by  (roveriior  Vance,  and  <omnua3ioued  AprU  loth,  IH37.  but  de- 
clined. 

January  .Hh,  l!S32.  Ihe  Mad  River  and  Lake  Krie  railroad  company  was  in- 
c(»ryM>rated  l»y  the  legislature  of  Ohio,  ami  in  the  fVdlowing  spring  the  com- 
pany was  organi/etl  and  Josiah  lle^lges  elected  one  of  its  directors^  The 
rami  was  constructed  t^>  Ik^llevue  prior  to  Ik^H,  but  then  susi>ended  nnlil 
IKIH.  Meantime  the  dept>t  was  established  in  Foit  Rail,  which  aroused 
severe  vituperation  against  Mr,  Hedges,  a  lUreetor.  and  Mr.  Raws^m.  thi* 
attorney  for  the  road,  mul  led  t*»  several  suits  at  law  before  the  ex<'itement 
abatetK 
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Jaimarv  11th,  lH:i4i.  Mn  Kawsnui  wiis  re-appointed  recotxler  mitil  the  i»ext 
aimti.tl  election,  Contrary  to  his  wishes,  he  i»ermittcHi  the  armoiincenitrut  of 
his  uunie  as  an  iiHlept-ruJent  riiiicHrhito  for  reconler.  but  which  he  had  cause 
t/>  regret,  since  il  wiis  the  means  adopted  hy  Joseph  Howard  fi»r  his  own 
election  to  the  sUite  senate.  The  election  was  held  October  llth.  \KMS. 
wheRun  Mr.  Howard  was  defeated;  Mr.  Rawson  received  aH4  votes;  Marcus 
Y.  (irolT,  the  Wlil^?  n'orninee,  received  tiMi  votes;  Diiniel  Dildiiie,  Jr..  the 
DemtHT.itic  nominee,  received  /i^*2  votes,  and  Gahnel  Keen,  a  Democrat,  but 
independent  caiulidate.  received  hiO  votes,  leaving  Mr.  Rawsoii  ekn^ted  hy  a 
phualitj'  of  ninety- two  votes. 

In  tlie  spring  of  ls;U,  Mr.  Hawson  pmrhased  the  Snitrn  Patriot,  an  old  , 
printinjt(estal»lishment,  in  aid  of  hiB  brother  Alou/.o.  who»  for  the  eusuUiK 
two  yeai*s.  published  the  Indeptndent  Chronicle^  of  which  the  first  number 
was  issued  April  3ttlu  1884. 

The  autumn  of  lH:Vi  and  the  year  1S37  witnessed  an  unprecedented 
monetary  pressure  and  crisis  whiclj  prevailed  throui(b  several  years.  The 
reputation  of  Mr.  Rawsnu  insured  him  an  itumense  amount  of  business, 
which  extended  U>  alin^Kst  every  Atlantic  city  from  Bangor  to  New  Orleans, 
and  (u)nvinced  liioi  of  tlie  necessity  of  a  [lartner.  Early  in  IK'^  he  took 
Manly  nuipin  irjlo  partnership,  whiifi  lasted  two  years.  liobej-t  (t.  Penn* 
ihjfton  snccppde<l  Mr#  riiiit»in,  and  ('<mtinued  as  partner  until  Mr.  liiiwson 
retired  tri>ni  Ijusitiess.  • 

Prior  ti>  1H42  several  young  men  had  studied  law  under  the  tuition  tif  Mr. 
lia\\^on;  John  P.  CVuinell,  H,  (i.  Peimington.  W.  IT.  (iihs<Tn,  Warren  P. 
Xoble.  and  afterwanJs.  Edson  ttoit.  Frederick  Lord,  Luther  A.  Hall.  John 
K.  (;ihson  with  oti»ers. 

lu  the  sprinjJT  of  lst4  Mr,  Ravvs<^n  felt  the  necessity  of  relaxation,  au<L  at 
the  Whif?  conventi»m  held  at  Baltimore  May  4tht  IH44,  which  nominated 
Henry  (lay  and  Mr.  Frelinj;,dniysen,  was  delegate  from  the  \nh  ilistiict  of 
Ohio:  and  In  the  same  year  was  nomimited  tVir  congress,  but  after  an  excited 
ciuitesi  was  defeated. 

.Vpril  19tli,  ls47.  Samuel  WaggorHn%  Alfred  Jitlmson,  Benjamin  Tomli, 
R.  (i,  Pennington,  with  others,  prepared  their  certificate  for  the  Seneca 
county  brancli  of  the  State  Bank  of  Ohio,  to  be  located  at  Tillln.  with  a  cap- 
iUd  of  .^1»M)JHM),  and  recorded  May  4th.  1h4T,  in  Seneca  cfHuitv  rectuds. 

June  2<ilh,  \H47.  Re/iu  \V.  Shawhan,  A.  Tuller,  W.  N.  Mfmtgomery.  Jesse 
St<?n'L  R,  M.  Shoemaker,  and  «dhers,  prepared  their  certiticale  for  the  Bank 
of  TilHn  as  a  bran»h  of  the  State  Bajik  of  Ohio,  iwid  recorded  June  i^-sth.  1H47, 
Tliese  proceedings  led  to  an  unenvious  strife,  in  which  Mr.  Rawson  wa,s  nn- 
wittingly  impli<*ated, 

July  12th.  1847,  the  application  for  the  Seneca  county  branch  was  with- 
drawn, and  a  cerlilicate  recorded  July  l.ilh.  1H47.  for  tlie  Seneca  Toinity  Bank 
<*f  Ttltiii,  with  a  capital  of  $ri0.tM)t),  as  an  independent  bank. 

This  was  followed  -hily  Ltith.  1847.  hy  similar  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Bank  of  Tifhn,  as  an  independent  bank,  with  a  capital  r.f  SRMMKJO. 

August  i2d,  li>47,  the  sto<'k  of  the  Seneca  (Vunity  Ilank  of  Titlin  was  in- 
creased to  $10<).tK)0,  which  was  followed  August  7th  l»y  an  increase  in  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  Tillin  to  .S12njKML 

Mr.   Riiwson   was  Hulistitutv^l  for  Hon.  PI  Lane  as  Irink  examiner,  July 
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IfJth.  IHIT,  witlitjut  his  km>wtp<lg:i*,  wliioh  le<l  to  violpiil  fipjiosiiioii  utid  nu 
Jitlt'nipt  was  nimie  to  iuijieat^li  bin  report  by  the  Hunk  of  Titfin* 

The  ihiul  iTsiilt  fully  Biislainerl  Mr.  Rawson.  and  the  Seneca  Countj  Rank 
i>rTitUn  wan  elijirtonMl  August  0th,  ls47. 

February  8th,  1H4S,  II  Tomli  renigiipd  as  presirlent  iiiul  Mr.  Rawsou  wa^i 
appoiut^d  to  till  the  varaurv.  hut  on  May2oUi,  IsiS,  be  uLsi*  n'si|;rmHl, 

Thi«  death  of  au  only  dauj^liter,  Auriiiia  IL.  February  loth,  isis,  wat*  a 
titiverelHow  t<vau  invalid  mother,  and  oh  June  «th,  1H40,  Mni*  Hawscm  sud- 
denly expired. 

Thereupon  Mr.  Rawson  abandoned  his  profession,  and  for  several  yearn 
devoted  himself  to  out-dcK>r  pursuits  imd  the  iuiprovenieiit  «»f  real  estiite. 

In  IHTi)  Mr.  Rawson  consented  to  betouie  a  ean*liilate  as  a  member  for 
Serieni  founty  of  Uio  convention  to  revise  the  state  fonsiitiition,  the  elertion 
being  on  tlie  first  day  of  ^\priL  ExoeptinK  a  printed  athireas,  Mr.  Rawson 
took  little  interest  in  the  canvass,  and  was  defeated  by  E.  T.  Stiekney  with 
a  majority  of  eighty-twM>  vot«?s. 

In  Oetohpr^  is-M,  his  name  was  used  in  the  eauvaas  for  stat4?  senate  during 
hisabsent'B  in  Iowa,  of  whieh,  with  his  defeat,  he  was  i|jrnorant  until  hii^  re- 
turn; and  also,  in  IHoH,  he  was  urged  to  accept  the  n<unination  for  jmlge  of 
common  pleas,  and  in  lH<iO  that  for  st^ite  senate.  Imth  of  which  he  d<^»cline<K 

During  tlds  periiul  Mr.  Rawson  devoleil  mucli  of  his  time  to  closing  pr«K 
fi'ssicmal  business,  and  also  tc»  the  education  of  his  two  sous,  Allen  A.  and 
Jiouierf.  Ravvsun.  l>olh  of  whom  graduated  at  Rusfi  Medical  College,  in 
OhicagiK  Illinois,  in  tlie  spring  of  18i>j.  and  in  the  following  autumn  and 
spiing.  settled  in  Adams  count>%  Iowa,  where  they  still  reside  |188<J). 

September  35th.  l.S''j*>,  Mr.  Rawson  married  Mi*s.  Maria  McXeal,  w1d(»w  of 
Milton  Mc^eal,  who  had  died  in  September,  is;u.  with  wlumi  lie  afterwanis 
etijoycd  domestic  quiet  in  declining  yt^ai's. 

Kspecially  dnriiig  the  last  three  or  four  years  of  his  life  did  Mr.  Rawson 
feel  that  his  physical  nature  w^as  yielding  i*j  theiidlrmities  of  agf».  This  did 
not  interfere  with  his  cheerful  recollections  of  the  past,  and  regard  for  the 
friendly  ties  of  the  present,  nor  with  his  bright  view  of  fnturity.  ('oni*cioiia 
<jf  a  life  of  integrity  and  of  hon(»r,  he  said:  '*  Let  us  always  seek  and  abide 
the  right,  leaving  conseiiuences  to  the  dispensations  of  Provitlence.'- 

As  the  evening  of  Thursday,  August  24th.  1871,  was  drawing  a  life  of  sev- 
enty-three years  t**  a  (dose,  peacefully  and  gently  the  soul  of  Abel  Rsiusmi 
depai*ted  to  the  endless  visions  of  eteridty. 


JOSHUA    SENEY. 

James  Nicholson  was  a  commodore  of  the  United  States  navy  in  1775* 
when  he  had  command  of  the  Trumbull,  a  frigate  of  thirty  guns»  and 
fought  in  her  an  action  with  the  British  man-of-war  Wyatt,  which,  next 
to  that  of  Paul  Jones,  with  the  Serapis*  was  the  most  desperate  of  the 
watt  Eighteen  members  of  the  Nicholson  family  served  in  the  navy 
of  the  United  States.  Commodore  Nicholson  had  four  daughters,  who 
were  all  famous  for  their  beauty  and  their  accomplishments  in  both 
Washington    and    New  York  societies.     Mr.  Albert  Gallatin,  while  a 
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merober  of  congress,  married  one  of  the  girls;  the  second  daughter  be- 
came the  wife  i>f  Colonel  Few.  ihe  first  senator  from  Georgia;  the 
third  married  John  Montgomery,  a  member  of  Congress  from  Maryland 
and  mayor  of  Baltimore,  Frances  married  Joshua  Seney,  a  member  of 
congress  from  Maryland  also-  This  Seney  family  had  two  sons:  Joshua 
was  born  November  20,  1793,  in  New  York  city,  where  he  was  raised 
and  educated.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Columbia  College  and  the  Uai- 
versity  Law  School.  Before  he  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law  he 
was  the  private  secretary  of  his  uncle,  Albert  Gallatin  (who  in  his  day 
filled  so  conspicuous  a  place  in  the  public  esteem),  for  more  than  one 
year  in  Washington,  where  he  mingled  with  the  first  men  of  the  coun- 
try' who  frequented  the  house  of  his  uncle,  and  grandfather, 
Nicholson, 

At  a  visit  to  Uoiuntown,  Pennsylvania,  he  made  the  acquaintance  of 
his  wife,  as  noticed  in  a  sketch  of  her  life.  He  then  practiced  law  in 
Uniontown  ten  years,  when  in  1831  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Tiffin, 
where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  days,  and  raised  a  large  and  highly  re- 
spectable family, 

Mr.  Seney  was  one  of  the  pioneer  lawyers  of  Tiffin,  and  if  his  indus- 
try had  been  equal  to  his  capacity,  he  would  have  been  very  successful 
as  a  practitioner.  He  had  a  natural  aversion  to  anything  that  looked 
like  labor  He  was  all  politician,  however,  and  a  more  shrewd,  more 
calculating  and  farseeing  politician  than  Mr.  Seney,  Seneca  county 
never  had  in  any  party.  He  was  not  selfish,  nor  sought  offite  for  him- 
self. When  he  liked  a  person  that  aspired  to  office,  he  would  do  all  in 
his  power  to  aid  him.  He  was  severe  on  a  political  opponent  He 
enjoyed  political  agitations.  Raised  in  the  lap  of  wealth  and  luxury,  he- 
knew  nothing  about  labor  nor  the  value  of  money.  He  had  very  little 
taste  ,for  or  appreciation  of  the  practical  part  of  life.  His  language  was 
chaste  and  polished;  but  his  manners  were  peculiarly  his  own.  He 
often  would  pass  his  best  friends  on  the  street  without  noticing  them; 
when  at  other  times  he  was  affable  and  friendly  to  everybody, '  He  was 
perfectly  at  home  in  an  office,  however,  and  discharged  every  trust  with 
ability  and  fidelity.  He  was  clerk  of  the  supreme  court  and  treasurer 
of  Seneca  county.  In  1840  he  was  one  of  the  electors  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  of  Ohio. 

He  wrote  the  finest  hand  of  any  lawyer  that  ever  lived  in  Tiffin,  and 
his  records  shame  every  clerk  that  has  succeeded  him,  Mr.  Seney  was 
of  medium  height,  but  somewhat  corpulent  and  compactly  built.  He 
had  a  large,  well  developed  head,  an  expressive  countenance,  a  pierc- 
ing black  eye,  and  a  pleasant  voice.     He  had  the  smallest  hand  of  any 
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man  of  his  size  that  ever  was  known*  and  it  was  noticed  by  everyliody 
that  saw  him 

During  the  last  few  years  of  his   life  he  had  several  attacks  of  hcarP 
disease  that  tronbled  him  for  a  short  time.     One  night  he  got  out  of 
bed,  walked  to  the  window  and  opened  it,  to  let  fresh  air  into  the  room, 
and,  returning  towards  the  bed,  fell  dead  on  the  floor. 

This  was  on  the  night  following  the  loth  day  of  February^  1854,  Mr. 
Seney  was  fifty- nine  years,  two  months  and  ten  days  old  when  he  ^iied 

His  three  sons  are  lawyers  of  note:  George  E.  Seney  and  Joshua 
Seney,  the  former  in  Tiffin  and  the  other  irf  Toledo,  and  both  common 
pleas  judges,  and  Henry  Seney  is  in  the  practice  at  Kenton,  Ohio,  and 
when  Judge  McCauley  was  nominated  for  iudLre,  Henry  Seney  prove  him 
a  very  close  chase  for  the  nomination. 

LUTHER    \    HALL 

Was  born  August  30th,  1813,  in  the  township  of  Spafford,  in  Onondaga 
county,  state  of  New  York.  He  is  the  son  of  Luther  Hall,  who  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  a  native  of  Berkshire  county,  state  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  who  died  in  1849,  at  Frceport,  Illinois. 

Luther  A.  Hall  was  raised  on  a  farm,  working  during  the  summer  and'' 
attending  district  school  during  the  winter  until  he  was  fourteen  years 
old,  when  he  became  a  pupil  in  a  select  school  kept  by  Mr.  Thomas 
VV.  Allis,  at  Skaneateles,  where  he  remainetl  two  years.  He  then  en- 
gaged as  a  clerk  in  a  store  and  served  in  that  capacity  some  three 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1833  he  started  on  a  trip  to  Ohio  with  a  small 
stock  of  goods  m  a  one  horse  wagon,  from  the  sale  of  which  he  paid  his 
ejtpenses  as  he  went  along.  He  arrived  in  Tiffin  on  the  5th  day  of 
May.  in  the  same  year,  and  was  first  employed  asclerk  in  the  recorder's 
office  at  tifty  cents  per  day t  boarding  himself.  Soon  after  he  entered 
the  store  of  John  Park  as  clerk,  where  he  received  ten  dollars  per  month 
and  boarding.  The  old  settlers  will  remember  the  two -story  brick 
building,  fronting  west,  that  stood  on  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Market  streets,  where  the  National  Exchange  bank  now  stands;  that 
was  Park's  store.  During  the  lime  Mr.  Hall  was  clerk  for  Mr.  Park,  he 
was  appointed  clerk  of  the  svjprcmc  court  of  Seneca  county  and  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  fro  fern.,  to  which  position  he  was  appointed 
first  as  deputy  in  1833,  and  permanently  in  1834,  May  5th.  In  \^^^  he, 
in  company  with  Jusiah  Hedges,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business, 
which  was  carried  on  until  1837,  when  the  financial  storm  induced  them 
to  discontinue  the  business.  The  stock  was  closed  out,  the  good  debts 
«  ollecied,  and  liabilities  paid.     There  were  many  losses  from  bad  debt^,J 
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but  something  was  left  when  the  final  settlement  was  made.  While  Mr. 
Hall  was  clerk  of  the  courts  he  read  law  with  Mr.  Rawson,  when  in  the 
fall  of  1840  he  entered  the  Cincinnati  Law  college  and  graduated  in 
1841.  In  the  same  year  he  resigned  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  courts, 
and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  which  he  is  still 
engaged.  In  1856  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Seneca  conn 
ty.  In  1858,  at  the  expiration  of  his  office,  he  formed  a  copartnersliip 
with  Mr.  John  H.  Pittenger,  of  Tiffin.  The  firm  of  Hall  and  Pittenger 
is  still  doing  business,  and  is  the  oldest  law  firm  in  the  county. 

In  1862  Mr.  Hall  was  appointed  assessor  of  the  revenues,  by  Mr. 
Lincoln,  for  the  ninth  district  of  Ohio.  This  office  he  held  until  he 
was  removed  by  President  Johnson  in  1S65.  In  1868  he  was  the  presi- 
dential elector  for  the  ninth  district  of  Ohio,  and  cast  his  vote  in  the 
electoral  college  for  Grant  and  Colfax.  In  1867  he  was  one  of  the  in- 
corporators of  the  Toledo,  Tiffin  and  Eastern  railroad,  and  wa-^  elected 
president  of  the  com])any,  anil  served  in  that  capacity  until  the  road 
was  completed,  contributing  largely  to  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married  to  Miss  Cynthia  A.,  daughter  of  Josiah  Hedges, 
on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1835.  ^^^  is  the  father  of  four  sons,  who  are 
all  still  living. 

Mr.  Hall  is  a  little  below  medium  size  in  stature,  weighs  about  135 
])()unds;  he  has  a  heavy  head  of  sandy  hair  and  sandy  beard,  now  be- 
ginning to  show  the  etTects  of  many  frosts:  prominent  nose,  large  blue 
eye,  regular  teatures,  and  a  clear  melodious  voice.  He  is  a  careful 
]>leader  and  a  close  reasoner.  A  lawyer  of  the  old  school,  and  loves  the 
code,  because — because  it  is  the  code. 

[NoiK. — June  16.  18S0 — Mr.  Hall  died  this  afternoon  at  two  o'clock, 
aged  sixty -six  years,  ten  months  and  sixteen  days. 

When  the  foregoing  sketch  of  his  life  was  written,  Mr.  Hall  was  in 
the  full  enjoyment  of  his  health,  as  usual.  He  was  never  a  very  stout, 
robust  man,  but  always  was  well  enough  to  be  about  his  business.  During 
the  last  winter  and  spring  especially,  he  seemed  to  enjoy  better  health 
than  for  many  years.  He  attended  court,  which  is  now  in  session,  every 
day,  until  last  Saturday,  and  but  very  few  members  of  the  bar  knew  that 
he  was  complaining.  When  the  news  of  his  death  reached  the  court 
room,  there  was  a  silence  in  court,  a  sadness  imprinted  on  every  coun- 
tenance, a  scene  the  like  of  which  the  writer  had  never  experienced  in 
the  court  room,  where  for  forty  years  he  attended  every  session. 

Friend  Hall  took  great  interest  in  the  production  of  this  book,  and 
assisted  me  very  much  with  his  clear  recollection  of  past  events,  and  his 


HISTORY    OF    SENECA    COUNTV. 


luent  and  forcible  way  of  relating  them,  He  is  gone,  and  anotlicr  tie 
of  frieinlsliip  that  has  lasted  fonv-seven  years  is  broken;  an  old  heart 
left  to  mourn.] 

OLIVER    COWUKkY, 

Near  the  end  of  the  Mormon  Bible  is  added  the  testimony  of  Oliver 
Cowdery  as  to  the  "  Golden  Plates**' 

He  was  one  of  the  brightest  minds  amongst  the  leaders  of  the  Mor- 
mons, and  the  history  of  the  order  wonld  have  been  a  better  one  had 
his  counsel  and  advice  prevailed. 

Mr.  Cowdery  was  born  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  on  the  3d  day  of 
October,  r8o4.  After  he  had  acquired  a  good  common  school  educa- 
tion, he  applied  himself  with  great  industry  to  the  study  of  the  dead 
languages  and  became  very  proficient  in  the  Greek  and  Chaldee.  He 
came  to  Ohio  when  he  was  a  young  man  and  entered  the  law  office  of 
Judge  Bisseli  a  very  distinguished  lawyer  in  Painesville,  Lake  county, 
as  a  student,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  after  having  read  the  requi- 
site length  of  time  and  passed  an  examination.  His  unfortunate  asso- 
ciation with  the  Mormons  blasted  the  high  hopes  and  bright  prospects 
of  an  otherwise  promising  career,  and  planted  a  thousand  thorns  along 
the  wayside  of  a  life  that  was  as  pure  and  undefiled  as  that  of  the  best 
of  men.  Cowdery  had  more  to  do  wnth  the  production  of  the  Mormon 
Bible  than  its  history  had  ever  given  him  credit  for.  He  was  the  best 
scholar  among  the  leaders.  While  others  advocated  the  doctrine  of 
polygamy,  Cowdery  opposed  it,  not  only  on  moral  grounds,  but  also, 
and  principally  because  it  was  contrary  to  the  great  principles  of 
Christianity,  and  above  all,  because  it  was  opposed  not  only  to  the 
great  demands  of  civilization  but  to  the  spirit  of  the  free  institutions  of 
our  country/ This  opposition  to  polygamy  brought  Cowdery  into  con- 
flict with  the  other  leaders,  and  especially  with  Joe  Smith;  and  while 
Cowdery  gathered  around  himself  the  better  and  most  intellectual  cle- 
ment among  the  Mormons.  Joe  Smith  became  the  leader  of  the  coarser 
forces,  with  whom  his  great  force  of  character  soon  made  him  very 
popular.  The  conflict  came  and  Cowdery  had  to  flee  for  his  life,  leaving 
his  wife  and  two  children  behind  him,  Mrs.  Cowdery's  maiden  name 
was  Whitmer,  and  a  sister  of  one  of  Ihe  VVhitmer's  who  figured  as  a 
leader.  She  was  a  beautiful  woman,  whose  quiet  nature,  sweet  temper 
and  kind  disposition  won  her  friends  wherever  she  was  known. 

Mr.  Cowdery  came  back  to  Kirtland*  In  the  spring  of  1840,  on  the 
1 2th  day  of  May,  he  addressed  a  large  Democraiic  gathering  in  the 
street,  belwxen  the  German  Reformed  church  of  Tifiin  and  the  present 


residence   of  Hez.  Gran.     He  wa>  then   or.  a   :o;;t  of  c\*jV»":AJ.or   ,^-. 
a  ;oc  a: :  Dii  :  o  f ■  u r <u e  h : >  p  ro:e >>i  on   a <  a  » a w  >  c r»  h ax ; '.ii^  c :"! :  *. : v '.  \  aM • ". 
doned  ar.d  broken  away  from  all  his  connections  tk;jh   ;>.<*   \5o^rA*^r.s 
In  the  fail  of  the  same  year  he  movcti  >n::h  h:>  unv,i\    ;o  r;rt**n  An*i 
opened  a  law  office  on  Market  street, 

Mr.  Cowdery  was  an  able  lawyer  andain^atadwvatc.  H;n  manuoo 
were  easy  and  gentlemanly:  he  was  polite,  dij^nincii*  >e;  %o«wcoxjn. 
He  had  an  open  countenance,  high  forehead,  dark  broxi^n  c\c.  Kom^u 
nose,  clenched  lips  and  prominent  lower  jaw.  He  shave^i  >n>ooih  and 
was  neat  and  cleanly  in  his  person.  He  was  of  li^hi  suiurc.  aln^ut 
five  feet,  five  inches  high,  and  had  a  loose,  easv  walk.  \N  ith  all  his 
kind  and  friendly  disposition,  there  was  a  certain  dcgioo  of  sadness 
that  seemed  to  pervade  his  whv>le  being.  His  a>sooiat»on  wuh  others 
was  marked  by  the  great  amount  of  ini'ormation  his  conxotsation  con 
veyed  and  the  beauty  of  his  musical  xoiro.  His  addresses  to  the  court 
and  jury  were  characterized  by  a  high  onler  oi'  oratorx.  with  brilliant 
and  forensic  force.  He  was  modest  and  reserved,  ncxei  spoke  ill  of 
any  one,  never  complained. 

He  left  Tiffin  with  his  family  tor  Klkhorn.  in  Wisconsin,  in  1S47. 
where  he  remained  but  a  short  time,  and  thou  mo\ed  to  Missomi, 
where  he  died  in    1S48. 

The  writer  read  law  with  Mr.  C\>wdory  in  Titfin.  and  was  iniiniaiclv 
acquainted  with  him,  from  the  time  he  came  here  muil  he  Ictt.  \xlnch 
afforded  me  every  opportunity  to  stiuly  and  love  his  noble  and  tine 
manhood. 
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SIDNEY    SEA, 

'np^HE  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  most  remarkable  character  that 
\^  was  ever  associated  with  the  Tiffin  bar.  He  was  unlike  other 
lawyers  in  almost  every  thing,  and  seemed  to  avoid  assimilation  on 
purpose.  In  1833  he  had  his  office  in  the  frame  building  on  the  south 
side  of  Market  street,  on  in-lot  No,  71,  now  occupied  as  a  saloon. 
When  the  writer  became  acquainted  with  him  he  was  known  by  the 
name  of  Sidney  Smith.  It  is  said  that  he  was  a  graduate  of  the  New 
Haven  Law  school,  and  that  formerly  he  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade. 
He  was  married  when  he  moved  from  Portage  jzounty  to  Tiffin,  in  1832, 
and  very  soon  secured  a  very  good  practice.  He  bought  a  farm  in 
Scipio  township,  and  laid  out  the  larger  portion  of  Republic.  In  June. 
1836,  he  published  a  notice  in  the  7>^>  Gazt/U^  that  he  would  sell  his 
lots  in  Republic  I  a  valuable  farm  close  by,  another  farm  six  miles  from 
Tifftn,  and  one  and  one-half  lots  between  the  court  house  and  the  free 
bridge^  because*  he  wanted  to  go  to  some  southern  latitude. 

Two  years  thereafter  he  gave  notice  that  he  had  left  his  property  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Chapin  to  sell  for  him,  and  moved  to  Cincinnati, 
where  he  opened  a  law  office*  It  is  said  that  he  there  wore  his  pants  in 
his  feoots.  The  boots  had  large  red  tops,  on  which  were  painted  in  gilt 
letters,  "  Sidney  Smith,  attorney-at-law," 

About  the  latter  part  of  1840  he  came  back  to  Republic  and  opened 
a  law  office  again  in  the  name  of  Smith.  He  took  a  very  active  part  in 
the  presidential  campaign*  and  made  the  first  speech  when  the  Whigs 
raised  their  log  cabin  on  the  lot  where  the  Commercial  bank  now 
standt>.  In  his  political  harangue  on  that  day  he  was  exceedingly  per- 
sonal and  bitter.  This  was  on  the  3d  day  of  June,  1840,  He  made 
many  more  speeches  throughout  Seneca  county  that  summer  and  falU 
but  became  so  boisterous  and  abusive  that  the  Whig  central  committee 
finally  refused  to  make  any  further  appointments  lor  him. 
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The  Whigs  carried  the  day,  as  is  well  known,  and  whatever  may  have 
been  the  moving  cause,  other  than  that  expressed  in  the  petition  itself 
when  the  legislature  met  in  Columbus,  the  following  December,  Mr 
Smith  sent  a  petition  to  that  body,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to 
change  his  name  from  Sidney  Smith  to  Sidney  Sea-  The  petition  was 
all  poetry,  of  his  own  manufacture,  and  being  so  utterly  void  of  all  rea- 
son* it  was  defeated  in  the  senate,  and  on  the  15th  of  January,  1841,  on 
motion  of  Senator  Hasletine,  it  was  reconsidered,  laid  on  the  table,  and 
finally  passed  on  the  i6th  day  of  March,  1841 

The  reason  assigned  in  this  poetic  petition  by  Mr.  Smith  was:  "That 
when  Adam  stood  up  in  Paradise  in  obedience  with  the  command  of 
the  Creator,  to  name  al)  things^  and  all  the  living  things  had  passed  be- 
fore Him  receiving  names  in  order,  it  got  to  be  late  in  the  afternoon, 
and  poor  Adam's  vocabulary  failed  to  hold  out.  Then  Adam  held  his 
hands  up  to  shade  his  eyes,  and  saw  in  a  corner  of  the  garden  an  in* 
famously  looking  mob  of  humanity.  He  called  them  up,  looked  ai 
them  awhile,  and  being  half  angry  and  half  provoked,  called  them  all 
Smith."  He  wanted  to  get  away  from  that  crowd,  he  said,  and  the 
general  assembly  let  him  out. 

About  two  years  thereafter  he  was  made  brigadier  general  of  this 
brigade,  and  when  in  uniform  and  on  a  fine  horse,  he  was  in  his  true 
element.  The  writer  has  seen  large  portions  of  the  army  of  Bavaria 
and  France,  and  many  soldiers  in  this  country,  but  never  a  man  that 
looked  more  furious  and  brave  on  a  horse  than  General  Sea  (as  we 
shall  now  call  him).  He  was  indeed  valliant  as  long  as  he  was  not  op 
posed  by  anybody,  but  **  caved  in"  when  confronted;  his  acts  oftei 
bordering  on  cowardice. 

About  this  time  an  independent  company,  called  Osceolas,  had  been 
organized  in  Tiffin,  and  by  the  kindness  of  General  Nighswander,  O.  M, 
General  of  Ohio,  had  procured  flint-lock  rifles,  with  which  they  ap- 
peared on  parade  from  time  to  time.  It  seems  that  General  Sea  and 
others  had  made  efforts  to  procure  arms  for  the  several  militia  compa- 
nies in  this  county  and  tailed.  Now  to  see  these  Osceoias  parade  the 
streets  in  Tiffin  with  their  clean  guns,  and  General  Sea's  men  attend 
muster  without  arms,  was  too  much  tor  the  General,  and  his  poetic 
genius  again  took  possession  of  him.  One  morning  a  lot  of  posters 
were  stuck  up  all  over  Tiffin  and  copies  sent  all  over  the  county  calling 
a  meeting  of  the  *'  Grand  Militaire  "  of  the  county  at  Tiffin,  as  follows: 
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ATTENTION 

MILITARY    MEN   OF    SENECA  COUNTY 
INJUSTICE   IN    THE  CAMP! 
EVERY    MAN    TO    HIS    POST! 

Blow  ye  the  trumpet,  blow,  and  sound  tho  drum. 

Send  round  the  haud-bills,  let  the  freemen  c^ome; 

For  equal  rights  the  staiidurtl  let  ua  raise, 

And  let  the  Tiitin  Junt*^  foam  and  gaze. 

Eight  companies  have  we,  old,  faithfu]  and  true. 

Whose  rights  are  trampled  on  to  bless  the  new. 

Your  old  and  patient  prayers  thrown  in  your  face, 

And  Oceohis  bom  to  partial  grace. 

The  cpuirtermaster  deals  you  pelting  storms, 

But  takes  the  Oreo  las  to  his  arms; 

lie  gives  them  guns,  the  brightest  and  the  best, 

Let's  your  old  beards  petition  and  be  cursed, 

liere^  you  e4m  see,  the  Titiin  Juntti  reigns, 

While  you  submit  to  penalties  and  paius. 

Shall  Oceolas  dauut  their  glittering  steel, 

And  ean  the  ol<ler  bndhei-s  fail  to  feely 

Behold  their  sheen  displaying  to  the  sun. 

And  trudge  your  s^nher  face  and  wooden  gun. 

Hear  ye,  brave  spirits  of  our  fathei^s  giuie, 

And  let  your  child  re  u  put  their  reason  on. 

High  soars  the  eagle  out  of  mortal  sight. 

But  why  should  justice  tower  a  greater  height? 

The  eagle  sometimes  stoops  to  mortal  kirj. 

Then  why  not  justice  sometimes  dwell  with  man. 

If  you  arise  and  meet  In  TitRn,  on  Saturday,  the  14th  inst.,  at  10  o'cloek 
pi'ecisely,  and  [reaceablv,  with  united  vtdce,  prochiim  your  wrongs  to  the 
legislature,  I  tlvink  you  may  procure  your  rights,  and  arms  euougli  ofdrlTer- 
ent  description  to  make  our  l)rigade  resp**ctahle,  and  I  promise  my  feebh* 
aid  on  the  side  of  iiupartial  jiistire.  Why  sliould  a  ruiserahle  faction  rule 
the  whole  county V  1  hope  and  trust  that  our  well-beloved  brethren,  thr 
Oceohis.  when  they  tiud  that  their  older  l»rothers  ar»*  men.  to«i,  will  be  more 
anxious  to  give  justice  than  to  take  wrong. 

You've  set  me  as  a  watchman  on  the  wall.  I  see  the  ixuson  hissing  hi  the 
ramp.  1  blow  the  lioni.  Let*s  peaceably  extract  the  venomous  l^eth  and 
It^t  t!ie  reptiles  live.  SIDNEY  SEA, 

Brigadier  (ten^nii. 
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hvl  US  tiU  come  up  U)  tlie  meeting  and  iuveHtij^ale  the  whole  aiTair. 

A8A  WAV.i'oloueL 
G.  M.  0(il)K\,  Lieuleiuint  ColoneL 
IIENRV  METZi^EU,  Afljiitiint, 
JOSIAII  UiJOl',  QnartermiAst«r, 
E.  T.  8TlCKXKV.<^aptain. 
1KMETZ(;ER.  (  uiUain, 
J.S.  SPARKS,  raptain, 
PAIL  DEWlTr,  iHt  LieTiteimnt, 
W.  BURROWS.  M  Lieuteiiaut. 

Rkihtbijc,  Jaiiimry  3, 1S4:{. 

ThcjiC  indorsers  all  lived  in  Republic,  or  near  by,  and  were  easily  in* 
duced  to  sign  anything  against  Tiffin.  After  the  burning  of  the  court 
house,  great  e (Tons  were  made  to  remove  the  county  seat  ia  Repubh'c, 
and  build  a  new  court  house  there,  but  they  failed,  and  the  grudge  had  not 
died  away  yet.  The  Tiffin  Junto  was  nothing  but  the  little  independent 
military  company,  the  most  of  whom  lived  in  the  country.  These 
**  reptiles  '*  wronged  nobody  when  they  secured  guns  for  themselves. 

The  meeting  came  off  in  the  little  olH  school  house  on  Market  street. 
The    Osceolas   were     there  in  full  force,  and  but  few  of  the  militia, 
(ieneral  Sea  came  in,  and  taking  the  chair,  called  the  meeting  to  order, 
and  administered  one  of  his  usual  reprimands  to  the  Osceolas  for  not* 
taking  their  turbans  off.     Colonel  Gibson,  who  was  invited  to  attend  by 
Captain  Poorman,  of  the  Osceolas,  being  present,  and  the  writer,  who 
procured  the  guns,  having  explained  to  the  meeting  the  manner  of  our  1 
organization,  and   the  mode  of  procuring  our  guns,   the  meeting  *d 
journed  and 

*■  Tlif  Dtike  of  Brunswick,  with  his  misjhty  men. 
Miu I'lteil  up  the  hill  and— tlif^n  inarcheil  down  atrain." 

It  is  probable  that  the  quartermaster-general  of  Ohio  demanded  se-  • 
curity  for  arms  that  were  distributed  among  the  militia. 

On  one  of  the  September  muster-days,  the  *'  grand  army  "  was  drawn 
up  in  line  from  ihe  river  to  Madison  street,  on  Washington  street,  fac- 
ing tn  the  east.  General  Sea  was  on  his  high  horse,  in  full  uniform, 
and  in  his  glory-  (fcorge  W.  Black  had  a  bakery  and  small  beer-shop, 
nearly  opposite  the  National  hall.  While  the  General  was  up  street,  a ' 
man  slipped  out  of  the  ranks  into  Black's,  and,  securing  a  section  of 
ginger  cake,  stepped  into  line  again.  Now  came  the  General  in  full 
gallop,  with  his  feathers  dying  in  air  and  the  yellow  cuffs  of  his  gloves 
up  to  his  elbow,  and  noticing  the  man  with  his  big  ginger  cake,  stopped 
short,  wheeled  his  horse  facing  the  men,  and  shouted,  **  Attention  I  Great  i 
Ood  ?  Look  at  this  !  A  free  born  American  citizen  soldier,  in  the  service 
of  his  country,  eating  ginger  bread  iu  the  ranks  !"  The  man  wilted. 
24 
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About  the  year  1M43  General  Sea  left  Republic  and  moved  to  Tiffin 
again r  when  he  and  Mr.  L.  A.  Hall  became  partners  in  the  law  firm  of 
Hall  ^^  Sea.  They  soon  had  a  large  practice,  and  while  Sea  was  the 
belter  advocate,  Hall  was  the  better  pleader.  Mr.  Sea's  striking  ap- 
pearance and  forcible  address  gave  him  great  influence  with  a  jury.  He 
was  quick  and  ready  to  catch  a  point,  and  unsparing  in  pressing  it- 
This  partnership  lasted  only  about  two  years,  and  both  ( ontinucd  in 
the  practice  in  Tiffin, 

General  Sea  was  ambitious  and  used  all  the  means  at  his  command  lo 
get  Cieneral  John  Bell,  of  Lower  Sandusky,  who  was  major-general  oC 
the  17th  division  O.  M.,  out  of  office,  with  a  view  of  filling  it  himsf^lC 
(ieneral  Hell  was  a  most  estimable  gentleman  and  highly  esteemed  citi- 
zen, but  he  sometimes  appeared  on  parade  with  a  straw  hat  on  his  head; 
put  on  no  style,  and  in  t.S^H,  while  the  Canadian  or  patriot  war  was 
raging,  a  lot  of  arms  were  stolen  out  of  General  BelTs  warehouse,  in 
Lower  Sandusky.  These  two  circumstances  served  General  Sea's  pur- 
pose, and  he  drew  up  charges  against  General  Rell  for  the  purpose  at 
having  him  tried  and  court-martialed.  He  had  his  law*  partner,  Mr, 
Hall,  to  copy  the  charges,  and  they  were  sent  to  Governor  .Shannon, 
Governor  Shannon  thereupon  caused  the  following  order  to  be  issued. 
which  convened  the  most  distinguished,  august  and  talented  military 
men  that  ever  formed  a  court  martialin  Ohio,  viz: 


AD-MTTANT  GKXKHAI/s  OFFirK, 
('OLi^MUfTs,  Ohio,  IMiruai-y  H.  Is44. 


A  court-mart iaL  tu  musist  of  seven  persons,  will  assemble  at  the  i'ity  of 
f*olumbiis,  st4ite  of  ()hii».  on  Mfintlny.  the  IHth  iust.,  at  10  o'clork  A.  M.,  for 
the  Kearinjf  and  determintii«  of  iliar^es  preferreil  ajfaiust  Major-iif^neral 
Jnhn  Hell^of  tlie  17lh  division  of  Ohio  uiililia. 

The  court  will  t  ousist  of: 

Majt)r-c;eneral  John  Snider,  of  the  1st  division,  iM'esidenl. 

Majtn-Geueral  i\  H.  i  JoddartL  of  the  l>Uh  divisioih  jurlj^e  advoniti*. 

Major-Cieneml  George  Hi* we.  of  the  i;Uh  ili vision. 

IJrigJidier-iiefieral  M>  S.  Wade,  of  the  'M\  brigade,  1st  division. 

Hrigadiev-(iener:d  <iei»rge  irepliart,  of  the  7th  division. 

Hrigadier-CJenera!  Thomas  Slofktoiu  of  the  i!d  brij^jjuh^  Tlh  ilivision. 

BrigaiHer-tierjeral  Sidney  Sea,  t»f  I  he  17th  divisioji. 

ttenend  \\\  F,  Sunderstuj.  provost  marshnl. 

W 11  bam  Lang,  Kh().,  asHistanl  marsh  ah 

By  order  of  VVtLSUN  SlLVNXON, 

C\mimuiider-in-*iiief  Ohio  Mihtiu. 

R  (tALK. 
Adjutnnt-Uenenil. 

At  the  triaK  which  was  held  in  the  old  United  States  court  room,  the 
lion.  Guslavus  Swan,  as  counsel  for  Gcneial  Bell,  objected  to  Gcneml 
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Sea,  and  alleged  that  Sea  himself  had  drawn  up  the  charges  and  was 
therefore  disqualified  to  sit  and  try  the  case.  Witnesses  were  examined 
and  the  facts  clearly  established.  Mr.  L.  A.  Hal)  testified  that  General 
Sea  had  drawn  the  charges,  and  he  (Halh  had  copied  them,  Phe 
court,  upon  deliberation  without  Sea,  decided  jhat  he  could  not  sit.  On 
the  meeting  of  the  court  after  dinner,  this  fact  was  made  known  to  Gen* 
eral  Sea  by  the  president,  and  he  was  politely  requested  to  withdraw, 
but  there  he  sat  and  allowed  himself  to  be  invited  to  leave  the  second 
time.  He  still  refused  to  go,  when  General  Goddard  ordered  the  writer 
to  take  General  Sea  out  of  the  room'instanter.  The  order  was  obeyed 
slowly  and  reluctantly  by  both  of  us. 

No  matter  what  became  of  the  case.  It  is  referred  to  hece  only  ti> 
show  the  shrewdness  and  head-strong,  stubborn  tharat  ter  of  General 
Sea. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  General  Bell  had  to  pay  a  fine  fi^r  allowing  the 
arms  to  be  stolen  from  him. 

Now  (General  Sea  was  alone  in  the  practice,  and  Mr.  Jeremiah  ('ar- 
pcnter,  of  Venice  township,  having  an  estate  coming  to  him  in  Ken- 
tucky, employed  the  General  to  collect  it  for  him.  The  General  went  to 
Kentucky,  and  after  an  absence  of  several  months,  returned  with  a 
beautiful  horse  he  called  Mazeppa.  Mr.  Carpenter  claimed  that  he  did 
not  get  all  of  the  estate  that  was  coming  to  him,  and  brought  suit  against 
General  Sea.  Along,  sad,  costly  and  angry  litigation  followed.  Car- 
penter obtained  judgment  against  Sea,  and  for  want  of  goods  and 
chattels,  a  writ  oi  ne  exeai  was  sued  out,  and  under  which  General  Sea 
refused  to  give  security,  simply  that  he  would  not  leave  the  county,  and 
preferred  t«»  go  to  jail.  Whether  the  proceedings  were  right  or  wrong 
will  not  be  discussed;  but  the  case  excited  general  notice  and  was  the 
theme  of  gossip  a  long  time. 

While  here  in  jail,  General  Sea,  who  always  was  a  very  voluiuinous 
pleader,  prepared  a  petition  against  Judge  Bowen  and  the  associate 
judges  for  false  imprisonment.  It  covered  about  two  reams  of  paper, 
written  on  both  sides.  Judge  Bowen  offered  $ioo  to  any  person  that 
would  make  for  him  a  copy  of  it.  ^The  case  was  never  tried. 

After  he  had  lain  in  the  stone  jail  some  three  months  or  more,  Messrs. 
R.  G.  Pennington  and  Oliver  (Towdery^as  the  attorneys  of  General  Sea, 
applied  to  Judge  Reuben  Wood,  of  the  supreme  court,  for  a  writ  of 
habrns  anpus  to  get  the  General  out  of  jail.  The  writ  was  issued  and 
Judge  Wood  came  from  Cleveland  to  Tiffin  to  hear  the  case  on  the  5th 
day  of  February,  1847.  General  Sea  was  discharged.  This  was  the  last 
official  act  of  Judge  Wood,  for  his  term  expired  on  the  next  day.     The 
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court  bpuse  was  crowded  to  overflowing  during  the  trial,  and  on  the 
following  night  the  brass  band,  with  a  large  crowd  of  citkens,  gave  Gcn-| 
eral  Sea  a  serenade.  Mvjch  sympathy  was  enlisted  in  his  favor  by  thisl 
time  * 

In  184H  General  Sea,  with  his  familvt  moved  to  Milwaukee,  VViscon- 1 
sin,  since  which  lime  the  writer  has  heard  but  liule  of  him 

He  was  a  most  wonderful  combination  of  mental  force;  shrewd,  cun-j 
rung,  able,  reckless,  daring,  crouching,  vindictive,  ambitious  An  ablel 
orator,  a  forcible  advocate,  but  unsocial  and  cold.  He  was  reckless  inj 
his  adventures,  as  well  as  in  the  abandonment  of  a  good  purpose. 

"  Hty  ]w  loved  jiii  adventurous  life'n  variety, 
•    He  waji  «o  ^reut  a  li»ss  t**  xoud  sotiety/' 

COOPER    K.    WATSON. 

In  the  fall  of  1879,  while  Judge  Watson  was  visiting  his  daughter^ 
Mrs.  John  D.  Loomis,  at  Tiffin,  he  promised  to  write  a  short  sketch  o 
his  )ife  for  publication  in  this  book,  but  being  very  closely  occupieti 
on  the  bench  and  his  health  failing,  the  promise  was  never  complied 
with.  The  following  is  from  the  Tiffi»  Tribune  of  May  27th,  1880,  and' 
while  it  is  very  incomplete,  it  is  perhaps  the  best  that  can  now  be  ob- 
tained  as  a  substitute  for  a  sketch  of  his  life: 

rcn>]>er  K.  VVut«<m  flierl  in  Sandusky. Ohio/riiyrschiy,  May2i>tli.  1H80.  njc«*d 
about  seventy  vf^ars.  after  an  illnesH  iif  several  weeks.  We  take  from  tli«? 
Soudvsltf  Rvfjixftr  the  folli»win^  ohilnary,  and  flesiiv  to  a<hl.  thai  after  he 
movecl  to  Norwalk,  he  was  e|eete<i  a  menilier  of  the  coristitiitioual  ronveii- 
tion : 

"  Tlie  deceased  jurist  was  honiin  JelTerHon  muiity,  Kentucky,  4iii  tlie  l.slli 
dayof  Jtnie.  IHIO,  nntl  waH  therefore  a  niutitli  of  reacliin^  tlie  fnll  allottett 
measure  of  man's  life.  In  boylKx^l  he  was  appriutieeil  toji  luereJiaiit  tailor, 
antl  worked  Jit  his  trade  a  stioit  time. 

lie  turned  lii^  ulleiition,  however,  to  tlie  law.  soon  jitter  remhing  man- 
Iniod.  lie  began  Ids  study  at  Newark,  anil  was  admitted  to  theluu  at  (*ohim- 
bus.  He  praetited  nt  Newark  for  two  years,  tlien  moved  to  Delaware,  wher^ 
he  iTmained  four  years:  tin  n  \veutt«^  Miiriou,  where  he  liveit  live  years,  four 
of  whtcli  lie  served  as  prosecutor  of  the  eounty.  lie  tlien  nun ed  to  Fremont, 
where  he  lived  ei^lit  years.  Wliile  a  resident  of  Fremont  he  became  an  in- 
tjiuiite  friend  of  the  late  Sardis  Ikm'hanl.  an  un<de  and  psrtnm  of  rtvsident 
M.  B.  Hayes. 

Ahont  IKoO  I1P  t(xtk  up  his  i-esidenee  at  Tirtin,nnd  in  lMo4  was  the  FrtseSolJ 
iK.  X^inuididat^*  for  Toui^ress,  and  wiis  elected*  He  entered  the  luni.se  tif 
representatives  with  John  Shernum.  and  simiu  took  rank  as  an  anient  friend 
of  Mherty.  :uid  an  nn<'onipromisin^c  fo*"  of  t)ie  shwe  iM>wer.  He  was  not  re- 
eterted.  and  at  the  <ioM'  of  his  term  returned  to  the  luaetiee  of  the  law. 

In  1S70  he  moved  to  Xorwalk,  where  he  lemaineit  tmtil  he  made  thia  city 
his  home  in  ls74» 
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Altliuu^fh  hf  »*baii|^<»il  his  plwre  ol  residence  Hi'veral  tlmen,  he  Hlwjiyji  look 
the  front  raiik  ut  the  har.  atul  HiH'iireU  iu*t  imly  aji  extensivi*  a4'(|uaiiitunee  in 
the  rejitral  part  at  the  itlaie/lmt  a  wjilw  repiilaticm  as  an  alile  attrl  iiurrej^^fnl 
lawyer,  his  prartice  ^^xtendin^^  throughout  findral  and  weslrni  Ohio  and  iut4i 
the  distTitt  anil  .snpi-eme  «nnrl,s. 

Before  a  jury  he  wan  (dear»  positive  and  ronvinx'in^,  auil  in  the  cixamiiia- 
tion  of  witnesKes,  mure  es>ppr'iaU.v  in  rnniinni  cases,  he  was  sinj^ninriy  nue- 
c\ssfnl  t  to  croHH-exaJniue  medical  exi>ertH  was  hi.H  wpecial  delijtrht.and  tew  of 
them  l>ut  left  his  hands  with  the  drnaxreeahle  convii'tion  tliat  the  lawyer 
knew  more  than  the  doctor. 

In  tlie  prat'lire  tjf  llie  law  he  was  rigidly  hojiest.  far  alnivc  tiie  .Htnall  trit-kn 
of  tfje  professinii,  and  free  fnioi  the  vices  l»y  which  lawyers  ^n'm  a  cheap  no- 
toriety and  pile  lip  money.  Personally  he  was  warm  in  his  friemlship,  s«k 
<*ialdeand  companionable  with  his  frientls,  and  tolcrarU  of  honest  tlifferenceH 
of  opinion  ill  reli^aou  or  politics.  He  was  sincere  himself,  and  a<lmired  sin- 
cerity in  titliers,  and  his  eaniestness  in  this  regard  letl  him  lo  abhor  shams 
and  tlespise  hnndatjjs, 

VV^hen  in  tl*e  full  vi^or  of  ids  mental  i>owf is  he  w  is  a  stron-/  man  on  the 
bt*neh,  and  Inid  he  been  elevnteei  t^>  the  bench  twenty-live  years  atfo  instead 
t)f  bein^  sent  to  congress,  he  wonld  ninpiestiimably  have  attained  the  lii^Ue«t 
jndicial  honors. 

Fn  one  aspect  his  career  was  a  hai>py  exam|>le  to  yiMmg  members  of  th« 
ban  While  he  had  is'real  natural  al>ilities,  tlve  real  secret  of  his  snccess  was 
his  devotion  to  his  bot»ks.  He  reatl  constantly,  patiently  am!  nnderstrmd- 
ly,  and  his  law  library  is  by  far  the  largest  aid  most  complete  in  I  his  sciticai 
(»f  the  state. 

lie  was  j]:really  aibnired  by  sucli  nieii  as  Jiid^e  Haney,  Jnd^fe  White  and 
Judj^e  Webb,  and  Inula  very  warm  iH-rsonal  friend  in  UcinTal  Mayes,  whtN 
as  i^o verm »r  of  the  state,  appoititeil  him  jndj^c  to  fill  the  varHiii;y  cair-iiMl  by 
the  death  td'  Jnd^^e  Lane. 

In  1h:W  he  married  Miss  faroliite  S.  Dnrkee,  of  JCanesviUe.  who  snrviven 
him.  ile  leaves  four  children:  Mrs,  Kleanta- Loomis,  of  Tidin;  Mrs.  (Caro- 
line Willard,  of  ^Monroe,  Michigan:  Mrs.  Nettie  Kilbert,  and  Charles  II. 
Watsmi/' 

JOSFPH    HOWARD 


Was  one  of  the  pioneer  lawyers  of  Tiffin.  He  was  a  fair  pleader,  but 
no  advocate;  more  politician  than  lawyer.  He  was  a  very  gentle- 
manly n^ian  and  always  dressed  neatly.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
what  was  then  railed  *^ aristocracy"  about  his  house.  When,  in  1S30, 
the  judges  of  the  court  appointed  him  clerk,  Mr.  Neil  McCjafTey,  his  pre- 
decessor, was  so  much  surprised  at  the  change  that  he  sued  otit  a  writ 
of  ^tiff  ivarranio  against  Mr.  Howard,  but  the  case  was  never  tried, 
and  Mr.  Howard  officiated  as  clerk  some  four  years.  Ifmier  the 
administration  of  President  Taylor  he  secured  a  clerkship  in  some 
department  in  Washington  city,  where  he  died. 
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>c  oi  rne  oiacsi  i:i\vycrs  iii  i  iiini.  was 
Pennsylvania,  in  Deceraber,  iSi6.  of  Quaker  parents,  Joseph  and  Saralj 
Pennington,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  state!  He  was  a 
descendant  of  Isaar  Pennington,  of  Challort,  Kngland,  who,  with 
George  Fox,  Thomas  Klwood,  Robert  Barclay  and  WiHiain  Penn 
founded  the  Society  of  Friends,  in  England,  about  the  middle  of  the 
.sixteenth  century. 

One  of  Isaac's  daughters,  CJulielma,  was  the  wife  of  William  Penn, 
and  his  son,  Rdward  Pennington,  came  with  him  to  America  and  mar- 
ried  the  daughter  of  Samuel  Jennings,  the  then  governor  of  New 
Jersey,  and  from  whom  the  Penningtons,  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
Jersey,  were  descended. 

In  tS25  Joseph  Pennington  and  family  removed  to  Cayuga  county, 
New  York,  where  they  lived  until  the  spring  of  1854,  when  they  started 
i^nr  the  west,  expecting  to  purchase  land  and  settle  in  the  reservation 
in  this  county.  They  came  to  BufTalo  by  the  New  York  and  Eric 
eanal  and  then  up  the  lake  in  the  old  steamboat  Enterprise,  landing  at 
Huron,  thence  by  wagons  to  Tiffin,  arriving  on  the  24th  of  May.  The 
cholera  breaking  out  in  town,  the  people  chiefly  scattered  lo  the 
<:ountry,  and  the  Pennington  family  took  np  quarters  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  Clinton  township,  where  Joseph  Pennington  soon  after 
bought  a  new  farm,  but  subsequently  purchased  other  lands  and  settled 
in  Bloom  township,  where  the  family  resided  many  years. 

In  1S37  Robert  G.  Pennington  entered  the  Huron  Institute,  at^ 
Milan,  Ohio,  and  after  completing  an  academic  course  there^  in  the 
fall  of  1839  began  the  study  of  law  with  Abel  Rawson,  Esq,,  then  tht 
principal  lawyer  in  the  county,  having  for  a  room-mate  and  fellow* 
student,  John  K.  Gibson,  a  brilliant,  noble  young  man,  who  died  in 
1841,  before  admission  to  the  bar. 

Mr.  K-  G.  Pennington  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1842, 
at  Columbus,  Uhio»  in  a  class  with  Jesse  Stem.  Edward  Smith,  Homer 
Kverettand  Geo.  W,  Thompson,  and  commenced  and  continued  the  part 
nership  with  Mr.  Rawson  until  the  latter  retired  from  active  business, 

In    February,    1842,^  Mr.    Pennington    married    Caroline   i\  Kuhn, 
daughter  of  Captain  Joseph  L.   Kuhn,  late  of  the  United  States  navyj 
and  grand  daughter  of  Lewis  Chadwick   Hargrace,  British  consul  gen-1 
cral  of  the  Balearic  island,  belonging  to  Spain,  and  who  was  born  at 
Port  Mahon,  on  the  island  Menerca,  one  of  the  group,  in  1821. 

I^hrec  daughters  are  the  fruil  of  this  union:   Eugenia  Hargrace,  wife 
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of  AlmoD  Hall,  Esq.,  of  Toledo,  Ohio;  Caroline  C,  wife  of  Hon.  W   R, 
Steele,  of  Wyuming  territory,  and  Louisa  Annette,  the  youngesL 

Mr.  Pennington  has  resided  iti  TitHn  for  forty  years,  and  has  directed 
his  time  and  energies  chieHy  to  his  profession,  yet,  in  the  meantime,  has 
given  much  of  his  means  and  attention  to  enterprises  useful  to  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  Tiffin.  Amongst  these  are  railroads,  banks, 
and  manufacturing  interests,  in  which  he  was  largely  interested  as  stock- 
holder. In  1847,  with  Benjamin  Tomb  and  others,  he  organized  the 
Seneca  county  bank,  the  first  bank  in  the  county,  and  was  its  first 
cashier.  He  also,  with  Edward  Gywn,  organized  and  put  into  opera- 
tion the  tras  Light  Company  of  Tiffint  and  for  seven  years  was  its 
president. 

In  1856  he  was  the  presidential  elector  for  this  congressional  dis- 
trict, and  took  an  active  part  on  the  stump  in  the  canvass  and  cast  his 
vote  for  J.  C-  Fremont  for  president. 

He  was  from  time  to  time  candidate  of  his  party  for  several  places  of 
trust  and  honor,  amongst  which  were  those  of  representative  for  the  state 
legislature  and  member  of  the  late  constiiutional  convention.  In  all 
these  cases  he  was  unable  to  overcome  the  large  Democratic  majori- 
ties in  the  county  and  district. 

In  1 86 1,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  look  a  deep  and  active 
interest  in  the  perils  that  threatened  the  life  of  the  nation,  and  with 
Colonel  Lee,  Major  Dewalt,  organised  the  55th  regiment  O,  V.  L.  and 
accompanied  the  regiment  10  the  field  as  its  qiiartfrmaster  In  1862 
he  was  made  adjutant  general  on  the  staflT  of  General  McLean,  and 
after  a  service  of  two  years,  resigned  on  account  of  lameness  and  ill 
health.  He  returned  to  his  profession,  banking  and  manufacturing, 
sulTering  very  severely  in  his  finances  by  the  revulsions  during  the  last 
few  years. 

As  a  lawyer  he  is  a  better  pleader  than  advocate.  He  is  industrious, 
gentlemanly  and  polite,  courteous  and  friendly.  Aside  from  his  legal 
and  business  qualifications,  he  is  a  great  student  of  the  popular  sciences 
of  the  day,  a  clear  thinker  and  profound  reasoner  on  every  subject  he 
ever  investigated.  His  friendship  is  warm  and  lasting,  and  the  great 
beauty  of  his  '*  make  up"  is  the  fact  that  he  is  always  tht^  same,  tu 
himself  as  well  as  to  others, 

GHORGR  K.  SRNEV 


Was  born  in  Iniontown,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  29,  1831. 
He  is  the  oldest  son  of  Joshua  Seney,  a  short  sketch  of  whose  life 
elsewhere.       He   graduated  at  the  Norwalk    seminary,    read    law    in 
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ihe  office  of  l,.  A,  HaU,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  io  1852  In  1857 
her  was  elected  judge  uf  the  court  of  common  pleas.  In  1858  ihe  oflfici 
of  district  attorney  nf  the  United  States  was  tendered  him,  which  hi 
declined.  He  wa^  the  <|uaricr master  of  the  toist  regiment  (>.  V.  L 
and  atter  iserving  two  yeans  returned  to  hi^  professiun.  In  iS74he  was 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  congress  in  this  district  and  was  beaten  by 
only  159  votes.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  Dcmocraiic  national  con* 
vention  ai  St.  Ix>uis,  He  is  the  author  of  **  Seney'-s  L'ode."  and  is  a 
successful  practitioner  and  an  able  and  Ibrcible  advocate. 

My  venerable  and  distinguished  Old  friend,  the  Hon,  James  Furdy, 
the  veteran  lawyer  of  Mansfield.  Ohio,  who  is  the  only  survivor  of  that 
pioneer  band  of  lawyers  that  attended  the  sittings  of  the  first  courts  in 
Seneca  county,  was  kind  enough  to  furnish  the  writer  a  few  an ec dot 
and  descriptions  of  a  few  scenes  in  connection  with  the  practice  in 
those  early  days,  but  it  took  some  urging  to  induce  Major  Purdy  (as  he 
is  familiarly  called)  tt>  do  so.  Finally  he  penned,  for  the  use  of  the 
writer,  the  following: 

Vkau  srit— At  the  age  of  s7  I  retain  viviill)  in  m>  ujt*niory  unniHirig  arie*r- 
tiiyXes  of  the  bar  in  those  early  days,  a  few  Hpeeiuiens  of  whrrh  I  give,  that 
you  may.  if  you  desire,  inc^cuporale  in  proper  hirigmige  in  your  Jiistnry  of 
Seneca  couuly. 

In  Ihiwe  Uavi^  eiuh  circuit  hail  a  prestrh'iiljiNltfe  a  lawyer— lunl  In  esM'h 
c<iunty  there  were  three  assnciiite  jutlges  -ciiuritry  ^^enllemca.  The  lawyt^rs 
caJted  this  the  '^  iJemararu  teuui."  A  Hiiilor  whs  lined,  iiiul  its  \w  8tjeppt*«l  up 
U»  thf?  clerk  to  pay,  sjiiil  he  hope<l  the  Demarara  team  was  now  ?iatist]ed 
lie  wa»  a»ke<l  to  explain,  when  he  said:  "  Iri4he  Islanti  of  neuianmi  a  tetua 
is  composed  of  three  mul(\^  ami  a  jackass/' 

Some  of  the  uieiidM^rs  of  the  bar  traveled  the  cirenit  witli  the  judge.  Ttiia, 
the  second  ciH! nil,  was  couiposeil  of  the  *'<nrMties  of  liichland,  Huron.  San- 
dusky. Serie4'ti,  Tniwford.  Marion  and  Wooti,  the  latter  heing  organized  in 
Uie  winter  t^f  Isiil— I.  The  members  fif  the  har  that  tniveled  willi  Judgn 
l^me  were:  Parish,  (vf  rolunibris,  Purdy.  J*arker,  May  atun'otJinlierry,  of 
Mansliehl.  ;unl  Boll,  of  Xorwalk,  All  these*  practiced  in  Seneca  con»ity. 
The  two  lirst  uanie«l  liandleil  the  whole  circuit,  except  Wood  I'ounly,  which 
was  then  iiraiTeSHiUlc  on  horselia«*k  agreat  portlier*  of  the  year,  Thatcounty 
was  ri*ncheil  liy  the  members  of  the  bar  of  Norwalk  ljy  saildHmls  from  San- 
dusky t'ity.  These  circuitiiter»  were  called  "  Juil^e  Lane's  gjing."  They 
traveled  tm  liorsrback.  and  in  the  spring  tenii  had  nntddy  roads  and  deep 
streams  to  ford,  sometimes  nearly  covering;  Lheir  horses,  often  afrording 
{unusing  irMidents.  fotlinberry.  May.  Parker  and  myself  Ic^ft  TiUin  for 
New  Haven  one  day  on  the  then  traveled  rt»a<L  Two  weH-to-d<»  fanners  cm 
that  road  bad  a  suit  trii'il  at  that  term,  Turdy  forplaintitT  and  C'oflinl>erry 
for  the  defeuditnt.    C'ontrar)  to  his  nsual  practice,  t'o1Jinberr>  abused  the 
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pluiiitifl'  personally.  Six  imleHout  tlitiy  foiiiitj  a  bniiieti  of  RcK^ky  vrt^k  more 
timn  miil-sitlt^  ileep  Ui  tht^irUonspB  unci  uver(Uiwir»i^  iX»  banks,  i'titHnbt^rry 
luLving  b<^*^n  a  b^ailor  iii  liis  <lav,  deeuu^d  it  prinii*nt  to  he«d  np  slreaiu.  Jitnl 
makiiig  hIIowhih'h  fur  It^e-uav,  got  out  of  tln'  rosici  and  nut  his  hortifr'  a^cHiiiM. 
a  tissue  whitli  was  crwereil  \Ttili  waiter;  liiH  horso,  "(M  Tcuu»"  fell,  the  jjiil 
broke,  rider,  saddle  and  saddle-ba^s  went  over  his  hea<l  into  the  w«ter.  He 
jfot  nut  iw  best  he  I'ould  ami  the  journey  was  reHnnjed.  We  reaehed  the 
umin  streanu  which  was  eonniderpd  to*>  deep  to  venture  aero«s  that  ihiy. 
Here  the  plaintiff  resided.  In  sight  on  the  other  iside  was  the  residence  of 
the  defendant  The  ^iin\§  delerniine*!  to  ask  the  hospitality  of  the  ]daintilT. 
luit  i'otVmbern  vehemently  im^tented.  Jufljje  dark,  the  plaintiff.  ni*fcsl 
eheerfnlly  re<eived  ns,  took  ('ollinhem  into  a  rottm  and  ^ive  him  a  suit  of 
dryclotiyes,  treatinij  him  more  kindly  than  the  resl  i>r  os,  anti  would  u<it  per- 
mit him  t»)  aymlo^ize. 

They  left  Tiilin  for  Norwalk  on  Sundjiy  moruing  with  Juil^e  J^ane.  aud 
reiu'hed  *  StronjLf's  ndge  "  and  '^Strong^s  tavern/'  tired,  hungry  and  thirsty. 
TV»e  family  was  absent,  and  the  honse  elonetL  Tliey  weut  to  the  burn, 
wl»ere  they  fonud  oaln  aud  fed  their  liorsen.  Then  they  ^fot  into  Uie  licHme 
and  into  Aunt  Moily\H  euplioanL  where  tJiey  found  plenty  of  i^mnl,  fresh- 
tmked  bread,  his<*uit8,  jiies  and  all  neeessjtry  aeeorapanimenhH  for  a  ginwl 
dinner,  of  whirtl;  they  heartily  partook.  The  bar  was  lo<'ked  also,  l>ut  the 
eonlents  of  a  lioitle  that  bad  the  appearance  of  bnin«ly  attiarted  their  atten- 
tion. With  the  tonjTS.  thnnij^h  a  liolr  in  the  window,  tliey  eanglit  the  decan- 
ter by  the  no7/le  and  j^nlled  it  to  the  opeirin^.  when*  the  llnrMty  cu,st*imei*s 
were  at*<nmmodated.  It  was  emptied.  Leavinj?  in  the  bar  double  tlie 
anuanit  nf  the  usual  chaiM^e,  they  closefl  the  htujse.  moiuited  and  left.  They 
soon  met  Mr.  Stnuij?  anti  lady  rouiinj^  from  church  with  quite  a  luimber  of 
frietuls  to  partake  of  Aunt  M<iily\s  nice  dinner,  which  tlun  had  jnst  con- 
sumed. They  left  the  Jndy:c  to  a]»ol<iffi/e  as  best  he  etndd  antl  went  on  theii- 
way. 

Fort  Hall,  on  the  went  side  of  the  riven  had  been  an  applieatjt  for  the 
county  seat  and  failed  ;  eon.'^'tpiently  there  were  frecptent  coutrtjversies  be- 
tween citi/ens  of  the  two  i>laees.  Mr.  lledjj^es  bouijht  Fort  Hall  and  com- 
bined their  interests.  A  log  jail  wa.4  built  in  Tiilin,  in  which  was  left  a  very 
heavy  piece  of  timl>er.  Iiewed.  The  pri»priet.*n-  of  Fort  Ball  was  a  lalL  hand- 
st»me  man,  and  full  of  mettle.  Parisfi  had  been  his  atttuney.  One  day 
during  a  teim  of  court.  I^arish  coniiueuced  a  null  against  him  for  fees,  and 
had  him  imprisoned.  He  raised  the  heav>  timber,  smaslied  the  door  to 
pieee»,  and  made  his  way  thiwu  street.  Parish  saw  liim  aud  asked  him  how^ 
he  got  out  of  prison,  lie  answered.  ''  I  took  myself  out  on  a  writ  of  hahra.< 
mi'iHU'i."     Parish,  learning  the  fads,  dismissed  the  suit  and  fingave  the  debt. 

Mendii'rs  of  the  liar  played  cartls  at  night  for  small  smns  of  money,  and 
sometimes  w^ere  indicted  tV^r  the  same.  One  miuiiing  in  court  u  jun'  w^as 
sworn  to  try  a  case  in  which  I'arish  was  of  counsel.  The  prosecuting  att^»r- 
ney,  Mr.  Sea.  interrupted  business  and  asked  leave  t«  arraign  a  person  then 
in  court,  against  whom  an  indictment  had  just  been  found.  Leave  VkHs 
gmnleiK  lie  called  Mr.  Parish  to  Btand  u|i,  and  read  to  him  an  indictment 
rontitining  two  counts  for  gambling  with  cards.  Parish  promptly  resp4uuled 
to  one  count,  which  he  said  was  a  gentleman's  game,  and  plead  guilty.    To 
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tJif  oUmt  be*  ihinkJ  "  not  pfnilty/'  mu]  siaid,  -'that  U—il  si loemaker'bi  game.  I 
TJt*ver  p!uy."    fSea  ft)rm«nly  whh  a  slioemakt^r  by  ti^adt^J 

J.  Boyil,  Jt  furiniM  iiiul  eiirly  |m»not^r  <in  IIoue>  creek.  l»ox»^fl  Ji  ydtmj?  fH- 
low's  rai^  at  ii  loji  rollunj.  fi)r  whirh  In*  mis  ludh'U'il.  Willjum  Clark,  iilsd 
m\  parly  pioneer  iirifl  n  fttrmrr,  hu*l  iiiit^ld  ruslntnie^tl  nslirniTwitli  a  nrigldH>r, 
for  whirh  lie  wjus  iinlit'tpil  ?ilsu.  Th^ir  trialscjum'  on  at  llie  nainf*  t<*mi :  earli 
<k't4^rmininl  to  ili^ft'nd  hirnsf^lt\  Mr,  IJnyd'?*  r-usi^  was  llrAl  heanl.  The  wit- 
m'HseH  wiu>'  **XHiuiiiP*l  aint  lUt'  prns^^i'ntiiijyr  ntt<inioy  tulrUvssed  tlif»  jury, 
\uc\e  Jimmy,  altlionvili  a  very  intelliMfeiit  maru  t<ninin»!mself  very  murli 
pmbarrasiH^^d  in  exuminirt^  llif  witiu^iist's,  antl  his  sin'*^fli  in  ilefeiin*  was  a 
hiUnre.  lit*  »al  dowiv  dist-onililfd.  ().  Parisli  vnlnnlr*^ied  tiuvply  oriliphnlf 
-iii  the  sluU*,  and  Hrared  him  sevt^relv.  He  wats  foufid  jxuilt>  ami  lined  5^'»JHI, 
the  nnlinao  ehar^je  in  Hia-h  ejiHeH  at  that  time. 

I'liele  Billy  was  iutellij!:ent  and  had  practieed  in  justiee's  conils,  hesiilw* 
he  wa^*4  liattualiy  slnewd.  IlLs  ease  eame  ou.  In  examining  the  witiieHses 
he  did  well.  The  proseeutinjf  attorney  made  a  shcjrt  speech  inteiHlinigi  to 
jjjive  Parish  fidl  space  to  reply  to  Uncle  Hilly.  The  jnd^re  said,  "  Mr.  (Uark, 
do  you  wish  to  mhlress  the  jury?"  Having  the  fear  of  Parish  Iw-fore  hi» 
**ye»,  he  answered  :  ^*  No,  your  Honor,  that  little  Hv»eech  in  nt»t  worthy  of  an 
answer."    Parish  wa8  iJisjipptdnted,  heing  cnt  off  in  this  manner. 

A  large  portion  of  the  early  pioneei>iid'Seiteejicivnntv  emigrat»*<i  from  New 
York,  In  that  Htate  grand  jurors  receive  no  pay.  The  sheriff  selected  them 
troni  the  most  iudependeol  free-liolders.  who  could  atfTord  hi  .speinl  their 
time  and  money.  They  organi/.eil  and  adopted  lertain  rides  for  their  gov- 
errmienl.  For  absence  at  roll  call  they  were  hned  a  ht>ttle  of  hranily.  The 
Seneea  t*onnty  grand  jnr>  uvlot*ted  the  same  rn!e.  and  the  full  bottle  wasi 
always  on  the  table.  Judge  Lane  was  notified  of  the  nde,  gave  the  grand 
jury  H  blowing  up,  t*rdered  its  repeal,  and  the  practice  discontinued. 

Now  these  things  were  finite  aniu»ing  to  ns,  bnt  whether  the  present  gen- 
eration will  take  any  interest  in  them  is  for  yon  to  judge. 

Very  respee  Ifidly  yours,  etc 

J.  PURDY. 

» 

Another  case,  in  fact,  one  of  the  first  jury  cases  in  our  common 
pleas  court,  should  also  be  remembered.  It  was  the  case  of  Bennett 
-against  Knight  for  false  imprisonment.  The  plaintiff  had  been  ar- 
raigned before  Knight  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  for  stealing  calves,  and 
was  by  him  sent  to  prison.  Parish  for  plaintiff.  Purdy  for  defendant. 
In  bis  argument^  Parish  regretted  thai  he  had  claimed  in  his  declara- 
tion but  J500.  The  small  room  in  which  court  was  held  was  densely 
crowded.  A  wag  called  out,  **  If  the  Bennetts  can  make  $500  stealing 
calves  they  had  better  quit  the  hog  busines.s,'  The  judge  could  not 
find  the  disturber  in  the  crowd,  and  the  contempt  of  court  was  neces- 
sarily left  unpunished. 

About  two  months  before  the  death  of  Mr.  Rawson,  he  visited  the 
writer  and  retj nested  him  to  insert  in  the  history  of  Seneca  county — 
if  he  shoivld  ever  write   one — the  writer's   response  to  a  toast^at  a  bar 
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meetiDg,  held  in  tfic  Shawhan  House,  on  the  evening  of  the  30th  of 
November,  1855,  The  meeting  was  an  exceedingly  pleasant  alTair. 
There  is  no  merit  in  the  poetry,  and  nothing  but  my  respert  tor  Mr. 
Rawson's  reqtiesl  can  apologise  for  the  room  it  Ukes  here. 

I  Prtjiu  the  TJrtto  Til  hone  of  t>ec«mb6r  'M,  IH\V) 

"THE  TIFFIN    BAR," 

Tlj4^  abiive  loant.  remi  nt  the  lawyer's  ft'stiviU,  on  tlie  eveniji^  at  the  imth, 
miii  tkHHi^uk'tl  t4i  Judge  W'illiwm  Lang,  calleil  out  the  following  poptic^aljW* 
iVeasfrrit  fnuu  Ww  Jitdge; 

W^hrn  vulgju*  minds  with  epitliHs  have  d*)iie. 

And  spent  on  us  their  last  of  common  fun; 

When  iHH't>s.  statesmen,  wamw^s,  one  and  all. 

lluvi^  niii  their  roui*se  on  tins  terrestrial  ball, 

Tl\e  fame  of  Tiirufs  vTiet'n  bag  kiii^lits  shall  st^iJid, 

I'ompHriiig  well  with  any  in  l!ie  land. 

There's  Jcjhn  J,  Steiner,  and  our  lirother  S*»ott. 

The  former  tiow  enjoys  a  farmer's  h*t. 

Tlie  hitter,  rhrirmetl  by  Kate  and  t'njud's  tune. 

Has  left  tlie  earth  iind  mtived  to  hoiievmtHin. 

Beeaose.  for  law  he  never  eareil  a  feather. 

*So  of!'  he  went  \^ith  hive,  shoes,  hmits  and  leather. 

Whenever  ye  iti  husiuess  etninsel  need. 

Or  need  another  in  your  ranse  to  plead. 

And  ye  hi  custody,  ami  ehar^ed  with  crime. 

Anil  ye  whose  creditors  no  pr4>se  or  rhyme 

Can  stiothe:    and  ye  wliose  delitors  stid)boni  be, 

(Provide<i  you  always  come  with  a  fee,) 

Here  Riiwsoii  lives,  and  Watson,  Pillar;s,  too, 

Johnson  and  Stem.  flalL  Seiiey,  Lamai^aux; 

Noble,  <*rouiHe,  Dihline,  <irifl1th,  Ike. 

Say  uolhinvc  »»f  the  self-made  law\ver  Pike; 

Here's  Wilson,  who  <inre  prosecut^ir,  late. 

Was  chosen  our  i»wn  senator  nf  state; 

\Vnd  he  who  raueh  abonmlsKin  words  and  fun. 

Of  reH<iy  action,  T,  i\  Tunison; 

Here's  Johnny  Payne,  tlie  man  w^ho.  hv-the-by 

Was  representative—near  six  feet  high; 

And  LsutiloVK  Lee.  who  always  for  a  song 

Will  make  wrong  ri^ht,  and  chani?e  lighl  into  wrong; 

Omnipotent  Jolui  Smith,  and  Stickney,  Way, 

Pitleuger,  Martin,  Heilges,  who,  Ihey  say. 

Has  left  the  law— tin*  higher  nohler  rank. 

And  gone  tistray,  with  money— into  bank.  * 

Patterson,  ISirnside.  at  htst.  not  least. 

There's  no  s\ich  man  as  Welch,  from  west  to  east  I 

AVhile  on  tlie  l>eneh  of  people's  probate  eoitrt. 
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Sits  otir  Hsteeiiierl  ami  worthy  John  K,  Uonl: 
HobertU.  IViminirt<^n,  poor  fellow,  gone 
To  nee  the  riiilromi  tniittei-s  all  ulone; 
And  (lilwin— 80  agrt^iMJ  among  the  god.s* 
\s  trenKUipr  of  Htatt*  hy  many  oddi*. 

Let  satin*  scofT,  htuI  vvii'kt*<l  cTith*s  frthvu, 

Therft*8  n<»  such  guhixy  fnmii'ongi-essilown  ! 

Rei>respnte<l  w^ll  in  every  sttUion, 

IjOoU  first  to  the  rounsel  of  ttie  nutiitn, 

Then  to  the  othcers  of  stat*^— then  see 

The  Meruite'H  rhjiirraan— one  of  us  wus  he: 

And  in  tin*  lowei-  htKuse.  fjor  Noble  siil. 

Willie  we  at  h<nne  .supplied  the  bench  at  lliat: 

Maile  school  directors,  and  enrourageci  science. 

Tinned  stumpers  ami  set  st;dt*smen  at  deliiUice; 

PratticeU  p!nlantliri»i»y  in  rhnstian  meekness. 

Made  money.  t*Ht.  from  either  people'^  wenkneHs. 

Attenderl  fairs  and  ntudietl  a^friculture, 

Jn  short,  vvatrhed  everything  from  pink  to  vnllure. 

Sii  (inward,  brethren,  let  ns  stand  togetlier. 
In  fortm»e'«  rays;  in  iid verse,  stormy  weather: 
Now  push  alwrnt  the  soi-ial  tlowim;  l>owL 
think  luhtv  drau>?hts.  fralf-ruat  Jlow  of  sou b 
And  may  he  now.  ami  ever  be  a  beast, 
Who  feels  no  joy  in  this  fratermd  feast. 
And  one  and  all,  take  contiseK  be  advised^ 
Hy  no  temptation  let  us  lie  enticed 
To  lose  the  secret  of  this  earthly  life. 
So  fidl  of  blessings,  fn!l  td'  peare  and  strife; 
yiiiy  each  ami  every  noble,  honest  heart 
lie  truly  man,  and  bravel>  act  bis  part; 
And  when  we've  tinished  t*very  case  l^eIow. 
When  mil  ore's  law  shall  bit!  ns  henee  to  go. 
To  meet  the  Judge  of  nations  at  the  bar 
Of  His  iriltuual  in  the  w<Hld  afar: 
Ma>  each  in  peace,  i>repiiieil  to  close  the  nice. 
Make  out  himsolf  a  good,  coticlnnive  ctme. 

The    name  of  every  lawyer  then    in    Seneca  county    is    here   giver 
except  the  wriler*s, 

WAHRKN     PKRRV    NOBLK 


Was  born  in  Lujtcrne  ciounly,  Pennsylvania,  June  14.  1820.  His  fatber*s 
name  was  WilMam  Moble,  anci  his  mother's  maiden  name  Kebecca 
Lflle>  The  parents  moved  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  when  they  had^ 
three  iittte  children,  and  located  in  Salt  Creek  tov^nship,  some  te 
miles  east  of  Wooster.     In  1834  the  family  moved  to  Medina  count 
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where  father  Noble  had  bought  a  farm.  He  lived  there  about  two 
years^  when  he  sold  the  farni^  and  taking  with  him  his  oldest  son,  came 
to  Jackson  township,  where  he  had  previously  entered  120  acres^  and 
built  a  small  cabin  upon  it.  Then  he  returned  tor  the  faroily  and 
bronght  tlieni  here  in  1836.  The  cabin  proved  to  be  too  small  for  so 
large  a  family^  and  some  of  the  boys  had  to  sle^p  in  the  wagons  until 
another  adjoining  cabin  could  be  constructed-  By  this  time  they  had 
nine  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  daughter,  Mary,  is  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Histe,  one  of  the  present  county  commissioners.  Of  the  sons  but  four 
are  still  living:  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Warren  Perry  Noble,  Harrison 
Noble,  the  present  mayor  of  Tiffin,  Captain  Montgomery  \oble,  and 
John  Noble,  clerk  of  the  court  in  Clay  county,  Kansas. 

Warren  P.  lived  with  his  lather  on  the  farm,  and  as  he  grt:vv  u[»  to 
boyhood,  received  such  sc  hooi  education  as  the  country  afforded  ;  but 
nature  had  endowed  him  with  a  good  physique,  with  a  more  than 
average  amount  of  brain,  and  above  all,  with  a  spirit  of  industry  and 
perseverance  that  knew  no  tiring.  He  applied  himself  to  his  btjoks, 
and  was  soon  enabled  to  teach  school  in  the  neighborhood  ot  his  home, 
embracing  Fostoria.  Mr,  John  Lawrence,  Hon.  Charles  Foster,  Rev, 
Jacob  Caples.  Junius  V.  Jones,  were  among  his  scholars,  and  others 
who  have  also  ber  ome  eminent  in  life.  In  February,  1842,  he  entered 
the  law  office  of  kawson  and  Pennington,  in  Tiffin,  and  in  US44  was 
a<imitted  to  the  bar.  From  that  time  to  this  day  he  has  faithfully 
applied  himself  to  the  practice. 

In  1847,  on  the  17th  day  of  August,  he  married  Mary  E.,  oldest 
<laughter  of  Mr.  F,  Singer,  of  Tiffin.  Mrs.  Noble  died  on  the  9th  of 
March,  1853,  leaving  Mr.  Noble  with  three  little  children;  two  little 
girls  and  a  baby  boy  but  a  few  days  old.  He  Raised  and  educated  his 
children,  and  the  girls  are  both  married.  Belle  is  Mrs,  William  L. 
Bates,  of  fJaylon,  f)hio:  Mary  Ellen  is  Mrs.  Silas  W.  Graff,  residing  at 
Tiffin,  (>hiu;  Warren  Frederick,  the  son,  isagraduate  of  the  Ohio  State 
university^  of  the  class  of  1879,  and  is  now  reading  law  in  his  father*s 
office. 

After  living  the  life  of  a  widow^er  more  than  seventeen  years,  and 
raising  his  children  until  they  were  able  to  take  care  of  themselves,  Mr. 
Nobk  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  M.  Campbell,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  on  the 
:27lh  day  of  September,  1870,  and  two  most  interesting  little  girls  arc 
the  fruit  of  this  marriage. 

In  1846  Mr.  Noble  was  elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  general  assembly  of  Ohio,  and  re-elected  in  1847.  ^^  ^^^ 
fall  of  1848  he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  Seneca  county,  and 
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re-eleried  in  1850,  serving  four  years,  except  a  short  time  before  the 
expiration  of  his  term,  whfen  he  resigned.  In  1S60  he  was' elected  to 
the  thirty-seventh  congress  over  Judge  Carey,  the  Whig  candidate  for 
hh  second  term,  and  was  re-elected  to  the  thirty-eighth  congress  over 
Judge  VV^ooster,  of  Norwalk,  who  was  his  colleague  in  the  previoui^  term^ 
having  been  thrown  into  this  district  by  the  change  of  district;*  prior  to 
the  election,  Mr,  Noble  was  a  war  Democrat,  and  served  as  such  dur- 
ing the  war  to  March  4th,  1865, 

He  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Ohio  state  university  for  ten  years» 
having  been  first  appointed  by  Governor  Hayes.  After  the  death  of 
John  T.  Huss  and  the  failure  of  the  First  National  bank  in  Tiffin.  Mr. 
Noble  was  appointed  as  its  receiver-  fie  settled  claims  against  the 
institution,  amounting  to  5240,000,  paying  sixty  cents  on  the  dollar,  and 
settled  up  the  concern  with  the  least  litigation  and'in  the  shortest  time 
of  any  bank  that  failed  since  the  inauguration  of  the  present  banking 
system.  He  has  been  the  president  of  the  Commercial  bank  ever  since 
it  started,  in  June,  1876,  and  is  the  president  also  of  the  Tiffin  Munial 
Aid  association,  and  a  member  of  the  Tiffin  board  of  education.  Dur- 
ing the  construction  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  and  the  Mansfield  and 
(,^old  Water  railroads,  he  took  a  very  active  part,  as  he  always  did  in 
all  public  enterprises. 

Mr.  Noble  owes  his  great  success  in  life  to  that  indomitable  industry^ 
integrity  and  perseverance  that  have  niarketl  his  whole  life  from  hk 
boyhood. 

Was  born  in  Ohio,  May  i6th,  iHiz,  and  soon  thereafter  his  parents 
moved  to  Seneca  county,  in  the  same  year.  His  paternal  grandparenlii 
were  from  Ireland,  antthis  maternal  grandparents  from  Wales.  He  was 
reared  on  a  farm  on  Honey  creek,  in  Eden,  and  worked  with  his 
father,  John  Gibson,  at  the  carpenter  trade.  After  he  had  attended  the 
common  schools,  he  attended  one  year  at  the  Ashland  academy.  He 
read  law  in  Tiffin  in  the  office  of  Rawson  ^:  Pennington,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1845.  He  was  the  Whig  candidate  for  attorney 
general  in  1853,  but  was  defeated.  He  was  elected  treasurer  of  s»iaie  in 
1855,  and  resigned  in  1H57,  He  entered  the  army  as  colonel  of  the 
49th  tX  V'-  I.,  in  1861,  and  commanded  a  brigade  and  division  gf  the 
army  of  the  Cumberland,  leading  his  command  in  forty-two  conflicts- 
He  left  the  army  with  the  rank  of  brigadier -general,  and  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  htw  in  Tiffin.  He  quit  the  practice  in  1872,  and  applied 
himself  very  industriously  10  railroad  enterprises.  He  bore  a  very  con* 
spicuous  part  in  all  the  political  campaigns  ever  since  the  organizatioD 
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of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  an  orator  of  no  ordinary  calibre,  and 
during  the  past  two  years  he  preached  under  a  license  in  the  M,  E, 
church.  When  Governor  Foster  was  inaugurated  governor  of  Ohio  on 
the  second  Monday  in  January  last.  General  Gibson  was  appointed 
adjutant-general  of  Ohio,  which  office  he  holds  to  this  day, 

G,    H,    KEPPEL 

Was  born  M^y  8th,  1845,  in  Hopewell  township,  Seneca  county,  Ohio. 
He  graduated  at  Heidelberg  college  in  1869;  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1871,  and  is  now  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county. 

NELSON    L.    BREWER 

Was  born  irt  Washington  county,  Maryland,  September  17th,  1832; 
graduated  at  Heidelberg  in  1855;  was  admitted  to  the  practice  ini858» 
and  inuiied lately  located  in  Tifhn, 

JACOB    K.    H17DDLK    (HOTTAlJ 

Was  born  October  8th,  1846,  in  Bloom  township,  Seneca  county,  ( »hio. 
He  is  the  seventeenth  child  of  a  family  of  eighteen  children.  He  was 
admitted  to  practitre  law  in  1871.  In  1873  he  edited  the  Tipfi  Sfap 
with  much  ability.  Upon  the  failure  of  this  enterprise,  he  returned  to 
the  practice.  Tracing  back  his  family  record  he  became  satisfied  that 
the  family  name  is  Hottal. 

JOHJ*    M^CAULEY 

Was  born  in  Columbiana  county,  Ohio,  December  roth,  1834,  He  was 
educated  at  the  university  at  Delaware,  where  he  finished  his  course  in 
1859.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  i86o»when  he  located  in  Tiffin. 
He  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  in  1865,  and  held  the  office  four 
years.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  late  constitutional  convention 
to  fill  the  vacancy  created  by  the  death  of  Dr,  O'Connor.  In  October. 
1S79,  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  this  district. 

JACOH    BUNN 

Was  born  June  6th,  1847,  in  Thompson  (Seneca  county).  He  gradu- 
ated at  Heidelberg  college  in  T870,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  the 
year  following^  when  he  located  in  Tiffin.  He  was  elected  probate 
judge  of  Seneca  county  in  the  fall  of  1878. 

FRANK    DILIHNE 

Was  burn  in  Tiffin »  October  15th,  1849;  graduated  at  the  Tiffin  high 
school,  and  afterwards  attended  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  at  Del- 
aware, and  graduated  from  the  Heidelberg  college  in  1869;  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in   1872. 
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HARRISON    NOHLt 


Was  born  ia  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  on  the  28th  of  January,  1826,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1849.  when  he  located  in  Tiffin.  He  was 
city  solicitor  four  years*  and  is  now  the  mayor  ofTbi-  <  jty. 


NELSON    B.    LUTES 

Was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  Pennsylvania,  March  ist,  r848;camc  to 
Tiffin  in  1870*  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1872. 

JOHN    H.    RTDGELY 

Was  born  August  nah,  1S45,  in  Allegheny  county,  Maryland.  He  is  a 
graduate  or  Heidelberg  college,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  law  iD 
December,   1869, 

H.    C,    KEPPEI. 

Was  born  in  Hopewell  township,  March  20th,  1847.  He  is  a  graduate 
of  Heidelberg  college,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  law  in  1S72,  and  is 
now  of  the  law  firm  of  H.  C.  &  C  B.  Kepple;  was  married  at  Indian- 
apolis to  day,  June  29tli»  1880. 

J,    H,    PITTEKCER 

Was  born  December  toth,  rSaS,  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland;  came 
to  Tiffin  with  his  father's  family  in  1830;  was  admitted  to  practice  law 
in  1850,  and  for  very  many  years  was,  and  now  is.  of  the  law  firm  of 
Hall  &  Pitienger. 

RUSH    ABBOTT 

Was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  April 

12th,  1 87 7,  when  he  located  in  Tiffin. 

NErriE    CRQNISE    AND    FLORENCE    CRONISE. 

Sisters,  and  graduates  of  Heidelberg,  natives  of  Tiffin,  some  six  years 
ago  were  admitted  to  practice  law;  probably  the  first  ladies  in  Ohio 
that  entered  the  legal  ])rofession.  They  are  both  in  the  practice  now. 
One  is  practicing  by  herself,  without  a  partner,  and  the  other  is  in 
partnership  with  another  lawyer. 

Among  the  very  many  remarkable  things  already  related  about 
Tiffin  and  Seneca  county,  the  most  remarkable  of  all  is  the  fact,  that 
here  in  Tiffin,  two  lawyers  married  each  other,  and  are  now  raising  two' 
most  lovely  little  daughters  about  three  and  four  years  old.  Let  any 
other  town  in  the  United  States  say  the  like, 

PERRY    M.  AnAM>S 

Was  born  December  2,  185a,  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  read  law  in  the 
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Ice  of  W,  P,  Noble,  was  admiiied  to  the  bar  April  13,  1876,  and  is 
'iDOw  of  the  firm  of  Noble  iS:  Adams. 

ITPTON  F»  CRAMER 

Was  boru  in  Clinton  township,  Seneca  cotmry,  Ohio,  Janiiary  19,  1842; 
graduated  at  Heidelberg  college.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  law  in 
1867.  He  was  elected  probate  judge  three  times^  and  was  succeeded 
by  Judge  Bunn  in  1S77. 

CHARLES  H.  CRAMER 

Was  born  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  August  20,  1847*  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  Mansfield,  in  June,  1875,  and  located  here, 

LA  FAYETTE  L.  LANG 

Was  born  April  10,  1851,  in  Tiffin;  attended  Heidelberg  college  and 
Cleveland  commercial  institute.  He  was  teller  in  First  National  bank, 
read  law  in  his  father's  office,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  1877, 
when  he  became  th^  law  partner  of  his  father. 

JOHN  B.    SCHWARTZ 

Is  the  son  of  Augustus  and  Littia  Schwartz,  and  was  born  in  Austin, 
Texas,  November  i,  1854.  His  mother  is  a  Massony,  whose  father's 
family  were  among  the  early  settlers  in  Hopewell,  and  came  from  Bel- 
giutn.  She  went  with  the  family  of  Jesse  Stem  from  here  to  Texas, 
where  Stem  was  Indian  agent,  and  where  he  was  killed  by  some  Indians. 
John  B.  Schwartz  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1879  and  located^in  Tiffin. 

W.  L.  KERSHAW 

Was  born  in  New  York  city  in  November,  1856;  was  admitted  to  prac^ 
tice  in  Mansfield,  Ohio,  July  20,  1S79,  and  settled  in  Tiffin  soon  there- 
after. 

H.  J.  WELLER 

Was  born  January  21,  1856,  in  Thompson  io\*Tiship,  in  this  county,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  2,  1880,  at  the  supreme  court  in  Columbus. 
He  located  in  Tiffin  immediately  thereafter, 

GERALD  E.  SULLIVAN 

Was  born  June  20,  1856^  at  Tiffin,  Ohio;  was  admitted  10  the  bar  and 
located  in  Tiffin  December  12,  1878. 

JAMES    F»  LEAHY, 

Was  born  May  14,  1855,  in  the  county  of  Kerry,  Ireland;  was  admitted 

to  the  bar  in  Tiffin  December  30,  1879,  and  then  located  here, 
25 
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The  following  are  the  names  of  young  men  who  are  reading  law  i 
Tiffin  now,  with  a  view  of  pursuing  the  profession,  viz:  J.  Calvii 
Royer,  Walter  S.  Cramer,  John  C.  Rickenhaugh,  Ira  E.  Strong,  Warre 
F.  Noble,  Henry  J.  Weller.  James  H,  Piatt,  R.  B.  Reed,  David  W^ 
Speilman,  John  W.  Leahy,  Charles  W.  Repp,  Frank  Hess,  There  i 
aUo  a  young  lady  reading  law — Miss  Kdith  Sams. 

After  the  commencement  of  this  work  two  members  of  the  bar  c 
Tiffin  died  very  suddenly  and  unexpectedly.  Mr.  Alfred  Landon  die< 
at  his  residence  after  a  few  hours*  illness,  in  a  sinking  chill,  and  a  fet 
weeks  after,  near  the  close  of  the  fall  term  of  the  court  of  commoi 
pleas,  Mr.  George  W.  Bach  man  was  found  dead  near  his  gale,  havinj 
fallen  out  of  his  buggy, 

Mr.  Landon  died  Saturday  morning,  October  4,  1879. 

Mr.  Bachman  died  October  21,  1879. 

Mr,  Landon  was  a  member  of  the  Tiffin  bar  for  twenty-five  year^ 
and  held  the  offices  of  prosecuting  attorney  and  mayor  of  Tiffin. 

Mr.  Bachman  was  also  mayor  of  Tiffin,  prosecuting  attorney  and  on 
of  the  directors  of  the  Seneca  County  Infirmary.  He  was  a  member  o 
the  Tiffin  bar  since  1^67. 

It  is  a  most  remarkable  fact  that  all  the  lawyers  who  have  died  ii 
Seneca  county  passed  away  very  suddenly,  without  being  sick  an 
length  of  time,  Mr.  Seney  dropped  dead  on  the  floorj  Richard  Wil 
liams  died  suddenly;  Jesse  Stem  was  shot  dead  in  Texas;  Joel  W, 
Wilson  w^as  not  considered  seriously  ill  when  he  died;  Thomas  C 
Tunison  was  sick  only  a  day  or  two;  Leander  Stem  was  killed  in  th 
battle  of  Stone  River;  Afred  Landon  and  George  Bachman  died  as 
related  above,  and  Luther  A.  Hall  passed  away  before  the  brethren 
knew  that  he  was  seriously  ill;  Mr.  Rawson  was  complaining  only  a  fcM^ 
days  before  he  died;  William  M.  Johnson  expected  to  get  well  theda]|ji 
before  he  died,  but  had  been  suiTering  from  consumption  for  years. 

JAMES    PILLARS 

Promised  a  half  dozen  times  to  furnish  the  writer  with  a  little  sketch  ui 
himself,  to  be  entered  here,  and  having  neglected  to  do  so,  I  can  only 
say  of  hiro  that  he  is  a  very  able  jurist,  and  that  since  he  has  served  on 
the  common  pleas  bench  ten  years,  he  has  returned  to  the  practice  I 
Tiffin. 

WILLIAM  LANG. 

Want  of  room   and  want  of  desire  to  write  my  biography  will  mak^ 
the  story  of  the  writer  a  very  short  one. 

Mont  Jarvis  is  the  end  and  the  highest  peak  of  the  Vosges  moun^ 
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tains  in  the  Palatinate  in  Germany.  A  little  south  of  its  foot,  a.nd 
where  the  Vosges  slope  away  by  low  hills  intc^  the  bottom  lands  of  the 
Rhine,  and  on  its  left  bank  in  theCanton  of  VVeimweder,  is  the  pleasant 
little  town  of  Sippcrsfeld.  Here  I  was  born  on  the  14th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, T815.  I  was  the  seventh  child  and  the  first  son  of  Henry  and 
Catherine  Lang, 

Father  kept  me  at  school  until  we  started  for  America.  It  was  his 
intention  to  prepare  me  for  the  profession  of  school  teacher  When 
we  arrived  in  Tiflin  on  the  tSth  of  August,  1835,  my  German  education 
could  not  be  utilized  very  well,  and  I  entered  the  cabinet  shop  of  D- 
H.  Phillips,  as  an  apprentice.  I  worked  at  the  trade  seven  years,  when, 
in  the  spring  of  1840,  I  entered  the  office  of  Mr,  Joshua  Seney  to  read 
law.  Mr.- Seney  gave  the  practice  no  attention,  and  when  Mr.  Cowdery 
located  in  Tiffin  late  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Seney,  I  entered  Mr,  Cowdery*s  office  as  a  student.  On  the  25th 
day  of  July,  1S42,  I  was  admitted  to  the  practice  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
Ohio.  Judge  E.  Lane  administered  the  oath  to  me.  Judge  D.  Higgins 
was  the  chairman  of  the  committee  that  examined  me.  Brice  J.  Bart- 
lett,  John  C.  Spink.  Cooper  iL  Watson,  R.  P,  Buckland  and  others 
were  members  of  the  committee. 

In  the  fall  of  1844  I  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  of  Seneca 
county,  and  re-elected  in  1846.  In  1S51  I  w^as  elected  the  first  probate 
judge  of  Seneca  county,  with  the  highest  majority  that  Seneca  county 
ever  cast  for  any  man  to  office.  In  the  fall  of  1854  I  was  re-nominated 
by  my  party  and  would  have  tieen  re-elected  had  it  not  been  for  the 
storm  of  Know-Notbingism  that  swept  the  country  like  a  mad  cyclone> 
in  the  fall  of  that  year.  Seneca  gave  a  majority  of  1,400  for  the  Know- 
Nothings.  In  1859  I  was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  of  Seneca 
county  as  a  candidate  for  representative  to  the  legislature,  with  Mr. 
Morris  P.  Skinner,  Seneca  county  being  entitled  to  two  members  that 
time.  Mr.  Skinner  (Democrat)  and  Mr.  Jones  (Republican)  were 
elected,  ft  will  interest  but  very  few  to  relate  the  causes  that  led  to  my 
defeat.  In  1861  I  was  elected  to  the  senate  of  Ohio  from  the  counties 
of  Seneca,  Crawford  and  Wyandot,  and  re-elected  in  1863,  serving  four 
years  and  during  the  war.  In  1865  I  was  nominated  by  the  Democratic 
party  of  Ohio  as  its  candidate  for  lieutenant-governor,  on  the  ticket 
with  General  G.  W.  Morgan  for  governor.  In  the  fall  previous  the 
state  went  Republican  some  60,000  majority.  The  campaign  w^s  a 
quiet  one;  there  was  no  hope  of  a  Democratic  success,  but  w^ith  all,  the 
Republican  majority  was  reduced  one- half-  General  Morgan  and 
myself  made  a  vigorous  campaign,  and  had  but  very  little  local  aid, 
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working  against  hope.  In  1869  I  was  elected  treasurer  of  Seneca 
county,  and  re-elected «in  187 1,  serving  four  years.-  I  was  the  first 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Tiffin,  and  the  first  president  of  the  school  board 
of  Tiffin,  and  being  a  member  of  the  same  board  now,  I  take  great  pride 
in  holding  the  highest  office  that  the  law  gives  to  any  man.  I  have  now 
been  at  the  Tiffin  bar  longer  than  any  other  lawyer  connected  with  it, 
except  it  be  brother  Pennington. 

Just  in  time,  and  before  these  sheets  go  to  the  printer,  I  can  add  the 
fact,  that  at  the  Democratic  state  convention,  held  in  Cleveland  on 
Thursday,  the  2 2d  day  of  July.  j88o,  I  was  nominated  by  acclamation 
as  the  candidate  for  secretary  of  state.  On  my  return  to  Tiffin  on  the 
day  following,  a  large  party  of  my  friends  and  neighbors,  some  five  hun- 
dred, with  a  band  of  music  and  carriages,  met  me  at  the  depot  in  Tiffin 
and  escorted  me  home.  Dr.  J.  A.  Norton  announced  my  nomination 
to  the  assembled  crowd  in  front  of  the  court  house;  W.  P.  Noble  made 
a  speech  of  welcome  in  glowing  terms,  and  Republicans  and  Democrats 
joined  in  their  hearty  congratulations.  It  was  a  scene  the  like  of  which 
Tiffin  never  witnessed  before.  The  ovation  was  a  personal  compliment, 
without  distinction  of  party.  I  record  it  here  in  gratitude  as  the  hap- 
piest day  of  my  life.  The  good  opinion  of  one's  neighbors  is  a  price 
far  beyond  the  emoluments  of  office. 


.  CHAPTER  XXIV. 

DRS.  DRESSACH,  KUHN.  FISHER,  OXONNOR-TIFFIN  MEDICAL  SOCIETY^" 
INDUSTRIES  IN  T1FFIN--3ENECA  COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY-THB 
PRESS-  MESSRS.  LOOMIS,  NAYLOR.  OROSS— THE  SENECA  COUNTY  IN- 
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UlOaUAPHICAL  SKETCH  UF  DR.  ELY  DHESltAt'JI, 
{By  .f,  A.  McFa  L.ii-l,J 

R.  ELY  T>KE8BA(;iI  was  horn  in  Nortlnimhprlnnfl  rounty.  Fvun- 
sylvania,  in  the  yeitr  \m±  WliiU-  lit*  was  yet  qmXe  voim^c.  his  jiarentH, 
lhivv\  ami  CaliHTiue  Dresbach,  remm'ed  with  him  to  Pk-kaway  ronnty, 
Ohio,  where  they  lived  Ui  a  good  old  a/^e.  As  he  ^lew  up,  young  nresha«?h 
was  engaged,  for  some  time,  in  the  mercantile  business,  hut  thi^  uft^ijpation 
was  not  to  his  taste,  and  at  an  early  age  be  resolved  to  qnalif}  himself  to 
enter  the  medieal  profestiioiL  ^ 

rJnlike  many  young  men.  he  w.ia  fortunate  in  elioosing  the  vocation  for 
whli'li  nature  had  eminently  litted  him. 

He  pursued  his  .studies  willi  great  assiiinily  ^rnd  sueeess  in  the  office,  and 
untler  tlie  direition  t»f  Dr.  Luckey,  au  t^niitient  phyjiician  of  CiiTlexille, 
After  the  usual  time,  thus  spent,  he  attended  u  course  of  lectures,  at  the 
Medi(*al  college  of  Ohio. 

lie  then  decided  on  trying  his  f(»rtune  among  tlie  pioneers  of  muthv^pstern 
Ohio,  and  linally  settleil  down  in  Fort  Piall:  and  after  a  few  years  be  crossed 
over  the  river  toTittin,  the  seat  of  justiee  for  the  newly  organized  county  of 
Seneca.  His  old  ottice  in  Fort  Ball,  a  small,  one-ston  brick  building,  is  still 
stsmding  on  Sandusky  street,  a  few  rods  north  of  McXeaKs  storeroom.  The 
rooms  he  occupied  as  an  office,  for  some  years  before  Ids  death,  were  on 
Washiugton  street,  where  the  Commercial  bank  now  stantls. 

The  winter  of  IH^U-H  was  passed  in  Cincinruiti.  attending  a  sectuid  course 
of  lectures,  at  the  cUrse  of  which  he  took  the  degree  of  duct4u*  of  medicine. 
Again  in  his  ehoHeu  Held  of  labor,  his  poi>iilarity  went  on  increasing,  till,  at 
the  end  of  tlie  next  ilecude,  it  was  immense  and  well  merited, 
*'*None  knew  him  Imt  to  love  him, 
None  named  him  but  to  praise/' 

And  his  name  is  still  a  household  word  in  many  of  tlie  old  families  of  this 
county. 

In  the  practice  of  raedicme  and  obstetric**  the  Doctor  took  rank  with 
the  foremost  men  of  his  time;  in  surgery  his  standing  was  only  fair,  as  he 
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had  110  amhitioii  t<»  venture  uiion  the  more  briltinnt  opcmtioiis;  tli**se  he 
tuniecl  over  to  suvh  men  a»  AlMit  an^l  Mussy.  who  made  surgery  a  s|.>efialty. 

h\\  Dreshat'b  was  c»f  luedium  JieijL^ht,  stoully  huilt,  and  »i  little  iiu'lined  U> 
Ooipnleney,  Uh  bruin,  ibongh  iu»!  very  large,  was  artive,  with  a  gcMwl 
nuterior  devdoimient.  His  tern pe ru men t  was  siuiguine;  hair  light  anburn, 
€yes  blne^  nose  large  and  slightly  aquiline,  neek  cthort,  t-hest  and  limbs  well 
developed,  and  his  whole  appearance  that  of  an  elegant  gentleman,  as  he 
was*  In  the  matter  of  dress,  he  was  scrnpnloihsly  careful,  always  wearing 
the  lir^e.sl  and  mt»st  fashionable  garments.  His  kind,  couiteouh.  gra<-etul 
demeanor  injured  liim  a  heart)^  welcome  wherever  he  went,  wlietherin  the 
sick  chamber  or  the  drawing-room. 

The  Ilcjctor  wa^  f(uid  of  books,  and  was  well  posted  in  eurrenMiteniture; 
be  was  a  most  agreeable  companion,  nidulging  freely  in  imecdotes  and  per- 
sonal reminis(*ences,  and  had  good  conversational  powers,  though  he  made 
no  pretentions  as  a  public  speHker. 

While  a  general  favorite  with  the  ladies,  and  fond  of  their  society,  and.  at 
one  time  matrimonially  engaged,  he  b'ved  all  his  days  in  single  blessedness. 

He  w^iw  a  lover  of  the  line  arts,  smd  of  music  esiH?cially;  and  many  a  leisure 
half  bom*  was  lilled  w ith  sweet  strains  from  his  favorite  instrunient--tbe 
violin:  and  U*  his  love  of  music,  and  to  the  encouragement  be  generously 
gave  to  resident  professors  and  amateurs,  our  city  is,  in  some  measure, 
indebted  for  its  present  high  culture  in  music. 

And  now.  kind  reader,  would  you  have  some  glimpses  to  ilbistrate  the 
dual  character  i>f  jxmr  human  nature;  to  show,  side  by  side,  ita  good  and  ita 
bad  ijualities,  in  tlie  life  un<ler  review  ? 

Well— hut  no  matter— 'tis  ermugh  t4>  say  that  while  the  Doctor  was  not 
sinless*  most  of  his  faults  were  m»t  of  a  malignant  type,  but  rather  of  the 
kind  that  are  said  '■  to  lean  to  virtue's  side,'' 

But  whatever  they  were,  a  most  ungntcious  task  it  would  be,  to  dwell  u|)on 
tlieir  unpleasant  memory;  and  the  writer  must  ask  to  be  excused,  pi*efer- 
tug,  as  lie  does,  the  revei*siil  of  the  custom  indicateil  in  the  following  lines; 

•*The  evil  thai  men  do,  lives  after  them; 
The  gotxi  is  oft  interred  with  their  bones/' 

The  Doc^tor  w^as  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  In  politics  lie  was 
Wliig,  and  took  a  leading  part  in  every  campaign.  In  Itm?  he  was  the  Wiig 
candidate'  for  congress,  and,  though  defeated,  had  the  salisfartion  to  know 
that  he  bad  run  considerably  ahead  of  his  ticket.  Il<Nlolphus  Dickins<m 
\vm  his  opponent.  David  Tod  was  defeated  for  govenior  at  the  stime  elec- 
tion. 

Vigorous  as  bis  constitution  natnrally  was,  it  liad  its  limit  of  endurance, 
Overtasketl.  menUiUynnd  physically,  for  thirty  yeai*sjn  a  malarious  clinnite, 
it  is  not  stirprtsing  that  bis  life  was  cut  stiort,  in  his  lifty-tirst  year.  His 
end  came  not  suddenly:  the  way  to  it  was  through  long  sutlerUig,  exlemllng 
over  a  peritwl  of  several  years. 

tinwlually  lieclining  bealtli  induced  him  to  try  the  effect  of  a  mdder 
<iiuiate.  The  winter  of  lH.Sl-2  w^as  spent  in  tlie  south,  visiting  a  brother  and 
making  the  acquaintance  t»f  many  of  the  leaiiing medical  men  of  that  r^gi(tn. 
With  the  return  of  the  spring,  however,  there  were  no  signs  of  returning 
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heattli;  arid  early  hi  May,  in*  wt  tiut  foi:  his  loved  hume.  Htupping  a  ft*w  dnys 
in  liichmohd,  Uisittend  tlie  jUHetitig  of  the  Am^rieaii  Medical  A^hck  iatinn. 
The  \mt  yeiir  of  hi8  life  waft  one  cif  great  sutrerijijj.    He  dit*d  April  14, 

The  ininien.se  multitude  that  attended  his  funemf  tVum  t^vidence  of  tlie 

ftinrere  regard  and  affi*etion  of  the  eonimuinty  for  which  he  had  lal>Dred  su 
h)ng  and  faithfully. 

OR,  KENRV  KimN 

Was   one   of  the  pioneer   physicians    in  Tififtn,  and  took  a  very  active 
part  in  the  development  of  the  town  and  country. 

He  was  born  in  Frederick  City,  Maryland,  in  1802,  and  attended  the 
Frederick  college,  the  oldest  institution  of  western  Maryland.  He  was 
there  so  pious  and  attentive  to  his  studies  and  so  sedate  as  to  have 
acquired  from  the  teachers  and  school -nrjates  the  soubriquet  of 
"Bishop*"  After  he  left  the  college  he  read  medicine  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Tyler,  the  leading  physician  o!  Frederick  City,  and  finished  under 
Dr,  Henry  Staley,  in  Frederick.  He  graduated  with  tlie  highest  honors 
from  the  University  of  Maryland,  at  Baltimore,  in  1825,  and  soon  there- 
after commenced  the  practice  at  VVoodsboro,  in  Frederick  county,  near 
which  place  Lewis  Ballzell  lived.  Here  he  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Catherine,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Mr.  Baltzell,  whom  he  married.  Of 
that  union  Mrs.  WiHiam  Holt,  of  Tiffin,  and  Mrs.  Kate  Toner,  of  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  are  the  only  children  living. 

The  exact  time  when  the  Doctor  arrived  in  Tiffin  I  Ijave  not  been 
able  to  ascertain,  but  it  must  have  been  in  1831.  I  often  heard  him 
say  that  he  helped  to  cut  the  first  tree  in  Market  street,  between  Wash- 
ington and  Monroe.  He  was  very  popular  in  his  younger  days  among 
his  schoolmates  and  acquaintances.  His  manly  personal  appearance, 
his  dress  and  address,  bis  family  relationship  and  their  position  in 
society,  all  added  to  make  the  young  do*:tor  a  distinguished  character. 
He  came  here  into  the  woods  and  at  once  became  the  compeer  of  Drs. 
Dresbach  and  Carey,  with  whom  he  divided  the  practice  among  the 
scattered  cabins  for  many  miles  around.  He  was  often  called  to  visit 
the  Wyandots,  on  the  Sandusky  plains,  and  became  highly  esteemed 
among  the  chiefs,  of  whom  Sum-mon-de-wat  was  a  special  friend,  as 
already  mentioned.  One  time  he  was  called  to  amputate  the  leg  of  a 
squaw.  She  sat  at  the  fool  of  a  tree  and  fanned  away  the  flies  with  a 
fox's  tail  during  the  operation,  without  a  wince  or  a  groan.  Whenever 
the  Wyandots  visited  Tiffin  they  would  call  on  the  Doctor  at  his  little 
frame  office,  on  Fast  Market  street,  and  have  a  chat.  The  old  office  is 
still  standing,  back  of  the  new  jail,  but  unoccupied. 
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The  father  of  Dr.  Ruhn  waii  for  many  years  the  most  important  and 
distinguished  man  in  Frederick  county.  He  was  the  leader  of  the 
Republican  (Democratic)  party  for  many  years  (from  1798  to  1824). 
He  had  read  law  But  preferred  farming.  He  had  700  acres  well  stocked 
with  slaves.  The  abolitionists  stole  nine  of  them  at  one  time*  Dr. 
Kuhn  brought  a  slave  boy  to  Tifiin  with  him.  He  was  a  present  from 
some  friend.  I  often  heard  Dr.  Kuhn  speak  of  him  but  have  no  knowl- 
edge of  what  became  of  him.  The  name  of  Dr.  Kuhn's  /ather  was 
Christian;  his  mother's  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Browning,  daugh- 
ter of  Jeremiah  and  Cassandra  Brow^ning.  The  old  folks,  after  they 
were  eighty  years  of  age,  rode  horseback  to  Steubenville,  Ohio,  where 
they  bought  a  farm.  The  old  lady  was  highly  intellectual  and  one  of 
the  most  scholarly  women  in  Maryland.  They  were  of  English  stock. 
Christian  Kuhn  was  a  German,  wealthy  and  popular.  He  was  the  first 
mayor  of  Frederick  City,  and  frequently  a  member  of  ihe  general  assem- 
bly of  Maryland.  He  traveled  to  the  sessions  in  his  own  carriage. 
He  was  then  a  leading  spirit  in  most  all  leading  matters^  and  for  many 
years  held  the  office  of  chief  judge  of  the  orphans*  court  of  Frederick 
county. 

Dr.  Kuhn  held  his  reputation  in  the  esteem  of  the  people  and  the  pro- 
fession up  to  his  death.  Nature  seemed  to  have  made  him  for  a  physi- 
cian, but  with  all  his  skill  he  had  his  weaknesses^  too,  like  many  other 
men.  His  occasional  indulgences  in  strong  drink  interfered  materially 
with  his  practice,  while  his  habitual  indifTerence  about  his  finances  kept 
him  poor.  He  earned  money  enough  in  his  profession  to  be  one  of 
our  wealthiest  men,  but  he  seemed  to  set  no  value  upon  it.  He 
would  become  security  for  anybody  that  asked  him  the  favor,  and  it 
was  no  lesson  to  him  when  he  was  rompelled  to  pay.  He  was  warm- 
hearted and  generous^  hospitable,  sympathetic,  benevolent,  kind.  He 
could  refuse  no  favor  in  his  power  to  grant;  never  learned  to  say  '^no.** 
His  wife  died  about  1S43,  Sometime  thereafter  he  married  Miss  Maria 
Pennington,  a  sister  to  Robert  G.  Pennington,  of  Tiffin.  This  union 
w^as  blessed  with  three  children:  Robert  D,  Kuhn,  Mrs.  Emma  Kim- 
ball and  Louisa,  the  laic  Mrs,  I'asl.  cif  ("anion,  ()hi(».  Mrs,  Kuhn  is 
still  living. 

Dr.  Kuhn  attained  to  the  highei^t  honors  in  ancient  Masonry  ami 
often  represented  the  old  Sandusky  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio. 
He  died  at  bis  residence  on  Clay  street,  in  Tiffin^  October  16,  187H. 

DR.  ROBERT  C    J.    CAREV 

Was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  located  in  Fort  Ball  about  the  time  Dr. 
Dresbach  came  here^  and  the  two  formed  a  partnership  in  the  practice. 
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They  had  their  first  office  in  the  small  yellow  brick,  on  Sandusky  street, 
still  standing.  Dr.  Carey  was  considered  a  very  good  physician  He 
was  very  polite,  and  neat  about  his  person.  He  died  on  the  9th  day 
of  November,  1836,  aged  35  years,  11  months  and  20  days. 

DR.   JAMES    FISHER. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  filled  quite  a  space  in  public  affairs  in 
Tiffin,  at  an  early  dav.  both  as  n  physician  and  as  a  man  of  energy  and 
enterprise.  i 

He  was  born  in  VV  esinvinsrcr,  m  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  on  the 
ist  day  of  January,  iSoi,  and  graduated  at  the  Medical  University  of 
Maryland,  in  April,  1823.  He  commenced  practice  in  Abbottstown 
and  Oxford,  Pennsylvania.  After  practicing  a  few  years,  he  took  a  trip 
through  the  west  and  south  and  returned  to  Westminster  in  1829,  when 
he  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  family  of  Dr.  Thomas  Boyer,  of 
Uniontown,  Maryland,  and  especially  that  of  the  Doctor's  daughter, 
Elizabeth  M-  This  acquaintance  with  this  daughter  ripened  into  their 
marriage^  which  took  place  in  July,  1829.  The  name  of  the  other 
daughter  was  Mary  R.,  who  married  Mr.  Lloyd  Norris.  Both  couple 
were  married  on  the  same  day,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Zollikoifer  solemnizing 
the  marriages. 

Dr.  Fisher  then  practiced  medicine  at  the  Union  Bridge,  four  miles 
from  Uniontown,  in  a  neighborhood  of  excellent  people.   The  families  of 
Drs.  Boyer  and  Fisher  moved  to  Tiffin   in  1832,  where  Dr.  Boyer  died] 
in  1835;  and  Mrs.  Boyer  died  here  in  1S47, 

Dr.  Fisher  held  the  postoffice  here,  kept  a  drug  store  at  an  early  day,.. 
practiced  medicine,  speculated   in  lands   ancT  handled   a  great  deal  of! 
money.     In  1866  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Springfield,  Missouri^* 
where  Mrs.  Fisher's  health  declined;  they  never  felt  satisfied  with  the 
change ;  but  their  children  were  married  and  settled  there  and  they 
remained.     Mrs.  Fisher  died  September  19,  1878,  and  was  buried  in 
Maple  Grove  cemetery,  having  lived  in  happy  wedlock  with  the  Doctor 
49  years.     She  was  a  splendid  lady,  highly  cultivated,  kind  and  sociable. 
They  have   four  daughters:  Hannah  E.,  wife  of  Charles   A,  Wright; 
Mary   E.,  wife  of  James  Patterson;   Laura,  wife  of  Joe  M.  Steiner,  and 
PattieD.,  wife  of  R.  L.  McElhany,  and  one  son,  Thomas  B.  Fisher,  alL^ 
living. 

r)r  Fisher,  at  nearly  four  score,  is  still  enjoying  excellent  healtlf,  but 
since  the  death  of  his  wife,  feels  himself  alone  in  the  world. 

The  family  of  Dr.  Boyer  was  highly  cultured  and  much  esteemed. 
The  same  air  of  old-style  Maryland  and  Virginia  aristocracy,  mentioned 


394 


IIISTORV    or    SKJifcCA   tolfN  : 


onfi/rmer  occasions,  was  well  marked  iu  this  famiiy  also,  but  here*  as 
everywhere*  ii  was  always  associated  with  politeness,  kindness  and  broad 
and  generous  honpiiality. 

Among  the  physicians  practicing  medicine  in  Tiflin  at  this  time,  Drs. 
J.  A.  McFarland  (vvho  located  here  in  1H37),  J,  N.  Heckerman,  A.  B. 
Hovey,  H.  B.  Martin,  E,  J,  McCollum,  and  S.  S.  Hricker  are  pioneers. 
There  are  also  in  the  practice  now,  Drs,  W,  Crawford,  W.  G,  Wiliiard, 
J*  T.  Livers,  ].  F.  E.  Fanning,  J,  P.  Kannaman,  W,  H-  Hershiser,  J, 
Breidinger,  J,  Huss,  F.  H.  Lang,  W*  H,  Stover,  D.  Wells,  and  Maurice 
Leahy. 

SENECA    COUKTY    MEDICAL  SOCMTV. 

This  is  an  auxiliary  to  the  State  Medical  society,  and  is  governed  br 
the  same  code  of  ethics,  but  has  its  own  constitution  and  by-laws. 

The  state  society  was  organized  in  a  parlor  of  the  old  Neil  house,  in 
Columbus,  May  14th,  1S46;  the  first  Seneca  county  society  at  Dr,  E. 
Dresbach's  office  in  1852,  Dr.  McFarland  was  elected  president,  and 
l»r.  George  Sprague^  secretary. 

The  present  society  was  organized  in  one  of  the  parlors  of  the  Shaw- 
ban  house,  in  Tiffin,  on  the  25th  day  of  September,  1878^  with  Dr.  A. 
B,  Hovey  as  president,  and  Dr.  A,  L.  Waugaman  as  secretary.  The 
society  has  its  regular  meetings  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  every 
month. 

Of  the  members  of  this  society  some  minutes  have  been  collected  and 
are  here  noticed: 

J.    U.    HECKERMAN 

Was  born  in  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  November  iid,  1825;  grad- 
uated at  Washington  college  in  1846^  and  located  in  Tiffin- 

H.    B.    MARTIN 

Was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  November  isth,  iSiy,  graduated  at 
Charity  Hospital,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1850. 

F.    W.    SCHWAN 

Was  born  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  March  ^d,  1S43;  graduated  at 
Rush  Medical  college,  Chicago,  in  1867. 

E.    W.    SULLIVAN 

Was  born  in  Tiffin,  Ohio,  March  lad,  r856;  graduated  at  the  medical 
department  of  the  Wooster  universiry  in  1878. 

E.  J.  m'couatm 

Was  born  June  10th,  1826,  in  Richland  county,  Ohio;  graduated  at  the 


leffrrson  ModuM*.  roUosic  IMiiKiilcli^hi.i,  in  M,u*h,  iSx;.  m\A  -..»,»« 
lherc.if:er  ioc;itOii  in  V\\]\w. 

WaN  born  March  i*ih,  1S5*,  m  l»iji  IV.uiu*,  \Na\n«*  r«»uut\ .  Olun   k'.i;»»l 
uatod  at  the  C^incinnati  I'olloj'o  ol  Moiliiiuo  anil  Suim*i\  \\\  \\\\\\\  i.**,*,-. 
and  located  in  Sonoia  ronnty  in  Inly  thr  sanu*  \\\\\. 

I.    11.    MIAMI 

Was  born  in  Muskingnm  ronnly  Jtdy  jjil.  iS.|ii.  gtadtiatrd  at  MaiHn^i 
Medical  college,  Colunibns,  and  hx  ated  .it  ItcnKkn.  ( 'irtwhud  t  nunh  . 
in   1S69. 

1..    M.    KOniNsiiN 

graduated  at  Rush  Medical  college,  ('lina^o,  in  iH'/j,  und  iriitrd  tn 
Republic  in  1876. 

ItKNIAMIN    s.    S'liiVKK 

Was  boriT  June  13th,  185O,  at  Hrooklyn,  ( 'nyalifi^,,!  1  unnly,  nlim,  ^i,iil 

uated  at  Jefferson    Medit  al   <  ollr)<c   in    1K7K.  liKaird   in  I'.ipidilii    Mu- 

same  year. 

w.   n,   i'Ai;i 

Was  born  in  Richland  (oiinty.  Ohio,  A|iid  i.|lli,  lA^^tH,  \/jAt\nvt\r,\  ,ii 
Miami  Medical  (olle^tr,  rinr  itinali,  Ohio,  in  iHy/,  hif  nti-d  itiAiliiiin 
in  1876. 

hK.    Al'11.1.    li.    IfoVf  V. 
Wa-»  born  in  Albany  towrrdiip,  Origan-,  */;iMiiy,  V<rfiioni,  I*  bm.ify  lyih. 
1829.     When    a  boy   foijrr«:*;fi   y«r;ir%   of   ;ij/c,   h«-   5;i;iri«*l  loi  Ol,»«>,  .ttti\ 
entered  Oberlin  '  oll':;^*;,  wher«:  h«-  r#:fn;iifi«-d  '^ix  yai:;,   an*]  dimni/   l^|^. 
lime  read  medirine  with  J  Jr.  Iforn'rr  Johf^,of^  ol  Ob'flin       fn    1^.*/.   hi- 
'irit'rr'jd   the   offi'.';   of   J'rof.   A'kl»:y,    in   T J *•■/«- bifid,   ;irid    {/f .fd'j.fO«}   ,fi 
Mar«^h.  1^52^  and  .n  th':  -.arn<r   y«:ar   lo' ;it«-d   jfi  7  dfiu.  wh«  m   h'   li.i:-,  »# 
rrii.:.';'!  *:.':.'  --rr':  ':Ti  rh':    ■/]'.'.«; ^^ful  pra/ »»' •:  of  hi>.    \ii*tU'^.y..',ii       VHnh 
Ijt.  \{'t\'-,y  .\  T*:ii/trfi*:*i  a-,  a  v<;ry    ab)*:   j/f^/ •itjofi^-f ,  b#-  i/ft].-,  ,, .    .,    ...,, 
i: t 'y r. .  . T.  ■* r. i '. h  \jT;t.:i *. h  h .  •.  'i k i i  1  and  '  o 'i r a/«.  h :•  / «  i/j */ J *:  J, , / /.  *  tt..t.t  ***'./ 
\  1^.^,1  i^i :.'.   'iL'A   /rfrar!;.'   '.*:.*:'>ra*frd       If*:    .i    4  f/i'-f/iVr    o*    n*  /*  •;!     -«.»'« 

/>  v^'fr.  :  ^>  ;f  > 
•V i-  "i/orr.  ?•!  ir r :.  J  i*.;     I  >  ^ ;     '.". r  '  o  ,•.'/'.'  /^  •  v  .    ;•'*••     ;r ../.,,»., ,; 
.:    ::.•:  :-.t':>i     i-::,*.-*.".- *-•  '   '-'*•':    ■/.',•/■•*•    .-    •■'•■/      ■    '    • /?   j-': 
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the  senate  chamber  of  Ohlo^  when,  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  A.  D.,  T862,  the  senate  was  called  to  order. 
The  city  of  Columbus  was  full  of  soldiers;  regiment  after  regiment  was 
organi^ed  and  sent  to  the  front.  The  sound  of  martial  music  rang  in 
the  streets  day  and  night,  and  here  met  the  first  legislature  of  Ohio 
after  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion. 

The  condition  of  the  country  on  that  morning  seemed  to  combine 
with  nature  to  cast  a  gloom  and  a  sadness  over  the  senate.  The  Hon. 
Benjamin  Stanton,  president  of  the  senate,  took  his  seat;  the  members 
were  sworn  and  seated,  and  the  saddest  countenance  in  that  body  was 
that  of  Senator  John  D.  O'Connor,  of  Monroe.  He  was  then  about 
forty  years  of  age,  about  six  feet  high;  he  had  black  hair,  brushed  back 
from  a  high  forehead,  deeply  set  dark  eyes,  a  chiseled  face;  a  black 
beard  covered  his  mouth  and  chin.  Heavy  black  eyebrows  gave  pow- 
erful expression  to  the  white  of  his  eyes,  making  his  connten^nce  won- 
derfuily  sinking.  He  was  lean  of  llesh.  The  paleness  of  his  face  and 
his  entire  *'make  up"  were  calculated  to  arrest  the  attention,  if  not 
excite  the  sympathy,  of  the  most  careless  observer.  .  Add  to  this  a  pru- 
dent  reserve,  close  observation,  quiet  demeanor  and  polished  manners^ 
and  you  have  a  fair  picture  of  Dr.  O'Connor  on  tliai  morning. 

Party  spirit  ran  high  during  the  war,  and  the  few  members  of  that 
body  who  were  elected  by  Democratic  constituencies,  were  treated  with 
indifferenre,  for  their  votes  were  not  necessary  to  carry  any  measure; 
yet  that  senate  contained  many  distinguished  gentlemen  from  all  parts 
of  the  state,  some  of  whom  became  noted  in  other  high  positions  which 
they  filled. 

Dr.  0*Connor  and  the  writer  belonged  to  that  small  number,  and  as 
misery  loves  company,  and  for  higher  reasons,  it  was  not  long  until 
mutual  respect  warmed  into  mutual  friendship  that  grew  brighter  as 
time  rolled  on,  and  lasted  for  life. 

Dr.  O'Connor's  father  was  an  Irishman  who  had  served  under  Wei- 
Ungtonin  Spain,  and  after  he  was  transferred  with  a  portion  of  the 
British  army  to  Canada,  he  ran  away  with  some  of  his  comrades,  came 
to  the  I'Uited  States,  and  settled  in  Woodsfield,  Monroe  county.  Ohio» 
in  i8J7  or  1818.  Here  he  was  married  to  Rebecca  Corothers,  and 
elected  to  the  oftice  of  county  recorder,  which  office  he  held  for  thirty 
years. 

Here  in  Woodsficld,  John  D.  was  born,  September  24lh,  1822,  and 
here  he  received  such  education  as  the  schools  of  the  settlement 
afforded  and  the  private  instructions  of  Mr.  Franklin  Gale  were  able  to 
confer.     He  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Dillon,  where  he  read  mediciite» 
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antl  afterwards  located  at  Clarlngtnn,  a  little  hamlet  situate  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio,  in  Monroe  county,  where  Suniish  creek  enters  ihe 
river.  To  the  boatmen  of  the  river  the  place  is  be^t  known  by  the 
name  of  **  Siintish." 

There,  in  1^45,  he  was  married  to  Ruth  C.  NelT,  and  soon  built  up  a 
large  and  extensive  practice.  He  attended' a  course  of  lectures  in  the 
Miami  Medical  college,  and  graduated  from  it  in  1S5S.  Here  he  had 
the  benefit  of  the  instructions  of  the  elder  MusseVi  Murphy,  Dawson. 
Davis  and  other  distinguished  men  in  the  profession. 

In  t86i  he  was  elected  to  the  senate  of  Ohio  from  (fuernsey,  Monroe 
and  a  part  of  Noble,  and  re-elected  in  1863.  After  he  bad  served  out 
his  second  term  as  senator*  in  the  summer  of  1865,  the  writer  visited 
him  at  Clarington,  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  his  interesting  family, 
consisting  of  Mrs,  O'Connor,  four  beautiful  young  daughters,  and  a 
little  son.  The  doctor's  practice  extended  along  the  river  bank  and 
over  the  rough  hills  and  mountains  of  Monroe,  where  he  had  nearly 
worn  out  his  life  in  the  pursuit  of  his  profession.  The  children  needed 
education,  and  there  was  no  good  school*nearer  than  Wheeling,  twenty- 
live  miles  away.  I  suggested  to  him  the  propriety  of  selling  out  and 
removing  to  Seneca  county,  which  I  described  as  it  was,  and  pictured 
to  him  the  situation  of  the  Tiffin  schools,  its  society,  health,  market, 
topography,  etc. 

A  visit  from  the  doctor  and  Mrs.  O'Connor  was  enough  to.  prgve  all 
I  said,  and  in  1866  the  doctor  bought  the  old  Biggs  farm,  on  the  Mel- 
more  road,  a  short  distance  south  of  Tiffin,  where  be  lived  until  shortly 
before  he  died. 

Here  at  Tiffin  he  stepped  at  once  into  the  front  rank  of  bis  profes- 
sion, where  he  was  highly  esteemed,  and  became  so  popular  among  the 
people  that  they  elected  him  the  delegate  from  this  county  to  the  con- 
stitutional convention. 

The  condition  of  his  health  scarcely  warranted  the  task  this  position 
required,  but  to  prove  his  gratitude  to  the  people  who  elected  him,  he 
served  the  session  of  the  convention  in  Columbus,  and  attended  the 
adjourned  session  in  Cincinnati  the  following  winter.  The  only  answer 
be  gave  his  friends  who  tried  to  persuade  him  not  to  go  to  Cincinnati, 
was  that  he  would  rather  wear  out  than  rust  out,  and  preferred  to  die 
at  his  post.  And  he  did  die  at  bis  post,  worn  out.  Nothing  but  his 
iron  will  kept  him  up  for  months. 

Ordinary  men  would  have  succumbed  to  disease  long  before;  but 
with  all  his  will  power,  Dr.  O'Connor  gradually  wasted  away,  when  on 
Saturday,  the  21st  day  of  February,  1874,  at  nine  o'clock  P.  M-,  **  tired 
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like  a  child  in  the  arras  of  its  nurs*^,  he  fell  asleep,"  as  Judge  Ofcey 
expressed  it  in  his  eulogy  of  the  doctor  in  the  convention. 

During  his  short  association  with  the  members  of  the  convention  he 
won  the  love  and  esteem  of  ihem  all,  and  on  the  morning  when  the 
committee  who  had  been  appointed  to  prepare  suitable  resolutions 
expressive  of  the  sense  of  the  convention  on  his  death,  were  about  to 
report,  several  gentlemen  made  remarks  attesting  their  love  and  esteem  for 
the  doctor,  full  of  fine  feeling  and  warm  appreciation  of  the  good  man 
he  was.  Judge  Okey,  Messrs.  Voris,  Albright^  Neil,  Cook  and  others 
spoke  very  eloquently.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  space  will  not  permil 
a  reproduction  of  those  eulogies  here. 

His  body  was  brought  to  TifBn  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
convention^  on  the  24th  of  February,  and  kept  at  thehouse  of  the  writer 
in  Tiffin,  from  whence,  on  the  next  day,  it  was  taken  to  the  First  Meth- 
odist Protestant  church,  where  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Ogle  delivered  a  very 
appropriate  sermon  from  Rev,  14:  i^w,  to  a  large  concourse  of  friends. 
He  was  buried  at  the  new  cemetery,  near  Tiffin,  under  the  beautiful  and 
impressive  ritual  of  the  F.  &  A.  M. 

Mrs.  O'Connor  is  still  living;  the  girls  are  all  happily  married.  D, 
O'Connor,  his  son,  is  attending  school 

Dr.  tO*Connor  was  an  excellent  physician,  possessed  of  a  finely  cu-1 
lured  mind:  he  was  a  true  friend,  a  devoted  patriot,  a  christian  gentle- 
man and  an  honest  man. 


THK    TIFFIN    GAS    LIGHT    COMPANY 

Was  organized  in  1856  as  a  joi^it  stock  company,  under  the  statute  of 
Ohio.  The  enterprise  was  origin-ated  by  Edward  Gw^yn,  of  Spring- 
field, Ohio,  who  came  to  Tiffin  in  that  year,  and  induced  several  of  our 
citizens  here  to  aid  him.  The  capital  stock  was  lljo.ooo,  of  one  thous- 
and two  hundred  shares,  each  twenty- five  dollars.  Mr,  Gwyn  sub- 
scribed all  the  stock  except  about  fifty  shares,  which  were  taken  by 
others. 

The  city  council  of  Tiffin  granted  to  the  company  and  its  successors 
and  assigns  forever,  the  use  of  the  streets,  alleys  and  public  ground-^ 
in  Tiffin,  to  lay  pipe  and  all  other  appliances  to  distribute  and  carry 
gas  throughout  the  city. 

I'he  works  are  built  on  the  uld  tannery  lot  near  Rocky  Creek,  on 
Perry  street. 

The  company  contracted  with  Mr.  Gw^yn  to  build  the  works  tor  ihc 
stock  he  had  subscribed  and  $to,ooo,  to  be  secured  by  mortgage  on  the 
works,  and  Mr*  Gwyn  was  virtually  the  owner  of  the  whole,  as  the  fifty 
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shares  were  subscribed  more  as  a  donation  than  for  profit,  and  were 
soon  transferred  to  him. 

The  original  works  were  small,  having  only  two  miles  of  pipe  laid  in 
the  streets,  having  fifty  street  lamps,  and  charging  1^54.50  per  1,000  cubic 
feci,  $3  per  year  for  rent  of  meter,  and  825  per  year  for  street  lamps. 
In  i860  Mr.  Gwyn  sold  the  works  to  his  brother,  JohnGwyn,  who  con- 
tinued  10  be  the  owner  until  1870,  Between  i860  and  1870  less  than 
one-half  mile  of  pipes  were  laid,  and  the  old  prices  maintained.  In 
1870  John  Gwyn  sold  out  to  George  E,  Seney  and  John  T.  Huss.  On 
the  death  of  Huss  In  1S75,  Judge  Seney  became  and  still  is  the  owner. 
Within  the  past  ten  years  the  works  have  been  greatly  enlarged  and 
improved.  All  that  now  exists  of  the  purchase  from  Gwyn  is  the  old 
building  and  about  one  mile  of  pipe;  all  else  is  new. 

The  capital  stock  now  is  $t 00.000;  gas  $2.50  per  1,000  cubic  feet, 
and  no  rent  charged  for  the  use  of  meters,  with  a  prospect  further  to 
decrease  the  price  of  gas  as  the  number  of  consumers  increase.  There 
are  now  about  ten  miles  of  gas  pipe  in  the  streets,  and  one  hundred 
and  seventy-four  street  lamps.  It  requires  two  men  and  a  horse  to 
light  and  extinguish  the  lamps,  who  must  travel  twenty-four  miles  to  da 
the  work.  The  works  consume  from  1,200  to  1,500  ions  of  the  best 
Youghiogheny  gas  coal^  yearly.  Five  men  and  two  horses  are  employed 
at  the  works.  The  annual  production  of  gas  is  from  five  to  six  millions 
of  feet. 

Judge  George  E.  Seney  is  president,  and  John  M.  Bate  secretary  and 
superintendent, 

THE    OHIO    STOVE    WORKS. 

Amongst  the  various  industries  of  the  city  may  be  mentioned  the 
Ohio  Stove  works,  a  joint  stock  company,  whose  works  are  located  near 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  depot.  The  company  is  now  well  organized 
and  in  successful  operation. 

THE    TIFFIN   AGRICULTURAL   WORK^ 

Is  a  joint  stock  company.  The  works  are  located  at  the  corner  of 
Water  and  Minerva  streets,  where  they  cover  an  area  of  about  four 
acres.  They  have  a  capital  stock  of  about  ^100,000,  and  the  institu- 
tion js  under  the  control  of  efhcient  officers,  and  is  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. 


THE    TIFFIN    WOOLEN    MILLS 

Are  also  in  successful  operation,  now  employing  about  seventy  hands. 
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THE    TIH'IN    CHURN    FACTORV, 

Organiited  by  A.  C  Baldwin  &  Co.,  Is  doing  z  good  basinc'is;  it  pros- 
ecuted its  work  steadily  during  the  late  severe  long  panic,  pro^ring 
that  the  institution  is  in  able  hands. 

LOOMIS  AND  NYMAN*S  FOUNDRY, 

Located  near  the  bridge  on  Market  street,  started  when,  in  1847,  they 
bought  the  old  foundry  then  conducted  by  Jesse  Wolf.  They  after- 
wards bought  the  property  where  Van  Nest's  carriage  factory  stood, 
and  erected  valuable  buildings  on  the  premises.  The  firm  is  now  com- 
posed  of  John  I).  Loomis,  Philetus  Nyman  and  George  Loomis.  They 
employ  about  28  hands  and  turn  out  work  annually  to  the  value  of 
<5o,ooo. 

THR  TIFFIN  MANUFACTURJNG  UOMPANY 

Is  also  a  joint  stock  company*  doing  a  great  deal  of  work,  and  in  suc- 
cessful operation  on  Melmore  street. 

THE  TIFFIN  WATER  WORKS 

Were  accepted  by  the  council  of  the  city  in  the  fall  of  1879.  There 
are  about  14  miles  of  water  pipes  in  the  city.  The  city  pays  rent  for 
hydrants. 

There  are  now  in  Tiffin  26  grocery  stores,  6  dry  goods  stores^  5 
clothing  stores,  8  boot  and  shoe  Stores,  r  carpet  store,  6  millinery 
and  fancy  stores,  5  jewelry  stores,  4  drug  stores,  4  fruit,  confectionery 
and  bakery  stores,  3  hardware  stores,  4  stove  and  tin  stores,  2  hat  and 
and  cap  stores,  2  china  and  crockery  stores,  2  book  and  stationery 
stores,  J  furniture  stores,  3  photograph  rooms,  5  harness  shops,  2  mar 
ble  dealers,  4  cigar  manufacturers,  6  printing  establishments,  7  barber 
shops,  8  meal  markets,  5  blacksmith  shops,  6  carriage  and  wagon  works, 
2  breweries,  3  wholesale  liquor  stores,  3  music  stores,  6  hotels,  5  board- 
ing houses,  I  plumbing  and  gas-fitting  store,  2  pump  shops,  about  50 
saloons,  2  bent  works  factories,  2  sash»  door  and  blind  factories,  I 
foundry »  1  ^tove  factory,  1  woolen  mill,  1  churn  factory,  2  shoe  fac- 
tories, the  gas  works,  agricultural  works  and  water  works. 

There  also  three  building  loan  associations  in  the  city. 

THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Is  a  new  creation  and  fitting  up  a  fine  room  in  the  market  house  build- 
ing.    It  was  incorporated  in  March,   1880,  and  the  following  named! 
persons  arc  the  officers  of  the  institution,  viz: 


»EKECA   COUNTY   AafUClfLTlTRAL  SOCIETY, 
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President— R,  W.  Shawlmn, 

Vic*e'Pre8idf Tils— Mrs.  \V.  I*.  Xobk*.  311*^.  Joluj  D,  Luomiw. 
Secretary— i\  II.  CnuiiHr. 
Treasurer— J.  W,  Cbttmbi?rlairi. 

Trustees— W*  P.  Noble,  Francis  Wagner*  George  G.  liarrimttn.  Ml» 
Flora  Croniwe,  Mrs.  Laura  H.  Sweath.  Mj».  Launi  G.  Banri . 

There  will  be  a  public  opening  of  the  library  on  the  i2fh  of  Mnv, 
1880. 

One  thousand,  six  hundred  volumes  of  books  are  already  tollecled. 

There  are  also  two  beni  works  in  the  city.  One  on  West  Market 
street,  owned  by  F.  Smith,  and  the  other  on  Water  street,  carried  on 
by  the  Fishbaugh  Brothers.     Both  are  doing  successful  business. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  brickyards  in  full  operation,  and  a  drain 
tile  factory,  carried  on  by  John  Heilman. 

Tiffin  has  also  two  flouring  mills;  one  at  the  north  end  ot  the  iron 
bridge,  on  Washington  street,  and  the  other  on  Mill  street;  the  former 
runs  by  steam  and  the  latter  by  water  power;  both  in  daily  operation. 

Unable  to  give  the  exact  amount  I  feel  it  safe  to  say  that  more  than 
five  millions  of  dollars  arc  invested  in  the  various  industri^rs  in  Tiffin. 

SENECA  COl/NTY  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 

The  pioneer  legislatures  of  Ohio  comprehended  their  missions  fully 
and  passed  laws  for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  for  the  protection  of 
stock*  to  open  roads  to  market,  etc.,  etc.  And  the  manner  in  which 
Seneoa  county  threw  off  her  mantle  of  **  native  wild  "  and  prepared  the 
way  for  civiliited  life,  proves  the  high  order  of  the  intelligence  of  her 
pioneer  farmers  First  a  cabin,  then  roads,  then  meeting-houses  and 
school-houses,  then  mills,  and  one  improvement  after  another. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  1833,  the  following  notice  was  published  in  the 
StHua  Patriot  : 

Tri  1  HI"!  Crri/.KXK  iiF  Sknkca  County— Xotice  is  herel)y  given  that  a 
met'tiug  will  be  ht-ld  at  the  Co\u"t  House,  in  the  town  of  Tittiu.  (they  had  no 
court  house),  in  tli*»  roiiuty  of  Senera,  on  the  liHth  day  of  June  iiist..  for  the 
purjios*^  of  oigjiiH/Jnjj  an  agricultural  8o<'iety,  tf»  be  eiiiitied  the  Seneca 
County  Agricultiin\l  Society,  in  piirsiiioire  of  an  act  of  the  legislature, 
passed  Febnmry  1^5,  XKVA,    By  order  ot  the  Board  (tf  Commissionei's. 

DAVID  E.  OWEN, 

Clerk  for  the  Commissioners. 

Nothing  was  done  under  this  notice,  however,  for  very  many  rea- 
sons, the  strongest  of  which  was  the  fact  that  the  people  had  nothing 
to  exhibit;  fancy  stock  in  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  poultry,  etc.,  had 
not  been  introduced  here  as  yet,  and  there  would  have  been  •*  no 
show." 
2e) 
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It  was  not  long,  however*  until  the  subject  was  agitated  again,  and 
now  another  notice  was  published  as  foliowsi 

GOD  SPEED  THE    PLOtCIH. 

Iti  entiformity  with  thr  a<'t  entitled-  ''An  iwi  U>  iiuthori/.e  and  pncourage 
the  establishment  of  {igrieulttn*al  societies  in  the  several  counties  in  Uiis 
8taU%'' p;iHsed  Miirdi  12,  1839.  notice  is  herohy  given  that  there  will  be  a 
meeting  held  at  tlie  court  liouse  in  Trflhi,  on  Saturday,  tlie  1st  day  of  Janu- 
Hry  next,  for  the  i>urpose  of  orKard/ing,  etc.  (i.  J.  KEEN, 

Auditor  8,  C, 

Tiffin.  December,  1841. 

The  meeting  was  held  at  the  M.  E.  church*  John  Terry,  Samui 
Waggoner,  Abel  Rawson,  A.  Ingraham,  W.  Toll,  Evan  Dorsey,  Louis 
Baltzelb  Lloyd  Norris»  Jacob  S,  Jennings,  R.  G.  Pennington,  Andrew 
Moore »  George  Stoner,  J.  W,  Wilson  and  others  took  active  part. 

Samuel  Waggoner  was  elected  president;  A.  Ingraham,  vice-presi- 
dent; Evan  Dorsey,  recording  secretary;  R.  G.  Pennington,  cor/espond- 
ing  secretary;  Lloyd  Norrls,  treasurer;  Terry»  Moore  and  Stoner, 
executive  committee.  A  constitution  was  adopted  Thus  the  society 
was  put  on  foot  and  has  flourished  ever  since.  Its  cgnnty  fairs  are 
amongst  the  best  in  the  state.  It  owns  about  twenty-five  acres  of  land 
near  College  Hill,  between  North  Greenfield  and  Portland  roads,  well 
provided  with  halis,  race  track  and  stalls.  Its  present  officers  are:  N  I,. 
Brewer,  president;  Jacob  Bickenbaugh,  vice-president;  H.  j,  Weller^ 
secretary;  John  M.  Kaull,  treasurer.  There  are  eighteen  man ageri,  one 
from  each  township,  two  from  the  city  and  one  from  the  county  at  large* 

The  vast  majority  of  the  most  successful  business  men  in  Tiffin  arc 
those  who  commenced  the  world  with  very  little  capital,  or  none  at 
all,  and  I  take  pride  to  record  the  fact,  that  the  leading  characters  ia 
all  branches  of  industry  here,  are  self-made  men. 

Some  have  already  been  named,  and  a  few  more  only  will  now  be 
noticed. 

MR.  JOHN  D.  LOOM  IS 

Was  born  November  j,  i8i  t  in  Osego  county,  New  York  and  was  raised 
in  Cayuga  county^  same  state.  He  came  to  Ohio  in  1839  and  located 
in  New  Haven  where  he  remained  five  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Licking  county,  Ohio,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  in  1847  re- 
moved to  Tiffin,  Ohio,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since.  The  firm, 
of  which  he  has  been  the  head  ever  since  its  location,  has  not  only  con- 
stantly increased  since  its  location  here,  but  has  never  been  under  the 
necessity  of  borrowing  a  dollar. 
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MR.    JOHN    -M,  NAYLOR 

Was  born  at  VVooster,  Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  December,  1812.  When  a 
boy  he  became  a  cleik  in  a  store  in  Woosler,  then  carried  on  by  Messrs, 
Jacobs  and  Kanke.  This  was  in  1834.  In  1S47  Mr.  Naylor»  in  com- 
'pany  with  Mr.  Harvey  Howard,  of  Wooster,  opened  a  hardware  store 
in  I'ifRn,  which  they  carried  on  here  vmtil  1851,  when  Mr.  Howard 
sold  his  interest,  and  the  store  from  that  time  was  conducted  in  the 
name  of  Nay  lor  &  Pittenger  up  to  1855,  From  that  tinne  to  1857  Mr. 
Naylor  conducted  the  business  alone,  for  three  years,  when  he  was 
joined  by  a  brother,  W.  W.  Naylor,  and  the  firm  was  called  Naylor  & 
Bro,  This  firm  was  continued  to  March  4,  tS66,  when  Willfam  W. 
Naylor  died,  and  the  immense  establishment  has  ever  since  been  car- 
ried on  by  Mr,  Naylor  alone. 

On  the  nth  day  of  December,  1849,  Mr.  Naylor  was  married  to 
Cornelia,  daughter  of  Judge  Pittenger.  In  1857  he  built  the  beautiful 
villa  on  Melmore  street,  where  he  still  resides.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
Naylor  was  a  sister  t<i  Judge  Musgrave,  of  Crawford  county.  An  nncle 
by  marriage  was  Judge  Dean,  of  Wayne  county,  and  my  esteemed 
friend,  Judge  E,  V.  Dean,  oi  Ironton,  Ohio,  is  a  tull  cousin  of  J,  M. 
Naylor. 

Mr.  Naylor^s  life  is  a  fme  specimen  of  a  self-made,  successful  career, 
based  upon  industry,  economy,  ability  and  honesty.  Ever  busy,  late 
and  early,  with  a  friendly  word  for  everybody,  it  is  a  matter  of  perfect 
wonder  where  he  ever  found  lime  to  make  hirhself  master  of  history, 
civil  government  and  universal  geography. 

HENRY    GROSS. 

In  the  outset  of  this  enterprise,  the  writer  intended  to  say  as  h'ttie  as 
possible  about  the  living,  but  to  recall  the  past  and  present  it  to  the 
reader  in  its  true  light.  Having  unavoidably  touched  a  few  of  the 
living,  it  would  wrong  the  harmony  of  the  work  did  I  not  also  mention 
another  distinguished  Tifhnite,  who»  by  his  genius  and  skill,  has  won 
for  himself  a  national  reputation. 

Senera  county  has  not  been  slow  in  producing  men  of  distinction  in 
almost  every  department  of  life.  Our  farmers  are  celebrated  for  hav- 
ing made  Seneca  county  the  first  "* wheat  county"  in  Ohio;  our 
mechanics  are^ectual,  at  least,  to  the  best  of  them;  our  lawyers  and  doc- 
tors are  men  of  note;  the  nation  found  a  president  as  near  to  Seneca 
county  as  possible;  we  have  furnished  the  state  with  two  state  treasur- 
ers, one  governor,  one  lieutenant-governor  and  came  within  29,000 
votes  of  furnishing  another;  we  have  sent  four  of  our  citizens  to  con- 


404 


HISTORY    Of    SENECA   COUNTN 


gress  and  three  colonels  lo  the  war,  wUh  a  fair  prospect  of  sending 
another;  the  L'nited  Slates  sent  one  of  our  citizens  to  represent  her  in 
China,  and  Pere  Hyacinthe  raarried  one  of  our  fair  daughters, 

Henry  Gross  is  the  second  son  of  Henry  Gross,  sen.,  mentioned  in  a 
former  chapter.  He  was  born  July  21,  1813.  Wlien  a  boy  he  made. 
himself  busy  in  his  father's  gun  shop  and  learned  the  use  of  tools.  As 
he  grew  up  he  formed  a  great  taste  for  music  and  the  fine  arts,  and  while 
he  acquired  and  mastered  the  gunsmith  trade,  became  also  an  inventor. 
He  secured  a  patent  for  a  breech-loading  rifle,  and,  in  company  with 
Mr*  Ed.  Gwynn,  started  a  factory.  In  this,  as  in  almost  all  his  busi 
ness  undertakings,  he  allowed  himself  to  be  over-reached  and  proved 
to  his  friend  that  he  was  more  of  a  genius  than  a  financier.  He  secured 
many  patents  on  ingenious  steel  and  iron  works,  time-locks  on  safes, 
etc.  While  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  **  Hall  Safe  and  Lock  Co.,'*  in 
Cincinnati,  for  many  years,  he  was  sent  for  from  very  many  places  in 
the  United  States  to  open  safes  that  by  some  accident  had  become 
fastened  and  nobody  found  to  open  them,  Mr.  Gross  traveled  many 
thousand  miles  on  missions  of  that  nature,  and  never  failed  in  any  case. 
He  often  astoundetl  the  by  standers  in  opening  safes  in  a  few^  minutes 
when  others  had  worked  for  days.  It  is  saie  to  say  that  there  is  not  a 
safe  made  anywhere  that  Mr.  Gross  cannot  open  in  a  very  short  time 
without  knowing  anything  about  the  combinations.  Were  it  not  for 
his  high  order  of  character  and  strict  intctrritv,  he  would  certainly  be  a 
dangerous  man  to  run  at  large. 

Of  his  latest  and  best  invention^  the  papers  nre  full  of  praise,  and  a 
copy  of  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  Souther  ft  Merchant  of  Novem- 
ber, 1879,  is  here  added  to  show  how  Mr.  Gross^  genius  is  appreciated 
by  other  people,  and  not  to  have  it  said  that  William  Lang  runs  wild  with 
his  love  for  old  Seneca  and  his  friends. 

But  here  \%  the  article: 

In  our  occupation  as  jaunuilists,  ren^rdingtlie  lunTitt  events  tO  \\w  iimei 
— tlie  uffairs  of  i?*nt*nimeiitt*  hikI  ]K>litif'al  movements,  the  €n  il  doiu*^  of  iht? 
criminal  classt's,  Iht*  |tr>raliouH  of  society,  llie  theatrical  stt'Uar  altr.irtions. 
the  iniKlition  of  Die  great  maiiufruturing  interents,  the  prospcctH  t)f  the 
grow  iiig  crops,  »iid  the  exeileoieut  tu  the  great  edmriif^rfial  mati^,  and  the 
cduratitmal.  religious,  and  lestheiical  interesli*,  it  soinetimes  iKPcomes  our 
duty  an  wpU  as  pleasiire  to  singthf  iiraisesof  the  j^ent  tennises  and  thinkers 
who  overcome  the  olmtach'w  td'  nature  and  ntiJize  her  forces  for  the  gmid, 
comftiri  uiid  huppiness  of  lunnkiiid— the  meu  wliii  luive  a  keen  appreciation 
of  the  (lisuthantHge,s  uiuler  whicli  stirrowing  humauity  toiL  and  ntrive  to 
littain  huppines.s.  and  piil  forth  their  best  energies  to  dissipate  them. 

As  one  of  this  illnstrions  hand  we  take  pleasure  in  classing  Mr.  Henry 
Gross,  of  Cincinnati.  Ohio,  with  whom  we  had  a  deligKlfnl  and  inslruidive 
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interview*  lt*anring  i>f  bis  at'bievemente  in  the  vHrionn  limnches  of  the 
merhanic  iirti*  U-*  which  he  hkis  turned  his  attentian mit\  ihtmfihts.  Hisunme 
is  familiar  to  almost  every  hanker  thron^irhoiit  the  countrv  jusa  skillfd  expert 
and  the  inventor  oi  llie  linc^st  time  and  iiermutatiun  loeks  extant,  and  Uiey 
will  no  dfudil  he  [ileaned  to  learn  that  he  has  apiin  eome  to  Iheir  aici,  prom* 
isinj^^  the  in  still  further  prot-eetiini  from  the  handn  of  lawlessness. 

We  have  neither  time  nor  space  to  reeord  all  the  incidents  iif  hi?>  eventful 
<*areer,  devoted  as  it  has  been  to  many  tields  of  inventive  research,  but  we 
wish  U)  speak  som.ewhat  limitedly  of  bis  later  aebievement^  in  the  construe- 
tion  of  devices  for  the  preservation  of  a^M'nranlatefl  wealth,  the  reward  of 
induHtry,  from  the  natural  and  human  enemies  which  heset  the  possessor— 
we  mean  his  improvements  in  the  constniciion  of  tlH>se  trusty  safeguards  of 
the  merchant  and  bar^ker,  the  tire  and  hnrglar-prcKif  safes  and  vtiults,  and 
the  locks  ami  bolt-work  thereof. 

Mr*  (iross  has  had  the  most  intinuite  and  varied  experience  in  the  con- 
strmlion  t»f  safes  and  locks  lUirinitj  the  past  ten  years,  and  as  an  expert  has 
lieen  invariaVdy  successfid  in  exposing  the  weaknesses  of  safes  put  up<ui  the 
market  by  their  innkers  witli  the  false  claims  to  security.  As  the  result  of 
this  rich  aud  varied  experience,  we  are  not  therefiire  surprised  that  Mr. 
(4ross  has  a|>parently  readied  the  goal  of  excellence  in  this  particular  art, 
and  we  will  take  pleasure  in  speaking  somewhat  in  detail  of  his  various 
improvements. 

First  and  foremost  he  exhibits  a  burglar-proof  safe  for  bankers'  us?,  the 
rioor  id'  wliicli  is  ^'uarded  when  closed  by  the  most  simple  and  nmipacl  bolt 
work,  mi  constructed  thnt  it  presentii  a  resistive  strengtli  to  fracture  eijual  to 
live  times  that  nf  any  system  of  train  bolts  now  in  use,  ffnd  this  holt  work, 
with  the  Jocks  U*  ^uanl  it,  is  operated  by  a  m  isaive,  invuhierable  weltlcJ 
steel  and  iron  disc,  hunj^^npon  inner  and  iuitHr  bearings  so  truly  and  perfect- 
ly that  it  can  be  revolved  like  a  titp  luider  tlie  shghtest  pressure,  while  it  is 
secured  so  stronjidy  and  cl<*sely  in  a  corres|M»udiuK  opening;  in  tbehoJy  of  the 
doi^r  thtit  it  would  require  tons  of  pressure  nv  shork  to  remove  it.  The  more 
immediate  i-ause  that  devekiped  the  necessity  of  this  new  depaiture  hi  safe 
construction  lay  in  certidn  ilist-overies  made  by  Mr,  CTros»  in  the  course  of 
his  expert  oceupaticni  of  opening  safes  whose  locks  hail  l»ecome  ilenmged  or 
the  coi!d)iuatituis  lost  l»y  carelessness, 

lie  fomnl  by  experimental  test  that  the  various  spindles  or  arbors  in  com- 
mon use,  by  means  of  which  the  locks  aud  bolt  w*>rk  were  manipulated, 
could  l>e  successfnliy  assailed,  s<>  that  he  si-ldom  consumed  more  ttian  two 
Imurs,  and  usually  ahout  half  tluit  time  or  less,  in  utterly  destroying'  them 
and  entering  the  safe.  Feeling  tliiit  su<'li  safes  conld  iu>t  be  conscientiously 
recommemleil  to  the  pidilii^  as  burglar-proof,  hv  devisetl  t!ie  al>ove  described 
improvenjcut,  wl^irl!  entirely  does  away  \vith  the  use  i»f  spindles  or  arbors, 
aud  with  this  disc  anangement  the  safe  has  then  n»4hing  passing  through 
it,  and  the  d<H>r  and  walls  are  solid  alike.  Mr.  Gruss  stakes  his  professional 
reputiition  on  the  merits  of  this  invention,  which  only  reuuires  to  be  seen  to 
be  apprei  tated  :  its  simplicity  is  apyiarent  to  everyone,  ami  the  pmr-ti^-nl  man 
4'an  readily  see  that  the  iuveubir  has  simply  taken  advantage  of  the  l>est  con- 
struction to  secure  maximum  strength  in  the  materials  used. 
The  locks  employed  trO  secure  this  siife  are  the  result  of  much  study,  and 
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are  luost  a^imirably  adaptpd  Ut  tlie  purpose.  Tlie  time  movenieiit  aud  per^ 
mutiitioti  tuml>IerB  are  rlo^ely  couiufcted  within  a  space  of  twoiofhew  Hquare, 
iiTid  perform  nil  tlu*  fiimaions  of  the  urdiimry  l)i»Uky  tiiMe  amJ  t!ombiruitioit 
locks  cif  ten  tinirs  the  size,  whHe  po»se*Mi*ingn**w  IVatiireH  of  eouvenieiice  and 
seenrity  that  will  he  reudily  appreehited  by  usei-s.  Mr,  Ciross  }d»o  Anally 
prenent^  a  lire-proof  safe,  t>f  excellent  design  and  ealnilated  per  maximum 
elKrieMcy  in  the  proteetiou  of  its  cuntejits  fnun  lire. 

All  the  iuventioiii*  of  Ueury  Gros-s,  from  his  lirst "  time  lock,"  show  tlie 
nuiHter'^  liaiitl  of  jj;eniu^,  and  now  that  he  ha»  prHCtieally  demonstrated  the 
excellenee  and  Inviiliierahility  of  the  two  la8t  eff(>rts  of  his  skJU.  it  is  tiin* 
cerely  t<»  h«*  hopetl  that  hankers,  county  treanurers.  and  tinme  who  ni<e  safes 
generaliy.  will  look  at  the  merits  of  his  make  heft»re  they  buy  the  produc- 
tions of  mendacit)us  manufacturers,  whose  main  me ritu  consist  in  the  liberal 
use  <*f  printer's  ink. 

If  Mr.  Ciross*  executive  and  financial  abilities  were  equal  to  his 
genius,  he  wouhl  have  been  a  millionaire  long  since. 

THE    PRESS. 

The  varioub  newspaper  enterprises  that  were  established  in  Tiffin 
from  time  to  time,  the  incidents  connected  with  them,  the  political 
Views  they  advocated,  the  questions  that  agitated  the  pubhc  mind  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  greater  or  lesser  lights  that  figured  on  the  affirma- 
tive and  negative  sides  of  these  questions,  the  results  obtained  by  the 
elections  and  all  that  and  more,  would  make  a  very  interesting  book, 
and  it  is  hoped  some  Ttfiinite  will  some  day  take  up  the  subjei  t  and 
write  up  a  volume. 

A  short  history  of  these  establishments  in  I'iffin,  without  comment,  is 
all  that  is  intended  here. 

The  6rst  newspaper  published  in  the  county  was  the  Srtieea  Patriot, 
E.  Brown,  editor  and  proprietor-  The  little  hand  press  upon  which  it 
was  printed  was  procured  from  Mr.  J.  P.  McArdle,  who  claimed  for  it 
that  it  was  the  first  printing  press  brought  to  Ohio.  ^ 

The  first  number  was  issued  August  4th,  1832,  Its  motto  was,  **  Con- 
stitutional Rights,  Republican  Institutions,  and  Union  Forever.** 

'llie  paper  came  out  as  circumstances  would  permit.  Sometimes 
the  editor  was  out  of  paper;  sometimes  out  of  ink.  Public  patronage 
was  not  very  good,  and  the  notices  and  work  from  the  county  officials 
formed  the  principal  part  of  hfs  support.  The  greatest  trouble  of  all, 
however,  was  the  triangular  fight  between  the  political  parties.  The 
Patriot  was  the  only  paper  in  the  county,  and  Mr.  Brown  undertook  lo 
accommodate  them  all,  and  secure  custom  from  each.  He  proposed, 
therefore,  to  devote  a  certain  space  of  each  |iapcr  to  articles  suitable 
to  the  ideas  of  each  party,  and  headed  them  **  Clay  politics,*'  **  JacksoQ 
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politics/*  •*  Wirt  politics/'  For  awhile  he  abstained  fram  taking  any 
part  and  remained  neutral,  but  the  Whig^s  blamed  him  with  partiality, 
sent  in  one  communication  after  another*  and  he  bore  up  with  wonder 
ful  courage  for  a  while,  FinaJly  the  thing  got  so  pressing,  and  the 
anti-Masons  so  boisterous,  that  Mr.  Brown  lost  all  power  of  endur- 
ance, and  fmally,  on  the  27th  of  OctqJ)er,  iSj2,  he  came  out  in  an  edi- 
torial to  declare  his  tru^  position.  He  could  stand  it  no  longer.  He 
complained  of  men  of  the  three  parties  who  were  so  unreasonable  as  to 
claim  more  than  their  share  of  the  paper,  and  being  refused,  threatened 
to  injure  the  paper,  etc.  He  finally  concluded  by  saying  :  '*  Should  we 
be  compelled  to  haul  down  our  tri-colored  flag,  or  to  be  more  explicit, 
we  shall  undoubtedly  hoist  true  American  colors,  and  if  we  are  driven 
from  our  position  we  shall  assuredly  declare  for  Andrew  Jackson  and 
the  Democratic  party/* 

Now  the  Whigs  withdrew  their  patronage;  Ebert  and  Mercer  came 
out  in  an  open  card  and  refused  to  support  the  paper  because  it  was 
no  longer  neutral.     Brown  had  gone  over  to  the  Jackson  men. 

In  the  next  issue  the  editor  says:  '*  From  what  has  already  trans- 
pired  we  are  convinced  we  can  never  give  satisfaction  while  we  pursue 
the  course  first  prescribed.  Party  feeling  is  so  much  excited  in  this 
place,  that  jealousies  will  arise,  and  unpleasant  measures  will  be  taken, 
however  just  our  cause  may  be.** 

That  settled  it.  Mr,  Elisha  Brown  sometime  after  took  sick  and  died 
at  Cincinnati.  His  son,  J,  H.  Brown,  carried  on  the  paper  for  a  short 
time  thereafter,  and  then  sold  the  press  and  material  to  Mr,  Alonzo 
kawson. 

Before  proceeding  further  in  the  history  of  the  press,  let  us  record 
such  evidence  as  can  be  secured  to  preserve  the  history  of 
this  old  press,  which  is  certainly  very  remarkable.  It  was  brought  to 
Washington,  Pennsylvania,  by  a  Mr.  Colerick,  prior  to  the  year  1800, 
from  some  place  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  It  was  removed  from  VV^ash- 
ington  to  Wellsburg,  Virginia,  about  the  year  1820,  by  J.  P.  McArdle, 
who  was  a  very  polite  and  intelligent  Scotchman,  and  lived  with  his 
family  for  a  long  time  in  Republic,  where  one  of  his  sons,  Ed,  McArdle, 
still  resides.  Mr,  J.  R  McArdle  'moved  this  press  to  Mount  Vernon, 
Ohio,  where  he  published  the  /^tj^isfer  in  t8t6,  and  the  above  date  of 
1820  must  be  erroneous.  From  Mount  Vernon  the  press  was  removed 
to  Clinton,  and  from  there  in  1827  to  Norwalk,  Here  it  became  the 
property  of  the  Messrs.  Browns,  who  took  it  to  Sandusky  City  and 
brought  it  from  there  to  Tiffin  in  iSji. 

The  Seneca  Advertiser,  speaking  of  this  old  press  one  time,  said: 
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*'  Tt  must  bp  a(^kriowIedged  tluit  tlii»  venerable  preHs,  ui  Iht*  servire  of  ha 
a  centur>%  ^^**^  earned  at  least  the  n^piitation  of  a  faithful  '  herald  of  a  nol 
XTorld.*  It  hasi  no  doultt  emblazoned  to  the  world  the  arhieveroents  of  miu 
an  eminent  sUitesman,  and  probably  tdironicled  as  they  ot»eiirred  the  stimu 
everiLs  whu^h  j^ave  our  government  its  national  existence,  t'ommencnig  i 
tour  of  pil^rinmj^e  upon  the  Atlantic  eoa^st,  it  has  wonnd  its  way  to  tb 
fancied  '  far  west.'  It  is  indeed  a  re  lie  of  nther  days,  lie  who  won  Id  roi 
pare,  at  this  day,  that  sturdy  h*ver  with  the  va»t  inii>rovemenls  made  npoi 
its  Hke^sinee  its  first  days,  would  behold  one  of  the  most  astonishing  ai 
remarkable  evident^es  of  human  skill  ever  fleveloped  in  any  hmuch  of  seie 
tific  or  mechanical  invention/* 

If  this  be  the  first  press  (and  it  undoubtedly  was)  that  crossed  ih 
Aileganies,  it  should  become  the  property  of  the  west,  and  here  be  pr 
served  to  attest  the  improvements  in  the  '*  art  preservative  of  arts,** 

Mr.  Alon20  Rawson,  who  bought  the  press,  issued  the  first  nnmb< 
of  the  Independmi  ChronicU  and  Setieca  Advertiser  o\\\\\t  26th  ofApri 
1834.  Making  his  bow  to  the  people  he  said  he  would  be  independeot  in 
politics,  and  advocate  measures,  not  men.  He  soon,  however,  leane 
over  to  the  Whigs  very  strongly,  and  the  leading  Democrats  put  the 
heads  together  to  buy  Rawson  out. 

Mr.  Josiah  F.  Reed  purchased  the  office  from  Mr.  Rawson,  and  issuei 
the  first  number  of  the   Tiffin   Gazette  and  Seneca  Advertiser  in    t 
last  week  in  November,  1835,  as  the  organ  of  the  Democracy. 

During  a  large  portion  of  the  year    1836,  it  seems  that  there  was  ni 
paper  published  in  Lower  Sandusky,  for  nearly  or  all  the  official  notic 
from  Sandusky  county  during  that  time  were  published  in  the  Ga%etk 
here. 

In  the  latter  part  of  February,  1838,  Luther  A.  Hall,  who  was  one  < 
the  principal  leaders  of  the  Whigs  of  Seneca  county,  bought  the  who 
concern  of  Mr.  Reed,  and  immediately  handed  it  over  to  Mr,  Josep 
Howard,  who  was  one  of  the  early  lawyers  here,  and  the  second  clci 
of  the  common  pleas  court,  a  Whig,  of  course.  Mr.  Howard  kept  th 
name  of  the  Gazette  for  bis  p^p^r,  but  dropped  the  Advcrttser.  In  hi 
inaugural  he  says  that  he  must  have  the  support  of  all  people  who  wai 
a  newspaper,  and  throws  himself  upon  the  Whig  party  especially.  M 
Howard,  after  one  or  two  issuesi  sold  the  concern  to  Samuel  A.  Grii 
wold,  who  issued  his  first  number  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  '838,  ani 
conducted  it  as  the  organ  of  the  Whigs  until  the  fall  of  1842.  when 
was  discontinued.  Mr.  Griswold  is  at  present  the  editor  of  the  Lan 
easier  (Ohio)  Gazette,  which  has  been  under  his  charge  for  many  yewj 

What  has  become  of  the  old  press  ?  Now  came  on  the  ides  of  th 
ever  memorable  campaign  of  1840,  and  the  Democrats  without  anew 
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paper  I  **  WUlenskralt  Wcge  achafft,'*  says  an  old  German  prOverb. 
Money  was  raised,  a  new  press  and  type  purchased,  and  ihe  Faft 
Burenite  saw  the  light  of  day;  **  Cronise  a?id  others,  editors  and  pro- 
prietors '*  Tlie  ••  others**  were  Joshua  Seney  and  C»abnel  J.  Keen.  In 
the  fall  oi  1841  the  Van  Burtnite  was  discontinued,  and  in  the  follow* 
ing  spring  Mr.  John  Ci,  BrcsHn  purchased  the  concern  and  issued  The 
Senna  Advertiser,  The  first  number  was  published  on  the  6th  of  May, 
184a  Mr.  Breslin  conducted  the  Advertiser  until  1854^  when  it  was 
leased  to  John  Flaugher,  who  continued  it  about  one  year,  and  was 
succeeded  by  W.  W.  Armstrong,  now  of  the  Cla^eiand  Flaindea/er, 
until  the  year  1857,  when  Mr.  Armstrong  purchased  the  concern  and 
became  its  proprietor,  as  well  as  its  editor.  He  continued  the  paper 
until  the  spring  of  1863,  when  he  rented  the  office  to  Messrs.  Beilharz. 
&  Myers  to  take  charge  of  the  office  of  secretary  of  stale,  to  which  he 
was  elected  in  October,  1862.  About  one  year  thereafter  Mr.  Beilhari 
withdrew,  and  J.  M.  Myers  had  charge  ofthe  office  alone,  and  has  edited 
the  paper  ever  since,  with  his  acknowledged  ability.  The  office  has 
been  vastly  enlarged  and  improved,  and  lhe»Myers  Brothers  have  lately 
abandoned  steam  power  and  substituted  water  power  to  run  their 
prcsjies  In  the  line  of  politics  the  office  has  made  no  change  since 
the  first  issue  of  the  Fan  Burtmte^  now  forty  long  years. 

The  inaugural  address  of  the  Van  Burenite  was  written  by  Joshua 
Seney,  Esq  ,  and  a  copy  is  preserved  in  the  appendix  to  this  book, 
which  see. 

In  the  summer  of  1848  my  esteemed  old  friend,  John  G.  Breslin,  was 
a  candidate  for  member  ofthe  house  of  representatives  of  Ohio.  The 
leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  undertook  to  publish  a  German  Dem* 
ocratic  newspaper  in  the  office  of  the  Advertiser,  and  thereby  aid  in 
rallying  the  German  citizens  in  support  ofthe  Democratic  party. 

In  conformity  with  this  plan  an  address  was  issued  and  circulated 
among  the  Democrats  of  the  county  to  raise  funds,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  copy. 

To 


The  undersigned,  Deuiocratitr  ft?ntrHl  r-t*mmittee  of  Seneca  eounty,  desire 
t4>  secure  the  puMication  of  ji  German  Democnitic  imperin  Tiffiji  fur  the 
earapaign,  autl,  if  properly  sustained,  design  making  it  a  pennaiieut  issue. 
Of  th<^  suecess  of  this  euttTprise  Wf^  eulf  rluiTi  no  doubt,  if  we  can  secure 
autlifieut  nieaus  t<*  purchane  the  necessary  type.  t'tc.  We  have  ma<lp  arrange- 
ment's t<^»  secure  the  usi^  of  the  press,  etc,  of  the  iSVmca  Advertiser  oUlre,  and 
it  now  remains  oidy  for  us  to  raise  the  amount  uwewsary  to  enable  ua  to  pro- 
cure the  above  articles. 

The  expense  of  sustaining  the  fuiper,  etc.,  after  its  eotniiM^neement^  will  bcr 
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Iwnielieiv  by  niir  frieinlH  in  subwriptioiiH,  Our  ilenire  in  ittlilressiiiif  you  faj 
to  solicit  8iioh  iiid  uh  yon  may  ti*M»ni  proper  in  rxtend.  to  Pimlile  us  to  com- 
mence tbe  publifutioii.  And  we  assort'  yon  that  such  attl  us  you  may  sitToirl 
will  bt^  giulcfully  r«^reivt»<l,  und  faitUrulJy  applied  to  the  purpojie  liitAmdNl, 
and  thtt  furtherance  of  democnitir.  prit^eiples  hi  northwejitern  Ohio. 

The  necessity  of  n  lierman  Democnitic-  paper  in  this  t^ecti<tn  of  the  State — 
locHted,  too,  in  the  banner  dintriet  of  Oliio  -will  i>e  appiin*nt  biyou.  when  we 
^Ttate  that  there  are  in  this  iSenecai  coiuity  about  eight  huiiilred  (teruuui 
Dentoti at  ic  voters— at  least  twenty'tive  hundred  in  thi^  ^tui^frenHional  dis- 
trict—and  (h>ubtlesH  from  hf teen  to  twenty  tbousanrl  in  lauthwestern  Ohio  — 
aai*mm  vvhoni  we  can  uianb«'r  some  nf  the  nut^i  nnyiehlinj^  heuiucrals  in  the 
State— yet  are  comparatively  destitute  of  the  means  of  aequiringr  fHiliUcal 
inftn-mation. 

If  HUi'cesjiful  in  rnuiment'ing  this  publii'aiioii.  we  feel  assured  hundreds, 
if  not  thousands,  can  he  rallied  to  the  poU?^,  and  many  uidnced  lo  a  siwenlier 
Tmtumli'/nti<uK  who  have  Ijeretofore  felt  indifferent  as  to  the  impott^mce  of 
a(»quirinj?  the  rights  of  citizens,  ;md  the  f?h>nous  privilej^es  4»f  an  American 
freeman— und  thus  swell,  by  thousands,  the  UenuK^ratic*  vote  of  Ohio, 

For  Huch  amount  as  may  be  eoniributed  hy  yourself,  and  otiier  friend*  in 
your  place,  we  will,  of  course,  furnish  the  proper  number  of  papen*,  weekJy, 
in  i-emuneration.  Will  you  exert  yourself  actively  among  the  friends  of  Um 
(tause,  and  advise  us  as  soon  as  pussil»le  of  >onr  success,  etc.  Y 

JOKl.  W:  WILSOX, 
KfriIAin>  W  ILLIAMS.     - 
WILLIAM  LANi;, 
JOHN  H.  BUESLLX. 
l>emornitic  Central  ('ommitti>e 

Tiffin,  February  4,  1848. 

This  call  was  answered  by  funds  sufficient  to  purchase  a  lot  of  type 
for  a  German  paper,  and  the  first  copy  of  the  Seneca  AdUr  made  its 
appearance  about  the  latter  part  of  April.  1H48.  and  appeared  weekly  for 
just  six  months;  William  Lang  was  the  editor,  and  John  G.  Hreslin  the 
publisher.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  Mr,  Breslin  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  general  assembly,  and  getting  ready  to  go  to  Columbus,  hatl 
nobody  to  look  after  the  Adler  in  the  office,  and  the  writer  found  other 
and  more  profuable  employment.  The  Adler  was  the  first  German 
paper  published  in  Seneca  county.  The  next  German  newspaper  pub- 
lished here  was  the  Unsere  Fla^ge^  J,  M,  Zahm»  editor  and  proprietor 
and  the  third,  Die  Tiffin  Presst,  George  Homann.  rtlitt.r  wu\  propri 
clor;  both  of  which  shall  be  noticed  again. 

On  the  18th  of  November.  1845,  the  fir^t  number  ui  the  Whj^ 
Standard  was  issued  by  George  L,  Wharton,  editor. 

The  following  is  the  conclusion  of  the  editor's  *♦  salutatory/*  vix  : 

*'  We  shall  mtrr  iiur  protest  a^jainsl  tlie  Jxocofof-n  parly  and  lalM>r  ar«lently 
for  lliQ  preservaLiun  td'  tlu»se  priuri]de"s  beijurathed  lo  us  l>y  the  patiiotw  01 
the  revolution— the  principles  of  tJie  Whig  party— a  party  who«je  origin  wj 
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our  country's  revolution,  and  whose  fidelity  and  patnotism  sichieved  our 
indept'udenfe.  T 'pen  this  broad  platfoi-m  we  shall  stiind,  lulherin^  firmly  to 
Hbtnty,  (Je»pising  auardiy  Jiml  dt'spi>tlHm  with  an  eye  siu^'le  lo  tht*  inU'reHl 
of  our  CDuntry,  feeling  jissuri^d  that  upon  the  integrity  of  the  Whig  party, 
rests  our  destiny  as  a  natitni." 

Mr,  Wharton  conducted  the  Standard  until  1848,  when  he  was  fol- 
lowed by  Abraham  Laubach,  who  continued  it  only  one  year,  and  sold 
out  10  Captain  McKee,  who  conducted  the  paper  until  1855,  when  W. 
C,  Gray  became  its  editor,  and  changed  the  name  to  the  Tiffin  Jribunt, 
He  left  in  iS6t,  at  which  time  John  Robbins  purchased  it,  and  con- 
tinued its  publication  until  1865,  when  it  again  changed  hands,  passing 
into  the  possession  of  Abraham  Kagy,  who  edited  it  but  a  short  time, 
when  Messrs.  Myers  and  Miller  bought  him  out,  and  published  the 
paper  until  1868.  In  November  of  the  year  1868,  Messrs,  Charles  N. 
Locke  and  Otis  T.  Locke  purchased  the  office,  and  it  has  ever  since 
been  continued  under  the  firm  name  of  Locke  &  Bro  When  the  Whig 
party  merged  over  and  into  the  Republican  party,  the  Tribufie  followed 
the  transit,  and  has  ever  since  beei)  the  organ  of  the  Republican  party 
of  Seneca  county.  The  t^aper  has  a  large  circulation^  and  is  very  ably 
edited  by  O,  T.  Locke,  who  is  still  at  his  post. 

In  October,  1854,  J.  M-  Zahm^  Esq.,  started  a  German  paper  called 
Unsere  Fia^gf^  and  continued  the  publication  until  January,  1867.  It 
supported  Democratic  principles  from  an  independent  standpoint.  The 
office  was  purchased  by  Elmer  White  and  Frank  Rader  in  1868,  who 
commenced  the  publication  of  an  English  paper,  independent  in  poli- 
tics, called  the  Tiffin  Star,  In  October,  1873,  Messrs.  J.  K.  Huddle 
and  Frank  Dildine  purchased  the  office,  the  latter  retiring  in  1874,  after 
which  time  the  paper  was  published  by  Mr.  Huddle  alone,  who  turned 
it  into  a  daily,  made  a  most  spicy  sheet,  and  the  first  daily  newspaper 
Tiffin  ever  had.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Mr.  Huddle  was  not  sus- 
tained with  funds,  as  he  should  have  been,  until  the  office  could  rely 
upon  its  own  resources,  which  it  would  have  done  in  a  short  time  after 
it  failed. 

The  Tiffin  Presse^  George  Homann,  editor  and  proprietor,  made  its 
first  appearance  on  ihe  6th  day  of  January,  1871;  is  Democratic 
in  its  views;  has  a  large  circulation,  is  generally  admired  by  the  Ger- 
man community  in  the  countVt  and  is  very  ably  edited. 

The  Evening  Htrald  was  established  January  9th,  1877.  It  is  a  spicy 
little  daily,  well  managed;  H.  C*  Kepple,  publisher  and  proprietor; 
W.  H.  Kcpple,  editor. 

The  Tiffin  Gaztttty  Charles  L.  Zahm,  editor  and  proprietor,  issued 
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its  nrst  number  in  Aj>ril»  1878.  It  was  a  weekly  neutral  family  news- 
paper^  well  edited,  and  very  dean  and  neat  in  its  mechanicai  appear- 
ance, decidedly  the  most  read<ible  family  paper  published  in  the  city; 
appeared  only  about  one  year,  when  it  was  suspended  for  want  of 
proper  patronage.  Mr.  Zahm  sold  the  office  some  time  afterwards  to 
D.  J.  Statter,  li^sq.,  who,  as  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Tiffin  News^ 
a  weekly  family  newspaper,  issued  the  first  number  on  April  3,  iiJ8o, 
ft  is  a  beautiful  and  interesting  tour  page  sheet. 

The  circulation  of  all  these  weeklies  is  about  5,000. 

In  addition  to  all  these  newspapers,  large  quantities  of  daily  papers 
from  Cincinnati,  Cleveland,  Toledo  and  Chicago  are  sold  by  the  news- 
boys.  There  are  more  that  5,000  newspapers  and  3,000  periodicals 
distributed  at  the  Tiffin  postoflice  every  week  in  addition  to  the  above. 
What  further  proof  is  required  to  show  that  Tiffin  contains  a  reading 
population  ? 

The   letters  and   papers  sent  by   the   Tiffin   postofficc  number  ovc 
15,000  per  week. 

Foreign  dailies  are  sold  to  the  number  of  300  or  more  by  the  news- 
boys. 

WILLIAM    W.    AkMSTRO^f^. 

Hitherto,  in  glancing  over  the  history  of  the  press  in  Tiffin,  very  little 
has  been  said  about  two  distinguished  men  connected  with  it,  and  who 
did  more  than  any  of  their  predecessors  to  elevate  the  tone  of  the 
press  and  improve  the  style  mentally  and  mechanically,  thus  fitting  it 
to  the  demands  of  the  age  and  the  requirements  of  a  higher  nrdcr  of 
newspaper  literature. 

One  of  these  men  is  the  subjert  of  this  sketch,  and  if  time  and  mate 
rial  can  be  procured  before  this  chapter  goes  to  the  j)rinter,  there  wiU 
also  be  added  a  short  pen -picture  of  the  other. 

Mr.  Armstrong  was  born  in  New  Lisbon,  Ohio,  on  the  i«th  day  of" 
March,  1833.  He  is  the  youngest  son  of  (icneral  John  Armstrong,  a 
prominent  and  infiuential  citizen  ol  Columbiana  county.  In  1847,  on 
the  27th  day  of  May,  when  only  two  months  past  fourteen  years  of  age, 
William  became  an  apprentice  to  the  printing  business  in  the  office  of 
the  Seneca  Advertiser^  at  Tiffin,  then  published  by  John  G.  Breslin, 
Esq.,  a  position  he  was  compelled  to  take  owing  to  the  financial 
reverses  of  his  father.  William  was  then  a  small  boy,  and  the  writer, 
being  an  old  friend  of  Mr.  Breslin,  and  visiting  the  office  of  the  Adver- 
tiser very  often,  well  remembers  the  little  fellow  sitting  at  the  desk  try- 
ing penmanship,  and  looking  up  into  roy  face  with  his  large  blue,  sad 
eye,  that  seemed  to  speak  of  homesickciess  or  loss  of  friends.     Our  oM 
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citizens  too,  well  remember  the  boy  with  hi:^  red  curls,  his  friendly  face, 
his  polished  maDfiers,  as  he  delivered  his  newspapers  every  week  fo^  a 
couple  of  yearr>.  It  was  not  long  after  his  arrival  here  until  William 
had  a  host  of  friends  among  the  older  classes  of  our  citizens.  His 
sprightliness  and  ability  soon  endeared  him  to  his  employer,  Mr.  Bres* 
lin,  who  made  him  one  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Armstrong  worked  at  his  trade,  occasionally  contributing  to  the 
editorial  columns  of  the  Advertiser,  until  1852.  When  Mr.  Breslin  was 
treasurer  of  state,  he  tendered  him  the  office  of  register  of  the  bank  de- 
partment af  the  state  treasurer's  ofhce,  which  he  filled  with  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  banks  and  the  treasurer  for  about  two  years.  The  life  of  a 
clerk  was  distasteful  to  young  Armstrong,  and  he  returned  to  Tiffin  in 
1854,  purchased  the  Advertiser^  anci  entered  on  his  majority  and  edi- 
torial career  about  the  same  time. 

The  young  writer  being  an  ardent  Democrat,  the  Advertiser  was 
conducted  as  a  Democratic  organ  of  the  strictest  sect,  and  he  being  a 
good  business  manager  and  a  vigorous  writer,  soon  made  his  paper  a 
power  in  northwestern  Ohio.  In  1857  he  was  appointed  by  President 
Buchanan  postmaster  at  Tiffin,  an  office  which  he  held  until  1S61,  when 
he  was  retired  by  a  Republican  successor. 

On  the  loth  of  November,  1857,  Mr.  Armstrong  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  V\,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Josiah  Hedges^  Esq.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  three  children,  two  boys,  both  now  dead,  and  one 
daughter.  Miss  Isabella  H-,  surviving 

Mr.  Armstrong's  position  in  politics  in  Seneca  county,  and  his  genial 
nature,  made  him  a  strongman  in  his  parly  in  the  stute,  and  his  strength 
was  manifested  in  1862,  when,  although  still  but  twentynine  years  of 
age,  he  was  elected  secretary  of  state  of  Ohio.  His  determination  to 
make  that  office  one  of  importance  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  under  his 
administration  its  reports  became  the  most  interesting  of  any  of  the 
state  departments.  He  collected  election  statistics,  facts,  etc.,  which 
made  the  report  much  sought  after.  He  served  as  secretary  trom  1863 
to  1S65  during  the  period  of  our  great  civil  war,  and  although  an  ardent 
Democrat,  was  in  favor  of  the  maintenance  of  the  union.  His  name 
will  be  found  on  the  commissions  of  many  thousands  of  officers  of  the 
union  army  from  t)hio,  who  served  during  the  war  of  the  re- 
bellion. 

After  Mr.  Armstrong  had  served  one  term  df  two  years,  the  Repub- 
licans returned  to  power  in  Ohio  and  he  was  again  at  liberty  to  return 
to  bis  favorite  pursuit  of  journalism. 

He  accordingly,  in  April,  1865,  purchased  the  material  of  the  lately 
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susjiended  Cleveland  PiaindeaUr^  and  selling  the  liffin  Advertiser  t 
the  Messrs  Myers,  he  transferred  his  efforts  to  the  metropohs  of  north 
ern  Ohio,  the  city  of  Cleveland. 

Owing  to  the  death  i.f  J.  W,  Gray  and  subsequent  unskillful  manag' 
ment  the  Plaindraler  had  been  brought  into  a  very  unfortunate  con 
dition,  as  was  indicated  by  it^^  suspension. 

It  is  a  severe  task  to  revive  a  dead  newspaper,  yet  Mr,  Arnistron; 
not  only  did  that,  but  in  a  few  years  made  the  PlaituieaUr  one  of  ihi 
leading  newspapers  of  the  west.  A  clear,  vigorous,  ready  writer,  self 
educated  and  nervy,  he  naturally  took  a  bold,  aggressive  course,  an 
neither  friends  nor  enemies  had  the  slightest  difficulty  in  knowing  wha 
he  meant.  He  showed  himself  on  all  occasions  a  Democrat  of  tb 
school  of  Jackson  and  Benton»  unswerving  in  favor  of  state  rights,  horn 
rule  and  hard  money,  and  those  time-honored  principles  he  was  pre 
pared  to  maintain  against  all  opposition,  either  by  voice  or  pen,  for  j 
Mr.  Armstrong  had  made  any  efforts  he  would  have  taken  rank  as 
very  graceful  orator  and  stumper. 

In  1868  Mr,  Armstrong  was  elected  delegate  at  large  from  Ohio  l« 
the  Democratic   national  convention,    which  met   at  New   Vork,  am 
which  nominated  Horatio   Seymour  for  president      In   1872  he  cami 
within  a   few  votes  of  securing  the   nomination  for   congress    in  l 
Seneca^Erie  district.     In    1S73  he    removed  his  family  permanent! 
to  Cleveland,  and  settled  in  a  beautiful   little  home.     In  1876  he  wa 
chosen  by  the  Democrats  of  the  Cuyahoga  district,  the  second  in  poicii 
of  population  and  wealth  in  the  state,  to  represent  them  in  the  St.  Loui 
Democratic  national   convention,  and  again  in   1880  the  same  compli- 
ment was  paid  him  by  the  same  district,  and  he  was  chosen  a  delegat 
to  the  convention  which  nominated  Hancock  and  English  for  presiden 
and  vice-president      His  co-delegates  to  that  convention  selected  hii 
as  the  member  of  the  Democratic  national  executive  committee  froi 
Ohio.     One  young  printer  boy  from  old  Seneca  has  made  himself 
reputation  as  an  able  and  capable  politician..    In  every  capacity  iti  Hi 
in  which  he  has  been  tried,  he  has  been  found  equal  to  the  occasioi 
A  biography  in  the  history  of  Cuyahoga  county, says  of  Mr.  Armstrong 
"What  he  is  in  bis  office,  he  is  out  of  it,  a  man  of  decided  convictioi 
and  strong  will,  always  a  potent  force   in  the    councils  of  his  part; 
and  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives,"       He    never  has  allowci 
his  strong  party  feelings  to  control  him  in  his  personal  and  social 
lations,  and  he  numbers  warm  friends  in  all  parties.     His  career  is  on* 
that  has  been  watched  with  satisfaction  by  every  resident  of  Senccj 
county. 
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THt    "SBNECA    WHIG/* 

Tracing  the  history  of  the  press  in  Tiffin,  I  came  very  near  forgetting 
to  record  a  very  strange  feature  in*  the  history  of  the  old  Whig  party 
that  affected  the  old  Whigs  in  Seneca  county,  and  restilted  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  another  newspaper  called  the  Seneca    IVhig. 

The  great  i|uestion  of  slavery  divided  and  finally  broke  down  the  old 
Whig  party.  The  iJemocrats  were  called  pro-slavery  men  because 
they  could  see  no  constitutional  wav  to  get  rid  of  the  evil.  Many  lead- 
ing men  in  the  Whig  party  had  less  constitutional  scruples  about  the 
question,  and  organized  ihe  ^*  Free  Soil  party.'*  A  host  of  Democrats 
joined  them;  even  Martin  Van  Uuren,  on  whose  account,  and  in  whose 
defense  of  '"Florida  war/'  '*  gold  spoons,'*  "  sub- treasury,"  etc.*  etc., 
the  Democrats  had  suffered  countless  abuse,  left  them  and  became  the 
candidate  of  the  *'  Free  Soilers  "  for  the  presidency  in  1848,  with  Adams 
for  vice-president.  The  regular  Whigs  supported  Taylor  and  Filmore. 
There  was  considerable  of  a  stampede  from  the  Democratic  party  to 
the  '*  Free  Soilers  "  in  some  states  and  just  enough  to  defeat  Messrs. 
Cass  and  Butler,  the  candidates  of  the  l^emocrats.  If  the  course  pur- 
sued by  Mn  Van  Buren  was  the  satisfaction  of  a  revenge  against  Cass, 
it  free-soiled  Van-Buren's  fame  as  a  statesman  and  patriot. 

A  very  respectable  number  of  the  Whigs  of  Seneca  county  leaned 
over  to  free-soilism,  and  Mr.  Wharton  with  his  Siafidard  supported 
their  cause.  This  left  the  old  regulars  without  a  paper,  and  the  Clay 
Whigs  said  some  unpleasant  things  to  Mr,  Wharton.  Sotne  withdrew 
their  subscriptions  and  advertisements.  In  less  than  a  month  after 
Wharton  had  hoisted  the  Van  Buren  banner,  a  press  and  type,  cases 
and  printers,  were  brought  to  Tiffin  and  the  first  issue  of  the  Seneca 
Whig  saw  the  light  of  day  on  the  29th  day  of  September.  A.  D.  4848, 
calling  upon  the  old  *  faithful  arid  true  "  to  stand  firmly  by  Taylor  and 
Filmore,  And  they  did.  Captain  J.  W.  Filler  was  the  editor.  He 
was  a  very  nice  looking  young  man,  but  a  little  reckless  about  running 
into  debt.  The  paper  continued  about  two  years  and  then  became  the 
properly  of  somebody  who  took  it  to  Findlay. 

Four  years  thereafter  the  Whigs  made  their  last,  grand  rally  under 
General  Scott  and  were  defeated.  Free  soilism  had  assumed  propor- 
tions, 

THK  SENECA  COUNTY  PIONEER    ASSOCrATION. 

This  society  should  not  be  overlooked,  though  it  did  go  into  dilapi- 
datjon  by  neglect.  After  much  talk  and  publishing  notices  in  the  news- 
papers of  Tiffin,  an  organization  was  effected  on  the  22d  of  February, 
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t86g,  at  a  meeting  held  io  the  city  hall  of  Tiffin  in  conformity  with  th 
call  hereto  attached.     This  notice  was  published  only  eleven  short  years 
ago,  and  already  more  than  one-Half  of  the  ^signers  have  passed  over 
the  troubled  ocean  of  life;  but  their  names  should  be  preserved. 

A  PIONEER  A8SOCIATTO^V-OLD  FOLKS,  ATTENTfOX ! 

As  one  aft».*r  another  nf  tlie  ohl  8ettlei*s  of  Keneca  county  are  leavinjc  tis* 
and  tbeir  niimlitr  is  continually  grtmiug  lewst.  wt?  express  Imt  a  general  wish 
when  we  cull  on  yon,  the  survivors,  whom  a  kind  Providence.  lia»,  in  lii» 
mercy,  ftpurcil  up  to  thi.s  time*  to  meet  with  iii:t  at  the  next  anniversary  of 
Washinjrton's  birtlnlay.  Febniar>'  Ll2,  186^,  at  10  oVhx-k  a,  m.,  in  the  City 
XIiilL  in  Tiffin,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  ii  Pioneer  Association 

VV^vdesire  Ui  preserve  among  the  arehives  of  the  association,  the  names  of 
the  old  settlers,  Ijoth  male  and  female,  ami  incidents  of  frontier  Hfe  in  this 
county.  Let  us  meet  and  organize  in  the  morning,  adjourn  for  dinner,  and 
spend  the  afteniooii  in  sttcial  chat,  listening  to  speeches,  frontier  anecdotes 
tjtc.  We  would  also  invite  as  many  of  other  friends  iis  can  make  it  con- 
venient to  Jie  with  us:  believing  that  to  see  the  old  '*  bnsli whackers '' t4] 
gether  would  albml  them  plcimnre. 
Abel  Haw  son, 
Mrs,  Ann  E.  Seney. 
G.J.  Keen, 
J,  A.  Iribson. 
Benjamin  Pittenger. 
Luther  A.  Hall. 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Pittengei- 
J.  IL  Pittengej, 
CO.  Park. 
W.  n.  iTibscm, 
Dennis  F.  Cranien 
Andrew  Bergderfer, 
Mr.  Caroline  E.  Jaeck. 
Amos  Nichols, 
Mrs.  Margaret  Kroh. 
II.  A,  Bnskirk. 
G.  L.  Keating. 
Richard  IJaker. 
John  Kaga,  sen.. 
Eilen  Leiise, 
W.  i*.  Hedges. 
A.  Phillips. 
IP  Kuhn. 
Mi-s.  M.  (^amplH'lL 
\V.  II.  Keilhult/. 
Phillip  King. 


Francis  Rife. 
Andrew  Albright, 
Phillip  Seewald, 
A.  Keubler, 
John  Ilitck%veiler. 
Jeremiah  Williams, 
Ib^iry  Eltltert, 
Samuel  (iross. 
Elder  Lewis  Seitz. 
Henry  St.  John, 
r^evi  Davis. 
8amuel  Herriu, 
l\  P.  (Vmnrod. 
William  Toll. 
Ezni  Derr. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Hush. 
Uriah  Egbert, 
S.  S.  Hunter, 
John  Keller, 
M.  Kirchner, 
R.  W,  Shawhan, 
Mrs.  it.  D.  Shawhiui. 
John  W-  Easlnum. 
Samuel  Ink, 
Mrs.  Xarnvv  Kline, 
John  (.JnislM'rt, 
Abraluun  Hine. 


Ja<'ob  Neikirk, 
James  Patterson, 
W,  V,  Myers, 
Tliomas  Baltzell, 
\Vm.  r^aml»ert.s<.)n, 
James  I'euce, 
Henry  Vanflenburgh, 
Samuel  Kridler, 
Mi's.  Eleanor  BriBh, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Lloyd, 
Daniel  Dihline.  sen.. 
Thomas  TlHunpsou, 
Mrs.  S.  Pennington, 
Joseph  Bever. 
Jacob  Price, 
Wiklman  Loomia, 
James  (ioetchis, 
Ricluud  Jaijua, 
Spencer  St.  John. 
William  I.^ang^ 
IVter  Lant/, 
Phillip  Went/, 
Samuel  Shade, 
Dr.  A.  Benhaui, 
Ernst u 8  fhtnea. 


S.  B.  Sui^ath, 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the   Rev.  John  Souder,  wh< 
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called  on  the  Rev.  D.  C.  Howard  to  open  the  meeting  with 
prayer.  Rev.  John  Souder  was  chosen  chairman^  and  W,  Lang,  sec- 
retary; a  constitution  was  adopted  and  permanent  officers  elected  as 
follows  i 

For  president.  Dr.  Henry  Knhn;  for  vice-president,  Philip  Seewald; 
for  secretary,  WiUiara  Lang;  for  treasurer,  Lyman  White. 

Regular  meetings  were  held  for  several  years,  which  were  highly 
interesting;  for  many  of  the  old  settlers  related  incidents  of  pioneer 
life  in  Seneca  that  were  both  pleasing  and  instructive.  No  meetings 
were  held  since  the  death  of  Dr,  Kuhn, 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  members,  showing  the  time  and  place 
of  birth,  and  lime  of  location  of  each  in  this  county: 


Mi's.  Aun  K.  iNiriiey 
Mra  Nuncy  EJUs 
Mr§.  Mnrgiiret  rampMl 
Mr»,  .Sall>  1>iiry 

Mre,  Bnrnh  Kujmi 
Mrs,  Ellmheih  Krirtler 

winirtm  ivai 

BenjimUii  Pit  tender 
John  Souder 
L.  A,  RftU 
Morrl*P.  SUriuer 
Jmues  M.  ;iu>ven8 
Dniilel  dHtniiiiigbttin 
8am uel  Kriitkr 
Jacob  Rouef 
L«nc«  L.  Todd 
Oirial*  C.  Park 
Mrs.  Jane  Dewiili 
llrs.  S.  B.  Baker 
David  R  Kitm 
Mrs,  Anil  EHx.  riarlt 
Mrt.  Polly  Stewart 
George  L»  Keating 
James  Itoyd 
licwis  Baltxell 
AIh*I  Raw  son 
Wtmam  Lang 
liOrenxo  Abtjott 
JamcK  rK>rnan 
Will  lam  Rayniolid 
K,  W.  .Shawhiui 
Elijah  Mii?rrove 
Jauit^s  McEwen 
Henry  Ebert 
K.  O.  Bowc 
Mrs.  Mi*rla  Hn wki>u 
tnmnn  Roby 
l-evi  Keller 
27 


Wh^n  atui  where  born. 

>»epu? m  bner  1  ,t,  1  mm ,  Pm i\ «  s y  1  vu  n  U  1  <  I oad  \ 
OciqUt  M,]mx\  ralrflcM  oouniy,  Ohio 
July  12,  »7!W,  Frederick  i o  .  Md,  <dcad) 
FobruftO'  ^.  I**'!.  Champftign  county.  O 
March  MH13, 

Kebniary  i!7. 17W1»  Herkluy  co.^Va,  (dead) 
January  IN,  17\>?i,  Allegheny  county,  Pa. 
Ot'lober  11,  IHOi,  Au)^u^(aco««  Va.  Hl<*««i) 
Janimry  2»,  17118,  Krederk^lt  tonniy,  Md. 
Novi  mhvr  2i\,  IT^ift,  LaiuiaHiercoymy.Pa 
Auffuii  ao,  INM 

Julyl,  IKM,  Franklin  •'Ouniy,  Pa. 
iK'f^t.'inbcr  31,  \^\Ck  Krie  cimiity,  N\  ^  . 
Mart' 1 1  5»  IWH,  RaUlmore.  Md* 
MfiTvh  2h,  I«O0,  Hedfonl  ctiuuty,  Pa, 
May  2,  im/J,  Frederhlr  ronoty,  Md, 
JiiniiaryT,  IBW,    '* 

OtU)b<fr  i.  IM29,  North  11  nibfrland «».,  P»- 
April  5.  1H15, 

July  Ut  }tm,  Cv Q tor  county «  Piu 
,»rtimary2,  18(K»,  Butler  county.  Pa. 
JiuMiary  11, 17^»7,  Northumt*erlaiidcM>..Pa. 
April  li,  lim,  Cayuga  roiMily,  N.  Y, 
Ht'plemberS.  IS24,  Mo*ikjngutn  co.,  O. 
Januar}'  27.  IftOo,  Center  eo.,  Piu  (dead) 
Xoverabtr  2».  1«KI,  Frederick  co.,  Md. 
May  11,  17VJ8,  Warwick  county,  Maas. 
Iiecembcr,  14.  1815.  Palailimte.  Bavaria 
January  1»,  1802,  Worreattfr  co„  MaM*. 
July  i.  17y6,  WashiniKtun  rounty,  Pa- 
April  27, 1N>7,  Steuben  oouuly,  N.  Y. 
October  19,  J«ll,  Berkley  nouuly,  Va, 
March  U  1804,  Monongnliela  county.  Va, 
February  11,  I>*18,  Konhamptori  eo  ,  Pa, 
November  21),  ISO  I.  Fayutte  eounty  I^ 
April  i.mn,  Delaware,  Ohio 
Mfiy  Itt.  18 »H,  Atben!»,uhio 
D<? Climber.  lHi*i,  Farriubar  ctmnty,  Va, 
Septomber  26,  IHCui,  Fairfield  county.  O. 


Timetocaud  heft, 

.Sovember'Jrt,  1831 
Kdcij.  Otober  l.*«W 
Tiffin  September  80,  IKW 
Fort  Seneca.  Nov,  1»,  181t» 

Timn.  Sepu-mber,  lH2fi 
Timn.  February,  1831 
Tiffin,  tictober  3,  JK24 
Timn,  I^ecember  5,  laas 
Clinton,  Juno  17,  iKiei 
Tltlin,  Mhy  :»,  IH33 
liTUidon,  June,  TH>'^ 
Eden,  November  13,  1^27 
Timn,  July  tu,  1M&4 
Tirnu,  Novemli«r;i,  I8i3 
inmn,  September  ]9,}H» 
^fiplo,  AuKuat,  l«2K 
Timu,  1«I0 
Timn,  April.  IS2I 
Bloom.  October  Jl,  IKH 
Tlflln.  May.  1«30 
Timn,  October  12,  IKm 
F^len,  1S21 

Plea«*aut,  January  13,  182b 
Bloom,  April  11,  1822 
TUnn,  July,  1H29 
TltllM,  IVbruary  15.  BOli 
Tiffin,  Auffust  IS,  t»33 
I'le^isant.  March,  li«!2 
Tiffin,  yuy  21.  1K2S 
Reed,  hect-mber  182.1 
Tiffin,  J^'ptcmber  10,  1833 
sdpio,  Oeober.  1821 
Cliulrm,  Atiifustt  <i,  lK2il 
Tiffin,  November  16, 183D 
Tiffin,  June  7,  1818 
Fort  Ball,  May  I,  1824 
Sciic<ia,.  November,  19lfi2 
Tiffin.  8ept«ni1iGr  'JO,  IdX^ 


^^^^4t^ 

HtSSR^J^ENES^OTSry? 

^H 

^^^H 

H7»<*n  onti  where  ftcn  w. 

llnta  lueatvd  here,            ^^^M 

^^H         Jiunes  M.  Chajntteriiif  ii 

Au^uisi  !iil.  I>tO(i,  Columbiana  county,  P*, 

&»eiieeM.  l>ecctnber.  18  9          ^^^| 

^H          A.  K  McUletliina 

Jnne  7,  HI'?.  Ochut  c-ouuiy.  F'a. 

Hloiiin.  Novcmb4;r,  LaSO         ^^H 

^H          ThiHiiaA  H,  Klliii 

Angutii  H,  iTb5,  Burhnglon  c  unity,  N.  J. 

<1hiton,  June,  I^IH                  ^^^H 

^^H          Prt'd,  K  (filler 

OototH'r:**,  IW6,  Mitlleinxiaiiiy,  Pa, 

Timu,  April  2U,  ItMO                ^^H 

^H         Mra.  KHiUibc'Ui  Kiatiler 

Harch  ifi,  ]^J3.  Frank) In  ronuly,  Pa. 

^^^^H 

^^H         JoM^ph  ller/i» 

Jnly  A),  iHlu,  Columbia  uounty.  Pa. 

Clinton,  August,  m.'B              ^^H 

^^H        Samuil  llerrtn 

August  21,  iJ*12,    ♦'                '* 

^^^1 

^^M        John  Prv^ 

StopicmkMir  UiHW.  Berkley  connty,  Va. 

Venice,  tictober  i'\  182S          ^^M 

^^1         Mrs,  £U£abitth  Ktwrv 

January  22,  JWJi,  liucks  connty.  Pa. 

Tiffin,  November  15. 18J1           ^^M 

^^1         Mrs,  Marl  A  Hiiuwhiu] 

I«ovcniber  lo,  ISHI,  Frtwlerick  cOr,  Md. 

Hopewell,  J  une  VB,  ISAA                   ■ 

^^H         Lyin«.n  White 

Novetnbeir  i,  mi,  Ooeida  con  my,  N.  V% 

Reed,  r^pring  of  ]^^                ^^H 

^^H         Dr.  Benry  Kubit 

t)ct.  3a»  IWJ^,  Frederick  oo.»  Md.  tdead) 

Tfinn,  August.  1828                 ^^H 

^^H          Upton  Jl,  Flenner 

March  12,  1811, 

Tiffln,  May,  18t^                       ^^M 

^^H         Joseph  Kicbarda 

April  7,  iTJii,  Fayette  eoimly  P*. 

Clin  ton ,  I  >ceember  10,  IfkS^     ^^H 

^^H         llenn'  UavidNon 

October  IH,  \s\h^  nvkaway  county,  O, 

Seneca,  March,  1^12                 ^^H 

^H         Jiicob  IL  7Mhm 

NjTifinber  U,  1M08,  Palatinate,  liavaria 

Thompsou,Jdept  21,  ISii                V 

^^M         Hugh  Welflb 

••ehruary  \\  1801,  Heaver  county.  Pa, 

Eden,  spring  of  18l»                 ^^1 

^^H         Miron  i^itoii 

June  1, 18ft'\  Tollard  county,  t"jnn- 

11  u ron  CO. ,  .Se  pL  8i»,  1 S24          ^^H 

^^H         Sylvester  B.  CUrk 

February  A  l**^.  Muriniu  county,  Va, 

TilKn,  August  I.  Iftil               ^^H 

^^H          Mrs.  Crttburin-'  l'\  skiudc-r  May  24  ISA  JulT^'raoa  t'auuty,  Va, 

FIopeweM,  fiill  of  1^10              ^^H 

^^H          Pfttth.  N.  v'ipiiMmu.Ji 

Ma^ch  2:»,  iHlS,  Wui^bington  county,  Md. 

PlciutAUt.  April  20,  lS»i           ^^M 

^^H          Johu  VVilliarni* 

April  21,  IHIS.  Kttirfk'Ul  eon»ty,  O, 

CI  in  LOU.  i82l                             ^^H 

^^H          Ktif »« f  rA til  e 

February  21.  IHOI,  Fred  .rick county,  Md.  Clinton,  imi                          ^^B 

^^H          L>e w it  1 '.  i'l  I icD ict^r 

January  21,  is;w,  TilUn 

^^H 

^^H          Alttui       rilUMi^er 

*Jclob*r  31,  IHM,  Steuben  wunty,  N.  Y, 

Eden,  ^ ^^H 

^^H          Mr^.  Mar  KU ret  Waiston 

June  2  s  lS2'i  Center  county.  Pa. 

Bloom.  ItPO                            ^^H 

^^M         Hr^.  Kliz^ibvth  ixjrscy 

Nov<«iul»er  l(i,  171H),  Fayette  county,  Pa, 

Tirnn^  183(1                               ^^1 

^^H           Mj^,  Huiitmb  IJerm 

Meeeiaber  U,  1K13,  MriryUnd 

Cliu'on,  i8:iH                           ^^H 

^^H         Mr!<.  Msiry  1'.  LmR 

July  10,  lhi8,  ColunjblaLounty,  Pa, 

Clinton,  hpt-ing  of  i829           ^^H 

^^H         honiB  ^i*<?w«ld 

September  15,  IKJi.  Palatinate,  UavarU 

Ti Mill,  August  18   18^1.1              ^^H 

^^H         J  am  ea  A .  Soh  n 

No\enib«r  »0,  i«t2.  Atlania  euiinty.  Pa. 

Timn.  April  21.  IB  11                 ^^1 

^^H         EulM^rt  NieholK 

l>ecemtHjr  2, 1KJ7,  Berkley  county,  Vii» 

Kden,  Noveinl^er,  18  It               ^^H 

^^H         \rihtir  MorriKuti 

August  M,  1817,  JeiTen^on  county,  n. 

Clfnton,  Maa^h  '21,  IQj^          ^^H 

^H         Mrs^Jaijeinidfue 

November  211,  l«tKi,  Cohimbla  co.,  Pa. 

i  inlon.  May  10. 18J9              ^^^| 

^^^H         Jaineit  i«rIMIii 

April  1(5. 179H,  Berkley  comity,  Va. 

n^tiu,         of  18U                       ^^1 

^^m        8,  A. 

l>ecemt>er  4,  IH.'JO,  Perry  county,  O. 

Seneca,  September,  \ii^         ^^^M 

^^H         ^icxckbih  »^earlv8 

r>eceni»ier  4,  IHIU,  Falrileld  county,  U. 

^^^1 

^^1         Mrs.  EJy^  A.  Scmflta 

July  H.  I8l7,  Northanipiou  county,  i*a. 

ciinujit.  :8i5                          ^^B 

^H         H.M,  l.  Martin 

September  18.  18  2.  Perry  county,  O. 

Eden,  May,  1830                              ■ 

^^1         Mri$.  Barlmnv  \f«rtln 

February  P*.  )8:n,  Seneea  comity.  0. 

Eden  township                                 H 

^^^B         Jacob  PriL'u 

December  Ifl,  KOu,  Rt^cklnghanj  c^o,  Va. 

Kdeu,  182i                                          ■ 

^^^1          Mr».  Nniicy  i'rlce 

Scpiemlter  H,  laM.  Nort^.ampUin  ro.  Pa, 

Ven  I ce.  Septum bor,  ISJCI         ^^fl 

^^H         Uvury  H.  Schock 

November  2,  IS-u,  York  co.,  Pa,\dead^ 

Eden,  IftM                               ^^H 

^^1          Mm.  M)irKHr«t8cUoc!k 

iXfcember  li),  t«N.  Frcderitik  co  ,  Md. 

^^^^H 

^^H         Mi^.  l^llKAbMb  Jaqua 

txaoljcr;',  »;•«.  Setoeiicciady  co.,  N.  Y. 

^^1 

^^H        iobti  Wax 

s^eplemlHft  1 ;,  IHIH,  R^rry  eouiily^  i\ 

Hden,  idSS                                ^^1 

^H         Bini.  Sarah  Wax 

Miireh  17,  IHll.  FrHnkllu  county,  0. 

^^H 

^^H        Jacob  Horsier 

January  .8  18A),  A  dam  a  eoanty.  Pa. 

mn                       ^^^1 

^^H         Un.  Anil  Horsier 

June    »,  IHK,  rflarkeoualy.O, 

^^^H 

^^1        Mrv.  K  d.  Wiitm^n 

Murch  M,  1815,  Washington  county,  U, 

Kden,                                   ^^H 

^^B         Mr*.  Kvii  Kirshiier 

.Sep  tern  lief,  18  J2r  Franklin  eunnty,  Pa. 

K4en.                                      ^^H 

^^H         Ifcury  (icigcr 

March  )H,  IHU,  Budcn.  ticrmany 

Eden,  t8.i)                               ^^^| 

^^^B          Thoiima  West 

September  1  p,  1801.  Brown  county,  N,  Y. 

BlcM>m,  1822                              ^^H 

^H        Nancy  Wext 

May  IfttU,  *8»G,  t renter  county.  Pa. 

^^^1 

^^H         Gvo,  MeLaughUa 

October  15,  i7W8.  lutilatac^ntily.  Pa* 

8enecMi  co..  ^pU  ^i.  IS23,      ^^H 

^H         Joseph  Mhler 

March  2ti.  1817,  Cdiuberand  co..  Pa, 

Benoca  co.,  Stspi,  18.  tSH.       ^^H 

^^1         Arohibild  Siewarr 

JiineJl,  1797,  Lyc<>intngconfity«  I'a, 

Hclpio.  t8:it                               ^^H 

^H         WUiiAtn  Davis 

January  18,  iSiO,  Porpy  eonmy,  o. 

ScDooa  oo„  Nov«  12,  ilUi        ^^H 
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It  was  Thursday  evening,  November  24,  1853,  and  eighteen  young 
German  citizens  of  Tiffin  met  at  the  hall  of  Mr,  Adams,  on  East  Market 
street,  in  Tiffin,  and  organized  a  singing  society  under  the  direction  of 
Christian  Kunold,  an  old  German  music  teacher: 

First  tenoi^— riirislimi  MndltT.  Michiit^l  Miller,  Christian  Slegchriat, 
Ijonis  Zimmer.  John  Lanx» 

Fii-st  bass— LouiH  Miller,  Christian  Schneitler,  John  Keirt'hner,  John 
Merkt^UjUfh, 

Seeond  teugr— Willielm  Bt?rgfr.  F,  W,  Bei'gt'r,  Will  Seewald,  Simoii 
Strieker,  Carl  Stiultniiller. 

8et*oiid  biiHH— FIk  P]iuifli,  Framds  Rie**,  Adam  Hiith,  Joseph  Yaeger.    . 

After  practicing  three  months,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a 
constitution  which  was  adopted  February  24,  1854,  and  the  society 
called  '*  Dcr  Bruderbund/' 

V 

Christian  Mueller  was  elected  president.  Ph.  Fmich  secretary  and 
William  Berger  treasurer. 

The  following  persons  then  also  became  members,  viz:  Andrew 
Waesner,  William  Speier,  Carl  Mueller,  John  Haase,  Carl  Schindler, 
W-  Wolf.  John  Srhmilt,  Michael  Welter,  William  Herold,  Francis 
Adams,  John  Ries,  John  Bhimt  Bernhart  Striker. 

The  number  of  members  soon  rose  to  eighty,  but  before  long  it  be- 
came reduced  to  about  ten  active  members.  A  dissolution  seemed 
inevitable,  but  the  perseverance  and  tenacity  peculiar  to  German  life 
preserved  the  organization,  and  the  Bruderbund  for  a  long  time  there- 
after was  the  only  German  association  in  Tiffin. 

**  Die  Deutsche  Tbeaiergesellskaft  "  preceded  it  several  years.  This 
was  perha[>s  the  first  German  society  organiz.ed  in  Tiffin.  It  had  con- 
siderable talent  and  produced  several  pieces  upon  the  stage  in  the  old 
Methodist  church  on  Market  street,  that  were  very  ably  put  over  the 
boards 

Let  us  remember  **  Feld  HummeFs  Hoch^eitstag/'  But  first  of  alU 
the  "  Deutsche  Leseverein,*'  that  used  to  meet  at  Adam  Schickel's,  on 
East  Market  street,  was  the  pioneer  German  association  in  Tiffin,  and 
continued  for  several  years  until  religious  discussions  broke  it  u;). 

The  Sunday  evening  exercises  of  the  Bruderbund  were  open  to  all, 
and  no  distinction  was  made  by  the  association  as  to  a  man's  jjolitics 
or  his  religion. 

In  1856  the  Bruderbund  joined  the  *'  North  American  Saengerbund" 
and  met  with  its  festivals  in  Cincinnati  in  1856,  in  Detroit  in  1857  in 
Pittsburgh  in  1858,  in  Cleveland  in  1859  and  in  Buffalo  in  i860.  From 
this  time,  and  during  the  war»  the  ''saengerfests'*  were  suspended. 


4l8  4*.^  ■    <-.  .'■<^      ."-     >V\=". 
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I  ladies  to  consider  the  propriety  of  forming  a  musica)  association,  The 
meeting  was  called  to  order.  Mr.  C,  H,  Milier  presided;  Miss  Jennie 
Ford  was  appointed  secretary.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare 
a  suitable  constit\ition  and  report  at  the  next  meeting.  Professor  J. 
M,  Bach,  of  Sandusky,  Miss  Mary  Ebert  (now  deceased),  Dr.  Willard, 
Mrs.  Barnes  and  Miss  Jennie  Ford  were  appointed  such  committee. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  of  May  25,  1876,  the  committee  reported 
and  a  constitution  was  adopted.  Louis  Ulrich  was  elected  president; 
Mr.  Lohr.  vice-president;  C\  H.  Miller,  secretary;  Harry  Btiskirk, 
treasurer;  Miss  Cora  Pugb,  librarian;  Professor  J,  M,  Bach,  musical 
director.  Among  the  active  members  were  L  Ulrich,  Francis  Wagner, 
Molly,  Pauline  and  Isabella  Wagner,  Peter  Pfeiffcr,  Harry  Gross, 
Robert  Fisher,  Homer  Bricker,  Mary  Ebert,  Dr.  Willard  and  Michael 
Scannel 

The  first  public  presentation  of  the  society  was  a  concert  at  the 
National  Hall,  which  was  followed  by  many  others  since.  The  first 
opera  the  society  presented  was  *'  The  Haymakers/'  by  Root;  the  next 
was  *^The  Bohemian  Girl,"  by  Balfe;  then  **  Martha,"  by  Flotow;  then 
*'  Lily  of  Killarney/*  by  Benedicks. 

The  society  have  now  under  rehearsal  the  **  Chimes  of  Normandy/' 
by  Plauquette,  which  they  intend  to  produce  in  the  coming  fall. 

The  Philharmonic  has  become  one  of  the  institutions  of  Tifhn,  and 
their  productions  give  strong  evidence  of  their  high  appreciation  of 
music  as  an  art  and  of  the  rapid  improvements  and  achievements  they 
have  made  under  so  distinguished  a  directorship.  Every  produc- 
tion is  a  vast  improvement  upon  the  preceding  one,  in  both  behavior 
and  refinement  in  execution.  Tifiin  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of 
the  Philharmonic.     The  society  would  be  a  credit  to  any  city. 

The  crowded  houses  that  attend  all  their  productions  should  also  be 
sufficient  proof  to  the  society  that  they  are  highly  appreciated  by  our 
citizens  here.     Professor  Bach  is  a  leader  of  no  ordinary  grade! 

The  present  officers  arc:    ' 

President— L.  Tlrich. 
Vice- President— Otto  Reutlinger. 
Secn-tary— Miisa  Mabel  Allen. 
Librarian     Peter  Pfei ffer. 
Treasurer— Francis  AVaf^uer, 
Director  -Professor  J.  M.  Bach. 

THE  SENECA    COUNTY  INFIRMARY. 

* 

This  institution  is  located  in  section  five,  in  Eden  township,  upon  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  on  the  Melmore  road, 
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about  two  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Tiffin.  The  land  was  bought  in 
i855»  and  in  1856  the  first  buildings  were  erected.  N.  N.  Speilman 
had  the  contract  for  the  brick  work,  and  Myers  and  Toner  the  carpen- 
ter and  joiner  work.  The  work  was  let  in  ronformily  with  a  notice  the 
county  commissioners  caused  to  be  published  in  the  Tiffin  Tribune  and 
Srnera  Aiivirtistr,  on  the  30th  of  January,  1856.  David  Burns,  Isaac 
Stillwell  and  James  Boyd  were  the  commissioners.  The  work  was 
accepted  September  19,  1856,  and  orders  were  drawn  for  the  payment 
of  the  same.  The  first  directors  of  the  Infirmary  were  Andre*v  Lugen- 
beel,  John  Kerr  and  Daniel  Brown,  who  appointed  Harrison  McClel- 
land the  first  superintendent  of  the  Infirmary  and  farm  Many  changes 
have  been  made  on  the  farm  since,  and  the  farm,  as  well  as  the  btnld 
ings,  is  in  good  order  under  the  present  superintendent,  Mr,  Daniel 
G.  Heck,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  same  six  years.  The  institution 
has  some  fifty  inmates  at  this  time. 

The  present  board  of  directors  consists  of  George  Haebler,  Lewis 
Spitter  and  Joseph  K.  Magers* 

rhe  property  is  worth,  at  least,  {875,000. 

MRS.  HARRIET   CRAWFORD. 

rhe  subject  of  this  sketch  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
women  that  ever  lived  in  Tiffin,  or  elsewhere. 

She  was  bom  in  Attercliff,  England,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age 
was  married.  Her  health  failing,  her  physician  recommended  a  sea 
voyage  as  the  only  remedy  to  restore  her  health.  Her  husband,  who 
was  a  civil  engineer,  succeeded  in  finding  employment  in  the  Kast 
India  Company.  The  young  couple  sailed  for  Calcutta,  where,  after 
a  voyage  of  six  months  and  seventeen  days,  they  arrive<i,  having  land- 
ed but  once  during  that  lime.  Shortly  after  their  arrival,  the  young 
husband  died  of  cholera,  thai  dreaded  monster  of  the  East  in  those 
days,  and  the  young  widow  was  left  alone  in  a  strange  land  among 
strangers, 

She  became  ac<juainted,  some  time  after,  with  Dr.  William  L.  Craw 
ford,  a  young  physician  in  Calcutta,  belonging  to  the  British  army, 
and  became  his  wife.  They  lived  at  various  places  in  the  East  Indies 
some  fourteen  years,  when  they  moved  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
where  they  resided  some  two  years.  From  there  they  moved  to  the 
island  of  St  Helena,  while  the  great  Napoleon  was  a  prisoner  there, 
and  then  moved  back  to  England.  From  there  thuv  emigrated  to 
Canada,  where  Dr.  Crawford  died  in  1845, 
Mrs.  Crawford  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  eight  boys  and 
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three  girls,  who  were  born  on  four  continents  of  the  globe — some  in 
Asia,  some  in  Africa,  some  in  Europe  and  some  in  America. 

In  1853  she  came  to  Tiffin  from  Canada  with  the  family  of  her  son, 
the  present  Dr.  Crawford,  of  Tiffin,  with  whom  she  lived  the  rest  of 
her  days,  spending  the  evening  of  her  long  and  eventful  life  in  ease 
and  comfort,  and  enjoying  the  respect  and  veneration  of  all  who  knew 
her. 

Her  death  occurred  on  the  12th  day  of  September,  1876,  from  con- 
gestion of  the  lungs. 

She  reached  the  high  age  of  eighty-nine  years  and  thirty  days.  She 
was  the  mother  of  Asiatics,  Africans,  Europeans  and  Americans. 


CHAPTER   XXV. 

THE  TOLEDO  WAR. 


AFTER  the  terrible  scourge  of  Asiatic  cholem  in  1S54,  the  next 
subject  that  aroused  public  attention  in  Seneca  county,  was  the 
question  of  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio,  which  became  very  serious 
in  all  its  jispects*  and  threatened  to  lead  to  bloodshed  between  the  bor- 
derers  of  Ohio  and  the  territory  of  Michigan.  The  stibject  is  nearly 
lost  sight  of,  and  would  not  be  mentioned  here  because  the  question  in 
itself  had  no  effect  upon  Seneca  county  directly,  but  when  soldiers  were 
called  out  to  protect  the  citizens  of  <  Jhio  along  the  disputed  border,  il 
was  found  that  the  disputed  line  was  in  the  17th  division,  in  which 
Major-Gencral  John  Bell,  of  Lower  Sandusky,  was  the  commanding 
general,  and  Seneca  county  was  in  one  of  the  brigades  in  that  division* 
and  under  obligations  to  furnish  her  qtiota  of  the  troops  called  out  by 
Governor  Lucas,  It  therefore  became  a  matter  of  interest  to  Seneca 
county  after  all,  and  especially  when  about  300  men,  *'  armed  and 
equipped  as  the  law  directs,*'  left  Tiffin  with  their  baggage  and  tents  in 
wagons,  and  provisions  tor  an  indelinite  time.  Colonel  Henry  C.  Brish 
led  these  citizen  soldiers  as  their  commander,  to  report  to  General  BcIL 
John  W,  Patterson  was  captain  of  one  company,  and  John  Walker  was 
ijuartermaster.  I  remember  also  that  John  Adelsberger  refused  to  come 
to  time,  and  he  was  arrested  and  put  under  guard,  but  they  took  him 
along.  Some  of  the  officers  were  only  but  partly  uniformed;  the  rest 
marched  into  line  in  citizens  clothes. 

Henry  Gross  was  **  fife  major/*  and  here  is  a  copy  of  his  commision: 

By  the  conlideure  I  re|M>E+e  in  you^  Henry  (Jross,  1  appoint  you  lifeinHJcirnf 
the  M  regimeui,  l»t  Imlaltiiin,  lith  division  of  tht*  Ohio  militia. 

Tiffin.  2i:d  April,  A.  D.,  IHUr,. 

iVrHonally  appeiirtHl  before  nie  tlie  alH>ve  named   11,  liross,  taken  Uie 
neceMsary  oath  of  the  aUi>ve  ollict*.  JAMKS  BOYL>. 

rolonel  M  regiment.  IsL  butalliou,  17tb  divinion. 

Tiffin,  lili^l  April.  IK^r,. 

Henry  was  a  good  fifer,  and  so  was  Jacob  M.  Ebert  (Bro,  Ebert)  a 
very  good  drnmmcr  on  the  Case  drum,  and  he  was  likewise  appointed 


1 


THE   TOLEDO   WAR,  425 

drum  major.  The  army  left  our  border,  and  nothing  of  any  serious 
nature  occurred  except  one  night  the  Ohio  army  was  aroused  from  their 
sleep  in  the  woods  and  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  ready  to  receive  the 
foe  **  with  bloody  hands  to  hospitable  graves/'  (Corwin).  Everything  was 
to  be  conducted  quietly;  no  fire  to  be  made  and  no  loud  word  of  com- 
mand to  be  given  The  music  was  ordered  in  front  to  be  ready  to 
march  at  the  signal.  Now  the  drum  major's  memory  as  lo  the  rules  of 
war  became  very  vitally  refreshed,  and  he  insisted  that  in  time  of  action 
the  position  of  the  music  was  in  the  rear.  General  Brish  knew  better, 
and  while  the  drum  major  had  some  wa^  from  the  rank  and  file  on  his 
side,  the  Oencral  and  the  staff  officers  wanted  the  music  in  front.  So 
they  had  it  until  the  rising  sun  lit  up  the  woods  and  proved  that  there 
was  no  enemy  in  sight.     It  was  a  false  alarm. 

'  Another  ludicrous  incident  is  told  of  a  remarkable  chap  m  Perrysburg 
who  drummed  up  recruits^  marching  up  and  down  street  while  the  court 
was  in  session.  He  was  a  remarkably  tall  man,  and  wore  a  two-story 
white  felt  hat,  with  a  narrow  brim;  but  by  long  use  and  exposure  it  had 
become  softened  and  the  crown  bulged  up  so  that  it  was  really  two- 
story  and  ap  attic.  An  ordinary  tenor  drum  by  his  side  looked  like  a 
boy*s  drum*  He  had  a  strip  of  paper  with  the  words,  **  Recruiting  for 
the  war,"  tied  around  his  tall  hat.  They  called  him  ''Big  Udle." 
Another  man  carried  a  flag  before  him»  and  thus  they  marched  up  and 
down  this  street^  passing  the  court  house  every  few  minutes.  Judge 
Higgins  was  naturally  a  little  sensative,  and  bore  up  with  this  annoy- 
ance as  long  as  he  could.  Now  it  got  to  the  boiling  point,  and  the 
Judge  could  stand  it  no  longer.  -  He  ordered  the  sheriff  to  go  out  and 
stop  that  drumming.  Odle  told  the  sheriff  that  he  was  under  orders 
from  Captain  Scott  to  drum  for  recruits  for  the  war;  that  in  war  the 
military  was  above  the  civil  authority,  and  that  he  would  drum  until 
ordered  to  stop  by  Captain  Scott,  The  sheriff  returned  to  court  and 
reported  accordingly.  The  Judge's  eyes  jiashed  lightning.  The  sheriff 
was  ordered  to  arrest  Odle  and  bring  him  into  court  forthwith,  and  also 
summon  Captain  Scott,  The  order  was  executed  in  a  few  minutes,  and 
**  Big  C)gle"  marched  up  to  the  bench  with  his  drum  and  trimmings. 
He  had  on  an  old  rifleman's  uniform,  of  green  color,  and  trimmed  with 
black  lace.  His  pants  were  of  domestic  cloth,  colored  with  oak  bark, 
and  also  trimmed  with  black  lace  down  the  legs.  Captain  Scott  ex- 
plained  the  drumming,  and  informed  the  Judge  that  Odle  was  under 
orders  from  him,  as  instructed  by  Colonel  Van  Fleet,  He  said  (»ov- 
ernor  Lucas  was  at  Spaflford's  Exchange,  and  had  sanctioned  this 
drumming  before  the  court  commenced,  and  that  the  drumming  would 
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be  continued   until    ordered   stopped    by    Colonel    Van    Pleel  or   hi 
Excellency, 

This  \*as  too   mnrh  for   the  judge,  and  he  roareci  mu  in  sttntonai 
tones:    "  Mr.  Sheriff,  take  Captain   Scott   and  hi^  mtjsic  organ  to  ja 
and  lock  them  up.     Mr  Prosecuting  Auorney.  draw  up  an  informal^ 
against  these  men  for  contempt  of  court*  and  have  the  case  ready  fa 
hearing  to*morrow  morning.*' 

Jonas  Fcatt^  the  sheriff*  started  with  the  men  to  exoimte  the  ord 
Scott  and  Odle  followed  willingly  until  they  came  to  the  corner  of  th 
building  where  a  path  led  to  the  log  jail,  on  the  rear  of  the  lot,  Hei 
Scott  and  Odle  squared  themselves  before  the  sheriff  and  refused  to  gi 
further,  Scott  told  the  sheriff  that  in  the  emergency  of  war  the  militari 
was  above  the  civil  power,  and  that  if  Judge  Higgins  would  undertake 
to  press  this  thing  any  further,  he  woidd  declare  martial  law,  and  di 
with  Judge  Higgins  as  ( General  Jackson  cliil  with  judge  Hall  at  Nei 
Orleans,  and  have  them  both  arrested. 

'*  That  is  right:  that  is  right,  Captain/'  said  Udle^  at  the  same  tim 
doubling  up  his  two  hands  to  about  the  si^e  of  elephant's  feet  **  Thal*i 
the  way  to  talk  Bully  for  you,  Cap-;  stand  off,  Sheriff,"  The  crow« 
of  bystanders  were  on  the  side  of  war,  and  the  sheriff  was  strongly  \m 
pressed  with  the  idea  that  judge  Higgins*  orders  could  not  be  execute 
just  then.  He  retreated  up  stairs  to  the  court  room  and  reporte 
accordingly. 

The  Judge  never  said  a  word  in  reply,  and  continued  in  the  trial  c 
the  case  on  hand  as  if  nothing  had  happened.  Odle  slung  the  drup 
strap  over  his  neck  and  continued  his  march  as  before,  hitting  hi 
drum  with  great  force  on  both  ends  After  some  little  time  the  Judg^ 
directed  the  sheriff  to  find  Captain  Scott  and  ask  him  to  be  so  good  a 
to  take  his  music  to  some  back  street,  where  it  would  not  disturb  th< 
court  so  much. 

The  trouble  of  this  northern  boundary  of  Ohio  originated  with  th< 
admission  of  Ohio  into  the  Union,  and  w^as  caused  by  an  error  in  thi 
tnap  that  placed  the  southern  bend  of  Lake  Michigan  too  far  south-  I 
vexed  the  convention  that  formed  the  constitution,  and  Congress  ii 
admitting  Ohio  into  the  Inion.  As  early  as  the  adoption  ofthe  orditi 
ance  of  July  i3ih,  1787,  providing  for  a  governmentof  the  northwesten 
territory,  a  provision  is  made  for  the  northern  boundary  of  states  tha 
should  thercatter  be  formed,  lying  south  of  a  line  drawn  due  east  ani 
west  from  and  through  the  southern  bend  of  Lake  Michigan,  which  eaa 
and  west  line  should  also  be  the  southern  boundary  of  two  states  lyinj 
north   of  that  line,  so  that  this  east  and   west  line  finally  formed  lb 


THE   TOLEDO   WAR. 


427 


north  line  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois,  and  the  south  line  of  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1802,  when  Congress  passed  an  act  authorizing 
the  people  of  the  territory  of  Ohio  to  form  a  state  constitution,  they 
described  the  northern  boundary  as  follows: 

On  tlie  ninth  by  an  east  and  west  line  drawn  tlu'onpfh  the Houtbern  extreme 
f)f  Liike  Mirliii,'jin,  running  eiist  ufter  iiittusectiuf?  the  due  noilh  lin«^  fmni 
the  inoutli  of  the  Great  Miami,  until  it  sliall  intt^rat^cl  Lakt*  Erie,  ur  the  ter- 
ritorial lint^and  thtnn-e  through  Lake  Erie  to  the  FHiusylvuiiia  line;  Pro- 
vidi^tl  that  Congress  shall  ho  at  liberty,  at  any  time  liereafter,  either  t4i  attach 
all  the  terrilory  lying  east  of  the  line  to  ha  drawn  due  ui»itli  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Miami  aforesiiid,  to  tht'  territorial  Hne,  niu\  north  of  an  east  and  west 
line  drawn  through  the  southerly  extreme  of  Lake  Atii  higan,  running  east, 
as  aforesaid,  to  Luke  Erie,  to  tlu^  aforesaid  sUite.  or  dispose  of  it  otherwise 
in  iHjnformity  to  tlu^  tifth  Mrtirle  of  romi^art  between  the  i^rigiual  stiit^^s  and 
the  people  and  stiiteH  to  he  formetl  in  the  terriUriy  north  of  ti»e  river  Ohio, 

When  the  convention  at  Chillicothe,  on  the  29th  day  of  November, 
1S02,  adopted  the  first  constitution  for  Ohio,  they  gave  the  state  the 
northern  boundary,  as  contained  in  the  enabling  act  with  thisj  proviso: 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  fully  understood  and  declared  by  this 
convention,  tliat  if  the  southerly  hend  or  extreme  of  Lake  Michigan  should 
cxtt'Tut  so  far  south  that  a  line  drawn  due  east  from  it  should  not  intersetl 
Lake  Erie,  or  if  it  should  intersect  the  Lake  Erie  east  of  the  mouth  nf  the 
Miami  fiver  of  the  hike,  theu  aud  iu  that  ease,  with  the  assent  of  congaessof 
the  United  States,  the  northern  boundary  of  this  stat^  shall  he  established 
hy  and  extend  to  a  direct  line  running  fnuu  the  stuithern  extremity  of  Lake 
Michigan  t^i  the  most  uortherly  cape  ol  the  Miami  liay.iifter  iuterset  tiug  the 
due  north  line  from  the  mouth  of  tlie  (treat  ^liami  river  aforesaid;  thence 
northeast  to  the  territoriiil  hue,  iiud  by  the  siiid  teiTib>rial  line  hi  the  Penii- 
sylvaniH  line. 

The  reader  must  be  patient  in  looking  over  the  relation  of  these  old 
*' field  notes,**  for  he  will  not  understand  this  boundary  question  with- 
out them. 

When  congress,  on  the  19th  of  February,  1803,  admitted  Ohio  into 
the  Union,  nothing  was  said  about  the  northern  boundary.  On  the  i  ith 
of  January,  1805,  congress  created  the  territory  of  Michigan,  and  defined 
her  boundaries  as  follows; 

All  that  part  of  ludiauii  territory  w^hieh  lies  north  of  a  liuj*  ilraW'U  ea»t 
from  the  southerly  bend  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  until  it  shall  irdersect  I^ake 
Erie  and  east  of  a  line  dniwn  from  said  suutherly  bend  through  the  middle 
of  said  hike  to  its  northern  extremity,  and  theure  dtie  utu  th  ti*  the  northern 
extremity  cjf  the  !•  uited  SUttes. 

Substantially  reafhrming  the  original  boundary  contained  in  the  act 
authorising  the  territory  of  Ohio  to  form  a  state  government. 
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Michigan  then  also  extended  her  laws  to  this,  its  southern  bounds 
iine. 

The  whole  ijiiestion,  therefore,  was  to  ascertain  the  exact  line  dra 
east  through  the  southern  bend  o(  Lake  Michigan.     To  accomplish  th 
the  geographical  line  in  north  latitude,  minutes  and  seconds,  had  to  1 
established  with  positive  ceVtainty. 

The  line  the  authorities  were  then  talking  about  was  designated  < 
the  maps  as  the  **  Fulton  line,"  which  intersects  Lake  Erie  east  of  t 
mouth  of  the  Maumee  river,  and  meets  the  proviso  of  the  Ohio  con^ 
tution 

It  was  then  ascertained  that  this  east  and  west  line  would  not  ini< 
sect  the  territorial  Hne  between  the  United  Stales  and  Canada,  but  c 
across  the  counties  of  Cuyahoga,  Geauga  and  Ashtabula,     The  lie 
therefore,  given  by  congress  to  Ohio,  was  an  impossible  line,  owing 
a  want  of  knowledge  of  the  geographical  position  of  Lake  Michigan  at 
the  time  congress  passed  the  enabling  act. 

When  the  authorities  of  Ohio  ascertained   the   uncertainty  of 
northern  boundary,  they  applied  to  congress  for  a  survey  of  the  line 
conformity  with  the  proviso  in  the  constitution  of  Ohio. 

In  1812  congress  passed  a  resolution  directing  the  commissioner  ol 
the  general  land  office,  to  cause  it  to  be  surveyed,  but  the  war  wjih 
Great  Britain  and  their  northwestern  savage  allies,  prevented  it, 
the  line  was  not  run  until  the  year  1817,  when  one  William  Harr 
under  direction  from  the  general  land  office,  ran  the  hne,  and  it 
afterwards  known  as  the  **  Harris  line." 

This  survey  was  reported  from  the  general  land  office  to  the  execut: 
of  Ohio»  and  ratified  by  the  general  assembly  of  Ohio  January  29th,  18 

Applications  were  then  made  by  Ohio  to  congress  to  ratify  the  Hat 
line  as  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio  very  frequently,  but  with< 
success,  until  the  events  of  1835,  so  memorable  in  the  conflicts  betwc 
Ohio  and  the  territory  of  Michigan. 

Thisdisputcd  territory  is  valuable  for  its  rich  and  productive  farmi 
lands,  and  the  possession  of  the  harbor  on  the  Maumee  river,  where 
young  and  flourishing  city  of  Toledo  sits  in  her  proud  majesiv  turont 
things. 

This  strip  of  land  is  five  miles  wide  at  the  west  end,  and  eight  mi 
at  the  east  end.     The  line  was  fixed  before  any  other  territory  W 
organ jjted  and  affected  by  it. 

Toledo  had  many  names.  It  was  then  Swan  Creek;  afterwards  P< 
Lawrence,  then  Vistule,  now  Toledo.  The  early  settlers  were  sati&li 
to  be  in  the  territory  of  Michigan. 
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In  1835  the  people,  who  had  settled  in  the  Maumee  country,  became 
clamorous  for  the  extension  of  the  Ohio  canal  from  Vu\ud.  north,  and 
Toledo  was  made  the  point  of  terminus  of  the  canal  Then  the  Toledo 
people  saw  the  point  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  lived  in  the 
wrong  state;  that  it  would  be  to  their  interest  to  be  BuclcevQs.  The 
canal  changed  their  allegiance.  Now  Ciovernor  Lucas  was  urged  to 
extend  the  la«vs  of  Ohio  over  this  territory  in  question.  On  the  23d  of 
February,  1835,  the  legislature  of  Ohio  passed  an  act  extending  the 
northern  boundaries  of  the  counties  of  wood.  Henry  and  Williams  to 
the  Harris  line. 

The  Fulton  line  was  the  south  line  and  the  Harris  line  the  north  Hue 

this  disputed  tract,  and  Michigan  had  hitherto  extended  her  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  to  the  FuTton  line  as  the  southern  boundary  of 
Michigan.  Wood  county  had,  however,  pre\nously  levied  taxes  up  to 
the  Harris  line,  but  the  people  refused  to  pay  them  and  that  ended  it. 

The  possession  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  Swan  creek  was  then 
made  the  burning  point,  and  the  talk  about  **  legal  rights  ''  was  the 
order  of  the  day. 

There  is  no  room  here  for  speculation  as  to  what  would  have  been 
the  result  had  Michigan  succeeded.  The  only  object  in  speaking  at 
length  on  this  subject,  now  almost  forgotten,  is  to  preserve  the  facts 
from  the  tooth  of  time  as  long  as  possible  as  a  point  in  the  history  of 
Ohio,  and  in  which  Seneca  county  took  a  very  active  part. 

We  can  read  and  talk  about  those  scenes  and  times  without  getting 
excited  now,  but  Ohio  was  then  in  her  boyhood  and  Michigan  growing 
up  to  be  a  "big  wolverine"  sometime.  Stevens  T.  Mason,  the  gov- 
ernor of  Michigan  territory,  was  a  very  young  man  but  as  spunky  as  a 
rat,  and  felt  himself  well  protected  by  his  guardian,  **  Uncle  Sam,"  in 
his  territorial  jurisdiction. 

This  law  of  Ohio,  above  mentioned,  also  authorized  the  governor 
to  appoint  three  commissioners  to  re-mark  the  Harris  line,  Uri  Seely, 
of  Geauga,  Jonathan  Taylor,  of  Licking,  and  John  Patterson  of  Adamsi 
were  appointed  such  commissioners,  and  April  i,  1835,  named  for  the 
work  to  commence.  Mr,  Mason  sent  a  special  message  to  the  legisla- 
tive council  of  Michigan  apprising  them  of  the  act  of  Ohio  and  advised 
proceedings  to  counteract  the  same. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1835,  the  territorial  legislature  of  Michigan 
passed  an  act  to  fine  and  imprison  any  person  who  should  undertake 
to  exercise  any  legal  authority  in  her  border,  except  under  the  laws  of 
the  territory,  etc. 

Now  the  people  within  this  disputed  territory  became  alarmed,  and 
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ihey  were  at  a  loss  to  know  which  of  the  two  jurisdictions  they  ba< 
better  belong  to.  They  wrote  numerous  letters  to  the  goverjiors  c 
both  jurisdictions,  explaining  their  dangers  and  their  troubles,  etc. 

Among  the  raost  distinguished  men  who  looked  to  Governor  Masoi 
for  help,  were  J.  V.  D,  Sutphen,  Coleman   J,  Kuler,  Cyrus  Fisher  an^ 
Samuel  Hemmenway,  and  those  that  wanted  to   be  Ohioans  counlc 
among  their  number  Andrew   Palmer,  Stephen   B.  Comstock,  May 
Stickncy.  Willard  Daniels,  George  McKay  and  Dr,  Naman  GoodselL 

(Governor  Mason  wrote  to  General  Brown,  who  was  in  command  o! 
the  third  division  of  the  Michigan  militia,  as  follows: 

ExKC'in'i  VE  Okfk^e,  Detkoit,  M«rch  SJ,  183.5 
■  8iu:  Vou  will  lieiewith  receive  the  eo^iy  of  a  lettt*r  jiiat  riM'eived  frao 
ColumbuH.  Vou  will  now  pereeive  that  u  collision  l>etw*5en  Ohio  and  Michh 
I^Hu  is  inevi table,  and  will  therefore  he  prepared  to  meet  the  erisis.  Tl» 
governor  of  Ohio  lias  jii8t  issuetl  a  proclamation,  hut  I  have  ueithtT  receive* 
it  nor  been  able  to  leani  its  teinlency.  I  shall  seinl  \on  s^nch  arms  as  nia^ 
be  nece.^Hury  for  your  successful  oiieration  witlMMilwaitiMj^  for  an  urdnr  froi 
the  secretary  of  war  a.s  soun  m^  Ohio  is  i»roj>eii.v  in  the  lieltL  Till  then, 
am  compelletl  to  a  wail  the  directituj  of  the  win  iie]>urlmeut. 

Yours,  etc.,  STEVENS  1%  MASON. 

Gewkkal  Jo&.  VV.  Brown, 

On   the   31st  of  March,  Governor   Lucas,   accompanied  by  his  slal 
and  the  boundary  commissioners,  arrived  at  Perry sburg  on  their  waj 
to  run  and  re-mark  the  Harris  line^  in  compliance  with  the  law  of  thi 
23d  of  February  previous. 

General  John  Bell,  in  command  of  the   17th  division   Ohio  militia 
embracing  the  disputed  territory,  arrived  about  the  same  time  with  hi 
staff,  and  mustered  into   the   service  some  600  men,  fully  armed  an< 
equipped.     On  his  way  to  Perrysburg,  Governor  Lucas,  with  his  slaf]^ 
stopped  all   night  in   Fort    Ball,  at  Smith's  hotel.     They  made  a  very 
formidable  appearance  and  when  General  H.  C.  Bnsh  met  them,  then 
was  a  show  of  military  etiquette,  the  like  of  which  Seneca  county  nevei 
experienced  before.     From  here  the  troops  from  Seneca  followed  Gov- 
ernor Lucas  and  met.  General    Bell  at   Lower  SancUisky,  from  whcnc 
they  took  the  line  of  march  for  I'errysburg. 

The  Ohio  army  went  into  camp  at  Fort  Miami.  Governor  Mas^n, 
with  General  Brown,  arrived  at  Toledo  with  about  i,2oo  men  at  iht 
same  lime.  Governor  Mason  had  his  staff  with  him  also.  Thus  th< 
two  armies,  ready  for  the  fray,  waited  for  the  word,  and  the  countrj 
was  wild  with  excitement. 

Lewis   Cass  said   well    in  a  letter  to   I'^dward  Tiffin,  under  date  ol 
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Movcmber  r»  1817:  *' A  disputed  jurisdiction  .is  one  of  the  greatest  evils 
that  can  happen  to  a  country/' 

Governor  I.ut:as  had  made  up  his  mind  to  lake  the  risk  and  send 
General  Bell  with  his  force  to  Toledo  as  soon  as  he  could  gel  ready 
but  before  they  were  ready  to  start,  two  eminent  citizens,  Hon,  Richard 
Rusk,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Colonel  Howard,  of  Baltimore,  arrived 
from  VV^ashington  as  commissioners  from  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  to  use  their  personal  influence  to  stop  all  warlike  demonstra- 
tions. Hon,  Elisha  Whittlesey,  of  Ohio,  accompanied  the  commis- 
sioners as  a  voluntary  peacemaker.  These  gentlemen  remonstrated 
with  Governor  Lucas  and  reminded  him  o(  the  fata!  consequences 
that  might  follow,  etc.  They  urged  patience  and  to  wait  for  a  peace- 
able settlement  of  the  matter  by  congress. 

These  commissioners  then  also  visited  Governor  Brown  and  urged 
him  to  abstain  from  violenre  and  bloodshed  until  congress  could  act  in 
the  preTTTises»  and  liniilly,  on  the  7th  of  April,  they  submitted  to  both 
governors  the  following  proposition,  to- wit: 

Ist.  That  the  Hiirris  liu**  sliuuUl  be  lun  and  jeMuuikeil  jitusiiiiiii  li»  Ui*? 
art  of  til**  IhhI  st'ssicuj  of  Ww  It'^isluLiirt'  of  Obit),  without  int<»nuplion, 

'Jil.  T\w  civil  I'lectiotis,  uiide^  I  he  laws  of  Ohio,  having  taken  pluci* 
Uiroiigjiodt  the  disputed  b^rnlon,  (hat  llie  pctijil^  residing  uiH»n  itsboid*!  be 
left  to  Lht-i I  own  ^fovi'rnment*  obeying  the  oue  juhsdirtioji  nr  tlitMitbenas 
they  may  prefer,  without  nxoh'station  from  tlie  utithorities  of  ohii^  or  Miilii- 
gan  until  the  clo»i^  of  the  next  session  of  cougrens. 

Governor  Mason  refused  to  accede  to  this  proposition,  (tovernor 
Lucas  consented  and  discharged  the  troops,  (Governor  Mason  par- 
tially followed  suit^  and  that  reiuctantlvi  but  kept  up  preparations  for 
any  emergency. 

Governor  Lucas  now  thought  he  cuidd  rnn  and  re-mark  the  Harris 
line  without  any  molestation  from  the  authorities  u(  \ti(  bit'ito.  .md 
ordered  the  commissioners  to  proceed  with  the  work 

S.  Dodge,  an  engineer  on  the  Ohio  canab  had  been  engaged  as  sur- 
veyor to  run  the  line.  He  addressed  a  letter  to  Samuel  Forrer^  one  of 
the  canal  commissioners  of  Ohio,  dated  Mauraee,  April  11,1835,  in 
which  he  said»  among  other  things,  that  Messrs,  Rush  and  Howard  had 
assured  them  that  no  resistance  should  be  made  to  the  survey,  but  that 
trouble  was  brewing,  and  Ohio  could  not  run  the  line  without  a  strong 
military  force.  That  it  would  become  necessary  to  have  an  extra  ses^ 
sion  of  the  Ohio  legislature  to  make  appropriations^  etc.  Then  he  goes 
on  and  says: 

Wb  HhM  shart  tu-morrow^  for  the  northwest  corner  of  the  state,  and  the 
next  time  you  hear  from  me  1  shall  prol)ably  inform  you  that  I  am  at  Mon- 
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roe.  Ibe  ln^iuhpuirUTH  of  (lenenil  Brown.    General  Browu  wus  yesilenlay  I 
Toledtn  ut  the  liea<l  of  the  sherltTs  poBs*e  ai  HX>  armed  men.    They  cnme  fi; 
llie  purpose  of  jin^esting  those  who  hacl  acTepte''  office  niider  the  state  c 
Ohio,    lie  informed  me  that  any  att-empt  t«  nm  the  line  wouM  he  resisU* 
by  the  whole  forre  of  the  l<?rritory;  that  tliey  had  :iOO  men  under  arms 
Monroe  and  fiOu  more  wonUI  soon  he  there;  that  they  had  l.'iOO  stand  of  arm 
taken  from  the  United  wStnteH  arsenal  at  White  Pij:e<>n;  that  they  did  n 
mean  to  he  rode  rough  shod  hy  Ohio.     It  was  repliefl  tliai  Ohio  had  not  i 
yetpnt  on  l»er  rongh  shoes,  and   wordd  not,  unless  they  niadt*  it  neeet<s*u*y 
and  that  the  line  w*oidd  eeiiainlj  he  rnn.    Tliep^overnor  of  Ohio  started  yoi 
terday  (Htli  inst.)  fi»r  Dellaiiee,  and  is  entirely  nnprepareil  to  njeet  the  fo] 
of  Michigan.     What  ronrse  he  will  imrsue  J  d<»  not  know.    On r  party  C-or 
sist«  wi  hfteen  or  twenty  unarmed  men,  and  if  we  proceed  w^e  shall  certain] 
be  made  pri«(mers,  there  not  heing  a  rtufllcient  nnniher  to  prevent  snrpris 
1  ttiink  the  expedition  will  he  delayed.    The  st<Ue  of  Ohio  is  affording  n#> 
protection  to  Itie  |>eople  on  the  disputed  territory,  fnrther  than  through  t!ie 
civil  anthorities.    And  those  whij  have  accepted  oftif-e  have  heen  ohlige<l 
retreat.    The  governi»r  has  power  tti  call  out  the  niihtia,  but  has  no  funds 
snsUkin  them.  Yoni^  truly,  S.  DUDGE. 

President  Jackson  applied  tu  the  attorney  general,  Benjamin  J 
Rutler,  of  New  York,  for  his  opinion  in  the  premises,  who  replied^  say 
ing  that  the  mere  running  of  tVie  line  was  no  cause  for  hostilities,  bi 
that  suit  might  be  brought  against  the  crommissioners  in  the  courts  i 
the  territory. 

The  commissioners  commenced  running  the  line  from  the  northwe^ 
corner  of  the  state.  General  Brown's  scouts  watched  them.  Whe 
the  surveying  party  got  into  Lenawee  county,  the  under  sherilf,  wil 
his  posse,  appeared  on  the  ground  to  arrest  them,  but  the  commi; 
sioners  and  surveyors  escaped  and  got  to  free  Ohio  soil.  They  reacht 
Perry nburg  next  day  with  their  clothes  badly  torn  and  hungry. 

tiovernor  Lucas  reported  the  facts  to  the  president.  General  Jacl 
son  cauLcd  a  copy  of  the  report  to  be  sent  to  Governor  Mason,  with 
refjuesl  to  have  Mason  send  his  statement  also.  Thereupon  Governs 
Ma.son  applied  to  General  Brown  for  information.  General  Brown,  c 
the  tjth  of  June,  1835,  writes  from  Tecuma.:h  to  Governor  Maso 
stating  all  he  did  and  naming  those  that  had  heen  arrested  and  reftitii 
the  idea  that  the  commissioners  had  been  fired  upon. 

The  news  of  the  breaking  up  of  the  surveying  party  spread  throu|i 
Ohio  like  wild-firc,  and  Cjovernor  Mason's  course  was  generally  co3 
demncd. 

Governor  Lucas  finding  it  impracticable  10  run   the  line,  called  fl 
extra  session  of  the  legislature  for  the  Sth  of  June.     That  body  pasfi< 
an  act  *  to  prevent  the  forcible  abduction  of  the  citizens  of  Ohio." 
to  punish  the  offenders  with  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary.   Anot 
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act  was  passed  creating  the  new  county  of  Lucas  from  the  north  part 
of  Wood  county,  embracing  the  disputed  territory  north  of  Wood  and 
a  portion  of  the  northwest  of  Sandusky  cbuniy.  It  directed  a  court  of 
common  pleas  to  be  held  at  any  convenient  hotise  in  Toledo  on  the 
first  Monday  .>f  September  next. 

There  was  also  another  act  passed  at  this  session,  accepting  the 
proposition  made  by  the  above  named  commissioners  oi  the  United 
States;  $300,000  were  appropriated  to  carry  the  law  into  effect  and 
paying  troops»  etc,  The  division  commanders  were  called  upon  to  re- 
port the  number  of  troops  in  each  division  that  would  volunteer  to  sus- 
tain the  governor  in  enforcing  the  laws  in  the  disputed  territory,  Fifteen 
out  of  seventeen  divisions  in  the  state  reported  10,000  men  ready  to 
volunteer,  and  2,000  men  were  estimated  that  would  volunteer  in  the 
tw*o  divisions  that  did  not  report.  The  Michigan  authorities  became 
more  violent  in  their  prosecutions  of  Ohioans  Major  Stickney,  George 
McKay,  Judge  Wilson,  and  many  others  were  arrested  and  taken  to 
Monroe  jail.  When  Major  Stickney  was  arrested  he  refused  to  go. 
They  put  him  on  a  hprse  and  held  him  on  it,  while  a  third  man  led  the 
horse.  They  tied  the  Major's  legs  together  under  the  horse  to  secure 
him.  In  the  attempt  to  arrest  T.  Stickney,  a  son  of  the  Major,  he 
took  out  his  pen-knife  and  stabbed  one  of  the  men  in  the  left  side,  and 
made  his  escape. 

The  stabbing  of  Wood  by  T.  Stickney  was  reported  to  General 
Jackson,  who  became  very  indignant  over  the  affair,  and  Governor 
Lucas,  anticipating  the  danger  of  being  put  into  an  unfavorable  light 
at  Washington,  sent  Messrs.  N.  H.  Swayne,  William  Allen  and  David 
T.  Disney  to  Washington,  to  confer  with  the  president  on  the  subject  of 
the  boundary.  These  gentlemen  made  a  full  and  fair  statement  of  the 
whole  trouble  in  writing  to  the  Hon.  John  Forsyth,  secretary  of  state, 
July  tst,  1835.  The  secretary  answered  on  the  3d  of  July  very  fully, 
giving  General  Jackson's  views  of  the  question,  and  promising  to  cause 
an  earnest  recommendation  to  be  sent  to  the  authorities  in  Michigan, 
that  no  obstructions  shall  be  interposed  to  the  re-marking  of  the  Harris 
linei;  that  all  arrests  under  the  territorial  act  shall  cease  until  after  the 
meeting  of  the  next  congress,  and  all  questions  about  the  disputed  lines 
to  be  avoided,  etc. 

Judge  Higgins,  the  president  judge  of  the  Mauraee  judicial  circuit,  in 
a  letter  addressed  to  Governor  Lucas  on  the  20th  of  July,  expressed 
great  fears  of  trouble  ensuing  if  he  should  attempt  to  hold  court  in 
Toledo  under  the  law. 

On  the  29th  of  July  Governor  Lucas  wrote  to  Messrs.  Patterson, 
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Taylor  and  Seely.  the  commissioners  to  re-run  the  Harris  line.  iDfonn* 
ing  them  ot  the  promise  of  the  president,  and  advised  the  commence- 
ment of  the  work  on  the  ist  of  September,  at  a  point  where  they  left 
off.  He  informed  ihem  that  he  had  sent  two  hundred  and  twenty- five 
nfles  and  sixty-one  muskets  and  equipments  to  Port  Miami,  and  would 
send  more  soon,  to  protect  them  in  their  work;  that  these  arms  would 
be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  court,  etc. 

The  authorities  of  Michigan  disregarded  all  these  arrangements,  and 
kept  on  making  arrests.  On  the  29th  of  August,  Secretary  Forsyth 
wrote  to  Governor  Mason  that  he  was  superseded,  and  that  Mr.  Charles 
Shaler,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  appointed  secretary  of  the  territory  of 
Michigan  as  his  successor,  etc. 

On  the  same  day  Secretary  Forsyth  also  addressed  a  letter  fu  iiuv- 
ernor  Lucas,  transmitting  copies  of  letters  written  that  day  to  Governor 
Mason  and  Mr.  Shaler.  expressing  a  hope  that  no  further  attempt  would 
be  made  by  Ohio  to  exercise  jurisdiction  in  the  disputed  territory  until 
congress  could  act  on  the  question,  etc. 

These  letters  from  Secretary  Forsyth  had  the  desired  elfect.  The 
good  sense  of  Governor  Lucas  had  already  shown  him  the  danger  of 
getting  into  conflict  with  the  United  States,  who  would  naturally  stand 
by  and  protect  a  territory  in  its  legal  rights,  and  he  modified  his  course 
very  materially. 

But  the  question  whether  to  hold  a  court  in  the  new  county  on  the 
7th  of  September,  was  still  to  be  decided,  Adjutant-General  Samuel 
C.  Andrews  was  sent  by  (Governor  Lucas  to  Lucas  county  to  consult 
with  the  judge  and  other  officers,  who  directed  Colonel  Van  Fleet  10 
call  out  his  regiment  to  act  as  a  posse  to  the  sheriff  for  the  pfotection 
of  the  court.  Andrew  Cofiinberry,  and  old  and  experienced  lawyer, 
was  engaged  by  the  governor  to  act  as  an  assistant  prosecuting  attor* 
ney*  Colonel  Van  Fleet  promptly  obeyed  the  call  and  ordered  his 
regiment  to  rendezvous 

Generals  Andrews  and  Bell  stopped  at  a  hotel  in  Toledo,  demeaning 
themselves  as  private  citizens.  On  Sunday  afternoon  the  sheriff  and 
attendants  met  at  Miami  to  proceed  together  the  next  morning  under 
escort  of  Colonel  Van  Fleet's  regiment,  to  hold  the  court  at  Toledo. 
Colonel  Van  Fleet  had  100  men  on  the  ground,  which  was  considered 
sufficient  to  disperse  any  mob  that  might  offer  resistance.  In  the  even- 
ing one  of  the  Colonel's  scouts  came  in  and  reported  that  General 
IJrown  had  just  arrived  at  T.*lei!n  with  ;«  large  military  f«jr<  p  ro  \*r 
the  holding  of  the  court 

The  judges  were  confounded  with  fear  at  learning  these  facts.    Jii*lge 
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Higgins  and  Count  Caffinberry  were  not  present.  Consultation  lasted 
a  long  time.  The  associate  judges  hesitated,  Somewerefor  givingup 
and  holding  no  court  Finally  it  was  agreed  to  leave  the  matter  to 
Colonel  Van  Fleet,  who  had  not  said  a  word,  but  walked  up  and  down 
the  line  with  sword  in  hand,  in  front  of  his  men  and  within  hearing  of 
the  judges.  The  Colonel  had  his  plan  arranged.  He  turned  to  the 
judges,  and  with  a  determined  military  look  and  bearing,  exclaimed: 
"If  you  are  women,  go  home;  if  you  are  men,' do  your  duty  as  judges 
of  the  court;  1  will  do  mine.  If  you  leave  the  matter  entirely  with  me, 
I  will  be  responsible  for  your  safety,  and  insure  the  accomplishment  of 
our  object;  but  if  otherwise,  I  can  give  you  no  assurance/* 

This  settled  the  discussion.  The  honor  and  safety  of  the  court,  *•  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  state  of  Ohio/'  were  placed  in  his  keeping. 
The  Colonel  told  his  men  that  he  was  about  to  undertake  a  hazardous 
expedition,  and  wanted  the  services  of  twenty  of  the  best  men  of  the 
regiment  to  go  with  him,  and  the  balance  to  remain  in  camp  ready  for 
orders.  Those  that  were  willing  to  go  with  him  were  ordered  four  paces 
to  the  front.  At  the  word,  thirty  advanced,  and  out  of  that  number 
twenty  were  selected,  He  had  only  twenty  horses,  Captain  Jones, 
who  was  left  in  command  of  the  camp,  was  ordered  to  be  prepared  to 
execute  any  orders  he  might  receive.  He  told  the  judges  that  •*  the 
7th  of  September  commenced  immediately  after  midnight,  and  the  law 
specified  no  hour  when  court  should  be  opened.  If  we  furnish  Gov- 
ernor Lucas  the  record  that  court  was  opened  according  to  law,  he  can 
show  to  the  world  that  he  has  executed  the  laws  of  Ohio  over  the  dis- 
puted territory.  Be  prepared  to  mount  your  horses  to  start  for  Toledo 
at  precisely  one  o'clock  A.  M,  I  will  be  ready  with  an  escort  to  pro- 
tect you.** 

At  the  hour  named  all  were  in  their  saddles.  Each  soldier  had  a 
rifle,  in  addition  to  his  two  cavalry  pistols.  They  reached  Toledo  abotit 
three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  went  to  a  school  house  that  stood 
near  where  Washington  street  crosses  the  canal,  and  opened  court  in 
due  form  of  law,  Junius  Flagg  acted  as  sheriff.  The  proceedings  were 
hastily  written  on  loose  pieces  of  paper  and  deposited  into  the  clerk's 
hat.  When  the  court  adjourned  all  went  to  the  tavern  kept  by  Munson 
H.  Daniels,  near  where  the  American  House  now  stands,  registered 
their  names,  took  a  drink  all  around,  and  while  filling  theic  glasses  for 
a  second  drink,  some  wag  ran  in  and  said  a  force  of  wolverines  were 
approaching.  They  dropped  their  glasses,  sprang  on  their  horses,  and 
hastened  away,  leaving  the  bill  unpaid.  When  they  arrived  on  the  top 
of  the  hill  near  where  the  Oliver  House  now  stands,  they  came  to  a  halt 
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and  faced  about.  It  was  then  discovered  that  the  clerk  had  lost  his 
hat  containing  the  court  journaL  It  was  one  of  those  high,  bell-crown 
hats,  then  fashionable^  and  had  capacity  sufficient  to  hold  a  great  many 
papers.  Having  succeeded  in  holding  the  court  so  well,  and  then  losing 
the  papers^  was  indeed  too  provoking,  and  to  have  them  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  was  still  worse.  They  fully  believed  that  they  were 
pursued,  yet  to  lose  the  papers,  was  enough  to  arouse  the  courage  of 
any  soldier.  Colonel  Van  Fleet*s  courage  had  not  forsaken  him.  With 
hira  to  will  was  to  do.  He  ordered  the  clerk  to  dismount,  and  with 
two  of  the  guards,  to  feel  his  way  back  carefully  in  search  of  the  papers, 
while  the  balance  would  keep  watch  to  cover  the  retreat  He  cautioned 
them  to  make  no  noise,  and  if  discovered,  to  conceal  themselves.  The 
hat  was  found  with  the  papers.  The  party  reported  no  enemy  in  sight 
The  state  of  Ohio  had  triumphed,  The  record  was  made  up  from  the 
papers,  and  signed,  **  J.  H.  Jerome,  associate  judge." 

Colonel  Van  Fleet  was  so  rejoiced  at  the  recovery  of  the  papers  that 
he  ordered  two  salutes  to  be  fired  on  the  spot.  The  party  proceeded  to 
Maumee  at  leisure,  and  reached  the  town  a  little  after  daylight. 

While  the  court  was  in  session,  Colonel  Wing  was  stationed  in  town 
with  I  GO  men  to  arrest  the  judges  if  they  should  undertake  to  hold 
court.  Finding  that  there  was  no  further  use  for  his  army.  General 
Brow^n  repaired  to  Monroe  and  disbandoned  them. 

It  seems  that  this  Mr.  Shaler  did  not  take  charge  of  the  office  of  gov 
ernor  of  the  Michigan  territory,  and  that  John  S,  Homer  became 
Mason's  successor,  and  was  the  acting  governor  with  whom  Govemo 
Lucas  afterwards  had  a  lengthy  correspondence,  and  which  resulted  in 
the  discontinuance  of  the  prosecutions,  except  the  T.  Slickney  case, 
for  the  stabbing  of  Wood,  the  deputy  sheriflT.  Governor  Homer  mad 
a  requisition  upon  Governor  Lucas  for  hira,  but  Governor  Lucas 
refused  to  give  hira  up,  claiming  that  the  offense  had  been  comniittett 
on  Ohio  soil,  and  that  therefore  the  courts  of  Michigan  had  no  juris- 
diction over  him. 

Public  sentiment  gradually  settled  down  in  favor  of  Ohio,  '*  and  peac« 
was  again  restored  to  the  border."  The  boundary  commissioner! 
resumed  the  work  on  the  line  in  November,  and  finished  it  withou 
piolestation. 

Ai  the  nejct  session  of  congress,  on  the  15th  of  June,  1836,  Michigi 
was  admitted  into  the  Union,  with  the  Harris  line  for  her  southc 
boundary,  and  the  disputed  territory  was  given  to  Ohio. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  extensive  preparations  on  both  sid 
for  the  shedding  of  fraternal  blood  over  a  question  that  nothing  bu 
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right  and  law  should  have  settled,  and  the  other  fact  that  the  people  in 
the  whole  northwest  were  highly  excited  over  the  conflict,  and  although 
the  scenes  have  passed  away  with  the  excitement  and  both  almost  for- 
gotten, it  should  never  be  said  that  the  Toledo  war  was  a  joke.  (See 
Toledo  war  by  M.  V.  Way.) 


CHAPTER  XXVI, 


SENECA  COUNTY  IN  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY-SENECA  COUNTY  ON  TK1 
TAX  DUPLICATE-SOLDIERS  OF  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  WAR-SOLDIER! 
OF  THE  WAR  OF  rSia— SOLDIERS  IN  THE  WAR  WITH  MEXICO-INDE 
PENDENT  COMPANIES-OHIO  MILITIA. 


SENECA  COUNTY    IK  THE    GENKRAI.  ASSEMniA    OF  OHIO. 

THE  kind  reader,  who  may  be  desirous  to  know  how  and  by  who 
ihis  county  has  been  represented  in  both  branches  of  the  gen- 
eral assembly  of  Ohio  from  the  time  of  its  organization  hitherto,  ma; 
save  a  good  deal  of  time  and  labor  by  glancing  his  eye  over  a  fe^ 
pages  in  this  chapter. 

The  time  when*  and  the  manner  in  which  the  districts,  both  senatorial 
and  representative,  were  organized  and  changed,  each  including  Senec 
county,  and  the  time  of  the  election  of  senators  and  representatives 
and  who  they  were,  from  1824  to  18S0,  a  period  of  56  years,  require€ 
patient  labor  to  ascertain,  8.nd  it  is  hoped  that  this  part  of  the  presen 
chapter  may  be  appreciated  as  a  reference  document  in  prc^)ortioil; 
at  least   to  the  work  it  required  to  produce  it. 

Under  the  old  constitution  (let  it  be  remembered)  senators  wen 
elected  for  two  years  and  representatives  for  one  year.  The  legislatun 
met  annually  on  the  first  Monday  of  December.  Under  the  presen 
constitution  the  general  assembly  is  to  meet  bi-annually  and  then  ot 
ihe  first  Monday  In  January.  In  spite  of  this  plain  provision  of  th< 
present  constitution,  there  was  only  one  winter  during  the  last  ihirtj 
years  when  the  legislature  did  not  have  a  session;  and  that  was  th^ 
ever  memorable  year  of  1855,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the  stat( 
treasury  was  short  about  three  quarters  of  a  million  of  dollars,  ti 
all  these  years  the  legislature  adjourned  to  an  extra  session,  ti 
violation  of  the  plain  provision  of  the  constitution,  under  a  joint  reso^ 
lution  of  both  houses.  In  other  words:  the  spirit  and  plain  provisior 
of  the  constitution  is  defeated  by  the  construction  of  the  word  **  ad 
journment".  And  this  determination  to  beat  down  the  intention 
the  constitution  of  Ohio  is  a  sin  of  both  parties  alike      Both  are  guilt 
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of  the  crime  and  therefore  willing  to  forgive  each  other.     But  the  good 
people  foot  the  bill  all  the  same. 

Now  senators  and  representatives  are  each  elected  for  two  years. 
There  is  no  holding  over,  nor  adjournment  intended  by  the  new  constitu- 
tion. What  further  proof  is  necessary  to  show  its  spirit  and  meaning  ? 
However,  the  people  acquiesce  in  this  bi-annual  violation  of  their  funda:- 
mental  law  and  are  willing  to  pay  for  it.  This  is  all  the  poftticians 
want,  and  are  accommodated.  But  to  resume.  Below  find  the  years 
of  the  elections  of  senators  and  representatives,  first  under  the  old,  and 
then  under  the  new  constitution,  the  time  of  their  elections  and  the 
compositions  of  the  districts  in  regular  order,  viz: 

SENATORS. 

Coftnths  rompfhsiuff  dhtrirt.s.  Who  thrtftl. 


Ynii's. 


1SL»4 


lh2n 


is^h 


ISWi 


\S\i\ 


IMJ 


1S44 


li^> 


Delaware 

Marion  • 

Seneca  i including  <'rawfonl.i 

Sandusky 

Delaware 

Marion 

Seueea 

Crawford 

Sandusky 

Huron 

Sandusky 

Seneca 

\V(H)d 

Hancock 

Same  counties 

Huron 
Seneca 
Sandusky 

Same  counties 

Same  counties 

Seneca 
Sandusky 

Seneca 

Wood 

Ottawa 

Sandusky 

Hancock 

Same  counties 

Sandusky 

Seneca 

Crawford 

Sandusky 
Seneca 
Wyandot 
('rawford 


David  H.  Heardsle\ 


James  Kookcn 


David  Campbell 

Samuel  M.  Lockw(M)d 

Daniel  Tilden 

Joseph  Howard 
David  K.Owen 

William  B.  Craij^hill 

.lohn  (rcMHlin 

Moses  McAnnelly 
Amos  K.  W(M>d 

Henry  Cronise 
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YearA.       Counties  composing  districtB. 
1848       Same  counties 


Who  elected. 
Joel  W.  Wilson 


1850 


Seneca 

Hancock 

Wyandot 


Michael  Brackley 
This  was  the* last  .senatorial  election  under  the  old  constitution. 


IKiM 

1S25 

iSlMi 
18l>7 

18JS 

iSL^il 
1S80 

is:hi 

iJv^li 

IKW 
IKM 
IKV) 
IKV) 
1831} 
18:^7 
IKW 
IKHll 

184<> 
1.S41 


RBI*RESENTATIVE8. 

Countitit  tynnposiny  distncts. 

Marion 
Seneca 
Sandusky 

Marion 
Craw'fi^rd 
Seneca 
Sandusky 

Same  counties 

Same  counties 

Sandusky 
Seneca 
Wood 
Hancock 

Same  counties 

Same  counties 

Same  counties 

Seneca 
Sandusky 

Same  counties 

Same  counties 


Who  i'lrcted. 
Jeremiah  Kverett 

Josiah  Hed^s 

Eher  Baker 

Samuel  M.  L<K-kwo<Kl. 

» 

LockwiMxl  re-electetl 

LockwcKKl  re-elected. 
Josiah  Hedp^es 
Harvey  J.  Harmon 

Jeremiah  Everett 

Everett  re-elected 
Jacques  JIulburt 


J  une  8.    Extra  session  to  consult  on  Michigan  boundary  and  war. 


Same  counties 

Same  counties 

Same  counties 

Same  counties 

Same  counties 

Seneca 
Sandusky 
Wo<hI     ' 
IIanc(H'k 
Ottawa 

Same  counties 


This  legislature  broke  up  in  confusion. 
Secretary  of  State's  report,  1875,  P^gc  ^2. 


1S4J 


Same  counticH 


William  B.  Craighead 
Craighead  re-elected 
Samuel  Treat 
John  Welsh 
Welsh  i*e-elected 


Amos  E.  Wo(kI 
MosesMcAnnellv 


Amos  E.  Wood 
(ieorge  W.  Baird 

The  Whigs  withdrew.     See 


Henry  C.  Brish 
(ieorge  W.  Baird 
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Yfnrs, 


C\)uiUie8  composing  districtfi. 


Whft  elected, 

William  B.  (Craighead 
Samuel  Waggoner 

Henry  C.  Brish 

Daniel  Brown* 

Warren  P.  Noble 

Xoble  re-elected 

John  G.  Breslin  (Speaker) 

Breslin  re-elected 

Jacob  Decker 


*Kle«'ted  as  a  DtMiiocrat  and  voted  with  the  Whigs. 

Last  election  under  the  old  constitution. 

The  senatorial  district  under  the  new  constitution  has  never  been 
changed.  It  is  composed  of  the  counties  of  Seneca,  Crawford  and 
Wyandot. 


1848 

Same  counties 

1844 

Seneca 

lR4o 

Seneca 

lim 

Seneca 

1847 

Senecja 

1H4S 

Seneca 

1^9 

Seneca 

l.S)<) 

Seneca 

IMl— Joel  W.  Wilson 

l>v')8— Robert  Lee 

1  s.>3— James  Lewis  ( K .  N . ,  over 

W.  P.  Xoble) 
IS.57— Robert  McKelley 
-  1K59— Thomas  J.  Orr 
1861— William  Lang 
IWW— William  Lang 


18r>5— (Hirtis  Herr}',  Jr. 
1867— Curtis  Berry,  Jr. 
186f>— Alex.  E.  Jenner 
1871— Alex.  E.  Jenner 
1873— John  Seitz  , 

187.5— E.  T.  Stickney 
1877— John  Seitz 
1879— Moses  IL  Kirby 


REPRESENTATIVES 

L'nder  the  present  constitution  Seneca  is  a  district  by  itself. 


18.51— Jacob  Decker 
18.5:^— John  W.  Paine 
1855— Joseph  Boyer  (K.N.) 
18.59— Morris  P.  Skinner  (D.) 

Gideon  Jones  (R.) 
18(il— R.  R.  Titus 
18a3— R.  R.  Titus 
IS6.5— Isaac  Kagy 


1867— E.  T.  Stickney 
1869— John  Seits 

E.  T.  Stickney 
1871 -John  Seits 
1873— James  A.  Norton 
1875— James  A.  Norton 
1877— James  A.  Norton 
1879— Amos  Decker 
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Land  bought  from  the  United  States  was  free  from  taxes  for  the  term 
of  five  years  from  the  date  of  purchase.  The  values,  therefore,  that 
were  put  upon  the  duplicate  during  that  time  were  upon  personal  prop- 
erty only,  and  hence  comparatively  small.  The  duplicate  swelled  in 
proportion  as  the  five  years  expired. 

The  following  table  gives  the  amount  of  taxes  paid  by  Seneca  county 
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into  the  state  treasury  for  ten  years,  from  1826  to  1835,  ^o^^  included, 
except  the  canal  tax  already  mentioned: 

Year,  Amount.  Year.                                       Amount. 

182H $  62.28.tt  li»l §720.26.3 

1827 254.49.4  1832 832.<«.(i 

182ft 326.32.0  1833 834.79.8 

1829 444.44.3  1834 a>4.80.1 

1830 600.a5.7  1835 '    814.13.S 

It  would  be  tedious  and  dry  reading  to  follow  the  figures  of  assess- 
ment and  taxation  from  year  to  year,  and  the  reader  must  be  content 
with  short  references  to  show  simply  how  Seneca  county  swelled  in 
proportions,  in  both  wealth  and  on  the  tax  duplicate. 

In  1836  the  value  of  town  lots  in  Tiflfin  was  ;^86,499;  ^^  Melmore, 
^5*463;  in  Republic,  S708:  in  Carolina,  S608;  in  Attica,  S  1,464 

Clinton  township  then  had  six  pleasure  carriages,  valued  at  S460: 
Eden  one,  valued  at  S50:  Hopewell  two,  valued  at  :>i6o.  There  was 
then  no  other  carriage  in  the  county.  Any  spring  wagon  was  a  pleasure 
carriage.     There  were  nine  of  these,  valued  at  $670. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  number  of  acres  and  their  value  on 
the  duplicate  in  1836,  the  number  of  horses,  neat  cattle  and  total  taxes 
for  all  purposes: 

Xn.  of 
Tfnniithiii.  acffs.  Vftluaiion.        Ilnrsis.        Cutth.       Total  tax. 

Adams H,?K)1  .'?18.872  12<5  392  S  403  31.!» 

HhM>m 11.321  U:l\ry  \\v>  ;^2  52»>  7«.r> 

Clinton 1SJ7H  8o,B09  372  oio  8,082  rxs.o 

Eden 21 .7o7  (w.iai  313  rm  1  ,i;U  2-5.1 

Hopewell 11,749  39,079  127  ;^07  m)  «7.1 

Lil)ert y 78,807  20.097  1 10  328  373  :«.;J 

Loudon 1,842  2.831  5.9  18.5  118  2-5.0 

Pleasant 4.898  24,:^i5  122  'M\  4+5  17.1 

Keed 12.972  30,124  124  .Si»7  ;5;«  as.i 

Seneca 9,475  31.784  17i»  374  .521  88.«i 

Sfipio 17.0«i7  42,9.5:^  2()3  ri\.^  9S.5  12.2 

Thonii)soii 11 ,244  25,2«i9  214  515  4hU  34.0 

\enice 4.274  12,277  80  :«2  2<U  81 .5 

Hi«  Sprinjr 4»2  1,0-57  a5  319  115  41.«i 

Jackson 1 .04(>  2,20;i  \^\  \:^  82  <».S.5 


Total  lax SJ>,707  20.4 
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The  following  table  shows  the  same  articles  for  taxation,  and  the 

taxes  for  each  township  and  the  towns  for  1879: 

No,  of 

ToicHship.              acrea.  Valuation,  Horses,  Cattle,           Total  tax. 

Adams 23,146  S  805,842  725  1,174     J 

Great  Springs...  131,494  ^4  17     | 

Bloom 23,096  733,255  613  1,309     \ 

Bloomville 216,489  75  60     ^ 

Big  Spring 22,807  908,194  736  1,:%1 

(ninton 21 ,1 22  1 ,2J)2,448  648  1  ,iM5 

Eden 22,762  1 ,019,168  667  1 ,525 

Hopewell 22,8;>4  1,038,048  712  .  1,363 

Jackson 23,166  76:^,960  560  1,208 

Liberty 22,878  a>S,6;^s  6i)8  1 ,668 

Loudoii 22,422  891 ,530  679  1 .2:^5 

Fostoria 1 ,04:^,2:^7  253  152 

Pleasant 22.460  884,707  .>44  955 

Reed 24.594  804,470  678  1 ,282 

Scipio 22,737  9(«,8(«  (;74  1 .1.54     3 

Republif 18^5.220  75  .%     / 

Seneca 22.6«kS  981 .4:^1  75S  1,812     j 

Thompson 23,341  1 ,079.407  75«i  1.14i^     ( 


14,1W  HTi 

16,40.5 

75 

9,481 

59 

1,2.52 

37 

10,757 

8:^ 

12,262 

21 

7,648  81 

12,987 

27 

10.tK)2 

.5:{ 

2.5,24s  13 

10,937 

•55 

S,8.S9 

.55 

13.i>41 

iiS 

lU.lil.5  IH 


\>nice 2^5,04«  8.S2.4<R>  0>30  1.7(U     j  , .  ,,,,^  .., 

Attica 170.119  75  4r5     i  ''^-"'^^  •^- 


Tittin— 1st  ward.   )  102  97      f 

2il 
3d 
4th 


81  81 

4(m.59:{  101  ")S     I         S.S.0S7  s:{ 


113  92 

.5th    ^-         ]  74  44      j 

Total  tax  for  1879 S  2S.5.375  2ii 

The  foregoing  values  include  also  the  personal  property  and  the 
values  of  Big  Spring;  also  Adrian  and  New  Keigel. 

The  total  valuation  of  the  county  is  $18,500,000.  It  is  presumed 
that  the  appraisement  now  about  being  made  will  increase  the  valuation 
of  the  real  estate  over  the  appraisement  of  1870  about  two  millions. 

Estimated  population  of  1880,  37,000. 

The  acres  above  mentioned,  with  the  above  enumeration  in  1879, 
produced  one  and  one-half  millions  of  bushels  of  wheat.  Of  this  quan- 
tity— at  a  rough  guess — one-half  million  was  used  for  seed  and  bread, 
leaving  one  million  of  bushels  for  market,  representing  so  many  dollars. 

All  other  surplus  products  put  together  make  two  millions  more — 
three  millions  surplus  farm  products,  to  which  may  be  added  one-half 
million  manufacturing  products,  to  be  divided  among  the  above  popula- 
tion; this  would  seem  to  be  a  fair  representation  of  Seneca  county  in  the 
busy  life  of  the  world. 

This  would  average  about  Sioo  to  each  man,  woman  and  child  in  the 
county  for  one  year. 

For  the  population  of  Seneca  county  in  1870  and  1880  see  chapter 
forty-four. 
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SENECA    COUNTY    IN    THE    WAR. 

This  subject  would  make  a  book  by  itself.  There  is  only  room  hen 
to  state  facts;  commentaries  must  be  left  to  the  reader. 

The  bones  of  seven  revolutionary  soldiers  rest  in  the  ground  oi 
Seneca  county.  It  is  possible  that  there  were  others,  but  record  i 
made  here  only  of  those  whose  death  here  could  be  ascertained. 

RREDERICK    9HAWHAN 

Was  a  native  of  Kent  county,  Maryland,  but  settled  in  Virginia  afte 
the  revolutionary  struggle  was  over.  He  took  a  very  active  part  in  th< 
revolution,  having  enlisted  when  he  was  only  seventeen  years  old.  Hi 
served  under  Generals  Wayne,  Green,  Lafayette  and  Washington.  H< 
was  at  Stony  Point,  in  the  battle  of  Monmouth^  at  the  crossing  of  th 
Delaware,  and  at  the  battle  of  Trenton.  He  moved  to  Ohio  in  tSii 
and  located  in  Fairfield  county.  In  1820  he  moved  to  Wayne  county 
and  afterwards  came  to  Seneca  county,  where  he  died  near  Tiffio 
August  26th,  1840,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age.  He  is  buried  i 
tht^  new  cemetery. 

JOHN    W.    KENT 

Was   another  revolutionary   soldier,   whose  history,  however,  there  ii 

nobody  able  to  relate.     He  lies  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Bascom.    H 

died  November  r6th,  1844,  aged  ninety-nine  years,  nine  months  ani 

seven  days. 

WILLIAM    HARRIS, 

The  gunsmith,  has  already  been  mentioned  among  the  early  settler 
near  the  old  Fort  Seneca. 

JEDEDIAH    HOLMES, 

The  father  of  our  old  pioneer  friend,  Jedediah  Holmes,  is  buried  in  ih^ 
Meimore  cemetery. 

ELI    WRIGHT, 

Another  old  soldier  of  the  revolutioa»  is  buried  at  the  cemeterv  nea 
McCutchenville. 

JEREMIAH    WILLIAMS* 

Of  the  Maryland  continental  line,  afterwards  served  under  Gener 
Marion.     He  is  buried  in  Pleasant  township, 

HATSON    PETERSON 

Died  in  Scipio  township  in  1846,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.     H 
was  from  New  Jersey,  and  is  buried  at  the  cemetery  near  John  Hall* 
There  were  a  goodly  number  of  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812  in  Sene 
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county,  and  the  writer  regrets  his  want  of  success  in  ascertaining  their 
names.  Every  effort  was  made  to  that  end,  and  the  newspapers  in 
Tiflfin  were  kind  enough  to  assist  me  in  calling  on  the  friends  and 
children  of  the  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812  to  give  me  their  names  and 
have  them  recorded  in  these  pages;  but  it  proved  a  failure  and  a  few 
only  have  been  collected.  One  man  calied  on  me  and  wanted  to  know 
how  much  I  paid  for  such  information.  He  went  away  without  giving 
me  any  names. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  that  were  picked  up,  however: 
William  Siberal,  Pleasant,  Jolm  Baugher,  Tifthi, 

Benjamin  Turner,  Libert>\  Jonathan  Chittenden,  Scipio. 

Henry  Cronise,  Tiffin,  Reuben  Williams,  Tiffin, 

Henr>'  St.  John,  Tiffin,  Jolm  Bowerman,  Adams. 

John  Paine  came  to  Adams  April  7th,  1829,  and  died  in  1846.  He 
was  a  volunteer  in  Captain  Barry's  company  O.  M.,  in  18 13,  at  Circle- 
ville,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Ft.  Stevenson. 

JOHN    HETER, 

Who  located  in  Thompson  in  1830;  is  still  living. 

SAMUEL    CARSON 

Was  with  General  Harrison  at  Fort  Meigs.     He  died  in  Venice. 

ll:dwig  frikdlev 
Located  and  died  in  Venice.     He  belonged  to  a  Pennsylvania  regiment. 

WILLIAM    SIBKRAL, 

Of  Pleasant,  was  shot  in  the  hip  at  the  storming  of  Erie,  and  while  he 
was  being  carried  away,  was  shot  again.  Vet  he  lived  to  a  fine  old  age. 
He  settled  in  Pleasant  in  1828. 

JOHN    SEARLES 

Was  drafted  in  the  war  of  181 2  in  Anne  Arundel  county,  on  the  Chesa- 
peak  bay,  Maryland,  and  was  in  the  land  service  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

JOHN    NOEL 

Was  drafted  for  the  war  of  181 2,  but  on  account  of  sickness  in  his  fam- 
ily, was  excused  from  service  by  paying  $12  per  month  for  three  months. 

DANIEL    LAMBERSON 

Was  drafted  in  Pennsylvania. 

NOAH    p.    RESSEQUIE 

Was  the  fourth  son  of  a  French  officer,  who  served  under  the  great 
Napoleon.     He  was  a  volunteer  in  the  war  of  181 2;  was  in  the  battles 


^m 

1 

^^M                   Daniel  Labar, 

Michael  Kirchner. 

Jacob  Gunther, 

^^H                    lienry  Weialieclcer. 

Carl  F.  liiwjs. 

Moses  iL  Schwarzeabei] 

^^m                  Daniel  SclieuLiig 

Christ.  Mueller, 

Joiseph  Kaiiffmanu, 

^^B                   Jacob  Frentze], 

lialthasar  Kirchner 

Lucas  Engelfried* 

^^B                   Carl  Scheuing. 

Carl  Mutschler. 

David  Leiseiiring, 

^^M                  Ignatz  Kirchnei\ 

Fh.  Emi(!h, 

Henr>^  Wjits, 

^H                   Fritz  Pauti. 

Jacob  Schabjicher, 

Franz  Keppelmeyer, 

^^m                   Aim*[)h  Scbnntl, 

Jf^sepli  Keltemeyer, 

John  Demnth, 

^^H                     Jobti  liurtmart. 

Doniinixk  Burt^l, 

William  IL  Wolff, 

^^B                   Justin  8clinei4lei\ 

Joseph  Ranker, 

Henry  Wolff,           ^H 

^^P                     WeiMle)  Hnr^     art, 

Jaeob  Zinjnier, 

Jacob  FoelL              ^^B 

^^B                     XavierA     .^ler. 

Peter  Schmittuz, 

Jacob  Huf,               ^H 

^^B                     John  Meyer. 

John  Vent  gen. 

P,  Frank  Rins.         ^H 

^^H                     An<lrew  BlieuK 

J.  H.  tireiveldinger. 

JohnSpel/                  ^H 

^^H                    William  Roelle. 

John  Ilessberger, 

-^  Chtuiii                ^^t 

^H                    J.  \tL  Hies. 

Louis  SeewaUK 

^^1 

^^B                     H.  Lemp. 

John  Kirch nm\ 

■ 

H 

FORT    BALL    ARTILLERY                                               ^^B 

^^fl                   Was  the'  only   indep 

en  dent  artillery  com 

pany  ever  organized  in  tlB 

^^B                    cotvnty.     It  was  we)). 

uniformed  and  well  drilled,  making  a  very  formi^ 

^^B                    ab)e  appearance. 

fl 

^^H                        Captain— TnmiHii  11 

.  liagby. 

^^^B 

^^B                        Fir^t  Lieuteiiautr 

-D 

.  C.  Sttiner, 

^^^^1 

^^H                        Second  Lieutenant— 

P,  IL  Reame. 

^^^^M 

^^B                       Fbst  Sergeunt—. 

\mun  Rijfs, 

^^^H 

^^B                       Second  Serjreant 

-iU 

por^^e  Huljerl, 

^^^^1 

^^H                       Third  Seri^eant— 

Jul 

m  Gersjjacker, 

^^^H 

^^H                         Fonrtli  Sergeant 

-C. 

\\\  Souter, 

^^^M 

^^B                        Fir»t  Corporul- Dav 

id  Lutiier. 

^^H 

^^H                        Sec'und  Corpural- 

-11 

arman  Whiieman. 

^^H 

^^B                        Thini  Corporal— 

W, 

H,  Carlisle, 

^^^^^H 

^^M                      Fourth  Corporal- 

-Jolm  Silvei-s, 

^^^B 

^^B 

^^^1 

^^B                     Samuel  Itetts, 

Nicholas  Liel>e» 

Gec»t%'e  Strai)til»atjgllP^fl 

^H                     C.  J. 

Fred.  Man, 

Ciideon  Leitner,            B 

^^B                     Dun.  Vo timer. 

Henry  Keyipel. 

George  SchwartzmUlerfl 

^^B                    William  Eidenour, 

Leo  Liebel, 

lierre  L^dir.                  B 

^^H                      A  art  HI  Hu8e. 

Kphraim  Sohn. 

Henry  iiratt,           ^^B 

^H                     Melkiah  Martin, 

NicliohiH  Kiivh, 

JoHeph  Roehler^      ^^H 

^^M                     P.  {\  Scheel^ei. 

Jaci»1»  Flanglier.  Jr. 

Nathan  Cadwallad^^V 

^H                     W.  IL  Smith, 

Nicholas  Cornely, 

Daniel  MiHen                 B 

^^B                     Jame»  Dihline. 

James  A.  Soluu 

Frefieiick  Roller,          fl 

^^H                      John  <;nidy. 

Jacob  Miller, 

Jolm  M.  B.  Carey.        1 

^^H                     Mynvn  11.  Forbnsh 

David  Lehaj. 

Saninel  Uowney.           1 

^^B                     Kttuiond  Kinney, 

Siiaiuel  Shaiull, 

John  Millerweis,     ,^^B 

^^1                    M.  llenneAHy. 

Felix  liw^k. 

John  MaekfehL     .^H 
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Levi  Keller, 
Aiwirew  Hnch, 
Edward  C«iokerl>  t 
John  IL  8ix, 
Daniel  Boaler. 
William  K linger. 
Martin  Iltmsman, 
R.  L.  Dnnly. 
John  Kline, 
John  A.  Young» 
D.  H.  DiMine, 
Anthony  Kneblei. 
Daniel  Yonndt, 
J.  W.  Love. 
A.  FhimmerfeU. 


J.  H,  Lenly, 
Michael  Miller, 
George  W.  Zeigler, 
Nicholas  Miller, 
Henry  Miller, 
George  Schlerret, 
Jofiepli  .Sanders, 
(ieoi-ge  8eifert, 
John  Knott* 
William  Jnlnison. 
William  Uf?le, 
E.  U.  Howe, 
Fre<l.  St'hanimel, 
Michael  Fitxpatrick, 


Michael  Lalir^ 
Samnel  Leltner. 
John  Iloetling. 
George  Xe\#hinger. 
Robert  Gulliver, 
Ilirara  Men'hani 
W,  B.  Merchant, 
Fred.  Rentz, 
Fnificis  Wagner, 
Johji  Coiirth, 
W.  A.  Sweitzer, 
Hubert  Shorts, 
€1iarles  Sw^anuager, 
Peter  Kingseed, 


Xicholas  Bower. 

The  company  organized  on  the  loth  of  March,  1851.  and  served  out 
its  time. 

While  on  the  subject  of  **  independent  companies,'*  it  may  be  well  to 
remark  that  since  the  war  of  the  rebellion  two  independent  companies 
have  been  organized  in  Tiflfin,  viz: 

THE  TIFFIN   LIGHT    GUARDS, 

Who  have  served  out  their  time  and  disbanded,  and  the 

TIFFIN   ZOUAVES, 

Who  are  still  in  existence.     They  were  both  small  companies  but  well 
drilled. 

Otto  P.  Snyder  was  the  last  captain  of  the  Tiffin  Light  Guards,  and 
Ed.  Lepper  is  the  captain  of  the  Zouaves. 

OHIO  MILITIA. 

The  system  and  the  laws  regulating  the  militia  of  Ohio  grew  out  of 
the  condition  of  things  surrounding  the  settlers  when  the  state  of  Ohic 
was  in  her  infancy. 

The  frontiersman  was  necessarily  a  good  marksman  and  the  rifle  was 
one  of  the  most  indispensible  implements  of  a  frontier  home.  The  war 
of  the  revolution  and  the  war  of  18 1 2  were  fought  with  militia,  whq^ 
have  proven  valiant  and  efficient-  A  standing  army  was  not  to 
thought  of  and  should  not  be  thought  of  anywhere.  The  pioneers 
embraced  the  doctrine  that  *'  God  helps  those  that  help  themselves." 
Self  reliance  is  the  main-spring  of  success  at  all  times  and  everywhere. 

The  early  statesmen  laid  down  the  doctrine  that  a  well  regulated 
militia  was  the  safety  of  the  state.  Hence  laws  were  passed  for  the 
listing  of  all  able-bodied  white  male  inhabitants  by  an  officer  who  was 
called  a  *Mister/'  The  state  was  divided  into  districts  and  divisions, 
and  numbered,  with  a  major-general,  and  sub-divided  into  brigades, 
29 
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with  a  brigadier-general  in  each.  The  brigade  districts  were  again 
sub-divided  into  regimental  districts  and  company  districts.  In  time 
of  need  the  militia  was  easily  render voused  and  each  man  knew  the 
company,  regiment,  brigade  and  division  he  belonged  to.  Company 
muster  was  held  in  August  and  regimental  muster  in  September  of  each 
year.  On  these  muster  days  the  officers  were  elected.  The  rank  and 
file  elected  their  captains  and  lieutenants,  and  these  the  higher  officers 
and  so  on.  The  elections  of  ail  commissioned  officers  were  certified 
up  to  the  governor,  who  (as  now),  was  the  commander-in-chief,  and 
issued  the  commissions  accordingly. 

Thus  the  "  army  of  Ohio ''  was  organized,  and  it  was  no  small  affair 
to  be  a  captain,  major,  colonel,  or  general.  Peple  took  great  pride  in 
military  affairs  and  it  was  considered  a  mark  of  honor  and  distinction 
to  be  a  military  officer  and  in  the  line  of  promotion.  There  was  as 
much  electioneering  on  those  muster  days  for  a  captaincy,  or  to  be- 
come a  colonel  as  there  is  now-a-days  in  the  race  for  an  office  in  civil 
life. 

The  muster  days  were  regarded  as  days  of  fun  and  frolic.  The  hotel 
keepers  and  gingerbread  shops  made  the  most  out  of  them.  The  men 
were  ordered  out  on  parade,  •*  uniformed,  armed  and  equipped  as  the 
law  directs;"  but  the  state  furnished  no  arms  and  the  men  had  no 
uniforms.  There  was  no  need  of  a  uniform  for  only  two  days'  drill 
during  the  year,  and  officers  being  changed  so  often,  refused  to  uniform 
on  account  of  the  expense.  Everybody,  therefore,  appeared  on  parade 
in  citizens'  clothes  and  just  in  such  dress  as  was  convenient  to  each. 
Some  dressed  in  the  best  they  had  and  others  came  just  as  they  left 
their  work.  The  larger  number  were  in  *-  homespun, '*  colored  with 
bark.  It  was  both  convenient  and  usual  to  pull  the  boots  over  the 
pants  and  wear  linsey-woolsey  wammuses,  the  corners  tied  into  a  knot 
in  front.  Some  had  fur  caps  on,  others  straw  hats  or  slouch  hats;  no 
two  were  dressed  alike.  Standing  in  line  or  marching,  the  men  swung 
their  arms,  laughed,  talked,  looked  about  and  generally  did  as  they 
pleased.  If  the  captain  scolded  or  undertook  to  be  strict  in  his  disci- 
pline, they  would  elect  another  man  next  time.  Those  who  had  no 
guns  would  borrow  a  piece  for  the  occasion,  or  use  any  stick  or  corn- 
stalk as  a  substitute  for  a  gun,  for  there  was  no  time  for  going  through 
the  manual  or  firing  exercises.  The  captain  himself,  having  no  knowl- 
edge of  military  tactics,  couM  give  no  instructions,  and  the  whole  day 
was  spent  in  marching  around,  forming  line,  calling  the  roll,  electing 
officers,  drinking,  carousing  and  fighting.  It  was  customary  to  have 
several  fights  at  fisticuffs  on  every  muster  day. 
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In  1842  Dr.  Charles  Beilhars,  a  dentitt,  was  elected  captain  ofl 
Tiffin  company,  and  having  no  military  experience,  was  very  innocent 
in  his  new  position.  After  dinner  he  took  charge  of  his  company  and 
marched  tip  and  down  the  street  several  times  and  the  men  got  tired 
of  walking  so  much.  The  captain  had  a  long,  cavalry  sword,  which  he 
leaned  against  his  right  shoulder,  and  marched  at  the  head  of  his  com- 
pany in  single  file.  One  time  the  captain  and  his  drummer  turned 
into  Market  street,  marching  east,  and  when  he  reached  the  alley  east 
of  the  court  house  he  looked  back,  and,  to  his  great  surprise,  his  whole 
company  was  gone.  They  had  all  '•skirmished"  and  could  not  be 
rallied  again  that  day. 

A  good  story  is  told  of  a  man  who  had  been  a  standing  candidate 
for  captain  several  years,  and  linally  one  morning  on  a  muster  day 
succeeded, by  treating  all  the  boys.  He  bought  the  out-going  captain's 
chapeauj  sword  and  coat,  put  them  on,  and  at  noon  recess  went  home 
to  tell  his  wife  and  exhibit  himself  to  her  in  "war  paint/'  While  his 
wife  was  busily  engaged  preparing  dinnen  the  captain  employed  the 
time  by  drilling  himself  on  the  porch,  giving  words  of  command  very 
strong*  There  was  a  trap  door  in  the  porch  floor  leading  to  the  cellar 
below,  and  the  wife,  in  her  hurry  to  get  dinner,  running  up  and  down 
the  cellar  stairs,  left  the  trap  door  open.  The  captain,  full  of  war,  paid 
no  attention  to  the  cellar  way.  Now*  he  gave  the  command:  **  Com- 
pany^ three  paces  to  the  rear — march!"  and  in  the  execution  of  the 
command,  he  fell  into  the  cellar.  His  wife  heard  the  racket,  ran  to  his 
assistance,  and  helped  him  up  on  to  the  porch  again.  She  brushed 
him  off  ni<:ely  and  consoled  him  on  his  lucky  escape,  having  no  bones 
broken  and  all  that,  and,  when  "  Richard  was  himself  again,"  the  cap- 
tain  straightened  up,  looked  over  his  shoulder  at  his  wife,  and  ex- 
claimed in  a  loud  voice,  **  Sal,  what  in  h — 11  do   you  know  about  war?" 

When  the  new  constitution  was  adopted,  the  legislature  made  many 
changes  in  the  militia  system  of  Ohio,  and  the  old  "cornstalk  muster'* 
was'*  done  away  with/'  The  system  of  the  **  National  Guards  "  was 
ihen  inaugurated  and  is  now  in  vogue. 

And  is  not  this  idea  of  **  well-regulated  militia  '*  the  best  mili- 
tary system  after  all  ?  Look  at  your  standing  array  of  idlers  and 
consumers  that  eat  out  the  substance  of  the  people,  and  crush  out  their 
liberties.  AVill  the  world  never  learn  the  fact,  that  the  tree  of  liberty 
cannot  grow  in  a  soil  that  trembles  under  the  iron  heel  of  the  soldier  ? 
The  history  of  our  own  wars  has  established  the  fact,  that  the  militia 
is  the  best  standing  army  in  time  of  need,  and  the  only  standing  army 
that  is  compatible  with  a  Republican  form  of  government. 


HISTORY    OF   SENECA  COUNTY. 


War  seems  to  be  the  norma!  condition  of  man,  anyway,  and  our 
beople  are  perfectly  imbued  with  this  idea.  Our  \*ar  amongst  the  states 
ps  proven  to  the  world  thai  men  can  leave  their  farms,  their  shops, 
tores,  factories  and  o6ftces»  and  in  a  few  short  weeks  of  drilling,  make 
faliant  soldiers  with  an  easier  roobiHty,  in  larger  or  smaller  bodies,  than 
be  stiff,  garrisoned  drones  of  a  standing  army,  with  its  endless  red 
ipe. 

Let  those  who  talk  of  a  strong,  centralized,  brilliant  government, 
>acked  and  upheld  by  bayonets,  look  over  the  following  tables,  and  if 
they  are  Americans,  blush: 

KINGS    AND    BAYONETS, 

This  table  shows  the  daily  pay  of  some  of  the   crowned  heads  of 
Europe: 

Tie  Cziir.. :,.$35,0UU    The  Emperor  of  Germany $8,000 

Hie  Sultan 18.0CN}    The  King  of  lUdy. ,.. 6.4tX» 

The  Emperor  of  Austria.. . . , .   10,WXi    The  King  of  Belgium LOW 

THE  AKSIIES  OF  EITROPB  ON  A  PEACE  FOOTING. 

Men. 


WKtm 

131X07T 
46,383 


liissia.     447.^70  Turkey 

^ranee . . _  .440,224  Switzerland 

_Gernmiiy 418,821  Spaiu  . ... 

Lustria 2^11,077  Belgium*  . 

Ureal  Britaiii . .  ,2fi8.02l 

Total 

The  reserves,  the  militia  and  irregular  troops  are  not  included  in  the 
ibove  numbers.  From  the  Cincifinaii  Enquirer  of  May  15,  1880,  I 
|take  the  following  notice  of  the  proceedings  in  the  German  diet: 

A  Herlin  dispatch  says:  When  all  tlie  new  formations,  planned  and  worked 
mi  in  tbeir  minutest  details  Liy  the  German  war  ministry,  are  cornplett-iMhe 
:)tal  strength  of  the  army  will  exceed  two  miJlionB  of  men. 

Germany  alone,  remember. 

The  annual  appropriations  for  this  consuming  host  from  the  ex- 
chequers of  these  states,  respectively,  run  into  many  millions,  thus: 


t  ussia..  . ,  .S127.2S1>,4a5 

''rnnce \UKrim:2r^ 

[CfennHny..*.*->.^. 81,658,988 

Lustria 65,850,1*4.5 

lUly , . . .     54,374,347 


Crreat  Britain.  .SSO/^5«M».'i2 

IHirkey , Si3a«i3/2i*»5 

Switzerland. 2.229.833 

Spain 24,428^^s4 

BelKnum.. %,2\2j2A1 


Making  an  average  of  $224  for  each  man  per  year. 
The  average  of  the  daily  salary  of  the  president  of  the  United  States 
lof  America — $138 — looks  small  in  comparison,  but  the  annual  expense 
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of  our  Standing  army  of  25,000 — f  39,000,000 — average  $1,500  per  ma 
for  each  year.     Costly  gentlemen,  these. 

And  Europe  is  the  country  were  bayonets  and  bibles  have  bee 
cherished  for  many  centuries.  Standing  armies  crush  the  masses,  froi 
whom  they  are  drawn,  to  the  earth,  into  poverty,  degradation,  starve 
tion  and  rags,  .and  are  kept  up  to  cut  the  throats  of  their  fellow  men  i 
christian  lands.  What  a  commentary  on  christian  governments.  Whi 
a  lie  and  burlesque  on  the  beautiful  and  glorious  gospel  of  Jesus  Chris 
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SENECA  COUNTY  IN  THE  WAR  OP  THE  REBELLION, 


THIS  is  not  the  place  to  look  for  a  relation  of  events  that  preceded 
the  war  of  the  rebellioBj  nor  for  the  immediate  cause.  No 
opinions  shall  be  expressed  on  its  political  aspect;  nothing  shall  be  said 
on  the  manner  in  which  it  was  conducted*  It  is  enough  to  say  here, 
that  when  Fort  Sumpter  was  fired  upon,  people  were  filled  with  awe, 
and  a  sadness  inexplicable,  pervaded  the  minds  of  all  thinking,  patriotic 
men.  ^  Old  Seneca  stood  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  more  than  onej 
thousand  five  hundred  men  left  the  charms  and  endearments  of  homei 
and  bore  their  breasts  to  the  storm  of  war. 

The  first  company  that  was  raised  in  this  county  was  Co,  A,  8th  reg-^ 
iment,  O.  V.  I. 

I'aptain— A.  H.  WinslovN.    l*rijuu*ted  t*>  major  Decemljer,  IHOI. 

First  Lieutenant— B.  F.  Oi^le.    I'roniot^d  to  captain  December,  IHtiK    Hf^ 
sign  Hi  r*f*'enil>er,  1862. 

Second  Lieutenant— ('.  \\\  Barnes.    Died  from  wouuxb  received  in  th«j 
battle  of  AntfMtani  September  17,  !sti2. 

Sergeants: 

First—  A .  1 L  Bye rs.    D  i  se  I j arjtf et  I  for  d  i sab i  I i ty . 

Second— J.  M.  Henry*    Disfhai>red  for  disiihility. 

Third— .L  C.  Kipka.     Killed  in  tlie  battle  of  tiettysburg,  July  3,  I8<)3. 

Fourth— J,  Weidinan. 

Fiftli— D.  J.  Goodaell,  Jr.    Killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  2, 18(«. 

Corporals: 

First— Georife  Bauglier.    Discharged  for  disability. 

Second— J.  N.  Travis,     Promoted  U)  2ii  lieutenant  Noveml>er  7, 1862. 

Third -F.  McBride. 

Fourth— S.  F.  Foorman.    Transferred  to  I'uited  States  hospital. 

Fifth— P.  J.  Ilossler, 

8ixtU— D.  TroxelL 

Seventh— F,  Xeely.    Di^harged  for  disability'. 

Eighth— O.  McCormack.    Died  in  hospital  at  Culpepper,  Octol)er,  iwtm. 

Privates: 

L,  D,  Arnold,    Transferred  to  (ith  United  States  cavalry. 
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€.  A.  Adams.    Died  in  hospital  at  Washington,  November,  1862. 

N.  Backus. 

G.  Baker. 

L.  Bang.    Discharged  for  disability. 

D.  Barnhart,  Jr.    Discharged  for  disability. 
G.  \V.  Beard.    Transferred  to  invalid  corps. 

J.  H.  Beaty.    Killed  May  12, 1864,  in  the  l)attle  near  Spottsylvania. 

H.  Bloom.    Transferred  to  United  States  service. 

X.  J.  Brandeberry.    Discharged  for  disability. 

J.  Brandeberry.    Missing;  supposed  to  have  deserted. 

G.  W.  Brestel. 

H.  Breiner. 

G.  Brown. 

J.  L.  Camp.  Discharged  for  disability  from  wounds  received  at  Winchester. 

J.  W.  Canary-. 

F.  X.  Colwell. 

A.  D.  Colwell. 

Philip  Diehl. 

A.  J.  Dildine.    Killed  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  July  8, 18<«. 

S.  II.  Dildine. 

M.  Dowd.    Died  in  hospital  at  Grafton,  Virginia,  September.  IWil . 

E.  A.  Fahnestock.    Discharged  for  disability. 
J.  Fell. 

A.  Fortney. 
J.  X.  Green. 

T.  J.  (iriese.    Missing:  supposed  to  have  been  captured  at  the  battle  in 
the  Wilderness. 

D.  Gross. 

II.  Ilarbaugh. 

William  W.  Hathaway.    Discharged  for  disability. 
II.  lleisserman.    Discharged  for  disability  from  wounds  received  Decem- 
ber 18, 1W52. 
J.  A.  Hoover.    Discharged  for  disability. 
Philip  Johnson.    Discharged  for  disabilit>'. 

E.  Jones.    Died  from  wounds  received  at  Gettj'sburg. 
J.  K.  Kershner. 

A.  R.  Kieffer.    Discharged  for  disability. 
C.  Lampsin,  Jr. 
II.  L.  Langdon. 
J.  R.  Lewis. 

J.  B.  Lightcap.    Transferred  to  6th  U.  S.  cavalry. 
M.  B.  Linn.    Died  in  hospital,  at  Grafton,  Virginia,  September,  18(U. 
J.  W.  Long. 
R.  Low. 
A.  K.  Miller. 

S.  II.  Martin.    Discharged  for  disability. 
Wm.  L.  Myers.    Discharged  for  disability. 

Wm.  Myars.    Discharged  on  account  of  wounds  received  at  Gettysburg, 
July  3, 1863. 
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C.  T.  Kaylor. 
Wm.  Nuson. 

Joseph  Niison. 

J.  H.  Xichols. 

A,  J.  Orme.    Transferi-ea  to  Bth  V,  S.  cavalo^ 

A,  Pulmer, 

Wm.  IL  Pockmyer,    Disduirgetl  for  liisabiUty  from  wounda  received  at 
Aiiteitam,  September  IX  lHfi2. 

J.  J-  RaiiclL     Kille(l  in  the  battle  of  riettysbnrg,  July  3,  186:*. 

Charleji  Koudi.    Diod  in  the  hospital  at  Oakland*  September.  l.Hfir 

IL  H,  Bay. 

J,  Redil.    Disfliurjiyed  for  disability. 

Wm.  P.  RinhardsoTh    Killed  at  Anteitam,  September  17. 1SB2.  * 

A.  Shertzberg,    Diacharged  for  disability. 

A.  Shreiiier. 

Charles  Seewald.    Died  in  hospital  at  Washington  from  wounds  roceivcd 
at  i;ettysburg.  Jnly  H.  IwVi, 

M.  Slart. 

S,  C,  Sloat.    Transferred  lo  Invalid  coi-ps* 

J.  Smith. 

L.  Snover,    Appointed  commissary  sergeant, 

J,  W.  Snyder. 

J.  H.  Sopher. 

Charles  Sener, 

P.  Stoner, 

Atiel  Swalley, 

.L  Teaeh.    Discliarged  for  disability. 

IL  G»  Thnrwaecliter.    Discharged  for  disability, 

X.  Walther* 

L.  Watcher. 

J.  Washnieh.    Kit  let!  l>efore  Petersbnrg, 

D.  (t,  Watson. 

G.  W.  White.    Discharged  for  disability, 

D.  Yunker.    Killed  at  Anteitam,  September  17, 18^2. 
\\\  IL  Ihias. 

S»  Z*  Beams.    Discharged  for  disability  from  wounds  received  while  oitj 
picket  duty  at  Komney. 

This  regiment  had  a  bloody  history,  and  covered  itself  all  over  will 
glory. 

It  enlisted  under  the  first  call  of  the  president,  between  the  i6th  an<j 
2 ad  days  of  April,  i86i,  and  all  arrived  at  Camp  Taylor,  at  Clevelandfl 
Ohio,  April  igth.  The  regiment  was  at  Romney,  Hanging  Rock»  Blue 
Gap,  Bloomey  Gap,  Ceder  Creek,  Strasburg,  Winchester,  Front  Royal, 
Malvern  Hill,  Germantown,  Fairfax  C,  H,,  South  Mountain,  Anieitam, 
Boonsboro,  Reedy  ville,  Leesburg,  HuUtown,  Snicker's  Gap,  United  States 
Ford,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Auburn,  Brisiow, 
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Robinson's  Cross  Roads,  Locust  Grove,  Mine  Run,  Morton's  Ford, 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania  C*  H.,  Petersburg,  North  Anna,  Cold 
H  arbor 

The  regiment  was  mustered  out  the  tjth  of  July,  1864,  by  Captain 
Douglass. 

I  am  indebted  to  my  friend  Andy  Shriner,  of  Tiffin,  for  the  tmmutfi 
of  company  v^' A,"  in  this  regiment. 

The  49th,  55th,  loist  and  123  regiments  O.  V,  L,  were  organized 
in  this  county,  and  the  names  of  the  officers  of  each  will  here  be 
given. 

Aside  from  these  organizations,  very  many  men  from  Seneca  county 
entered  the  service  and  joined  regiments  making  up  outside  of  this 
military  district*  Some  joined  Colonel  Bousenwein*s  58th.  forming  at 
Columbus.  Captain  Philip  Faulhaber  organized  a  company,  with  whirh 
he  joined  Colonel  Mungen's  57th,  A  goodly  number  of  men  joined 
Colonel  Buckland's  72d  at  Fremont.  Colonel  Louis  Zahm*s  3d  Ohio 
cavalry  was  joined  by  many  men  from  Seneca,  and  when  Colonel 
Seraphim  Myers  raised  the  107th  German  regiment,  at  Cleveland,  many 
joined  from  here.  Some  also  entered  the  naval  service;  so  that  if 
every  department  of  the  service  Seneca  county  was  represented. 

THE  49TH  o,  v,  1, 

The  49th  was  organized  at  Tiffin  under  special  authority  from  the 
secretary  of  wan  It  started  firora  Camp  Noble,  near  Tiffin  (the  old 
fair  grounds),  to  Camp  Dennison,  the  loth  of  September,  1S61.  It  was 
the  first  organized  regiment  that  entered  Kentucky.  The  boys  will 
always  remember  MumfordsviUe,  Pittsburg  Landing  (where  Colonel^ 
Gibson  commanded  the  brigade),  Corinth,  Bridge's  Creek,  Frankfort^ 
Lawrenceburg,  Dog  Walk,  Nashville,  Nolinsville  Turnpike,  Miirfrecs- 
boro,  Nashville  Turnpike,  Liberty  Gap,  Chattanooga,  Chickamauga, 
Orchard  Knob,  Mission  Ridge,  TCnoxville,  Dalton,  Resaca,  Dallas, 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Chattahoochie  River,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro,  Lovejoy 
Station,  Franklin,  After  a  severe  march  through  Texas,  it  was  mus- 
tered  out  at  Victoria  November  30th,  1865,  The  whole  number  in  the 
regiment  was  1,552,  of  whom  nineteen  were  born  in  Europe.  Eight 
officers  were  killed  in  battle,  and  twenty  wounded,  six  mortally.  Of 
the  privates,  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  were  killed  in  battle,  seventy- 
one  were  mortally  wounded,  sixty- five  died  from  hardship  and  disease, 
and  seven  perished  in  prisons  at  Danville  and  Andersonville;  six 
hundred  and  sixteen  were  discharged  on  account  of  wounds  and 
sickness. 


^H                45S                                       HISTORY  or   SSNECA   COUNTy.                                                  V 

^^^B                                                   OFFK'EES  OF  THE  49TU  BEOIMEKT.                                        ^^| 

^^^B           Colone1s-W,  H.  Uibaou,  Joseph  It.  Bartleit. 

^H 

^H                 LIBUTKNANT-COLONELR,                                    MAJORS. 

^^1 

^H             A.  M.  Blackman, 

Levi  Drake.  .                                   ^H 

^H             Levi  Drake. 

Benj .  8.  Porter,                                 ^^| 

^^H             Benj.  ij.  Porter, 

Samuel  F. 

^^M 

^H             Samuel  F.  Gray. 

lAither  M. 

strong,                              ^^H 

^H             Luther  M.  Strong. 

Jcsepb  R. 

Bartlett,                            ^H 

^H             Joseph  R.  Bartlett, 

Milton  F. 

^H 

^H             Milton  F.  MWm, 

J.  Kessler 

^^H 

^^1 

George  W 

.  Pool                               ^M 

^^H               burgeons— liobert  W. 

Thrift,  \V.  IL  Park. 

■ 

^H               Assistant  Surgeons— W.  IL  Park,  H.  B.  Lung, 

S,  A,  Smith,  8.  H.  Sjiiencer.    I 

^^M               rhaplaiJiS'ErotiiB  II. 

Bush,  George  S.  I'hilips. 

1 

^^m                 Captains; 

^J 

^H             A.  Langwoithy, 

Lyman  W.  Mow, 

Sheplierd  (;i«eii,            ^^H 

^H             Benj.  S.  Porter. 

John  E.  McCormack, 

Theodore  C.  Pero.         ^H 

^^1             Amos  Keller. 

Morris  L\  Tyler. 

James  Ewing.                 ^^H 

^^P             (;H>rg:e  W.  Culver. 

John  Green. 

Jacoli  Herr.                     ^^M 

^^H             XiithiiU  Callihaii, 

Hiram  Chance. 

George  S.  Crawford,      ^^M 

^H             Joseph  R.  Hiirtiett. 

Daniel  Ilartaoek. 

Dwight  H.  Cook,           ^H 

^^M             LiiUier  M.  Strong. 

Samuel  M.  Hanger. 

Francis  H.  Stewart,       ^^M 

^H             Orrin  B.  It  ayes. 

John  L.  Hoi  lope  ter, 

Milton  F.  Miles,             ^H 

^^1             (renr^e  E.  Lovejoy. 

J,  Kessler, 

Nathan  L,  Lutz,             ^^M 

^^M             tiames  M.  Patt^^rnon. 

George  W.  Po4>l. 

Anthony  W.  AdiiDis.     ^^H 

^^M             Satnnel  F.  (xray. 

Thomas  J.  Ray. 

Jonathan  R,  Rapp.        ^^H 

^^M             Jonas  Foster. 

^^H 

^H                 First  Lieutenants: 

^H 

^H             Charles  A.  Nort^m. 

Henry  A,  Spay  the. 

Nathan  L.  Lntz.             ^^H 

^H             Samnt'l  F,  Gray, 

James  A.  Redman. 

Daniel  M.  Fultz,             ^^M 

^^m             .John  K.  MeCormack. 

Milton  Cowgill, 

Anthony  W.  Adunis,     ^^^ 

^^M              Aaron  11.  Keller. 

Sheppard  (ireen. 

Jonatlian  J.  Rapp,          ^^H 

^^M             Jiic*oti  M osier. 

Jaeob  C.  Milkr. 

John  \'andenbnrgf          ^^H 

^^M             Jonas  Foster. 

Theodore  C.  Pero. 

Edwin  P.  Daudt             ^^H 

^^1             M{»rns  <;.  Tyler, 

George  W.  PtK>l, 

Jacob  W.  nine.              ^^H 

^H             Daniel  Haitsock. 

Thomas  J.  Ray, 

John  J.  Fr>\                   ^^H 

^H             Hiram  Chanee. 

James  Ewing, 

Charles  W.  Eiiglaufl,     ^^ 

^H             Alonzo  F,  Prentice. 

Isiiar  11.  White, 

fieorge  W.  Vail,                   M 

^H              William  C.  Tnrner, 

John  C.  Ramsey, 

Ezra  P.  Phelps.                ^H 

^^1             Jaine»  W.  Davidson. 

Jmoh  He  IT, 

James  F.  Harper,          ^^H 

^H              William  Mailin. 

John  (ilick. 

Jolm  H.  Varger,            ^^H 

^H              Moses  Abbott. 

Silas  \\\  Simons, 

James  J .  Zint,               ^^H 

^m            i\  W.  Drake. 

Charles  Wallace, 

Conrad  Flaugber,           ^^f 

^^1            John  (ireen. 

(ieorge  S.  Crawford, 

H.  H.  Fausey.                ^H 

^^1             John  L.  Hotlojieter. 

Dwigbt  R.  Cook, 

Caspar  Snyder,                 ^^M 

^H             John  Kessler. 

Francis  R.  Stewart, 

Franklin  H.  Gibbous,     ^^ 

^H             Samuel  M.  Harper, 

Jolui  K.  Gibs(m, 

William  Whittucker,           ■ 

^H             Milton  F.  Miles. 

• 

$$m   RKGOCKKT  < 


«» 


if  aD  tlie  ibov«««f^  $eGOod  IkvienAau  Aod  promoted. 

>  Gtbdoo  owiiawnrtcd  a  brigidc.  hv  v^rru*^  ^rh^^  r^iiit^  dnrii^ 
mboat  two-iyfds  of  Us  term  of  serrtce. 

He  is  adjnimiit  feoctal  of  the  stmte  at  thss  wimng* 

THE  SSTK  o.  V.  1. 

This  r^mcnt  went  mto  cxiii;vmt  Norwmlk*  Ohio*  on  the  17  th  diy  of 
October,  t36T,  where  it  wa§  kept,  wasting  time,  until  lantiary  t5th» 
1^2,  when  it  was  ordered  to  Grafton  and  New  Creek,  Virginia,  At 
Grafton  the  regiment  suffered  severely  from  meaAch.  Ai  one  time 
over  four  hundred  men  were  on  the  sick  U*t,  The  regiment  look  part 
in  the  following  battles,  via:  McDowell,  or  Blue  Pasture  Mountain, 
Cross  Key  St  Slaughter  Mountain,  Bull  Run,  The  regiment  arrived  At 
Chancenor\'ilk  on  the  30th  of  January,  1863^  where  it  look  position  in 
the  second  brigade.  The  battle  opened  about  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, the  rebels  in  strong  force  upon  the  right.  The  nutional  troops 
were  preparing  supper «  and  no  scouts  had  been  scut  out,  hem  c  the 
aUack  was  a  surprise.  The  first  regiment  on  the  extreme  right  hud 
three  hundred  and  fifty  guns  stacked,  and  U|yon  the  firnt  fire  from  the 
rebels,  this  regiment  fell  ^pon  the  sec«mii.  and  they  not  being  able  to 
stand  the  fire,  fell  back  also.  The  remainder  of  the  brigade  aUo  re- 
treated to  the  left.  Regiment  after  regiment  was  compelled  to  fall  back, 
including  the  55lh,  The  retreat  became  general,  and  was  only  checkctl 
by  the  darkness  of  the  night.  In  this  engagement  the  55lh  lost  one 
hundred  and  three  men  killed,  wounded  and  misning,  » 

This  regiment  was  also  present  at  Gettysburg,  where  it  lo!it  about 
fifty  men,  and  at  Chattanooga,  On  the  ist  of  January,  1H64,  the  regi- 
ment re- enlisted  with  three  hundred  and  ninety  men,  and  re  assembled 
on  the  22d  of  February.  It  then  participated  in  all  the  battlen  of  the 
20th  corps.  At  thfle  battle  of  Resac^  it  lost  ninety  men,  May  i5lh.  It 
was  at  Dallas,  Cassville^  New  Hope  Church,  MaricilaaiTd  Kericxaw.  It 
was  at  Atlanta,  and  at  Smith's  Farm.  The  regiment  was  muitered  out 
at  Louis%nlle,  Kentucky,  on  the  itth  of  July,  During  it*»  nervice  ihii^ 
regiment  enrolled  one  thousand  three  hundred  antl  fifty  men,  of  whom 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  were  cither  killed  or  wounded  in  battle.  Kight 
officers  were  killed  or  died  of  wounds. 
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^^^^^H           Colonels— J.  C.  Lee, 

Charles  B.  Gambee,  Edwin  H.  Powers.           ^^H 

^^^^^^H            Ll£UT£XAXT-COLOKEt.&.                                       .MA.TOR^ 

^^^^H 

^^^^^^K         <Teorg:e  H.  Saffoiil, 

John  C.  Lee,                             ^^B 

^^^^^^^V        Charles  li.  Ciambee, 

Daniel  F.  J 

DeWoU.                   ^H 

^^^^^^^H         James  At. 

Charles  B.                               ^^^ 

Gandiee.                ^^H 

^^^^^^H         Edwin 

James  M.  .Stevens.                   ^^B 

^^^^H                      P.  Wieklmm. 

Rudolph  ns 

I  Bobbins «                ^^H 

Charles  F.                                ^^ 

Wickham.              ^^| 

Hnrt^\  ell  Osbon  1 .                    ^H 

^^^^^H            Siu-geoiis— J.  Kllng,  Jciseph  Uebble. 

JH 

^^^^^^H            Assistant  Surgeons- 

-Henry  K,  Spmmer.  J.  L 

,.  Morris^  Joaeph  H8H 

^^^^^^^H         Jumes  (*.  Myers. 

■ 

^^^^^^^H            (liHplaitiH— John  fl. 

W.  (Bowles,  Alfred  Wheeler.                                    | 

^^^^^^H 

^^^^^^H         Charles      Gambee, 

Albert  E.  Peck, 

Charles  M.  Smith, 

^^^^^^^H          AujkMtHtus  M.  Oorneut. 

Frank  W.  Martin. 

Aujr*  M.  Worinlej. 

^^^^^^^H          Horatio  M.Slii{JUiaiu 

Robert  Bromley, 

T\u\mm  W.  Miller, 

^^^^^^V                     C.  Brown, 

Frank  J,  Souler. 

Henry  H.  Moore, 

^^^^^^1          Frerlerick  A.  Wildman,    Cliarles  D.  Bobbins, 

John  R.  Lowe, 

^^^^^^^M          JaijK's  M.8t«vens. 

Hfnry  VV.  Persing, 

Jesse  Bowsher, 

^^^^^^H 

il  art  we  11  0  suborn. 

William  S,  Wickhau 

^^^^^1 

F.  IL  Boalt, 

0.  B.  (;ouJd, 

^^^^^^^1                        KobitiHOii, 

Ri>bert  \\\  Pool, 

Rusiiel  IL  Bever, 

^^^^^^H          Ell  win       Powers. 

Fnincis  H.  Moi-se, 

Benj.F'.  Evans, 

^^^^H          Benj.  F.  Ehlridge. 

Butler  Case, 

Joseph  n.  GHllup^^l 

^^^^^^B                       p.  Wickham, 

Charles  M.  Stone, 

John  IL  Boss,  Jl^H 

^^^^^^H 

■ 

^^^^^^P               First  Lieutenants: 

■ 

^^^^^B                 Hobert  G.  Penjiiti>;ton 

.     Frant  is  C,  Morse, 

Pliney  E.  Watson.     V 

^^^^1                  Benjamin  F.  EEdridge 

.     Hartwell  Oshom. 

Tlitmias  T.  Petit.       1 

^^^^H                  W.  I>.  Sherwood, 

Thomas  OXeary, 

Adam  C*ramer,           1 

^^^^H                 Ileriiy  W.  Persing. 

Butler  Case. 

Joseph  IL  Gallup^^l 

^^^^H                 Jnrob  TbimKis, 

<1iarlesM.  Smith. 

J(din  IL  BosH«  4rJ^^| 

^^^^1                 Charles  P,  Wiekham, 

Charles  M.  Stone, 

Lewis  Peek,          ^^M 

^^^^H                 Eudoiph  Eastman, 

A.  AL  Wormley, 

Alvin  B.  <  base.   ^H 

^^^^H                 Henry  ^liUer, 

Thoinas  \V,  Aliller, 

W.  E.  Chi  ids. 

^^^H                   Albert  E,  IVek, 

I'liarles  AL  Stillnian, 

W,  H,  Hessinfrer. 

^^^H                  Frank  \V.  Mailin. 

Henry  H.  Alofire, 

HeniT  B.  Wr 

^^^H                  Hirhard  F.  Patrick, 

John  K,  I^nve. 

Frederirk  Rtr 

^^^^H                  HoUeit  ISromley, 

Jesse  Bowsher, 

James  T.  Boyd. 

^^^^H                 Huytiiufid  Bnrr, 

William  S.  Wickham. 

John  Bellman* 

^^^H                 Benj.  C.  Tabor, 

0.  B.  Gould, 

Robert  Fewson. 

^^^^H                Cliat  les  D,  li^d^binB, 

Russel  H.  Bever, 

Thomas  ^S.  Hoaaler^ 

^^^^B                 Frank  J.  Sonter. 

Ben.  F.  Evans, 

John  Bnrkett, 

^^^1                      n.  UimlU 

James  P,  J*>nes, 

nenr>  J.  Pelt4:iii. 

^^^M                         \\\  Pooh 

Philetus  (\  Lathrop.     ' 

^^^H                    Most  of  the  foregoing  were  second  lieutenants  and  promoted.     1 
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Erie,  Huron,  Seneca.  Crawford  and  Wyandot  were  formed  into  a 

Tiailitary  district,  in   wMch  this  regiment  was  organized.     It  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  at  Monroeville,  on  the  30th  of  August,  1862,  while 
the  writer  was  busily  engaged  recruiting  the   123d  rcgimeiTt,  and  the 
isl  occupying  Camp  Monroeville  at  the  time,  was  compelled  to  sub 
ist  the  troops  on  the  fair  grounds  near  Tiffin* 

On  the  4th  of  September  the  regiment  was  hurried  over  the  Ohio  to 
"ovington,  Kentucky,  to  assist  in  dispelling  the  threatened  raid  of 
Kirby  Smith,  The  regiment  was  attached  to  Robert  B,  Milcheirs 
Jivision,  It  was  in  the  battle  at  Perryville,  on  October  8th,  and  before 
had  time  to  learn  the  manual,  but  they  bore  up  bravely.  It  was 
I  at  Lancaster,  Kentucky,  and  at  Nashville.  At  Knob  Gap  fight  they 
"captured  two  bronze  field  pieces,one  of  which  had  on  the  word  *'  Shiloh 
^The  regiment  behaved  like  old  veterans,  and  deserved  great  praise. 
The  1 01st  was  the  first  regiment  to  arrive  at  the  battle  field  of  Stone 
liver,  and  became  at  once  engaged  with  the  enemy's  out-posts.  It 
ras  in  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  changing  position  six  times  during  the 
ly.  The  lamented  Colonels  Stem  and  Wooster  were  both  killed  on 
le  front  line  on  the  right  of  the  army,  leading  on  their  men  to  deeds 
daring.  The  regiment  remained  in  the  fight  to  the  close  of  the 
battle,  losing  seven  officers  and  two  hundred  and  twelve  men  killed  or 
wounded.  All  this  work  of  bravery  was  executed  in  less  than  four 
months  from  the  time  the  boys  left  their  farms  and  workshops  to  or- 
ganize the  regiment.  They  were  at  Liberty  Gap,  Chattanooga,  Chick- 
amauga»  where  it  re-took  the  national  battery  from  the  enemy,  fighting 
over  the  guns  with  clubbed  muskets.  It  was  at  Catoosa  Springs  and 
Buzzard's  Roost, 

The  Atlanta  campaign  kept  this  poor  regiment  almost  under  constant 
fire.  The  were  at  Franklin  also,  and  at  Nashville,  and  were  finally  mus* 
tered  out  of  service  at  Huntsville,  Alabama,  June  12.  1865. 

It  is  said  that  at  Franklin,  just  at  nightfall,  this  regiment  was  ordered 
to  re-take  an  angle  of  the  works  held  by  the  enemy,  which  it  did  with 
the  bayonet,  and  held  the  position  until  eight  o'clock  P,  M,,  notwith- 
standing the  rebels  were  almost  within  bayonet  reach  during  all  that 
time. 

The  following  were  the  officers: 
Colonels— Leander  Stem  and  Isaac  M,  Kirby, 

IJErTENANT-COLONEL.8.  MAJORS. 

John  Trtiutii,  Moses  F.  Wofxler, 

Moses  F.  Wooster,  Isaac  M.  Kirhv, 

Joliu  Mehser,  Bedan  H.  M('r>oimldi 

Daniel  H.  Fox, 
John  A.  Luttimer. 


liedan  B.  Ml-IIouuKL 
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^^^^B           Surgeons-Thomas  M. 

Cook. 

^H 

^^^H           Assistant  Surgeons— George  T.  YiiigUiig,  Walter  Caswell,  Henry  F.  Lai^^l 

^^H                   Rtisuell.                                                                                                ^^ 

^^H 

^^^H           Chaplains— Oliver  Kennedy ,  Erastus  M.  Gravath.                                    ^^H 

^^^H            Captains: 

^H 

^^^^f        Charles  C.  CalHgan, 

Lyman  Pareher, 

Wm.  N.  Been               ^^| 

^             Thomas  C.  Femahl, 

Asa  R.  Hillier, 

Benj.  F.  Bryant.            ^^H 

^H              Bpilan  B.  McDonald, 

Daniel  IL  Fox, 

Henry  C.  Taggeit.         ^^H 

^^1              Henry  G.  Shelden, 

Leonard  D.  Smith, 

Ira  B.  Reed.                   ^H 

^H              Wm.  C.  l^arsoiis. 

Jolin  P.  Fleming, 

Horace  D.  01ds«            ^^M 

^H              l$aac  M.  Kirby, 

Milton  F.  Eljersole, 

John  F.  KefT,                ^H 

^H              John  Messer, 

Stephen  B.  Beckwith 

George  W.  Hate,           ^^H 

^H             JeBse  Shriver, 

Wm,  IL  Kelmer. 

James  M.  Robert.          ^^| 

^^1              Xewton  M.  Barnes, 

John  A.  Lat timer. 

Z.  C.  Butler.                  ^H 

^^M              Montgomery  Noble^ 

Robert  D.  LoriL 

^^H 

^^1              Franklin  Pope, 

(teorge  E.  Seney, 

^^M 

^H                  First  Lieutenants: 

^^M 

^H              Asa  H.  Hilljer, 

Jacob  Neuhart, 

James  M.  Roberts.        ^^H 

^B             J.  B.  Curtis. 

Wm.  IL  Kelmer,      . 

Elbert  J.  Squire.            ^H 

^^1              Lyman  Parcher* 

'Wm.  N.  Beer, 

J,  C.  Butler,                  ^H 

^^M             George  £.  Seney, 

Benj,  T.  Bryant, 

John  G.  Pettieord,         ^^H 

^^m             Isaac  Anderson, 

John  A.  Lattimer, 

John  S,  Milliman,          ^^B 

^H             .L  P.  Fleming, 

Henry  C.  Taggart, 

Wm.  P.  Myers.             ^^H 

^H              Milton  F.  Ebersole. 

John  M.  Butler, 

J.  i\  Smith,                    ^H 

^^M              Leonard  D.  Smith, 

l^b.  T.  Kline, 

Jasper  F.  Webster.        ^^M 

^H              Stephen  B.  Beck  with. 

George  W,  Hale, 

Wm,  R.  Da\i5.              ^H 

^H              Franklin  Pope. 

Homee  D.  Olds, 

( >rand er  J .  Benh a  m .      ^^H 

^^1              Robert  G.  Ogden, 

Charles  Mc(Traw% 

(^harles  Mosfoot.            ^^H 

^^1             Robert  Lysle» 

Jolni  F.  Neff, 

James  R.  Uomer.         ^^^ 

^H              Robert  D.  Lord. 

Inx  B.  Reed, 

John  Shuman,               ^^H 

^H              Daniel  H.  Fox, 

Alex.  C.  Hosmer, 

David  Allison.               ^^| 

^^M                Second  heutenants 

were  nearly  all  promoted  to  first  Heutenants,  ^^^H 

^H 
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I                                          ^^1 

^^m                 Most  all  great  men 

have  their  peculiarities,  and  Mr.  Robert  d.  Inge^^J 

^^1              soil   of  Illinois,  who  h 

as  made  the  christian 

world  in  America  say  many  H 

^^1              unpleasant  things  of  him,  because  he  doesn't  want  any  hell,  is  in  the  | 

^^m             habit,  when  driving  a  nail  where  a  strong 

point  comes  in,  of  $a>iDg:   I 

^H              **  Honor  bright;  now, 

,  be  honest"     In  the  little  space  that  shall  be   ■ 

^V              devoted  to  a  short  record  of  the   ifjd  O, 

V,  I  ,  I  would  say,  in  due   I 

^H              deference  to  those  who  have  written  or  spoken  of  this  regiment  with*  B 

^H             out  saying  a  word  as  to  how  it  was  raised, 

•*  honor  bright/*  gentlemen.  1 

^H              When  you  undertake  to  tell  the  truth,  tell  i 

the  whole  truth.     When  Mr   ■ 

^H              Whitelaw  Reid  got  u 

p  his  *'  Ohio  in  the  War/'  he  ditl  not  know,  per-   1 

^B^        haps»  how  the  regiment  was  raised,  or  care 

but  little  about  ihe  labor  {t  ■ 
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took  to  raise  itj  and  the  injustice  that  was  done  to  somebody  when  he 
said,  on  page  629.  vol.  11.:  "This  regiment  was  organized  at  camp 
Monroeville," 

Having  taken  a  very  active  part  in  raising  this  regiment,  and  having 
been  assisted  and  sustained  in  my  work  by  the  military  committee  of 
every  county  in  this  (then)  congressional  district,  and  other  good  men 
and  women  from  both  political  parties,  and  having  succeeded  in  a  nttost 
wonderful  degree,  I  have  no  apology  to  offer  when  I  speak  my  feel- 
ings on  this  subject  in  my  own  plain  way.     Having  stated  facts  as  they 

curred,  the  reader  is  left  to  himself  in  forming  conclusions. 

It  was  the  12th  of  August,  1862,  when,  at  the  solicitation  of  the  mili- 
tary committee  of  Seneca  county,  my  good  old  friend,  Robert  G*  Penn- 
ington, and  the  writer  went  to  Columbus  to  confer  with  Governor  Tod 
on  the  propriety  of  raising  another  regiment  in  this  district,  and  to 
procure  his  order  to  that  effect.  We  presented  to  him  the  fact  that 
Seneca  county  was  still  in  arrear  in  her  quota  of  troops  some  600  men; 
that  the  draft  which  was  then  fast  approaching  would  most  likely  take 
some  of  our  citizens  who  could  not  well  go,  and  that  if  a  regiment  was 
ordered  to  be  raised  under  the  leadership  of  the  writer,  the  committee 
entertained  strong  hopes  of  raising  men  enough  to  avoid  the  draft. 

The  governor  said:  "  Gentlemen,  I  appreciate  your  situation,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  all  you  tell  me  is  true,  but  I  have  no  authority  at 
this  late  hour  before  the  draft  to  order  the  recruiting  of  a  new  regi- 
ment. The  recruiting  must  stop  and  preparations  made  to  enforce  the 
draft."*  Mn  Pennington  undertook  to  tell  the  governor  who  the  writer 
was  and  what  the  feelings  and  hopes  of  the  people  were  if  he  were 
appointed  colonel  of  a  new  regiment,  etc.  Governor  Tod  said  many 
flattering  things  about  his  friendship  for,  and  long  acquaintance  with, 
the  writer,  etc.,  and  finally  said:  **  Gentlemen,  yoo  go  home  and  write 
to  Secretary  of  War  Staunton,  telling  him  just  what  you  told  me,  and 
let  your  congressman  write  or  telegraph  also  to  that  effect,  I  will  my- 
self do  so  to-night,  and  urge  the  order,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  obtain  it, 
will  telegraph  you." 

We  returned  and  reported  accordingly.  Urgent  appeals  were  made 
to  Secretary  Staunton  for  the  order. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  of  August,  1S62,  about  midnight,  a  rap  at 
my  door  brought  me  to  my  feet  to  let  the  military  committee  of  Seneca 
county  into  the  house*  Captain  John  J.  Steiner  had  an  order  from 
Governor  Tod,  authorizing  the  raising  of  the  123d  regiment,  and  gave 
us  time  to  the  22d  of  the  same  month  inclusive — seven  days  all  told. 
Instead  of  returning  to  bed,  we  aroused  the  printer  boys  belonging  to 


464 


HISTORY    or    SENECA     COUNIV. 


the  different  printing  offices  in  Tiffin  and  put  them  to  work  printing 
large  handbills  and  posiers»  calling  upon  the  people  to  stop  ail  other 
work  and  help  in  recruiting  the  regiment,  etc.  Meetings  were  held  and 
addressed  in  various  places  throughout  the  district,  and  companies <hat 
had  a  partial  organization  were  speedily  filled  up;  new  ones  organized 
and  filled,  so  that  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  day  from  the  time  of  re- 
ceiving the  order,  the  writer  was  enabled  to  telegraph  to  Governor 
Tod,  that  the  regiment  was  full,  awaiting  his  orders.  We  had  then  the 
minimum  number,  and  when  we  finally  gathered  at  Monroeville,  W€ 
had  1,063  men,  and  as  good  men  as  **  ever  drew  a  Ammer/'  Dunn| 
two  weeks  the  writer  slept  in  no  bed  nor  changed  clothes  tintil  the  regi- 
ment was  fulL  It  required  labor  and  money  to  accomplish  the  work. 
The  recruiting  service  was  exhausted  and  the  high  premiums  had  been 
paid  to  fill  up  old  regiments,  and  it  looked  simply  like  an  impossibility 
to  raise  a  thousand  men  under  these  circumstances  without  premium 
or  bounty*  Vet  it  succeeded.  The  loafers  and  drones  of  society  had 
all  been  enlisted.  The  men  that  made  up  the  ts^d  were  gentlemen, 
who  left  their  farms,  stores,  workshops  and  factories,  and  every  other 
path  of  industry,  and  joined  the  regiment  without  a  promise  of  bounty, 
and  from  no  other  motive  than  that  of  a  patriotic  determination  to  help 
preserve  the  Union  and  the  integrity  of  these  states. 

Colonel  Stem  was  ordered  to  report  with  his  regiment  (the  loist) 
at  Monroeville,  and  for  want  of  a  place  to  rendezvous,  the  com* 
panies  of  the  123d,  from  Seneca  and  Wyandot,  were  quartered  on  thi 
old  fair  grounds,  and  John  Reraele,  who  had  a  butcher  shop,  and 
Crawford^  who  owned  a  bakery,  subsisted  the  men  in  good  style.  The 
citizens  furnished  quilts,  blankets  and  comforts  and  camp  life  com*. 
menced  in  good  order. 

While  the  recruiting  was  proceeding  vigorously  outside,  the  men  we 
drilled  on  the  fair  ground  and  on  the  streets. 

Captain  F.  K.  Shawhan  filled  up  his  company  in  Tiffin  first,  and  the 
we  recruited  Captain    Zimnrer*s   company,  made  up   of  Germans.     A" 
board  shanty  was  built   on    the  southwest  corner   of  the  court  housc_ 
yard  and  a  justice  of  the  peace  kept  there  to  administer  the  oath  to  til 
men  as  fast  as  they  enlisted.     The  hotels  and  saloons  were  kept  opei 
all  night  and  the  filers  and  drummers  marched  up  and  down  the  street 
until  nearly  morning.     Many  of  the  men  were  sworn  in  after  midnight* 

Here  is  a  copy  of  one  of  Captain's  Shawhan's  handbills; 
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'"  strike  till  the  last  aimecl  fo^  expiries, 
Strike  for  your  alturs  and  your  llres. 
Strike  for  tlie  greeu  j^ravea  of  your  slress, 
Gml  iintl  your  native  land  !" 


AotUonty  lias  been  ^iveu  tliis  nnlitarj'  district  t-o  raise  another  regiment. 
the  123<l,  to  \h*  vumnmml^i}  l>y  t'oionel  William  Lan^f. 

The  regiujeut  must  be  on^fanixeil  and  tilled  by  the  :2j*1  of^  Au|^ist>  80  all 
men  etui  see  the  necessity^  of  lively  work.  I^et  every  patriot  in  Seneca  county 
put  his  shonlder  to  the  wheel ! 

Heneca  comity  will  get  credit  for  all  recruitH  raised  within  that  time,  and 
if  our  tjuolii  is  (illed  by  volunteering^  the  necessity  of  a  draft  in  our  county 
will  be  obviated. 

Recruiting  ollicen*  an*  being  a]>pointeil.  8even  days  are  griven  to  fill  up 
Heneira  companies.  Men  of  Senerii,  rally  !  rally  !  I  rally  !  1 1  Awake  I  Re- 
mj'Uiber  Unit  t lie  fortunes  of  a  hinnlred  genei-ation!>  are  at  sitake  I  Let  us 
show  the  parricides  who  would  de.stroy  the  Republic  Hint  Jihe  can  be  as  U'v- 
ritde  in  war  as  she  is  gentle  in  peace. 

Tiffin,  Ohio*  August  IH. 


Here  is  another: 


At 


WAR   MEETING! 

.  August  — .  1862.    Speaking  t>y  — 


Turn  out^  everybody,  and  (111  up  the  nuiks  as  volunteers  in  the  128d  regi- 
ment. W.  Lung,  (*oloueb 

This  reginienl  bas  just  been  authorized  by  (ttivernorTod  to  lie  raised  by 
the  ±!<l  of  August,  then  drafting  takes  idtK-e  without  fail.  ^'Strike  till  the 
last/"  etc. 

Recruits  wanted  to  (ill  up  comi»any  A.  which  holds  the  post  of  honor  in 
the  regiment. 

Headquarters  at  Tiffin,  Ohio.  1\  K.  SHA Wll  AN, 

The  companies  were  raised  and  subsisted  as  above  indicated  until 
Colonel  Stem,  with  the  loist,  was  ordered  to  Kentucky,  and  Colonel 
Jones,  who  was  the  commander  of  camp  Monroeville,  telegraphed  to 
the  writer  to  report  with  the  regiment  at  Monroeville  immediately. 
The  order  was  promptly  executed  and  we  entered  the  camp  after  taking 
our  supper  in  town,  just  at  dark.  There  was  nothing  to  live  on  in 
camp.  Several  boxes  of  tallow  candles  and  a  quantity  of  blankets 
were  all  the  101  st  had  left.  The  men  were  assigned  to  their  quarters, 
the  officers  of  the  day  were  appointed  and  the  camp  soon  became  quiet 
and  orderly.  Quartermaster  Brown  was  at  his  desk,  writing,  while  the 
writer  stretched  himself  on  a  pile  of  blankets  for  a  night's  rest, 
80 
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It  was  about  midnight  when  a  heavy  rap  was  heard  at  the  door  of 
our  tent;  a  Mr.  Brown  opening  the  door,  a  man  slipped  in  and  showed 
him  a  paper  and  retired. 

Mr.  Brown  then  catne  to  me  and  told  me  th^i  this  man  had  the 
appointment  of  colonel  of  the  regiment  and  his  name  was  Wilson,  Mr. 
Wdsou  used  to  edit  a  little  Republican  paper  at  Upper  Sandusky,  On 
the  next  morning,  taking  the  early  train  for  Tiffin  and  arriving  there 
early,  the  writer  received  a  dispatch  about  9  o'clock  a.  m,  from  Gover- 
nor Tod»  in  these  words:  '*  Mr,  Wilson  is  appointed  colonel  of  the 
123d,     Will  you  accept  the  lieutenant-colonelcy. 

D.  TOD/' 

It  will  interest  the  reader  but  very  litde  to  know  the  reason  why  the 
office  was  not  accepted,  but  my  answer  to  the  governor  is  still  presenxd 
among  the  archives  of  the  executive  office  in  Columbus,  and  it  simply 
says  that  the  kind  offer  could  not  be  accepted  for  the  respect  I  bear  to 
the  regiment  and  to  bis  excellency,  etc, 

N  Another  wrong  perpctratt:d  by  somebody,  worked  in  this  form,  vU: 
Upon  our  urgent  solicitation  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Rappe,  of  Cleve- 
land,  consented  to  let  my  highly  esteemed  and  kind  friend,  the  Rev, 
Father  L.  MoliHi  go  with  the  regiment  as  its  chaplain.  This  fact  became 
known  very  rapidly,  and  one  speech  from  Father  Molin,  in  Sandusky 
City,  was  s^jfficient  to  fill  up  Captain  Rigg*s  company.  Father  Molin 
made  every  necessary  arrangement  to  go  with  us,  and  when  Colonel 
Wilson  took  charge  of  the  regiment,  at  Monroeville,  Father  Molin  was 
left  out  also  with  the  writer,  ^ 

I  rejoice  at  the  fact,  and  to  this  day  it  is  a  very  great  consolation  to 
me  to  know,  that  Colonel  Wilson  took  good  care  of  the  boys  and  they 
became  attached  to  him  gradrtally,  but  the  manner  in  which  he  received 
the  appointment  is  no  credit  to  him  nor  to  those  who  helped  to  bring 
it  about.  A  few  words  more  on  the  subject  and  the  reader  can  form 
an  opinion  of  his  own. 

There  were  already  three  colonels  appointed  from  Tiffin  over  regi- 
ments raised  in  this  district,  Gibson,  Lee  and  Stem, 
♦  A  lawyer  in  Norwalk,  Charles  L.  Boalt,  took  great  interest  to  keep 
Tiffin  from  having  another  colonel,  and  went  to  Columbus  on  purpose 
to  carry  his  point.  He  there  found  a  little  inlelligent  baboon  hanging 
about  the  state  house  and  a  willing  tool  to  help;  and  while  Hoalt  suc- 
ceeded in  dissuading  Governor  Tod  from  giving"  the  colonelcy  to  the 
writer,  the  other  fellow  made  it  count  by  helping  a  relative.  One  thing 
will  not  be  denied  by  anybody,  and  that  is  this:  that  while  the  writer 
labored  hard  and  faithfully  to  raise  the  regiment,  and  spent  his  money 
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freely >  Colonel  Wilson  laid  around  loose  about  Columbus  and  simply 
did  nothing  for  the  regiment. 

In  the  winter  following  Governor  Tod^  who  was  one  of  the  most 
efficient  war  governors  of  the  north,  told  the  writer  that  in  all  his 
appointments  and  official  acts,  he  regretted  nothing  so  much  as  this  act 
to  which  he  had  allowed  himself  to  be  persuaded  by  these  false  friends 
and  designing  men. 

One  other  thing  will  not  be  denied,  and  that  is  this:  the  leading  Re- 
publicans who  took  an  active  part  in  helping  to  raise  the  regiment,  felt 
the  outrage  very  keenly,  and  expressed  their  opinions  at  the  election 
that  followed  soon  thereafter.  They  meant  what  they  said  in  October, 
1862*  This  congressional  district  went  Democratic  that  falL  and 
elected  the  Hon  Warren  P.  Noble  to  congress. 

The  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  service  October  lOthj  1862,  and 
immediately  ordered  on  the  march  to  Virginia.  This  same  O.  M. 
Brown  above  spoken  of  (E.  H.  Brownj,  who  had  been  left  in  charge  of 
stores  at  Petersburg,  on  the  evacuation  of  the  place  by  the  regiment, 
put  his  stores  in  one  of  the  churches  of  the  town,  set  fire  to  it,  and 
burned  both  church  and  stores.  He  was  captured  by  the  rebels,  but 
was  paroled  the  next  day* 

On  the  1st  of  March  the  regiment  was  sent  up  to  Winchester,  where 
General  Lee,  with  his  whole  rebel  army,  on  their  way*  to  Pennsylvania, 
passed  through  and  surrounded  the  town.  On  the  afternoon  of  the 
ijth  the  regiment  had  an  engagement  with  General  Early's  corps,  in 
which  it  lost  in  killed  and  wonnded  nearly  one  hundred  men.  On  the 
next  day  the  national  forces  were  driven  into  their  fortifications,  and 
kept  under  a  severe  artillery  fire  for  two  hours,  and  the  place  was 
evacuated  in  the  night,  leaving  the  guns  spiked.  When  four  miles  out 
on  the  Martinsburg  road,  the  regiment  was  captured,  and  in  the  attempt 
to  cut  their  way  through,  about  fifty  were  killed  and  wounded.  The 
whole  brigade  were  made  prisoners,  except  Co.  D,  of  the  123d.  They 
were  taken  to  Richmond,  where  the  officers  of  the  123d  were  in  Libby 
prison  about  eleven  months.  Colonel  Wilson  was  exchanged  and  sent 
home.  The  other  officers,  after  eleven  months*  confinement  in  Libby, 
were  removed  to  Macon  and  Savannah.  Georgia;  thence  to  Charleston, 
and  placed  under  fire,  thence  to  Columbia.  From  here  several  officers 
made  their  escape,  among  whom  were  George  D.  Acker,  late  sheriff  of 
this  county,  and  Thomas  W.  Boyce.  Colonel  Wilson,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hunter,  Captain  Chamberlain,  now  cashier  of  the  National 
Exchange  bank  in  Tiffin,  Lieutenant  Schuyler,  M.  H.  Smith,  Frank  A, 
-Breckenridge,  and  Charles  H.  Sowers  were  exchanged.     Captain  Charles 
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H,  Riggs,  of  Sandusky,  and  focmerly  a  Tiffinite,  died  in  Ch^rlestoi 
South  CaroHna,  September  I5tb,  1864.  Captain  W,  H.  Bender  died  i 
Columbia,  South  Carolina.  The  privates  were  exchanged  in  a  fe 
months,  and  sent  u>  Annapolis,  Maryland,  and  Camp  Chase,  Ohio.  Tb 
regiment  was  finally  collected  together  at  Martinsburg.  From  Ceda 
Creek  it  moved  under  Seigel  up  the  valley.  At  a  sharp  fight  at  Ne 
Market,  May  15th,  it  lost  twenty-nine  killed  and  wounded. 

The  regiment  was  under  General  Hunter  at  Port  Republic,  whei 
after  a  short  but  severe  fight,  the  rebels  were  whipped  and  2,000  pri* 
oners  captured.  They  were  also  at  Lynchburg,  from  whence  they  mad 
their  flight  to  Salem.  The  meh  suffered  very  severely  on  this  rctrei 
for  want  of  provisions;  some  died  of  starvation.  They  were  also  a 
Snicker's  Ferry,  where  a  number  of  the  men  were  killed.  On  the  2H 
of  July  they  bad  another  fight  with  the  rebels  at  Winchester,  where  ih 
iijd  were  driven  away,  and  they  retreated  across  the  Potomac  ini 
Maryland,  at  Williamsport.  -At  Berry ville  they  lost  twenty-five  m< 
killed,  wounded  and  captured.  They  were  again  at  Winchester,  whei 
the  rebels  were  routed.  Here  the  regiment  lost  five  officers  and  aboi 
fifty  men.  At  Strasburg  they  lost  six  men.  Under  the  command  c 
General  Sheridan,  after  bis  ride,  they  drove  the  rebels  at  Cedar  Cre< 
and  assisted  in  clearing  the  Shennandoah  valley  of  the  rebels,  i 
Hatcher's  Run  their  loss  was  quite  severe.  The  whole  regiment  w: 
captured  bv'^the  rebel  Howe  Guauls,  near  High  Bridge.  They  we 
carried  along  to  Appomattox  C.  H,,  where  the  rebel  army  surrenden 
to  General  Grant,  and  the  prisoners  were  thus  released. 

They  were  mustered  out  June  t2th,  1865,  at  Camp  Chase. 

Officers: 

Colcmel-W.  T.  Wilson. 


LIEfTHNAN^r-COLONEL^ 

Henry  B.  Hunter. 
Horace  Kellogg, 


MA.TOUJ*. 

A,  Bahlwiu  Noiton, 
Horace  Kellogg, 
John  W,  (1iaml>erlain« 

Surgeons— O.  Fenis,  William  B.  Hyatt. 

Assit^tant   Surgeons— J.  II.    Williams,  "William  B,  Hyatt,  NapoU 
Bri  shine. 

Chaplain— Charlea  G.  Ferris, 

Captains: 

J ol I  n  W ,  Ch  a m  I )«  rl  a  i  n , 
TTonirp  Kelliigg, 
Charh's  PanuKer, 
F.  K.  Sluiwhan, 
8amuel  VV,  lieiU, 


Ltmis  Zimmer, 
VilL  R.  Davis. 
David  S.  i^aUlwell, 
Willium  11.  Bender. 
Akmzti  Rohl>ins, 
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Curtis  Berry,  Sr., 
Charles  H.  Riggs, 
John  Newman, 
Richard  A.  Kirkwood. 

First  Lieutenants: 

William  V.  McCracken, 
Ed.  II.  Brown, 
Vill.  R.  Davis, 
John  F.  Randolph,  Jr., 
Edgar  Martin, 
II.  L.  McKee, 
Dwight  Kellogg, 
Alonzo  Robbins, 
Oswell  H.  Rosenbaum, 
I).  S.  Caldwell, 
William  II.  Bender, 
Randolph  B.  Ferris. 


Dwight  Kellogg, 
John  F.  Randolph,  Jr., 
Oswell  H.  Rosenbaum, 


Abner  Snyder, 
Benj.  F.  Blair, 
Caleb  D.  Williams, 
Harvey  S.  Beverton, 
James  H.  Gillian, 
Josephus  E.  Schuyler, 
M.  Hoadley  Smith, 
Frank  B.  Culver, 
Joshua  W.  Leonard, 
Thomas  W.  Boyce, 
Mentor  W.  Willoughby, 


M.  Hoadley  Smith, 
J.  F.  Schuyler, 
Joshua  W.  Leonard, 


James  B.  Pumphrey, 
Elmer  E.  Ilusted, 
Charles  H.  Sowers, 
Sherman  A.  Johnson, 
George  D.  Acker, 
Charles  M.  Keys, 
David  Miller, 
Frank  A.  Breckenridge, 
Frederick  W.  Wickham, 
George  A.  Scoby, 
James  Healer, 


Many  of  the  second  lieutenants  were  promoted. 


CHAPTER  XXVllI 

DR.  ROBERT  R.  McMEENS, 


**Miijesty  of  iHimnii  nature!  Shall  1  seek  thee  atooni^r  tlie  masses^  v  imi 
never  live  but  witli  a  few."— iSc/uV/^r. 

IN  the  preceding  pages  the  name  of  my  faithful  old  friend,  Dr. 
McMeens,  has  been  frequently  mentioned,  and  I  would  do  vio- 
lence  to  my  own  heart  and  a  long,  unshaded  friendship,  did  I  not 
devote  a  separate  space  amongst  these  leaves  to  the  memory  of  a  true 
friend,  who,  in  social  life,  in  the  medical  profession  and 'on  the  field  of 
battle,  everywhere,  was  so  distinguished  for  his  skill  and  his  many 
manly  traits  of  character. 

The  following  short  record  of  him  will  be  all  the  eulogy  micndcd. 
His  widow,  one  of  the  most  esteemed  and  distinguished  ladies  in  San- 
dusky City,  has  kindly  furnished  the  wTiter  with  records,  giving  the 
incidents  of  her  husband*s  closing  hours,  and  they  are  given  here  with* 
out  comment.  For  a  specimen  of  the  Doctor's  polished,  poetical 
genius,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  poem  entitled,  **The  Islands  of 
Erie,"  in  the  second  chapter  of  this  book. 

True  friendship  lives  beyond  the  grave,  and  fills  the  soul  with  hope 
like  the  christian  longing  after  eternal  life,  for — 

''  In  that  profound  and  firm  reality 
Rests  the  souFs  hope  uf  immortality/' 

Dr,  McMeens  was  born  in  Lycoming  county,  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  26th  of  February,  1820.  He  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania  in  the  spring  of  1841,  and  soon  thereafter  settled  in  Tiffinj 
Ohio,  where  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  where  he 
soon  secured,  not  only  a  splendid  practice,  but  also  the  esteem  and 
confidence  of  the  old  doctors  and  the  people  generally. 

On  the  31st  of  Augusjt,  1S43,  he  was  married  to  Ann  C»  the  oldest 
daughter  of  J^hn  l*jttenger,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  has  alrcailv  bet*n 
recorded. 

In  the  fall  of  I S46»  the  Doctor  moved   to   Sandusky   LUy,  where  he 
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lived  to  the  time  of  his  death  and  where  he  was  buried.  He  was  of 
rather  small  stature,  but  very  active,  and  took  great  interest  in  public 
affairs.  He  organized  and  was  captain  of  the  Bay  City  Guards,  one  of 
the  finest  independent  military  companies  of  Sandusky  City,  and 
assisted  greatly  in  the  organization  of  the  Monumental  Association, 
described  in  chapter  ii, 

Mrs.  McMeens,  in  sending  to  me  the  subjoined  papers,  said; 

Sandusky,  Ohio,  Hay  9, 1880. 
Jml(jf  H^  iMng: 

My  Dkar  Fiuend:  I  am  much  obliged  for  your  good,  kiiui  words,  and 
your  interest  in  my  loved  oute;  for.  altlinngli  lit*  ha.s  b»fen  Ut^ud  to  the  world 
for  nmny  yeiira,  he  lives  In  our  hom^.  1  cannot  write  ynuas  fully  as  I  desire  ^ 
Imt  wdl  give  you  some  itpms,  and  your  ppu  (*au  supply  the  rest,  for  you  were 
one  of  the  Dr»otor*s  faithful  tVieiuls,  anrl  he  was  warmly  attached  to  you, 
I  nnulose  dates,  ♦4c.,  aiul  a  i»ul>liHhed  article,  wntteii  hy  (;eueral  W.  PL 
Lyile,  of  ChicHinati;  also  a  letter  from  Dr.  Shu uiard  tn  Governor  Tod,  of 
our  Srjtate.  These  were  all  published,  hut  1  cannot  find  tht*  papers.  8o  seud 
you  the  original  letter.  Ever  truly  your  friend. 

ANN<\MiMEEXS. 
Doctor  Shumard's  letter  to  Governor  Tod: 

Medical  DiKEi^nm's  Ofkic-k,  i 
Dan  V I LLE.  October  ai ,  1 802.     I 
To  Hilt  ExceUencif  Om^frnm  Tody  Ohio  : 

SiK  :  It  is  with  feelings  of  the  deepest  regret  tkiit  I  have  to  announce  the 
death  of  Surjceon  R»  U.  McJileens,  of  tJie  :^d  regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Army, 
.wldch  occurred  suddenly  at  Perryville,  Kentucky,  on  the  night  of  the  3Uth 
inst* 

Surgeon  McMeens  was  among  the  first  to  oiler  his  serviees  to  his  country 
after  the  l>reaking  out  of  the  relrtdlion. 

Entering  the  three  mouths'  8crviee  ns  a  regimental  surgeon,  he  was  imme- 
diately after  ordereil  tn  Camp  Deuuisou,  where  his  gentlemanly  depfirtment 
ami  great  professional  skill  iM»m  won  for  him  the  esteem  iuul  ctmtideuce  of 
his  brother  othcers,  at  whctse  recjnest  he  was  appoirited  medical  director  of 
the  p(»st;  all  the  aiduous  duties  of  which  otlici*  be  performed  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  win  for  him  the  warmest  commeudationa  of  the  surgeon  general  of 
the  Btate. 

From  that  time  until  the  period  of  In^  death,  be  has  continued  in 
active  sei-viee,  tilling  many  impoi-tant  posititms  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  army. 

Shortly  lief  ore  the  battle  of  PeiTyville,  he  w^as  appointed  medical  director 
to  the  tnxips  under  the  command  of  tlie  lamented  Jackson,  and  after  Itaviug 
participated  actively  in  the  battle,  was  detailed  to  assist  in  taking  care  of 
Ibe  wounded  at  PeiTyville,  in  which  position  his  kindness  of  lieart.  scjund 
judgnuuit,  and  ^reat  prot'essioual  skill,  enabled  him  to  contrilaite  very 
largely  toward  the  relief  ot  our  sutTering  soUliers. 

lie  has  fallen  while  nidd>  workijig  at  his  post;  although  sutTering  greatly 
from  disease,  he  refused  to  abandon  his  wnrk,  and  performed  several  impor- 
tant surgical  operations  only  a  few  hours  before  his  death. 
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In  Uisdeatli  t!je  army  has  lost  a  kiad  hearted,  faithful  and  efficient  officfl 
the  country  a  pure  patriot,  and  the  medical  profension  one  of  its  bright<j 
ornaments.    I  am,  sir,  r(*s|Kirtfnllv,  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  G,  SnUMARD,  M.  TK 
Medical  Director  Uanville  DislrictJI 

General  W.  H.  I, y lie's  letter  to  the  CtHiinnaii  Commer^inh 


THE  LATE  DR.  R  R.  McMEENS. 

Editous  C'o>fMKUCiAL:  The  announcement  of  the  sudden  death  of 
distiuguii^ihetl  mefiical  othcer.  at  Perryville,  wilJ  be  reoeivetl  with  i»rf>riinnrf 
sorrow  in  Ohio.  Surgecm  ^fcMeens  was  one  of  the  rankinj?  medical  othcers 
in  tlie  Ohiojine,  liis  c<unmissic»n  in  the  servirp  bcari?iKdate  April,  LS<»1.  He 
was  MriginaUy  commissioned  suriyjeon  in  the  \\A  rej^nmentof  Ohio  Voliinteei's, 
a  veteran  re^rneut  which  did  good  servii^e  in  ^Mixinia,  and  w  hich  recently, 
at  Chaplin  HeighU,  side  by  side  w^ith  the  10th  oiUo.  the  loth  Kentucky,  tl 
4;id  and  88th  Indiana,  and  Loomis'  battery,  constJtntinj;  the  17th  brigad 
covered  iU*elf  all  over  with  glory, 

A  few  days  before  the  battle.  Dr.  McMeens  was  appointed  acting  ineditj 
director  of  the  10th  division,  commanded  by  the  lamented  Jackson,  of  Ke 
tncky .    The  writer  of  this  notice  met  him  at  iVrryville.  three  days  after  tl 
light,  apparently  in  his  usual  health  ;  but  it  is  quite  probable  that  over-ex< 
tion,  fatigue  and  anxiety  in  his  departni'^nt,  ha»l  liroughl  on  the  illni 
which  so  suddenly  ternirmited  his  career.    Surgeon  McMeens  wajs  a  resiidej 
of  Sandusky  tity,  Ohio,  wdiere  bis  professional  abilities  had  seenred  him  i 
extensive  and  remnnenitive  prartice.  while  Ids  estimable  qualities  endear 
him  to  a  large  circle  of  attached  tind  appreciative  friends.    Impelled  by 
high  sense  of  duty,  and  the  noblest  of  motives,  he  exclumged  at  the  ve 
beginning  «jf  the  rebellion  the  endearments  and  comforts  <tf  home  for  t 
perils  and  liardships  of  the  t^^nted  tiehb    Through  the  dark  ravines,  u; 
over  rugged  mountains  of  western  Virginia  under  Hosecrans;  through  Kcr 
tucky.  Tennessee  and  nortljern  Alahama  lunli-r  AlitcJiell  and  Rouseuu  :  and 
ba*'k  again  through  all  the  vicissitudes  of  Buell's  last  ejuupaign,  to  where 
terminated,  in  the  sanguinary  struggle  at  Cljaplin  Mights,  he  dischargi 
with  the  utmost  skill,  faitbfullness  and  heroism,  bis  varied  and  resfHjnsili 
duties,    llis  devoted  care  antl  watchfulness;  tlie  strict  observance  which] 
compelleil  to  the  laws  of  liygiene  Jind  police,  rendered  the  camps  of  hij» 
merit  at  Uuntsville  and  elsewhere,  moil  els  in  the  sen' ice. 

Othcers  and  men  had  implicit  faith  in  Ids  professioinil  skill,  wlvile  li 
noble,  geiual  and  chivalric  traits  t»f  character,  linked  all  liearts  to  him  1 
separahl V .  Xo  s*ddier.  however  bnmlde.  ever  coniplai ned  of  his  neglert,  m 
accused  him  of  sacriiicing  duty  t<»  his  personal  comfcut.  The  eye  uf  the  i 
valid  biigUteneil  at  his  presence,  and  as  he  moved  through  the  dreary  Iw 
pituls,ci*iwded  wiiJi  the  ^diastly  harvests  (if  war.  despairing  sufferei*s  turn 
toward  him  i\\\  their  pallets  and  smiled  hopefully  onee  more.  I5td(ivi*d 
lamented  by  all  who  knew  him.  a  brave,  wIiole-s(ud**d.  gallant  gentlema: 
thus,  with  •*  harness  on,"  dischiirging  faithfnlly  the  high  behests  of  tiia 
fession,  died  Ibiliert  R.  McMeens. 
Ohio  will  otter  up  no  nobler  siicrihce  oji  our  country's  alttir. 
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The  following  are  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  oi  a  meeting  of 
army  surgeons  held  at  Perryville,  Kentucky,  October  31st,  i86a: 

DEATH  OF  SURItEOX  R.  R,  McMEEXS, 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  siirjcreons  of  the  Ignited  SLiiti^s  jinny,  hi^M  in  Perry- 
villt*.  Keiitiu*k>\  on  the  'S\hi  day  of  October,  A,  D.,  lN#i2,  Surgeon  J.  G. 
tlut<'hi!t,  of  IvHutucky,  ntHtlicul  diri^ctor,  wiis  call«^tl  to  the  chair,  and  8ur- 
i^foii  Solomon  Duvis,  of  Indiunu,  was  apxiomted  stM7n*tar>'. 

Tht^  rhuirman  hriefiy  explained  the  ohjt^rt  of  the  meeting  and  aanonnced 
the  8Ud<len  and  unexpected  demise  of  an  eminent  and  distinguished  snr- 
j^enn  of  the  anny.  Dr.  Robert  R.  McMeens,  of  SamUiHky  City,  Ohio,  Wliei-e- 
11  poll  a  ronimittee  was  ai»pointed  ti»  draft  siiitable  re.stilntinns  of  regret  and 
eomhderict*.  consisting  of  Surjcjeonn  T.  li.  WiHiamH,  of  Ohio.  F.  (;.  Albright, 
of  Pennsylvania.  Assistant  Hnrgeon  L.  T.  Fuller,  of  Wisconsin,  Surgeons 
tf.  D,  JmH|ues,  of  Indiana.  an«l  A.  ii.  Ilat^^hilt,  of  Kentnrky. 

After  a  short  adjonninient  the  ci>mmitlee  reiKuted  the  following,  whiuh 
we  re  n  n a n  i  inou  h I  y  adopted : 

WiiKREAs,  In  the  order  of  events  and  the  fortunes  of  war,  an  eminent  and 
distinguished  metUeal  colleague.  Surgeon  Robert  R,  M«'Meens.  uf  Ohio,  has 
fallen  a  victim  to  disease,  superinduced  by  excessive  laU>r  and  exposure  in 
the  discharge  of  his  duty  t^i  the  wound e<l  soMiers  on  the  Jield.  ilnring  the 
battle  of  (Uiaphun  Hills  and  since  the  battle  of  Perry  ville;  and 

Whkhkas,  In  his  death  tlie  public  service  hua  sustained  a  great  loss,  and 
science  an  ardent  devotee  and  surgery  oue  of  its  brightest  oniauients;  and 

Whkueas,  He  has  y»eeu  eut  off  in  the  prime  of  bis  mmdiuod,  and  in  the 
mitlst  of  his  nsefuhiess;  universally  beloved  by  all  who  knew  Idni  intimately 
as  one  of  the  most  generons  and  noble-minded  men  in  all  relations  of  private 
and  public  life;  therefore, 

lirsolrfd.  That  this  meeting  U  deeply  impressed  with  this  sa<l  event;  that 
tliey  realize  the  loss  the  country  has  sustained  by  his  untimely  deatli  and 
the  sorrow  with  which  his  relatives  and  numerous  fnends  will  receive  the 
mournful  intelligencei  in  view  of  which  we  tender  assurances  of  our  pro- 
foimd  regret  and  heartfelt  ^ympathy. 

H*mlvtd  fnrthir,  Tiiat  >ve  tender  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased  our  sincere 
condolenc*e  in  tlie  melancholy  bereavement  which  she  has  sustained  iti  the 
loss  (d*an  ailectionate  and  devoted  busl>au<L  And  we  pray  that  in  the  con- 
solation of  the  christian  religion  she  may  lind  a  solace  in  her  affliction  and 
sorrow, 

Jir.tnlrcd,  That  the  prrK^eedings  of  this  meeting  be  signed  by  tlie  chairman 
and  secretjiry  and  published  in  the  papers  at  Sandusky  City,  Columbns,  Cin- 
cinnati and  Louisville,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased. 

-T.r,.  If  A TC HILT,  President. 

80L0M0X  DAVIS,  Secretary, 

The  reader  wnll  expect  no  comments  from  the  writer,  and  the  subject 
is  ended  here  with  the  effect  the  language  of  the  foregoing  documents 
will  naturally  create  and  impress  upon  a  noble  and  patriotic  heart* 
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ADAMS   TOWNSHIP — T.  3,  N.  R.   1 6  E, 

UNDER  the  treaty  of  Washington,  made  on  the  28th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, A.  D.,  1831,  the  Seoecas  ceded  their  entire  reservation 
of  forty  thousand  acres  to  the  United  States. 

By  the  eighth  article  of  this  agreement  the  United  States  are  bound 
to  sell  all  this  laud,  deduct  from  the  proceeds  certain  expenses  and  six 
thousand  dollars,  advmced  to  the  tribe,  and  to  hold  the  balance  of  the 
purchase  money  until  the  same  shall  be  demanded  by  the  chiefs^  and 
in  the  meantime  pay  them  five  per  cent  interest  on  the  same. 

The  agreement  was  signed  by  James  B.  Gardiner,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  Coonstick,  Small  Cloud  Spicer,  Hard  Hickory 
and  Captain  Ciood  Hunter,  in  behalf  of  the  Senecas,  the  Indians  mak- 
ing their  marks.  The  witnesses  were  Henry  C.  Brish,  sub-agent,  ^ 
George  Herron,  interpreter,  W.  H.  Lewis,  Henry  Tolan  and  P.  G, 
Randolph. 

In  offering  the  public  lands  for  sale,  it  was  so  usual  for  the  presidents 
in  issuing  their  proclamations  to  that  end,  to  except  the  school  sections, 
sixteen^  that  General  Jackson,  in  his  proclamation  of  November,  1832, 
putting  the  Seneca  reservation  on  the  market,  made  the  same  excep- 
tion,  which  was  an  error,  simply  because  the  general  government  had 
agreed  to  sell  the  whole  tract.     (See  chapter  x  ) 

Section  sixteen,  in  Adams,  was,  therefore,  not  sold,  and  whenever 
the  same  shall  be  sold,  the  proceeds  belong  to  the  Senccas,  if  any  of 
them  still  exist. 

This  w^as  the  only  section  sixteen  embraced  in  the  whole  reserve  in 
this  county*  and  for  want  c»f  a  school  section  in  Adams,  the  government 
granted  to  this  township  the  west  half  of  section  twelve  (12).  This  wa5 
done  in  1827,  and  four  years  before  the  Scnecassokiout,  In  Pleasant, 
section  sixteen  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  and  not  in  the  reserve. 
The  south  and  east  lines        the  reserve  did  not  embrace  sections  six- 
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teen  in  Clinton  and  Scipio.  For  further  particulars  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred to.  the  subjoined  documents,  which  explain  themselves. 

On  the  25th  of  October^  1^43,  Henry  Niles,  George  Kline  and  Solo- 
inon  Drpwn,  trustees  of  Adams,  filed  their  petition  in  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  Seneca  county,  in  which  they  say,  that  on  the  29th  of 
August,  1843,  they  had  posted  up  nine  notices  in  public  places  in  said 
township,  for  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  late  residence  of  Ebene^er 
Brown,  deceased,  on  the  30th  of  September,  1843,  ^^  ^^^^  o'clock  A. 
M.;  that  then  and  there  a  vote  would  be  taken  for  the  sale  of  the  west 
half  of  section  twelve,  in  said  township^  in  pursuance  of  an  act  passed 
March  loth,  1^43*  The  petition  says  that  the  meeting  was  held,  and 
that  eighteen  persons  voted  in  favor  of  the  sale,  that  the  papers  were 
all  legally  returned  to  the  auditor,  etc.  The  petition  prays  for  an  order 
to  appraise  and  sell  Thomas  R,  Ellis,  Jacob  Souder  and  Wm,  Toll 
were  appointed  appraisers,  (ieorge  Heroing  was  the  surveyor.  The 
order  was  issued  by  C.  F.  Dreisbach,  clerk,  and  H,  C.  Russell,  deputy 
clerk.  .The  land  was  sold  for  ^2,aoo,  and  the  sale  confirmed.  (See 
Chancery  Record,  vol.  4,  p.  421,  O.  L.,  vol.  41,  p.  142.) 

Now  ](  Adams  has  also  sold  section  sixteen,  she  has  for  many  years 
enjoyed  an  advantage  over  all  the  other  townships  in  the  county,  by 
the  interest  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  one-half  section  of  land 

It  should  be  remembered  here  (and  there  is  no  room  to  speak  at  large 
on  the  subject)  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  school  sections  six- 
teen, were  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  state,  and  the  interest  is  paid 
annually  back  to  the  townships  respectively,  Jor  educating  the  youth. 

On  the  30th  day  of  January,  1836,  the  legislature  of  Ohio  passed  an 
act  authorising  the  sale  of  section  sixteen,  in  Adams. 

On  the  3d  day  of  April,  1837,  another  act  was  passed  authorizing  the 
auditors  of  the  respective  counties  to  sell  the  school  sections,  after  a 
vote  was  had  for  that  purpose.  Under  these  two  laws  Levi  Davis,  then 
auditor  of  Seneca  county,  in  the  fall  of  1839,  sold  all  tlie  lands  in  sec- 
tion sixteen.  In  Adams,  made  deeds  for  the  same,  and  paid  the  money 
into  the  state  treasury. 

Thus  the  matter  rested  until  the  session  of  the  legislature  of  1845-6, 
when  a  joint  resolution  was  passed  in  these  words^  viz: 


PliEAMBLE   AND  JOIWV  KES(.>LtTTI0N 

Relative  lt»  the  t  Mnllrmation  of  the  title  to  section  sixteen,  township  3,  N.  E. 
H>  E.  Seneca  county. 

Whkuea^,  In  the  year  1H8«,  i^ertitmsL\t>een,  in  township  iJiree,  north,  in 
range  sixteen  east,  in  Senircu  coiuit>\  pursuant;  to  an  u*'l  of  the  general  usi- 
sambiy  of  the  statt*  of  Ohio,  paas«id  January  3Uth,  1886,  was  sold  as  land 
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appropriated  by  Ccmgri^ss  for  i\w  nse  {^f  sdipols,  nnd  full  paymt*nt  has  l»eeii 
made  by,  andd<^ed8  executed  and  deli  verted  t4),  tlie  purcliiiser»»  for  tlie  siime: 
and. 

Win;  UK  AS,  liouUtK  liavt*  )>€«eri  expi^nsetl  hh  to  tlie  title  of  the  puivluisers. 
and  as  to  Hh^  I'lpprnjinaliori  of  tliti  sai<l  lauds  for  tbe  ust^  of  scIu»o1h  ^-^  atid. 

WiiEKKASi,  In  tilt*  yinir  ls4o,  f)w  west  lialf  of  w*c'tion  twelve,  in  Hw  same 
township,  pursuant  U*  an  nvX  of  llu*  genrrul  assembly  of  Oldo,  pai^sed  Murrh 
loth,  184H,  was  in  like  manner  sidd  a^i  lauds  nppn^priated  for  school  purposoH : 
and, 

\Vm5RKA«,  It  18  lielievedthat  all  thepurehasei-sof  lK»th  tracts,  purvbiiHed 
in  tlie  t'onUdent  belief  that  they  would  arijuire  a  j^ood  title  by  gui^h  p^rcUast^, 
and  gave  fair  priees  for  the  lan<l  so  pinrhaHed  ;  and, 

WiiKKKAs,  It  is  ini'sumed  tluil  the  ljute<l  Stales  will  readily  rom firm  lo 
the  inhiibitant,s  td  smh  township  naid  seetiotr  jtixUn^n, ami  that  it  w*ag(  never 
intendett  tiy  congress  that  any  larger  quantity  of  lanti  shotdd  be  appropriated 
for  Huch  township;  therefore, 

Tttsotird  btj  the  [jenfrnl  ^t^srmhltf  nf  tht  itU*tf  of  Ohio,  Tliat  our  ftenaton*  and 
representatives  in  congresii  be  reuuested  to  use  their  intluerae  (o  proeun' 
the  pasHJige  of  an  ael  of  ronpi'ehs,  jirtividinu  for  Uie  eontirniation  (»f  the  title 
of  fteetimi  sixteen,  in  !Miid  townnhip,  lo  thost*  hohlluK  tla*  same  by  grants 
from  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  alno  for  the  payment  of  the  pnrehase  money  of 
the  west  lirtlf  of  seetion  twelve  inUi  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  of  the  sale  thereof. 

HrHofvtd,  That  the  governor  be  rcfpiested  to  forward  copies  of  the  above 
preamble  and  resolution  to  our  senators  and  repiH^sentfitivew  in  congress 
re^iieetivelv. 

ELIA8  F.  DUAKE. 
Spcttker  of  Uie  House  of  liepresentativf^a. 

SEAHl'KV  FORll. 

Speaker  of  the  Senate, 

Januahv  J  7,  IM», 

U  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that  the  legislature,  in  passing  the  fore- 
going bungling  resolution,  knew  nothing,  or  carc4  less,  about  the  treaty 
of  1H31.  William  Allen  and  Thomas  Corwin  were  senators  from  Ohio 
In  congress,  and  Henry  St,  John  was  representative  from  this  district. 
The  subjoined  docwments  will  show  that  the  preamble  and  resolution 
were  received  and  referred,  and  the  opinion  of  Ucnjamin  F.  Butler,  of 
New  V'ork,  then  attorney  general  of  the  United  States,  obtained, 

Mr.  Polk  was  elected  president  of  the  United  States  that  fall,  and  the 
war  with  Mexico  broke  out.     The  matter  slef)i  until  some  six  years  ago, 
when  the   writer,  ai  the  request  of  some  parties  interested,  caused  in-j 
quiry  to  be  made  concerning  the  subject,  upon  which  the  following  corre-| 
spondence  took  place: 
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Static  of  Ottio,  i 

AlTDITOB  OF  STATK'h  OfI'TCE,       ^    - 

CoLU>atrs,  Septemlifr  t5th,  1874, ) 
Auditor  of  Smeca  Cottnhf,  Ttffiu,  Ohio: 

Dear  Sm :  Ytiurs  of  the  UtU  iuat*  is  at  hand,  I  liuud  you  herewith 
copies  of  lietlers  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Laud  otllce,  dated 
July  21st,  August  10th ^  and  September  2d. 

Please  bear  in  mind  that  the  question  is,  liy  what  authority  was  the  land 
sold  for  school  purposes?  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  was  so  sold  in  1830  and 
IKHT. 

It  was  erroneously  excluded  fiTim  proclamation  of  sale  of  the  Seneca  reser- 
vation November  13th,  18:^1.  and  sold  as  srlHK>l  land  in  IHilit.  The  j^ovenmr 
of  Ohit»  was,  in  IH40.  advised  that  its  selection  for  school  purposes  was  im- 
proper, and  would  nt>t  be  suhniitte<l  for  the  approval  i>f  the  secretary  of  the 
tieasury.  In  184<h  Hon.  1).  L,  Yidee,  of  the  United  States  senate,  in  his 
official  capacity.  re<iuested  information  upon  the  subject,  Notwithstanrliug 
the  question  has  thus  lieen  agitjited,  it  does  not  appear  that  during  all  these 
years  it  has  been  Unidly  disposed  uf,  and  I  can  hardly  cuuceive  it  |>o!*sible 
that  the  parties  interested  shoidd  be  whf>lly  ignoi-ant  of  what  has  transpired. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  that  part  of  inwu  .S.  R.  16,  lying  outside  the  bounds 
of  the  reservation,  was  entitled  to  a  half  section  of  sihonl  land,  ami  the  west 
haff  of  section  12  was  selected  therefor  in  182H.  1  am  not  aware  tliat  any 
additiomd  selections  were  ever  made  for  the  township, which  isentitleil  to  a 
full  section  of  school  land.    Respectfully, 

JAMES  WILLIAMS, 

Auditor  of  State, 


State  of  Oitto,  i 

ArniTon  uv  State's  OFFrCE,        [ 
('uLrMurs,  September  2<)th,  1874, } 
' Hfm,  H\  Lamj,  Tlfflti^  Ohio: 

Dear  8iit :  Vcuirs  of  the  2ad  inst.,  in  relation  to  the  sale  of  section  10,  T. 
:*.  N.  R.  lii  E.,  for  school  puri>oses.  is  at  liand.  There  is  no  question  about 
the  lands  having  heed  sold  as  school  land  in  IK^tiaml  lsi^7,  paid  for  in  full, 
and  deeds  executed  therel'or  bv  the  governor.  I  can  send  yon  cert i  tied  copies 
of  the  same,  if  desired,  I  presume,  also,  that  tht*re  is  no  question  but  what 
the  section  should  have  been  sold,  with  the  balance  of  the  reservation,  for 
the  lienetit  of  the  Indians.  That  is.  it  shtadd  have  been  induded  in  the 
president's  proclamation  of  side  in  bS^l,  for  it  appears  that  the  subject  of 
title  was  brougld  before  the  general  assembly  in  1K4L  and  a  preandilc  and 
restdntions  passi^d  requesting  onr  senators  and  rcpresenlMtivcsin  ctuigressto 
procure  the  pasvSage  of  an  act  confirming  the  title  to  said  section,  in  said 
township,  etc,    (See  Ohio  laws,  v*d,  44,  page  2iK) 

Tlie  question  first  to  bedelermined  is,  did  congress  take  any  decisive  action 
under  the  said  resolutions  ?  It  appears  tliat  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
(senate)  on  private  lauds,  did  make  this(*ase  a  matter  of  incpiiry  at  the  Uen- 
eral  Land  otlice,  in  February,  lH4ii.  It  appeai-a,  alsti,  that  a  bill  was  passed 
August  Nth,  1^46,  relative  tcj  school  hnals  for  IL  13  E„  T.  1,  N.  (see  Inited 
Sttites  statutes  at  large,  vol,  9,  p.  H74,?,  but  from  a  somewhat  careful  examin- 
ation of  the  United  States  statutes  at  large,  vol.  t),  1844^-51. 1  do  not  find  any 
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l»<^isrfation  relative  U>  ttit«  ciijte.  In  1846  William  Allmi  and  Thumns  (*iirwlii 
I'HprfHi'riU'fl  thlh  HUxte  in  11  it*  rniUMj  Srat«*H  H(*nati*;  lion.  <'ciltitnlms  Ilelnno, 
8i*frf tary  of  Uk*  inti^riur,  rt'pnvs^-timl  Kimx  roimty,  and  llcniry  8t.  Jolm  rttp- 
it^8eiitt*d  SMtjH'fi  4'onnty  in  tlio  htnisc  *jf  n*piT»t^ntjitiv<^si*  If  llif*  latter al  tlmt 
timt*  did  not  pursue  this  t-mv  to  a  flnul  Umit\  it  is  pix>l>able  that  it  auwstaiKls 
pm'isidy  m  it  did  in  1H46. 

If  the  ai»e  remjiilis  iiiiaettled,  permit  me  to  ftujf;^»t.  that  It  ti*  properly 
stnlfHl  in  theprt5aml»le  *,ind  rewoluUtin**  of  Janimry  17,  IMtvund  a  ri'inedy  pm- 
posett.  i?Ufli  ;t  diMposilion  of  it  us  would  ^ivc  tin*  Indians  tin*  «nnie  rivi-niKe 
price  per  arre  as  was  r^aUyed  by  tlicni  from  tla*  n'niairiderof  tlu^  resenati^n. 
Would  l>e  ecjnilable,  and  J  shcndd  suppose  fialisfati^>iy,    Truly  yours, 

JAMK^  WILLIAAIS, 

Auditor  of  State. 

DlCJ'AUlMKNr  t>F  TttK   IXTKHtOK,  ) 

(iKSIfiUAL  Lasu  iUru'K,  } 

WASiliNciToN.  1).  i\,  Novendwr  IH,  IHT4,  i 
IK,  l^ntj,  Knq.,  Tijpn,  Ohio: 

Silt :  Your  If^tter  of  tbo  iith  inst,  is  received,  relative  toaeeUon  10,  T,  H,  N. 
R.  15  E.,  in  Seneca  county.  Ohio,  and  in  reply,  I  have  to  stati?  that,  by  theSth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Seneca  Indians*,  dated  February  li8, 18S1,  it  la 
stipulaUMl  that  the  land  in  (|  nest  ion  should  be  exposed  at  public  aale,  to  Uim 
highest  bidder,  and  hence  the  proposition  of  the  pres*«nt  claimants  of  Ihti 
landi  in  said  .seel  ion  b>»  as  stated  in  ycnir  h*tU  r,  to  pay  $1,2.1  per  acre  therefor, 
beiine  ceuitrary  to  the  express  [rrovisious  of  the  treaty,  cannot  lie  ent4;rtAin«^d 
by  till »  olU ce .    Re^pec tt\ d I y , 

S,  S.  Bl'HDKTT. 

CoaujuHRioner. 

Depahtmicnt  ov  the  Intkuioii.        ) 

(rKNERAL  LaND  OFKICK.  [- 

VVAtiiitNOT(\N.  D*  C\,  July  aiat,  1874.  \ 

Jftm*^ff  WiUiiimn,  Emj,^  Amlfif^r  Stntt  of  Ohio : 

Hir:  In  my  eommunicttti<ui  of  the  :^th  idt,  you  were  Jidvised  that  **tht' 
west  half  of  section  1-,  T,  ^,  U,  10  K,-,  situate*!  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio*  waa 
»eleeled  for  schools,  uniler  the  act  of  May  :i»>th,  1K2«1,  inlieu  of  section  ia,thon 
nwuiMl  by  the  Seneca  Indians*;  that  prior  to  the  ceanion  U>  the  United  States 
by  the  Senmsi  Indians  lin  their  treaty  of  the  listh  of  February,  1N31  j  of  the 
lands  t>ordehng  nn  this  tnict,  the  inhabitants  of  town.'i,  X.  R.  bl  E..  selected 
other  tracts  for  sch<K>l  |nirpo,HeH,  in  lieu  of  naid  section  15,  which  wh«  then 
uwued  by  sai<l  Indians,  anum^  whith  sMdeclituis  was  the  west  lialf  of  section 
VZ:  that  this  selection  had  be«»n  ai>prove*l  by  the  secr^-tary  *if  tin*  treasury  on 
th«*  1-lh  of  rlanuary,  1827,  and  had  never  b»^en  retroceded  to  the  Tnited 
Slates;  that  si*clion  15,  having  been  ceded  by  the  Indians,  it  was  provided  in 
artiidc  8  of  tlu' arlirh's  of  a^ifreement  and  convention,  ma<le  February  i^Htlu 
iKtl.  between  Ihi'  8cneca  Indians  and  the  rniteil  Staler,  that  the  lands  cedeti 
t»y  Hiiid  Indians  should  hi*  bnaiuht  iiit<»  marktt  and  sohl  for  their  beiieAl, 
tinil  that  there  was  no  evidence  tm  file  in  this  lilfice  to  sht»w  that  said  section 
sixtein  has  ever  been  proclaimed  for  public  sale,  aeeordini^  to  said 
iirticleH/^ 

It  now  appears,  from  a  further  investigation  of  this  matter,  that  the  whole 
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of  the  lauds  embraeewl  ivithiu  the  late  Seneca  reservation,  ou  the  8aiiduaky 
river,  in  towimhipH  2,  3  iintl  i,  K.  of  ranjorea  li  and  W  Ea^t,  funUiiniug^ 
4it(KHi  ;uTe8,  wore  solrl  in  aci'onhmpe  with  the  presitlenl's  pro<'lnmation» 
ilat**d  November  IH,  IK^l,  with  the  exception  of  the  hitl*  sertion.  whirh  was 
excloiied  erroiieonHly  l»y  the  naid  pmclamatiori  as  land  reserved  for  the  use 
of  schixds. 

In  y«Mir  roiomiinieation  to  thiR  office,  of  the  30th  ult.,  you  state  tbat  town- 
ship :J,  having  a  full  sectiiHi  h\.  the  same  has  been  sold  for  the  use  of  Miotda 
therein,  and  that  it  is  presumed  the  west  half  of  seetion  12,  referred  to,  be- 
hin^s  to  some  other  township. 

On  tlie  1st  of  Def»ember,  1H40,  the  governor  of  Ohio  was  advised  by  letter 
from  this  otliee  that  this  section  id,  hy  treaty  with  the  Indhuis,  is  to  be  sold 
ftir  their  iieuelH  as  other  parts  of  the  reserve,  and  could  not,  as  had  been  de- 
cided hy  ttie  atti>mey  j^eneral  of  the  rrdted  States,  he  set  apart  for  the  use 
of  st'hools,  and  that  under  these  t-ircumstances,  it.s  selection  in  the  present 
ease  lieing  considered  improper,  it  was  nt>t  submitted  in  the  list  of  scIumjI 
lands  for  the  state  of  Ohio,  for  the  approval  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

On  the  4lh  of  Feluuiiry,  ls4«,  this  othce  received  a  communication  from 
the  Hon.  D,  L.  Yulee,  chairmun  of  the  committee  on  private  lands.  United 
Stiites  senate,  enclosinj.j  certain  rescdutions  of  the  jefeneral  assembly  of  tin 
state  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  section  sixteen,  township  3,  X,  R.,  sixteen  E,, 
hi  SenGca  ci unity,  and  requesting  to  he  fiiniished  witli  such  facts  in  refer- 
ence to  the  subjcet  as  might  be  usefui  t^  the  committee,  and  In  reply  there- 
to, dated  February  7,  1846,  Mr,  Yulee  was  advised  that,  by  treaty  stivnda- 
tions  with  the  t?eneca  In<lians  tlie  sixteenth  section  in  (piestion  was  to  be 
soUl  for  tlieir  henelit  ra  other  portions  of  the  tract  ceded  hy  them,  as  per 
treaty  of  February  28,  imi,  and  could  not,  as  had  been  decided  by  the  attor- 
ney general,  be  set  apart  ftu-  the  use  of  schools. 

Also  that  the  west  half  of  section  t^velve,  in  the  same  township,  bad  lieen 
elected  by  the  inhabitants  lheret>f,  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth  section  prior  to 
the  cession  to  the  United  States  of  the  latter  tract  by  the  Indians,  and  the 
selection  of  said  west  half  of  secti(Ui  twelve  was  approved  by  the  secretary 
of  the  treaiinry  January  12.  1827*  And  also  as  per  article  eight  of  the  treaty 
refeneil  to,  ail  of  the  lands  tliereby  ceded  must  be  exposed  to  pid)lic  sale 
before  they  can  l>e  entered  as  other\%is^  ilisposed  of. 

The  '*  articles  of  agi'eement  and  convention  ''  are,  in  themselves,  clear  and 
unimd»i^u<uis;  there  is  no  exception  as  to  the  sixteenth  section.  It  would 
lie  an  infraclioj]  of  the  treaty  and  unjust  to  the  Indians  to  admit  any  claim 
on  the  part  of  the  state  to  any  part  of  the  lands  embraced  in  the  cession. 
The  doctrine  in  sucli  cases  is  stated  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Attorney-<  ieneral 
Butler,  of  Mandi  IK,  IHliB,  in  the  matter  of  the  '*hM*ation  of  the  Choctaw 
reserved  ion/'    iOi»inious  of  atti»rneys  general,  volume  3,  page  j6j. 

The  action  nf  this  oflice  lias  heretofore,  in  similar  cases,  «n»ij formed  l«i  the 
diK!trines  enunciated  in  this  opuiiou. 

No  reason  is  p*^rceived  for  any  contrary  course  in  tliis  case. 

In  view^  of  this  recitation  of  facts  and  authority,  it  follows,  that  in  the 
opiidou  of  this  otlice,  the  action  of  the  state  anthoritiesinappropriatijigand 
disposing  of  siud  8ectu>n  sixteen  for  school  purposes,  illegal  and  conveyed 
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no  title  to  the  purchaKers,  and  tliat  said  section  reiuaijiasiilvject  to  salt*  nm 
tlie  proviftiuim  of  the  eigbtli  s*^riiou  of  said  treatj'  of  Febniar>*  'J^\  1h:m. 
Rt^spfrtfully-  8,  S.  BIRDHTT, 

Commissioner^ 


/. 
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DKI'AUTMKNT  nF  TJIK  Tn TKHIOU, 

GkN  KK  A  L  ]  4  A  N  U  OfVU  K,  -  - 

Washikoton.  I),  r.,  August  10,  IW74, )  j 
JnmtH  WiUiafHit^  Eiifj,,  Audifor  Statr  of  Ohio: 

Sir:    In  the  matter  rt^latitij?  to  section  sixteen,  t4iwn!*Viip  3,  N.  R.,  16  1 
8HnH*a  r'oniity,  OhUK  ami  fully  livated  of  in  my  I'omraurucjitioo  to  yon  of 
the  2lst  iiltinn»*  I  have  lo  state  that  h  ropy  of  the  al>ove  c'ammnr»icalicni  was 
laid  before  the  liortorahle  secretary  of  the  inlenor  on  the  :i4t)i  ultimo 
t>l>l;iiri  hi»  ordern  in  the  nmtter  (if  the  ssile  id'  tMdd  Hettuui  sixteen. 

The  secretary,  l»y  letter  of  the  oUlti  ultinn*.  in  reply  to  the  alH»ve.  cc 
curred  in  my  opinion  that  said  section  sixteen  was  snhject  to  sale  inuler  Iht 
provisions  of  tlje  treaty  with  the  Seneca  Indians,  made  Fehrnary  2H,  Itj 
authorized  tlie  tract  to  be  sold  accordingly. 

In  yceordance  with  the  above  authority,  tlu^  register  and  receiver, 
(1jilli<'othe,  have  this  day  been  instnictvd  to  proceed  iu  having  tlie  al»ove 
tract  brought  into  market  by  publication  for  the  pt*rio<l  of  sixty  days  in  twn 
newspapers  having  the  largest  cirt-nlaticni,  published  nearest  to  the  premises^ 
and  at  the  expiratiou  i^f  the  above  period,  to  otTei;  the  said  section,  in  leg 
snlt-di visions,  to  the  highest  bidfler  for  cash,  and  not  leMi!^  tiian^L25  perac 
Bespeelfnily,  S.  S.  BURUETT, 

Commissioner  J 

Department  OF  THK  iNTEHiuH,        H 
(tknkral  Land  Offtce,  y 

Washinuton,  D.  C,  Septeniber2,  1874.  V 
JftfWH  Wlllhmtt.  Eittt.,  Amhfor  Shife  ofOhio: 

8m:    Your  letter  of  17th  nltimo  is  received,  relative  to  section  six 
ti>wnship  H.  X.  R.  l»i  K.,  in  Seneca  county*  Ohio,  and  in  reply  thei^4o,  I  lia 
to  state  that  on  the  Htst  nltinai,  the  register  ami   receiver,  at  Chillicotla* 
were  notitied  to  delay  proceediugs  in   the  matter  of  advertising  the  abq 
sectiini  b>r  puldic  sale  tmlll  further  orchis. 

It  is  not.  however,  to  be  undersUwMt  that  this  oiliee  hiis  changed  orm 
tierl  the  views  heretofore  expressed  relative  to  the  statns  of  said  sei'ti' 
and  unless  ude<piale  reastais  for  a  prolonged  suspension  are  shown, 
order  to  proceed  will,  at  an  early  day,  be  issued. 

Very  resi>ectfnlly,  8.  S,  BUR  I )  ETT. 

Commissioner; 

State  OF  Ohio, 
Auditor  of  Statk'si  Offick, 

CoLr>muH,. 187..  \ 

(Vtutihf  . I "<//'*»»': 

Please  excuse  the  hasty  serawl  emdosed,  which  is  of  value  only  as  ishoi 
ing  the  attitude  of  the  commissioner  in  the  nmtter.  'Hie  resolntions 
Jaioiarv  17,  1st**,  referred  to  in  the  corrcHpoudence,  will  lie  fomid  in  (>l 
Lnws,  vol  HUM'  \1J  v..  page  ijws,  Oue  would  suppose  that  the  matter  woi 
have  Ijeen  adjusted  on  etjuitalde  terms  at  that  date.    Tossibly  lliis  wiua  d«i 


If  not,  why  was  not  the  land  aold  for  the  benellt  of  the  Indiana  at  that  date, 
and  an  additional  half  section  of  land  granUui  the  to^^^lship  for  school  pur- 
poses?     -  RespeiitfulJy,  OHAS.  J.  WETMORE, 

Clerk  of  Land  Departmeut* 

The  organization  of  Adams,  noticed  in  chapter  x.,  dates  from  December 
6,  1826.  It  then  included  a  tier  of  sections  from  Thompson,  the  Indians 
holding  the  larger  portion  on  the  west.  The  first  township  election 
was  held  on  Monday*  Christmas  day,  25ih  of  December,  1826,  at  the 
house  of  Samuel  Whiteman,  when  the  following  ticket  was  elected: 

Clerk— Abrtdiain  Bine. 

Trnstees—Martin  Olds,  L.  T.  Butler,  Thomas  Longwith. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Charles  Shelby,  Samuel  Wldteman. 

Fen(;e  Viewers— G,  I.ee,  Samuel  llartsmk. 

Treasurer— Cyrus  Wright, 

SuperviBors— William  Myers,  William  MiaA   Fraiuis  Evans. 

Constable— Moses  1^  att. 

In  1850  it  had  a  population  of  830  inhabitants;  in  r840,  1,250;  in 
1870,  r,537.  James  Crocket,  John  Kersler,  Daniel  Rule,  Ezra  West, 
James  Mclntire,  John  Myers,  Nicholas  Noel  and  John  Paine  were  also 
among  the  early  settlers.     In  1880  the  population  is  1,624. 

Adams  has  a  great  natural  curiosity  that  has  become  fanious  by  the 
"water  cure"  establishment  near  Green  Springs.  It  is  the  spring 
itself  which  has  become  celebrated  by  the  excellent  medicinal  qualities 
of  its  water.  The  Hedges  springs  are  near  the  middle  of  section  seven, 
on  lands  formerly  owned  by  Josiah  Hedges,  The'Green  Springs  are 
just  across  the  line  in  Sandusky  county.  The  water  comes  out  in  large 
quantities,  clear  and  cold,  and  the  volume  is  neither  increased  nor 
diminished  by  the  change  of  the  seasons.  The  water  from  Hedges 
springs,  flowing  in  a  southerly  direction,  enters  Beaver  creek,  flowing 
through  Adams,  entering  Pleasant  In  section  twelve  and  turning  north- 
wardly it  enters  Sandusky  county.  This  creek  derived  its  name  from 
the  great  number  of  beavers  that  were  caught  along  its  course.  * 

Mr.  Hedges  built  a  mill  on  this  creek  in  Pleasant,  which  acquired 
great  popularity  from  the  fact  that  the  dry  weather  in  summer  never 
interfered  with  its  operation.  It  was  patronized  by  people  from  many 
other  counties,  Wood,  Hancock,  Crawford  and  Putnam 

On  the  26th  day  o(  May,  1839,  Jacob  Stem  secured  the  services  of 
David  Reeves  and  David  Risdon,  two  surveyors,  the  former  from  San- 
dusky county,  the  latter  from  Seneca,  who  surveyed  and  platted  the 
town  of  Green  Springs,  named  after  the  great  sulphur  sj)rings  in  the 
vicinity.  The  town  embraces  a  part  of  section  five,  in  Adams,  and 
31  • 
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part  tit  sccthiiis  thirly-one  and  thirty- two  in  tuwnsfnj) 
Sandusky  county. 

On  thefirst  of  Jannary,  r868,  a  water  cure  was  opened  for  the  rec< 
tion  of  patients  suffering  from  diseases  of  the  blood,  liver,  stomac 
kidneys,  urinary  organs,  and  all  chronic  diseases.  Many  legends  ar^ 
told  of  the  wonderful  cures  of  the  water  among  the  Indians,  blendfl 
of  course  with  their  usual  superstitions,  but  time  and  space  will  n^ 
admit  of  repeating  them,  nor  is  it  the  intention  of  the  writer  to  adver 
tise  the  water  cure.  Suftice  it  lo  say  that  the  cure  is  well  patroniii 
and  is  a  splendid  institution.  Jacob  Stem,  Daniel  H.  Dana  and  Bis 
Adams,  with  their  families,  were  the  first  settlers  of  Green  Spri 
In  1840  the  population  of  the  town  was  19,  and  now  numbers  so 
1,400.  It  ii  situated  on  the  Cleveland,  Sandusky  &  Cincinnati  r 
road;  has  three  Protestant  churches  and  one  Roman  Catholic  churl 
Daniel  H.  Dana  was  the  first  postmaster  of  this  place* 

Another  town  by  the  name  of  Adamsville  was  surveyed  by  Tho 
Heming,  April  30,   1846,    Henry  Kistter,  proprietor.     Hedgetown 
Sulphur  Springs   was  surveyed  and  platted    in     1833.     These   lowi 
together  with  Lowell,  were  all  failures  as  towns.     Green  Springs  is  n 
the  residence  of  Judge  Hugh  Welsh,  of  whom  mention  is  made  else^ 
where,  and  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  of  Seneca.    Mrs*  Ingh 
is  the  other,     Adams  is  one  of  the  best  townshi|>s  in  the  county,  inti 
iectually,  socially  and  every  other  way.     The  soil  is  rich  and  the  surface 
rolbng. 

Mr.  Daniel  Metzger,  of  Adams,  has  furnished  the  writer  with  the 
lowing  interesting  communication,  viz: 

ADA3I8.  March  22,  1S80, 

JJkak  Snt:  In  curiipUunce  with  yciiir  renut*st,  1  aeml  you  auch  statemei 
of  Adams  t^mnslnp  us  I  have  at  ray  command.  My  father.  Henry  Metzger, 
was  lH>rii  in  Pfunaylvanm  in  1797,  and  came  U%  Pirkaway  cnuuty  in  1812 wi 
his  fatlier.  Up  wan  married  in  that  county  tn  Catheriiit*  Wise,  whase  parei 
camt'  frcun  l^nioii  county,  Peniisylviinia,  jind  also  neUUMl  in  Pickaway 
1  MM>.  In  the  fall  fif  \K\^\  moved  from  Pirk.iwuy  lo  this  4'(innly  upon  tht'  farm 
whiMH  1  now  reside,  and  where  be  died  March  4,  l.HfiH,  Mother  wa.s  horn  In 
17VM,  and  if  .she  lives  until  the  14th  day  i>f  next  Anj?u»t.  will  be  Wi  year8  old, 
I  Flight  here,  and  while  reeording  this.  May  isjssti,  Mr.  Met/)i?er  inffirms  id 
Ihiit  his  mother  iHeilthis  morning./  ^ly  father  entered  this  lan<l  at  9 
l,;nd  tjttlee  in  nuryrus.  His  patent  iw  signed  hy  General  fhiek.son.  \\\wn 
we  moved  onto  this  farm  there  wan  not  a  tree  cut  on  it,  except  an  oecasional 
one  by  some  Xinirod  iJi  the  chase.  On  the  direct  rond  from  our  place  t4j 
Titruu  there  was  hut  ^me  Iuhjsc  until  wi*  arrived  at  Thomas  R.  Ellis*, 
that  was  Triah  KiJtbert's  small  eabiiK  The  iirst  time  we  went  to  Tiflin 
liadtocut  our  way   through   t|i   tlie  I'ortlantl   road,  near  Kghert's,    h\ 
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Hivwerman  wa*i  another  nM  spttlm%  lie  raine  in  1k:^U  from  Seneca  county* 
Xew  York.  Ut*  wftsborn  in  Pennsylvania  and  moved  to  the  »tat4?  of  New 
York  when  u  Imy,  jind  manitHi  hiH  wife  t  lie  re.  Her  maiden  name  wus  Mary 
Bitter,  who  wa.s  also  a  nalivc  t»r  Peujisyhariia,  The^ie  oM  folks  liveci  io- 
gether  as  man  and  wife  for  GO  vears.  B(»\verman  ilied  An^nsl  1»»,  \Hin,  a^^ed 
81  years,  (>  months  and  :^  dayn.  Ills  wife  iliel  snnn  aftei^  at  the  aia:e  uf  78 
years.  4  rnonthH  and  4  davH.  They  lived  and  died  on  the  farm  wdi ere  they 
settled  in  years  before.  John  Howerman.  a  brother  to  Jacob,  came  in  ISHl. 
He  Imd  served  in  the  war  of  181L*  in  Xew  York.  J^dnt  Petticord  came  to 
thi.H  lownHhip  in  is:in  from  Fairtleld  county.  Ohio.  John  Paine  came  about 
the  siune  time  from  Pickaway  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  married  to  a  Miss 
Lawrcrif^e,  who  is  still  living  anr!  in  her  !Kith  year,  and  cloes  her  own  house- 
work. Iler  husbttnd  has  lieen  dead  a  number  of  years,  lie  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  John  Paine  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  widow 
draws  a  iiension  in  consetjuence.  William  Myers  was  also  one  of  tlie  tirst 
settlers  here.  He  <'ame  from  Fair  held  county,  but  was  laim  in  Virjtirinia, 
His  wife  wa.H  a  Ctii*son  and  botli  lived  It*  be  very  old.  Ttiere  wt*re  also  four 
brothers  of  the  Whitennin  faruily  among  the  llrst  settlers  here.  They  **ame 
fnan  Pennsylvania.  Their  mimes  were Hamueb  Pauiel.  Jacob  and  Abrahiun. 
They  all  lived  bi  a  tine  «d<l  age,  bnt  are  now  all  deatb 

QuilH  a  uniid>er  of  our  yi>ung  men  went  to  the  war  agiiinst  Michigan  in 
ISVh  Those  that  I  rememlK*r  wei*e  8amuel  Metzger,  Willhtm  Paine,  Solo- 
mon Ho|>pes  and  Adam  8parle. 

Auoilier  old  settler  liveil  on  the  Kilbourne  road,  northeast  of  Hepuhlic, 
som«  four  miles.  His  name  was  Webb.  He  kept  a  small  store.  He  Joc^ited 
here  about  lH2li. 

There  are  f*nir  creeks  llowing  through  this  Lownship.  lieaver creek entei^a 
the  township  at  the  southest  corner,  nmnirtg  west  about  two  miles,  when  it 
turns  northwest  and  takes  up  tlie  Sulphur  Springs  und  runs  lanib  into  Sjiu- 
duskv  count>%  and  through  it  to  the  bay.  Sugar  creek  takes  its  rise  in  the 
nortli  part  of  Scipio  township  iind  enters  Adams  abiUitxine  and  a-half  miles 
from  the  southwest  corner,  and  taking  a  northwesterly  course  cro.sses  the 
Portland  road,  near  rJauiel  Rule's,  and  from  there  runs  w^esterly  into  the 
Sandusky  river.  Hog  run  heads  in  a  smal!  prairie  on  t!ie  ftirm  of  Xicholas 
Noel.  It  is  a  short  streavD  and  enters  the  Beaver  about  one  mile  south  of 
the  centre  of  Adams.  Emerson  <'reek  rises  in  the  northwest  part  of  Thomp- 
son, and  taking  up  the  waters  of  the  famous  Eoyer  ditcdi,  rims  nearly  due 
west  and  enters  the  Beaver  one  mile  north  of  Adams  centre.  There  was 
good  rlshiugat  the  mouths  of  hotti  thesp  last  named  creeks  in  early  days. 

Hoping  these  minutes  may  Iw  of  interest  in  you, 

I  remain,  respectfullv.  yoms, 

DxVNIELMETZtiER. 

^JOHN    NUEL 

VVaii  born  October  15th*  1777.  in  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Beamer  (who  was  born  in  the  same  state, 
July  J I  St,  1780/)  on  the  15th  day  of  June,  1801,  They  moved  to  Ohio 
in  iS22y  and  located  near  Massilon,  Stark  county,  and  in  April,   1830, 
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lo(  ated  in  this  township,  on  the  farm  where  their  son  Nicholas  now 
lives,  fifty  years  ago.     ' 

John  Noel  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  seven 
boys  and  eight  girls,  of  whom  fonr  boys  and  three  girls  are  still  living 
John  Noel  died  October  29th,  1863,  aged  eighty-six  years  and  fifteen 
days.  Mrs.  Noel  died  in  September,  1847,  at  the  age  of  sixty  seven 
years,  three  months  and  twenty-seven  days. 

DANIEL    RULE. 

The  sketch  of  this  vel€i  an  pioneer  is  given  in  his  own  words,  as  nearly 
as  possible: 

My  jrrandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  revolutionary  war.  ile returned  from 
the  army  and  died  from  an  aU*ess  in  his  side,  leaving  my  father,  Albert  A., 
his  only  child.  They  lived  in  he  southern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  where  my 
father  was  raised,  and  where  he  married  Kli/.abeth  Tivens.  My  parents 
m(»ve(l  to  near  Liverpool,  in  Perry  eounty,  Pennsylvania,  onto  a  fann.  ilere 
1  was  born,  on  the  banks  of  the  Sus(piehanna  riv<*r.  They  lived  here  al  out 
nineteen  years,  and  when  1  was  about  twelve  years  old,  we  moved  to  Colum- 
bijina  county.  Oldo,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  New  Lisl'on,  in  ISKJ.  My 
fi;ther  had  two  cliihln  n  by  his  first  wife,  and  four  by  his  second.  My  two 
si.sters.  J'arbara  and  Catluirine.  w(  re  married;  the  former  to  Luke  Stage, 
and  the  other,  who  was  married  twi<-e.  <lie«l,  and  left  two  daughters  and  one 
son.  wlio  live  in  Illinois.  Two  years  after  we  moved  toColumbiana  county. 
Wf  moved  to  Hloondield,  in  Tnnubull  county,  near  Warren.  My  father  had 
b<juj»ht  a  farm  here  and  we  settled  on  that.  Here,  on  the  7th  (hiy  of  June. 
1--L  I  was  married  to  Jane,  the  daughter  of  farmer  (Jrosscost,  in  this  town- 
ship of  nioomlield.  1  liave  also  a  brother,  Samuel  Rule,  making  four  of  U8 
childnn.  two  boys  an<l  two  girls.    Samuel  Iiv<*s  in  Illinois  now. 

In  IsiM.  inthesjuing.  and  after  my  brother  Samuel  was  married,  lie  and  his 
famil>.  with  father  and  m<»ther,  move<I  to  Scipio  township,  in  this  county, 
and  about  six  years  thereafter  they  sold  out  and  bought  on  section  thirteen, 
in  Clinton  township,  where  brother  Samuel  opened  a  nice  farm.  Fatherand 
mother  lived  witli  him  until  they  <liefl,  but  in  a  separatehou.se.  Fatherdiod 
in  l*^^'».  and  motlier  t\\o  years  thereafter. 

When  brother  Samuel,  father  and  mother  left  Trnmbull  county,  I  was 
married  and  cou]»l  not  «;o  with  them  that  spring,  but  I  followed  them  to  tins 
counl\  in  the  next  fall.  Here  I  bought  an  eij^dity  acre  ]>iece  in  Scii)io.  at  the 
land  oirne  in  Ilucyrus.  It  is  the  land  now  owned  by  Philip  Miller.  I  built 
acal»in  Immc  and  cleared  about  forly-live  acres.  My  family  were  sickly  nearly 
all  the  time  we  lived  here,  and  I  sold  tlM>  place  to  bu\  land  in  Adams.  My 
llr^t  |Mircli;iM'  in  .Xdjims  was  niie  bundntl  and  seventy-three  acres.  When  I 
mist  (I  n'>  r::l  in  li(  II  I  had  to  liijn^  ne:!rl\  all  n)\  Ik  Ip  w  ith  me  from  Scipio. 
tin  re  Im  ii!L'  but  \i]\  few  settlns  on  tin*  n-^Mve.  About  «»ne  >ear  after  I 
nin\((!  Ihii-  I  I  ni:'j|ii  ninct>-M  vrn  aril  >  fMiui  .loM*pli  ('nlberiM»n.  and  soon 
aflri- liuhix  At-u^  nioie  fmui  I)r.  St<  vcn>nn. 

.\  flri  \N;nd>  I  liniiirlit  iiinrt N -llin-i- jiin  s  in«)re  from  Mr.  It.  U.  Titus. adnnn- 
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istrator  of  Earl  Church,  deceased.    I  let  my  two  sons,  Isaac  and  Byron,  have 
one-half  section  of  this  land. 

I  still  remain  on  the  old  homestead.  My  wife  died  on  the  sec<Mid  day  of 
December,  1S79,  aged  seventy-seven  years,  nine  months  an(\  eighteen  days. 
Since  she  is  gone  I  feel  lost,  and  as  if  I  were  of  ijo  account  to  the  world.  We 
had  t«n  children,  viz :  • 

Lu(?y^  who  is  the  wife  of  Jeremiah  Egbert;  Elizab.;th,  th«  widow  of  Isjiac 
Stilhvell;  Samuel,  who  died  in  1S=>0,  when  twenty-four  years  old ;  AM)Hrl  .V., 
who  died  a  few  days  after  Simuel,  both  of  smill-pox  ;  Byron,  who  rnirnml 
Matilda  York,  of  Clyde,  Ohio;  Matilda,  who  died  when vSix years  oM ;  Mary, 
wife  of  David  VV.  Dudrow ;  Isaiic  P.,  who  was  wouiide<l  at  the  IntMi'  of 
Chickamauga,  and  died  next  day ;  he  was  lieutenant  of  (3o.  I,  KUst  n^giuicnt 
O.  V.  I.,  and  leading  his  company  when  he  received  the  wound ;  an»l  Daniel 
(\,  who  married  Elean(i*,  daughter  of  Earl  Church,  whose  widow  is  still 
living.  Our  youngest  child  was  still-born.  Five  of  my  (^hihUvu  are  still 
living.  My  two  sons,  Bynm  and  Daniel,  are  living  near  me,  and  doin;^  wi'll, 
and  so  are  also  the  daughters  I'have  left. 

I  knew  Small  Cloud  Spicer  well.  He  was  a  half  breed,  tall,  slend^-r.  widl 
proportioned  and  good  looking.  He  h\l  siu  ly  h  lir,  but  dr^ssvMl  like  the 
other  Indians.  His  wife  was  a  Crow,  and  a  (deaii,  pleasant  womiu.  Wlii^i 
I  came  onto  the  reserve  here  the  white  settlers  were  but  few,  'rlamesC'ro'ket 
live*!  on  the  Watson  farm:  Mr.  MeKwen  liveil  on  tii!.*  M'M'tMis  j)lar'e  ; 
'Squire  Rider  raised  a  cabin  on  the  place  that  Jacob  Holt/,  bought  after- 
wards; Slike  Clark  lived  near  the  river. 

I  was  born  ( Jitober  2.^.  1H<)1. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

big  spring  township. 

km;  sprin(;  township — t.  i,  n.  r.  13  e. 

THIS  township  was  organized  March  6th,  1833,  and  received  its 
name  from  the  big  spring  of  water  in  the  southwest  part  of  the 
township.  The  first  election  was  held  April  4,  1833,  and  the  following 
were  the  officers  chosen,  viz: 

Trustees— K.lJogart  aiifl  Hichanl  Keynolds. 

Clerk— William  IJraytou. 

Treasurer  — Hugh  Mulhollaiid. 

Fence  Viewers    Cnnielius  H(»gart.  Andrew  Springer  and  Joshua  Watson. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor-  Klijah  lirayton  and  Charles  Henderson. 

Constable— Austin  Knowlton. 

Mr.  Knowlton  is  still  living,  and  while  he  enjoys  good  health  in  his 
old  ago,  is  a  very  pleasant,  congenial  gentleman.  The  others  of  those 
officers  are  all  dead,  I  think. 

In  1S40  the  townshij)  had  a  population  of  925;  in  1870  there  were 
2,224:  in  iSSo  it  is  2,o4.S.  The  above  named  officers  and  John  Peer, 
Hiram  IJogart,  Ph.  Peer,  J.  Lu/ader,  the  Young  family,  the  Stiles,  and 
others,  were  among  the  early  settlers. 

It  will  be  noticed  th:it  the  first  settlers  were  American  born  and  no 
(Jerman  name  is  found  among  them.  From  1833  to  1842  a  very  large 
number  of  (German  and  French  families  came  on,  and  after  Mr.  Anthony 
Schindlcr  bought  land  and  located  in  section  twelve,  many  of  his  old 
neighbors  from  (iermany  settled  round  about  him.  Here  he  laid  out 
a  town  and  named  it  after  his  native  town  in  (Iermany.  New  Reigel. 
'I'he  old  (icrman  settlers  were  Anthony  and  Carl  Schindler,  Joseph 
IJischof,  Joseph.  Ste|»han  and  Landelin  Hrosamcr,  Ja<ob  Kabele, 
Mi<'hael  Schon,  Nicholas  Perl,  Nicholas  and  Francis  Fltig.  Peter 
Rinchart,  Michael  Wollv.  Nicholas  and  Francis  Ktchen,  John  Wagner, 
Ignal/  l.ehnhart,  M.  S(  hhuhter.  John  Moes,  Joseph  Ries.  the  Kern  fam- 
iiv.   the   DannenhoetVers,   the  Schiraks,    the    Seibenalers,   and    others 
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Among  the  French  families  were  the   Lafontaines,  the  Filliatrei^,  ihe 

Wcrnements,  F  CoUel,  J.   Mangeiu  the  Gilliaumes,  and  cithers. 

William  Texnpelraan  was  an  original  sort  of  a  character. 

My  esteemed  old  friend,  Theodore  M.  Frink  must  not  be  overlooked 
and  a  short  sketch  of  his  life  vrill  be  found  below, 

Charles  Schindler  moved  upon  the  land  where  he  now  lives  in  iS^^, 
He  bought  a  cast  iroDtStove  from  one  Jacob  Alexy,  in  Loudon  town- 
ship about  three  miles  north  of  where  he  lives  He  started  with  his 
leara  and  George  VVehrle  to  get  the  stove,  very  early  one  morning,  and 
after  the  stove  was  loaded  on  the  wagon,  they  had  a  very  slow  drive  with 
their  ox  team  through  the  swales,  They  stalled  many  times  and  when 
they  reached  the  cabin  of  Mr,  I.afontaine,  it  was  pitch  dark  and  they 
had  to  stay  all  night.  They  reached  home  near  noon  next  day. 
Charles  Schindler  was  born  in  Hechnigen,  Baden,  in  1805. 

The  Lawheads,  the  Bouchers,  the  Flicks  and  others  were  also  among 
the  early  settlers. 

The  Germans  will  soon  own  the  whole  township.  They  have  every- 
thing their  own  way  now  to  a  very  great  extent,  buying  out  all  their 
o\i^  American  neighbors  and  turning  Big  Spring  into  one  of  the  most 
wealthy  and  prosperous  townships  in  the  county. 

Elijah  Bray  ton,  in  1825,  lived  in  Crawford  county,  which  then  in- 
eluded  Wyandot,  and  soon  after  moved  to  this  township.  In  that  year, 
on  the  20th  o(  September,  he  lost  a  little  boy,  then  about  eight  years 
old»  in  the  following  manner,  viz:  The  child  had  followed  an  older 
brother  and  a  neighbor,  who  were  looking  for  cattle  that  were  missing, 
ant\  the  little  fellow  was  sent  back  to  the  house.  He  followed  the  path 
that  had  been  pointed  out  to  him  and  was  never  heard  of  again.  Upon 
the  return  of  the  others,  the  alarm  was  given  throughout  the  neighbor- 
hood and  everybody  turned  outt  even  the  Indians,  and  scoured  the 
country  far  and  wide,  but  without  any  clue  to  the  missing  boy. 

During  this  search  Neal  McGaffey.  of  Fort  Ball,  the  first  clerk  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  and  some  others,  ramped  all  night  on  the  spot 
that  was  afterwards  included  in  the  town  of  Risdon  and  which  is  now 
in  Fostoiia. 

The  town  of  Spring\^ille  was  surveyed  by  David  Risdon  in  1834  for 
Benjamin  and  John  Jenkins,  proprietors.  The  town  never  grew  much. 
The  spring  was  once  a  very  powerful  one  and  formed  a  small  lake. 
The  water  was  very  deep,  clear  and  cold.  Since  the  country  has  been 
cleared  up,  the  spring  has  lost  much  of  its  former  celebrity  and  would 
now  be  noticed  no  more  than  any  good  spring  on  a  farm. 

Thetownof  Oregon  (now  Adrian)  was  surveyed  by  R.  M.  Shoemaker, 


48S 


HISTORV    OP    SENECA   COUNTV. 


on  the  17th  of  February,  1844,  on  sections  35  and  j6,  nn  the  Mad  River 
&  Lake  Erie,  now  the  Cleveland,  Sandusky  &  Cincinnati  railroad, 
Eraslus  H.  Cook  and  D*  C.  Henderson  were  the  proprieti^rs.  Eli  Gehr^ 
Adam  Vetter,  John  (iants  and  Charles  Foster  were  the  first  settlers  here. 
The  town  grew  up  to  its  present  size  within  a  few  years  after  it  was 
laid  out,  and  stood  there  ever  since, 

Anthony  Schindler,  who  laid  out  New  Reigel,  was  a  very  active^ 
lively  and  enterprising  man.  Very  soon  after  the  laying  out  of  this 
town,  people  settled  in  and  around  the  town»  and  put  up  a  log  church, 
which  in  time  gave  way  to  a  brick  church,  and  that  in  its  turn  to  one 
of  the  largest  and  moit  beautiful  Catholic  churches  in  northeni  Ohio. 

The  town  of  New  Reigel  is  now  settled  up  by  farmers  who  have  be- 
come wealthy,  and  wish  to  spend  their  last  days  at  their  ease  near  the 
church,  and  a  brotherhood  and  sisterhood  of  the  *  Society  of  the 
Precious  Blood,"  who  own  very  large  tracts  of  land  near  the  town. 
The  sisters  officiate  as  teachers  of  the  youth.  Father  M.  Sales  Bninncr 
was  the  founder  of  this  order,  'and  the  first  priest  in  New  Reigel,  There 
are  about  sixty  persons  in  the  nunnery  at  New  Reigel  at  the  present 
time* 

The  land  in  Big  Spring  is  ver^  rich,  and  when  the  prairie  m  me 
southwestern  part  shall  be  thoroughly  drained,  as  elTorts  to  thai  end  arc 
now  being  made,  Hig  Spring  will  be  the  rich  garden  spot  of  the  county. 

There  is  a  stony  ridge  in  the  southern  part  of  the  township. 

Among  the  early  settlers  should  also  be  mentioned  the  Boucher 
families,  Peter  Lantz,  Isaac  Dewiit.  Frederick  Waggoner,  Ira  Tafu 
William  Blue,  Israel  Harmas,  W,  Burgess,  Peter  W^anner,  M.  Clark, 
Louis  Schany,  William  Clark,  E,  H.  Cook,  E.  Brayton,  the  Jenkin*', 
Joseph  Clapper*  John  Ellerton,  Henry  Mulholland  and  C,  WoolfurcL 

JOHN    YOUNG 

Settled  in  the  woods  about  half  way  between  Springviile  and  New 
Reigel,  in  the  spring  of  1833.  He  came  from  near  Canal  Dover,  where 
he  hired  a  four  horse  team  to  bring  him  here  It  took  him  three  weeks 
to  get  here^  and  the  few  inhabitants  of  Springviile  were  about  one-half 
whites,  and  the  others  Indians  Here  Mr  Young  met  a  man  whom  he 
once  knew  in  Stark  county^  by  the  name  of  Jacob  Gwyer  who  ottered 
to  pilot  Young  to  his  land,  and  said  he  lived  near  Springviile,  and  ^re- 
tended  that  he  had  to  go  home  first  to  get  the  number  of  the  section; 
but  instead  of  going  he  lingered  around,  and  was  seen  several  times 
peeping  into  the  big  wagon,  no  doubt  watching  for  a  chance  to  get  into 
the  big  chest     When  Mr,   Young  told  him  that  it  was  lime  to  get  the 
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map,  he  went  away  and  never  returned,  but  was  seen  by  some  hunters 
sneaking  around  the  camp  the  following  night,  dressed  in  an  Indian 
costume. 

On  the  next  day  Mr.  Young  moved  out  onto  his  land,  where  the 
family  was  lett  in  the  woods,  and  the  teamster  returned  to  Jenkins'  to 
feed  Jenkins  kept  a  sort  of  trading  post  at  the  Spring,  To  get  onto 
the  land  was  no  small  job.  There  was  no  road  that  way,  and  the  swales 
were  full  of  water.  Night  overtook  them  before  the  land  was  reached. 
They  imhitched,  cut  some  wild  grass  for  the  horses,  and  ate  and  slept 
in  the  wagon.  Mr  Young's  family  consisted  of  himself,  his  wife  and 
three  small  boys.  His  father  and  his  wife's  brother  came  out  here  with 
him  to  see  him  get  started  in  the  woods* 

At  night  the  men  took  turn  about  in  watching.  They  kept  up  a  large 
fire,  and  had  a  Newfoundland  dog  with  them,  who  saved  their  lives,  as 
will  soon  appear*  On  the  next  day  they  reached  the  land,  about  two 
o'clock,  where  they  hastily  unloaded,  to  give  the  teamster  time  to  re- 
turn to  spring ville  to  fiittd  his  starving  horses.  The  men  then  put  up  a 
very  temporary  shanty  by  planting  four  forks  into  the  ground,  upon 
which  poles  were  laid,  and  covered  with  clap-boards  in  a  very  rude 
manner.  This  **  Grand  Hotel  dc  Young "  answered  the  purpose 
about  ten  days,  when  the  other  house  was  ready  to  move  into. 

Just  as  the  family  were    about  to   retire  on  the  first  night  in  this 
shanty,  the  big  dog  sprang  out  into  the  darkness,  barking  very  fiercely. 
He  saw  a  man,  and  would  have  taken  hold  of  him  had  not  Mr.  Young 
called  him  away.     Mr.  Young  thought  it  was  some  hunter  or  friendly 
Indian  that  wanted  to  see  the  new-comers,  but  the  man  walked  away, 
and  Mr.  Young  concluded  that,it  was  Gwyer.     Mr.  Young's  horse  was 
let  loose,  and  the  cow  was  driven  away  that  night.     This  created  thej 
fear  in  Mr.  Young's  mind  that  this  plan  would  make  the  men  run  after' 
the  lost  animals  next  day,  and  give  the  villain  an  opportunity  to  rob  the 
shanty.     There  was  no  money  in  it.  however,  for  Mr,  Young  had  used 
it  about  all  to  pay  for  his  land.     Gwyer  some  time  afterwards  conrcssed, 
the  whole  plan.     The  men  were  on  the  lookout,  and  kept  themselves 
well  armed. 

This  Jacob  Gwyer  Was  afterwards  arrested  for  murdering  a  maul 
named  Boyd,  near  Bucyrus.  When  his  arrest  took  place  in  Detroit,  he 
confessed  the  murder  and  several  robberies,  for  which  he  had  never 
been  blamed;  also  liis  attempt  to  rob  Samuel  Young.  Before  the  day 
arrived  for  the  execution,  he  and  three  horse-thieves  made  their  escape 
to  Ohio,  and  Gwyer  was  re-arrested  near  Dayton,  where  his  wife  lived. 
While  there  in  prison  he  cut  his  throat  with  a  knife. 
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Samuel  Young  was  born  in  Washington  county,  !*ennsylvania,  August 
i3tb,  1794.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade.  He  married  Isabella  Sutton, 
November  17th.  iSiS.  He  was  five  feet  six  inches  high,  had  black  hair 
and  deep  blue  eyes,  light  com  j)lcxi<m  short  stubby  nose,  small  mouth  and 
chin,  and  was  rather  delicate  in  his  features.  He  spc^kesome  (lerman, 
and  was  always  very  lively  in  conversation.  He  was  a  pleasant  and 
peaceable  man  and  esteemed  for  his  good  tpialities  and  christian  bear- 
ing. He  served  on  juries  often  and  ret'used  several  times  to  serve  as 
a  township  officer.  He  died  niany  years  ago.  Mrs.  Young  is  still 
living  at  her  home  in  Adrian.  She  is  now  78  years  old  and  enjoys  the 
love  anil  respect  of  all  her  neighbors  and  especially  that  of  her  children 
and  grand-children,  who  annually  gather  around  her  with  their  smiles 
and  congratulations. 

Mr.  \'oung  was  63  years  old  when  he  died  here  in  1859. 

Mrs.  \'oung  was  born  December  31,  1S02,  and  enjoys  very  goo<l 
health  for  a  lady  of  her  age.     She  is  the  mother  of  ten  children. 

in  those  early  days  a  large  family  was  a  pride  and  a  glory.  The  sin 
and  crime  of  avoiding  to  have  a  family,  are  the  c  hildren  of  these  later 
davs:  sins  and  crimes  that  are  not  punished  by  law,  and  against  which 
the  church  shuts  both  eyes,  but  the  victims  may  be  counted  bv  the 
thousands. 

What  will  the  world  come  to  when  this  dreadful  crime  reaches  the 
masses  and  religion  fails  in  her  mission  to  save? 

IHKODOKE    .M.   KRINK,   KSo. 

Among  the  few  native  Americans  that  live  near  New  Reigel  and  have 
not  yet  sold  out  to  the  (lermans  is  Thgtxlore  M.  Frink.  Ksij.,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch. 

He  was  born  in  West  Si)ringfield,  Hamden  county,  Massachusetts,  at 
a  |)lace  where  Holyoke  City  now  stands,  on  the  south  bank  of  the 
(Connecticut  river.  When  about  17  years  old  he  moved  with  his  father 
to  Norlliamj)t()n.  ( )n  the  25th  of  A|)ril,  1X32  he  was  married  to  Miss 
.Sabeah  Torry,  and  in  May.  183O,  he  started  with  his  family  for  the 
west.  I'or  want  of  any  belter  < onveyance  they  took  a  canal  boat  at 
West  Troy  for  Uuffalu,  and  tVom  there  they  (  ame  by  steamer  to  Cleve- 
land and  then  made  their  way  to  Ravenna,  Portage  county,  where  a 
brother  «>f  \\i^  wife  ilu-n  lived.  This  brother-in-law,  'I'orrv,  had  a  son 
living  in  Tmuoc  htee,  who  had  come  home  on  a  visit.  With  him  S(|uire 
I'rink  <  anic  west  in  ( )<  tober  of  that  year  and  bought  the  land  where  he 
still  r^■>^l«U•s.  This  Uu)k  about  all  the  money  he  had.  and  he  made  his 
way  back  to  Ravenna,  one  hundretl  and   filty  mile^,  on   foot.     In  Janu- 
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ary  following  he  bought  a  yoke  of  oxen,  made  a  sled,  put  his  wito  and 
goods  upon  it  and  started  for  Big  Spring.  Hero  he  opi'nod  a  farm, 
where  he  is  now  comfortably  situated.  During  ail  this  linic  ho 
has  enjoyed  the  respect  and  esteem  of  the  good  people  o\'  Hig 
Spring  to  such  an  extent  that  for  eight  years  he  served  ihom  as  a  irus 
tee,  and  as  justice  of  the  peace  ever  since  iS^S.  What  boll  or  proof 
can  be  required  of  his  good  report  among  his  neighbors?  Thoro  is  no 
man  living  in  the  township  who  stands  better  in  the  eslooni  of  its  cili 
zens  than  Squire  PVink.  His  good  coimsel  is  sought  daily  antl  ho  has 
saved  many  litigations  by  his  good  advice.  His  first  wife  died  on  the 
3d  of  February,  1855.  He  was  married  to  his  present  wife  July  j^,  18O2. 
The  Squire  remains  among  his  neighbors  as  one  of  the  oldon  school, 
and  as  the  years  increase,  the  esteem  of  the  people  for  his  while  head 
grows  in  proportion. 
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TN  the  preceding  chapters  the  recurrences  to  Bloom  township  and 
ts  early  settlers  were  so  Ireciuenl  that  very  little  else  seems  proper 

be  said  in  making  up  its  history.  One  feature,  however,  must  be 
admitted  by  all,  viz:  that  the  early  settlers  here  were  men  of  good  judg- 
ment and  great  sagacity,  when  they  resolved  to  drive  their  stakes  for 
homes.  They  saw  in  the  near  future  the  grandeur,  beauty  and  agricul- 
tural wealth  these  valleys,  in  the  hands  of  industry,  intelligelice  and 
economy,  would  present  to  the  world  Its  soil,  timbers,  building  stones, 
prospects  for  market,  all  these  and  more,  were  great  incentives  for  the 
f'ounding  of  new  homes  in  the  forest.  A  glance  at  Bloom  township 
now,  with  its  beautiful  fiirms  in  a  high  state  of  (uiltivation,  with  large 
barns,  splendid  farm  houses,  fields  teeming  with  rich  croi)s,  its  pastures 
enjoyed  by  excellent  stocks  of  horses,  cattle,  shee])  and  hogs;  its  com- 
modious s<'hool  houses  and  churches,  etc.,  give  strong  proof  how  well 
the  aim  of  the  pioneer  settler  was  directed  when  first  the  tall  timbers 
fell  by  the  woodsman's  axe,  along  Honey  creek  and  Silver  creek, 
running  through  the  township. 

Thomas  IJoyd  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  here.  He  came  in 
I.S2J.  and  scitli-d  on  section  eleven,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
which  oc(  urreil  November  27th,  1847.  Soon  after  him  came  also  his 
brother,  j.imes  IJoyd,  and  his  wi<lo\ved  sister,  Mrs.  Mary  Donnell.  Mrs. 
Tln)nKis  Daker  is  a  «laughler  of  James  lioyd,  and  is  still  living.  Her 
father  nioved  to  Iowa,  where  he  died.  Thomas  Boyd  had  four  sons: 
Jame>,  jes^e.  Ierfer>on  and  Samuel,  of  whom  Jesse  is  the  only  one  liv- 
ing.     He  is  a  wealthy  farmer  at  S|)ringfield,  ()hi»>. 

Thomas  Uoyd  was  a  remarkable  man.  He  was  of  fair  complexion  ; 
his  hair  was  thin  an«l  white:  he  had  a  nervous  temperament,  and  was 
very  a<tive.  He  was  about  six,  feel  high,  very  raw-boned,  and  a  little 
stoop  slioiddereil,   very  careless   about   his  dress,    very   talkative,   and 
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possessed  of  a  great  quantity  of  good  sense.  He  belonged  to  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  and  was  very  outspoken  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
While  he  was  a  pioneer  on  the  frontier,  he  was  also  a  pioneer  in  the 
then  young  idea  of  abolitionism.  He  made  war  on  both  the  old  par- 
ties who  could  see  no  constiiulional  way  to  get  rid  of  the  institution. 
Nor  could  the  Abolilionists;  but  with  them  the  system  was  wrong,  and 
that  was  enough  The  task  was  not  so  easy  with  statesmen,  however, 
who  regarded  tfte  rights  and  integrity  of  states  as  fixed  principles  in 
our  form  of  government  The  institution  fell,  as  a  result  of  the  re- 
bellion, and  we  are  dll  Abolitionists  now.  Arms  and  *'  higher  law*'  in 
deadly  conflict  sometimes  accomplish  ends  that  statesmanship 
tremblingly  abandon. 

In  the  same  year  Joseph  Birnside  arrived  herefrom  Fairfield  county, 
and  settled  near  the  mouth  of  a  little  run  that  puts  into  Honey  creek 
just  a  little  north  of  Bloomvillc,  but  ascertaining  soon  that  the  land  had 
been  entered  by  somebody  else  (Mr,  Reber),  he  moved  into  Clinton 
township^  and  bought  the  land  just  east  of  the  new  cemetery,  where  he 
lived  the  rest  of  his  days> 

In  1823  came  also  Joseph  McClelland  and  Nehemiah  Hadlcy,  who 
were  followed  by  George  Free,  Lowell  Robinson,  John  C.  Martin  and 
Thomas  West,  with  their  farailie?.  Mr.  Martin  and  Mrs.  West  are  still 
living  in  Bloom.  James  Boyd  settled  on  section  eight,  on  the  left  bank 
of  Honey  creek.  George  Free  settled  on  section  three,  near  the 
**  Goose  Pond/*  which  was  a  considerable  body  of  water  in  a  bend  of 
Honey  creek,  Lowell  Robinson  settled  on  section  eight.  He  died  in 
California.  Mr  Robinson  was  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  Seneca 
county,  a  large  muscular  man,  and  possessed  of  a  good  quantity  of 
common  sense.  He  was  a  good  neighbor,  and  rather  popular.  His 
wife  was  a  very  small  woman,  and  for  some  reason  or  other  the  two  did 
not  live  very  happily  together.  One  lime^  while  Mr.  Robinson  was 
yet  associate  judge^  his  wife  prosecuted  him  for  assault  and  battery,  and 
the  Judge  was  bound  over  to  the  court  of  common  pleas.  He  was  in- 
dicted by  the  grand  jury,  and  when  the  case  came  up  for  trial,  the 
Judge  had  to  leave  the  benrh,  come  down  to  the  trial  table,  and  act  the 
part  of  a  prisoner.  During  the  trial  of  the  case  th^  testimony  disclosed, 
among  other  things,  the  fact  that  one  morning,  while  the  Judge  was 
down  upon  his  knees  before  a  chair,  at  prayer,  with  his  head  down,  Mrs. 
Robinson  put  a  saddle  on  his  back  and  jumped  up  on  to  it.  For  this 
he  probably  struck  her. 

Dr,  Graves  used  to  tell  a  good  joke  on  Judge  Robinson,  sometimes 
in  his  company.     Judge  Robinson  had  a  very  large  mouth*     He  came 
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to  Dr,  Cf  raves  one  day  to  have  a  tooth  pulled-  He  sat  down  on  a  chair, 
and  when  the  Doctor  came  uf>  to  him' with  his  turnkey  Judge  Robinson 
opened  his  mouth  very  wide,  and  Dr.  Graves  said  to  him,  *'  Never  mind, 
Judge,  I  prefer  standing  on  the  outside.** 

Thomas  West  settled  on  section  three  also,  but  soofi  sold  out  to 
David  Roop,  and  moved  on  to  sertion  ten,  where  he  lived  many  years, 
and  then  sold  to  Ja*  nh  T)rtwilLM\  when  he  mtucd  in  VAanjuviUti.  where 
recently  he  died. 

Mrs,  Donnell  bought  a  [Jicce  ol  land  hljlv  tliat  ul  her  brut  her  1  homai. 
Her  land  had  a  very  fine  spring  on  it,  which  still  bears  her  name.  She 
sold  out  and  went  to  Iowa  with  her  brother  James. 

John^Seitz, 'Isaac  Rohrer,  Levi  Neibel,  I.yman  Robinson,  Jacob 
Meyer,  Rufus  Kirshner,  Henry  Ferkey,  David  Crapo,  Truman  King, 
James  Wilson,  Evan  Dorsey,  John  Newman,  Lewis  Seitz,  John  Davis, 
Mr.  Jeffries  Mr,  Donald  and  J.  C.  Hampton  are  also  honored  names 
among  the  old  pioneers. 

Bloom  was  organized,  as  already  stated^  in  June,  1824.  In  1830  it 
^already  had  a  population  of  589.  Between  1830  and  (840  came  also 
)avid  Roop,  John  T,  Reed,  Simon  Roller,  Benj  Huddle  (Hottel), 
Philip  Heilman,  David  Troxell,  Adam  Baker,  John  Fisher,  Samuel 
Gross,  Edward  Cooley,  Henry  Andres,  James  Trail,  and  Greensbcrr}* 
and  Notley  Trail,  William  and  Zeliphant  Owen,  John  Valentine,  Henry 
and  Samuel  Nestly,  Jonas  Hostler,  D.  T  Lee,  (reorge  Showman,  Geo. 
King,  Samuel  Shaffer,  Jacob  Hossler,  the  esqftire,  and  James  Wilson, 
the  lawyer.  The  census  of  1840  showed  a  population  of  1,168  souls. 
In  tSjo  it  was  1,492;  in  1880  it  is  2,162.  At  this  time  (r84o)  the  land 
in  the  township  was  nearly,  if  not  quite  all,  taken  up,  and  the  light  of 
day  was  rapidly  let  in  upon  the  ground,  whUc  the  fields  increased  in 
number  and  proportions. 

Mr,  James  Steel,  from  Pennsylvania,  built  the  first  grist  miB  in  the 
township,  on  the  banks  of  Silver  creek.  The  Hershbergers  turned  it 
into  a  sawmill  sometime  after  the  KoUcr  mill  and  the  Engle  mill  were 
put  up.  1'hc  6rst  meeting  bouse  in  the  township  was  a  Presbyterian 
church,  erected  in  1834.  It  was  a  small  frame  building.  They  held 
meetine^  in  it  before  it  was  plastered;  all  that  spring  and  summer  and 
in  the  fall  of  that  year,  while  it  was  being  plastered.  By  some  unknown 
cause,  it  took  fire  and  burned  down.  Then  a  brick  church  was  built 
on  the  same  spot,  which  answered  for  many  years,  until  finally  il  was 
torn  down  ami  the  brick  used  in  the  construction  of  the  brick  church  in 
Hloomville.  The  old  church  stood  northwest  of  Bloomville.  near  the 
cemetery.     The  Methodists  built  a  church  soon  after  on  the  land  owned 
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by  J    VV,  Stincbcomb,  but  it  was  superceded  by  the  sioiic  church  down 
the  creek, 

*rhe  tradition  about  the  two  young  men  naming  SiK'cr  creek  ;ind 
Honey  creek  has  no  historic  merit,  and  is  therefore  excluded.  The 
name  of  Bloom  h  very  appropriate* 

BLOOMVItlE. 

Philip  J.  Price,  Julius  Treat  and  Thomas  T,  Treat,  in  the  summer 
of  1S37.  laid  out  a  town  upon  the  corners  of  sections  nine,  ten.  fifteen  and 
sixteen,  andqalledit  Bluomvillc.  Simon  KoUer  owned  the  land  on  the 
northwest  corner,  Edward  Cooley  on  the  southeast  corner,  Price  and  the 
Treat  brothers  on  the  southwest  corner,  and  Edward  Owen  on  the  north- 
west corner.  Mr,  Cooley  built  the  first  house  on  the  town  site,  which 
stood  where  the  /^^ci/r^ pnni'mg  office  now  t8.  The  Treat  brothers  built 
the  next  house,  which  was  removed  several  times,  and  finally  occupied 
by  Thomas  Treat  as  a  store  and  pustoftice.  The  Brown  brothers  bought 
out  Price  and  Treat's  store  and  continued  it  for  a  while.  In  1850  the 
town  contained  a  dozen  buildings.  Frederick  Zimmerman,  Conrad 
Klachr,  William  Hathaway,  Ch.  Keller,  Jno.  H^nsicker,  V\*ni.  Cooley. 
Dr.  George  Weeks.  Jonathan  Kaslner,  Jacob  Estep,  and  Jacob  Breiner, 
with  their  families,  were  the  inhabitants.  Hathaway  and  Kuntz  were 
'the  pioneer  shoemakers  in  the  vUlage.  Webster  had  a  blacksmith  shop 
on  the  corner  now  occupied  by  the  Hossler  block.  Dr,  Weeks  sue- 
ceeded  Dr,  Bellville,  who,  with  Dr  Peter  J,  Smith,  were  the  pioneer 
physicians.  Mr.  Keller  was  the  first  tailor,  and  Mr.  Klachr  the  first 
wagon  and  carriage  makers.  Soon  after  John  Seitz,  Jr.,  and  William 
Dewitt  opened  a  store  on  the  corner  now  known  by  the  name  of  the 
**  burned  district."  Mr.  Dewitt  was  afterwards  elected  county  recorder, 
and  died  while  in  ottice.  Mr.  Seitz represented  Seneca  in  both  branches 
of  the  legislature.  (See  chapter  xxvlj  Dr.  Weeks  entered  the  war 
against  the  rebellion*  and  became  surgeon  general  in  the  department  of 
Tennessee.  Thomas  Dysinger  opened  the  first  tavern.  The  Bloom 
House  was  built  by  Benj.  Knopp  in  1855  or  1856  Among  the  enter- 
prising citizens  who  have  helped  to  build  up  Bloomville,  may  be  men- 
tioned, Benj.  Knopp,  Henry  nittenhafer,  John  Hunsicker,  E.  P.  Bliss. 
Mathias  Teach  and  Henry  Brincr  were  the  first  men  that  enlisted  from 
Bloomville  for  the  war. 

The  location  of  the  Mansfield  and  Culdsvater  railroad  gave  Bloom- 
ville a  *'  fresh  start  in  the  world/'  Large  brick  edifices  for  business  and 
dwelling  houses,  the  general  increase  in   the  number  of  buildings  and 
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population,  the  warehouses  and  factories,  show  ihe  healthy  increase 
and  prosperity  of  the  town. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  1874,  the  Rev,  Robert  Lockhart  established  the 
first  newspaper  here*  the  EnferpHse,  He  published  the  paper  about 
three  months,  when  he  turned  it  over  to  J,  N,  Lee,  who,  after  a  few 
weeks,  sold  it  to  D.  W.  Fisher,  who  issued  the  first  paper  January  ist, 
1S75 — the  Biotwwilie  Banner  The  Adams  Brothers  then  became  the 
owners  next,  and  sold  to  Mr  Kaga,  and  he  again  to  Mr  Fisher,  who, 
after  one  issue,  sold  lo  \V\  S,  Hammaker,  and  he,  after  about  eight 
months,  stopped  the  publication,  and  sold  the  institution  to  the  present 
enterprising  and  able  editor  of  the  Seneca  County  J^ecorti,  U.  M.  Hol- 
comb,  Esq.,  who  is  making  the  Record  di  success, 

Bloomville  was  incorporated  by  a  special* act  of  the  legislature  in 
1871,  Jacob  Hossler,  Esq.,  was  elected  its  first  mayor.  Several  addi- 
tions have  been  made  to  Bloomville  during  the  ten  years  last  past,  by 
Conraci  Klachr,  Mrs  Melinda  Lee,  EH  Winters  and  John  krilly.  The 
oar  factory,  established  in  1874,  by  J  D.  Wilsey,  was  quite  an  impor- 
tant event  in  the  history  of  the  town. 

The  Rev.  George  R.  Brown/ L^niversalisl,  preached  here  in  1840.  Dr, 
Jones  is  the  pastor  of  the  M,  E.  Church,  and  Rev.  J,  W.  Shaw  of  the 
Reformed  Church, 

In  1875  the  public  schools  opened  up,  under  the  supcrintendeiicc  of 
Mr.  J,  K  Hamilton,  The  building  is  a  fine  two-story  edifice,  with  four 
rooms,  and  cost  about  57^000. 

The  grain  depot  of  Einsel  &  Co.  added  much  to  the  enterprise  of 
the  town. 

(Note — I  am  under  obligations  to  my  friend  Mr.  Holcomb^  for  his 
kindness  in  furnishing  me  with  meterial  and  dates.) 

My  reverend  and  esteemed  friend,  the  venerable  Elder  Lewis  SeiC2, 
was  so  kind  as  to  furnish  the  writer  with  a  statement  of  his  early  recol- 
lections of  Bloom  township,  and  the  reader  will  find  pleasure  in  its 
perusal,  I  am  very  sure.  It  is  given  here  as  written,  without  a  word  of 
comment     May  its  moral  lesson  be  heeded  and  cherished, 

UKC'OLLECTrONS  OF   PIONKER   DAYH  IX   BLOOM  TOWNf*ini\ 
[By  EiaerLewl«Settit.l 

In  C>t*t<)hi^i%  LS25,  at  the  agt?  of  twenty*tliree,  with  my  wife  and  onr^  child,  I 
removed  to  m\  i^n^scnt  home  ion  an  adjoininjj  fami)  in  Bloom  town^hiii, 
Th#*  nanip  of  ftkmm  hatl  In^^n  sugget^led  by  my  Inothiu*  John  junt  im*«  ywir 
ht'tdrp  my  arrival,  snitl  adopted  in  1hl*4  at  the  organization  of  tin*  townnhlp, 
1  t'limt*  tn>uj  my  native  rounty,  Fatrtleld.  iutu  an  almost  uiibnikt^n  wihjt^* 
ut'iss  of  ftirciit  trees,  with  lei^w  tliiiii  a  score  of  settlers  in  udvmu*!!  of  nu\ 
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Nearly  all  who  were  bere  before  me  had  settled  along  the  lich  valley  of 
Hone}  creek.  For  two  or  three  yearn  he  fore  mine  wu»  reared,  cabins  had 
Ih'^^uu  to  ujiijejir  in  our  wilderness.  Among  tht^ir  (lerupantjs  F  remernlmr 
Joj^rph  Mc'CMellan,  James  and  Thomas  llojd,  the  iHmahls,  Gcorpe  p'ree, 
Hoswell  Mnnsfd,  Nehemiah  Iladley,  John  8troh»  Lowell  Robinson,  my 
broUiers  John  Seit/  and  Noah  Seitz,  J.  C,  Hampton  i  whofaiiie  in  is^  with 
the  Boyds^  and  Donalds »  from  Uosa  coiintyj  informs  me  that  he  aided  in 
erecting  the  lirst  cabin  put  up  in  the  township.  This  wa»  for  my  brother 
Noah,  on  Silver  creek.  Hmmpton  made  bin  ht>me  for  a  time  with  his  com- 
panions  from  Ross,  Their  shelter  at  Ihst  was  in  a  lojj  pen  cijven^l  with  logs 
split  in  twain,  the  under  tier  being  willi  dat  sirle  up,  and  Uie  top  tier  cover- 
ing the  cracks  with  the  Oat  si<le  ilown.  The  beds  were  for  the  women,  on 
bedsteads,  with  one  post.  That  is,  in  one  corner  of  the  "-pen"'  two  poles 
were  entered  in  the  logs,  with  the  other  end  in  this  "  post,"  Baswood  bark 
furnished  the  '*  cords,"  The  men  slept  on  the  gr*jund,  with  hickory  l»ark 
spread  down  for  sheets.  Hampton  says:  '*  Our  first  supply  of  tlour  was 
brought  bv  us  on  horseback  from  Mansfield,  through  the  woo*ls/'  I  also 
helpe<i  cut  out  the  small  timl>er  west  ami  south  of  Koop's  Corners,  ta  make  a 
public  road.  But  to  continue  with  tlie  names  of  the  iirst  settlers:  Jacob 
Rodegeb,  Al)rahani  Kagy.  John  Davis.  Eihvard  Sutherland.  Christopher 
l^erkey,  Bax'tholomew  8tout,  John  Stiiichcomb  iind  Richard  Ridgely,  With- 
in a  very  few  years  after  my  arrival  csime  also  Jact)b  Webster,  the  Bixlers, 
John  Pennington,  J,  T.  Reed,  John  EiuseL  Edward  Cooley.  Samuel  liross, 
John  Valentine,  Gain  Robinscm,  Zelaphel  Owen,  Joshua  Wataon,  iSamu el 
and  Henry  Xisley,  Lewis  and  Jacxvb  Spitler. 

During  these  early  days  a  wilderness  of  forest  trees  covei'ed  the  eartli,  and 
the  tirst  need  of  the  settler  was  to  t  learaway  spa<'e  enough  for  a  cabin,  and 
then  it  was  ''root,  hog,  or  die,"  Wliile  I  brought  from  P'airlield  county 
enough  dour  to  hist  two  yeaiu,  very  few  of  my  contemporaries  were  thus 
l>rovided.  One  season,  however,  usually  snfficed  the  industrious  pioneer  to 
clear  a  small  field  and  giow  bread  to  tlo.  As  for  meat»  everyone  had  Ins  gun 
to  supply  him  with  wild  turkey  iir  venison,  which  were  abundant.  Often, 
to<n  as  we  lay  upon  uur  pillow  at  night,  were  we  saluted  witli  the  howl  of 
wolves,  apparently  at  our  cabin  door.  Notoidy  did  they  make  night  vocal 
with  their  cries,  but  woe  to  the  sheep  or  young  pigs  not  well  guarded.  An 
orrasional  bear  passed  through,  but  1  think  none  made  their  home  in  our 
fnwnship.  There  were  some  otter  about  the  marsh  near  l^loomville.  A 
wild  cat  was  shot  within  one  hundred  rods  of  our  cabin.  Indians  often 
visited  us,  generally  of  the  Wyandot  tril)e,  who  tlien  had  their  headquarters 
at  ITpper  Sandusky.  A  few  Seuecas,  from  their  reserve  below  Tillm, 
straggled  liitlier  occasionally.  Our  red  brother  was  uuiforndy  friendly,  and. 
as  a  rule,  honest,  hut  a  tricky  one  appeared  sometimes.  Cnlike  his  while 
brother  of  mmlern  times,  however,  he  had  not  the  cheek  to  attempt  a  repeti- 
tion of  bis  trick  in  the  same  vicinity.  Shamed  by  that  couscieuce  which,  as 
Sliakespeare  puts  it,  "  makes  cowards  of  us  u]b"  his  victim  .selchmi  saw  him 
agiiiu, 

Mr,  N.  Hadley  was  admitted  to  be  the  bt»ss  hunter  and  trapper  on  Honey 
creek,  Mr,  Hadley,  at  a  single  hunt,  brought  down  seven  deer,  six  of  them 
by  torchlight,  and  the  seventh  hv  sunlight  in  the  morning.  So  fond  was 
Hi 
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Hadley  of  hunting,  thiit.  game  getting  scarce,  he  had  J.  C.  Hampton  to  haul 
his^  fHmily  and  goods  (mostly  sifeJ  tnipsi  lr»  the  heail  of  cuiioe  na\igation  on 
the  Srinto.  iri  Tlaniii;  county.  Here  lie  «hig  out  two  hirge  »wahiul  canoes, 
laslied  tlnan  :^u!e  by  fttiU%  aricl  slarterl  for  Cairn,  on  Ihi*  MiHsissiiJu'L  With 
one  boat  wrecked  on  ihf^  raging  8cioto.  he  nevertheless  reached  Port^imonth 
with  the  other,  Uih  family  walking  most  of  Mie  way,  Atthis  point  n  c^iptatn 
of  a  Hteamer  Ijound  for  Iowa,  whither  lltwlley  was  gohig,  struck  with  a<lmtr- 
atiou  for  a  man  who  wonld  ventnre  liin  all  in  a  canoe  on  the  Ohio,  offered 
to  carry  ^liin  witfioul  cliarge  to  his  destinalitm.  Tims  the  boss  pioneer  hun- 
ter of  l$h)oni  township  left  Ohio  for  game  in  the  far  west. 

An  cncomiter  of  a  Wyandot  Indian  with  a  pack  of  hungry  wolves  inStHith 
Hlootn  is  worth  ri^cording.  ITe  liatl  tracked  a  wonn<led  deer  some  distance 
in  the  snow,  when  snddenly  he  rame  upon  it  snrronnded  hyn  pack  of  wolves, 
making  of  it  a  hasty  meaK  Intent  upon  having  some  of  the  meat  hinisplf» 
he  trie<l  t^>  drive  the  Wolves  by  ?^lHK)ting  one  of  them.  This  enraged  ttic  rent 
and  they  niched  upon  him.  Backing  agjiinnt  a  tree,  he  kept  them  at  l»a: 
with  his  tomahawk,  tUl  hunger  overci»ming  rage,  tliey  returned  t4i  llnish 
their  meat  upon  the  deer.  The  Indian,  convinced  that  **discreth»n  wah  the 
1  letter  part  cjf  valor,"  was  ghid  to  escape.  The  pioneer  who  sncceeiietl  bent 
in  making  a  cum fortahle  livings  did  tic»t  makr  a  business  of  hunting,  hut 
I  lioppiug  ;ind  logging  and  burning  was  the  cldef  w^ork.  Much  timber,  which 
to-diiy  would  be  Viduahle  in  market,  was  Imrned  on  the  ground.  No  where 
i'onlil  tiiicr  poplar,  wjdnut.  Idue  «hh  and  butteniut  treef?  lie  found  than  In 
HltH>m  townsliip. 

The  Urst  naw  mill  was  built  by  Ht»HWeU  Munnel  and  the  Donalds,  tm 
Honey  creek,  near  the  present  Kaler  milL  8<Mni  nfter  John  Davis  built 
another  mill,  a  mile  further  flown,  where  my  tirst  lumiicr  wa.s  made.  A  fnw 
years  later  Abraliam  Kagy  put  up  a  saw  mill,  ;nnl  the  Steelea  a  saw  andgrint 
mill  on  Silver  creek.  It  may  bo  well  to  remind  the  reader  that  in  thone  daysi 
our  water  courses  furnished  poWer  much  more  steatlily  amt  for  a  greater 
part  of  the  year.  Through  the  clearing  away  of  fallen  limber  and  gen<*ral 
drainage,  our  creeks  gave  short  lived  spirts  of  wat-er.  and  then  8teele'»  grist 
mill  could  l)e  heard  day  and  night  for  more  than  half  the  year.  My  lirnt 
grinding  was  done  at  Hedges"  mill,  just  below  Tiftin,  When  w^e  t»egan  Ut 
have  wheat  to  sell  our  nearest  pnl>)ic  market  w^as  at  Venice  or  I'ortland 
iSandnsky  CityM  This  was  so  until  the  pioneer  railroad  in  OJiio  made  us  a 
market  at  Repvd^lic.  * 

In  those  days  neighbors  w^ere  neighbors,  indeed.  VV'as  a  cabin  to*  be 
'*  raised, 'Mogs  t4)  be  'rolled,"  or  assistance  of  any  kind  neede<t,  a  simple 
notice  was  enough,  ,V '*  neighbor  "  could  iie  found  at  a  much  greater  dis- 
tance  than  now.  The  whisky  nf  those  days  was  not  4*ltarged  with  '*  killing 
at  forty  rods  '"  as  now,  but  the  '*  bn:*wn  jug  "  or  the  "  barrel "'  was  found  in 
nearly  every  home,  and  it  was  eateemed  an  indis]>ensabk»  "mechanicHl 
power"  at  **  raisings''  and  ** loggings/'  etc,,  etc. 

Our  public  schools  were  held  at  tirst  in  calmis  like  our  dwellings,  with  a 
httge  fire  place  on  one  side,  with  a  "'stick  and  mud"  chimney  on  the  out- 
side. Religious  meetings  were  held  in  these  "  scluxil  houses,"  or  in  the 
C4ibiti»  of  the  settlers.  The  Pi^esbyterians,  Baptists  and  Meth(wlists  were  th|| 
ttrst  to  organke  a^icieties  or  cVmrchea  in  Bloom.    James  Rtibinson,  ii  Pr 
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hyterian  clergyniau.  organized  the  tirst  clmrcli  of  that  name,  about  the  year 

Oil  t)je  :i7th  i»f  May,  1827,  .the  Baptist  church,  name*!  •*  Honey  Creek,"  v,m 
t>rKaniz«*t!.  The  **t'oijm'ir*  was  rompost*^  c»f  Elders  Thomas  Srit*lst>iL  of 
'nii,^hlan(i  eoimiy,  and  Ik^njamin  raves,  of  Phduiway,  and  Doacon  Jtdui 
Hitf ,  of  Fnirtielii,  In  \km>  the  nndersigneil  was  rljoftcn  ptustor  of  this  rlnirtdi 
and  has  sustaincMl  tliis  rtdaliun  «ntT  sini*o.  As  will  be  noticed,  minij^ters  in 
tfiosf  eaily  days  traveled  a  jjreat  way  in  the  pursuit  t>t  their  call  in  jj.  But 
not  aM  now,  cosily  iind  swiftly  in  a  railway  *ntaeb,  but  invai'iably  on  lion^e- 
bai'k,  e^i[uipiHHl  with  ''  sarhlle-bagi*,"  with  Bible,  hymn  hoc»k,  a  ft*w  •'  diclii->s" 
la  stnt  of  shirt-front  with  eolhir  attached  i,  anil  some  provisions,  perhavhs. 
The  messenger  of  "  peace  and  good  will/*  through  the  cross  of  ('hrh?t, 
traveleil  in  all  kinds  of  weather,  over  all  sorts  of  roads  (or  no  roa<is  through 
tl»e  wilderness  I.  Perhaps  such  experiences,  if  pi*esented  to  many  of  our 
clerrcal  bretlu'cn  t^Mlay,  as  a  part  of  their  labors,  wonld  lead  to  some  more 
congenial  ffalling.  But  it  must  U*  remembered  that  the  privations  and  triala 
ot*  fiioneer  lite  were  shared  by  all  chisses,  and  hence  borne  the  mtn-e  clieer- 
fully.  WhiJe  we  may  freely  admit  that  tliis  gennratiou  is  enjoying  much 
that  is  gooil  and  desirable  as  the  fruit  of  tlie  labors  and  puriH>ses  of  their 
pioneer  fathers  ami  mtdliers,  it  is  a  matter  of  profound  regret  that  the 
rugged  virt\ies  and  beautiful  fneiidships  cimld  not  have  been  transmitted 
with  the  improved  culture,  conveniences,  comforts  and  luxuries  enjoyed  by 
our  children.  They  are  enjoying  the  material  blessings  for  which  their 
fathers  and  mothers  toiled  and  dared  and  suffered.  M<Mlern  impmivements 
have  oliviated  the  necessity  for  much  of  the  personal  effort  and  deprivation 
of  pioneer  life.  Init  wlien  we  cease  to  pnu'tice  their  majdy  and  won^anlj  vir- 
tUes,  all  onrhpasted  progress  cannot  save  us  from  the  penalties  of  violated 
moral  law. 

Of  all  my  t^rst  neighbors,  Abraham  Kagy^J.  <\  Hampton.  Mrs.  Thomas 
West  and  Jolm  (\  Martin  alone  remain.  The  rest  have  passed  to  that 
•bourne  from  w  lunce  ni>  traveler  returns/'  We,  too,  shall  soon  pass  away, 
but  may  He  who  guides  the  destinies  of  men  and  of  nations,  liless  our  chil- 
dren and  onr  coimtrj^  with  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  every  good  result- 
ing from  the  reign  of  truth  and  righteousness  is  the  prayer  of 

Yours  truly  LEWIS  SKITZ. 

WILLIAM  DAVIS 

Says;  I  am  the  oldest  son  of  John  Davis,  who  eame  to  Bloom  in  November, 
iM'^t,  and  settled  on  section  eight,  near  Honey  creek,  one  ami  one-half  miles 
west  of  Bloomville.  We  came  from  Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  were  thirteen 
days  on  the  roatl  with  two  wagons,  ant  I  drove  (uir  coavs  and  hogs  before  us. 
We  bad  all  the  meat,  Monr  and  whisky  we  necfled  for  one  year. 

On  the  following  fall  father  went  back  and  also  to  Zanesville  to  get  mill 
irons  fm*  a  saw  mill,  with  wditch  he  retun^ed,  and  iji  comj>any  with  Air. 
MmiseL  put  up  a  saw  mill  on  said  section,  which  was  tlie  tlrst  saw  mill  in 
the  township.  He  als<j  built  the  lirst  frame  hcmse  in  the  t*.jwnship»  uow^ 
occnpied  by  Rev,  John  Shauts,  Our  first  grinding  was  done  at  Hunter*s 
mill,  carrying  the  grain  and  grist  on  horseback.  Father  wns  an  old  Metho- 
dist from  Maryland  and  helped  to  build  the  first  churcli  of  the  township, 
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t4jyk  liu  ii«  uvt^  part  in  it^  welfare^  and  waft  the  Htewanl  of  it  when  he  i 
llt'died  Jul>  U,  IK49.  in  his  Hixty-third  year.  Mother  ilied  Noveinher  4, 
\s\Q,  There  were  i^ix  rhildn*n  of  uh,  of  w  hoiu  Uve  art  still  Itvinjf,  Fiithf-r 
was  a  dt'voted  rhnslian  and  kind  to  all  bis  nei^hlMUs,  and  espei'ially  Uj  the 
|H>or.     lU*  5iippli<ul  all  thosr  that  were  needy,  aial  he  liad  ]ih'nty  to  do  wiUl^" 

The  lioyds.  Rohinsons.  VaU-inines,  .\fartint*,  father,  !il:w  kmani^,  Trnatfl 
Donahls.  HoopB.  Coolyn,  and  others  were  the  leafling  Whif?H.    Tlir  Mi*ritl- 
Ittnda,  Perkey.H,  8eit8.  Slrohs.  Hnrhs,  Kagys  anilJos^eph  Miller  wt-re  the  lorti^^^ 
ing  DemocraUi  of  the  tiiwuship. 

JACOB    HOSSLER,  ESQ. 

Is  one  of  the  distinguished  citi2ens  in  Bloom.  He  was  born  January 
30,  1806,  in  Steuben  township,  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  a  farm. 
When  fourteen  years  old,  in  1820,  his  father  moved  to  Stark  county, 
Ohio,  Here,  on  the  23d  of  September,  Mr.  Hossler  w^as  married,  and 
in  1834  he  moved  to  Bloom  township,  where  he  still  resides.  For 
twenty  years  he  ran  a  saw  mil!  on  Stoner  creek.  He  moved  right  in!o 
the  woods  when  he  came,  and  opened  up  a  fine  farm.  To  show  how 
Mr.  Hossler  stands  in  the  estimation  of  his  neighbors,  it  is  only  neces- 
sary to  say  that  for  thirty  years  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
and  was  mayor  of  Bloomvdle  four  years.  He  is  still  in  the  enjoyment 
of  excellent  health. 


JOHN  T*  REtD 

Is  also  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Bloom,  who  have  imprinted  their  indi 
vidualities  upon  the  township.  He  was  born  in  Frederick  rounti, 
Maryland,  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1807.  His  father  died  when 
John  was  but  six  years  old,  and  he  w^as  taken  care  of  by  his  uncle,  Paul 
Talbot,  who  moved  to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  where  he  w^as  married. 
There  they  settled  m  the  woods  and  young  John  worked  among  the 
farmers  and  was  finally  set  in  to  work  on"  a  carding  machine  on  Indian 
creek,  in  Fairfield  county,  owned  by  one  David  Swasey,  From  there 
he  came  to  Bloom  in  1828,  in  the  fall,  and  worked  for  his  uncle,  John 
Valentine,  until  the  following  Christmas,  The  Mohawks,  Senccas  and 
Wyandots  were  then  *^  swarming  through  the  wood:*/'  He  became 
well  acquainted  with  all  the  old  settlers  here,  already  named.  He 
returned  to  Fairfield,  and  all  his  earnings  in  the  following  spring  put 
together  amounted  only  to  the  sum  of  $80,  lacking  ;^2o,  to  buy  eighty 
acM<5  at  government  prices.  A  friend  loaned  him  the  i^so  and  he  stan- 
ce^ on  foot  for  Delaware,  in  the  fall  ot  1829,  and  entered  the  eighty 
acres  that  John  Heilraan  now  owns,  near  Honey  creek.  He  returned 
to  Fairfield  and  worked  eighteen  months  longer  on  a  farm  until  he  had 
earned  some  more  money.     His  uncle,  John  Valentine,  then  wrote  to 
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bim  that  Mr.  Bever  had  eighty  acresi  which  he  would  sell,  adjoining 
the  other  lot.  Mr.  Reid  started  on  Christmas  day  and  came  to  Bloom 
on  toot*  where  he  arrived  and  bou^hl  llie  Be\  er  land  on  New  Year's 
day,  183 1, 

Before  he  lett  Fairlield  county  he  had  taken  a  school  to  teach,  and 
there  were  three  weeks  to  teach  before  the  term  closed.  He  returned, 
finished  his  school,  came  back  to  Bloom  in  February,  with  an  axe 
and  a  bundle  of  clothing,  which  he  carried  on  the  axe-handle.  He 
built  a  cabin  in  his  forest  and  commenced  clearing  it.  His  uncle, 
WUliara  Norris,  came  from  Fairfield  county,  and  lived  in  the  cabin 
with  him  awhile,  and  until  his  uncle,  Norris*  bought  the  land  on  which 
Fostoria  now  stands^  On  the  25th  of  April,  1S33,  Mr.  Reid  was  mar- 
ried to  Eliza  Boyd  Watson.  They  had  four  children,  of  whom  three 
are  still  living. 

Mr.  Reid  is  a  tall,  slender  man,  over  six  feet  high,  strong  and  mus- 
cular and  has  always  enjoyed  good  health.  He  and  Mrs,  Reid  are  both 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  church  and  highly  esteemed.  Poor  as 
Mr.  Reid  was  when  he  commenced,  his  career  is  a  conclusive  proof  of 
what  industry,  honesty  and  economy  will  accomplish.  He  now  counts 
.  his  wealth  by  many  thousands,  and  lives  at  his  case. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  picnics  the  younger  genera- 
tion prepare  annually  about  the  first  of  September,  in  Schoch's  woods, 
to  show  their  gratitude  and  esteem  for  their  pioneer  parents.  .  I  desire 
to  refer  to  the  subject  again,  here,  only  to  say  that  at  one  of  these,  after 
Father  Thompson,  the  pioneer  minister  of  the  gospel,  closed  his  re- 
marks on  collecting  the  sheep  that  were  lost  in  the  woods,  Mr.  J.  C, 
Hampton  was  called  upon  for  a  speech,  in  which,  among  other  many 
interesting  things,  he  described  Judge  Cornell,  and  spoke  of  him  as  a 
very  excellent  character  and  citizen.  He  related  an  affair  that  took 
place  before  some  justice  of  the  peace  when  a  fellow  got  very  angry 
at  the  justice  and  threatened  to  whip  him  and  would  do  so  if  he  was 
not  a  magistrate.  The  justice  told  the  fellow  to  go  out  into  the  road 
and  he  should  be  relieved  of  his  consciencious  scruples.  Tlie  fellow 
backed  out. 

Mr.  Hampton  also  said: 

\V\n*n  I  vanw  from  Ross  countv  in  1K22,  my  un«-le,  Tlumias  Boyil,  livHd  in 
a  small  lahin.  Ten  hoys  «>f  us  went  there  to  work  for  him.  We  maile  out 
to  live.  Our  heii  wslh  ji  verv  primltiv*^  ulTair.  A  half  do/eu  of  us  slfpt  to- 
gether.  During  the  three  months  I  staid  llii^re  we  hatl  not  a  bit  of  l>reafL 
Tlw  little  Hour  we  liad  they  .ntirred  into  boiling  milk.  That  eonstitiitect 
the  principal  meal.  VV^e  had  a  fish  basket  in  ITonev  creek,  close  by,  that 
furnished  us  all  the  fresh  fish  we  .wanted. 
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Sorry  ttiai  no  more  of  the  speech  could  be  preserved. 

Dr.  Gibson  also  spoke,  relating  his  boyhood  days  and  scenes  of  early 
life  on  Honey  creek  His  mother  held  the  chair  while  her  husband 
was  sitting  upon  it»  shaking  wiih  the  ague  His  father  got  nearly  craiv 
every  time  the  fever  came  on.  One  time  his  father  was  at  Sandusky 
for  provisions.  It  always  took  a  week  to  get  back.  The  roads  were 
bad  and  the  horses  poor.  Judge  Leath  happened  to  be  at  Sandusky 
the  same  time  with  a  load  of  water  melons  to  sell.  He  and  the  Doc- 
tor's father  started  for  home  together  On  the  way  the  latter  became 
crazy  with  the  fever,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  Judge  he  would  never 
have  found  his  way  back.  The  Doctor  also  referred  to  Black  Jonji- 
than,  who  lived  with  the  Mohawks  on  the  Vanmeter  place.  Jonathan 
Pointer  was  half  negro  and  half  Indian.  He  was  the  interpreter  for 
the  preachers  and  gave  the  Indians  the  sermons  by  piece*meal  as  best 
he  could,  but  whenever  a  subject  or  a  point  was  a  little  difficult  to 
transfer  or  comprehend,  he  would  add:  **  I  don'i  know,  myself,  whether 
that  is  so,  or  not." 

Dr.  Gibson  when  yet  a  boy  was  very  attentive  upon  the  sick  m  the 
neighborhofjd,  and  thus  naturally  became  a  doctor.  He  applied  him- 
self to  the  books,  and  with  hard  study  and  his  experience  became  a 
distinguii^bed  physician*  He  was,  indeed,  a  gentleman  and  a  valued 
friend.  He  was  one  of  that  class  of  thinkers  who  lake  nothing  fur 
gran  ted*  because  they  cannot  help  it.  We  ought  to  have  much  charity 
for  such  people. 

The  venerable  Noah  Seitz  must  not  be  forgotten.  He  came  here 
from  Fairfield  county  and  settled  on  the  north  west  quarter  of  section  ^vc 
on  the  5th  of  April,  1822,  and  it  is  generally  admitted  that  he  was  the 
first  settler  in  Bloom.  He  sold  out  soon  after  to  Edward  Souiherland 
and  moved  10  Eden.  Mrs.  Southerland  is  still  living  in  the  third  ward 
of  Tiffin,  and  is  known  as  the  widow  of  Francis  Bernard. 

Mrs  West,  J.  C.  Martin  and  Abraham  Kagy  arc  among  the  few 
pioneers  here  that  ar^i  still  making  **  foot  prints  in  the  sands  of  time," 

Who  will  not  remember  the  tall  slender  form  of  Abraham  Kagy,  Ks<i., 
and  his  beautiful,  pleasant  home  on  Silver  creek,  where,  for  more  than 
a  half  century,  you  were  met  with  a  hand  of  welcome  and  an  open, 
honest,  friendly  countenance  ?  These  honored  land  marks  of  time 
should  ever  be  cherished  by  those  who  will  occupy  the  places  so  rap- 
idly becoming  vacant 

JAMES    R,    WILSON,   ESg., 

is  the  only   lawyer  in  the  place.     Happy   town  !     He  was  bom  m 
Green  county,  Pennsylvania,  May  19th,  1825.     In  the  fall  of  i8a6,  his 
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father  moved  with  the  family  to  Ohio.  He  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and 
at  the  time  he  came  to  Ohio  was  a  traveling  preacher  of  the  M.  E. 
church.  He  died  on  his  circuit  while  holding  a  protracted  meeting. 
The  family  moved  to  Bloom  township  in  April,  1834,  and  settled  in  the 
southeast  part  of  the  township,  when  there  were  but  two  families  in 
that  part,  south,  and  but  one  house  east  for  three  miles.  Mr.  Wilson 
had  one  brother  older  than  he,  and  also  an  older  sister  The  sister 
taught  school  in  the  neighborhood  when  only  twelve  years  old.  Mr. 
Wilson  helped  to  clear  up  bis  father's  farm,  and  after  his  death  he 
opened  up  a  farm  for  himself.  In  1856  he  moved  to  Bloomvillc.  In 
1857  he  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  and  re-elected.  In  1866  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  law,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  member  of  the 
Tiffin  bar. 


■\' 
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T.    2,    N.    R.    15    E. 

THE  early  scenes  described  in  these  narratives,  and  the  inciden 
attending  the  dawn  of  Seneca  as  a  county,  having  cluster 
around  places  that  are  now  covered  by  Tiffin,  and  involved  the  nam 
of  so  many  of  the  early  settlers,  whose  biographies  are  already  recor 
ed,  there  is  scarcely  anything  further  left  to  say  about  Clinton  tow 
ship.  This  chapter  will,  therefore,  necessarily  be  short  It  is  prop< 
however,  to  preserve  names  of  the  early  pioneers  and  describe  sor 
of  those  not  already  talked  about. 

The  location  of  the  land  offices  in  Tiffin  tended  greatly  to  give  Tifi 
a  start.  It  brought  many  people  here  from  abroad  and  introduced 
them  not  only  our  citizens  but  also  the  many  advantages  this  cour 
promised  for  the  future.  No  other  county  in  Ohio,  west  of  the  Sa 
dusky  river,  settled  up  as  fast  as  Seneca  county. 

When  congress,  on  the  4th  day  of  May,  1828,  granted  to  Ohio  50^ 
000  acres  of  land  to  build  the  Miami  canal,  it  next  became  the  duty 
the  legislature  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  land.  By  an  act  of  Febr 
ary  12,  1829,  two  land  offices  were  established  for  the  sale  of  these  h; 
million  of  acres,  one  of  which  was  located  at  Tiffin.  The  land  offi 
for  the  sale  of  the  land  in  the  Delaware  land  district  was  located  hn 
in  Af)ril,  1828.  Small  as  Tiffin  then  was,  and  far  removed  from  t 
canal  lands  to  be  sold,  it  should  nevertheless  be  remembered  that  the 
was,  at  that  time,  no  other  town  between  Tiffin  and  Fort  Wayne, 
Indiana.  The  reader  will  see,  therefore,  that  Tiffin  was  the  princij 
frontier  town  in  northwestern  Ohio  at  that  time  and  for  some  tii 
thereafter,  notwithstanding  the  organization  of  Sandusky  county  pri 
to  Seneca. 

These  land  offices  here,  I  say,  hel|)e(l  very  much  to  bring  Tiffin  ir 
notice  and  gave  it  an  air  of  stability  and  business  enterprise.  !• 
several  years  the  hotels  were  frequented  by  strangers,  who  bought  la 
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or  prospected  for  locations.  The  old  army  road  was  a  sort  oi'  thorough- 
fare for  emigrants,  many  of  whom  stopped  here — in  fact,  there  was  no 
other  road  in  Ohio,  west  of  the  Sandusky  river.  By  remembering 
these  things  we  are  enabled  to  see  how  this  vast  northwest  must  have 
looked  at  that  time. 

Clinton  township  being  so  closely  identified  with  Tiffin,  and  every- 
thing that  is  said  of  Tiffin  and  her  people  meaning  Clinton  township  at 
the  same  time,  may  be  the  reason  why  neither  Mr.  Butterfield,  in  his 
history,  nor  Mr.  Stewart,  in  his  "  Atlas,"  had  anything  to  say  about 
Clinton  township  and  her  pioneers.  But  there  were  some  old  settlers 
here,  and  men,  too,  of  no  ordinary  grade,  who  should  and  shall  be 
mentioned,  for  many  of  their  names  are  too  dear  and  valuable  to  be 
lost  so  soon.     These  pages  will  preserve  them  for  awhile. 

JOHN    KELLER, 

The  father  of  Levi,  Lewis  and  Joel  Keller  (the  sons  are  all  still  living), 
was  an  early  settler  and  a  man  of  wonderful  industry  and  persever- 
ance. He  took  a  very  active  part  in  all  public  affairs  and  became  inti- 
mately acquainted  with  the  business  of  the  public  offices.  He  filled 
the  office  of  county  commissioner  several  years,  and  after  he  got  his 
mill  on  the  river  in  running  order,  there  was  scarcely  a  farmer  in  Seneca 
county  but  was  acquainted  with  Uncle  Johnny  Keller.  He  was  very 
talkative  when  he  had  time,  and  always  ready  to  give  information  when 
required.  With  his  knowledge  of  farming  he  combined  much  mechani- 
cal skill,  and  he  was  in  his  place  on  the  farm  or  in  the  mill.  His 
practical  good  sense,  his  friendly  nature  and  honesty  of  purpose  made 
Uncle  Keller  a  very  popular  citizen. 

He  was  born  September  17,  1785,  in  York  county,  Pennsylvania, 
near  Little  York.  He  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Mitsell,  in  1804,  and 
soon  after  moved  to  Fairfield  county,  Ohio.  At  the  land  sales  in  Del- 
aware he  bought  the  land  the  old  Keller  mill  was  on,  in  1821,  and 
moved  on  to  it  in  1828.  In  1824  he  let  out  a  job  of  clearing  four  acres. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  came  up  with  a  team  and  a  lot  of  ap|)le  trees, 
with  which  he  planted  an  orchard  on  the  four  acres.  When  he  came 
back  the  following  spring,  his  apple  trees  were  all  gone.  Somebody 
had  stolen  them.  This  was  probably  the  first  orchard  planted  in  the 
county. 

Mrs.  Keller  died  in  September,  1857.  John  Keller  died  October  9, 
1859. 

HENRY  C.  BRISH 

Was  a  man  of  medium  size  and  weighed  about   165  pounds.     He  was 
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of  fair  complexion*  had  regular,  manly  features,  was  well  proportioned 
and  good  looking,  more  so  in  citizen's  clothes  than  in  uniform.  He 
had  deeply  set,  large  ha/el  eyes.  He  shaved  smooth,  except  small  ?5ide 
whiskers.  Ke  had  a  well  balanced  nature,  a  high  forehead,  and  turned 
bald  at  middle  age.  General  Brish  was  a  polished  gentleman  and  his 
home  was  the  gathering  place  for  many  of  the  elite  in  the  then  rustic 
society.  He  had  a  kind  word  for  everybody,  and  soon  became  popu- 
lar with  all  classes  of  people.  The  Senecas  were  his  pets  and  they 
made  Rosewood  a  stopping  place  whenever  they  came  up  the  river.  Dr. 
Cary  was  a  brother  to  Mrs.  Brish  He  and  Dr.  Dresbach  made  the 
General's  house  their  home-  Whenever  they  could  not  be  found  about 
town,  you  would  almost  be  sure  to  find  them  at  Brish's.  Some  people 
thought  the  General  was  very  high-strung  and  quick  tempered,  but  they 
were  only  those  who  did  not  know  him  intimately,  and  judged  him  only 
from  the  several  knock-downs  he  was  blamed  with.  The  facts  are,  the 
General  would  bear  almost  any  opposition  in  business  or  politics  as 
long  as  his  opponent  would  abstain  from  reflecting  on  his  honor  and 
calling  him  names.  He  struck  very  quick  when  that  rule  was  violatefl, 
and  the  size  of  the  opponent  or  his  standing  in  society  made  no  diflFer- 
ence.  His  relation  with  the  business  of  the  county  has  been  mentioned 
so  often  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  he  was  one  of  the  associate 
judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  here,  and  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  house  of  representatives,  besides  filling  many  other  local  o(!ices. 
When,  on  the  28th  day  of  February,  iSji,  at  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, the  Senecas  sold  their  reservation  to  the  United  States,  as  already 
stated  in  chapter  vin,  (and  see  also  chapter  xxix.),  General  Brish,  who 
had  taken  care  of  the  chief  to  Washington  and  back  to  Seneca,  was 
kindly  remembered  by  them.  At  their  own  request  a  section  was  put 
into  the  treaty  giving  to  General  Brish  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  the 
reservation.     The  section  reads  as  follows: 

'Sec.  1 1 .  Tl le  t'hief.H  i*f  the  Soueea»  bei ng  impressfNl  w I th  gniti ttide  towards 
HiMiiT  (',  ISri^sh.  Ihf'U  hiih-ji^**nt,  for  his  private*  advanf*ca  of  money  ami  pro- 
visions an<l  nnm«M<>us  tvtlier  a<'t>  (»f  kinclripss  lnwartli\  them,  a^*  wi>U  ai*  ^xtru 
st*rvice*i  ill  ioniJn|;r  with  them  to  Washiiigtotu  and  having  rxpri^iiHeil  u  wish 
that  a  i|uarter  a4M'tion  of  a  liuiulrHl  ami  .sixty  acres  of  land  ctHletl  by  tht'iii 
.should  be  i.rriinlfd  to  him  in  i^onsidf  ralitin  llit'reoi,  the  name  in  IutHiv  gnmt- 
ed  to  him  and  hxH  heirs,  to  be  located  under  the  ilircf  tlim  of  lln-  prf'sid»*nt  nf 
the  United  States.    (See  vol.  7  Laws  l^  8.,  p.  .%iO. 

The  General  selected  his  section  and  sold  it.  He  then  bought  the 
southwest  half  of  section  eighteen  in  Clinton,  General  Brish  cleared 
up  a  part  and  moved  onto  it.     He  called  it  Rosewood^  because  Mrs. 
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Here  ihe  Gcner<il  spent 


Brish  raised  rose  bushes  all  around  the  house 
the  rest  of  his  days. 

Henry  Colgate  Brish  was  born  in  Frederick  county*  Maryland, 
November  22,  1799.  At  i he  age  of  ten  years  he  became  clerk  in  the 
register's  office  of  that  county,  under  Captain  Steiner,  where  he  re- 
mained until  he  was  married,  and  where  he  received  all  the  education 
he  had.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Eleanor  S.  Carey  on  the  7th  Decern* 
ber,  1824^  by  Bishop  Jones,  of  ihe-Episcopal  Protestant  church. 

Mrs.  Brish  was  born  July  27,  1805.  They  left  Frederick  for  Seneca 
county,  and  landed  here  on  the  6th  of  July,  1828,  Sunday  afternoon. 
They  made  the  whole  distance  in  a  little  covered  carriage,  perhaps  one 
of  the  first  that  came  to  Seneca.  The  General  died  at  Ru.scwood  in 
February,  1866. 

Mrs.  Brish,  who  is  still  living  says: 

I  brought  my  old  piatio  with  me,  utirl  liavf»  it  yet.  When  \vt*  nimp  here, 
we  moved  into  n  cabiu  thai  Agreen  rncrrnlinni  liad  built.  It  liml  n  pun(*he<m 
floor,  wliieli  I  covered  with  carpet  that  I  brought  alou)^,  and  I  ha<l  someuie** 
china,  also,  nil  of  which,  I  think,  were  the  rtrst  of  th»*  kind  in  TitrnKi»er!jji|j8 
in  the  county.  Our  raliinji  were  all  cluHterecl  uroiunl  MeNpid's  st^^re,  ainl 
there  was  the  ''hub  i>f  fitshiou/'  David  and  Ktinha  Smith,  L^vi  ('resey, 
;Mr.  Custitr,  Mrs.  Mounts.  Mrs.  Kessler.  Ahel  Hinvson  ami  Samuel  Hoag- 
hiud  all  lived  between  McXeaKs  and  tlie  eani|>iKdl'baek  hridgeover  the  rail- 
roads. (Jne  time  we  made  a  ball  for  tlie  ytmn^  peojile  from  Maryland  and 
they  railed  it  the  '*  Mary  laud  hiilL"  The  river  was  high  and  the  girls  from 
the  Tilfin  side  could  m^t  get  over  on  the  first  day,  but  they  came  on  the 
second  day.  We  had  young  folks  fri>m  L(»wer  Handusky  and  fronj  up  the 
nver,  some  sixty  in  all.  We  danced  two  days  ami  three  nijchi,*?.  It  was  the 
llrst  bip:  hull  hi  the  eount>'.  David  Smith  was  the  tiddler.  Mr.  ("nuiise  hatl 
a  corn iiehl  where  the  pul>lre  square  is  in  Fort  Ball.  One  night  Drs.  <'arf»y 
and  Dresliai'h  stole  u  lot  of  roasting  ears  there  and  brought  tlieui  tcMuir 
hout^e  U»  have  tliem  Ci>oked.     We  made  a  hig  feast  of  tiieni. 

.  John  Stoner  lived  immediately  north  of  Rosewood.  He  was  also 
from  Maryland,  and  raised  a  number  of  sons,  who  became  wealthy. 
I  remember  t'teorge,  Christian  and  Dennis,  Dennis  is  the  youngest  of 
them  and  is  still  living  here.  My  efforts  to  procure  a  belter  descrip* 
tion  of  this  pioneer  I'amily  and  that  of  the  Neikirks,  who  are  now  scat- 
lered  through  Scipio,  Adams  and  Clinton,  have  failed  also. 

JOHN  BEARD 

Settled  on  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  thirty-four.  Leveret  Beadley 
lived  near  by  him  on  the  west.  North  of  the  road  lived  Wra.  McKwen. 
with  his  wife  and  twenty-one  children.  He  was  the  first  blacksmith  in 
ibis  neighborhood-     Thomas  Vanatta  came  in   1825.  and  settled  on  the 
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southwest  quarter  of  section  thirty-four,  where  some  of  the  family  still 
reside.  Vanatta  bought  out  a  man  by  the  name  of  Stripe,  who  moved 
to  Lower  Sandusky,  where  he  deah  in  fish.  He  died  of  cholera  in  1834- 
Joseph  Richards  came  in  1827  or  1829,  David  E  Owen  came  in  1829, 
and  lived  on  the  Huber  farm.  The  Frees  and  Herin  folks  came  in 
1828.  Reuben  Williams  entered  the  Coe  farm  and  built  the  saw  mill, 
which  is  still  in  running  order,  in  1824,  Daniel  Dildine  came  in  the 
same  year.  He  built  a  cabin  and  planted  the  apple  trees  that  are  still 
to  be  seen  just  north  of  the  new  cemetery.  Daniel  Lambcrson  entered 
the  southeast  quarter  of  section  thirty  Tour.  James  Myers  came  in 
^^5^  or  '34.  James  Wolf  used  to  work  for  Reuben  Williams,  and  whea 
he  had  earned  $100,  WiUiams  bought  for  him  the  eighty  acres  in  the 
southwest  corner  of  sertion  twenty-six,  where  he  afterwards  lived  and 
died. 

Mn  Beard  was  born  in  Northampton  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
14th  of  April,  1794.  He  was  married  to  Hannah  Doan  in  1817,  They 
had  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  stiil  living.  He  was  about  five  feet, 
ten  inches  high;  walked  very  erect;  had  black  hair  and  whiskers  and 
blue  eyes;  he  was  very  talkative  and  full  of  jokes  and  was  a  good 
neighbor  and  strictly  honest.  He  died  in  r832,  and  was  buried  in  the 
old  cemetery  in  Tiffin. 

(1  am  indebted  to  his  son,  Joseph^  for  the  above  narrative  ) 


DANIEL  LAMBERSON 

Was  born  December  13,  1783,  near  Belvedere,  New  Jersey,  and   died 
December  5,  1852.     He  came  and  located  here  in  the  fall  of  1824. 

JOHN   CRUM. 

Mr  Hamilton  F.  Crum  furnished  the  writer  with  the  following  state* 
ment  concerning  this  veteran  pioneer: 

On  the  Liith  uf  Fybnmr>\  1702,  my  father,  John  Cnim,  wns  bt»rn  in  Frwl- 
i^rit'k  county,  in  the  st^ite  of  Virginia,  and  in  Isia  ht*  murrii*il  liudmra  ('mm 
♦  no  blood  rHutionu  In  1h21  lit*  moveil  to  Ohio  and  »t*ltlefl  in  tOhimbtis.  In 
IHiI:^  he  V)oii^ht  lm»  arrew  t*f  hmd  in  8eiit*i'u  county,  thrw  miles  north  of 
Tifliii  on  tlio  Fremont  nmd,  himI  in  IM2I  he  moved  upon  his  land.  We  livtHl 
in  a  eabin  for  a  while,  not  far  from  our  land,  until  we  eoulil  hulld  a  Imusi*, 
Our  house  had  the  lirst  shingle  roof  between  TiUhi  and  Lower  Sandtiskv, 
W«*  experienced  many  of  the  hardships  rnmmou  to  new  netllenjents-  Father 
WiUi  Hick  nearly  idl  the  ttrst  whiter  We  lived  in  the  woo<ls;  (»urnr'jplilH>r^ 
were  jwattered,  ntuie  nearer  than  n  mile*  but  they  were  very  friendly  and 
iiocial.  Our  Ihst  nei^bhoriH  were  Mf^ses  Ahhott,  Eliphalet  Rogeii&  and  Cup* 
tain  Sherwotid,  but  otliers  skhhi  came  in. 

My  father  was  a  hard-working  nuui  and  did  all  his  eleamig.    I  waks  tfa 
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oldest  l>oy,  hnt  only  «*iglit  years  oh\  when  we  rairii^,  and  of  roiirse  rnuld  nol 
helfi  miu'h.  but  was  always  witli  liim.  MolhiT  (lif*d  when  1  Wius  ftftt»tm  ytwirs 
ohl,  Somt4miv  urtri  v\ar«l?^  fatlier  was  married  to  Margurel  Evaris^,  witli 
wlicim  [it*  lived  al>ojjHvv»>iity  years,  when  she  di»jd.  Aftinward?*  fatJjer  mar- 
nt'd  Nancy  Hoolh.  Father  died  \n  Tlflin  on  tlu^  2Hlh  dav  of  Fehniary.  Ih7:f. 
H18  widow  died  July  li,  1K74.  HAMILTON  F.  (TIUAI, 

Mr»  Criim  was  an  cxcelleui  riti/t -n  mnl  took  a  very  active  pari  in 
public  affairs  He  was  county  commissioner  sometime  (see  last  chap* 
ter)  and  while  he  was  nol  a  fast  talker,  he  was  a  strong  thinker,  H\^ 
judgment  was  dear  and  well  matured.     The  writer  knew  him  well. 

REV.  JOHN  SOUDER. 

As  you  go  north  on  the  Fremont  road  and  pass  through  the  Stoner 
farm,  the  next  place  to  the  left  was  formerly  the  home  of  Captain 
Sherwood  mentioned  several  times  already;  and  here  lived  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  when  the  writer  first  knew  him.  The  old  veteran  has 
lived  here  so  long,  and  his  quiet,  pure,  christian  life  has  exercised  so 
much  of  moral  influence  upon  this  community  for  more  than  half  a 
century,  that  it  is  really  a  pleasure  to  speak  of  him. 

He  was  born    in    Lancaster  county,   Pennsylvania,  on    the    26th    of 
November,  1799.     His  father  moved  to  Frederick  county,  Marylan^l 
in  1810,  where  he  died  in  August,  1820. 

Mr.  Souder  was  married  to  Elizabeth  A.,  daughter  of  John  Walker, 
on  the  15th  of  May,  1823.  He  became  a  member  of  the  M.  E,  church 
in  October,  1815,  and  entered  the  cause  of  reform  in  the  Fort  Seneca 
organization,  at  the  Rev,  Montgomery's,  in  1829  He  was  ordained  to 
preach  in  1845,  having  been  licensed  in  1842,  Mrs,  Souder  died  on 
the  nth  of  November,  i86i.  On  the  5 ih  of  November,  1862,  he  was 
married  to  Mrs,  Frees,  He  sold  his  farm  in  i860,  and  retired  to  private 
life  in  Tiffin,  where  now,  over  four  score  years,  he  is  still  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  good  health.  ,He  furnished  the  writer  with  the  following  stale- 
ment,  whir  h  speaks  for  itself: 

INi  IDEXrs  AND  EXPERIENCES  WITUIN  ITXE  KlifOWLKDOEANDOllftKRVATION 

OF  40UK  SMJUDEB. 

In  tht^  fall  of  1824  my  faUn^r-iii-law,  ,Mm  Walker,  and  L  left  Frede rit-k 
comity.  Maryland,  on  horHi'luM-k,  fnr  the  piirpuse  of  Fxploriug  the  west  in 
our  own  way>  We  tcmk  the  national  pike  to  Wheelinjor.  whieh  at  that  time 
was  the  national  highway  as  far  as  it  was  made.  We  eroMsed  the  Ohio  river 
at  Wheeling  and  reached  tlueinuati  b>  way  of  Zanesville  and  rirrlevilje,  a 
ditstance  of  over  .j<:k>  miles  fn>rii  our  home.  The  settlements  tiirnugh  Ohio 
were  sparse  and  quite  new,  deiidened  timlier  stain  ling  everywhere. 

There  was  no  market  for  anything,  searcely.  Wheat  was  worth  only  tlnr- 
ly-one  cents,  and  com  twelve  and  one-half  cents,  other  provisionBin  pnipor- 
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Hon.  Init  there  was  no  iiumey  iu  circulation,  Everytldug  whs  trade  and 
exchttJigt?,  "\Ve  arrive*]  at  home  in  safety,  antl  in  spite  of  tlie gloomy  outlcK>k 
ill  Oliio,  1  resoivHl  to  emigruU*  tliere,  and  in  May,  1s2»^  I  sold  out  nnd 
Htiiried  f<n*  Oluo  with  a  large  wajron  and  four  horses.  My  family  tlit?n  eoa- 
WiAUf\  of  a  wife  an<l  one  child.  al»outcn»e  year  old,  two  single  sistei^  and  my 
brother-in-law,  John  Walker,  who  wan  then  yet  nnmarned.  Ricfjard  Sneatlt 
and  hiH  fainily  came  with  uh.  That  family  ronsisleili»f  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Sneath, 
two  or  three  small  ehiUlren.  Jaeob  llnss  ajid  Henry  Xinimernian,  wlio  were 
Hinjifle  men.  Tliey  also  had  a  larj^e  wai^on  and  Ihree  luirsi'S,  Taking  lis 
alt^igether,  wr  were  a  jolly  set  fiH*  smdi  an  exmrsion. 

Nothinjroiv'iirred  worth  renieml»ering  until  we  rearhed  a  ydfiee  in  the 
xVllejj:hany  monntains  railed  "'  the  Shadesof  Deatli/*  It  was  a  pinery  through 
which  unr  road  itassefl,  Hcveii  miles  aerofts.  witliont  a  single  linniaii  hahita- 
tion,  There  was  a  titvern  antl  a  blaeksniitli  shop  jnst  east  of  the  dense  for- 
est. One  of  my  houses  lost  a  shoe  tnst  before  sunciowii.  lie  could  not 
tnivel  on  the  hard  pike  withont  being  shod.  It  was  abtnjt  time  to  put  np  for 
the  night,  bnt  t)»e  bad  repntation  <»f  the  tiivern  mjMle  ns  conclnde  to  press 
»ai.  While  n^  horse  was  being  shod,  SneaUu  with  his  family  an«l  the  young 
men,  passed  on»  leaving  me  with  the  women  and  the  child  behind.  This 
compelled  me  to  travel  tljese  seven  miles  ttaronKh  the  dark  alone.  It  wita^ 
ver>'  inc'onsiderale  in  Sneath  and  the  others  to  leave  us  thus.  One  nr  two 
armed  men  <'onlfl  have  had  us  at  their  mercy.  foV  all  I  liatl  in  the  world  I  had 
with  me.  rnderakijid  Provitlenee  we  pa.sHed  thnnigh  in  safel).  No  acci- 
dent CK'<'nn"eil  until  we  crossed  tho  river  at  Wheelings  Here  we  were  in 
Ohio,  \  nwid  leads  tip  a  liigh  liill  nearly  two  miles  from  tlie  river  before  it 
reaches  the  uplands.  Tlie  national  jfike  here  was  just  irr  process  of  cuin- 
slmction,  and  we  were  often  compelled  to  take  side  roads  tliat  were  danger- 
ous at  places.  My  wife  l»e<'ame  so  disgusted  with  the  country  that  she  ex- 
claimed at  one  time,  '*  Any  man  that  w  ill  bring  his  wife  ami  child  to  such  a 
country  as  this,  ought  to  be  i^hot.'" 

The  greatest  impediment  Uy  the  prtisperity  of  Ohio  was  a  general  want  of 
market.  The  caual  ciuinecting  the  Ohio  river  with  the  lake  was  laid  c»nl, 
hut  not  constructed.  Our  first  iilea  was  to  locate  s^miewhere  near  its  line. 
At  (iranville,  in  Licking  ciuintv,  we  found  a  vacant  liout*e,  which  we  rei^4^4 
for  tiie  time  being,  in  order  tliat  we  might  explore  the  country  round  atiout. 
We  were  not  jileased  here,  and  resolved  io  strike  for  Tiffin,  and  see  liow  that 
country  would  please  ns.  Mr.  8ueath  and  I  came  out  here  on  tiorsehack, 
leaving  (uu  families  at  Gmnville.  We  inc|uire*l  for  Fort  Ball  and  ftumd  it. 
We  saw  a  gentleman  stjinding  in  the  road  there,  and  Mr.  8neath.  who  wtis 
given  U»  he  misctiievions  at  times,  iuquired  of  the  man  how  far  it  w^as  to  Foit 
Ball,  The  man  said  :  **  You  are  riglit  in  tlie  midstof  it.''  The  stranger  was 
;Mr.  McNeal.tbe  merchant 

Cfeorge  and  John  Stonier  used  to  be  old  neighl>ors  of  ours  in  Maryland. 
W^e  inquired  for  them  and  foinid  them.  Ilere  we  put  up  for  the  night,  Tl»e 
Sandusky  country  pleased  us  better  than  anything  we  hiul  seen  in  Ohio* 
t»eing  a  rich,  level,  limestone  country,  anch  as  we  hail  been  accustomed  t4>. 
We  really  did  not  know  how  new  it  was  until  we  moved  into  it,  Tilliii  and 
Ftirt  Ball  were  then  very  small  beginnings^.  Mr.  Sneath  found  a  large  fnune 
budding  in  an  unfinished  condition  ^ Bradley 'S  Central  Hotel  afterwards^ 


CLINTOK  TOWNStrfp. 


Hemele's  Imtrlier  rthop  jiowi.  Tliiii  was  olTer*^cI  for  siile,  and  Mr.  Sneittlj 
bought  it  for  S4IH),  I  tlnt^k.  Someiw>iiy  Bhowei!  mt*  the  lainl  of  Mr.  Sher- 
wood. I  had  almost  made  n|j  my  miud  U*  buy  it,  hut  did  not  at  that  time, 
but  I  liked  the  roiintry  \er\  mtinh^ 

We  returned  to  Granville  to  brinjf  i>ur  families  here,r^l*»a<l*^tl  our  wapous* 
juid  set  anil  for  Serieea  county.  We  were  used  to  traveling  by  thii^  time,  uiid 
we  pursueil  our  journey  with  cheer,  especially  fto  auice  we  knew  the  v*ointof 
destination.  In  the  night  before  we  reachetl  Upper  Snndu^4ky  it  rained.  In 
the  morninj?  tlie  travel  was  heavy,  arid  I  lunl  a  ing^er  load  Lfian  Mr.  SneatJi, 
lie  and  the  ynun^  men  put  on  ahead  and  left  me  behind,  just  as  they  did 
once  Indore,  They  fjiit  clear  out  of  si^ht.  A  little  beyond  Marion  the  horses, 
eiideavoi  ing  to  avoid  goin^r  ilnou^Oi  a  mud  hole,  crowdetl  a  wlieel  ont-o  h 
stump,  whi<*h  nearly  upset  my  vvap^on  :  inah  whet^ls  were  at  lea^t  a  fool  tvom 
the  ground,  but  ail  the  horses  rushed  forwatiJ  with  speed  through  the  mud 
hole,  and  the  wagon  righted  up  again.  My  wife  and  child  were  alone  in  tlje 
wjigon  at  the  time,  and  an  upset  tlnTc  and  then  might  luive  l>een  ii  vi^ry 
serious  affair. 

It  was  long  after  night  before  we  it*ached  Upper  Sandusky,  and  there  found 
our  frieuils  nicely  tucked  away  tn  Ited  at  Walker's  Hotel,  We  had  jxot  seen 
them  all  day. 

We  had  another  fearful  time  before  we  reached  Upper  Samlusky.  My 
vvif(»  and  my  sisters  had  never  seen  an  Indian  bet'oi'e.andall  they  ever  heard 
of  them  was  savage  cruelty,  As  night  caniH  on  {hp  Indians  rude  after  us  on 
their  ponies,  yelping  and  h<;M»ping,  This  frightened  the  wmuicu  very  much. 
I  was  on  my  saddle  horse,  and  they  kept  (!alliug  to  me  in  an  <mderlone, 
*' drive  on,  drive  on, '^  I  had  seen  them  before,  and  remained  (juiet.  We 
keptlogether  after  leaving  Upper  Sambisky. 

When  we  reachetl  Lovers  InlK  near  Tittln,  tlie  joke  turned  the  other  way. 
Sneath*s  horses  got  vei^  smooth,  an*i  Lovers  Idll  was  steep  and  slippej'y. 
Sneatli  was  on  bis  saddle  horse  and  attempted  to  ascend  the  bill,  but  failed* 
and  his  saddle  horse  fell  down,  the  wagon  ran  back  close  to  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  came  very  near  upsetting  into  it,  but  all  went  on  stifely,  and  we 
kept  together  to  the  town. 

The  best  part  of  the  joke  came  in  when  Mr,  Sneatb  jumped  up  after  Ids 
hoi-se  fell  and  exfdaimed  that  he  might  have  got  his  leg  broken,  regartlless 
of  the  (hinger  of  losing  tlie  lives  of  his  entire  family, 

Mr.  Sneatb  moveil  into  his  house,  and  I  found  an  empty  cabin  in  Fort  Ball, 
belonging  to  Mr.  McGaffey,  Mr.  Spencer  was  the  proprietcu-  of  Fort  Ball, 
Mr,  McNeal  had  a  small  store,  EHsha  Smith  kept  Uivern,  Levi  Ileasey  was 
a  lilrtcksmith,  David  Smith  wjis  a  cabinet  maker,  a  jiTstice  of  the  pecR*e  and 
H  Ikldler,  He  lived  near  the  river.  Dr.  Dresbach.  lawyers  Raw  son  and 
Dickinson  were  here ;  all  single  men  and  the  three  occupied  the  same  small 
otHce  together.  It  was  alxmt  twelve  liy  fourteen  feet,  ami  is  still  standing 
on  Sandusky  street. 

Dr.  Dresbaclfs  luotto  was,  *'  Root^  bog,  or  die."  Mr.  McflalTey  was  clerk 
of  the  court  at  that  time.  One  time  in  convei*sation  he  predicte<l  that  with- 
in fifteen  years  we  wt^ild  have  a  railroad  through  the  counti'y.  When  I  left 
Maryland  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  company  had  only  thirteen  miles  of  roa4i 
out  of  Baltimore. 
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i  lnnij:hl  thf^  Sht^rwoot!  pla<-e<'i>nt}vinfng  nearly  4tfl  ac-res.  mosftyTn  set^tioii 
af^vtfit,  fi»r  :f  1,WL),  an  1  gtvl  possrssiou  on  lUe  1st  of  July.  IS:!^),  We  urn  veil  in 
F^rt  B jII  on  th?  loth  nf  Junt»  th^it  yt*;ir.  Mr.  Shtrvvootl  w;is  not  ii  viny  s*ur- 
ce'isfnl  m  iii  In  hn^inf^s:^,  }l^  k^pt  a  biirrel  «>f  w  hhky  in  liis  hnnsp,  Wliisky 
an  1  hurtinHHft  iif»vi?r  rim  wt^li  together, 

Mv.  Hi)Wt*  li  ill  a  IVw  ;ifre8  cleariMl  aJang^iiil*'  nf  tlio  Stjmer  farm, 

W^m.  Mouljjromery  kept  a  lavena  in  a  small  vs^ay  on  a  9ix*acre  lot  taken  of 
ti/ a  cMiHier  of  tin*  lami  I  hoii^lit.    Tliest*  were  all  tlu»  imprtiveinents  in  thaf 
n«tiglilM»rhocwl. 

My  neij^hlmrs  wen^  Mr.  Bowe  and  <»porge  and  Jolm  Stoner,  who  amw  hi 
the  fall  of  1822. 

John  Stoner  lost  his  life  by  a  simple  arrident  In  the  fall  of  l82ii  he  sbol 
a  si^uirrel  anil  trl«^il  Ut  finish  it  with  the  butt  of  his  ffun.  He  slipped  and  fel 
on  the  mzzle  of  his  ;fiin.  which  injured  him  internally  to  surh  an  extent  Ihalj 
h=»  died  after  jfrt^al  sufferintc.  in  January,  1827.  He  was  the  tirst  perwoii 
buried  in  the  Stoner  grraveyanl. 

Ji>hn.  Jacob  and    Abraham  Cnim,  three  brothers;  E.  Eogers,  John  Cniinl 
and  old  Mr.  Abbott  were  also  ueighijort*. 

The  Rtiseniiergerjij,  8haulb,  Klines  and  others  were  Virginians  and  hatl  a 
little  settlement  west  of  Wolf  <Teek. 

Cteorge  PulTenberger  lived  in  a  ealdn  some  distance  west,  and  John  Flack 
in  <uow)  Liberty,  lived  the  farthest  westward  of  any  man  1  could  hear  of.  I 
was  in  eomp:iny  witlj  others  in  view  of  a  new  road  ami  we  stopped  atFlat^k's. 
It  seemed  very  lonesome  to  live  so  entirely  ahjne  in  the  forest  as  Flack  did. 

Mr.  Coriu4iu3  Flnmmerfelt  and  ttie  Parker  brothers  came  about  the  tim«> 
I  did. 

The  Indians  were  troublesome  at  times,  but  ne^er  dan;^erou8,  except  when 
iutt»xicated.  The  Wyandots  made  their  annual  trips  to  Maiden  U*  receive 
presents  from  the  British  government  for  services  rendered  in  the  war 
agairtst  the  Tuited  States.  On  their  way  out  they  bought  whisky  at  Fort 
Ball  and  elsewhere,  and  generally  camped  in  front  of  our  bouse,  where  they 
all  got  drunk  and  rested  a  whole  day  to  sober  np.  They  generally  had  their 
whole  families  with  them.  They  used  to  come  int^o  the  house  and  wanted 
everthing  we  had,  especially  l>read.  Sometimes  they  took  all  the  brejid  we 
hit  I  and  my  wife  had  to  bake  again.  They  always  paid  for  what  Ihey 
bivught,  of  ten  paying  twenty-live  cents  for  a  loaf  of  bread.  One  time  a 
drunken  Indian  got  Jiugry  at  my  wife  and  drew  his  knife  on  her.  He  would 
have  used  it  Iku!  it  not  been  for  a  sober  Indian  close  by.  The  sober  Indiana 
often  stayed  all  night  at  our  house,  sleeinng  by  the  fire  in  the  same  room  we 
slept.  We  itfU'U  liought  venison  and  cranberries  from  them,  A  camp  of 
druukeu  Iiidiuns  and  squaws  is  a  most  disgusting  sight:  the  papotiseA 
atmpped  on  a  Ifoard  sitting  against  the  trees,  and  tbe  men  and  wcuneut  reel- 
ing around,  the  sijuaws  squealing  like  wihl  cats.  But  with  ^Ul  their  gencml 
degradation,  we  had  some  interesting  interview  with  those  who  had  been 
christianized  at  camp  and  other  meetings. 

Mr.  Moler,  a  very  early  settler,  took  up  the  land  where  Mr.  Man le  U veil. 
Ji»hn  Dorari.  mH>ther  |doueer.  was  at  the  raising  of  Mr.  Hedges*  mill  on  the 
river,  and  became  ciipplcd  for  life  by  the  falling  nf  a  tree  in  a  storm  while 
raising  the  mill. 
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My  mother  lived  with  me*  aft«r  my  father's  de^th^  until  she  died  in  1840, 
at  llie  age  of  76  years. 

DAVID    KrCKENBAUGM 

Was  born  in  Washington  county.  Maryland,  December  9th,  1799.  In 
October,  1837,  ^^  moved  to  Stark  county,  Ohio,  and  in  September, 
*833,  to  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  locating  three  and  one-half  miles  east  of 
Tiflin,  on  the  North  Greenfield  road,  where  he  bought  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  all  woods,  except  about  ten  acres  that  had  been  cleared 
by  Uriah  Egbert,  from  whom  he  purchased  the  land.  By  industry  and 
good  management  he  became  successful  in  farming,  finding  market  in 
Sandusky.  It  was  customary  in  the  early  days  here  with  farmers,  who 
lived  near  Tiffin,  Melmore  or  Republic,  that  when  they  took  a  load  of 
produce  to  Sandusky  to  bring  back  a  load  of  goods  for  the  merchants- 
There  were  most  always  some  of  their  goods  piled  up  there  awaiting 
transportation.  Mr.  Rickenbaugh's  personal  integrity  won  the  confi* 
dence  of  everybody  that  knew  him,  and  the  merchants  gave  him  orders 
to  bring  goods  with  pleasure. 

He  was  married  on  the  27th  of  February,  1822,  to  Margaret  Sprecher, 
jf  Washington  county,  Maryland^  who  is  a  sister  of  the  distinguished 
ivine,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Sprecher,  D.  D.  and  L  I..  D  ,  the  president  of 
Wittenberg  college,  at  Springfield,  Ohio. 

This  marriage  was  blessed  with  two  daughters  and  four  sons.  Two 
sons  only  survive;  Samuel  living  on  the  old  homestead,  and  Jacob 
living  near  Tiffin,  Ohio.  Mr.  Rickenbaugh  died  April  17th,  1859^.  at 
the  age  of  sixty  years,  highly  esteemed  for  his  many  traits  of  manly 
virtues,  and  mourned  by  those  who  had  learned  to  love  and  admire  him 
as  a  good  and  true  man  in  hfe. 

Mrs.  Rickenbaugh  still  survives,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty, 
spending  the  evening  of  her  life  with  her  son  Samuel,  on  the  old  home- 
stead. , 

UANIKL    DTLDINE,   SR. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  an  early  pioneer  of  this  township.  He 
was  born  in  Northampton  county,  Pennsylvania,  September  24th,  1780. 
His  father  died  when  Daniel  was  but  ten  years  old.  Some  years  there- 
after he  commenced  the  struggle  for  life  single  handed  and  alone  by 
driving  a  team  over  the  mountains  of  Pennsylvania,  which  business  he 
followed  for  several  years.  In  i8oj  he  was  married,  and  in  1805  he 
moved  to  and  located  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  being  among  the  first 
settlers  of  that  portion  of  Ohio,  then  the  frontier.      In  1806  he  moved 

to  Pickaway,  and  located  upon  a  tract  of  land  purchased  from  the  gov- 
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crnniem  at  three  dollars  per  acre.  In  1824  he  sold  this  land,  moved 
to  this  county,  and  purchased  land  of  the  government  on  Rocky  creek, 
from  which  the  new  cemetery  is  taken,  and  as  already  described.  It 
look  him  seven  days  to  move  from  Pickaway  here.  He  stopped  for  a 
few  days  with  Reuben  Williams,  on  the  Coe  farm,  in  the  log  house  still 
standing  there,  and  until  he  could  build  a  cabin  for  himself.  He  ar 
rtved  here  in  April,  and  his  cattle  were  compelled  to  subsi&t  on  brouse 
until  pasture  came  on.  The  poor  animals  were  so  used  to  brouse  that 
when  they  heard  a  tree  fall  they  would  all  run  and  devour  the  tender 
branches  with  avidity.  John  Scarles,  Joseph  Foncannon  and  George 
Stoner»  who  lived  from  three  to  five  miles  apart,  were  about  all  the 
persons  who  had  corn  to  sell,  and  Mr.  Dildine  had  to  biiy  his  corn 
where  he  could  ^et  it,  and  for  the  provisions  for  his  family  he  had  to  ^o 
to  Franklin  county  and  to  Mansfield,  where  he  obtained  them  in  ex- 
change for  salt  and  fish,  which  he  took  with  him.  The  fish  were  caught 
here  in  great  abundance  in  the  creeks,  the  river  and  the  lake.  The  Rait 
was  shipped  from  Syracuse;  both  salt  and  fish  selling  in  the  central 
counties  with  a  handsome  profit- 
Mr.  Dildine  cleared  a  good  portion  of  his  farm,  and  in  1830  sold  it 
to  Thomas  Coe.  He  then  bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acrea  on  the 
South  Greenfield  road,  about  three  and  a  half  miles  cast  of  Tiffin,  where 
he  lived  the  rest  of  his  days.  He  retained  to  his  last  his  mental  and 
very  much  of  his  physical  powers.  He  was  a  man  of  wonderful  endur- 
ance; quiet  in  his  nature,  kind  and  generous.  He  lived  to  a  fine  old 
age,  and  exchanged  tlie  scenes  of  this  life  for  the  realities  of  a  higher 
order  of  existence  at  the  ripe  age  of  ninety-one  years  and  three  da; 
on  the  27th  day  of  September.  15472. 

HICHOLA.S  aorrscHius 

Was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  under  General  Harrison*  \\e  wat^ 
horn  in  Montgomery  county,  New  York;  moved  from  there  to  Franklin 
county,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Seneca  In  1825,  in  April,  He  first  located 
OD  the  North  Greenfield  road,  near  Egbert's,  and  located  on  the  Port- 
land road  in  1835,  upon  the  eighty  acres  he  had  entered.  He  wa* 
about  seventy-eiphl  years  old  when  he  died,  at  une  of  his  son's-in-law  in 
Sandusky  county.     He  had  two  isonsand  three  daughters. 

(AMES   aOETSCHlUS, 

Hijt  oldcHi  aon,  who  <:ame  here  with  hifi  father,   lives  on  the  old  home- ' 
ftead.     He  was  born  September  24th,  1807.  in  Franklin   county,  Ohio. 
His  wife,  Fermcha  Smith,  came  here  with  Joseph  Biggs  from  Maryland/ 
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When  they  settled  in  Clinton  there  was  no  house  for  seven  miles  east 
on  the  North  Greenfield  road,  Samuel  ScothornsTin  Reed,  lived  there* 
There  was  no  road  open  to  town.  They  had  to  underbrush  a  road  to 
'^Tiffin,  and  then  followed  the  blazed  trees.  Hunter's  mill  was  built  in 
1825, 

FREDERICK    CRAMER 

Was  born  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  of  German  parentage,  on  the 
2jd  day  of  September,  1779*  and  was  married  about  March  25th,  1806, 
to  Catharine  Barrack,  who  died  January  17th,  1864,  aged  eighty-two 
years,  two  months  and  nineteen  days, 

Mr.  Cramer  arrived  here  on  the  30th  day  of  September,  1830  (being 
twenty  one  days  on  the  road),  and  bought  the  northeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion sixteen,  here  in  Clintoni  on  the  1st  day  of  October  in  that  year» 
and  where  he  resided  all  the  balance  of  his  days.  He  died  on  the  8th 
day  of  August,  1842,  aged  sixty- two  years,  ten  months  and  fifteen  days 
Six  of  his  children  died  in  infancy,  and  four  are  still  living.  Dennis  F. 
Cramer  is  the  oldest  son,  now  living  in  Tiffin,  and  the  father  of  a  large 
family.  Three  of  his  sons  are  lawyers,  of  whom  Upton  F.  held  the  office 
of  probate  judge  many  years.  Father  Cramer  was  not  very  tall,  but 
corpulent  and  large.  In  his  dress  and  general  appearance  he  was  the 
very  embodiment  of  a  Quaker,  but  he  was  an  esteemed  member  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church. 

JAMES    MYERS 

VV^as  born  in  Martinsburg,  Berkley  county,  Virginia,  February  23d,  1800. 
When  about  two  years  old,  his  father  emigrated  to  the  state  of  Ohio,, 
then  just  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  settled  in  the  hills  of  Fairfield 
county,  near  where  Lancaster  now  stands.  The  country  around  Iherc  was 
almost  an  unbroken  wilderness  at  that  time,  there  being  but  a  few  pioneer 
settlers,  who  had  to  battle  with  the  forest,  wild  beasts  and  wild  Indians. 
They  were  obliged  to  raise  their  own  living,  and  raise  and  make  their 
own  homespun  garments.  James  was  the  oldest  of  John  Myers'  family 
of  nine  children,  and  was  of  necessity  compelled  to  work  as  soon  as  he 
was  able  to  assist  in  maintaining  the  family.  Their  advantages  for  edu- 
cation were  limited,  there  being  no  school  houses  and  few  scholars,  and 
in  fact  their  necessities  did  not  allow  them  much  time  for  education, 
but  whatever  they  did  get  was  mastered  by  themselves  before  a  great 
log  fire,  of  nights  and  stormy  days. 

In  ihiji  condition  his  youth  and  boyhood  was  spent,  working  with  his 
father  at  the  carpenter  trade,  building  their  rude  houses  and  barns, 
until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when,  on  January  1st,  18^4,  he  was 
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married  to  Sarah  Caw,  a  young  woman  of  Newark,  Licking  county, 
Ohio,  After  marriic^c  he  commenced  business  for  himself,  and  tried 
his  fortune  at  raising  tobacco  among  the  hills  of  Fairfield  county,  which 
business  he  followed  for  several  years,  until  his  own  family  began  loin* 
crease.  When  it  consisted  of  himself,  wife  and  four  children,  he  began 
to  think  he  must  own  some  Und  in  order  to  be  able  to  raise  his  family 
properly,  but  by  that  time  all  the  tillable  land  of  Fairfield  county  was 
already  occupied,  and  his  scanty  means  would  not  allow  him  to  pur- 
chase second  handed^  so  he  began  looking  over  the  territories  of  the 
far  west,  as  it  was  then  called. 

Himself  and  a  friend,  Isaac  Le[jurd,  (who  settled  near  Attica,  in 
Venice),  started  out  in  search  of  government  land,  and  as  the  tide  of 
emigration  had  begun  to  lead  to  Seneca  county,  he  and  his  friend  di- 
rected their  steps  thither;  I  say  steps,  for  they  traveled  on  hr.^t  it  being 
before  the  days  of  steamboats  and  railroads. 

In  September.  1831^  they  arrived  at  a  land  office,  now  called  Tiffin, 
which,  at  that  time,  was  composed  of  old  Fort  Ball,  and  two  or  three 
log  cabins  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  After  looking  over  the  country 
a  couple  of  weeks,  Ihey  both  suited  them=.elves,  and  entered  as  much 
land  as  their  means  would  allow,  and  returned  home  to  Fairfield,  to 
collect  money  enough  again  to  move  him  and  family  to  his  newly 
acquired  possessions. 

It  was  not  until  in  June,  1853,  that  he  left  Fairfield  county,  with  his 
family,  in  a  two  horse  wagon,  with  all  his  worldly  e/fects.  His  family 
then  consisted  of  his  wife  and  four  children,  Maria  Louise,  Martha,  George 
and  David,  then  a  babe  three  months  old.  They  were  on  the  road  fifteen 
days,  and  traveled  a  distance  of  less  than  a  hundred  miles,  the  road 
most  of  the  way  being  In  the  woods,  only  an  Indian  trail  or  a  blazed 
route  to  guide  footmen.  They  arrived  on  the  23d  of  June,  and  began 
immediately  to  make  for  themselves  a  home  by  clearing  off  a  piece  of 
land  and  building  a  house,  with  which  they  took  extra  pains  to  have  it 
large  and  fine  for  those  days,  and  which  is  still  standing,  the  same  that 
is  occupied  by  Conrad  and  George  Gillig  as  a  residence  on  the  old 
homestead,  but  for  several  weeks  they  slept  in  their  wagon  and  cooked 
their  meals  by  a  stump-ftre. 

Four  more  childrej?  wrre  born  lo  them  in  Seneca  cotmty,  Ann,  James 
C,  Jennie  and  John.  Maria,  the  eldest,  died  in  the  15th  year  of  her 
age,  and  John,  the  youngest*  died  the  same  year,  and  arc  buried  in  the 
old  Rockrun  cemetery,  they  being  the  only  deaths  that  have  occurred 
in  the  family.  All  the  rest  are  well,  and  give  prospect  of  long  lives. 
They  lived  upon  the  old  farm  fony-four  years. 
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In  1875,  being  old  and  almost  blind,  and  Aunt  Sally,  his  wife,  being 
unable  to  attend  to  her  household  duties,  and  having  no  children  at 
home,  he  concluded  to  sell  their  homeiitead  and  spend  the  balance 
of  their  days  in  ease  and  comfort.  So  they  sold  off  all  real  and  per- 
sonal estate,  retaining  nothing  but  a  horse  and  carriage,  and  moved  to 
the  home  of  the  oldest  daughter,  Martha,  living  in  Henry  county,  Ohio, 
where  they  still  resi.de  in  peace  and  happiness,  being  both  well,  with 
prospects  of  living  a  good  many  years  yet.  They  have  lived  together 
fifty-six  years  January  ist,  1880. 

"  Uncle  Jim,"  as  he  was  familiarly  called,  was  a  whole-souled,  kind 
hearted  man,  always  giving  to  those  in  need.  The  beggar  was  never 
turned  from  his  door  empty.  He  had  a  kind  look  and  a  pleasant  smile 
for  everybody  he  met.  He  was  a  friend  to  everyone,  and  all  seemed 
glad  to  see  him  and  take  a  friendly  shake  whenever  they  met.  For  the, 
last  few  years  he  has  so  nearly  lost  his  eyesight  that  he  cannot  read  nor 
scarcely  recognize  his  friends.  This  is  a  great  loss  to  him,  as  he  was  a 
great  reader,  and  few  men  were  better  posted  than  he  in  matters  and 
things  in  general;  but  now  he  depends  entirely  upon  his  friends  to  read 
for  him,  and  they  are  very  kind  to  him,  doing  all  that  can  be  done  to 
make  him  comfortable. 

Samuel.  Waggoner,  Martin  Frees,  Ezra  Baker,  William  Baker,  Jacob 
Adams,  Jacob  Souder,  old  Mr.  Olmsted,  David  Olmsted,  Elisha  Olm- 
sted, Thomas  Vanatta,  Asa  Crocket,  John  Wolf,  Pdter  Schuch,  Joseph 
Herin,  Samuel  Herin,  Jacob  Frees,  William  Williams,  James  Meyers, 
Peter  Frees  and  others  were  also  old  settlers  in  Clinton,  in  addition  to 
those  already  named. 

The  first  patent  issued  by  the  United  States  for  any  land  sold  in  this 
county,  by  an  act  of  congress  passed  April  24th,  1820,  providing  for  the^ 
sale  of  the  public  lands  (called  the  new  purchase),  was  for  the  west  half 
of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  twenty-three,  T.  2,  N.  R.  15  E., 
eighty  acres,  to  John  Anway.  For  want  of  a  county  here  this  patent 
was  recorded  in  the  recorder's  office  at  Lower  Sandusky. 

I  found  more  to  say  about  Clinton  township  than  I  first  anticipated, 
but  there  is  history  in  all  of  it. 

THE    SWANDER    FAMILY, 

Who  filled  a  very  conspicuous  place  in  public  estimation,  one  of  whom 
is  still  living  here,  and  the  numerousgrandchildren  being  scattered  far  and 
near,  deserve  particular  mention  in  the  history  of  this  township. 

Frederick  Schwander  came  from  the  Canton  of  Bern,  in  Switzerland, 
to  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania  in  1750,  ana  settled  in    South  Whitehall 
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township,  Lehigh  county,  on  a  farra  thai  has  ever  since  and  up  to  this  time 
been  known  as  the  '*  Schwander  place."  He  was  married  here  and 
raised  a  family.  After  his  death  the  oldest  son,  Jacob,  became  the 
owner  of  the  farm  on  which  he  was  born. 

A  Mr,  Shriver  lived  some  eight  miles  away,  and  had  living  in  his  house 
with  him  as  a  sort  of  quasi  slave,  a  beautiful  Swiss  girl  by  the  name  of 
Barbara  Gerster,  He  bought  her  at  Philadelphia  for  her  fare  across  the 
ocean.  The  reader  should  remember  here,  that  it  was  considered  not 
only  right  and  fair  to  sell  the  passengers  to  America  who  could  not  pay 
for  their  passage,  btU  the  act  was  legalized  by  statute.  They  were  sold 
irtion  for  the  least  number  of  months  or  years  a  person  would  buy 
ii»  for  and  pay  the  fare.  Families  were  thus  often  separated,  many 
of  them  abused  and  ill-treated,  and  by  people,  too,  that  soon  after  this 
system  of  slavery  was  abolished,  raised  a  terrible  hue  and  cry  against 
black  slavery.  After  the  shipowners  of  Boston  had  become  rich  in  the 
African  slave  trade,  they  all  became  Abolitionists.  But  to  return  to  the 
w^cdding. 

^fear  Mr.  Shriver*s  was  a  place  called  Egypt,  for  it  produced  great 
quantities  of  grain.  Jacob  Schwander  and  the  Swiss  beauty  were  lovers. 
One  day  they  went  to  Figypt,  and  the  young  couple  were  married  by  a 
preacher.  After  the  wedding  ceremony  was  over,  the  young  bride  took 
a  seat  on  Schwander's  horse,  behind  the  groom,  and  they  rode  back  to 
the  farm.  After  dinner  bride  and  groom  took  their  sickels  and  went 
into  the  harvest  field  reaping  wheat  the  balance  of  the  day.  This  was 
their  bridal  tour.  There  were  no  railroads  leading  to  the  fashionable 
watering  places,  and  there  were  no  *'  shoddies  '*  in  the  country  at  thai 
time. 

Life  meant  work,  and  the  sentence  of  Adam  was  the  order  ot  the  day. 
This  wedding  took  place  in  1775. 

When  Frederick  Schwander  came  to  this  country  his  father  and 
grandfather  were  still  living.  Jacob  had  eight  children,  five  l>oys  and 
three  girls,  John  Schwander  was  his  oldest  son,  and  was  born  on  the 
farm  where  his  father  was  born,  and  while  his  father  was  serving  in  the 
revolutionary  army,  under  Washington,  on  the  arst  day  of  June,  1776, 
and  thirteen  days  before  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  John  was 
raised  on  the  same  farm,  and  in  the  year  1800  was  married  to  Miss 
Ivlieabeth  Glick,  of  Lehigh  county.  The  writer  heard  the  old  gentle- 
man say  that  he  voted  for  Jcflferson  in  the  same  year  he  was  married 
John  Schwanfler  had  thirteen  children  in  this  union,  seven  boys  and  six 
girls.  The  sons  arc  all  dead  but  Edward,  who  iss  the  youngest  son,  but 
the  daughters  are  all  living  at  this  writing.     The  sons  were  John,  Jaracs, 
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Thoraas,  Joseph.  Edward  and  Stephen  (who  died  when  he  was  fourteen 

years  old  on  the  old  farm  in  Pennsylvania),  and  another  died  there  also 
in  infancy.  The  daughters  are  Hannah,  wife  of  Henry  Kunkle,  of 
Lucas  county,  Ohio;  Etelia,  widow  of  Francis  Trexler;  Sarah,  widow 
of  William  Burkhalter;  Eliza,  wife  of  Edward  Knouse;  Mary  Ann,  wife 
of  William  Snyder,  and  Caroline,  wife  of  William  Sohn,  all  living  in 
Seneca  county.  John  died  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  lived,  at  New- 
hope.  James,  Joseph  and  Thomas  died  on  their  farm  homes  in  Clinton 
township,  where  they  had  lived  near  together  on  the  Mansfield  state 
road 

John  Schwander,  the  father  of  these  children,  atter  his  marriage  in 
1800,  rented  farms  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  old  homestead  until 
1S07,  when  he  moved  to  Ohio  and  located  in  Fairfield  county,  but 
becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  country,  returned  to  Lehigh  county  and 
bought  the  old  homestead.  Here  his  son,  Edward,  was  born,  and  all 
of  the  younger  girls;  the  homestead  of  their  great  grandfather,  Fred- 
erickj  a  circumstance  very  rare  in  America,  where  people  are  moving 
from  place  to  place  with  a  wonderful  facility  and  where  the  love  of 
home  is  not  a  cardinal  virtue  among  the  people. 

These  children  of  John  Schwander  dropped  the  ''  ch  *'  in  the  name  as 
they  grew  up,  and  attended  English  schools.  Edward  was  married  in 
Lehigh  and  moved  into  Clinton  in  1840,  where  he  settled  on  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  twenty-seven,  and  where  he  still  lives,  the  only 
male  survivor  of  that  once  large  family.  After  living  here  about  one 
year,  he  lost  his  wife,  and  in  1844  he  was  again  married  to  Hannah,  the 
youngest  sister  of  the  writer.  In  this  union  eight  children  were  born, 
of  whom  six  are  still  living,     Hannah  died  December  4,  1865. 

About  one  year  after  Edward  moved  to  Clinton,  the  father  sold  the 
old  Schwander  place  in  Lehigh  and  came  to  Seneca  also,  ^ 

When  you  go  eastward  on  the  South  Greenfield  road,  about  two 
miles  from  Tiffin,  you  strike  the  Morrison  state  road.  Looking  north 
you  see  a  neat  little  brick  house,  painted  red,  standing  close  to  Willow 
creek  and  a  spring.  This  house  John  Schwander  built.  Here  he  lived 
until  he  died  on  the  17th  of  June,  1859.  His  wife  also  died  here  on 
the  7th  of  February,  1861,  less  than  two  years  after  his  death. 

The  old  gentleman  was  remarkable  in  his  physical  and  mental  make- 
up. He  was  about  five  feet,  six  inches  high,  stout  and  compactly  built; 
had  a  fair  complexion,  large,  blue  eyes,  and  a  fine  head,  which  became 
bald  as  he  grew  old.  He  was  very  pleasant  in  conversation,  and  in- 
structive. He  spoke  very  interestingly,  relating  transactions  and  affairs 
in  Pennsylvania,  his  exploits  when  he  drove  a  big  team  on  the  pikes, 
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his  knowledge  of  men  and  events,  and  his  age  put  no  obstacle  in  his 
way  of  relating  laughable  anecdotes.  He  was  a  gentleman  by  nature 
and  education;  always  pleasant,  always  kind  to  everybody,  and  being 
possessed  of  a  cheerful  nature,  enabling  him  to  look  upon  the  sunny 
side  of  life,  no  doubt  prolonged  his  days.  He  and  the  old  lady  died 
highly  esteemed  in  the  community  where  they  spent  the  evening  of 
thdr  days.  This  family  of  Schwanders  is  the  only  one  by  that  name 
knov^m  in  the  United  States. 

One  historic  incident  in  the  life  of  the  aboved  named  Jacob  Schwan- 
der  should  not  be  omitted: 

During  the  administration  of  the  elder  Adams,  Tennsylvania  passed 
an  act  taxing  the  doors  and  windows  of  the  houses.  The  law  proved 
exceedingly  obnoxious  to  the  people,  and  on  several  occasions  the  col- 
lectors were  abused.  The  people  in  the  Lehigh  valley  had  stood  by 
the  United  Colonies  during  the  revolutionary  war,  and  contributed 
men  and  means  in  support  of  it.  When  this  new  form  of  stamp-tax 
was  inaugurated,  some  of  them  met  a  collector  who  came  amongst 
them  on  horseback,  made  him  get  off  his  horse  and  lold  him  that  they 
would  show  him  how  the  stamp-tax  operated.  One  of  the  men  raised 
the  horse's  tail  and  the  others  pushed  the  collector's  nose  to  where  the 
crupper  makes  a  crook.  For  this  rough  treatment  the  men  were  arrest* 
ed  and  placed  in  the  jail  in  Bethlehem,  which  was  then  the  county  seal 
of  Northampton  county,  and  before  the  county  of  Lehigh  was  organ- 
iztd.  The  imprisonment  of  the  men  aroused  the  indignation  of  the 
people  of  Lehigh  valley  to  such  an  extent  that  one  time,  in  open  day- 
light^ several  hundred  men  assembled  near  Bethlehem  and  marched  to 
the  jail.  Here  they  formed  two  lines  in  open  order  when  a  squad  of 
them  demanded  the  release  of  the  men,  and  this  being  refused  by  the 
sheriff,  the  doors  of  the  jail  were  forced  open  and  the  men  released 
The  sheriff  called  out  the  militia  and  a  regiment  of  soldiers  camped 
near  Bethlehem,  assisting  the  sheriff  in  making  arrests.  The  whole 
country  was  aroused,  and  many  of  the  rescuing  parties  fled  into  the 
mountains.  Those  who  were  arrested  were  prosecuted  and  lined,  or 
acquitted,  A  warrant  was  issued  also  against  Jacob  Schwander,  who 
was,  perhaps^  as  guilty  as  any  of  them,  but  he  escaped  the  vigilance  of 
the  sheriff,  his  posse  and  the  military  by  secreting  himself  in  a  large 
stone  quarry,  not  far  from  his  farm — the  Schwander  place.  For  three 
months  his  wife  carried  his  victuals  to  him  in  the  night,  returning  be- 
fore morning,  unobserved.  If  she  had  attracted  the  attention  of  any- 
one, even,  there  was  nobody  to  tell  tales  out  of  school  The  law  had 
no  friends  in  the  Lehigh  valley,     Schwander  escaped  unpunished. 
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'  JOHN    SECRIST 

Was  born  October  27,  i8oj»  in  Frederick  conrjiy.  MarylaDd,  and  raised 
as  a  farmer.  He  married  Margaret  VVaUraan,  August  4,  1825,  who  was 
born  April  23,  1803.  They  settled  in  the  woods  on  the  farm  where 
Judge  F^ittcnger  now  lives,  on  the  Melmore  road,  in  October,  1828,  and 
took  their  share  of  the  frontier  joys  and  hardships  with  the  rest  of  the 
settlers, 

Mr.  Secrist  died  April  6,  1848.  .  Mrs.  Secrist  lives  with  her  daughter 
in  Tiffin,  Ohio, 

MR.    CHARLES  KELLEY 

Was  born  on  the  6lh  of  March,  1798,  in  Huntington  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania. When  he  was  yet  a  child^  his  father  moved  w*ith  his  family 
into  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  and  settled  four  miles  east  of  Wooster.  In 
the  summer  of  1S21  he,  with  seven  others,  his  comrades,  started  on 
foot  to  see  the  western  country.  They  came  to  Mansfield  and  from 
there  they  took  a  road  that  was  called  the  '*  McCormack  trail/*  which 
led  through  the  woods  to  Tiffin,  by  way  of  Caroline.  They  stayed  here 
one  week,  and  while  here  they  helped  to  put  up  a  cabin  for  a  man  by 
the  name  of  Armstrong  Drennin.  Mr.  Hedges  had  made  him  a  present 
of  a  lot  with  the  condition  that  Drennin  would  build  a  cabin  upon  it 
and  move  his  family  into  it. 

The  party  wanted  to  board  at  Mr.  Bowe's,  but  when  Bowe  found  out 
that  they  were  going  to  build  a  cabin  on  this  side  of  the  river,  he  got 
angry  and  refused  to  board  them.  They  put  up  the  cabin,  however^ 
and  boarded  themselves.  Mr.  Kelley  was  the  cook-  A  man  came  along 
with  some  flour^  which  they  bought,  together  with  some  pork.  Two^ 
Indians  took  hold  and  helped  them  some  in  getting  up  the  logs,  but 
when  dinner  was  ready  they  refused  to  eat  with  the  whites*  They 
stayed  apart  by  themselves,  but  they  would  eat  all  that  was  brought  to 
them. 

The  cabin  was  put  up  on  the  lot  south  of  the  woolen  mill  and  on  the 
spot  where  the  frame  building  now  stands,  on  the  west  side  of  Wash- 
ington street,  and  is  occupied  by  the  Yingat  family.  It  was  the  first ! 
cabin  erected  on  the  plat  of  Tiffin.  The  logs  were  cut  in  the  woods  J 
around  one  day,  and  on  the  ne.xt  morning  the  deer  were  seen  browsing 
on  the  tops  of  the  trees  that  were  cut  down  on  the  lots  where  the  court 
house  now  stands. 

Mr.  Drennin  moved  into  his  cabin  that  fall,  and  he,  his  wife  and 
three  children  died  here  within  a  short  time  of  each  other.  The  men 
who  helped  to  build  the  cabin  were  Christ.  Witz,  Henry  Miller,  David 
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Fowler,  Mr.  Drennin,  three  others  and  the  two  Indians.  This  cabin 
was  put  up  before  the  county  seat  was  located  here. 

Captain  Sherwood  lived  north  '^ftown  a  piece,  and  John  Welsh  about 
four  miles  south. 

Mr.  Welsh  acted  as  our  pilot  through  the  woods  when  we  started 
back.     There  was  no  house  between  New  Haven  and'Fort  BalL 

Mr.  Kelley  is  the  father  of  Mrs.  Dr  Samuel  W,  Bricker,  in  Tiffin,  now 
on  a  visit  to  his  daughter,  and  the  foregoing  statement  gives  his  words 
as  nearly  as  possible, 

WILLIAM    m'EW^EN. 

Mr,  James  McEwen  says: 

My  father,  Williimi  McKwen,  wan  lK>m  in  Berwick,  Pennsylvanitt,  He 
went  to  Northamptou  county »  Pennsylvania,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  hlac»k- 
smith,  and  \vaa  married  there  to  Sarah  Jithiison,  We  came  here  in  the  fall 
of  182;i  and  brought  with  us  one  half  ton  of  hay,  which  we  made  at  New 
Haven.  With  this  hay  we  kept  fonr  hoi-ses  and  two  cow^sall  winter.  Tliert* 
was  plenty  of  picking  in  the  womls  all  winter  in  1823.  Fatlier  ente»*ed  tlie 
southwest  quarter  of  section  twenty-seven,  in  Clinton,  and  put  up  a  eahin 
there  and  a  blackHmith  sliop. 

Ireverett  ]?radley  seltlei!  on  tlie  suiitheasl  quailer  of  section  twenty-eight, 
right  west  of  us,    Asa  Crocket  built  the  first  bain  on  that  farm. 

Cal.  Williams  lived  north  of  us.  on  the  place  wlicre  olrl  father  Schwander 
lived  and  died,  on  the  Morrison  road,  in  section  twenty-two.  lie  was  an  old 
bachelor,  had  a  tlog  and  cat,  and  all  three  took  their  meals  together. 

Joi«-*ph  Ilerrin's  father  and  mother,  with  their  faniiJies,  came  in  18l5i):  the 
children  were  all  single  then,  except  Mrs,  Hines;  the  rest  were  oiarried 
here. 

When  the  Herrin's  folk»  came  they  stopped  at  our  house,  and  we  were  so 
crowded  some  hatl  to  sleep  in  wagons. 

My  parents  had  twenty-one  children  altogether,  of  w^hom  sixteen  were 
then  living.    I  am  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

Mrs.  Kachael  Frees  was  also  married.  She  was  a  sisterof  the  Herrinboyb 
alao. 

Thomas  Vanattii  came  two  years  after  and  settled  where  some  of  Im 
daughters  are  still  li\ing,     Peter  Schnk  lived  there  once. 

Tlie  lirst  8clior>l  house  was  built  on  the  Ikadley  place,  and  Jonas  Doan 
taught  it.  Another  log  school  house  was  put  np  north  of  the  road  and  oppo- 
site the  church  on  Rocky  creek » 

Hugh  Welsh  settled  on  the  Richardson  farm  and  lived  there  when  we 
came,    Uirnsides  w^ere  also  here  before  us  ami  lived  on  section  twenty-eight. 

We  hatl  to  go  clear  to  Columbus  for  fh»ui%  and  cut  our  wav  through  the 
woods.  We  lived  on  milk  and  potatoes  for  a  goi>d  while  until  we  eonlij  do 
better.  I  used  to  plough  with  a  wooden  mold-board  and  w^on*  buckskui 
pantaloons, 

JACOn  HOLTS 

Was  born  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland,  June  17,  1786,  and  was  raar- 
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ricd  to  Susannah  M.  Fiege»  who  was  a  sister  of  the  father  of  John 
Fiege,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio.  They  moved  to  this  county  and  arrived  in 
Tiffin  on  the  28th  of  April,  1834  and  settled  on  -the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  fifteen,  in  Clinton,  where  the  son,  Dennis^  still  lives. 

Mr.  Holts  was  about  five  feet,  eleven  inches  high,  straight  and  mus- 
Fcular,  but  not  fleshy;  he  had  dark  browni  hair,  a  large,  dark  eye,  black, 
fbushy  eyebrows  and  a  very  expressive  countenance.  He  spoke  slow 
land  positive,  and  while  his  conversation  was  pleasant  and  agreeable, 
Phe  nevertheless  carried  an  air  of  personal  dignity  about  him  that  cor- 
responded  well  with  the  general  respect  he  enjoyed  in  the  community. 
He  died  December  28,  1S59. 

PETER     MARSH 

Was  also  a  Clinton   township  pioneer.     He  settled  in   the  northwest 

quarter  of  section  twenty-seven^  about  the  time  the  McEwen  family 
came  here.  He  was  then  a  young  man  but  recently  married.  He, 
his  wife  and  his  wife's  sister,  who  came  with  them,  were  all  three  ex- 
cellent singers.  They  all  belonged  to  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
were  very  nice,  kind  and  quiet  people.  Mr.  Marsh  used  to  teach  sing- 
ing school  and  soon  became  very  popular  in  the  neighborhood.  He 
started  a  Sabbath  school  and  a  prayer  meeting  in  the  vicinity  and  look 
a  great  interest  in  church  alTairs  generally.  When  the  first  railroad 
from  Sandusky,  by  way  of  Republic,  was  being  built,  he  took  a  job  of 
grading  a  mile,  including  the  fill  over  Willow  creek.  The  company 
failed  in  making  payment  as  it  was  agreed,  and  Mr.  Marsh  broke  up, 
losing  nearly  alt  he  had.  He  left  and  located  in  Kenton,  Ohio,  where 
he  recuperated  to  some  extent,  and  where  he  and  bis  wife  both  died. 

COLONEL  BALL, 

After  whom  the  fort  and  Spepcer's  town  were  named^  was  present  at 
the  great  Whig  celebration,  at  Fort  Meigs,  in  1840,  where  a  friend  of 
mine  saw  him  for  the  last  time.  He  was  six  feet  high,  well  propor- 
tioned: his  hair  was  gray  and  bushy;  he  had  a  florid  complexion 
and  wore  side  whiskers;  he  had  gray  eyes,  thin  lips,  heavy  jaw*  a 
loud,  clear  voice,  talked  scholarly  and  lived  with  his  family  in  Rich- 
land county  at  that  time,  He  was  a  powerful  man  and  walked  very 
erect.  Before  his  hair  turned  gray  it  was  of  auburn  color.  His  entire 
make-up  exhibited  great  force  of  character  and  energy. 

Clinton  township  has  an  excellent  market,  is  well  watered,  enjoys 
the  privileges  of  the  city  of  Tiffin  with  her  schools  and  otherwise,  while 
the  land  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  very  valuable.  Splendid 
farmhouses  in  all  directions  indicate  the  general  prosperity  of  the  people. 
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As  already  mentioned,  the  township  was  organized  in  June,  1820,  and 
the  first  election  was  held  on  the  15th  of  June,  1822.  The  populatiqn 
of  Clinton,  including  Tiffin,  in  1840,  was  2,195;  i^  '^5^  i^  ^^^  4,330;  in 
i860  it  was  6,041;  it  increased  to  7,174  in  1870,  and  in  1880  it  is  1,701. 
Tiffin,  in  1880,  has  7,882  inhabitants,  which,  added  to  the  township, 
makes  9,583. 

Tiffin  proper,  in  1840,  had  788  souls;  in  1850,  2,718;  in  i860,  3,992 
and  in  1870,  5,648. 

JOHN  DITTO 

Was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Clinton.  He  came  in  1822,  and  set- 
tled in  section  thirty-one,  where  he  owned  eighty  acres,  and  he  also 
owned  another  eighty  in  Eden.  These  lands  he  entered  at  the  Dela- 
ware land  office,  and  immediately  thereafter  built  his  cabin  in  the 
woods.  He  was  a  small  man,  less  than  medium  size,  and  compactly 
built.  He  was  very  industrious  and  honest,  a  good  hunter  and  inter- 
esting talker.  He  verified  his  hunting  stories  by  his  singular  habitual 
expression  of  "  bei  der  liebens."  There  was  no  meaning  to  it,  but  it 
was  intended  to  fix  the  story  beyond  all  question  of  doubt.  He  spoke 
German  mostly. 

Mr.  Ditto  was  born  in  Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
October  14,  1785.  He  told  the  writer  that  he  voted  at  the  first  elec- 
tion in  Seneca  county;  he  lived  and  died  a  Democrat.  His  wife's 
name  is  Elizabeth,  who  is  the  daughter  of  Louis  Eckhart.  She  was 
born  June  13,  1795,  and  is  still  living,  enjoying  good  health,  on  the  old 
homestead,  near  the  Mohawk  road.  They  had  eleven  children,  of 
whom  two  are  still  living,  viz:   Mrs.  DuBois  and  Mrs.  Henry  Sheets. 
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THIS  township  was  organized  in  182 1,  as  already  stated,  and  the 
election  of  its  first  officers  was  also  mentioned.  When  Mr. 
Butterfield  says  that  it  was  so  named  for  its  remarkable  fertility  of 
soil,  it  is  strange  that  the  early  records  spell  the  word  "Eaton."  The 
township  settled  up  rapidly  after  the  first  settlers  had  located,  and  there 
are  many  good  reasons  for  it.  The  pioneer  settlers  were  intelligent 
and  good  men.  Such  always  make  good  neighbors.  The  soil  was 
rich,  the  timber  excellent,  and  the  fine  water  privileges  of  old  Honey 
creek  inviting.  The  proximity  to  the  county  seat  and  many  othei^ 
things,  induced  selections  of  homes  along  this  stream. 

In  1824  it  was  the  most  populous  township  in  the  county.  In  1830  it 
had  819  inhabitants;  in*  1840,  1,471;  in  1870,  1671,  and  in  i38o,  1,598. 

William  Fleet  is  perhaps  the  largest  land  owner  in  the  township. 
Samuer Baker,  John  L.  Downy,  John  Seitz,  Samuel  Herrin,  A.  N.  Arm- 
strong, Ed.  Wing,  C.  Y.  Brundage,  Abr.  Brown,  H.  H.  Schoch's  heirs, 
Fred.  Borck,  Charles  Meeker,  the  Klais*,  S.  M.  Ogden,  Hez.  Searles, 
Kden  Lease  and  others  are  among  the  most  successful  farmers. 

Where  the  Kilbourn  road  crosses  Honey  creek,  Colonel  Kilbourn  in 
1824  surveyed  and  platt%d  a  town  he  called  Melmore,  already  described 
and  sung.  Case  Brown  was  the  principal  proprietor.  Johil  C.  Jones 
erected  the  first  dwelling  house  on  the  plat.  He  died  here  in  1828. 
Buckley  Hutchins,  who  figured  very  largely  as  a  man  of  business,  was 
the  first  postmaster.  In  1830  its  population  was  130;  in  1880  it  is  per- 
haps less  than  200. 

The  names  of  many  remarkable  personages  are  identified  with  this 
township.  The  Butterfield  family  used  to  live  here.  One  of  the  sons 
is  the  celebrated  historian,  Consul  W.  Butterfield.  One  of  the  daughters 
is  the  present  Mrs.  Hyacinthe,  of  Paris,  whose  husband  is  a  Catholic 
priest  of  great  distinction,  and  who,  while  he  was  priest  at  Notre  Dame, 
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preached  and  wrote  against  celibacy  of  the  priesthood.,  and  to  prove  the 
sincerit}^  of  his  teachings,  married  a  sister  of  Consul  W.  Butterfield. 
She  was  then  in  Paris^  a  correspondent  of  the  N'euf  York  Heraid  and 
Madam  Demorest's  papers,  and  noted  for  her  great  intelligence,  grace- 
fulness and  beauty.  Mr,  Anson  Burlingame,  who  ^as  become  so  dis- 
tinguished in  his  mission  in  China,  used  to  teach  school  in  Eden  town- 
ship General  Gibson  was  raised  on  the  banks  of  old  Honey  creek,  in 
Eden^  and  while  he  speaks  in  glowing  colors  of  her  pioneer  settlers^ 
there  is  always  a  moisture  observable  in  the  southwest  corner  of  his  eye. 

There  never  was  another  such  man  as  Philip  J,  Price,  and  if  room 
would  permit,  a  description  of  him  would  fit  here,  Eden  had  a  number 
of  local  characters  of  mark.  Dr.  Selden  Graves  was  a  most  remarkable 
man  in  every  way.  He  was  stern  in  his  bearing,  honorable  in  bis  deal- 
ings* a  good  physician,  an  excellent  neighbor;  a  man  of  clear  judgment 
and  of  wonderful  endurance.  In  every  walk  of  life  he  was  respected 
and  esteemed. 

On  the  i6th  day  of  July»  1836,  (Saturday,)  the  M.  K.  church  was 
raised  in  Melmore,  and  Aroroy  Butterfield^  assisting  as  one  of  the  hands, 
was  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  piece  of  timber.  He  was  then  father  of 
eight  children.  Consul  W.  and  Mrs.  Hyacinthe  among  the  number, 
•  John  Gibson's  was  the  first  barn  that  was  raised  in  the  county,  and 
Thomas  Baker  introduced  the  first  Merino  sheep  into  Seneca,  from 
Steuben  county,  New  York, 

Melmore  was  quite  a  trading  post  at  one  time,  and  its  citizens  were 
possessed  of  a  spirit  of  enterprise  that  would  have  been  a  credit  to  any 
town.  When  the  question  of  the  Mad  River  and  Lake  Erie  railroad 
was  being  agitated^  great  efforts  were  made  to  have  the  fine  from  Re- 
public through  Melmore,  by  way  of  Upper  Sandusky,  to  Springfield, 
and  when  that  failed,  Melmore  determined  to  have  a  railroad  for  its  own 
use,  and  to  run  a  line  from  Melmore  to  Republic,  and  to  intersect  the 
Mad  River  road  there.  Meetings  were  held  in^elmore,  Republic  and 
Tiffin;  a  temporary  line  was  surveyed  between  the  two  places;  coin* 
mittces  were  appointed,  and  books  opened  for  the  subscription  of  stock. 

The  names  attached  to  the  following  notice  will  revive  early  recol- 
lections and  help  to  preserve  memories  of  those  days.  This  notice  was 
published  in  the  Tiffin  Gazette  of  May  30th,  iS36»  and  long  before  a 
railroad  reached  Eejjublic: 

MELMORE  AND  UEPIHLIC  RAILROAD.  ' 

Notice  itf  h**nfl)>  i^iveri  that  thf  inioks  of  Uie  Atehuore  ami  Rep^^bUc  rail- 
t\\w\  ronijuiii)  will  he.'  t»|it'ueU  tor  tht*  HUl»seriplion  of  the  stock  tif  niiitl  cnmi- 
pHiiy.  at  the  lioiisi!  of  Jueoh  Buskirk,  in  Melmore,  »nd  at  the  hfiusts  Of  Mr. 
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Miller,  in  Republic,  ^iid  at  the  house  of  Calvin  Bradley,  in  Tiffiu,  on  the  4th 
djiy  of  July  next,  and  will  l^e  kept  open  for  five  days  in  succeasion,  from  10 
o'clock  A.  M.  until  2  o'clock  P.  M* 


Thomas  J,  Baker, 
Williiun  Patterson, 
Isaac  J.  Halsey, 

William  Coftiell, 


Timothy  P.  Roberts, 

Sjimuel  Waggoner, 
Calvin  Bradley, 
Hamilton  McCoHister, 


Buckley  Hutchius, 
P.  J.  Price, 
Case  Brown, 
Micai?ah  Ileatou. 
Selden  Graves* 
May  3(Jth,  im\. 

The  road  was  never  built,  because  the  stock  was  not  taken  very  fast, 
but  some  of  these  gentlemen  entered  into  the  enterprise  with  great 
energy. 

The  old  pioneers  had  their  weaknesses  also,  and  were*  not  angels  at 
all.  Old  Adam  was  still  alive  in  some  of  them  (as  now),  and  re-gener- 
ation had  not  become  universal. 

Hamilton  McCoHister  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Eden,  and  his 
aeighbor,  Mathew  Clark,  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes, 
jne  Sunday  morning  looked  for  his  hogs,  that  got  away  from  him  the 
day  before  Uncle  Mathew*s  dogs  followed  him,  and  'Squire  McCoHis- 
ter saw  Clark  driving  the  hogs  home.  This  act  was  a  clear  case  of 
Sabbath  breaking  in  the  mind  of  the  court,  and  on  the  next  morning  the 
'Squire  sent  the  constable  and  had  uncle  Mathew  arrested.  It  was  a 
clear  case;  the  court  saw  it  himself,  and  Mn  Clark  was  fined.  The 
officers  of  the  law  taxed  no  costs.  The  insulted  law  was  vindicated, 
and  that  was  enough.  This  was  on  the  13th  day  of  November,  1^27, 
Jut  uncle  Mathew  felt  aggrieved  for  being  arrested,  and  old  Adam  got 
up  to  lawjieat  in  him,  so  he  goes  to  Tiffin  for  redress,  and  Dickinson 
&  Rawson  filed  a  declaration  against  McCoHister  for  ^3,000  damages 
for  false  imprisonment. 

The  'Squire  employed  David  Higgins  to  defend  him,  and  when  the 
case  was  finally  tried  to  a  jury,  they  gave  the  plaintiff  a  verdict  of  $21,50. 
At  the  next  trial  the  jury^could  not  agree.  The  case  at  last  was  taken 
up  to  the  supreme  court,  where  it  was  discontinued. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Bever  kindly  presented  to  the  writer  a  statement  of 
his  early  recollections  of  Eden,  as  follows: 

I  am  a  son  of  Peter  Bever,  one*c>f  a  family  of  tliirteen  children ;  was  tjom 
in  Virginia  in  1815.  My  fatlipr  movfd  from  Virginia  to  this  county  hi  the 
fall  of  18:^:^,  and  settled  on  the  hanks  of  Honey  creek.  The  prospects  of 
opeuiiiKiv  farm  and  makinjtf  a  living  here  in  this  forest,  for  so  large  a  family, 
were  not  very  llatterin^,  for  Seiiei!a  ruunl>  at  that  time  was  nearly  ati  un- 
lircfken  wildernetis.  It  had  neither  road^,  bridges,  markets,  or  any  other 
a<lvantage.  Persons  who  never  saw  this  country  i\fi  it  liKjked  Qfty-seven 
years  ago,  cannot  Imjigine  how  dense  the  forest  was,  ami  the  underbrush 
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that  met  the  eye  on  every  side.  If  you  can  imagine  a  little  spot  ot  abduf 
acre,  cleared  off,  and  a  log  cabin  standing  in  the  middle,  and  all  around  you 
an  liubroken  forest,  with  underbrush  and  v^egetation  so  dense  that  you  could 
not  see  U?.n  feet  ahead »  especially  in  the  bottoms— then  you  can  form  some 
idea  of  tlie  wilds  ivf  i^neca  county  in  1823. 

We  sctUed  about  five  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Tiffin,  and  about  tbre« 
iuile8  northwest  of  Melmore.  Both  towns  were  very  small  villages,  then 
built  of  log  cabins.  We  had  no  neighlKii-a  lieai-er  than  Melmore  and  Tiffin, 
except  Jacob  Price,  who  lived  about  i>ne  mile  south  of  us,  and  Ruel  Loomis, 
who  lived  about  the  Bame  distance  nortlieast  of  us,  on  scliool  section  sixteen. 

About  half  way  between  us  and  Tiflfln  was  the  village  of  Mohawk  Indians, 
who  were  quite  friendly,  and  visited  us  very  fre«inently.  Indeed,  they  be- 
came quit^"  troublesome  after  we  had  lived  here  a  few^  years,  for  they  made 
their  fricnd^hit*  a  source  of  annoyance  by  their  consUmt  and  persistent  lieg- 
ging.  They  wanted  white  breail  every  time  they  came,  and  that  was  very 
often.  Sometimes  whole  si|nads  came,  together  with  their  guns,  bows  and 
arroA^TS,  tlien  WTmien  and  children,  and  wanted  Vhite  bread  for  all  of  them. 
At  lieggiiig  the  Indian  seems  to  have  no  consdence  for  eitlier  frequen**y  or 
<iuantity. 

The  second  year  after  we  came  here  we  cleared  a  tiekl  of  t»ottom  land  about 
half  a  mile  down  the  creek  from  our  bouse,  Itetween  this  tield  and  iiur  house 
was  very  tliick  wm)ds,  and  as  1  was  going  to  the  Imttom  field  one  day  alone, 
1  espied  an  Indian  coming  around  a  little  cm-ve  in  the  path,  and  supposing 
he  bad  not  dis^covered  me,  (and  I  being  a  little  timid  lad  of  alx>ut  eleven 
jears,)  my  first  thought  was  to  get  out  of  his  way,  so  1  stepped  to  one  side 
and  laiti  dov^n  behind  a  large  oak  log,  expecting  the  Indian  to  pass  by  with- 
out noticing  me.  Hut  the  first  thing  I  knew  he  looked  over  the  log  and  ex- 
claimed ^*  t'ooh  !*'  and  luughtnl  heartily.  I  was  deeply  mortified, but  my  fear 
was  all  gone. 

A  few  days  after  this  otic  of  these  Indians,  Isaac  Brandt  by  name,  came 
to  our  bcnise  with  two  little  axes  lie  had  made  by  a  blacksmith  m  Melmore 
for  his  two  boys— he  said— and  asked  me  to  tuni  tlie  grindstone  for  him  to 
grind  the  little  axes.  I  had  turaed  grinilstone  before  to  sharpen  axes  forged 
out  by  blacksmiths,  and  as  tliey  w^ere  all  very  thick  at  the  edge,  I  did  not 
crave  the  job.  1  made  all  sorts  of  excuses,  lunl  told  him  that  my  father 
would  wliip  me  for  leaving  my  work  and  turn  the  giindstone  for  him  a  half 
day,  and  all  that.  Brandt  replied:  '"Tell  fodder  Indian  here;  grind  axe; 
had  to  shove/'  8o  I  turned  for  him  until  he  was  done.  In  the  meantime 
he  tried  to  teach  me  Indiaii,  but  I  cotu-lude^l  that  it  cost  more  than  it  t!ome 
to.  But  to  present  me  with  some  compensation  when  the  giinding  wasilone 
he  took  my  hand  and  shook  it  very  lieartily,  thanking  me  for  the  service. 

At  that  time  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  rabe  grain  and  vegetables  w^here  the 
land  was  clear,  but  the  great  trouble  was  to  save  them.  Sipiirrels.  cliip- 
mtuiks  and  otlier  vermin  were  so  abundant  that  they  would  devour  a  field  of 
<?oni  almost  entirely.  beii;jg  surrounded  by  thick  woods  and  weeds.  We  usinl 
to  have  dead-falls  for  every  fence  corner,  and  some  one  of  the  family  had  to 
go  around  tlie  field  with  a  gim  nearly  all  the  time  at  certain  seasons,  I  n^* 
member  well  that  during  the  warm  weather,  such  was  the  stench  from  the 
carcasses  of  deai!  vermin,  that  it  became  nearly  unbearable. 
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Game  was  plenty  in  those  days,  and  when  meat  was  wanted  it  was  easily 
procured  by  killinj?  some  deer,  turkey,  or  other  game.  Honey  creek  and  the 
Sandusky  river  were  teeming  with  lish,  some  of  them  of  enormous  size. 
When  we  wanted  fish,  we  took  our  poles  and  lines  to  some  eddy  in  the  creek 
or  river  and  caught  lish  behind  some  boulder  or  log,  where  they  seemed 
quit^  tame.  C-reeping  up  to  them  quietly,  we  ofU^n  caught  them  with  the 
hand.  In  the  winter  when  the  ice  was  tliick  enough  to  bear  a  person,  we 
cut  holes  in  the  ice  and  xraught  them  with  snares  made  of  horse  hair,  tied 
to  a  stick.  The  loop  was  passed  over  the  head  and  caught  them  behind  the 
gills. 

We  were  not  annoyed  with  ravenous  animals,  except  wolves.  These,  how- 
ever, were  quite  numerous  for  a  few  years.  Sometimes  they  would  run  our 
stock  hito  the  barnyard  after  night,  and  annoy  them  until  the  dogs  nuule 
their  api)earance,  when  they  would  scamper. 

My  brother  Solomon  is  still  living  on  an  eighty  acre  lot  of  fatlier's  old 
farm,  and  has  lived  nowhere  else  since  we  lirst  settled  in  this  county.  Per- 
haps you  cannot  find  another  man  in  Seneca  county  who  has  lived  on  one 
farm  lifty-s(?ven  years.  We  suffered  a  great  many  privations  and  incon- 
veniences that  our  people  now  cannot  a]>preciate.  We  had  no  roa<ls,  no 
markets,  no  churches,  no  schools,  and  not  much  society.  We  received  a 
bvsh,  not  a  hfH)l'  college  education.  J.  HKYER. 

VAN    MATRE. 

The  best  historic  exposition  concerning  the  family  of  the  Van  Metre 
(Vdn  Matre)  and  the  Mohawk  reserve  in  Kden  township,  the  writer  has 
been  able  to  find,  is  contained  in  a  letter  that  Judge  Pillars,  of  Tiffin, 
many  years  ago,  wrote  to  a  relative  of  this  Seneca  Van  Metre,  then 
living  in  Cincinnati.  The  Judge  was  so  kind  as  to  place  it  at  my  dis- 
posal, and  with  his  permission  I  copy  the  whole  letter: 

Tiffin,  Sknkc'A  County.  Ohio.        i 
Sunday,  December  liith,  Isis.     f 

DunUl  Van  Mfiin\  Es'j.,  (Hncinn<iti^  Ohio: 

Dkak  Siii:  We  were  tidking  on  the  29th  ultimo,  in  Cinciiniati.  al)out 
one  John  Van  Matre  (always  spelled  Van  Meter),  a  brother  of  yours,  or  a 
brother  of  your  father,  I  don't  remember  which  -  being  taken  by  the  Indians 
—a  reservatiim  of  land  being  made  to  him  in  this  comity,  etc.,  etc 

The  facts  connected  with  his  life,  et<*.,  are  of  great  historic  interest  to  me, 
and  of  course  are  of  the  same  and  still  greater  interest  to  you.  I  will  give 
you  my  understanding  of  them,  and  propose  that  you  shall  correct  my  errors 
and  sup])ly  any  deficiency. 

John  Van  Matre,  or  Van  Meter,  wfus  stolen  by  the  Indians  in  March,  1778, 
at  the  age  of  about  five  years,  at  (ireenbriar,  near  a  place  now  called  West 
Liberty,  in  the  state  of  Virginia. 

The  peoi)le  of  the  neighborhood,  having  been  frequently  alarmed  by  In- 
dian aggressions,  had  assembled  on  that  day  for  the  purpose  of  Imilding  a 
fort  to  protect  themselves.  It  was  a  beautiful  day  in  the  spring,  and  two  of 
the  elder  boys  of  the  Van  Matre  family  were  out  to  a  *'  clearing"  to  fix  up 
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mme  bran<is.  John,  or  Jolmu v.  us  he  w^is  r^illf d  by  the  family,jit^compaiiied 
thpiti,  while  the  father  went  to  the  fort,  anil  the  mother  ami  sister  remained 
at  home. 

The  hoyjs  hail  but  just  got  at  tfieir  work,  when  a  party  of  hidiaus  came 
npon  them.  The  two  oUler  ones  niaite  tlieir  eseape,  but  Johnny  was  taki»n, 
Tlie  f^»(H)ins  then  went  to  the  liouse  of  Van  Matre,  and  set  it  on  lire,  liaving 
llr»t  killed  his  wife  and  danghter.  Then  they  lied  to  the  wilderness,  cttiT)'- 
in^^  with  tliem  their  eaptive  boy. 

Tie  jjrew  rip  and  always  lived  iimortg  tlie  Indians,  and  partook  of  tliair 
manners,  hal>it8,  dres«,  etc.,  ete.  lie  forgot  entirely  his*  native  tongue, 
thon^'b  he  learneil  it  again  before  he  died.  He  always  rememhereil,  how- 
*^ver.  that  his  name  wan  Johnny  Van  Meter. 

In  after  life  he  wan  indnred  to  vi!*it  some  of  his  relatives*  bnt  utterly  re- 
fnged  to  remain  with  them,  preferring.asbesaid,  the  iimoeent.  nnrestmined 
ijidnlgenees  tif  the  Indian's  life,  to  the  arbitiiiry  re»traint8  of  «*ivil!zo<i 
society. 

He  married  an  Indian  woman,  by  whom  he  bad  one  child  oid> —a  son, 
whom  be  ealled  John.  Ills  wife's  name  was  Snsan  Brandt,  a  mime  well- 
known  in  the  state  of  New  Vork,  and  in  the  histor>  of  that  stjite,  un<i  a  rel- 
ative of  the  etdehrated  Joseph  Brandt,  who,  in  1787.  eompleted  the  tninsbi- 
lion  of  St,  Mark  and  otiier  |)ortionH  of  the  scriptures  and  the  btmk  of 
common  prayer,  into  the  Mi>hawk  language. 

The  Mohawks  wereongjuully  a  powerful  tribe  of  Iridians.  inhabiting  the 
country  from  the  northwestern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  norlh  through  New 
York  ndo  Tanada.  Tbfir  true  name  waa  the  Beai*9,  Mohawk  being  but  a 
corruption  of  tlieir  name  for  Hear. 

The  Brandt  family  was  the  royal  utw  of  the  Mohawk  ruUion  ;  tliecliiefH 
always  coming  from  that  family,  either  by  descent  or  election,  probably  Iht? 
latter. 

There  is  a  likeness  of  one  of  these  Brandts,  an  Indian  chieftuin,  urn!  it  ia 
the  noblest  head  I  ever  saw*. 

The  Mohawk  nation  gradually  wa.^teil  away,  and  tlnallv  emigrated  west, 
or  at  least  the  central  portiiai  of  it,  and  at  last  settled  down  in  this  county, 
and  within  two  and  one-hulf  miles  of  where  Titlin  now  stands. 

On  the  29th  td'  ApriL  IHI7,  a  treaty  was  field  at  tiie  foot  of  the  rapids  af 
the  Miami  of  Luke  Krie.  near  P**rrysburg,  VVooil  county,  Ohio,  tnttweftn 
Lewis  (*ass  ami  Duncan  Me  Arthur,  eommissioner?<  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  «uu'  part,  and  the  sachems,  chiefs  and  warriors  of  what  was  thru  eallodi 
the  Wyan<lot,  Seneea,  Delaware.  Slunvnees,  Potwwatomie,  OtUiwa  mid 
Cbippawa  tribes  of  Indians,  wfieu  all  their  lands  within  the  limits  of  Ohio 
were  ceded  to  the  I'nited  States  forever. 

Now*  at  the  above  tiitaty  there  was  not  in  fttct  a  Seneea  Indian  proaent. 
Instead  of  the  Seneca  it  was  the  Mohawk  trilwof  Indians  that  |iarticipatiHi 
with  the  oUier  trilws  in  that  treaty,  or  at  least  the  remnant  ami  lieinl  portion 
of  Ibe  tribe. 

At  this  treaty  there  was  reserved  by  the  Tnited  BtatBs: 

*'To  John  Van  Meter,  who  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  AVyandt>ts,  aiid  whti 
lias  ever  ^Uwe  lived  amongst  them,  and  has  married  a  Seneca  Wiiman.audUi 
his  wife  and  three  hmthertj,  Stnieeas,  wlio  now  reside  on  Honey  Creek,  0110 
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thousand  acres  of  land,  to  begin  north  45  degre^A  west,  14U  poles^  thence  and 
from  Uk'  hi^ffhniirig.  east  for  quantity." 

Til  is  John  Viui  Met«r  wji^s  Johnny,  the  efiptlve  lM>y,  and  this  Seneca 
woman  whom  he  Ijacl  married  wus  the  hist  female,  untl  tlies*^  lier  three 
hrother,  Seneciis,  were  Ihe  last  males  of  that  ^r«at,nohle,('hrSstiun  and  royal 
family  t)f  Brandt,  the  ruler  of  tlie  Mohawk  natioti  of  Indians. 

Thev  were  eonsetiuently  Mohawks,  not  Senecas,  The  names  nf  these 
three  brothers  waH  Thomas,  Isaat-  and  Paulus  Brandt.  Thomas  wns  the 
chief  of  the  irihe. 

The  tribe  continued  to  reside  upon  the  above  ittseniitiou  until  in  1829, 
when  they  joined  other  Indhins  and  left  the  country.  The  place  or  locality 
j^oe»  to  thisday  by  tlie  name  of  >fohawk.  or  Mohawktown,  It  is  noted  nii 
the  map  as  **  Van  Meier  Reserve/* 

At  the  time  tiie  Mohawk  tribe  left  here,  as  abovc^  mentioned,  it  didn^  ex- 
ceed probably  twenty  dive  families. 

Jt)hn  Van  Meter  lived,  died  and  wiis  buried  on  the  reser\^e.  and  I  jun  as- 
sured that  on<*  of  om  pliysicians  has  his  skeleton.  Ills  death  was  some 
years  heftuv  his  trilve  moved  w^est. 

lie  w^as  a  ini»n  of  more  than  tu'dinary  decdsion  of  r*haracter.of  a  I>enevid6ut 
disposition,  and  fric^ndly  Ur  the  wldtes.  Tliis  county  commenced  to  lie 
settled  alouR  in  1S17, 1818  and  181 »,  Van  Meter  was  comparatively  wealthy, 
owiiini^:  larj^e  st(H*ks  of  linnies,  cattle,  eti%  These  early  settlers  had  to  rely 
ninth  upon  his  generosity,  and  it  was  never  in  vain  that  they  sought  relief 
at  his  hands. 

He  died,  ieavinfif  hiB  son  Juim,  nijove  spoken  of,  his  only  heir.  A  suit  was 
afteiw^uds  commenced  by  some  of  the  '*  VanMatres"  ajt^ainst  this  son  John. 
Jr.,  to  recover  his  father's  share,  onenpiarter  of  the  aliove  reserve.  Tlds 
snit  was  predit  aled  ujton  Ihe  ji^roiind  thai  Ihe  sou  .Fohn,  Jn,  was  not  Ihe  heir 
at  law  of  Jolui  Van  Meter,  for  the  reason  that  the  hitterandhis  wife,  Susan* 
were  never  married  aceonltng  to  law,  and  that  eonsetpienth  the  plaintiffs 
were  the  true  heirs. 

The  son  John,  Jr.,  proved,  however,  that  his  father  and  mother  were  mar- 
ried :  that  his  father  went  out  and  killed  some  venison,  jmd  brought  it  in. 
and  his  mother  l>rought  in  some  inirnt  that  she  then  dressed  and  cooketl  tfie 
venison  and  corn,  and  the  two  parties  then  att'  it  b»gether.  ijithe  presence  of 
witnesses,  ai|<l  that  that  was  the  marriage  ceremony  amou^  the  Moluvwk 
lUfMans. 

The  court  held  the  marriage  gocjd  and  valid,  ami  Join i,  Jr..  the  hiwful  lieir. 

Jolin,  Jr.,  and  his  three  uncles,  the  Bnuidts.  sold  out  the  Van  Meter  reser- 
vatiim,  in  l.si*8,  to  Mr.  Lloyd  Norrls.  who  afterwards  lived  (and  diedi  upon 
it,  for  the  sum  t.f  S:i,.10O, 

In  ls2i>  the  Mohawk  tribe,  as  1  have  sai<l,  mt>ved  west  of  the  Mississippi 
river.    John,  Jr.,  went  with  them. 

The  alxive  resei-vation  is  upiui  Honey  creek,  within  t^voanda  half  or  three 
miles  of  tlds  place,  and  is  as  good  lan^l  as  there  is  in  tlie  state.  There  are 
some  very  fine  springs  upon  it.  V^au  Met^^r  creek  empties  into  llojiey  creek 
io  this  reserve.  Mr.  Xoriishas  a  line  grist  mill  upon  the  former  creek,  a 
short  distance  from  its  conrtin^uce  with  the  hitter.     iTbe  mill  is  burnt  down.) 

1  forgot  to  state  Jmw  the  Indians  canghi  Jotinny  at  Grectdider,  \'irginia. 


55^ 


HISTORY    OK    SENKCA    COUNTY. 


Which  waft  a8  follows  :  His  two  elder  brother  easily  dearwl  the  fenc^,  and 
niu,  Inil  Jiilumy  urjtlt^rU>uk  to  crawl  through  »  rrack  of  the  f^ce,  but  gut- 
fiist.     In  tliiJ^i  situation  tlie  Iruliiins  caught  him. 

What  tribe  of  In<liaris  \\m  this  Y  Please  correct  any  and  ail  erroi^  In  the 
forpgoin)^  a^  t\\v  uh  vnii  art^  able*    Tnilv, 

JAMES  Pn^LARS, 

The  old  settlers  knew  all  these  old  Mohawks,  and  spoke  of  their 
kindness  and  benevolence  with  feelings  of  pleasure. 

Esquire  Heaton  furnished  the  writer  with  a  statement  concerning  hid 
father's  family,  from  which  the  following  is  extracted: 

MICAUAU   ttEATON 

Kmignit^Mt  Tmrii  i'l^im^ylvania  t<>  C'oHhtK'ton  count)  hi  IM7.  an<t»  nh-n't)  laini 
in  HMforJ  township,  lit*  <'ampeil  in  the  woods  until  he  had  Iniiita  caldn. 
He  had  then  a  wife  and  two  children.  Here  he  laid  out  the  town  of  New 
Bedford,  which  is  now  about  the  size  of  Alidmore.  H«»  there  kept  the  tirst 
hote-l  and  postotliee.  In  l^^liH  he  moved  to  8eneca  rounty,  and  boii|,d»t  u 
qnarler  spftion  from  Mr.  Searles,  in  Eden  low^iship,  alxMit  three-tnuirters  of 
a  mile  soutli  of  Mehnore,  on  the  Kilbonrn  road.  He  traveled  from  f 'iishor- 
ton  to  Heneca,  about  one  hundred  miles,  in  a  bij^ old-fashioned  Pennsylvania 
four  horse  wagon.  ritUnj^  the  saddk^  horse.  He  bui!t  tw"t>  cabins,  atid  eom- 
meneed  clearing  land  and  linding  subsistence  for  his  large  familv  of  elrveii 
persons.  He  was  a  bricklayer  by  trade,  and  oft^n  compelled  to  work  at  joba 
to  earn  money.  The  sngar-trouKh  wan  used  as  a  cradle  in  our  hofisp,  and 
mother  used  to  do  her  baking  in  a  ''  Dutch-oven,"  Flax  was  raii*ed  for  sum- 
mer »dothing,  and  manufactured  liy  llie  family.  The  ispiiminj?  was  doiit?  b; 
hand.  Mother  (*arded  the  woo!  while  my  nisters  spun  it  into  yam  forelot 
"We  boys  were  allowed  one  pair  of  shoes  per  year,  wlnelj  would  be  worn  r»iit 
during  winter,  and  in  the  summer  we  had  to  rnmbat  with  the  thistles  and 
nettles,  which  grew  very  thick.  Tliey  nsetl  to  have  **  log  roHuigs"  til  tlie 
neighborhood.    The  men  would  work  hard  all  dav  and  then 

'  Dance  all  night, 
Till  broad  daylight^ 
Ami  go  homf  with  the  girls  in  the  morning," 

My  father  was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Genenil  Sesa  and  Mr.  Cowdry,  tlie 
Mormon  lawyer,  attended  court  at  our  houa»'  (ure  time, 

111  the  first  few  years  after  we  set-tled  here,  the  Indians  often  stopped  nl 
our  housi^  with  cnud^erries  to  sell,  and  to  beg.  One  day  a  younger  brother 
aiul  I  wore  playing  '•  horse  "  in  our  cabin*  when  a  bi^  Indian  came  in,  aiuo-d 
U)  his  teetlL  He  set  bin  lumn  liehiud  therloor  antl  walked  up  to  the  lire. 
''  horses,"  who  were  down  on  all  foiu?*,  took  fright  at  the  Indian  and  ran  - 
to  the  iJtlH*r  catiin.  The  Indian  waulrd  to  st4*y  all  night,  and  father  tuuk 
.  care  of  him. 

Father  lived  to  nee  nearly  all  tlie  old  settlers  pass  to  their  long  homBS.  lie 
died  in  the  year  IHti6,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  years. 

The  wilderness,  Ijihabited  by  prowling  savages,  had  t»een  ehaiiKiMl  Ititfi 
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fruitfiil  n^h\^,  Tlii^  Iruliiirisi  liail  ♦ieparUnl  for  the  far  west,  aiid  gcm\  markets 
were  established  at  home,  fur  w;uU  t>f  wliicli.  in  former  Umas,  tlit^  aettlera 
had  to  go  to  other  Umns  far  away. 

There  were  so  many  distinguished  men  among  the  pioneers  of  Eden 
that  but  a  few  of  them  can  be  noticed  here,  and  of  these  only  iliose 
that  were  best  known  to  the  writer,  and  of  whose  life  information  was 
furnished. 

Some  of  the  readers  of  this  book  will  scarcely  realize  how  discour- 
aging it  is  to  a  man  when  he  undertakes  to  produce  a  faithful  history, 
and  meets  with  people  in  his  search  for  information  who  take  no  inter- 
est in  his  mission  and  furnish  no  information- 
There  lived  in  Eden  also  an  old  German  by  the  name  of  Philip  Von 
Blon.  He  came  here  with  a  large  family  in  1S54,  and  located  near 
Samuel  Martin's,  on  the  Negrotown  road.  He  was  from  Watdmohr, 
in  the  Palatinate,  and  rather  a  marked  character.  He  was  a  great 
reader  and  a  vigorous  thinker;  a  man  of  good  moral  character  and 
highly  esteemed.  He  lived  to  about  eighty  years  of  age  and  died  in 
Tiffin.  Mrs.  John  Fiege,  already  mentioned,  was  his  oldest  daughter. 
His  children  have  taken  no  interest  in  this  euterprise,  and  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  no  better  sketch  can  be  produced. 

SAMUEI,    S.    MARTIN. 

Of  this  distinguished  old  friend  of  mine  I  here  insert  an  obitirary 
notice  I  found  in  one  of  the  Tiffin  papers,  and  which  is  short  but  a 
very  faithful  picture  of  him: 

DEATH  OF  AN  OLD   CITIZEN  OF  SENK^A   L'OirNTT. 

Samuel  S.  Martin  was  born  in  the  town  of  MitUin,  Millhu  county,  Peimsyl- 
vaniu.  October  iJtth,  1795,  mul  died  April  Kith,  18<i4,  and  was  therefore  sixty- 
tjiglit  years,  six  monthn  and  seveiiteeu  da>s  old.  His  father  ilied  wijen  ho 
was  quite  ynunjf,  and  he  was  obliged  to  depeud  upon  his  own  ener^ney  to 
carry  him  through  the  vicissitudes  of  life.  He  removed  toUhio  in  1812,  and 
in  1H21  boucfht  land  in  E<len  township,  to  which  he  emigrated  in  ] 829.  In 
common  with  tlie  early  settlers  of  the  eounty  he  whs  subjected  t^)  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  of  a  pioneer  life,  lie  was  a  man  of  good  natiirai  pij- 
dowuient^,  which  soon  made  him  prominent  in  tlie  cotnmnnlty ;  he  was 
twice  fleeted  assessor  of  the  county,  niuler  the  then  existinpf  law's,  ami  held 
the  ortice  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years  in  Edeii  township.  iJt* 
scrutinized  every  measme  propounderl  to  the  public  with  great  care,  and 
when  his  conclusions  were  readied,  he  never  departed  from  them.  Politi- 
cally, he  was  a  l>emocrat,  and  felt  great  interest  in  the  success  of  the  great 
conservative  measures  of  his  party.  Fhw  men  can  boast  the  coohiHss  and 
serenity  of  temper  which  Mr,  Martin  always  exhibited.  Affable  in  his  inter- 
com^se  with  men,  scrupulously  honest  in  business,  moral  and  high-minded 
in  chanu'ter,  he  challenged  the  estbem  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  left  this 
bitter  world  without  an  enemy. 
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Mr.  Martin  (luietly  entertained  his  own  views  of  religion,  but  upon  Ills 
(lying  bed  professed  a  hope  in  the  siiving  panlon  of  (^od.and  frequently  said 
that  he  was  going  to  the  realms  of  endless  glory.  lie  has  left  behind  him  a 
record  ()f  virtue  worthy  of  our  imitation.     His  disease  was  (•hroni<!  asthma. 

Is  it  not  singular  that  in  writing  up  a  short  history  of  a  township, 
obituary  notices  of  father  and  son,  both  distinguished  and  good  men, 
and  both  especial  dear  friends  of  the  writer,  should  follow  each  other 
so  closely  in  succession  ?  But  we  all  follow  each  other  in  close  suc- 
cession, and  one  has  scarcely  time  to  tell  the  tale  of  his  friend  before 
he  is  himself  called  away  to  realize  the  scenes  of  another  mission. 

kOHKKT  M'CANIUSH   MARTIN 

Was  born  in  Perry  couniy,  Ohio,  September  18,  1822,  and  died  April 
4,  i<S79,  and  was  therefore  aged  fifty-six  years,  six  months  and  sixteen 
days.  In  the  spring  of  1S29  he  came  here  with  his  father's  family, 
Samuel  S.  Martin,  noticed  above,  and  has  resided  in  Eden  township  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  except  only  a  few  years,  as  hereafter  noticed. 
In  his  youth  he  taught  school  in  the  winter  and  labored  on  his  father's 
farm  during  the  summer  and  fall  until  1846,  when  he  was  appointed  to 
the  office  of  county  recorder  by  the  county  commissioners,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation  of  William  H.  Kessler,  who  had 
accepted  a  clerkship  in  some  department  at  Washington.  In  1847  Mr. 
Martin  was  elected  to  this  office  and  re-elected  in  1850,  making  his 
aggregate  term  ot"  service  about  seven  years.  His  official  administra- 
tion was  characterized  by  a  high  degree  of  capacity  and  singular  punc- 
tuality at  his  post  of  duly.  On  October  12,  1848,  Mr.  Martin  was 
married  to  Barbara  Kagy,  daughter  of  Abraham  Kagy,  Ksq.,  who  still 
resides  in  Bloom  township.  Thirteen  children  resulted  from  this 
union,  ten  of  whom,  together  with  their  bereaved  mother,  survive  to 
lament  their  loss.  The  funeral  cortege  which  followed  the  corpse  to 
the  burial  was  the  largest  ever  known  in  the  township,  being  nearly  a 
mile  in  length.  During  his  prostrated  illness  of  more  than  two  years, 
Mr.  Martin  manifested  an  almost  heroic  fortitude,  and  at  the  trying  end 
of  his  earthly  race  he  met  the  remorseless  "King  of  Terrors"  with 
such  calm  resignation  that  seemed  to  mock  his  power.  The  family  of 
of  the  deceased  realized  the  fact  that  he  must  leave  them,  only  a  few 
minutes  before  the  end,  and  the  wildest  manifestation  of  grief  prevail- 
ing, Mr.  Martin  essayed  to  calm  their  sorrow  and  counsel  them  for  the 
future  He  retained  his  reason  and  spoke  up  to  within  a  minute  or 
two  of  his  death,  and  thus  peacefully  and  calmly  he  closed  his  timely 
career.     To  Robert  Martin,  all  who  ever  knew  him  record  the  highest 
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and  noblest  tribute  to  his  memory.     He  was  an  honest  and  upright 
man  and  an  exemplary  citizen. 

The  foregoing  is  taken  from  an  obituary  notice,  slightly  changed; 
and  if  there  is  anything  to  be  added  to  describe  Robert  as  he  looked 
and  walked,  let  me  say  that  he  was  about  five  feet,  seven  inches  in 
height,  well  proportioned,  had  a  high  and  noble  forehead,  dark  eyes, 
fair  complexion,  regular,  delicate  but  manly  features,  and  always  met 
you  with  a  smile.  His  friendship  was  warm  and  firm  and  his  notions 
of  honor  high  and  sound.  While  he  was  decided  in  everything  he  had 
put  through  the  crucible  of  his  own  thoughts,  he  had  great  respect  for 
the  opinions  of  others  no  matter  how  widely  they  differed.  A  man  of 
nobler  impulses  and  warmer  friendship  than  Robert  Martin  the  writer 
never  knew. 

Among  the  enterprising  farmers  of  forty  years  ago  may  be  remem- 
bered also:  Richard  Baker,  George  Denison,  Thomas  Baker,  Selden 
Graves,  Sylvanus  Arnold,  John  Baker,  James  Watson,  Jesse  Koler, 
William  Watson,  David  Olmsted,  Benjamin  Brundage,  Daniel  W.  East- 
man, Philip  Bretz,  John  Kagy,  Adam  Pennington,  Hezekiah  Searles, 
John  Bretz,  Jonah  Brown,  John  Gibson,  John  Crum,  Jacob  Price,  John 
Downs,  Philip  Springer,  Jacob  Andre,  Samuel  Kennedy,  James  Gray, 
William  Ireland,  Dr.  Bates  and  John  Lamberson.  James  Stevens, 
Jacob  Buskirk,  the  Arnolds  and  others,  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
Melmore,  also. 

JOHN    SEARLES 

Was  born  in  Anne  Arundel  county,  Maryland,  February  20,  1775,  on 
a  farm  where  he  was  raised.  He  was  drafted  to  the  army  in  1812,  after 
he  was  married  and  had  settled  near  the  town  of  New  Lancaster,  Ohio 
He  moved  from  there  in  the  fall  of  1820,  with  his  wife  and  seven  chil- 
dren, to  this  county  and  occupied  for  a  while  one  of  the  block  houses 
of  the  old  Fort  Ball,  where  he  lived  in  one  room  with  his  whole  family. 
Paul  Butler,  the  man  who  built  Spencer's  saw  mill,  occupied  another 
room.  Mr.  David  Risdon  boarded  with  him.  Another  room  was  oc- 
cupied by  Mr.  Henry  Creesy  and  his  family.  Creesy  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade.  The  pickets  were  all  standing  then  and  the  roofs  of  the 
block  houses  were  covered  with  clap-boards.  The  army  road  ran  along 
the  river  bank  between  the  fort  and  the  river.  There  was  just  room 
enough  for  the  road. 

The  fort  had  three  block  houses,  one  on  each  corner  and  one  in  the 
middle,  all  facing  the  river.  Back  of  the  block  houses  was  an  open 
yard,  inside  the  pickets,  of  about  half  an  acre.  There  was  room  enough 
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in  the  block  houses  for  about  f  ato  hundred  men.  Mr.  Bowe's  tavern 
was  a  double  cabin  and  stood  in  the  street  north  of  the  iron  bridge,  and 
the  army  road  ran  along  in  front  of  it  also.  David  Smith  occupied,  for 
a  while,  the  same  room  with  Mr.  Creesy.  Rpllins  lived  on  the  Souder 
farm,  (so-called  afterwards). 

In  the  spring  of  1821,  Mr.  Searles  helped  to  open  a  road  from  Tiffin 
to  Rocky  creek,  where  the  church  now  stands,  and  where  he  had  bought 
167  acres  of  land.  Here  he  built  a  cabin  in  the  woods,  and  in  1825  he 
built  a  frame  barn  which  was  probably  the  first  one  in  the  county. 
Reuben  Williams  was  the  boss  carpenter.  Mr.  Searles  attached  him- 
self to  the  M.  E.  church  when  he  was  a  young  man,  and  up  to  his  death 
remained  a  faithful  and  honored  member.  After  he  located  here  on 
Rocky  creek,  his  house  became  a  stopping  place  for  all  the  preachers, 
and  headtjuarters  at  nearly  all  the  camp  and  quarterly  meetings.  For 
several  years  the  elections  were  held  at  his  house.  Except  Tiffin,  Eden 
township  contained  the  most  decided  politicians,  strong  Whigs  and 
strong  Democrats,  but  in  their  township  elections  they  picked  their 
officers  from  both  parties.     Here  they  voted  for  men  only. 

Mrs.  Searles'  maiden  name  was  Duncan.  They  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  five  boys  and  four  girls,  of  whom  four  sons  and  two 
daughters  are  still  living. 

The  foregoing  was  gathered  from  what  Mr.  HezeWah  Searles  related, 
and  he  goes  on  to  say:  **  Our  neighbors  were  the  Welches,  who  had 
located  on  the  Olmsted  farm.  Charles  Bretz,  Mr.  Sponable,  Cal. 
Jac(iua,  the  Fioyds,  father  Shelden,  Thomas  Vannatta,  the  Sneaths  and 
and  others  came  on  soon  after. 

'*One  time  in  the  winter  we  lost  a  colt  We  built  a  fence  around  it 
with  a  trap  lid  and  caught  five  wolves.  This  was  before  Seneca  county 
was  organized,  and  we  took  the  sralj)s  to  Lower  Sandusky,  where  we 
got  S5  a  piece  for  them.  The  rivers  and  creeks  abounded  in  good  fish 
and  the  woods  in  game.  VVe  suffered  the  deprivations  and  enjoyed  the 
pleasures  peculiar  to  that  sort  of  life. 

**  Father  di^d  May  14,  1844,  and  mother  October  30,  187 1." 

There  is  here  in  l^den  townshij)  a  sort  of  counterpart  to  the  old  stone 
fortifications  described  by  Mr.  Swigart  in  Bloom,  near  Honey  creek. 
This  one  is  near  the  same  creek  in  the  Vannatta  section.  After  you  leave 
the  Mohawk  road,  turning  to  the  right  at  the  corner  of  the  old  Wolf 
farm,  crossing  the  bridge  going  west,  you  come  across  the  bottom  and 
approach  a  hill,  where  you  see  a  high  bluff  a  little  to  the  left,  forming  a 
rounded  corner  at  the  northeast  j)oint.  Upon  this  bluff  there  is  a  cir- 
cular embankment  embracing  nearly,  t\%o  acres  of  land.     The  embank- 
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ment  is  now  nearly  flat  on  the  top  and  looks  as  if  at  one  time  it  must 
have  been  a  very  substantial  parapet.  Mr.  Randall  says  he  saw  oak 
trees  growing  upon  it  two  feet  in  diameter.  The  Mohawks  lived  all 
around  over  this  part  of  the  country  and  knew  no  more  about  it  than 
the  present  generation  of  white  people. 

In  a  direction  of  a  little  east  of  north  from  this  rampart,  and  within 
the  range  of  a  rifle,  are  found  very  many  leaden  bullets  of  various  sizes, 
from  grape  shot  down  to  130  to  the  pound.  Some  of  these  have  the 
mark  of  the  twist  of  a  rifle  barrel  still  clearly  marked  upon  them. 

Was  this  parapet  once  a  part  of  an  old  fort?  Has  history  ever  traced 
the  march  of  an  army  along  this  creek  ?  Was  there  ever  a  battle  fought 
in  this  valley,  and  if  so,  by  whom  ?  What  people  built  round  fortifica- 
tions?    Will  somebody  explain  alFthis  some  day  ? 

HUGH  WELCH. 

For  a  while,  it  was  a  question  in  the  mind  of  the  writer  as. to  which 
township  in  the  county  a  sketch  of  this  distinguished  pioneer  should 
be  attached,  because  he  has  now  lived  in  Green  Springs  some  time, 
but  he  first  located  here  in  Eden,  where  he  drove  his  stake  in  the  woods 
near  Rocky  creek.  He  has  lived  longer  in  Seneca  county  now  than 
any  other  man  in  it.  His  father  was  in  Washington's  army,  and  so  was 
also  his  father's  neighbor  in  Huron  county,  Mr.  Seifert.  These  old 
revolutionary  veterans  often  talked  over  their  scenes  of  strife  for  inde- 
pendence.    Both  were  great  admirers  of  (xeneral  Washington. 

In  the  month  of  February,  1819,  Thomas  and  Hugh  Welch,  sons  of 
the  above-named  veteran,  started  from  Huron  county  to  find  homes  in 
the  wilds  of  Seneca.  They  camped  out  the  first  night  and  in  the  morn- 
ing found  themselves  near  Honey  creek.  Vecjetation  had  already 
started  to  grow,  for  in  the  dense  forest  a  certain  degree  of  warmth  was 
retained,  and  the  ground  never  froze  very  hard  in  the  winter.  They 
followed  down  the  stream,  and  somewhere  near  the  late  residence  of 
Mr.  William  Fleet,  they  came  upon  a  band  of  Seneca  Indians,  who 
were  making  sugar,  and  with  them  they  encamped  for  the  night.  On 
their  journey  down  the  creek  on  the  next  day,  they  arrived  at  the 
Mohawk  village,  on  the  Van  Meter  section,  already  spoken  of  Van 
Meter  made  the  Welchs  welcome  at  his  cabin  and  directed  them  to 
some  very  eligible  land  in  the  neighborhood,  which  they  bought,  and 
turned  into  homes  Here  they  opened  up  the  first  settlement  in  Eden 
township.  In  June  following,  two  other  brothers,  Martin  and  John, 
also  came.  Thomas  died  soon  after.  John  became  a  member  of  the 
Ohio  legislature  from    Seneca  county.     Hugh   and   Martin    moved  to 
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Wyandot  county,^  Martin  and  John  arc  now  also  dead,  and  the  Judge 
is  the  only  survivor  of  that  once  large  family. 

Hugh  Welch  was  the  first  postmaster  in  Eden  township,  and  he  held 
the  office  at  his  opening,  which  was  afterwards  known  as  the  Olmsted 
and  Richardson  place.  This  was  the  first  postoffice  in  Seneca  county 
east  of  the  river.  Mr,  Welch  was  appointed  by  President  Jackson. 
John  McLean  was  postmaster-general  at  that  time  and  signed  the  conn- 
mission  as  such.  It  is  dated  August  4,  1S25.  Mr.  Welch  sold  the 
Olmsted  farm  and  the  Richardson  place  and  moved  into  Wyandot 
county,  where  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  Craw- 
ford county.  Wyandot  was  then  a  part  of  Crawford.  This  commis- 
sion is  dated  September  22,  1834,  and  is  signed  by  Robert  Lucas, 
governor,  and  M,  H*  Kirby,  secretary  of  state.  He  was  re-elected 
associate  judge,  and  his  second  commission  bears  date  of  February  4, 
1842,  and  is  signed  by  Thomas  Corwin,  governor,  and  Samuel  Gallo- 
way, secretary  of  state.  The  Judge  sold  his  Wyandot  farm  and  again 
moved  into  Seneca  county. 

He  laid  out  the  town  of  Mexico  soon  after  he  moved  into  Wyandot; 
helped  to  build  the  M.  E.  church  there;  donated  the  lot  upon  which 
it  was  built,  and  for  -^  long  time  and  until  he  sold  his  property  near 
Mexico,  \Vas  one  of  its  moit  influential  members. 

Judge  Welch  was  born  in  Little  Beaver  township.  Beaver  county,  Penn* 
sylvania^  on  the  i8th  day  of  February,  1801.  His  father's  name  was 
FeliXr  and  his  mother's  name  was  Margaret  Barnes,  who  came  from 
England.  His  father  was  a  native  of  the  county  of  Derry,  in  Ireland. 
The  parents  had  six  sons  and  four  daughters.     Hugh  was  the  fifth  son. 

In  1816  the  parents  moved  with  their  children  to  Huron  county^ 
Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  the  sons  found  better  homes»  in  SenecA 
county.  Hugh  was  married  on  the  i8th  day  of  September,  iSi^^  to 
Polly,  second  daughter  of  John  Gibson.  They  had  three  childrea; 
FJiza,  married  to  William  \.  Watson;  a  little  son  who  died  at  the  age 
of  about  four  years,  and  Maria,  who  married  Frank  McBridc,  and  who 
has  two  interesting  daughters,  nearly  young  women  grown.  Judge 
Welches  brother,  Martin,  was  the  first  stationed  minister  at  Toledo  in 
the  M.  E.  churcht  The  Judge  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  Mohawk 
Indians  on  the  Van  Meter  section,  and  knew  Charlinei  who  was  a 
nephew  of  the  Brandt's,  and  the  bitter,  unforgiving  foe  of  the  Ameri- 
cans. He  carried  his  hatred  to  the  grave  with  him.  He  had  the  skin 
of  the  leg  and  fool  of  a  child  tanned,  in  which  he  carried  his  trinketiL 
He  would  not  talk  to  a  white  man,  and  died  from  eating  warm  bread 
beyond  the  Mississippi, 
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Judge  Welch  says  that  there  were  three  brothers  of  these  Brandt's, 
Thomas,  Paulus  and  Isaac.  Isaac  was  his  favorite.  They  were  both 
of  about  the  same  height  and  age;  both  full  of  fun  and  great  wrestlers 
Van  Meter  was  a  generous  and  noble  man,  and  a  great  horse  fancier. 

Charline  was  about  eighty  years  old  when  he  left  with  the  Mohawks 
for  the  west. 

Mrs.  Welch  died  June  6th,  1869,  at  Green  Springs  She  was  the 
first  patient  at  the  water  cure.  From  the  8th*of  October,  1825,  hitherto 
Judge  Welch  has  been  a  faithful  member  of  tlie  M.  E.  church. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

HOPEWELL  TOWNSHIP. 


T.    2,    N,    R.     14    E. 

THIS  township  was  organized  on  the  7th  day  of  December,  1824 
as  already  staled.  The  first  election  was  held  on  Christmas  day, 
the  same  year,  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Fool.  Joseph  Rosenbergcr,  John 
Stover  and  Nathan  Cadwallader  were  elected  as  trustees;  James  Gor- 
don, clerk;  John  Stoner,  treasurer.  Robert  and  John  Shippyand  John 
Chaney  were  also  early  settlers. 

In  1830  the  population  was  549;  in  1840  it  had  increased  to  918,  in 
1870  it  was  1,477,  2i"<^l  i^  iSSo  it  is  1,635. 

Hopewell  is  also  a  wealthy  township.  The  soil  is  very  fertile  and 
the  drainage  is  yearly  improving  it. 

On  the  first  of  February,  1837,  Mr.  John  Miller  laid  out  the  town  of 
Bascom.  Cleorge  W.  Gist  was  the  surveyor.  It  is  located  on  section, 
seventeen.      Hascom  is  a  station  on  the  Haltimore  ^:  Ohio  railroad. 

Agreen  Ingraham,  Jacob  S.  Jennings,  John  Sleeper,  David  Cover, 
James  Mathews,  John  IJaughman,  Peter  Lonsway,  IVter  Voung,  Aaron 
Ruse,  ('.  Weikert,  Thomas  Klder,  Philip  King,  Josei)h  Ogle,  Thomas 
Rickets  and  others  were  also  among  the  earlv  settlers  here. 

The  Coldwater  railroad  had  also  been  constructed  through  this  town- 
ship, and  the  iron  laid.  The  jjroject  was  abandoned  and  the  iron 
taken  up,  never  to  be  laid  down  again  (?^ 

On  the  6th  day  of  August,  1S36,  Samuel  Waggoner  laid  out  a  town 
by  James  Durbin,  surveyor,  on  section  sixteen,  whic  h  he  called  Hope- 
well, but  no  trace  of  it  can  be  found.      It  never  flourished. 

Among  the  distinguished  men  who  died  in  Hopewell  was  Joseph 
McClelland,  one  of  the  old  Seneca  county  pifneers.  He  was  born  in 
Mifllin  county,  Pennsylvania,  August  25,  1787,  and  was  married  in 
Ross  county,  Ohio,  in  or  near  Chillicothe,  in  the  early  part  of  1815. 
He  moved  to  Shelby  county,  Kentucky,  in  the  same  year.  His  wife 
was  Jane  Hoyd,  sister  of  Thomas  Hoyd,  one  of  the  old  county  com- 
missioners. 


HOPEWELL    TOWNSHIP.  54I 

Mr.  McClelland  moved  to  Bloom  township  in  1822  and  settled  on 
section  three.  In  1838  he  moved  to  Silver  creek,  settling  on  section 
nineteen.  In  1854  he  moved  to  Hopewell,  where  he  settled  on  section 
thirty-five,  and  there  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  four  months 
and  thirteen  days. 

Mr.  McClelland  was  a  stout,  active  and  industrious  man,  faithful  to 
his  promises  and  prompt  in  the  payment  of  his  debts.  He  took  a  deep 
interest  in  all  public  affairs  and  held  the  office  of  county  commissioner 
six  years,  having  been  elected  in  1842  and  in  1845.  He  lived  and  died 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  love  and  respect  of  all  his  neighbors  and  a 
host  of  friends. 

SAMUEL  SMITH 

Was  born  November  8,  1806,  in  Kent  county,  Delaware.  Soon  there- 
after his  father  moved  with  his  family  to  Ohio  and  settled  near  Rush- 
ville,  m  Fairfield  county. 

When  Samuel  was  about  twenty-three  years  old,  he  came  to  Seneca 
county  and  entered  the  west  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
twenty-two,  in  Hopewell.  Here  he  built  a  cabin  and  helped  to  open 
the  road  towards  Bascom.  He  worked  out  among  farrpers,  drove  team 
for  Mr.  Hedges,  and  in  1833  ^^  married  Elizaljeth  Zeis,  a  daughter  of 
a  German  family  that  lived  in  Liberty  township  After  he  was  mar- 
ried he  moved  upon  his  land,  where  he  still  resides.  His  wife  died  . 
September  11,  1870,  the  mother  of  ten  children,  who  are  all  still  living 
and  doing  well.  Mr.  Smith,  himself,  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  good 
•health,  physically  and  mentally. 

When  he  settled  here  in  Hopewell,  Mr.  Henry  Creeger  was  already 
living  on  his  farm  near  Wolf  creek. 

Samuel  Todd,  David  Betts,  David  Cover,  John  Kiine,  George  ShauU, 
Joseph  Ogle  and  a  few  others  were  in  the  neighborhood. 

There  were  about  twenty-five  acres  cleared  on  the  school  section, 
and  Mr.  Covel  moved  onto  them  in  1834,  under  a  lease  of  the  trustees. 
There  was  also  a  small  clearing  on  the  James  Mathews  farm,  now  owned 
by  Mr.  Neligh.     The  balance  of  this  neighborhood  was  all  woods. 

JOHN  MAULE. 

One  of  the  old  settlers  of  this  township  was  John  Maule,  who  was  born 
in  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  21,  1793.  When  but  seven 
years  of  age  his  father  died  in  Baltimore  of  yellow  fever.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith,  and  in  1827  he  married  Elizabeth  Derr,  sister 
of  our  old  pioneer  friend,  Ezra  Derr,  of  Clinton  township. 

In  June,  1830,  he  arrived  here  with  a  party  consisting  of  his  wife  and 
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two  chilrlren,  his  rather-in-Iaw,  Thomas  Derr,  his  wife's  sister.  Mar- 
garet  (who  afterwards  became  the  wife  of  William  Baker),  and  Josepb 
Heliebrake. 

Mr,  Maule  bought  a  farm  one-half  mile  north  of  Tiffin,  on  the  state 
road,  where  he  also  worked  at  his  trade  for  seven  years  and  then  nnoveti 
one-hall  mile  w^est  onto  the  farm  where  the  family  now  live. 

While  at  his  trade  he  did  much  work  for  the  Indians,  shoeing  their 
ponies,  etc>,  and  they  esteemed  him  very  much.  He  was  well  acquaint- 
ed with  Red  Jacket.  Hard  Hickory,  George  Harriman,  the  Walkers 
and  Dennis's 

His  neighbors  were  Krastus  Howe,  John  Souder,  George  Stoner, 
Henry  Rosenberger,  David  Risdon,  Bartholomew  ShauU,  David  Smith, 
John  Kosenberger,  Henry  and  William  Brish. 

Mr.  Maule  was  six  feet  two  inches  tail;  his  weight  was  aboiu  two 
h^jndred  pounds.  He  had  but  few  gray  hairs  when  be  died,  on  the  j  i  st 
of  October,  1866.  He  was  a  Quaker,  and  faithful  to  his  creed;  was 
honest,  truthful  and  quiet.  He  was  the  father  of  six  children,  four  sons 
and  two  daughters.  Mrs.  Maule  was  born  December  14th,  1804,  and  is 
still  living. 

GEORGE  SLOSSER 

Was  born  in  Washington  county,  Maryland,  in  1 770;  in  iSoo  he  bought 
property  in  Jefferson  county,  Virginia.  He  was  married  to  Mary 
Painter,  in  Washington  county,  Maryland,  in  1805^  and  then  moved 
onto  his  land  in  Virginia.  133  acres.  They  had  nine  children  in  atll, 
four  girls  and  five  boys»  who  are  all  living  but  one.  Mr.  Slosser  move 
with  his  family  to  Seneca  county  and  located  in  Hopewell  in  1S32. 
Mrs.  Slosser  died  in  1840,  aged  fifty -thfee  years,  and  Mr.  Slosser  died 
in  1843,  aged  seventy-three  years. 

PETER    SLOSSER 

Is  the  oldest  son  of  George  Slosser,  and  came  out  here  with  his 
father.  He  was  born  July  J4th,  1806,  and  was  married  to  Isabeila 
Mitchell,  in  Jefferson  cotanty,  Virginia,  March  J8th,  1830.  He  is  the 
father  ol  five  living  children 

Mr*  Slosser  tells  me  that  one  night  in  March,  1834,  a  wolf  made  an 
attack  on  his  dog,  and  when  Mr.  Slosser  came  up  to  the  combatants, 
the  wolf  k ft  the  dog  and  made  for  Mr.  Slosser,  who  picked  up  a  stick 
of  wood  and  struck  the  wolf  a  heavy  blow,  which  felled  him,  and  was 
soon  dispatched. 

In  August,  the  same  year,  a  deer  was  in  his  wheat  field,  Mr.  Slosser 
and  his  hired  man  halloed  at  him,  which  scared  him,  and,  jumping 
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over  the  rail  fence  into  a  brush  heap,  he  became  entangled  and  was 
killed. 

David  Fox,  Peter  Wagner,  Abraham  Miller,  Jacob  Bogart,  William 
Rickets,  Samuel  Kime,  Joseph  Ogle,  Henry  Creeger,  Jacob  -Ruie, 
Charles  Chaney,  John  CHaney,  Robert  Shippy,  Elias*  Kime,  William 
Kime  and  others  were  neighbors. 

JOHN   DAWALT 

Came  to  Hopewell  in  1833.  One  time,  while  he  was  walking  on  the 
road  leading  from  Tiffin  to  Fostoria,  about  one-half  mile  from  Bascom, 
where  Mr.  Hall  now  lives,  he  met  a  bear  on  the  road,  who  made  for 
Dawalt.  Having  neither  a  gun  nor  an  axe,  he  defended  himself  with 
a  hickory  cane  he  had  for  a  walking  stick.  The  bear  was  very  close  to 
him,  and  Dawalt  having  no  chance  to  run,  it  became  a  fight  for  life. 
He  belabored  the  bear  with  his  club  in  such  good  style  that  he  came 
down,  and  Dawalt  killed  him.  Mrs.  Dawalt  ran  up  while  th^  fight  was 
going  on,  but  Dawalt  told  her  to  stay  away  until  the  danger  be  over 

JOSEPH    OGLE. 

The  road  that  runs  from  Tiffin  to  Fostoria  was  surveyed  along  a 
ridge,  and  on  the  highest  ground  that  runs  east  and  west  through  this 
township.  Along  on  this  ridge  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Wolf  creeks 
the  first  settlements  were  made.  The  east  branch  of  Wolf  creek  runs 
longitudinal  with  the  river  in  its  general  course.  Near  the  southwest 
corner  of  section  one  another  branch  puts  into  it  from  the  west.  Near 
the  north  line  of  section  twenty-three  another  branch  of  Wolf  creek 
puts  into  this  east  branch 

Williard  Sprague  and  Charles  and  John  Chaney  had  a  lease  on  sec- 
tion sixteen,  known  as  Hopewell  Center.  These  meo,  with  their  fam- 
ilies, were  probably  the  first  settlers  in  the  townshijj.  Mr.  Peter 
'Schultz  now  owns  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  section.  Joseph  Ogle 
came  to  Tiffin  on  the  15th  of  June,  1824,  and  very  soon  thereafter 
bought  from  James  Aiken  the  southwest  quarter  .of  section  twenty- 
three,  which  has  ever  since  been  known  as  the  Ogle  farm.  When  he 
landed  in  Tiffin  he  rented  a  cabin  from  Mr.  A.  Ingraham,  and  under- 
brushed  a  road  to  his  land  on  Wolf  creek.  Mr.  Ogle's  family  was  the 
third  family  that  landed  in  Tiffin  after  the  organization  of  this  county. 
George  Park,  Horton  Howard  and  David  Bishop  were  here.  Thomas 
Loyd  also,  who  was  then  a  single  man.  Mr.  Hedges  brought  on  his 
family  about  that  time.  Eben  Mills  had  about  thirty  acres  cleared  on 
land  near  Mr.  Ogle,  which  he  leased  to  Ogle  on  shares.     During  this 
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j  year  Ogle  built  a  cabin  on  his  land  and  moved  into  it  in  1826,  in  April, 

and  cleared  a  few  acres  that  year.  Thomas  Ogle,  the  oldest  son  of 
Joseph,  says  he  cut  the  first  tree  on  the  land.  It  was  not  much  of  a  tree, 
and  gliomas  was  not  much  of  a  boy  then.  Mr.  Ogle  helped  to  build 
the  first  school  house  in  this  township.  It  was  put  up  on  the  southeast 
quarter  of  the  school  section,  some  two  and  one-half  miles  from  the 
Ogle  |)lar.e.  Sprague  and  Charles  Chancy  split  the  ])ungeon  for  the 
floor.  Mr.  Chenowith  and  John  Chaney  built  the  stick  chimney. 
Abraham  Miller  and  Joseph  (^gle  put  up  the  desks  and  benches.  These 
were  none  of  your  patent  benches,  by  any  means,  but  were  constructed 
in  this  manner:  Two-inch  auger  holes  were  bored  into  the  logs  along 
the  sides  and  sticks  driven  into  them  about  two  feet  long.  Loose  clap- 
boards were  laid  outo  these  slicks,  and  the  desk  was  done.  The  seats 
were  pungeon  benches.  Mr.  Chenowith  was  the  first  schoolmaster  in 
the  to\\nship,  and  taught  in  this  school  house.  Reading,  writing  and 
spelling  qonstituled  a  full  course.  Mr.  (Jgle  had  a  son  born  to  him 
while  he  lived  on  the  Mills  place,  and  when  the  family  moved  into  the 
[  new  cabin,  Mrs.  Ugle   was  removed    to  the  house  of 'Squire  Plane,   in 

'  Titfin,  with  her  babe,  to  remain  there  until  the  cabin  was  dry   enough 

■  for  her  to  come  home   in   safety.     The  youngest  child,  Benj.  l'\   Ogle, 

f  was  born  in  the  new  cabin. 

>  When  Mr.  Ogle  cixmc  here,  two  years  before  the  Hart  family,    Bar- 

tholomew Shaull  ami  John  A.  Rosenberg  lived  further  down  the  creek. 
Nathan  Cadwaladcr  lived  up  the  creek,  in  section  ihirly-four.  The 
Daughertys  were  also  here  then.  One  of  the  Daugherty  girls  was 
married  lo  (leorge  I*ark.  in  Tiffin,  and  another  to  Samuel  Hoaglin. 

In  the  spring  of  1S25,  after  Hedges'  mill  first  (Himnienred  running, 
they  had  a  sort  of  celebraiion  there.  Mr  (.)gle  and  William  Siripe 
hit(  hed  up  their  ox-teams,  and  Mr.  Hedges'  ox-team  w  is  aN«)  hitrhed 
up.  The  women  got  into  the  wagons,  the  men  drove  the  teams  and 
walked  to  the  mill.  Here  they  had  a  lunch  and  a  general  good  time. 
Some  washed  themselves  in  corn-meal,  and  threw  meal  into  each  otlicr's 
face>.  It  was  fim  of  that  ])eculiar  kind,  but  nevertheless  a  rcl- 
ebration. 

When  Mr.  Ogle  settled  on  Wolf  (Meek  they  lived  on  corn,  which  they 
couM  get  no  nearer  than  r])per  San^lu^ky.  He  and  hi^  s(^n,  Thomas, 
rode  h«)r^el)ack  to  the  j)lains,  and  bought  two  bags  l\ill  t)f  corn,  l-acU 
ri«ler  having  a  bag  betore  him  The  trij)  look  two  (lays.  Upon  ilieir 
return  the  corn  was  taken  to  .Moore's  mill,  near  Lower  Sanduskv,  to  be 
ground  into  meal,  which  took  two  days  more.  I'pon  their  return  from 
the  mill  they  had  three  bushels  of  meal,  less  the  toll.     A  large  family 
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would  soon  get  away  with  that  quantity  of  meal,  especially  when  it  was 
bread  and  dinner  for  them  all. 

In  the  fall  of  1826  Thomas  Brandt  and  another  Indian  came  into 
Ogle's  cabin  and  wanted  bread.  Brandt  was  drunk  aftd  drew  a  toma- 
hawk to  strike  Mrs.  Ogle,  but  the  other  Indian  stopped  him. 

The  wolves  were  very  plenty,  and  one  evening  while  Mrs.  Ogle  was 
milking  the  cows  near  the  cabin,  a  lot  of  them  came  close  to  her,  howl- 
ing, which  scared  her  very  much.  One  evening  as  the  boys  were  re- 
turning from  spelling  school,  the  wolves  got  after  them  and  followed 
them  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Ogle  described  to  the  writer  the  situation  of  the  brush  dam  and 
saw  mill  of  Spencer,  and  the  old  fort  and  stockade  then  still  in  good 
condition. 

Joseph  Ogle  was  born  in  Frederick  city,  Maryland,  February  7, 
1 78 1.  His  father  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  town.  He  was 
married  October  15,  1809,  in  Mechanicstown,'  Frederick  county,  Maj^y- 
land.  They  lived  on  the  old  Ogle  farm,  in  Frederick  county,  a  while, 
when  they  moved  to  Hagerstown,  where  he  kept  tavern;  then  returned 
and  bought  the  Ogle  farm,  sold  it  afterwards  and  came  to  Seneca 
county. 

When  he  died  in  January,  1864,  he  was  eighty-three  years  and  eleven 
months  old. 

He  cleared  130  acres  of  land  on  his  farm  here,  and  raised  eight  chil- 
dren, two  having  died  in  childhood. 

Mrs.  Ogle  died  in  1876,  eighty-seven  years  old.     Six  of  their  children 

are  still  living. 
35 
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THIS  township  was  organized  on  the  4th  day  of  December,  1832. 
The  first  election  of  township  officers  took  place  on  the  3d  day 
of  April,  1833,  at  the  house  of  Abraham  Rinebolt.  Christian  Foster, 
John  Stombaugh  and  Michael  Stahl  were  elected  trustees;  Henry  Hoff- 
man and  Abraham  Rinebolt,  supervisors;  Samuel  Rinebolt,  Andrew 
Ferrier  and  Daniel  Swope,  overseers  of  the  poor;  Enoch  Trumbo, 
clerk;  Jonas  Hampshire  and  Jacob  Hollinger,  fence  viewers. 

In  1840  the  population  was  586;  in  1870  in  had  increased  to  1,131; 
in  1880  it  is  1,394. 

Henry  Hoffman,  in  1827,  moved  from  Perry  county,  Ohio,  and  lo- 
cated on  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  thirty-six,  the  first  settler  in 
the  township,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Abraham  Rinebolt,  came  from  the 
same  county  in  1828,  and  located  near  him. 

Enoch  Trumbo  is  the  only  old  settler  living.  He  came  in  1833,  and 
located  on  section  twenty-two,  where  he  still  resides.  He  was  once 
county  commissioner,  and  is  highly  respected  for  his  good  sense  and 
honesty. 

Jonas  Hampshire  located  on  the  northwest  (juarter  of  section  twenty- 
two  in  I  S3  5.  He  usea  to  take  a  very  active  part  in  public:  affairs,  and 
was  a  leader  in  the  Democratic  ranks.  He  was  a  successful  farmer, 
and  has  accumulated  a  handsome  fortune.  He  lives  in  Wood  county 
now. 

Michael  Stahl  came  in  1832,  and  also  located  on  section  twenty-two. 
Daniel  Swope  came  in  i?^33,  also  settled  on  section  twenty-one,  and  is 
still  there,  also  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  livin*;.  (leorge  Stahl  came 
in  1-S34.  James  Robertson,  the  Hollo|)eters,  William  Noble  (the  father 
of  Hon.  Warren  P.  Noble  and  Harrison  Noble,  the  present  mayor 
of  Tiffin),  Kobert  ('.  Caples,  Sanuiel  Vunker.  Robert  Shi|)i)y,  Henry 
Shoutz,  Henry  F.  Johnson,  the   Kong  family,  Abraham   Craun  (who  is 
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Still  living),  Joseph    English,  Thomas   Chance,    George   Stoner  and 

Christian  Foster  were  among  the  early  settlers. 

My  good  old  friend,  Henry  Stahl,  was  a  boy  but  fourteen  years  old 
when  he  came  to  the  township  in  1836.  He  married  Elizabeth,  the 
daughter  of  John  Reinbolt.  He  is  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  of 
the  township  and  highly  respected  for  his  manly  virtues  and  excellent 
judgment. 

John  Lambright,  Frederick  Feble,  William  Ash  and  others,  were  also 
prominent  citizens. 

Isaiah  Hollopeter  laid  out  the  town  of  Rehoboth  on  the  ylh  of 
December,  1S44,  but  it  never  flourished- 

The  location  of  the  L.  E.  &  L,  railroad  has  brought  market  to  this 
township,  and  Jackson  station  is  of  great  convenience  to  the  people. 
Some  pans  of  Jackson  are  rolling  and  gently  undulating,  but  the  larger 
portion  was  overflown  by  Wolf  creek  and  exceedingly  undesirable 
on  that  account.  The  settlers  entered  the  dry  and  best  parts  and  the 
wet  portions  could  find  no  purchasers  for  many  years.  Even  so  late 
as  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war,  there  were  lands  in  Jackson  upon 
which  A,  Rank,  a  Mexican  soldier,  located  his  land  warrant.  This 
was  the  last  piece  of  public  land  sold  in  the  county. 

These  swales  hindered  the  progress  of  Jackson  many  years,  but 
finally,  by  judicious  ditching,  the  surface  water  is  led  away,  and  Jack- 
son will  rank  among  the  best  townships  in  the  county,  there  being  very 
little  land  within  its  borders,  unproductive, 

Harrison*s  creek  is  one  of  the  tributaries  of  Wolf  creek. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  history  of  Fostoria  and  vicinity,  by 
E,  W,  Thomas,  with  his  kind  permission: 

In  1H82  a  large  body  of  Wyandot  Indians  camped  in  Jackson  towTiship 
and  engaged  in  their  favorite  pursuit  of  Irnnting  game.  Thev  killed  eleven 
bears  and  one  bundriiil  and  seven  ileers,  besides  large  quantities  of  smull 
game.  Tliey  were  remarkably  quiet  and  well  disposed  towards  the  whites. 
They  boujEfht  pot;iU>es,  corn,  ete.,  but  in  all  their  transa*^tions  were  perfectly 
honest,  and  if  a  white  family  wis>hed  to  get  rid  of  Indians,  they  invariably 
tried  to  get  them  in  debt,  for  when  tliey  once  got  an  Indian  indebted  In  them 
he  would  not  eall  Hgaini  hut  the  majority  of  them  could  never  be  induced 
to  go  inti*  <lebt.  They  w<miM  pay  up  innuiually  inul  uften  bring  preseuts  of 
deer  and  I  tear  meat. 

The  first  whisky  sold  in  tlie  township  was  by  Ji*hn  P.  Gordon.  The 
Indians  iii^ed  tn  go  to  his  store,  then  kept  in  Ktsdun,  and  get  theirlire-water. 
Tliey  would  get  gloriouslj^  fuddled  and  make  liw*  wo<Klft  resound  with  their 
lijrieous  yells.  On  one  vK-easion.  in  the  fall  of  18313,  they  had  been  to  Gor- 
don's shebang  and  imbil>ed  freely  of  lire-water,  and  getting  their  bottles 
filled,  they  started  for  their  camp,  some  four  miles  distant    They  had  to 
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pasa  the  cabin  of  Mr.  Nestlerode,  on  what  was  then  known  as  the  iBlaiid  ami 
bears  that  name  to  the  present  time;  the  same  farm  now  beinR  owneil  hy 
Mr.  N*?Rtlerode»  who  Ls  a  resident  of  Fostoria,  They  stopped,  as  Uiey  luid  hi*t*u 
iu  thw  hahit  of  doing  l>efore.  lujt  were  drunk.  There  were  some  six  or  seven 
in  the  company.  When  tbey  arrived  at  Mr.  Nestlerode's  cabin,  they  were 
too  drunk  to  get  off  their  pouieH,  liut  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nestlerode  assisted  tliem 
to  dismount.  When  tbey  entered  the  eabin,  tliey  eommenced  upsetting 
ehair^^  tables  and  everything  that  came  in  their  way.  Tiiey  were  feeling  up 
for  the  floor  when  a  general  flgbt  ensued  between  tlie  whole  party,  except 
the  ebief,  Tliomas  Koon,  who  was  sober, 

Tbeir  scalping  knives  and  tomahawks  were  bronght  into  use,  and  the  fam- 
ily were  fnghtened ;  the  clnldreti  treed  under  the  beds.  But  Mr.  Nestlei'ode, 
by  order  of  the  chief,  took  the  knives,  tomahawks  and  guns  from  tliem,  and 
their  bottles  of  tire-water  also.  But  the  chief  feared  trouble  when  they 
reached  tlieir  camp,  and  pmhably  fearing  they  might  return,  asked  Mr. 
NestlenKle  tolnind  each  Indian  his  bottle  of  fire-water :  which  wasdone.  and 
then  assisting  them  on  their  ponies,  tbey  again  started  for  their  camp,  but 
had  proceeded  Tint  a  sliort  distance  when  one  of  tlie  party  became  rather 
top-heavy%  and  tumbled  off.  His  companions  halted,  built  him  a  tire,  imd 
left  bim,  and  proceeded  on  to  their  camp.  The  Indian  wbo  bad  been  left, 
returned  to  Mr.  Nestlerode^s  the  next  mom  in  g  with  his  clothes  badly  burned, 
and  when  asked  what  was  the  matter,  replied  :  ''  Indian  too  much  drunk ; 
Indian  take  too  much  lire- water ;  Indian  sleep  close  big  fire  ;  fire  much  bum 
Indian,  but  while  man  get  Indian  drunk,  then  cheat  Indian  much.'' 

On  the  next  day  each  Indian  i*etinned  alone  for  his  property,  that  Mr. 
Xestlerode  had  taken  from  him  while  drunk.  Mrs.  Nestlerode  was  very 
anxious  to  get  rid  of  them  as  sckui  as  possible,  so  wlien  the  tirst  Indian  came 
she  brought  out  all  The  knives,  tomahawks  and  guns,  luit  he  only  toc»k  what 
belongetl  to  bim,  and  when  each  one  came  he  could  only  be  induced  to  take 
his  own  property.  They  all  appeared  ashamed  of  what  tbey  had  cUme  the 
day  before,  and  like  Adam  in  tlie  garden  of  Eden*  tbey  lay  tlie  bUune  on 
some  other  person,  "  Bgd  white  man;  sell  Indian  fire-water;  Indian  get 
much  drunk  :  Indian  bad  :  white  man  cheat  Indian," 
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THIS  township  was  organized  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1832.     The 
first  election  took  place  April  ist,  1833,  when  the  following  per- 
sons were  elected  as  township  officers,  viz 

Trustees— John  Rosenberger,  Evan  W.  Brook,  Jacob  Kaine. 
(Uerk— John  Craun. 

(constables— Eben  Conway  and  Nicholas  Rumbaugh. 
Supei-visors- Adam  Fleck,  Isaac  Hartsock,  James  Hudson,  Levi  Crissey 
and  Joseph  S.  Conway. 

In  1840  the  population  was  1,084;  in  1870  it  was  1,668  and  in  1880 
it  is  2,159. 

An  area  of  nearly  a  mile  wide  and  three  miles  long,  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  the  township,  is  one  of  those  stoney  ridges  that  are 
found  very  frequently  throughout  the  northwestern  portion  of  Ohio. 
In  some  places  the  limestone  rocks  cover  the  ground  almost  entirely. 
In  other  localities,  near  the  ridge,  they  are  strewn  less  thickly  and  the 
land  is  cultivated.  The  township  generally  is  free  from  stone,  which 
makes  this  spot  rather  remarkable  from  a  geological  standpoint.  It  is 
otherwise  level  but  very  fertile  and  undulating  in  some  localities. 
Large  crops  are  raised  here  annually.  The  western  branch  of  Wolf 
creek  passes  in  a  northeasterly  direction  through  Liberty,  driving  sev- 
eral saw  mills.  The  supply  of  water  is  sufficient  to  run  three  mills  six 
months  in  each  year. 

A  town  by  the  name  of  Middleburgh  was  surveyed  by  D.  Risdon,  on 
the  8th  of  September,  1832,  and  on  section  nine.  The  land  was  formerly 
owned  by  Jacob  Kessler.     The  town  never  flourished. 

On  the  1 2th  of  April,  1838,  John  Betts,  a  very  enterprising  citizen, 
laid  out  a  town  on  section  three,  and  called  it  Bettsville;  David  Risdon 
was  the  surveyor.  It  is  situate  near  the  west  branch  of  Wolf  creek 
and  has  now  over  one  hundred  dwellings,  two  churches,  one  saw  mill 
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and  sash  and  blind  factory  and  several  stores  and  shops.  The  large 
brick  steam  flouring  mill  is  doing  a  good  business*  Since  the  localiotr 
of  the  Toledo.  Tiffin  &:  Eastern  railroad  th^  business  of  the  town  has 
improved  very  materially  and  is  constantly  on  the  increase.  Fine  brick 
residences  have  been  erected  and  the  town  has  assumed  a  very  business- 
like appearance,  and  the  warehonse  of  Flumerfelt  &  Titus  has  greatly 
added  to  its  trade. 

Abraham  Ash,  guardian  of  Jacob  Ash,  on  the  9th  day  of  March,  1S55, 
laid  ont  the  town  of  Kansas,  near  the  northwest  corner  of  the  township. 
It  is  on  the  line  of  the  Lake  Erie  &  Ivonisville  railroad.  It  is  fourteen 
miles  from  Tiffin  and  thirteen  miles  from  Fremont.  The  town  has  one 
dry  goods  store  and  a  store  of  general  variety,  one  grocery  and  pro- 
vision store^  one  cooper  shop,  one  blacksmith  shop,  one  wagon  shop* 
one  stove  factory,  one  steara  saw  mill  and  one  steam  grist  mill.  There 
are  about  fifty  dwellings,  occupied  by  over  two  hundred  inhabitants. 

The  soil  of  the  township  is  rich  and  very  productive. 

James  Grimes,  Jacob  Null,  Daniel  Lynch^  the  Brickners,  Uassman, 
Lendelbachs,  Smiths,  Zimmer,  Jacob  Zeis,  the  Robertsons,  John 
Michaels,  Joseph  Cessna,  David  Brown,  Reuben  Lott,  John  Powell, 
John  Baughman*  George  Feasel,  Orrin  Betts,  Barney  Zimmerman  and 
others  are  among  the  earliest  and  most  prosperous  farmers.  Daniel 
Reinbolt  settled  herein  1828, 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  7th  day  of  August,  1880,  a  fire  inoke  uut 
in  the  back  end  of  A.  VV.  Day's  building,  and  destroyed  nine  rooms  in 
Bettsville,  and  other  property,  estimated  over  $11,000.  Mr.  Beits, 
Schubert,  John  Cook,  C.  Norton,  Joe  Massony,  George  Schuster  and 
John  Perong  were  the  principal  sufferers. 

MRS.  RACHAEL  K.  TURNER. 

This  lady  is  one  of  the  veteran  pioiteers  of  the  county^  spending  the 
evening  of  her  long,  eventful  life  in  the  shades  of  Liberty  township. 

She  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1797.  In  1817  she  came  to  Perry  county,  Ohio,  where  she  remained 
one  year  with  friends  and  in  the  following  year  she  went  to  Fairfield 
county,  where,  in  January,  1818,  she  was  married  to  Benjamin  Turner, 
In  1829  they  removed  to  this  county  and  located  one  mile  west  of  Sa.n- 
dusky  street,  in  Tiflin. 

McNears  store  and  Smith's  tavern  were  then  the  principal  buildings 
in  town.  Their  neighbors  were  the  Ogles,  Creegers,  Cadwalladcrs, 
Millers,  Jennings,  Gordons,  Arbogasts,  Adelspergers  and  GrafTs.  She 
was  well    acquainted   with   Mr    McNeal  and   Mr.  Crissey,  and  knew 
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Joseph  Jenay,  the  colored  cabinet  maker.     Crissey  was  the  blacksmith. 

In  the  summer  of  1830,  when  the  Senecas  prepared  for  their  depar- 
ture to  the  west,  they  came  to  Fort  Ball,  where  they  camped  out  some 
two  or  three  weeks  and  made  sale  of  their  ponies  and  other  personal 
property.     General  Brish  and  Mr.  Hart  went  with  them  to  the  west. 

Mrs.  Turner  also  recollects  the  excitement  occasioned  by  the  acci- 
dental drowning  of  Robert  Burns  and  Batholomew  Kinney,  who  at- 
tempted to  cross  the  river  to  the  Tiffin  side  for  the  purpose  of  buying 
a  yoke  of  cattle. 

In  the  year  1834  the  Turner  family  removed  to  the  northeast  corner 
of  Liberty  township,  where  she  still  resides.     She  says:    . 

When  we  came  to  Fort  Ball,  we  bought  19  acres  from  Smith,  the  tavern 
keeper.  We  paid  him  $94  in  cash  and  the  other  $6  he  was  to  take  in  game, 
paying  60  cents  for  a  hind-quarter  of  deer. 

To  Mr.  C.  W.  Harris  my  thanks  are  due  for  this  statement. 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

I^UDON  TOWNSHIP  AND  FOSTORIA— THE   FOSTSRS-MARTIN  KINQSEBD. 


T.    2,    N.    R.    13    E. 

THE  commissioners  of  Seneca  county,  on  the  5th  day  of  March, 
1832,  organized  township  2,  N.  R.  13,  into  a  legal  township,  to 
be  known  by  the  name  of  Loudon.  The  first  election  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Benjamin  Hartley,  on  the  2d  day  of  April  thereafter,  and  the 
following  named  persons  were  elected  to  their  respective  offices,  as 
follows: 

Justice  of  the  Peace— Abner  W.ide. 

Clerk— John  Tennis. 

Trustees  -Benjamin  Stevens,  Peter  T.  King,  John  Rickets. 

Constable— Samuel  Carbau^h. 

Sui»ervisor— lienjamin  Hartley. 

Overseers  of  the  Poor— Ahner  Wade,  Nathan  Shippy. 

Treasurer— Benjamin  Stevens. 

Fence  Viewers— Nathan  Shipi»y,  John  Reese,  John  Shiller. 

In  1840  the  population  of  Loudon  numbered  763;  in  1870  it  was 
1,400;  in  18S0  it  is  1,277,  exclusive  of  Fostoria. 

I^esides  the  officers  above  named  there  were  also  Samuel  Bear,  Jacob 
Rum]>le,  Martin  Adams,  Philip  Hennessy,  Robert  Rainey,  Jacob  Frutb, 
(icorge  Ilcming,  Peter  ICbersole,  Henry  Shellcr,  David  Young,  Conrail 
Rumple,  Jacob  Kaiser,  John  (lood,  John  Reinbolt.  Jacob  Dillon,  Thus. 
Dillon,  the  Peter  families,  Jacob  Mergenthaler,  the  I'i^hcrs,  and  others 
scattered  over  the  townshi[). 

On  the  31SI  of  August,  1832,  Roswell  (>o(  ker  <  ansed  to  be  surveye<l 
on  section  six,  of  this  township,  a  town  that  he  called  Rome.  David 
Risdon  was  the  surveyor.  In  1840  it  hatl  a  population  of  So;  in  1850 
about  300.  It  is  located  on  the  lM)rt  Findlay  and  Lower  Sanduskv 
state  rt>ad,  and  upon  the  Defiance  and  Tithn  state  road,  where  it  crosses 
with  the  Bucyrus  and  Perrysburg  road.  It  is  twenty -two  miles  from 
Fremont,  fourteen  and  one-half  miles  from  Findlay,  fourteen  miles  from 
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Tiffin,  thirty-six  miles  from  Bucyrus,  twenty-five  miles  from  Upper 
Sandusky,  and  close  to  the  Hancock  county  line.  • 

A  few  days  after  the  platting  of  Rome,  on  the  6th  day  of  September, 
1832,  J.  Gorsuch  caused  to  be  surveyed  on  section  one,  T.  2,  N.  R.  12, 
in  Hancock  county,  and  on  section  six,  in  Loudon,  another  town, 
which  he  named  after  the  old  surveyor,  and  called  it  Risdon. 

Mr.  Risdon  was  a  distinguished  pioneer,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
some  spot  in  Seneca  .:ounty  could  not  have  been  selected  to  perpetuate 
his  honored  name.  This  town  was  intended  to  accomplish  this,  but 
failed,  as  we  shall  soon  see.  Mr.  Risdon  was  a  surveyor  by  profession, 
but  otherwise  useful  in  life.  He  was  a  tall,  slender  man,  had  a  bushy 
head  of  gray  hair,  a  large  blue  eye,  well  proportioned  features;  stood 
about  six  feet  high;  spoke  slow,  with  a  deep,  sonorous  voice  With  his 
pants  in  his  high  top  boots,  in  his  Indian  hunting  shirt,  fringed  all 
around,  he  was  the  very  picture  of  a  pioneer  surveyor. 

Mr.  Risdon,  however,  did  not  survey  this  town  alone;  he  was  assisted 
by  William  L.  Henderson,  of  Hancock  county. 

Henry  Welch,  Jeremiah  Mickey  and  John  P.  Gordon  were  the  first 
settlers  here. 

In  1848  it  contained  thirty  dwellings,  one  church,  one  tavern,  three 
stores,  one  carding  machine  propelled  by  steam,  one  foundry,  one 
tannery,  one  steam  saw-mill,  one  cabinet  shop,  one  wagon  shop,  two 
shoe  shops,  two  saddle  shops  and  three  blacksmith  shops.  In  1850  its 
population  was  about  200.  It  was  a  post  town  also,  William  Thomas 
being  postmaster. 

Dr.  Marcus  Dana  and  Dr.  R.  C.  Caples  were  among  its  inhabitants. 
The  town  was  platted  on  the  east  branch  of  Portage  river. 

These  two  towns  of  Rome  and  Risdon,  thus  adjoining,  became  rival 
towns,  and  it  was  wise  when,  in  1854,  they  became  consolidated 'into 
one  town,  and  named  in  honor  of  one  of  its  most  distinguished  early 
settlers — Charles  W.  F*oster,  the  merchant — and  called  Fostoria. 

The  country  surrounding  Fostoria  is  rich  in  agricultural  resources, 
but  withal,  it  is  astonishing  how  this  town  has  sprung  up  into  its  present 
magnificent  condition.  Fostoria  is  rapidly  becoming  the  rival  of  all 
its  neighboring  towns.  Its  large  and  numerous  business  blocks,  its 
splendid  school  buildings  and  churches,  its  beautiful  and  numerous 
private  dwellings,  exhibiting  both  taste  and  comfort,  its  railroads  and 
other  general  improvements,  denote  a  most  remarkable  degree  of 
business  life,  and  prove  the  energy,  industry  and  the  mental  and  finan- 
cial capacity  of  its  citizens.  Numerous  additions  have  been  made  to 
Fostoria  from  time  to  time,  so  that  now  jjie  corporate  limits  embrace 
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nearly  all  of  section  six,  extend  into  section  seven,  into  section  thirty- 
one  in  Jackson*  township,  and  into  Hancock  county,  eoveritig  abont 
one  thousand  acres  of  land. 

The  manufacturing  enterprises  are  constantly  increasing,  and  Fo&- 
toria  is  decidedly  the  best  railroad  center  in  northwestern  Ohio,  except 
Toledo. 

The  Baltimore  &  Ohio  road,  the  Lake  Erie  &  Lonisville  road,  the 
Columbns  &  Toledo  road,  and  the  Ohio  Central,  formerly  called  the 
Atlantic  &  Lake  Erie  railroad,  pass  through  Fostoria.  The  Mansfield, 
Coldwater  &  Lake  Michigan  railroad  had  been  finished  to  this  place 
also,  but  for  some  reason  the  iron  wjis  taken  up  again  and  the  track 
abandoned. 

The  town  of  Rome  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  legislature 
passed    February  19th,  1851. 

John  F,  Morse  was  then  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives,  an^ 
Charles  C.  Converse  speaker  of  the  senate. 

On  the  2d  day  of  September,  1853,  a  petition  was  signed  by  William 
Braden,  Thomas  Brian,  H.  L  Vosburgh,  W.  Weaver,  A.  S.  Benient,  K, 
F,  Robinson,  Ch.  Bonnell,  John  O.  Albert,  Reuben  Brian,  L  M,  Coe, 
John  Wilson,  George  Gear,  Lyman  Kittel,  Daniel  Free,  Abr.  Meli 
Robert  Doke,  E,  Hement,  E.  W,  Thomas,  D.  D.  Miller,  H,  W.  Coll 
James  Lewis,  L'raphrey  England  and  John  M.  Stewart,  who  appointed  ' 
William  Braden  to  act  in  their  behalf,  directed  to  the  commissioners  of 
Seneca  county,  praying  that  the  west  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  six,  in  Loudon  township,  may  be  attached  to  Rome,  The 
order  was  granted  on  the  2d  day  of  January,  1854,  and  Rome  and  Ris- 
don  thereby  became  one  town. 

Mr.  Stewart,  in  his  atlas  of  Seneca  county,  speaking  of  Rome,  says 
the  donsolidation  took  place  in  1856,  and  in  his  biographical  sketch  of 
Mr*  C.  W.  Foster,  says  it  took  place  in  1852.  If  he  had  guessed  half 
way  between  the  two  dates  he  would  have  been  nearer  right. 

The  act  of  incorporation  of  Rome  by  the  legislature  had  twenty-nine 
long  sections,  and  gave  the  town  all  sorts  of  municipal  power.  The 
town  would  have  been  ruined  by  taxation  had  these  powers  ail  been 
exercised 

Joel  W.  Wilson  was  then  in  the  senate,  and  Jacob  Decker  in  the 
house  of  representatives. 

The  early  settlers  in  Loudon  were  men  of  great  sagacity.  They  saw 
in  the  near  future  the  wealth  that  this  township  must  necessarily  de- 
velop from  the  richness  of  its  soil,  being  well  watered  and  timbered. 

In  1840  the  population  oft\^  township  was  763;  in  185011  was  1,781; 
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in  i860  it  bad  increased  to  ^,465;  in   1870  it  was  3,133,  out  of  which 
2,736  were  native  born;  in  1880  it  is  1,277,  exclusive  of  Fostoria. 

Fostoria  proper,  in  1870,  had  a  population  of  1,733.  ^^Y  old  friend 
Jacob  C.  Millhime,  Ksq.,  who  has  just  finished  his  work  as  census  enu- 
merator of  Fostoria,  makes  the  population  of  Fostoria  for  1880  to  num- 
ber 3,045,  exclusive  of  the  portion  in  Jackson  township  and  Hancock 
county,  which,  being  added,  makes  Fostoria  proper  number  4,111. 

CHARLES    W.    FOSTER. 

It  is  not  only  a  remarkable  fact  that  here  in  Amrerica  the  best  men 
are  the  self-made  men,  but  the  fact  seems  to  be  the  result  of  our  peculiar 
form  of  government  and  the  fruit  of  her  free  institutions.  It  retjuires 
no  hereditary  title  here  to  become  distinguished  among  men.  A  goodly 
share  of  common  sense,  good  health,  proper  deportment,  industry, 
energy,  integrity,  all  well  combined  and  backed  by  a  reasonable  quan- 
tity of  will  power,  l^ve  enabled  thousands  of  men  in  all  avenues  of 
human  life  to  outstrip  their  fellows  and  reach  the  goal  of  both  fame  and 
fortune.  Our  beautiful  school  system  and  our  higher  institutions  of 
learning  are  truly  the  pride  of  our  state;  but  for  success  in  life,  an 
ounce  of  sound,  mother  wit  is  worth  more  than  a  pound  of  book  lean^- 
ing.  The  great  contributors  to  the  sciences;  the  plotting  calculators 
ami  thinkers  and  searchers,  generally  die  poor. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  belongs  to  that  class  of  men  who,  when 
they  know  that  their  plans  are  right,  depend  upon  perseverance  for 
success. 

He  was  born  in  Brookfield,  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  on  the 
2 1  St  of  November,  1800.  His  father  moved  with  his  family  to  western 
New  York,  then  sparsely  settled,  and  located  near  Rochester,  in  1820. 

A  gentleman  by  the  name  of  John  Crocker  moved  to  Seneca  town- 
ship, in  this  county  of  Seneca,  in  1824.  Two  years  thereafter,  in  1826, 
Mr.  Foster  also  came  to  Seneca  township  to  see  Mr.  Crocker's  family, 
and  especially  his  beautiful  daughter,  Laura.  It.  seems  that  there  had 
been  some  understanding  between  the  young  people  before  Mr.  Crocker 
left  New  York. 

When  Mr.  Foster  arrived  here,  he  found  Miss  Laura  in  bad  health 
and  took  her  to  the  Saratoga  Springs,  in  New  York,  where  she  remained 
some  time  and  was  restored  to  good  heartth.  She  then  visited  her  uncle, 
James  Richardson,  who  lived  some  thirty  miles  from  the  springs,  and 
here  the  young  people  were  married  on  the  7th  of  June,  1827.  They 
then  came  to  Seneca  and  lived  with  the  Crocker  family.  Here  Mr. 
Foster  worked  on  the  farm  of  his  father-in-law  two  years,   when   he 
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moved  to  the  Wolf  creek,  three  miles  noAh  of  Tiffin,  where  he  had  i6o 
acres  in  section  eleven,  in  Hopewell,  and  which  he  afterwards  sold  to 
George  Shedenheim,  by  whose  name  it  is  known  to  this  day.  It  was 
then  all  in  the  woods  and  required  work  to  clear  it  and  found  a  home. 
Mr.  Foster  had  also  another  eighty-acre  lot  at  that  time.  He  sold  all 
his  land,  and  with  the  proceeds  of  these  sales,  he  and  his  father-in-law, 
who  had  more  means,  opened  a  stock  of  goods  in  a  cabin  in  Rome,  on 
the  same  spot  where  the  Foster  block  now  stands.  This  was  in  1832. 
The  business  of  the  firm  was  carried  on  in  the  firm  name  of  Foster  & 
Crocker.  Ten  years  thereafter,  when  the  concern  had  already  assumed 
large  proportions,  Mr.  Crocker  withdrew  from  it,  taking  away  merely 
the  amount  he  had  put  in,  and  leaving  Mr.  Foster  alone  in  the  posses- 
sion and  control  of  the  constantly  increasing  business.  Thus  he  con- 
tinued until  his  son,  Charles,  had  grown  up  to  nearly  man's  estate,  and 
who,  in  his  youth,  developed  a  remarkable  faculty  for  business.  This 
feature  in  the  nature  of  young  Charles  was  inherited  and  then  improved 
by  education,  experience  and  practice.  It  sustained  him  in  his  suc- 
cesses when  he  became  ambitious  and  turned  politician,  for  in  the 
management  of  a  political  campaign,  from  a  business  standpoint,  Gov- 
ernor Foster  has  no  superior  anywhere. 

In  1848,  when  his  son  was  about  twenty  years  of  age,  Mr.  Foster  took 
him  as  a  partner  in  business,  and  the  firm  of  Foster  &  Son  increased 
the  growing  fame  of  the  house  which  continuexi  thus  six  years,  when 
another  accession  was  made,  and  Mr.  Olmsted  became  a  partner.  It 
was  then  Foster,  Olmsted  &  Co.,  and  continues  so  still  as  a  grain  firm. 
The  store  proper  is  conducted  in  the  firm  name  of  Foster  «!v:  Snyder 
Brothers. 

Mrs.  Crocker  died  in  1850,  and  John  Crocker  in  1S54.  They  lie 
buried  in  the  Fostoria  cemetery.  Roswell  Crocker,  a  brother  of  Mrs. 
C.  W.  Foster,  is  still  living  in  Fostoria,  as  is  also  his  wife,  vSarah  Ann, 
who  is  a  (liiu^'hter  of  John  Cooper,  Fsq. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster '%verc  the  parents  of  five  c:hildren,  of  whom  llK-ir 
son,  Charles,  is  the' only  one  living. 

When  Mr.  Foster  started  here  in  the  woods,  forty-ei^^ht  years  aj.,^). 
his  antl  Mr.  Cnxker's  combined  capital  in  trade  did  not  exceed  52,000. 
and  their  annual  sales  not  53.000.  The  trade  was  |)rincipally  barter 
for  skins  and  furs.  The  house  now  has  a  stock  of  about  SSo,ooo.  and 
their  annual  sales  reach  near  8150,000.  Inchulingthe  cMitside  business 
of  the  firm  in  wool,  grain,  lumber,  etc.,  they  handle  over  a  million  of 
cash  annually. 

Mr.  F'oster's   manner  of  business  was  of  that    pleasant  and  manly 
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character  that  won  him  friends  who  constantly  increased  in  number. 
He  kept  out  of  litigation  jrtid  lived  up  promptly  to  his  contracts.  All 
this  tended  to  secure  him  the  confidence  of  the  community.  Any  per- 
son who  was  able  to  secure  Mr.  Foster's  good  opinion,  could  get  credit 
with  him,  and  at  times  men  owed  him  more  money  than  they  were 
worth.  He  could  have  sold  out  hundreds  of  them  for  debts  they  owed 
him  at  the  time,  had  he  so  willed,  and  utterly  ruined  them;  very  many 
of  them  are  now  among  the  substantial  men  in  the  country. 

The  house  of  Foster  has  contributed  largely  to  every  enterprise  that 
was  calculated  to  build  up  the  town  and  country.  Their  sagacity,  fore- 
sight and  promptitude  in  business  have  not  only  stamped  their  own  in- 
dividualities upon  the  community,  but  have  also  inspired  others  to  enter- 
prise and  practical  business  life,  so  that  now,  while  the  Foster  house 
enjoys  its  great  wealth,  the  community  at  large  is  greatly  benefited  and 
in  about  the  same  proportions  to  its  constant  increase  in  wealth  and 
business. 

Mr.  Foster,  now  nearly  four  score  years,  is  still  enjoying  the  society 
of  his  wife  and  a  host  of  friends.  His  health  is  good  and  he  promises 
fair  to  become  a  centennarian.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  see  him  on  the  street 
every  day  engaged  in  familiar,  friendly  conversation,  cracking  his  old 
jokes  and  having  a  kind  word  for  everybody.  And  it  is  still  more 
pleasant  to  notice  the  kind,  friendly  and  almost  filial  affection  the  peo- 
ple of  Fostoria,  young  and  old,  seem  to  entertain  for  him.  There  is 
something  besides  wealth  that  creates  happiness.  A  man  who  has 
nothing  but  money  is  poor,  indeed. 

CHARLES  FOSTER 

Was  born  on  the  old  Crocker  place,  at  his  grandfather's  house,  in  Seneca 
township,  on  the  12th  day  of  April,  1828.  In  1854  he  was  married  to 
Annie,  a  daugter  of  Judge  Olmsted,  of  Fremont,  Sandusky  county,  Ohio. 
Their  union  was  blessed  with  two  daughters,  Jessie  and  Annie.  He 
entered  into  business  with 'his  father  when  he  was  but  a  boy,  and  is  still 
associated  with,  and  is  the  new  life  of,  the  concern. 

In  1870  Mr.  Foster  was  elected  a  member  of  the  42d  congress,  from 
the  loth  district.  He  was  re-elected  in  1872.  His  attack  upon  the 
Sanborn  contract  and  his  conflict  with  General  Butler  in  debate,  brought 
him  very  popularly  before  the  country.  He  was  re-elected  in  1874; 
and  again  in  1876.  He  was  nominated  again  in  1878,  but  the  district 
having  ifecn  changed  and  made  so  overwhelmingly  Democratic,  that 
he  was  defeated.  In  October,  1879,  he  was  elected  governor  of  the 
state.     If,  at  the  Chicago  convention  that  nominated  General  Garfield 
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for  the  presidency.  Mr.  Blaine  had  been  nominated,  Mr.  Foster  would^ 
undoobtedly,  have  been  nominated  for  vic^^preskient  The  Republi- 
can party  would  thus  have  put  into  the  field  a  ticket  more  fornaidable 
than  that  of  Garfield  and  Arthur,  to  say  the  least  of  it. 

It  is  a  fact  worth  recording  that  while  the  city  of  Tiffin  is  named  after 
the  first  governor  of  Ohio,  the  city  of  Fostoria  is  named  after  the  last 
governor  of  Ohio,  and  a  native  of  old  Seneca.  Excellent  likenesses  in 
fine  steel  engravings  of  both  these  illustrious  gentlemen  adorn  the  pages 
of  this  book.  Lei  me  say,  without  vanity,  that  I  am  proud  of  the  co- 
incident.    The  like  of  this  fact  will  never  be  written  again. 

Tiffin  is  the  only  county  seat  in  Ohio  named  after  its  first  governor, 
and  while  this  history  of  Seneca  county  is  being  written,  a  native  of  Seneca 
and  one  of  its  most  honored  sons  is  the  chief  exerutive  of  the  state;  pre- 
siding over  three  millions  of  freemen,  forming  a  state  whose  resoarccs 
for  wealth  and  human  happiness  are  inexhaustible;  whose  climate  is 
unsurpassible;  whose  intelligence  and  system  of  education  are  the  admi- 
ration of  the  age  in  which  we  live, 

MARTIN    KmCSEED. 

Among  the  distinguished  businessmen  of  Fostoria  is  also  my  esteemed 
old  friend^  Martin,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  I  am  only  conferring 
a  great  pleasure  upon  myself  when  writing  a  short  story  of  his  life.  We 
were  boys,  frequently  meeting  each  other  in  Germany,  and  before  we 
had  grown  up  to  be  men,  found  ourselves  in  the  woods  of  Seneca  coun- 
ty, where  we  have  fought  the  battles  of  life,  each  his  own  way,  as  best 
we  could.  Here  we  have  spent  the  morning,  noon-tide  and  afternoon 
of  our  manhood  days  in  friendship  and  mutual  regard  thatgrows  warm- 
er as  the  evening  begins  to  draw  long  shadows  on  the  wayside. 

Martin  was  about  seventeen  years  old  when  his  father  settled  in  llie 
woods  of  Seneca  in  1834.  He  took  ht)ld  of  the  work  necessary  to  open 
up  a  clearing  and  starting  a  home  in  the  woods,  with  a  wiiU  Uetng 
endowed  by  nature  with  a  strong,  healthy  body  and  a  head  of  hi%  owo> 
he  soon  made  himself  useful  all  around  and  worked  at  home  until  he. 
was  25  years  old.  After  the  death  of  his  mother  he  started  to  work  for 
Henry  St.  John,  at  a  saw  mill  on  the  river.  Here  he  remained  six  years 
in  succession.  In  1847  he  came  very  near  losing  his  life:  a  large  tog 
was  being  rolled  into  the  mill;  he  fell  in  front  of  it.  when  the  log  rolled 
onto  him  from  his  feet  to  his  breast  and  back  again.  He  wa|  carried 
out  of  the  mill,  apparently  lifeless,  by  John  Kerr  and  Mr,  McAllisier»J 
who  happened  to  be  near,  Mr,  Kerr  was  a  Thompsonlan  physician  at 
that  titne,  and  applying  his  skill,  restored  his  patient  in  a  short  lime. 
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This  was  on  the  2d  of  January,  and  on  the  6th  of  May  following,  he  was 
found  under  another  log  at  i  o'clock  a.  m.,  which  laid  him  up  for  some 
time,  and  the  effects  of  which  he  feels  to  this  day.  He  quit  the  saw  mill 
and  looked  for  lighter  work,  being  now  disqualified  to  do  hard  work; 
he  assisted  in  the  survey  of  the  railroad  from  Bellefontaine  to  Union 
City  for  nine  months. 

On  September  17,  1850,  he  was  married  to  Elmira  Emily  Noel  (who 
was  born  June  19,  1826,  in  Frederick  county,  Maryland),  and  located  in 
Tiffin,  where  he  bought  a  house  near  the  railroad,  on  Clay  street.  Here 
he  entered  the  store  of  John  G.  Gross  as  clerk,  selling  hardware  and 
studying  the  laws  of  trade  in  that  line  for  six  years.  Then  he  traded 
his  property  in  Tiffin  to  Mr.  Gross  for  a  stock  of  hardware  he  then  had 
in  Rome,  and  moved  there  in  October,  1855.  His  is  now  the  oldest  un- 
changed mercantile  establishment  in  Fostoria. 

Martin  was  born  November  19,  181 7. 

He  is  the  father  of  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  seven 
of  whom  are  living.  Charles  Edwin  is  traveling  for  Messrs.  Mcintosh, . 
Good  &  Co.,  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Francis  Dorwin  is  clerk  in  his  father's 
store.  Some  of  the  daughters  are  keeping  house  for  their  father,  and 
the  younger  children  are  going  to  school.  Mr.  Kingseed  lived  very 
happily  with  his  family  until  on  the  7th  day  of  February,  1877,  when 
Mrs.  Kingseed  died  after  a  short  illness  of  a  few  days.  The  oldest 
daughters  are  young  ladies  now  and  seek  to  make  the  life  of  their  hon- 
ored father  as  happy  as  it  is  in  their  power  to  do,  but  there  is  that 
vacant  chair,  and  the  absence  of  that  Mother's  smile,  which  always 
cheered  the  whole  household. 

During  the  twenty-five  years  that  Mr.  Kingseed  has  prosecuted  his 
business  here,  Fostoria  has  made  a  great  change  and  made  more  rapid 
progress  than  any  other  inland  town  in  Ohio. 

Michael  Noel,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Kingseed,  died  April  11,  1870,  and 
Mrs.  Noel  April  17,  1878. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  add,  that  no  citizen  in  Fostoria  is  more  gen- 
erally esteemed  than  Martin  Kingseed. 

RESIDENT    LAWYERS    IN    FOSTORIA,  BEING    MEMBERS    OF    THE    TIFFIN  BAR. 

JUNIUS    V.    JONES 

Was  born  January  23,  1823,  in  Gallia  county,  Ohio.  His  father  moved 
with  his  family  to  Wood  county,  Ohio,  in  1832,  where  Junius  was  raised 
to  manhood.  In  1846  he  came  to  Fostoria,  where  he  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  fifteen  years.     He  read  law  and  was  admitted  to 
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practice  ia  i8dS  in  Tiffin,  and  opened  an  office  in  Fostoria,     He  was 
also  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  1^78. 

He  was  married  in  1846,  and  had  seven  children,  six  boys  and  one. 
girl;  all  living. 

It  seems  that  sometimes  the  muses  take  possession  ot  the  ihi  > 
the  Squire,  and  in  one  of  these  spells  the  following  poetical 
of  an  Indian  legend  on  the  Maumee  was  produced.     I  give   it  here 

with  friend  Jones'  note: 

•  FoifiTOHiA,  Onio,  March  4»  18S(I. 
Deah  JrooE:    In  rt^ading  ihiK  week's  installment  of  your  History  of 
Seneca  County,  I  found  you  hnx\  got  General  Wayntt  to  Deliance,  wtiere,  in 
faney^  I  suggested  the  theme  for  my  poem,  written  some  years  ago,  eiidtle<l 
THE  INDIAN  MAIDEN. 


A  LEOENH, 

•  By  J^  V.  JoDe«i. 

T. 
In  days  long  ago,  in  the  depths  of  the  wild, 

When  the  woods  rang  with  sbinits  of  the  jivyous  and  free,* 
An  Indiiui  maid,  with  the  voire  of  a  child. 
Fondly  played  on  the  banks  of  the  pleasant  Maumee, 

II. 

*Twas  far  In  the  past,  in  the  long,  long  ago, 

In  the  days  of  her  mirth  initi  youthful  glee. 
This  Indian  niiudeu  was  oft  se^u  to  row. 

On  the  mooDlit  waters  of  the  pleasant  Maumee. 

'  in. 
One  pale,  moi>ulight  ni^ht,  near  the  smooth  llowing  nv*M  , 

She  stole  tn>m  her  wigwam,  with  heart  light  and  free, 
To  meet  her  dark  lover,  with  arrows  and  quiver. 

To  rove  on  the  hanks  of  the  pleasant  Maumee. 

IV. 

Her  hark  moved  in  silence  on  the  dark,  flowing  river, 

In  searcli  of  her  lover  so  anxious  to  see; 
Xo  thought  for  a  niimieut  that  he  would  deceive  lier. 

As  she  st4>le  near  the  hanks  *A  the  pleasant  Maumee. 

V. 

Hut  hark  I  wliat  is  that?  the  pale  face  is  i-oming; 

8he  thought  of  her  lover;  could  she  warn  him  to  fleeV 
But  the  conlhct  was  sharp,  and  tlie  camp-tires  were  bunilng. 

Where  her  lover  was  slain,  near  the  pleasant  Maumee, 


Ea<*h  year,  just  at  autumn,  when  the  green  leaves  are  facUog, 
When  the  soft  winds  are  sighing  o*er  woodland  and  Im^ 

The  pale  iihantom  ghost  of  this  Indian  maiden. 
Is  seen  near  the  hanks  of  the  pletvaant  Maumee. 
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Squire  Jones  (as  he  is  familiarly  called)  once  said  to  the  writer:  "All 
the  schooling  I  ever  had  was  attending^ the  school  taught  by  the  Hon. 
Warren  P.  Noble."  *         ' 

WILLIAM  J.  SCHAUFELBERGER 

Was  born  January  29,  1S53,  at  Fostoria,Ohio;  graduated  from  Heidel- 
berg college  in  the  class  of  1875;  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Seney;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the  spring  of  1877  and  located  here 
in  January,  1878. 

ALEXANDER  BROWN 

(Hrown  &  Guernsey)  was  born  in  Perry  county,  Ohio,  May  27,  1832; 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1864,  located  first  at  Perrysburg,  Wood,  county, 
Ohio,  and  then  inFostoria  in  the  fall  of  1872. 

.WILLIAM    J.  RIGBY 

( Rigby  &  Bever)  was  born  at  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  May  22,  1815; 
was  admitted  lo  the  bar  in  i860;  located  in  Fostoria  in  1867  and  is  at 
present  the  mayor  of  the  city. 

CHARLES  GUERNSEY 

(Krown  &  Guernsey)  was  born  in  Wood  county,  Ohio,  January  31, 
1858;  admitted  to  the  bar  July  11,  1879;  located  at  Fostoria  immedi- 
ately thereafter.  On  the  31st  of  January,  1880,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Mina  G.  Brown,  of  Fostoria. 

J.  M.    BEVER 

(Rigby  &  Bever)  was  born  December  9,  1853,  in  Eden  township,  in 
this  county;  graduated  at  Otterbin  University  of  Westerville,  Ohio;  he 
was  admitted  to  practice  law  April  11,  1878,  and  immediately  located 
in  Fostoria.     He  was  married  July  10,   1878,  to  Miss  S.  J.  Rugg. 

DAVID  H.   EVERITT 

Was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  February  6,  1849;  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  October,  187 1;  located  first  in  Kentou,  Ohio,  then  in  Fos- 
toria in  1874.     He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1878. 

JOHN  B.  BARNES 

Was  born  in  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  June  20,  1846;  admitted  to  the 
l)ar  May  3,  1870;  located  first  at  Letonia,  Columbiana  county,  Ohio, 
I)ecember  i,  1870  and  in  Fostoria  October  18,  1877. 

JOHN  A.  BRADNER 

Was  born  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York,  August  13,  1833.  He  came  to 
Ohio  in  1849,  and  located  in  Fostoria  in  1863.  He  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  1879.  louring  the  past  twelve  years  he  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace. 
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DAVID    HAYS 

Was  born  December  19,1819,  in  Beaver  couety,  Pennsylvania;  admit- 
ted to  the  bar  in  i860  and  located  in'Fostoria  in  1837. 

FOSTORIA  ACADEMY. 

This  institution  is  in  charge  of  the  conference  of  the  United  Breth- 
ren in  Christ,  in  northwestern  Ohio.  At  their  conference,  held  in  187S, 
the  subject  of  locating  an  academy  some>vherc  in  northwestern  Ohio 
was  suggested,  and  the  Rev.  Isaac  Grouse,  a  minister  of  the  order,  re- 
siding in  Fostoria,  urged  the  propriety  of,  and  succeeded  in  having  the 
Academy  located  at  this  place,  on  condition  that  Fostoria  will  sub- 
scribe and  pay  $20,000,  or  furnish  suitable  buildings  and  grounds  for 
such  purposes  to  the  value  of  S 20,000.  The  people  subscribed  the  re- 
quired sum.  Governor  Foster  assuming  one-fifth  of  the  whole  subscrip- 
tion. Thereupon  the  conference  met  and  appointed  the  following 
boards,  viz: 

TRUSTEES. 

President— Rev.  1^.  Moore. 
Vice-President— Rev.  I).  R.  Miller. 
Secretiiry- Rev.  Isaac  Crouse. 

Rev.  A.  Rose,  Rev.  A.  Powell,  Rev.  S.  J.  llarbaugh.  Governor  Foster,  M. 
Salt/man,  J.  M.  Bever,  R.  C.  Bennett,  Jesse  Bower  and  J.  G.  Oberholtzer. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Rev.  A.  Rose,  Captain  F.  R.  Stewart,  M  Saltzman,  J.  M.  Bever  and  Jesse 
Bower. 

m: I LDl  NO  COMM I TTEE 

Rev.  A.  Rose,  Captain  F.  R.  Stewart,  Rev.  R.  French,  X.  Saltzman  and 
J.  M.  Bever. 

The  architectural  design  of  the  academy  is  very  creditable,  in  fact, 
beautiful,  and  a  great  accession  to  Fostoria,  indeed.  The  board  of 
trustees,  at  their  late  meeting,  commended  the  executive  and  building 
committees  for  their  good  management  and  economy. 

The  school  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  1S79,  with  about  sixty  students. 
Pending  the  completion  of  the  ac-aik^my  building,  the  executive  com- 
mittee rented  the  okl  I'nion  school  house,  where  their  school  was  c<»n 
tinned  for  one  year.     The  next  session  will  open  in  the  academy  August 
31,  iSSo,  and  promises  to  be  well   attended. 

FArrLTV. 

I'rjncipal     Ktn-.W. T.Jackson.  Ph.l).— l.aiiguagcan*!  Iligiicr Maliiemaiics. 

Ilislory  anil  Kn;rlish     K.  L.  Shucv,  A.  15. 

SriciHc  an<l  MallMMiiatics     Mrs.  L.  A.  Macklin.  IJ.  S. 

I'rincipal  ('oninnTcial  DcpartuiJ'nt     llcv.  L  Crouse. 

\'(ual  and  Iiislrnmcnlal  Music     .V.  \\ .  Kcllcv.  M.  A. 

IJl»rarian     K.  L.  Siiucv,  .V.  B. 
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THE  UNION  SCHOOL  BUILDING 

\ 

Is  a  beauty  in  its  appearance  outside,  situated  on  most  eligible  and 
delightful  grounds,  and  the  inside  arrangement  is  said  to  be  one  of  the 
best  of  any  school  house  in  northern  Ohio.  The  Union  schools  of 
Fostoria  are  under  the  care  of  an  efficient  board  of  directors  and  the 
superintendent  is  one  of  the  distinguished  educators  of  Ohio. 

Number  of  cliildren  enumeniteil 1,011 

"         enrolled 01)4 

"•        in  average  monthly  attendance i)i<\ 

in       '*        daily  *'  4sw 

.    •'  "        in  the  ('atholic  scrhool 70 

The  school  grounds  embrace  five  acres  on  the  north  side  of  High 
street,  and  were  purchased  at  a  cost  of  i^ 7,500.  The  building  was  put 
up  at  an  expense  of  $22,500.  The  heating  apparatus  and  furniture  cost 
about  55,000 — $35,000  in  all. 

The  following  gentlemen  constitute  the  present  school  board: 

President— R.  C.  Caples. 

Secretary— Simpson  Jones. 

Treasurer— John  E.  Wllkison. 

William  II.  Grapes,  A.  S.  Williams  and  J.  F.  Richart. 

INSTRUCTORS. 

SALARY. 

Superintendent— E.  J.  Hartley i?l,400 

Teacher  in  High  school— C.  T.  Abbott (UK) 

Assistant  teacher  in  High  si'hool— Tina  Thomas 84:J 

Teacher  in  First  Primary  school— James  Hays.  .1 40.3 

Assistimt  teacher  in  First  Primary  school— Emma  L.  May 81.5 

Teacher  in  (Grammar  school— A.  B.  Hays iM) 

SECOND  PRI3IARY. 

SALARY. 

F.  W.  Boley $300 

Kate  Owen ;^)0 

Emma  Shaw .SOO 

Mary  (tohIou .MM) 

Nelly  Ballard m) 

Mary  Clark MH) 

L.  V.  Hendershott 8(H) 

THE  OPERA  HOUSE 

In  Fostoria  adds  very  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  town  and  helps  to 
give  it  the  air  of  a  young,  growing  city.  It  was  put  up  at  a  cost  of  S30,- 
000.  Its  large  hall,  66x100  feet,  is  lit  by  gas.  The  lower  story  is  occu- 
pied by  three  splendid  stores.  The  second  and  third  stories  form  the 
opera  house  proppr. 
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Mr.  John  Andes,  the  owner  and  builder,  is  a  native  of  Seigelbacbt 
near  Kaiserslautern,  in  the  Palatinate  of  Germany,  where  be  was  bom 
August  14,  1835,     He  came  to  Tiffin  in  1852   and  established  himself 
in  the  carriage  business  in  Fosloria,  in  1S60.     In  1862  he  was  marriei 
to  Miss  Philipina  Reis.     He  is  a  fair  specimen  of  a  self-made  man, 

or  1 1 K  K  1 N  D  r  ST  R  LK.S  OF  FtlsTO  R  LA . 

Dry  goods— Foster  &  Snyder.  Weaver  &  Adams,  L.  J.  Uissung.  C.  D.  ScotI 
&  Co.,  B.  F.  Foat> . 
Clothing-  John  Waguer,  J,  F.  Ensiuingen 
llaiiiwiire— M,  Kingseed,  X,  Foils  &  Co. 
Stiives  and  tinware— F.  R.  Stewart,  V,  S.  Boyd  &  Co.,  R.  Akott.Schatzel 
&  Fmdhaher. 

Uroeeries  an<i  provisions— R.  Cmeker,  X,   Bint-<^heri  James  Qiiiiiti, 

Starn  &  8oru  L  N.  Miekev.  J«>hii  Lenhart,  8.  O.  Slosser,  G,  A.  Fall,  IX  M 

8nyder,  (i.  A.  Hhrey.  M.  E.  Morgan,  Wilson  Hrothers.  Wm.  Fisher,  Join 

Godfrey,  Heamiih  ^V  3IfCurthy.  Weishaiigh  tV  (iueriis**y»  J*  G.  Strawfnair. 

Hakeries— G,  A.  Fall,  Jivmes  (iniim,  Wm.  Fisher. 

Drug  stores— Eshelman  &  Harhau^du  Cliarles  Hays  &  Co.,  FHttiher  J 
Shaufelherger,  Mvissetter  &  Wolfe. 

There  are  also  12  saloons,  H  l)illiard  rtKims,  4meatmai*ket8,2llouri]igmiU 
2  saw  mills,  2  pluniug  mills.  1  spoke  factory. 
Ciiiuiin^diam  ^  Co.  enjploy  2r>  men. 
The  Fostoria  Stave  and  Barrel  Co.  employ  ;i5  men. 
Fountlries  and  maehiue  works— Points,  Manecka  &  Co.,  T.  B,  Jacobs^  Dew 
Evenheek  &  Co. 

Wajion  and  earriage  works— B,  M.  Myers,  John  Andes,  Wm.  Merg'ii: 
thaler,  nilly^nl  c^  Hutli.  Ernest  iS:  Dale,  A.  T.  McDonel,  Doke  &  Ersig. 
Fowttiria  Novelty  Works— Tingle  tS:  Bower,  proprietoi-s. 

Cigar  manufacturers— F.  J.  Kinnamau.  Fred  Sehultz.  

liestauniut^— Lon.  (*unningliam.  F.  IT.  Gihbons.  R.  Cooper, 
Denlist.H-  l>t.  C.  E.  Davis,  Howell  A:  OBrien. 
Ba uks- Foster  iV  Co.  (C.  W.  Foster,  i\  Foster,  J.  E,  Wilkinson), 
Elevators— Foster,  Olmsted  %V  Co.,  Brown,  Nichols  H  Co. 
Livery  stables— Daniel  W.  Musser.  T.  C.  Heilman,  S,  J»  Kints. 
Back  lines— R.  E.  Smith,  Doke  tV  Ersig. 

Antles  Opera  Uouse— F.  D,  Kingseinl  &  Co.,  leasees;  750  seats;  foUli 
opera  rhaiis;  si/e  of  st<ige,  mxm  feet, 
Liberty  Hall— Seats  mi 

Stone  fpuirries— Bradner  «&  Williams,  D.  P.  Lloyd. 
Fire  Department— C.  E.  Davis,  ehirf  i*ngineer. 
Fostoria  Tile  Works- Overholt  iV  (\).,  proprietors. 
Jewelry  .slorejv-Suath  &  Sehaufellierger.  E,  Fisher,  M.  Miirlltfrt  Sanv 
Ewing. 

Boots  and  shoes— Vunt  k  Nonis,  L.  J,  llissung, Foster  &  Snyder,  Wr» 
kSc  Aflama.  J.  O.  All»ert,  T.  C.  Slmmorts. 

There  are  n\m  s  nnlUnery  shops,  7  Insnmnee  ageneies, »»  biihiring  ijhi 
linhment.'*,  1  marble  works,  I  brass  band.  1  company  Light  (iimnhsA, 
Dildine,  cnptahi. 
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LODGES. 

Masonic,  Odd  Fellows,  Kiiiglits  of  Pythias,  Knights  of  Honor,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic. 

IIOTKLS. 

Hays  House— W.  H.  Grapes,  proprietor. 
Fostoria  House— Jacob  Hick,  i)rpprietor. 
Ontral  Hotel— Monroe  Isenhart,  proprietor. 
American  House— Pet^jr  Simon  is,  proprietor. 
Hale  House— Randall  Hale,  proprietor" 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Fostoria  Review,  Republican— ().  J.  &  J.  P.  DeWolf,  proprietors. 
Fostoria  Democrat,  Democratic— Frank  Hays,  proprietor. 

CHrKCHES. 

M.  E.  Church— Rev.  S.  L.  Heiler,  pastor. 
First  Presbyterian— Rev.  Joseph  A.  Hughes,  pastor. 
St.  Wendlinus,  Catholic— Rev.  M.  Arnoldi,  pastor. 
United  Brethren— Rev.  E.  A.  Starkey,  pastor. 
English  Reformed— Rev.  L.  Casselman,  pastor. 
German  Lutheran— Rev.  C.  A.  J.  C^ramer,  pastor. 
Protestant  Methodist— Rev.  E.  H.  Scott,  pastor. 

FOSTORIA    LODGE    NUMBER    288,    FREE    AND    ACCEI>TED    MASONS. 

First  communication  July  30th,   1856.     Charter  members    working 
under  dispensation: 

C.  R.  Stiiley,  Andrew  Wiseman,  Nathaniel  Tavlor, 

R.  C.  Caples,  C.  R.  Ferris,  J.  W.  Griffith', 

Jas.  Lewis,  A.  M.  Blackman,  J.  S.  Walding, 

O.  Welsh,  James  L.  Mickey,  Wesley  Bradford. 

Regularly  organized  under  charter  No.  288,  dated  October  23d,  1856, 
with  the  following  officers: 

W.  M.— R.  C.  Caples. 
S.  W.— Jas.  Lewis. 
J.  w\— O.  W^elsh. 
Treasurer— J.  L.  Mickey. 
Secretary— B.  L.  Caples. 
S.  D.— A.  M.  Blackman. 
J.  D.— P.  D.  Caples. 
Tyler— Samuel  Dale. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  past  masters,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living,  excepting  A.  M.  Blackman: 

R.  C.  Caples,  J.  W.  Bricker,  George  L.  Hoege, 

R.  W.  Hale,  C.  E.  Davis,  W.  D.  Robbins, 

A.  M.  Blackman. 
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The  lodge  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  with  a  present  membership  of 
ninety-eight. 

The  following  is  the  calendar  and  list  of  present  officers  of  the  lodge: 

CALENDAR. 

Stated  communications  in  Masonic  Hall  on  the  first  and  third  Mondays  in 
each  month,  as  follows : 

Januar>' 5-19    May 3-17    Septemljer 6-20 

February 2-16    June 7-21    October 4-18 

March 1-15    July 5-19    November 1-15 

April 5-19    August 2-16    December 6-20 

Installation,  1880,  January  5.    Election,  November  1.    Installation,  1881, 
January  3. 

Officers: 

W.  M.— F.  J.  Schaufelberger. 

S.  W.— J.  W.  Schaufelberger. 

J.  \\,—C,  W.  Thomas. 

Treasurer— S.  (t.  Malony. 

Secretary— A.  M.  Dildiue. 

S.  1).— O.  V.  Wood. 

J.  I).-Samuel  Dale. 

Chaplain— C.  E.  Davis. 

Marslial— J.  J.  Worman. 

SteA\ards-  S.  E.  Xewcomb,  S.  E.  Hale. 

Tyler— J.  C.  Springer. 

Finani(?  Commitlt'e  — \V.  1).  Hobbins,  J.  J\  DeWolfe.  E.  .J.  ('iinnin^luiiii. 

(irii'vance  Coniinittee    J.  A.  Bradncr,  (i.  J^.  Iloi-gc.  F.  11.  St«"\vart. 

I'OSTDRIA    LODCJE    NL'MHER    86,    KNKJFilS    OK    rVTHIAS. 

Instituted  June  2 2d,  1875.     Twenty-eight  charter  members. 
First  oftuers: 

V.  i\  and  I).  1).  (i.  (\— John  J.  Worman. 

<:.  (\-l)avia  Olcutt. 

V.  r.—r.  V.  Young. 

P.— .James  M.  Chauiberlin. 

K.  (►!■  K.  and  S.-  X.  F.  Uobbins. 

M.  of  E.    \Vm.  Logan. 

M.  of  F.  -Simeon  Yunt. 

M.  at  A.-  (ieorge  Enos. 

I.  (;.  -S.  F.  Kiser. 

().  (;.  -LVt4M'  I'rchel. 

Present  nmnber  of  members,  forty. 
Present  officers: 

D.  1).  if.  C.-J.  -\.  Xohh\ 
P.  r.—L.  I).  MiissKter. 
<\  ('.   -Moses  Smith. 
V.  C'.-S.  F.  Kiser. 
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P.-William  II.  H.  Williams. 
K.  of  R.  and  S.— Charles  E.  Ruben. 
M.  of  E.— William  D.  Robbins. 
M.  of  F.— N.  P.  Robbins. 
M.  at  A.— Peter  Dennis. 

I.  G.— John  True. 
O.  G.— T.  L.  Brown. 

Trustees— John  J.  Worman,  Alonzo  Emerine,  Frank  Caples. 

Meeting  nights  Tuesday  of  each  week. 

FOSTORIA    LODGE    NUMBER   305,    L    O.    O.    F. 

Instituted  June  6th,  1856.     Number  of  charter  members,  five. 
Names  of  officers  when  instituted: 

P.  G.— Samuel  Gee. 
N.  G.— D.  S.  Luce. 
V.  G.— Simon  Bricker. 
Recording  Secretary— O.  Welsh. 
Treasurer— Joseph  Haines. 

Present  number  of  members  (July  ist,  1880),  100. 
Names  of  present  officers: 

P.  G.-Jno.  Y.  Oalahan. 

X.  G.— L.  J.  Eshelman. 

V.  G.— I).  Gelmore. 

Recording  Secretary— Daniel  Ilunsecker. 

Per.  Secretary— Martin  Adams. 

Treasurer— John  Wagner. 

LOUDON    ENCAMPMENT   NUMBER    167. 

Instituted  June  i6th,  1873.     Charter  members: 

Jacob  Newhouse,  A.  Georgia,  G.  A.  Knight, 

J.  Wiseman,  Samuel  Ewing,  R.  Adams, 

S.  (i.  Malony,  J.  C.  Springer,  G.  IL  Reece, 

S.  E.  Hale,       *  W.  J.  Seiple. 

The  following  officers  were  then  installed: 

C,  P.-S.  E.  Hale. 
8.  AV.— S.  G.  Malony. 

II.  P.— Samuel  Ewing. 
J.  W.— Robert  Adams. 
Scribe— J.  Newhouse. 
Treasiu-er— J.  Wiseman. 

Present  officers: 

C.  P.-I).  W.  Snyder. 
S.  W.— L.  J.  Eshelman. 
II.  P.— Mfirtin  Adams. 
J.  W. . 
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Scribe— G.  A.  Knight. 
Treasurer— John  Wagner. 

FOSTORIA    COUNCIL   NUMHER    68,    ROYAL   ARCANUM. 

Instituted  March  29th,  1878.     Twenty-four  charter  members. 
First  officers: 

Regent— (leorge  L.  Iloege. 

Vice  Uegent— L.  I).  Mussetter. 

Past  Regent-C.  E.  Davis. 

Orator— J.  W.  Sehaufelberger. 

Collector— T.  M.  Garrison. 

Secretary— D.  R.  Stiner., 

Chaplain— A.  T.  McDonel. 

Guide— L.  G.  Williams. 

Warden— I).  A  sire. 

Sentry— M.  Sniitli. 

Trustees— J.  A.  Woolf,  P.  T.  Norris,  W.  H.  Bannister. 

Present  membership,  twenty-eight. 

Meets  the  first  and  third  Wednesday  evening  of  each  month. 

SENECA    COUNCIL    NUMBER    T72,    AMERICAN    LEGION    OF    HONOR. 

Instituted  April  27th,  1880,  with  twenty-two  charter  members. 
Following  is  a  list  of  officers  for  present  year: 

( 'omniander — A .  Weaver. 

Vice  C(Mnman(ler— W.  I).  Robbins. 

Secretary— J.  T.  Yunt. 

Past  Commander— R.  Alcott. 

( -ollectur— T.  M.  (iarrison. 

Orator— (J.  L.  Iloege. 

Chaplain-  S.  L.  \MWr. 

Treasurer— T.  S.  (ireen. 

(iuide— J.  J.  Breining. 

Warden— Daniel  ilunsecker. 

Sentry  -Randall  Hale. 

Trustees— J.  V.  Richart,  John  Noble,  John  F.  Ileilman. 

Present  membership,  twenty- three. 

Among  the  German  pioneers  of  Loudon  were  also 

JACOH    FRUTH. 

He  was  from  Beindersheim,  in  the  Palatinate,  and  settled  here  in 
1833.  He  died  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years.  He  was  a  man 
highly  esteemed  for  his  good  sense  and  good  morals. 

CHRISTIAN    SCHLEMMER 

Was  in  the  army  of  the  great  Napoleon.     He  came  to  Ohio  in   1832, 
and  died  here  in  1874,  at  the  ago  of  eighty-four  years. 
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ABRAHAM    PETER 

Was  born  in  1786;  located  in  Loudon  in  1840,  and  died  here  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years. 

JACOB    PE'lf:R 

Was  also  over  eighty  years  of  age  when  he  died. 

JOHN    GEORGE    FRUTH 

Was  also  one  of  the  principal  German  settler,  and  sixty-eight  years  old 
when  he  died. 

JACOB    MERGENTHALER 

Came  here  from  Wurtenberg  in  1833,  and  was  high  in  the  seventies 
when  he  died. 

MELCHIOR   HEISSERMAN 

Also  came  in  1833  and  lived  to  be  seventy-eight  years  of  age. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

PLEASANT  TOWNSHIP. 


T.  3,  N.  R.    15    E. 

SO  much  has  already  been  said  of  the  scenes  and  incidents  that 
cUistered  around  Fori  Seneca  in  the  beginning  of  this  book,  and 
many  of  the  men  and  women  who  then  attracted  our  attention  there, 
that  now,  when  I  am  about  to  close  and  leave  the  kind  reader  to  his 
own  meditations,  there  is  notliing  further  to  say  about  this  grand  old 
township,  than  to  describe  some  more  of  the  men  who  helped  to  make 
it  what  it  now  is.  And  there  is  history  in  their  lives  also  that  is  well 
enough  to  preserve. 

TRIAH    K(;i{KRT. 

The  Reverend  and  Venerable  Father  Thomas  Thom])S()n,  who  more 
than  fifty  years  ago  [)rea(:hed  to  the  people  scattered  through  the>c 
wilds,  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  wh<)  is  still  living  athisold  home- 
stead on  the  South  dreenfield  road,  sent  to  the  Tiffin  Trihufic  the  I'ol- 
lowing  eomnninication,  \vhi«h  was  published  on  the  second  k\\x\  of 
November,    iSyri.     It  gives  a   short  sketch  of  Mr.    L"riah   ICgbert.      It 

reads: 

A  IMOXKFR  (;()NK. 

rriali  Iv^h»Mt  was  bnru  Aui^ust  s.  17'.H,  in  Iluudcrton  county. New  J«'rsev. 
His  part'Mts  ninv»Ml  to  l*ennsyl\auia  when  tlu-ir  hoy  was  but  thrrr  yt'ar.s  old. 
and  suhs<*ipn'ntl> .  iu  I^U.  moved  t(»  Fairfield  ciMnitx .  Ohio.  Here  \\k*  wa^ 
nla^ri^Ml  to  Susauuah  Williams  .Jnl>  (5.  1^1").  and  united  with  the  M.  K. 
cliureli  undiT  tin- ministry  of  the  Kev.  Miihael  l^Uis.  in  Isp;.  andof  whieh 
rliunli  lie  was  an  active  mrmlMT  and  oHlrcr  for  wxkwv  than  titty  years.  In 
lsi!:»  he  found eil  a  lioini'  in  the  wotxls  of  Seneca  count> .  and  his  home  was 
tin*  i»reaclicrs'  honn'  and  a  sanrinary  for  tin*  LonTs  people.  He  was  devout 
in  wni'^hip.  old  selionl  in  his  \  iews  jnid  Iwld  his  \  iews  with  tenacity.  To  us 
he  was  aluays  kind,  and  snnie  of  unr  happiest  moments  were  spent  in  ei>Mi- 
mnnicatinii  with  him  and  his  faniilv.  He  wms  a  liberal  supporter  id'  ilir 
causeof(iod.  Onr  last  intercourse  with  Inm  \>as  to  receive  >l(KM'or  iht* 
American  Fdble  Snriety  and  s|(mi  fnr  the  Missionary  Sot-iety  of  the  M.  K. 
<'hurch  as  the  becjuesl  of  his  late  e(unpaniou. 
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He  departed  this  life  Octo*)er  1,  IK76,  agfKl  eighty-five  yeiira,  two  mouths 
and  thret^  days. 

His  futieral  whs  attended  by  a  large  concouiBe  of  neightwrs  aiul  frloodii 
on  the  following;  Saildrnth.  1\  TllUMPSON . 

(The  name  of  the  county  I  have  changed  to  the  proper  one.  There 
is  no  Huntington  county  in  New  Jersey), 

Mr.  Egbert's  first  setUeraent  in  this  county  was  on  the  North  Green- 
field roaci,  where  Samuel  Rickenbaugh  now  live*.  He  sold  to  Mr. 
David  Rickenbaugh  and  moved  to  the  ridge  In  this  township,  where  he 
and  his  wife  spent  the  rest  of  their  days.  The  most  beautiful  feature  in 
the  life  of  father  Egbert  was  his  ijuict,  pious,  peaceful  disposition.  He 
was,  indeed,  highly  esteemed  by  everybody  that  knew  him  He  was  a 
good  manager,  and  with  all  his  liberality,  he  accumulated  property. 
Egbert's  was  one  of  the  best  conditioned  homes  on  the  road  between 
Tiffin  and  Sandusky.  He  donated  the  land  where  the  Ridge  Road 
cemetery  now  is,  and  where  he  and  his  wife  lie  buried 

Mrs.  Carl,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  Egbert,  says  that  one  revo- 
lutionary soldier,  ten  soldiers  of  the  wm  of  1S12  and  fourteen  soldiers 
of  the  war  of  the  rebellion  are  buried  there.  Col.  Williams  was  a 
brother-in-law  of  Mr.  Egbert — his  wife*s  brother.  He  served  in  the 
war  of  the  revolution  five  years  and  lies  buried  in  Adams  township 
where  he  died  in  1841. 

Mrs.  Egbert  died  May  15,  1875. 

PHILIP  STALTH 

Was  born  in  Adams  county.  Pennsylvania,  July  15,  i-^M.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Mart^aret  Kuhn  on  the  2d  day  of  February,  1817.  He  moved 
to  Seneca  county  and  settled  in  Pleasant  township  in  1834.  He  died 
January  14,  1876.  His  wife  died  January  24,  1874  Both  lie  buried 
in  St.  Joseph  cemetery  in  Tiffin.  Mrs.  Staub  was  born  March  6,  1794. 
Mr.  Staub  was  a  volunteer  in  the  Hanover  company  and  stationed 
at  North  Points  in  Baltimore,  under  Colonel  Miller,  He  was  eighty 
nine  years  and  six  months  old  when  he  died,  and  Mrs  Staub  was 
seventy-nine  years,  ten  months  and  eighteen  days  old  when  she  died. 
Both  lived  to  a  fine  old  age  and  were  very  excellent  people  and  good 
neighbors. 

AIRS.  CALEB  RfCE. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  still  living  near  Castatia,  in  San- 
dusky county,  with  her  son,  M.  B.  Rice,  Esq,,  was  so  kind  as  to  send 
me,  by  her  son,  an  interesting  statement  of  early  characters  she  knew 
in  this  township,  and  I  copy  without  comment: 


A 


5/2 


HISTORY    Of    SENECA   COtTNTV. 


t'aleb  Rice  and  Daniel  Rice  were  bom  respectively  in  1788  and  1T91  in 
town  or  riafendoiK  ViMmorit. 

llerijamiu  IJuniey  mu!  West  Biimey  were  natives  of  Savoy,  Berkshi: 
coimty,  MussjM'huseUs.  VYe»l  w/us  boru  in  Htd  and  Benjauiin  in  17i»5.  Th 
were  all  living  annie  five  miles  below  Fort  BtiU  when  I  i  Annar  Bartie 
c*une  here  in  JsiiK  We  enine  here  frcjni  vSaniU»ga,  N,  Y.  When  we  arrive 
at  Lower  Handusky  my  brothers.  West  and  Benjamin,  were  in  alteudum 
at  a  trial  of  some  parties  for  robbing  old  man  Spieer»  Some  fonr  persoi 
ha<l  been  arrented  l»nt  only  one  was  con>icted.  Spieer  wan  a  wliite  muu  bi 
was  raised  an  Indian.    Tlie  people  likecl  Idm  miich. 

The  CJiapmans.  Shippvi^,  Sprugties.  Cheneys,  Harris's,  Dnitionds,  Culv* 
An8<»n  Gray  ami  John  Eaton  were  here. 

W>  were  six  weekjs  on  the  way  from  Saratfiga  here*    I  came  with 
fatlier,  Benjamin,  Barney  woid  brother-in-kw  Friend  Orr  and  Sedate  V;\ 
die  ford. 

My  father  retMrned  east  with  the  intention  of  moving  hi^  family  ont  he 
but  be  died  before  he  re^iched  his  home.    I'iwldleford  also  went  back 
never  returned* 

On  the  24th  of  (X^tober,  1820,  Wast  Baniey  and  Sopbn>niA  Wilson  w 
married  by  Daniel  Rice,  who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace.  This*  is  the  Q 
reconled  marrbige  in  Sandusky  county. 

Daniel  Rice  and  I  were  married  December  U,  iHUt),  at  Harrington's  tttv< 
in  Lower  Sandusky.    We  bad  seven  children.    Tlie  two  oldest  were  bom  ; 
Seneca  county:  Susannah  in  1b:il  and  Deborah  iti  iNiia* 

In  l82->  we  moved  to  Town^end  township,  in  Sandusky  county,  when' 
still  reside*  at  Uie  aj?e  of  8ts  years.    My  husband  died  In  1872,  ajjed  81  y^ai 

(*aleb  went  <*»  Illinois  in  1840,  where  he  died  in  1840.  Burney  West  di< 
a  few  years  ago  in  Missouri,  I  think.  Benjamin  Barney  resides  in  PiJ 
county,  Illinois,  with  bis  grand  children.  His  own  childn?n  are  all  de 
He  is  a  great  talker  and  very  mucli  respected.  He  telU  very  many  laugl 
able  old  st^^nes  and  incidents  of  olden  times.  He  was  a  captnin  in  the  Blai 
Hawk  war  and  was  with  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  service. 

My  husband  cleai'ed  land  where  Columbus  now  stands  before  he  came 
Seneca  about  the  time  the  war  closed.    He  was  in  a  New  Jersey  n^gimei 
in  the  war  of  1812, 

CORNELIUS    FLUMMERFELT 

Was  bom  in  New  Jersey  July  lo,  1774,  in  Sussex  <^ounty  and  was  rajs< 
on  a  farm.     In  1804  he  was  married  to  Catbarine  Christman*     On 
the  2d  of  May,  1S26,  they  started  for  Ohio.     It  look  them  four  wee 
to  reach  Seneca  county. 

He  bought  the  west  half  of  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  itixte 
Daniel  Rice  had  a  lease  on  this  land  from  the  commissioners  of  Sai 
dusky  county,  which  he  also  bought.     Rice  had  built  a  cabin  and  M 
Flummerfelt  moved  into  that. 

Of  the  first  wedlock  there  is  but  one  child  living.  There  were  jij 
children  of  the  second  marriage  and  of  whom  Mr.  D  V.  Flumtnerfc 
of  Pleasant  township  is  one. 
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Mrs.  Flummerfelt  died  in  1847. 

Caleb  Rice  was  a  neighbor  of  Mr.  Flummerfelt  and  was  the  first 
white  settler  in  the  township.  He  lived  on  the  school  section  also. 
His  daughter,  Uretta  Rice,  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  the  county. 
Mr.  Rice  was  a  very  d  ecided  Universalist. 

Mr.  Cornelius  Flummerfelt  was  six  feet  high,  of  fair  complexion;  had 
blue  eyes  and  was  very  straight  and  well  proportioned.  He  was  of 
purely  German  type,  very  firm  in  his  convictions,  slow  of  speech  and 
fixed  in  his  habits.  He  stuck  to  his  old  clothes  with  great  tenacity  and 
refused  to  put  on  new  ones  until  he  was  compelled  to.  He  voted  for 
every  Democratic  candidate  for  president  since  Washington,  always 
taking  a  very  active  part  in  politics.  He  died  on  the  20th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1871,  at  the  high  age  of  97  years,  i  month  and  10  days.  He  was 
one  of  the  positive  men  of  the  country.  His  word  was  his  bond  and 
to  be  relied  upon.  He  wjls  highly  respected  and  esteemed  wherever  he 
had  become  known. 

liRIDGES    IN    PLEASANT   TOWNSHIP — DEATH  OF  STACKHOUSE  AND  FIGGINS. 

To  give  a  full  history  of  the  bridges  in  this  township  would  make  a 
little  chapter  by  itself.  A  few  facts  connected  with  the  subject  can 
only  be  attempted  here. 

In  the  building  of  each  bridge  much  feeling  among  people  on  both 
sides  of  the  river  was  enlisted,  and  each  time  more  as  to  the  locality 
than  the  propriety. 

The  first  bridge  built  in  the  township  was  called  the  "  Clark  bridge," 
because  Calvin  Clark  was  one  of  the  county  commissioners  at  that  time, 
and  instrumental  in  the  project,  living  here  at  that  time.  The  bridge 
was  located  at  the  "  Ludwig  Ford  "  (so  called).  Mr.  Ludwig  owned 
the  adjoining  land,  in  section  nine.  The  location  of  the  bridge  created 
such  opposition  dPgainst  Mr.  Clark  that  he  was  defeated  in  the  conven- 
tion following,  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  re-nomination.  The  peo- 
ple south  of  the  location  of  the  bridge,  where  the  travel  was  much 
greater,  felt  wronged  by  it.  The  bridge  is  still  there,  and  of  general 
use.      It  was  built  in  itS54,  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand  dollars. 

The  oj)position  to  this  bridge  wanted  it  located  at  Pool's  mill. 

In  1870,  while  Mr.  Thomas  W.  Watson  was  county  commissioner, 
another  bridge  was  built  across  the  river,  called  the  "  Watson  bridge." 
This  bridge  was  located  in  section  twenty-one.  The  j)eo[)le  living  near 
I'^jrt  Seneca  and  Pool's  mill  wanted  the  bridge  near  the  mill,  and  the 
same  old  fight  was  renewed.  Pool's  mill  is  in  section  twenty.  A  vigor- 
ous attack  was  made  upon  the  commissioners  to  change  the  location, 


574  HISTORY   OF    SENECA   COUNTY. 

but  Mr.  Watson  held  the  fort.  The  result  was  that  Mr.  Watson  was 
blamed  very  severely  by  those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  bridge  at  Pool's 
mill.  Much  bad  blood  was  stirred  up  at  these  bridge  fights  in  Pleasant, 
and  there  was  scarcely  a  citizen  in  the  township  that  took  no  part  in 
the  fight. 

Mr.  Watson's  bridge  was  more  of  an  experiment  than  a  good  job. 
The  limbers  were  left  exposed,  and  the  bridge  was  not  anchored  well. 
When  the  great  hurricane  svvei)t  over  the  northern  part  of  Seneca  coun- 
ty in  June,  1875,  unroofed  some  of  the  houses  and  other  buildings  in  its 
track,  blew  down  the  M.  E.  church  of  Fort  Seneca,  throwing  it  llat  on 
the  ground,  it  also  blew  the  Watson  bridge  into  the  river  in  a  body, 
leaving  the  abutments  only. 

The   people  living  near  Fort  Seneca  (town),  on   both  sides  of  the 
river,  now  began  a  fresh  agitation  for  a  bridge.     (^The  reader  who    is   a 
stranger  in  Seneca  county,  must  distinguish  between  this  town  of  Fort 
Seneca  and  the  old  fort;  they  are  of  the  same  name,  but  distinct  places, 
more  than  two  miles  apart.     There  is  no  town  at  the  old  fort  at  all.) 
The  first  petitioners  wanted  a  bridge  at  the  Pool  mill — often  called  Fort 
Seneca  mill.     Now  new  efforts  were  made  to  have  a  superstructure  put 
upon  the  abutments  of  the  Watson  bridge,  and  the  conflict  grew  warm 
again.     Both  parties  urged  as  a  strong  reason  for  a  bridge  the  great 
public  demand,  and  cited  a  very  sad  occurrence  that  took  place  on  the 
3d  day  of  April,  1848,  when  two  citizens  lost  their  lives  in  the  river  for 
want  of  a  bridge.     On  that  day  James  M.  Figgins,   Joshua  Stackhouse, 
George  Shannon  and  John  Watson,  who  lived  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  were  in  a  "  dug-out '*    canoe,   endeavoring  to   cross  the  river  to 
attend  the  election  that  came  off  on  that  day  at  the  township  house,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river.     The  place  was  near  the  j)resent  '*  Fhunmerfclt 
bridge,"  now  so  called.     When  they  were  about  the  middle  of  the  river, 
the  hat  of  one  of  the  men  blew  off,  and  in  the  etTort  toicatch  it  the  boat 
up>ot,  and  all  the  men  fell  into  the  river.     Shannon  and  Watson  reached 
the  shore  in  safety,  but  I'iggins  and  Stackhousc  wer«.*  drowned. 

'I'hi>>  circumstanre,  with  many  other  reasons,  were  urged  upon  the 
attention  of  the  t'onirnissioners  for  anew  bridge  by  both  parties,  and 
especially  by  those  who  wanted  a  bridge  built  uj)on  the  old  abutments. 
In  the  height  of  excitement  the  commissioners  determined  to  build  a 
new  bridge  near  the  Pool  mill. 

The  work  is  done,  and  ihe  bridge  is  an  honor  to  the  county  comniis- 
sioner-^  and  a  creilit  to  the  <  oiinly.  The  friends  of  the  lower  bridge 
were  dix oiiraged.  an<l  abandoned  all  h<;nes  of  having  the  ol<l  Watson 
brid«:e  re-built. 
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Those  that  know  Mr.  D.  V.  Flummerfelt  well  and  intimately  need  no 
explanation  about  him.  To  strangers,  however," it  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  he  has  inherited  from  his  father  a  great  deal  of  his  looks  and  per- 
sonal appearance,  but  more  so  his  German  tenacity  and  perseverance. 
While  others  fell  back  in  despair,  Mr.  Flummerfelt,  in  his  own  familiar, 
friendly  way,  attended  the  sessions  of  the  county  commissioners  occa- 
sionally, and  once  in  a  while  expressed  his  regret  at  the  failure  of  the 
project  in  re-building  the  Watson  bridge?  and  while  it  seemed  to  have 
been  given  up  as  a  lost  cause,  Mr.  Flummerfelt,  in  his  own  quiet  wuy, 
made  incjuiry  amongst  the  contractors  and  ascertained  the  amount  for 
which  a  bridge  could  be  built  below,  and  .then  visited  the  commissioners, 
who  finally  offered  to  pay  Mr  Flummerfelt  ^2,500,  if  he  would  put  a  good 
superstructure  upon  the  old  abutments. 

This  offer  was  so  low  that  the  commissioners  themselves  had  no  idea 
at  first  that  it  would  be  accepted.  Lumber,  labor  and  iron  were  low  in 
price  at  that  time.  Mr.  Flummerfelt  had  made  his  figures;  he  accepted 
the  proposition,  and  the  present  beautiful  Howe-truss,  on  the  old  abut- 
ments of  the  Watson  bridge,  is  ample  proof  of  the  sagacity  and  perse- 
verance of  Mr.  Flummerfelt.  *  He  pledged  his  own  responsibility  for  the 
payment,  furnished  some  14,000  feet  of  oak  lumber,  iron  and  paint, 
that  cost  him  some  J500  over  and  above  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  Flummerfelt  is  that  much  out  of  pocket,  but  Pleasant  township  is 
the  best  bridged  township  in  this  county. 

The  bridge  is  now  called  the  "  Flummerfelt  bridge,"  and  very  appro- 
priately so.     It  is  a  fair  monument  of  perseverance  and  sagacity. 

Mr.  D  V.  Flummerfelt  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  here  now.  He  was 
born  in  Sussex  (now  Warren")  county.  New  Jersey,  October  13th,  1807. 
He  came  to  Seneca  with  his  father's  family.  He  married  Melinda 
Littler,  of  Hardy  county,  Virginia,  on  the  12th  of  October,  1837.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  five  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  living  but  one, 
who  died  in  infancy.  George  is  married,  and  lives  in  Sandusky  county, 
Ohio;  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  M.  T.  Lutz,  and  resides  in  Kansas;  Ann 
M.  is  the  wife  of  Dennis  Deran,  and  lives  in  Pleasant.  The  balance  are 
at  home  with  their  parents.  It  takes  both  brain  *ind  muscle  to  manage 
nearly  a  thousand  acres  of  land  successfully. 

RASSELAS    R.    TITUS 

Was  born  in  \o\v  Milford  county,  Connecticut,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1819. 
His  father's  family  had  previously  resided  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and 
removed  to  Ohio  in  1833,  when  they  settled  in  this  township,  and  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  lived  ever  since. 
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On  the  2ist  of  April,  1844,  he  married  Miss  Elvira  S.  Clark,  L, 
Abbott,  Esq.,  solemnizing  the  marriage.  Their  children  are  faur  living 
daughters:  Augusta  P.  is  the  wife  of  Francis  J.  Fry;  Colena  M.  married 
Lorenzo  A.  Abbott;  Flora  married  Oliver  S,  Watson,  and  Littie married 
Robert  Watson* 

Mr.  Titus'  father  died  in  1B35;  his  mother  lived  to  a  fine  old  age.  and 
died  in  1872.  when  ^he  was  eighty*  three  years  old,  R.  R  Til  us  st^trted 
the  world  on  his  own  hook,  when  about  twenty  years  of  age^  by  worfc-j 
ing  among  the  farmers  of  Pleasant  township,  at  $n  per  month  at  first 
next  year  he  got  hti,  and  the  next  year  5r4  per  month. 

In  1859  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  state  board  of  eqnalizatio 
In  1S61  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  th< 
general  assembly  of  Ohio,  and  re  elected  in  1863,  serving  during  tin 
whole  war.  He  counts  his  wealth  by  the  thousands,  and  his  drafts  ar< 
honored  in  all  the  banks  in  the  country.  He  is  in  California  on  ^  '  '-^ 
at  this  writing. 

Vincent  Bell,  Benjamin  Seckman,  John  Brush,  Nathan  Littler,  John 
Siberal,  John  Houseman,  the  Watsrins  and  others  came  intn  Plcasan 
later. 

The  Sanchisky  river  courses  through  the  western  part  ol  the  townsht|; 
in  great  mearrderings  of  nearly  twelve  miles  along  its  shores.      East  o 
Fort  Seneca  it  takes  a  due  east  course  more  than  one  mile;  then  Lakin 
ahorse  shoe  bend  to  the  southeast,  turns  north,  running  more  than  on 
mile  along  the  section   line  between  sections  fifteen  and  sixteen.      I; 
section  nine  It  turns  due  west  t^^ree-quarters  of  a  mile,  and  northwest^ 
leaving  the  large,  rich  bottom  lands  of  Samuel  Ludwig  on  the  right  bank 
These  bottom  lands  in  Pleasant  have  made,  arid  forever  will  make   tbi 
township  justly  celebrated,     The  uplands  are  rich  in  soil,  but  the  boitonu 
are  inexhaustible  in  fertility.     Mr,  G,  W,  Lutz  was  among  the  mos 
successful  farmers  in  this  township  for  some  time,  and  until  within   t\u 
last  few  years.     In  1859  he  raised  from  126  acres  of  land,  8,655  bushcli 
of  cum  and  1.645  bushels  of  wheat.     Estimating  the  corn  at  thirty  cen 
and  the  wheat  at  one  dollar  per  busnel,  makes  $4,241.50  on  these   twi 
articles  alone  for  the  year,  and  averaging  over  eighty  bushels  to  th 
acre. 

Other  farmers  have  done  as  well,  no  doubt,  and  a  trip  through  th 
township  wdl  convince  any  one  of  the  wealth  and  beauty  of  the  San^ 
dusky  bottoms  in  summer  thne  as  lovely  as  *'  when  Hrst  th,*  r>:iv  t:.»l 
looked  upon  a  field  of  waving  corn.'* 

It  is  said  that  James  Gordon,  one  of  the  pioneer  cominibSiuut^f^, 
suggested  the  name  of  Pleasant  for  this  township.     He  could  not  vcrv 
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well  have  called  it  Richland  township,  for  that  would  have  meant  them 
all.  If  the  county  had  been  called  Egypt,  it  would  have  been  very 
appropriate,  but  such  names  as  "  Pleasant,"  "  Eden  "  and  "  Bloom," 
are  very  suggestive  and  do  very  well. 

On  the  14th  of  January,  1836,  Erastus  Bowe  and  Vincent  Bell  caused 
to  be  surved  on  the  corners  of  sections  nineteen  and  twenty,  in  this 
township,  a  town  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Fort  Seneca.  Any 
other  name  would  have  been  more  appropriate.  It  is  calculated  to 
mislead  the  general  inquirer  and  lead  him  to  suppose  that  the  fort  had  been 
at  or  near  this  place;  when,  in  fact,  it  was  nearly  three  miles  away. 
McNutt's  01  Swope's  Corners,  either  of  these  designated  the  same 
town. 

Fort  Seneca  is  situate  six  and  a-half  miles  north  of  Tiffin  and  eleven 
miles  south  of  Fremont  on  the  Columbus  state  road,  and  numbers  about 
200  inhabitants.  A  pike  running  from  Tiffin  to  Fremont  through  Fort 
Seneca  would  afford  one  of  the  most  beautiful  drives  in  northern  Ohio. 
Why  not  have  one? 

Pleasant  township  was  organized  on  the  6th  day  of  June,  1 831,  and 

while  the  Senecas  were  still  roaming  over  it.     The  early  settlers  have 

already  been  named  and  described.     The  population  of  the  township 

in  1870  was,  1,352,  which  increased  only  65  in  the  ten  years  following, 

making  it  1,417  in  1880. 
37 
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T.    2,    N.    R.    17    E. 

iT  was  very  wrong  that  the  county  officers  of  Seneca  county  ever 
consented  to  have  the  proper  name  of  this  township  mis-spelled  into 
Reed,  and  be  themselves  guilty.  The  Read  family,  after  whom  the 
township  was  named,  were  ot  Scotch  descent,  and  invariably  wrote  their 
name  with  an  -'  a,"  and  so  it  ought  to  have  been  preserved. 

Seth  Read  and  George  Raymond  came  from  Steuben  county,  New 
York,  and  settled  upon  section  twenty-four,  in  what  now  constitutes 
this  township,  on  the  i8th  day  of  January,  1825,  and  were  the  first 
settlers  in  the  township.  They  entered  their  lands  at  the  Delaware  land 
office. 

They  were  followed  soon  after  by  Edward  Cassety  and  P^lijah  Read, 
Tunis  Croukite,  Thomas  Bennett,  Samuel  Scothorn,  Isaac  Bennett  and 
others. 

The  township  was  organized  December  5th,  1826.  The  first  election 
was  held  at  the  house  of  Seth  Read,  on  New  Year's  day  following. 

The  face  of  the  land  in  this  township  is  generally  undulating,  and  the 
soil  very  fertile.  There  are  no  mill  streams  within  its  limits,  and  the 
grist  and  saw  mills  arc  run  by  steam. 

In  1830  Reed  had  a  population  of  264:  in  1S40,  1,240,  and  it  is  now 
about  1.501. 

At  a  later  ijcriod  A.  C.  Baker,  Benjamin  Sanford.  John  B.  Schuyler, 
J.K  ol)  Colo,  William  P.  White,  Henry  Ryno,  James  Harrison.  Levi  Read, 
W.  \\.  Croukite,  John  (Mark,  John  Hoover  and  others  were  among  the 
dislin;^'uishe<l  farmers  here. 

( )n  the  4th  (lay  of  January,  1S38.  John  Terry  and  Catharine  l»eanl 
caused  to  be  laid  out  on  sections  five  and  six,  a  town,  which  they  called 
West  I.odi.     it  was  surveyed  and  platted  by  James   Durbin. 

'i'he  first. postmaster  was  Lyman  White,  who  for  many  years  has  lived 
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on  College  Hill,  in  Tiffin,  where  he  lives  now  at  his  ease,  cultivatiog 
grapes  and  peach  trees. 

Kobert  P,  Frazer  was  the  first  physician  who  settled  in  Lodii  and  he  is 
still  there  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  highly  esteemed. 

^Reedtown  was  made  up  of  a  few  cabins  on  the  Columbus  and  San- 
dusky turnpike.  It  was  also  called  Cook*s  Gate^  because  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Cook  kept  the  toll-gate  on  the  pike  at  that  place.  It  was  sim- 
ply wicked  to  collect  toll  on  a  mud  road.  Some  railed  it  Kellytown 
also,  because  a  maYi  by  the  name  of  Kelly  kept  a  store  there.  Han- 
ford^s  was  another  name  for  the  same  town,  because  Hanford's  tavern 
was  the  best  between  Attica  and  Blooroer*s. 

My  dear  old  friend  Dr.  B.   D.   Williams  settled  here  at  an  early  day. 

The  place  is  now  familiarly  known  as  Reedtown.  It  was  laid  out  by 
Isaac  Catlin, 

DR,    B.    D,    WILLIAMS 

Was  born  January  i8th,  1S12,  in  Orangeville  township,  Genesee  coun- 
ty. New  York,  In  1821  his  father  located  with  his  family  in  Sherman 
township,  Huron  countVt  a  few  miles  east  of  Reedtown.  Here  young 
Williams  grew  up,  and  received  his  education  and  read  medicine  three 
years  with  Dr.  Moses  C  Sanders,  in  Peru  townships  in  Huron  county. 
In  1835  he  settled  at  Reedtown^  and  commenced  the  practice  of 
nedicine,  and  here,  in  1836,  the  svriter  made  his  acquaintance,  which 
rew  into  a  friendship  that  has  grown  warmer,  like  wine,  that  grows 
:)etter  with  age. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  1835,  Dr.  Williams  was  married  to  Miss 
Harriet  Newel  LaBarre,  of  Sherman  township,  with  whom  he  lived 
three  years,  until  she  died.  On  the  13th  of  June,  1841,  he  was  again 
married  to  Louisa  L.  Ludlow^  of  Norwich,  in  Huron  county.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  three  children,  two  boys,  who  are  married  and 
settled  in  life,  and  one  daughter,  long  since  dead.  Here  the  Doctor 
settled  in  the  practice,  and  so  near  his  old  perceptor  as  to  have  the 
benefit  of  his  counsel  and  help  in  extreme  cases,  and  where  he  also  met 
Dr  Dresbach,  of  Tiffin,  in  consultation. 

In  a  letter  to  me  the  Doctor  says,  speaking  of  his  early  practice: 
Many  times  I  biul  very  severe  cases  anioti)!;  femiiles,  when  I  wouM  liave 
given  ruy  horne  J>ri(iU\  siuldle.  plll-lmg  and  all  1  had  on  earth  t<»  l>e  satVIy 
iitui  horiurabl)  lhn>ugh  with  my  lady  piitient.  Oh  !  such  anxiety  !  siicli  sus- 
pense 1 1  It  <lid  c»rten  seem  a.s  if  my  littk*  bark  would  break  and  t?o  under. 
There  was  no  help  nearer  than  twelve  to  fifteen  miles,  nights  \nich  dark  ami 
mud  kneenleep.  But  <Tod  was  with  me,  and  I  always  cituie  througli  with 
njy  patient  all  O.  K.  Without  Iwiajiting,  I  eau  safely  »ii\  thai  during  my 
practice  here  of  forty-five  yeara^outof  2,200  parturition  cas»os,l  never  lost  one. 
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Dr,  Williams  practiced  medicine  in  Peru  two  years  before  he  came 
to  Reedtown,  making  foriy-seven  years  in  all  in  constant  practice  wilh- 
oul  losing  a  day,  except  the  time  spent  in  attending  lectures  at  Wil- 
loughby  University,  at  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Unlvecsky^  and  at  lh6 
Cleveland  and  Western  Reserve  College,  where  he  graduated.  The 
Willoughby  bemme  merged  into  the  Starling  at  Ci>lumbns  afterwards, 
He  is  now  the  veteran  physician  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  I  wil^ 
say,  without  flattery  (for  I  never  flatter),  that  tJie  Doctor  h  highly  es- 
teemed in  all  the  country  far  and  near,  for  his  personal  cxcellcfieie^ 
htith  as  a  physician  and  citizen. 

Dr.  Williams  was  so  kind  as  to  send  mesome  of  his  early  recoliccuon* 
of  Reed,  from  which  J  have  collated  the  following: 

raptjun  iljuifonl  wan  an  early  settler  here.    He  wa»  one  of  your  plalD^ 

oulsix^kfn  m^n,  §w<»re  a  little  at  times,  a  little  rough,  but  kind  lieartetl.  ()»« 
day  while  the  I  'aptain,  with  his  dng,  w*ei*e  out  in  the  wotnls,  and  chasiMl  i| 
weasel  into  a  hollow  log,  and  while  they  were  trying  to  catdi  tt,  a  Pn*sby- 
UTian  preacher  from  Monroeville,  whom  the  Cai)t«in  did  not  know,  ram« 
througli  the  wmMJa  ami  got  nlT  his  horse  to  helji  cat<h  the  weasel.  So  the 
preacher  Umk  his  pt»st  at  one  tiu<l  of  the  log  to  watch,  w  ith  his  ritling  whiv 
held  ti[>  to  strike.    The  piisitii>n  did  not  suit  Hanford.  aiiil  ht»  naid  l^i  tbti 

preai'her  :   •'  Von  don*t  hold  your  whip  right,  by ,  my  friend,  hold  it  wo, 

and  strike  quick,  for  tliey  are  the  d- — t,  quickest  things  you  ever  stiw.  \h 

.*'    Sure  enough  !    The  C^ptaiji  scared  the  weasel  out,  and  when  tlm 

preacher  struck,  he  bit  the  ground  about  a  rod  behind  the  w^eaael.    **  There/ 

says  C^qHain  Ilanfonl.  **  I  told  you  st>,  l* .''    The  preacher  then  asked 

where  f'aptain  Ilanfonl  lived.  The  ra])tain  gave  him  the  information,  auf] 
tliey  separated.  The  prearhpr  stopped  at  tlie  house,  attfl  Mrs.  Uanfonl,  wbc 
was  a  PfTesbyterian,  ami  had  not  seen  a  preacher  since  ?ihehad  left  the  **  land 
<»f  steady  habits  "  aljciut  three  yeai^  befoi*e,  and  was  very  glad  to  entertaic 
him.  After  a  while  the  raptain  came  home  and  was  quite  surprised  to  se< 
tlii*  w e*uiel  luitt'her,  Captsiin  Hanfonl  said  to  hiai :  '*  X  guess  I  munt  hav< 
!M*ared  yon  wit li  my  swearing.''  Th<>  preaeher  sjiid  :  *' Yes,  I  was  frighl 
enml  a  little  and  greatly  sur|>risfrid  to  think  that  a  mati  having  such 
Christian  hidy  for  a  wife  woidd  indulge  in  such  langtnige,"  The  Captah 
felt  the  effect  of  the  rebuke,  btit  entertained  the  preacher  with  his  usim 
hospiUility. 

Thomas  lk*imett  was  the  first  postmaHter  in  tlUs  t^iwnship,  and  it  was  the 
eallwj  Head  ji^istofflce.  Mr.  Catlin  luvl  this  town  surveyinl,  but  never  ha< 
the  plat  reronied.  U  was  then  called  *' ratUnville."  It  was  also  calUnl 
**  lleiwlsUurg,"  Tunis  Croukite  and  Thoma:*  Bennett  were  lioth  ol< 
ami  memhere  of  the  Ba[>ti&t  church  iiX  what  is  now  calU^d  Omar,     i  I J 

ftoipe  dlllieulty,  and  agreed  tluit  they  would  not  be  t»uried  hi  the  same  c+^aiti 
tery.    The  church  jit  Omar  has  a  very  resi>ectrd)le  cemetery.    Hennett  owne 
the  tand  in  and  around  the  gnive  yard,  and  (^roukite  owne<l  the  land  ari»n 
tJie  pike,  adjoining,    (.'roukite  died  lirst,  and   Wiis  Iniried  on  his  land  Hom| 
sixty  ro6»  eiwt  of  tire  grave  yard,  Uien  Bt^nnett  died,  and  was  biiritHl  in  til 
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j,'rave  yard.    Now  large  monuinents  adorn  the  graves  of  both,  in  siglitof 
each  other,  as  monuments  of  bad  l)lood  in  life. 

(;eorge  Raymond,  another  old  settler  here,  was  the  father  of  triplets,  boys, 
which  he  called  Abraham,  Isaac*  and  Jacob.  The  last  two  live  in  our  town; 
the  former  has  l)een  dend  twenty  years. 

Mr.  Schuyler  was  also  an  earlv  settler.  His  son  is  the  celebrated  mathe- 
mati<ian  at  Baldwin  I'niversity,  at  Berea,  Ohio. 

Klijah  lleiul,  another  goo<l  ol<l  i)ion<»er,  died  about  live  years  ago. 

Samuel  and  John  (.'assaty  were  botli  poor  when  they  came  here  from  Steu- 
ben county.  New  Vork.  but  by  hard  labor  and  economy,  had  accumulated 
(luite  a  fortune.'until  some  twelve  years  ago,  robbers  relieved  them  of  about 
si:2.(KH).    John  has  since  died.  I 

Willianl  Whitney,  a  merchant  of  our  town,  closed  his  business  here  with 
a  few  hundred  dollars  left,  with  which  he  went  to  Michigan,  bought  land, 
got  wealthy,  and  would  have  been  happy,  had  he  not  become  blind.  His 
wife  had  to  feed  him  like  a  child  ten  years,  when  lie  died  at  eighty-five. 

Dr.  Amos  Witter  lost  his  wife  here.  He  went  west,  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress, and  got  rich. 

Loren  Knopp,  a  merchant,  was  cpiite  well  off.  He  had  the  kidney  disease. 
He  moved  to  Attica,  where  he  s(M)n  died.  He  was  to  have  been  married 
soon,  so  he  willed  much  of  his  fortune  to  his  affianced. 

Dr.  I.  T.  (Tilbert  ])ecame  involved,  sold  out,  and  went  to  Hryan,  Ohio. 
There  he  invested  what  little  means  lie  had  in  real  estate,  which  advanced 
rapidly.  The  small-pox  broke  out  in  Bryan,  and  Dr.  (lilbert  having  had 
them  once,  was  allowed  to  tak<'  all  the  small-pox  cases,  which  soon  built 
him  up,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  see  anv  other  patients  during  that  time. 
The  Doctor  got  into  very  comfortable  circumsUmces,  and  died  there  at  the 
age  of  eighty-two  years.    He  formerly  lived  here. 

John  Zeppermick  ha<l  some  bad  hick  here,  but  after  he  sold  cmt  and  moved 
to  Wood  (rounty,  he  accumulated  some  i)roperty.  He  owns  a  good  little 
farm,  and  seems  to  be  happy  in  praising  Ciod. 

<'aptain  Hanford  died  of  apoplexy  about  twenty-five  years  ago.  Kdward, 
the  hotel  keeper,  died  of  dropsy,  the  e'ffects  of  trying  to  look  through  the 
bottom  of  a  tumbler.  James  Hanford  lived  a  roving  life,  and  finally  broke 
into  the  Michigan  penitentiary  at  Jackson  for  ten  years. 

Jas.  Harrison,  whom  youalso  knew,  died  at  his  son's  house,  at  the  old  place. 

To  show  you  how  Reed  looked  informer  times,  let  me  tell  you  a  short  in- 
<'ident.  1  was  called  one  dark  night  U)  visit  a  sick  lady.  We  had  to  go 
through  the  wo(k1s.  of  course,  and  l>efore  we  had  proceeded  far,  the  messen- 
ger and  1  both  ])ecame  entangled  in  the  top  of  a  tree  that  had  fallen  across 
the  road.  In  the  scrabble  to  get  out.  Host  my  hat.  The  messi;nger  said  it 
would  not  do  to  hunt  for  it,  had  no  time,  was  in  a  hurry,  could  lose  no  time, 
••  must  luing  you  in  a  huiTy,  Doctor,  so  come  right  along."  So  I  went  bare- 
headed. It  was  warm  weather,  however,  and  there  was  no  suffering,  but 
going  home  next  day  without  my  hat  made  a  comical  show.  They  said  Dr. 
Williams  must  have  been  tight  last  night. 

The  writer  heard  a  good  story  told  of  Dr.  Williams,  which  is^too  good 
to  be  lost.     Soon  after   he  was  married,  and  before  they  had  c:one  to 
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housekeeping,  his  wife  had  her  home  at  her  father's,  in  Sherman  town- 
ship, stilL  So  one  Saturday  evening  the  young  Doctor  started,  rather 
late,  however,  to  pay  a  visit  to  his  father-in-law,  and  surprise  thv  young 
lady.  It  was  in  the  fall,  and  the  leaves  had  covered  the  road.  Night 
came  on,  and  the  road  was  no  longer  discernable.  The  Doctor  got  oui 
of  the  saddle  and  fell  around  for  the  road  or  path*  but  could  not  find 
it  He  hitched  his  horse  to  a  tree  and  gave  the  *'bush  hallo  "  several 
times,  but  nobody  responded  only  the  owls.  The  Doctor  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  troubles  of  a  married  life  had  commenced  in  dead 
eames^  After  crowing  around  through  the  woods  for  two  or  three 
hoars,  a  lady  accidentally  heard  him  and  answered.  She  got  a  roan  up 
out  of  bed,  and  sent  him  after  the  strange  voice.  The  man  was  afraid 
that  It  might  be  a  panther,  but  found  the  lost  Doctor,  and  took  him  to 
the  house.  It  was  the  house  of  a  stranger,  however,  and  two  loites 
away  from  the  house  of  the  bride.  In  the  morning  the  horse  was  found 
and  cared  for,  and  a  new  start  taken  for  the  father-in-law.  He  took 
breakfast  with  his  wife^s  people,  and  they  all  had  a  gnod  laiun  ;u  fit.- 
Doctor's  night's  adventure. 

Seneca  John,  who  was  executed  on  the  reservation,  as  ulrt  jUv  related 
used  to  iiunt  through  Reed,  and  had  a  wigwam  on  the  knoll  where  DJ 
Williams*  house  now  stands,  in  1821-2.  His  visits  continued  up 
1830,  and  he  generally  brought  bis  whole  family  with  him.  At  ati 
evening  meal,  and  while  a  large  kettle  of  hot  water  was  suspended  on  a 
pole  over  the  fire,  a  daughter  of  .Seneca  John  was  lying  on  the  grouatl 
before  the  fire.  The  pole  was  nearly  burnt  through,  and  broke,  sptUtng 
the  hot  water  over  the  child.  They  wrapped  her  in  a  blanket  and  took 
her  to  the  house  near  by,  where  Dr.  Williams  attended  her.  In  remov* 
ing  the  blanket  the  f!e*-h  of  the  poor  sufferer  literally  clung  to  it,  lea%'- 
ing  her  almost  a  skeleton.  Dr.  Williams  did  all  in  his  power  to  relieve 
her  sufferings,  but  death  assisted  him. 

After  her  death  William  Williams  made  a  sled,  to  be  drawn  by  hand« 
and  a  number  of  Indian  boys  and  a  mournful  cortege  conveyed  the 
corpse  to  the  Seneca  burying  ground.  Seneca  John  became  a  very 
warm  friend  to  Dr.  Williams. 

In  the  summer  of  1834  some  movers  passed  through  Rcedtown,  who 
had  a  son  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  the  night  he  was  taken  sick^ 
It  was  a  clear  case  of  cholera.  He  died,  and  was  buried  before  room- 
ing, and  the  mournful  parents  went  on. 

There  are  six  very  good  church  edifices  in  Reed,     The    luwnship  is" 
supplied  v^xh  excellent  school  houses  and  a  good  corps  of  teachers. 

W^hen  the  M.  E.  church  organized  northern  Ohio  in  1830  or  1832, 
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they  made  the  Fort  Ball  circuit  extend  east  to  include  a  part  of  Huron 
county.  The  preacher  appointed  for  this  circuit  was  a  very  young  man 
by  the  name  of  Arza  Brown.  He  had  a  fine  riding  horse,  with  which 
he  swam  the  creeks  and  rivers,  tying  a  suit  of  dry  clothes  on  his 
shoulders.  These  he  put  on  before  he  commenced  preaching.  His 
widowe4  mother  lived  at  Sandusky.  He  was  well  liked  and  welcomed 
everywhere,  and  among  those  also  that  did  not  belong  to  his  church. 
He  became  a  very  able  preacher  He  afterwards  lived  in  Cincinnati, 
where  he  died  soon  after  the  rebellion,  eighty-three  years  old. 

One  very  happy  feature  in  frontier  life  wasthe  mutual  enjoyment  of 
the  society  amongst  the  old  and  young  It  was  a  common  practice  in 
the  winter  time  to  visit  some  neighbor  in  the  evening.  A  yoke  of  oxen 
were  hitched  to  a  sled  with  a  box  full  of  straw,  that  held  the  family  and 
some  neighbors  also. 

Arrived  at  the  house,  the  children  and  women  were  "  thawed  out"  by 
the  large  hickory  fire,  and  after  disposing  of  a  meal  of  roasted  pig,  corn 
cake,  potatoes,  turnips,  squash,  wild-grapes,  honey,  etc.,  the  dance  com- 
menced, which  often  lasted  until  the  dawn  of  day  in  the  east  admon- 
ished the  dancers  that  the  cows,  horses,  sheep  and  hogs  at  home  had 
to  be  looked  after. 

At  these  dances  it  was  often  surprising  to  see  the  old  men  and  women 
move  over  the  pungeon  floor  with  the  spring  and  elasticity  of  youth, 
and  with  a  grace  and  gentle  mean  that  would  do  honor  to  a  ball  room 
of  these  latter  days. 

"  Buck  and  Bright"  hitched  again  to  the  sled— all  aboard  !  Some 
with  cold  chicken  or  cold  pork  and  corncake  for  a  piece  on  the  road; 
all  started  for  home,  all  happy  in  having  had  a  good  old  time 

In  Dr.  Williams'  father's  family  there  were  five  boys  and  two  girls. 
As  the  children  grew  up  they  needed  education,  and  there  was  no  school 
in  the  neighborhood.  The  mother  saw  the  necessity  of  a  teacher,  and 
for  want  of  another,  she  taught  the  oldest,  and  as  they  became  ad- 
vanced, she  compelled  them  to  teach  the  younger.  Every  stranger  that 
came  into  the  house  was  induced  to  confer  some  useful  knowledge  to 
the  family,  and  thus  the  children  became  educated  without  a  school 
house  to  go  to.  As  they  grew  up,  they  were  all  qualified  to  teach 
school.  One  of  the  Doctor's  brothers  commenced  when  he  was  only 
sixteen  years  old,  and  taught  school  for  forty  winters  in  succession.  So 
much  for  a  mother's  resolution  to  have  her  children  educated. 

I  have  drawn  very  largely  on  the  Doctor's  kindness  for  the  above 
sketches,  and  for  which  I  feel  thankful,  but  the  flattering  remarks, 
though  very  true^  about  myself,  are  omitted  for  modesty  sake. 
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Esquire  T.  M,  Kelley  was  so  kind  as  to  send  me  some  htsCorid 
formation,  from  which  I  extract: 

Frhnd  L^ny: 

\ry  father,  Binijumin  Kftlley  {awl  whom  y<ni  well  knewi,  was  barn  iii  N< 
Jersey,  June  iMh,  179y.  He  Wiis  u  siildior  in  the  war  of  IHVJ.  Mntlt^ 
Mahitaivel  Tmvis^  wns  bom  Ai^ril  l\i\,  ITXi,  in  Tiogu  cotmty.  IVniij^vIvnnJ 
They  were  mjuiicd  August  imli,  1813,  in  Seneca  county.  Xew  Ytirlc^ 
lived  iu  8 teuhen  county,  in  that  state,  until  the  spring  of  18.S4,  whet 
moved  lo  thi»  towiinlup  with  a  family  of  six  iKtys  and  two  girb.  anil  settll 
on  theeuHt  luilf  of  the  northwest  tjuarter  of  sectjt>n  one,  Tliey  bon^^ht  tl 
land  of  a  Mi'.  Davis,  who  hml  enlei'ed  it. 

Tliere  were  but  a  lew  trees  chopped,  and  the  body  of  a  lojj  cabin  er»ct 
without  a  nM»f,  The  family  .stayed  at  Captain  nauford\s  liotel  until  fnth 
and  the  older  boys  cut  and  split  clapboards  and  hewed  pungeon  ff  U"  the  Qo 
and  doors.    Then  we  moved  hi  to  the  cabin* 

The  only  place  mother  had  to  do  her  cooking  was  a  kind  of  li  fire-pl« 
built  nf  coljbie  stones,  between  two  oak  stumjis,  fron»  about  the  aiiii 
April  until  the  1st  of  August  that  year,    it  t.K>k  a  barrel  i»f  Itaiirnnd 
bushel  of  cortt  meal  every  four  weeks  to  feed  us  all.    The  breati  was  !>akl 
in  a  tni  reliector  between  those  oak  stumps. 

On  tlie  lillr  tlay  of  April  the  cattle  could  get  a  good  living  in  tJie  ^vroodt 
We  worked  theui  all  day.  and  at  niglit  we  put  a  l>e!l  on  one  of  tlieui  anri  I 
Uiemjtfo.  .Sonieiimes  the  boy«  would  have  to  liuui  a  week  to  tincl  Uiei 
agaiu,  but  generally  they  were  in  bearing  distance. 

The  tirsl  wheat  we  raised  father  tot^k  to  Cold  f 'reek  with  an  ox  cart  to 
it  ground.    It  took  nearly  a  week  to  make  the  trip. 

My  y<umgeat  brother  was  liorn  after  we  came  liere,  August  IHtli,  |i 
milking  a  family  of  seven  boys  and  tvro  girls,  all  now^  living  except  the  o]t}t*i 
girl. 

iluther  and  the  girls  carded  and  spun  the  wind  and  flax,  wove  tht^  clotl 
and  cut  and  made  our  clothes  ;  the  tow-linen  for  summer  weai  and  linHt* 
woolsey  fnr  winter  wear.  They  uUo  niadr'  bags,  towels^  tablenioths,  8heet 
and  pillow-slips  nf  Uux.  raised,  pulled »  rotted  and  dressed  by  thf'  family.  Tli 
ytmngest  sister^  Mrs,  J,  V,  Moore,  spiui  tlax  at  Frenuint  at  the  celelinilJM 
of  the  centennialtea  party  of  Boston  harlior. 

Mother  died  May  :^lst,  l.H*iU,  at  Elmore,  Ohio,  Father  died  April  i*>i| 
18«3,  at  fieedtown. 

Thomas  Bennett  was  the  first  postmaster  apiJoinled   here,  but  would  nn 

serve,  wbereupon  William  Knupi*  was  appointed^    Knappwasastort*keep«^{ 

•  and  .solil  the  st^ire  l4>  a  Mr,  Ackley,  wh(»  was  killed  by  the  falling  «»f  a  b«*nt  ii 

raising  a  bam  for  Harrison  Oole.    John    Emery  had   his  leg  broken  by  th( 

same  fall.    My  father  framed  the  barn.    Hespectfnlly  your  friend. 

T.  M,  KELLEV. 

The  town  of  Omar  never  flourished.  Reed  is  altogether  a  farminj 
township.  The  soil  is  rich,  and  produces  great  crops,  rapidly  ifiereas 
ing  the  wealth  of  the  township.  The  beautiful  school  houses  in  Ren: 
show  conclusively  that  the  cause  of  education  is  not  neglected, 
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There  is  a  noticeable  elevation  running  north  and  south  through  the 
township,  a  little  east  of  the  center,  but  not  high  enough  to  be  called  a 
ridge,  yet  sufficiently  so  to  make  a  water-shed. 

Attica  station,  on  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  road,  is  located  in  this  town- 
ship, on  section  thirty-five.  This  railroad  crosses  and  cuts  the  entire 
southern  tier  of  sections  of  this  township,  except  section  thirty-one. 


CHAPTER    XL. 

SCIPIO  TOWNSHIP. 


T.    2,    N.    R.    l'6    E. 

Nobody  will  now  dispute  the  fact  that  the  Anways  were  the  first  who 
identified  their  names  with  the  early  settlement  of  Scipio  township. 
About  the  time  of  the  land  sales  at  Delaware,  William  Anway,  from 
Scipio,  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  settled  in  the  woods  upon  land  that 
is  now  embraced  within  the  geographical  limits  of  this  township.  It 
is  said  that  when  Mr.  Anway  arrived  and  'located  here  in  1821,  there 
were  two  families  living  upon  the  school  section,  who  soon  moved 
away. 

The  late  Mr.  Laughery,  the  father  of  my  old  friend,  James  Laughery, 
was  the  first  man  who  purchased  land  in  this  township,  but  the  first  " 
patent  rec^orded  for  land  purchased  in  the  county  was  that  mentioned 
in  the  history  of  Clinton,  by  a  Mr.  Anway. 

C.  T.  Westbrook,  John  Wright,  Adam  Hance,  Abraham  Spencer, 
Isaac  Nichols,  Mr.  Stevens,  Mr.  Osborn,  Timothy  P.  Roberts,  Morrison 
McMillon,  I''..  II.  Hrown,  Seth  F.  Foster,  Nathan  Foster  and  William 
H.  Mathewson  may  be  mentioned  as  early  settlers. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  time  and  manner  of  organiz- 
ing the  township,  and  that  it  then  took  in  Reed  and  contained  sixteen 
inhabitants,  etc.  It  was  also  stated  that  Mr.  Anway  named  it  after  his 
old  home  in  New  York.  The  time  and  manner  of  its  survey  was  also 
mentioned  in  chapter  x. 

The  petition  for  the  organization  was  presented  to  the  county  com- 
'  mi>sioners  on  the  6th  of  December,  1824.  The  petition  was  granted, 
uf  course,  and  an  election  ordered  to  be  held  on  the  following  25 ih  day 
of  I)e(  en.ber,  1824 — Christmas  day.  At  this  election  seventeen  votes 
were  cast.  Of  those  voting,  thirteen  received  office,  leaving  hut  four 
to  make  up  what  is  called  the  **  sovereign  people,"  and  the  other  thir- 
teen were  their  servants.  Ket  us  hope  that  this  distinctive  feature  in 
our  peculiar  American  institutions  may  ever  so  remain;  that  our  public 
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officers  shall  be  regarded  as  public  servants  only  and  never  be  permit- 
ted to  become  our  masters.     So  mote  it  be. 

At  this  first  election  in  Scipio  William  B.  Mathewson  was  elected 
clerk;  John  Wright,  Seth  F.  Foster  and  Jonathan  Nichols,  trustees; 
Adam  Hance  and  Joseph  Osborn,  overseers  of  the  poor;  William 
Stevens  and  Ezechial  Sampson,  fence  viewers;  William  Anway,  Jr., 
lister;  William  Anway,  treasurer;  Cornelius  T.  Westbrook  and  Mor- 
rison McMillen,  constables;  John  Anway  and  E.  H.  Brown,  supervisors. 

Both  Rocky  creek  and  Willow  creek  run  through  Scipio  township, 
yet  Mr.  Butterfield  says  in  his  history,  on  page  127:  "There  is  not  a 
stream  of  water  in  the  township." 

In  1840  the  population  of  Scipio  was  1,556.  The  township  has  rapid- 
ly increased  in  wealth  since  that  time,  but  less  so  in  population.  In 
1870  it  was  1,642;  in  1880  it  is  1,836. 

In  1834  Sidney  Smith  caused  to  be  surveyed  in  this  tcivnship,  upon 
the  corners  of  sections  fifteen,  sixteen,  twenty-one  and  twenty-two,  a 
town,  which  he  called  Republic.  The  place  was  known  for  a  long  time 
as  Scipio  Center.  R.  M.  Shoemaker  (now  in  Cincinnati)  was  the  sur- 
veyor. 

Adam  Hance  and  John  Wright  had  entered  the  larger  portion  of  the 
land  upon  which  the  town  was  laid  out, in  the  year  1822,  Hance  owning 
the  east  and  Wright  the  west  part.  John  Wright  built  the  first  dwelling 
house  upon  the  plat.  The  town  did  not  improve  very  rapidly  until  the 
prospect  of  a  railroad  from  Sandusky  began  to  agitate  the  peo]>le,  and 
when  in  1841  the  railroad  did  com^r,  Republic  became  quite  a  trading 
place.  Stores  and  wearhouses,  shops  and  factories  sprung  np  as  by 
magic  and  the  town  looked  like  a  bee-hive  on  a  large  scale.  Such  was 
the  importance  of  the  place  at  our  time  that  Melmore  became  so  ninch 
excited  as  to  form  a  joint  stock  company  for  the  purpose  of  building  a 
railroad  to  Republic.     (See  chapter  xxxiii.,  Eden  township). 

It  has  already  been  incidentally  mentioned  that  when^n  the  night 
of  the  21st  of  May,  1841,  the  court  hou*e  in  Tiffin  burnt,  efforts  were 
made  to  remove  the  county  seat  to  Republic.  General  Stickney  can 
tell  something  about  that  move.  He  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  of 
all  the  public  men  in  the  county  of  Seneca,  and  has,  in  a  great  measure, 
stamped  his  individuality  upon  Scipio  township  and  the  history  of 
Seneca  county  generally.  A>id  while  on  this  subject,  let  me  say  of  him, 
that  he  was  born  August  31,  181 1,  in  Franklin  county,  New  York.  He 
came  to  Seneca  county  on  the  4th  of  July,  1836.  On  the  nth  of  Oc- 
tober, 1836,  he  married  Emma,  daughter  of  Timothy  P.  Roberts,  Esq., 
of  Scipio  township.     Their  only  child  is  a  daughter. 
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(ieneral  Stirkney  has  a  larj^efarm  of  about  seven  hundred  acres,  one 
mile  east  of  Kcpublic,  where  he  lives  in  comfort  with  plenty  around 
him. 

He  has  been  one  of  the  leadinj^  men  of  the  Democratic  party  of  the 
county  ever  since  he  came  here.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Re- 
public, and  held  the  oUfxct  of  postmaster  there  for  sixteen  years.  lie 
was  a  member  of  the  convention  that  formecl  the  present  constitiilic^n 
of  Ohio.  In  1S67  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  re|)resent- 
atives  of  the  Ohio  le^'islature,  and  was  re-elected  in  1S69;  was  11  mem- 
ber of  the  Ohio  senate  in  1875,  ^^^^^^  ^^^^  winter  was  appointed  by  <i<»v- 
ernor  Foster,  a  member  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Ohio  peniten- 
tiary. The  deneral  is  still  vigorous  and  active.  Mrs.  Stickney  is  a 
lady  of  refined  mind,  and  both  are  highly  esteemed. 

After  the  new  line  of  the  Cincinnati,  Sandusky  cV  Cleveland  railroad 
was  made  stri»ight  through  from  Sandusky  to  Tifiln,  Hellevue,  Lrxli  an«l 
Republic  were  left  out  in  the  cold,  and  the  change  played  mischief  with 
Republic,  lousiness  went  all  to  i)ieces,  houses  were  deserted  ami  the 
town  soon  assumed  an  air  of  general  dilapidation.  It  remained  in  that 
condition  until  the  making  of  the  I'altimore  i\:  Ohio  railroad,  which  has 
infused  new  life  into  Republic,  and  much  business  is  done  there  now. 

.\  little  east  of  Republic  is  a  large  three-story  brick  building  that  was 
once  the  Seneca  county  academy.  It  was  inc'orporated  by  an  act  pas>cd 
March  4,  iS;6.  and  organized  February  S.  1844.  'i'he  capital  stock 
amounted  to  S3. 000,  and  was  divi<lcd  into  300  shares  of  Siocach. 
'There  were  nine  trustees.  'I'imothy  P.  Roberts  was  the  first  president. 
K.  T. Sii<  kney  was  the  treasurer:  S.  W.  Shepard.  principal.  The  in>ti 
tution  t1ourishe<l  for  many  years  and  the  natne  of  Schuyler  has  given 
it  an  almost  undying  fame.  It  is  to  be  regrette<l  that  the  academy  was 
ever  permitted  to  tail.  It  could  and  should  have  been  saved.  It  was 
a  credit  to  Republic  and  to  Seneca  county. 

•  iiMornv  r.   koiiKurs. 

.Mrs.  1'..  T.  Stickney  wa-.  so  kind  as  to  lurnish  me  with  the  t'ollowini^' 
sketch  of  her  honoretl  father,   and  I  t.ike  pleasure  in  coj)ying  it  here: 

Timnlh\  P.  HnlMTls  was  liorn  at  Mi«ldlt'tnwn.  ('uiin«'<li«ut.  .hnif  11.  \7^\. 
Twovrars  ialrr  his  paifuts  mnvcd  with  tln'ir  family  tn  Massju-husctts  ami 
loeatcd  in  hiM'.  lirrkshinMouiity.  Timothy  lived  with  his  ])anMits  at  L»-»* 
until  ln' arrived  at  tin*  a;r«M»f  ♦•iglit«MMi  years,  wln-u  he  was  apprentiei-d  i.» 
I>earnii  Stnnc  to  learn  the  traile  i)f  a  wliei-JwriLrhl.  He  moved  with  I>eaeini 
Stone  and  his  tjuuilx  to  the  tow!i  of   hnrki".  Tayu^ra  eounly.  New  York. 

On  the  isth  <if  .Ianuar>.  ls<is.  lu*  was  inter-nianied  with  Uho  la  Clnulwiek, 
formerly   of   L-e.  .Massaehusetts.  and   settled   in   .Seipio.  New  York.     This 
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union  waji  blessed  with  seven  children,  three  of  wliom  died  in  infancy. 
Emma,  now  the  wife  of  General  E,  T.  Stickiiey,  and  Jane,  the  wife  of  S.  S. 
iJeiitler,  are  all  that  remain  of  tlie  family*  except  grand  children, 

Mr.  Roberts  euii^frated  from  Scijiio,  New  York,  to  Hcipiu,  in  Seneca  coun- 
ty,  (Jhio,  with  Ills  family,  in  ISiio,  and  entered  i»30  acres  nf  lanfl,  upon  one- 
Ijalf  of  whirh  he  residc?d  the  balance  of  his  days.  The  other  eighty  acres  he 
gave  t4>  \m  ohlest  son,  Ansel  C.  Roberts. 

Mr,  RolK*rts  die<l  at  the  age  of  KJ  years,  7  months  ami  17  days,  on  the  *2isth 
ot  January,  1808,  Mrs.  Rhoda  IU>bei1s  <lie<i  at  the  residence  of  her  daughter. 
Emma,  March  HI.  1872,  aged  80  years,  1  mohth  and  nineteen  days, 

Mr.  Roberts  was  about  five  feet,  seven  inches  high,  stout  and  com- 
pactly built;  he  had  a  large,  well  balanced  head,  and  a  well  propor- 
tioned, manly  countenance.  He  was  of  fair  complexion,  slow  of  speech, 
of  clear  judgment  and  strong  in  his  decision.  He  was  mentally,  physi- 
cally and  morally  strong. 

When  Mr.  William  Anway  came  to  this  township,  in  1821,  he  had 
eleven  children;  the  oldest  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  the  youngest 
but  two  years.  He  built  the  first  cabin  here,  with  the  help  of  his  fam- 
ily and  one  man — Benjamin  Huntley,  from  Huron  county,  Mr.  Anway 
and  his  son  cut  the  first  road  through  the  woods  to  Tiffin,  winding  along 
on  the  highest  ground  they  could  find,  Anway*s  cabin  stood  near  the 
corner  of  the  Marion  state  road  and  the  South  Tiffin  road.  The  spot 
is  now  covered  by  a  circle  of  pines  planted  there  in  memory  of  the  first 
home  of  the  Anway  family.  The  children  of  William  Anway  were 
John,  Susan,  William,  George,  Fajiny»  Austin,  Erastus,  Hannah,  Harri- 
son and  Phoebe. 

Moses  Smith  put  up  a  small  frame  building  across  the  road  from 
Anways,  in  which  he  kept  a  store. 

Robert  Dutton  was  the  first  man  that  died  in  this  township,  and  was 
buried  on  his  farm,  which  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  Frank  Fox,  William 
Pierce,  a  colored  man,  put  up  and  carried  on  the  fi^rst  blacksmith  shop 
in  the  township,  Mary,  the  daughter  of  John  Anway,  was  the  first* 
white  child  born  in  the  township.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  John 
Wilcox,  living  in  Republic,  Her  father's  was  the  first  marriage  in 
Scipio  township.     John  is  still  living  at  this  writing. 

ARCHIBALD     STEWART 

Came  here  from  Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania,  aixd  settled  on  sec- 
tion twenty-nine,  in  1824.  He  had  two  children  when  became,  and 
on  the  agth  of  August,  the  same  year,  his  son  James  W.  was  born  at 
their  new  home  here,  where  he  still  lives,  having  lived  no  other  place 
all  this  time.  The  old  cabin  stood  about  eighty  rods  from  their  pres- 
ent dwelling.     The  Indians  used  to  camp  near  their  cabin,  on  the  east 
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bank  of  Rocky  creek.  There  was  a  very  old  Indian  among  them,  who 
bad  large  silver  rings  in  his  nose.  He  was  in  the  habit  of  boasting  that 
he  had  the  tongues  of  ninety-nine  white  men,  andneeded  just  one  more 
10  make  one  hundred.  The  Indians  often  stayed  over  night  at  Mr. 
Stewart's, 

Archibald  Stewart  was  born  on  the  gth  of  June,  1797,  in  Lycoming 
county,  Pennsylvania,  He  was  raised  on  a  farm,  and  married  Martha 
Johnson,  who  died  here.  He  is  about  ftvc  feet  nine  inches  high,  has  a 
peculiar  deep,  sonorous  voice,  is  well  proportioned  and  well  preserved; 
has  large  blue  eyes,  a  fine  forehead;  his  heavy  head  of  hair,  which  wt^ 
once  a  dark  brown,  has  become  while  by  the  heavy  frosts  ofScipiol 
township,  but  he  still  walks  erect,  and  is  as  good  and  interesting  in 
conversation  as  ever,  bidding  fair  to  become  a  centennarian. 

Mr,  Isaac  B.  Witter  tells  me  that  in  1827  Jonathan  Witter,  Sr.,  moved 
from  Ontario  county,  New  York,  into  Reed  township,  near  Captaiii 
Hanford's  and  Dt»  Gilbert's.  The  writer  knew  Mr  Witter  very  well. 
Isaac  B.  has  now  lived  in  Scipio  over  forty  years. 

Philip  and  Adam  Steinbaugh,  Humphrey  Bromley,  Michael  Hendel, 
John  A.  Gale>  Chancey  Rundell,  J.  H.  Drake,  Dr.  Maynard,  William 
Parker,  Sylvester  Watson,  the  Neikirks,  A*  H.  and  R.  G.  Perry  and 
Michael  Chamberlain  may  also  be  said  to  belong  to  the  pioneers  here. 

N.    p.    COLWELL, 

When  about  twenty  years  old,  emigrated  from  Madison  county,  New- 
York,  to  Thompson  township,  in  this  county,  where  he  arrived  at  his 
step  -  father  %  Joseph  Philo,  on  the  9th  of  October,  1831.  In  1832  the 
election  was  held  at  Esquire  Knight's  cabin,  a  few  rods  east  of  John 
Royers,  where  Colwell  voted  for  Jackson  for  president  of  the  United 
States,  He  lived  in  Thompson  two  years,  and  then  went  to  Amsden^s 
Corners  ( Belle vue),  where  he  built  a  wagon  and  carriage  shop,  anc 
carried  on  the  business  for  five  years,  when  he  returned  to  New  N'orl 
where  he  married  his  wife,  and  returned  here,  located  in  Republic  it 
August,  1 838,  where  he  has  lived  on  the  same  street  ever  since.  Here 
he  built  a  shop,  and  carried  on  the  wagon  and  carriage  business  until 
failing  health  compelled  him  to  quit.  The  people  elected  him  township 
clerk,  and  he  opened  the  first  office  in  the  then  new  town  hall,  in  the 
spring  of  1S50.  He  continued  in  office  for  twenty  years,  until  strickf 
down  by  paralysis  in  1S70  He  held  the  office  of  iowu*;hip  clerk  eleven 
years,  and  was  justice  of  the  peace  sixteen  years;  he  was  mayor  of  Re- 
public and  member  of  the  cuuncil  all  the  time;  a  member  of  the  board 
of  education  seventeen  years  in  succession.     During  these   long  years 
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of  official  life  he  transacted  a  great  deal  of  legal  business,  settling  estates 
of  deceased  persons  and  attending  to  guardianships.  During  an(l  since 
the  war  he  attended  to  soldiers  claims  free  of  charge,  and  until  a 
license  of  $10  was  required.  This  he  paid  for  eight  years,  and  his 
work  in  that  line  increased  until  on  the  27th  day  of  December,  1870, 
he  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  when  for  several  months  he  could  not 
write.  He  recovered  sufficiently,  however,  to  attend  to  notarial  and 
other  office  business  \t\  his  room,  where  he  is  confined  most  of  the  time 
Nervous  rheumatism  in  his  feet  and  legs  interfere  with  his  walking  very 
much,  and  he  goes  out  only  on  clear,  warm  days. 

Friend  Colwell  said  to  me  in  a  letter,  describing  the  beauties  of 
Thompson  in  its  wild  state: 

All  the  land  about  Flat  Rock  (i.  e.,  where  it  has  been  built  since)  was  a 
wild  prairie.  In  the  spring  time  large  crops  of  lierbage  sprang  up,  and  in 
May  and  June  it  was  the  most  beautiful  flower  garden  I  ever  saw— wild 
flowers  of  all  forms,  shapes  and  colors,  equal  to  any  cultivated  flowers,  gave 
a  deliglitful  fragrance  to  all  that  country.  Snow's  cabin,  north  of  where 
Flat  Rock  now  stands,  was  the  only  human  habitation  in  all  that  region. 
There  were  large  herds  of  deer  roaming  over  these  prairies.  They  could  be 
seen  almost  any  time  of  day  8^^inging  their  antlers  as  they  cropped  the 
herl)age.  The  scenery  was  wild  and  grand  beyond  description,  a  perfect 
CJarden  of  Eden,  except  the  apples.  When  frost  killed  the  vegetation  and 
the  grass  had  become  dry,  fires  swept  all  over  the  country  and  left  it  bare. 
The  Indians  set  it  on  fire  for  hunting  purposes. 

LANCE  TODD 

Was  born  on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1806,  in  Frederick  county,  Mary- 
land, the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Todd.  They  arrived  in  Fort  Ball 
on  the  8th  of  August,  1828,  and  the  whole  family  soon  thereafter  set- 
tled in  the  northwestern  part  of  Scipio  township.  There  were,  besides 
the  parents,  three  brothers  and  two'  sisters,  and  each  had  a  piece  of 
land  in  that  neighborhood. 

Nathaniel  Norris  was  married  to  one  of-  the  girls  in  Maryland,  and 
the  other  married  Lott  Norris,  after  the  Todd  family  came  out  here. 

Lance  Todd  built  a  cabin  in  the  woods  on  his  own  land  and  after- 
wards put  up  a  good,  two-story  log  house,  in  which  he  still  resides. 
He  was  married  here  to  Mary  Miller  in  1834,  and  has  two  children. 
The  whole  family  is  still  living,  but  the  parents,  brothers  and  sisters  of 
Mr.  Todd  are  dead. 

When  the  family  settled  here  on  section  eight,  William  Scoville  lived 
on  the  south  end  of  the  same  section.  Evan  Dorscy  had  a  house  raised 
on  his  land  also,  but  nobody  lived  in  it.  They  had  to  make  a  road  out 
from  their  place*  every  direction  they  wanted  to  go.     Abraham  Smith 
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came  into  this  neighborhood  soon  after  the  Todds  settled  here;  also 
John  Hall. 

After  the  reservation  came  into  market,  the  country  settled  up  very 
rapidly,  and  soon  the  land  was  all  taken  up.  Then  roads  were  opened, 
land  cleared,  and  houses  put  up,  so  that  it  began  to  look  like  an  old 
country. 

Mr.  Todd  has  about  seventy-five  acres  cleared  and  about  thirty-five 
acres  in  woods.  He  helped  to  open  and  start  six  farms  in  this  neigh- 
borhood, and  still  lives  on  the  place  where  he  located,  fifty  two  years 
ago. 


CHAPTER  XLI, 

SENECA  TOWNSHIP. 


T.  I,  N.  R.    14   E: 

IN  some  previous  chapter  mention  was  made  of  the  township  of  Sen- 
eca, when  first  organized,  embracing  all  that  part  of  Seneca  county 
lying  west  of  the  Sandusky  river.  Every  township  that  was  organized 
in  this  territory  afterwards  reduced  it  in  sizeuntilfinally  it  was  confined 
to  its  proper  geographical  limits      (See  chapter  x.) 

The  first  election  held  in  this  township  was  on  Monday,  the  ist  day 
of  June,  1820,  while  Seneca  county  wa*s  still  apart  of  Sandusky  county. 
At  the  next  annual  election  the  following  officers  were  chosen,  viz: 
West  Barney,  John  Lay  and  David  Risdon,  trustees;  John  Eaton,  clerk, 
(it  is  said  that  he  named  Eden  township  after  himself);  Benjamin  Bar- 
ney, treasurer,  (he  still  lives  in  Pike  county,  Illinois,);  Joseph  Keller 
and  Daniel  Rice,  overseers  of  the  poor;  James  Montgomery,  Erastus 
Bowe  and  Joel  Chaffin,  supervisors;  P.  Wilson,  lister;  Asa  Pike,  ap- 
praiser; Thomas  Nicholson  and  Abner  Pike,  fence  viewers;  John 
Boughton  and  Joel  Lee,  constables. 

At  the  state  election  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  the  whole  number 
of  votes  polled  in  Seneca  township,  comprising  about  three-fourths  of 
the  whole  county,  was  twenty-six.     (See  chapter  x.) 

In  1830  the  population  had  increased  10369;  in  1840,  to  1,393  (then 
Seneca  proper);  in  1870  it  numbered  1,580.  It  did  not  reach  that 
number  in  1880,  when  it  is  only  1,537. 

The  early  settlers  in  the  township,  as  now  constituted,  were  Henry 
St.  John,  William  McCormick,  Alexander  Bowland,  John  Galbreath, 
Peter  Weikert,  Joseph  Canahan,  William  Kerr,  Caleb  Brundage,  Daniel 
Hoffman,  John  Yambert,  David  Foght,  William  Harmon,  Jacob  Staib, 
Benjamin  Harmon,  John  Blair,  George  Heck,  Jacob  Wolfe,  John  Wag- 
goner, James  Aiken,  James  Brinkerhoff,  John  Crocker,  Gustavus  Reini- 
ger,  Jacob  Kroh,  Amos  Nichols,  John  Withelm  and  others. 

There  was  also  an  Indian  grant  in  this  township  to  Catharine  Walker, 
38 
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a  Wyandot  woman,  and  to  John  Walker,  her  son,  who  was  wounded  in 
the  service  ol  the  United  States,  It  was  a  section  of  640  acres  lying 
mostly  within  the  present  limits  of  Seneca  township,  and  directly  west 
of  the  Van  Meter  section.  This  grant  was  secured  to  these  Walkers  at 
the  treaty  of  1817,  at  the  foot  of  the  rapids  of  the  Miami  of  the  Lake. 
The  writer  knew  the  old  lady  and  William  Walker,  another  of  her  sons, 
when  they  kept  store  at  Upper  Sandusky.  Judge  Lugenbeel  bought 
large  part  of  the  section  when  the  Walkers  sold  it. 

On  the  15th  of  April*  1845,  Henry  F,  Kaestner,  William  Brinkerhoj 
and  John  Campbell  caused  to  be  surveyed,  on  section  nineteen,  a  towf 
to  which  was  given  the  name  of  Berwick  (Mr.  Campbell  came  from 
Berwick,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  named  this  new  town  after  that  old  one.' 
The  Berwick  in  Pennsylvania  is  also  the  birthplace  of  the  wite  of  the 
writer.)  Berwick  is  a  station  on  the  Cincinnati,  Sandusky  &  Cleve- 
land railroad,  eight  nailes  from  Tiffin,  and  is. the  only  village  id  ihc 
township. 

Seneca  is  one  of  the  wealthy  townships  in  the  county.  The  soil  is 
rich  and  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  Its  citizens  are  inielUgent 
and  enterprising.     Their  homes  exhibit  taste  and  comfort. 

Mention  should  also  be  made  of  some  other  old  settlers  here,  Ger- 
man pioneers  that  located  in  Seneca  township  about  the  time  the  writer 
came  to  Tiffin:  John  Dockweiler,  Conrad  Schmitt,  Ignatit  Neuraeyer, 
John  Houck,  George  Weisenberger,  Michael  Wagner,  John  Feck,  Jacob 
Kappler,  Michael  Stippich,  Conrad  Heirholzer  and  John  VV^ank, 

FRANCIS   JOSEPH    HIRT. 

The  reader  must  excuse  the  space  occupied  in  the  mention  of  this 
subject.  I  would  rather  speak  of  men — yes,  and  of  good  men,  than  'to 
describe  brutes.  The  event  1  am  about  to  describe  here  took  place 
nearly  forty  years  ago»  and  has  almost  been  forgotten.  A  **  logging  " 
meant  the  hauling  together  and  piling  up  of  logs  to  make  a  cleairicig^ 
preparatory  to  the  burning  of  them.  When  the  logs  were  cut  to  the 
.proper  length  to  be  handled,  and  everything  was  ready  for  the  work^ 
the  neighbors  were  invited  for  a  certain  day  to  come  to  the  "  logging." 
Some  brought  their  ox  teams,  others  their  axes»  and  worked  hard  all 
day.  The  neighboring  women  came  to  help  the  housewife  getting 
dinner  and  supper  for  the  men.  and  after  supper  it  was  very  usual  to 
have  a  dance  and  a  general  good  time.  It  was  very  customary  in  thot%e 
days  to  have  plenty  of  whisky  at  these  loggings,  raisings^  sheep-wanh* 
ings,  harvests,  etc.,  and  sometimes  a  man  would  take  too  much. 

A  Mr.  John  Feck  lived  on  a  pietc  of  forty  acres  in  the  southwest 
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quarter  of  section  five,  in  this  township;  Francis  J.  Hirt  also  lived  in 
the  neighborhood.  Both  were  at  thelogging  of  somebody  else  in  the 
neighborhood,  whose  name  has  escaped  me.  This  was  early  in  the 
spring  of  1841.  The  man  that  had  the  logging,  Hirt,  Feck,  and  perhaps 
the  whole  crowd  were  Germans.  After  supper  a  dance  was  started. 
Hirt  took  part  in  the  dance.  Feck  stood  at  one  side  of  the  room  look- 
ing on.  Hirt  had  a  pocket-knife  in  his  hand,  and  becoming  very  bois- 
terous, somebody  tried  to  quiet  him,  and  during  the  muddle  Hirt 
stabbed  Feck  in  the  belly,  cutting  a  terrible  gash,  letting  out  his  bowels, 
and  from  which  he  died  in  a  short  time.  Hirt  was  arrested  and  placed 
in  the  logjail  in  Tiffin. 

He  was  a  man  near  six  feet  high,  well  proportioned,  and  very  mus- 
cular. His  carriage  was  very  straight.  His  pale  face  contrasted  very 
violently  with  his  very  black,  bushy  hair,  large  black  eyebrows,  and  his 
dark,  flashy,  large  eye.  He  had  a  very  low  forehead,  clenched  lips,  and 
heavy  lower  jaw;  thick,  short  neck,  and  very  long,  bony  arms.  His 
nose  was  short  and  fleshy,  and  his  teeth  were  regular  and  beautiful;  in 
fact,  his  teeth  were  the  only 'thing  beautiful  about  him.  His  whole 
make-up  presented  the  desperado. 

On  the  25th  day  of  May,  1841,  the  grand  jury  presented  an  indict- 
ment in  the  court  against  Hirt,  for  murder  in  the  first  degree,  and  the 
prosecuting  attorney,  Mr.  Joel  W.  Wilson,  was  busily  engaged  prepar- 
ing the  case  for  trial.  Cowdery  and  Wilson  were  law  partners  at  that 
time,  and  the  witnesses  being  nearly  all  Germans,  the  writer,  then  read- 
ing law  in  the  office,  was  of  some  service  to  the  prosecuting  attorney  in 
ascertaining  what  the  witnesses  could  testify. 

Immediately  after  the  occurrence.  Dr.  George  W.  Sampson,  of 
McCutchenville-,  was  sent  for,  who  arrived,  while  Mr.  Feck  was  still 
living.  He  returned  the  intestines  and  sewed  up  the  wound,  but  Feck 
had  already  become  delirious.  Hirt's  knife  was  found  with  blood  on 
it,  behind  a  big  German  chest  that  stood  in  the  room  where  the  dance 
took  place  and  the  murder  was  committed.  It  seems  that  Hirt  threw 
the  knife  there  after  he  had  cut  the  fatal  wound. 

The  court  commenced  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  i84i,a  few  days  after 
the  fire  of  the  court  house.  The  court  was  held  in  the  M.  P.  church, 
on  Monroe  street,  now  fixed  up  for  a  dwelling  house  by  Mr.  F.  Mar- 
quart,  of  Tiffin.  When  the  case  of  the  state  of  Ohio  against  Francis  J. 
Hirt  was  called,  it  was  continued  for  trial  to  the  next  term  of  the  court. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  fire  of  the  court  house,  the  old  log 
jail  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  court  house  lot,  was  saved.  Hirt  was 
in  this  jail. 
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The  following  named  persons  were  subpcenaed  as  witnesses  for  the 
state  and  put  under  their  own  personal  recognizances  for  their  appear- 
ances  at  the  next  term,  each  in  the  sum  of  |too»  viz:  John  Neumcyer, 
John  Wank,  William  Kabala,  Joseph  Keppler,  Henry  Naeth,  Johi 
Weng,  Joseph  Meng,  Joseph  Smith,  Francis  Lenhart,  Anthony  Sander 
Joseph  Hummell,  Clements  Marks,  John  Baptist  Ilchert  and  Alexander 
SwartE  (Schwartz). 

Hirt  broke  jail  and  escaped  to  Canada,  where  he  lived  for  many 
years.  His  wife  instituted  proceedings  in  courts  by  which  she  became 
the  owner  of  all  the  property  of  her  husband,  and  it  was  supposed  for 
a  while  that  she  would  follow  him  to  Canada,  She  was  a  yery  pious 
lady»  and  settled  in  New  Reigel,  in  this  county,  near  her  church,  where 
she  liveo  until  about  two  years  ago.  She  had  no  child,  but  her  mother 
lived  with  her.  Hirt  himself  made  his  way  to  Iowa  City,  lowa^  from 
whence  he  kept  up  a  regtdar  correspondence  with  his  wife,  and  finally 
prevailed  upon  her  to  sell  her  property  in  New  Reigel  and  meet  him  ta 
Iowa  City.  She  complied,  and  taking  her  old  mother  with  her,  met 
Hirt  at  Iowa  City.  The'sight  of  her  husband  so  horrified  her  thai  she 
could  not  consent  to  have  him  live  with  her,  and  finally  absolutely  re- 
fused. She  had  already  purchased  a  house  and  lot  in  the  suburbs  of 
Iowa  City,  where  she  lived  with  her  mother. 

One  afternoon,  when  the  two  ladies  were  alone  in  the  house»  Htrt 
came,  drew  a  revolver^  and  shot  his  wife  and  then  her  mother.  It  t& 
also  said  that  he  set  the  house  on  fire  and  hung  himself. 

Both  ladies  were  killed,  however,  and  the  particulars  in  the  closing 
scene  of  the  horrible  life  of  this  monster  are  not  known  here.  If  they 
can  be  ascertained  before  these  pages  go  to  the  printer,  the  proper 
connections  will  be  added. 

My  old  friend  John  Houck,  the  merchant,  says  the  murder  of  John 
Feck  took  place  after  the  raising  of  a  log  barn,  and  not  after  a  logging, 
1  write  from  my  owii  best  recollections  and  those  of  others  that  knew  of 
the  occurrence  at  the  time. 


CUSTAVUS   G.    REIN1G£R 

Is  one  of  the  German  pioneers  of  Seneca  county.  The  history  of  Sen- 
eca township  would  not  be  complete  without  a  short  sketch  of  him.  He 
was  bom  in  Vayingen,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  on  the  9th  day  af 
ApriU  1801 ;  attended  school  at  Attersteig,  in  the  black  woods  *  Schw  1 1 
waldj,  and  was  afterwards  placed  under  the  tutorship  of  Prof  Hcl.^  -^ 
in  Kalbi  where  he  studied  the  languages.  He  next  spent  two  ye^ra  aa 
a  student  of  the  Agricultural  Academy  at  Hohheim,     After  he  left  the 
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academy  he  became  book-keeper  (actuary)  in  the  office  of  the  "  Comp- 
troleur  of  Forests"  at  Beutelsbach,  in  Wurtemberg.  Here  he  made  the 
acquaintance  of  Fraulein  Rosalia  Durr,  and  was  married  to  her  m 
1822.  He  remained  in  this  office  until  the  spring  of  1832,  when  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  America,  and  settled  in  th^  woods  of  Seneca 
township,  in  August  of  that  year,  and  where  he  still  resides.  His  oldest 
son  is  dead,  and  two  others  are  in  Iowa,  one  of  whom  is  a  distinguished 
lawyer  there. 

It  is  customary  in  Germany  for  all  officers  in  the  forest  departments 
to  wear  uniforms  of  dark  green  cloth.  The  earl-y  settlers  of  Tiffin  will 
remember  Mr.  Reiniger  with  his  green  coat  buttoned  up  to  his  chin  with 
yellow  buttons,  and  his  friendly  face  smoothly  shaven,  except  the 
familiar  goatee,  which  he  wears  to  this  day. 

It  is  no  easy  task  to  comprehend  and  bring  up  before  the  mind  the 
full  scene  in  the  change,  when  a  man,  with  his  family,  leaves  the  asso- 
ciation of  friends  and  the  scenes  of  his 'earlier  days,  and  exchanges  a 
life  of  refinement  in  the  classic  hills  and  valleys  of  Germany  for  that 
of  an  American  frontiersman  in  the  forest.  And  is  it  not  strange  to  see 
so  many  of  that  class  of  men  and  women  quietly  embrace  and  enjoy  the 
free  and  independent  life  of  an  American  farmer  ?  Such,  however,  is 
the  nature  of  our  free  institutions,  that  any  honest  livelihood  here  is 
preferable  to  the  gilded  wrongs  of  European  oppressions,  and  a  life 
under  them.      The  true  man  is  the  American  nobleman. 

There  are  three  daughters  and  two  sons  still  living.  Mrs.  Reiniger 
died  on  the  5th  of  May,  1869. 

THE    STAIB    FAMILY 

Were  also  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Seneca  township.  My  old 
friend  Mr.  Jacob  Staib  prepared  a  sketch  for  me  in  German,  from  which 
I  abstract  the  following: 

I  was  lK>ni  in  Ctrosz-IIeppach,  in  Wurtemljerg,  (rermany.  In  the  year  \>^<\ 
I  came  to  America,  and  landed  in  Tirtln  on  the  2Sth  of  August,  in  that  year. 
1  worked  for  Mr.  Fellnagel  awhile,  but  my  tirst  work  liere  was  for  Mr. 
Reiniger.  I  entereil  the  land  where  we  lived  so  long,  ami  in  \K\\  \  com- 
menced chopping  and  clearing  on  the  old  Staib  farm,  and  built  a  house,  into 
which  i  moved  on  the  1st  day  of  April.  I880,  and  where  I  luid  no  other  com- 
pany than  my  dog.  I  bought  a  yoke  of  oxen,  a  eow  and  some  chickens.  In 
May  John  Ellwanger  came  and  worked  with  me  until  my  father  and  the 
family  came  on.  Father  was  born  on  the  6th  of  August,  177J),  in  Wurtem- 
berg. when  it  wiw  yet  a  Duchy.  He  died  March  28tli,  18()7.  My  mother,  who 
is  still  living  with  me,  and  whose  maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  C.  Kloepfer, 
was  born  also  in  Wurtemberg,  October  8th,  1783.  The  family  arrived  here 
July  9th,  1885.    Now  we  all  worked  together,  bnt  had  many  troubles  to  cr)r.- 
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toiid  with.  Provisions  lieramf^  snaiv**,  and  we  were  couiiiHUmI  to  ^mte  tm- 
ripe  rorn  to  nuikp  liirud,  1  was  lucky  enough  in  Uuy  ji  biirrpl  of  dour  fnjni 
a  l^sim  thai  rame  from  the  f^outl)  for  $1X)(K  The  niua  sold  thebalaiiee  of  tlte 
loud  in  TlUin  ftir  twice  that  aum. 

The  (iemian  ^mp*^  phuitn  faUK*r  hrcnight  with  him  lipjifrtii  to  bear  In  tww 
yenris  fmrn  thtaimc  thpy  were  plantrcl,  and  produced  dcli^htrul  fruit,  but  in 
1843  the  mildew  iiftect^d  thtmi,  iinti  finally  destroyed  theui.  W*^  rais^^d  f>ittt^ 
from  seed  we  brought  with  us,  which  became  the  Hr«tt»ver  ^reen  trees  hi  the 
county.  We  also  hiul  the  first  frrafted  fruit  in  the  county,  cherriPH.  phtnis, 
jilVncotB.  peaclies,  etc.  We  piirtook  of  the  work  und  hardships  iiicjilent  to 
frontier  life,  Tlie  elimatt*  wui^  very  unfavorable;  ^eut  st^ruLs, heavy  frosta* 
mtd  thawing  wejithen  interchanj^ing  rapidly,  was  very  deatructiv**  lo  wheal* 
and  we  harvested  mtire  cheat  than  wheat.  (VVliat  has  l>ccome  of  the  cli^il 
anyway  V    Why  are  not  farmers  pestered  with  it  now ?— Writkh,,' 

In  the  spring  of  1N.M4  we  had  frosts  from  the  12th  uutil  the  20th  of  May. 
The  fruit  trees  froze,  veget^ddes,  tlte  wheat,  and  even  the  leaves  on  the 
in  the  woods,  so  that  on  the  1st  of  June  the  wo<»ds  looked  like  winter  tji 
The  springs  were  very  wet;  the  summers  exceedingly  hotimd  dry.  Id 
summer  of  IHiU  we  were  pestered  greatly  with  squirrels;  thi  woocfs  iverp 
literally  tilled  with  them.  We  could  raise  nothing  within  a  few  n^dn  of  Uii% 
fences.  They  often  de.stroyed  whole  flelds  of  wheat  and  com,  TJie  wnod& 
were  full  of  ravenous  animals  also,  that  made  it  almost  impossiWe  to  mise 
poultry  or  hogs  for  a  while. 

In  1K441  a  cosv  belonging  to  Martin  Spitler  died,  and  the  wolvea  devour 
her  in  two  niglds.    In  1H.'j8  I   ft)und  a  nest  of  young  wolves  un  my  fiirii 
about  forty  ri>d8  fn>m  th*  river,  in  a  hollow  tree,  where  we  burned  thetii  mi. 
The  old  one  made  tlie  nights  hideous  with  her  howling. 

Wi?  alsci  had  our  share  of  malarious  fevers,  and  at  Ump.»*  wi-re  not  jibTr>  Ut 
wait  upon  each  other.    Sometimes  we  could  not  take  caj^e  of  our  ••niiin,  liut 
tliere  is  notliing  like  goml  neigh hoi*s.    There  were  no  rich  people  ben?  ibeu. 
and  therefm'e  we  had  no  thieves:  there  was  nothing  U*  steal.    The  great 
nundicr  of  tlie  old  pioneei-s  have  passed  away,  and  there  are  but  a  ffw  of  i 
left  who  can  look  back  upon  those  early  days,  which  were,  after  all,  nimifrir" 
our  most  happy  times,  in  spite  of  all  hard  work  and  privaticuis. 

In  I>eeember,  is:i;^,  we  built  a  schcntl  house.    Uur  district  embrac* 
all  the  bnvnship.    We  all  met  *>n  the  same  day,  chojiped  down  i 
hauled  the  logs  bigether,  raised  the  house  and  put  iUv  clap-Uiards 
we  quit  wnrk.    Even  the  lloor  was  hiid,  the  benches  put  up,  tli- 
chinked  and  daulK^<l.    A  few  days  after  school  was  kept  in  it. 

In  IS.'ift  Market  street,  in  TiHin,  was  cut  out  from  the  river  to  JulJUH  Ff^H- 
nagePs,  on  Samlusky  street.  Mr.  Fellnagel  had  a  lease  from  Mr,  lleilgf^  f<>f 
ti  piece  of  laml  near  by.  all  covered  with  trees.  My  brother  L*>uis  and  1  UM»i 
the  job  of  clearing  it.  When  we  cut  down  a  big  ma))le  we  f<mnd  at  a  poiul 
three  inches  from  the  cerder  a  nolcdi  that  hail  been  cut  with  a  sharii 
ment,  about  three  inches  wide.  The  notch  was  four  inches  deep  an*  i 
We  counted  more  than  three  hundred  rings  belweeuthis  woun*' 
bark.  Some  fon^st  ranger  more  tlian  three  centuries  before  irijiued  i 
It  stood  betweeti  Mr.  Kid's  lesitlence  and  tlie  river. 

There  was  a  wedding  in  Seneca  township  one  night     The  day  i>ake 
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oven,  near  the  house  of  the  bride,  stood  on  block.  That  night  it  was 
full  of  bread,  pies,  roasted  turkey,  cakes,  and  other  good  things.  Boys 
are  boys,  they  say,  but  it  was  a  very  ugly  trick  when  they  carried  away 
the  whole  bake  oven,  with  its  entire  contents,  and  when  the  ceremony 
at  the  house  was  over,  and  the  supper  to  be  served  up,  the  bake  oven 
was  gone. 

I  don't  like  to  mention  any  names,  but  if  any  one  will  ask  my  old 
friend  G.  W.  Aulger,  on  the  McCutchenville  road,  he  may  know  some- 
thing about  it.     Who  ever  heard  of  stealing  a  bake  oven  ? 

ELIJAH    MUSGRAVE, 

Who  is  still  living,  was  also  an  early  settler  in  the  county.  He  camq 
to  Republic  in  September,  1824,  and  worked  for  Mr.  T.  Roberts  clear- 
ing land,  and  soon  earned  money  enough  to  buy  eighty  acres,  near 
Melmore,  from  Thomas  West.  He  also  worked  for  Frank  Baker,  Judge 
Cornell  and  Major  Stephens.  He  and  John  Burns  took  the  job  of 
building  the  first  M.  E.  church  in  Melmore,  in  1833.  He  voted  at  the 
first  election  held  in  Scipio  township.  Adam  Hance  was  elected  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  Mr.  Musgrave  has  lived  for  many  years  on  his 
splendid  farm,  in  section  twenty-seven.  He  was  deputy  sheriff  under 
David  Bishop  in  1833.     Mr.  Musgrave  says: 

In  the  spring,  wlien  I  was  23  years  old,  1  made  0,000  rails.  They  only  paid 
2o  cents  per  liundred  for  rails  down  in  Coslio<*ton,  but  liere  I  got  -50  cents. 
1  was  bom  in  Allegheny  county,  Virginia,  March  4, 1804.  In  1810  my  father 
moved  to  Cosliocton  comity,  Ohio.  When  1  came  here  there  was  no  house 
l>etween  New  Haven  and  Republic.  I  was  married  to  Harriet,  daughter  of 
Micajali  Heaton,  17tli  of  May,  1833.  When  the  Toledo  war  broke  out,  I  was 
<!aptain  of  a  militia  (company.  Dr.  Gibson  was  our  surgeon.  Ezra  Baker 
had  a  company  also,  and  there  was  a  company  from  Findlay,  Uu).  Wc  all 
went  to  Toledo,  but  never  got  under  tire.  \Ve  had  a  full  battalion.  Henry 
C.  Brish  was  our  general.  Governor  Lucas  was  there.  We  all  came  back 
ssife  and  sound. 

Daniel  Reis,  Philip  and  Jacob  Scheer,  Andrew  Burgderfer,  Jonathan 
Kirgis  and  Peter  Miller  were  also  early  German  settlers,  and  there  were 
also  the  Arbogasts,  Vannests,  John  Manges,  John  Kerr,  E.  Roley,  the 
Koenigsaamens,  Caleb  Brundage,  George  Robb,  A.  Vambright,  Henry 
Hepp,-  John  Adelsperger,  Joseph  Lye,  Joseph  Lonsoway  and  others; 
also  the  Davidsons  and  Blairs,  the  Spilters  and  others. 

JOHN     DOCK  WEI  LEk 

Came  here  from  Germany  in  1833,  ^"^  bought  the  northwest  quarter 
of  section  five,  when  it  was  all  woods.  Here  he  built  his  home  and 
raised  a  large  family.     He  was  a  very  strong  man  and  very  decided  in 
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his  opinion,  which  often  brought  him  into  conflict  with  others.  He 
was  a  good  neighbor,  however,  very  hospitable,  and  for  many  years  a 
sort  of  a  leader  in  the  vicinity  He  was  born  in  Martinshoehe,  now  in 
the  Palatinate,  Bavaria,  Germany,  then  belonging  to  France,  on  the 
26th  Nivos,  year  9  of  the  French  Republic  (January  16,  1801). 

Mrs.  Dockweiler's  maiden  name  was  Mary  Schirk.  She  was  born 
January  6,  1S05,  at  Niederset,  Alsacea.  They  were  married  near 
Easter,  in  1828,  in   Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Dockweiler  died  March  7,  1880.     His  widow  is  still  living. 

Christian  Scherer,  Philip  Bauer,  Theobald  Wagner,  Francis  Bartz, 
Frederick  Becker,  Franz  Masson  and  John  Brandt  were  also  early  Ger- 
man settlers  in  this  townshij). 

WILLIAM  ARNOLD. 

Close  by  Seneca  township,  where  the  state  road  crosses  Thorn  creek, 
a  little  south  of  McCutchenville,  William  Arnold  and  his  young  wife 
located  in  the  spring  of  1823.  They  were  married  in  the  fall  previous, 
in  1822,  in  Fredericksburg,  Maryland. 

William  Arnold  was  born  in  Frederick.sburg,  in  1802.     Mrs.  Arnold, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Noel,  and  who  was  a  sister  of  Michael  Noel 
was  also  born  in  Fredericksburg,  Maryland. 

Michael  Noel  lived  a  short  distance  south  of  McCutchenville,  also, 
and  was  a  man  of  good  repute  as  a  farmer  and  citizen.  He  raised  a 
family  of  interesting  sons  and  beautiful  daughters,  two  of  whom  were 
married  to  citizens  of  this  county,  one  being  the  wife  of  my  ^ood  old 
friend,  the  distinguished  hardware  merchant,  Martin  Kingseed,  of  Fos- 
toria. 

Here  at  Thorn  creek,  Mr.  Arnold  entered  a  piece  of  land  and  put  up 
a  cabin.  The  state  r()a<l  was  surveyed  close  to  his  house,  and  this  beiu" 
the  only  road  running  north  and  south,  west  of  the  Sandusky  river,  it  was 
the  only  thoroughfare  for  emigrants  and  others  travelingnorth  and  soutli 
Forty  years  ago,  new  as  the  country  then  was,  there  was  more  travel 
on  that  road  than  there  is  now.  The  Wyandots  were  then  still  livin**^  on 
the  })lains  and  became  great  friends  of  Mr.  .'Vrnold  and  his  wife,  who 
had  ()])ened  at  their  house  a  small  beer  and  ginger  bread  stand;  the\ 
also  sold  carbonated  mead,  of  all  of"  whi(  h  the  Indians  were  fond 
Sometimes  the  Indians  would  get  too  much  fire-water  at  McCutchen- 
ville, ami  going  home,  stop  in  at  Mr.  .Arnold's,  acting  ugly..  One  linie 
an  Indian  nameil  Spotted  Tail  wanted  more  beer,  and  the  stock  bein;: 
exhausted,  became  very  boisterous  and  drew  a  tomahawk  to  strike 
Mrs.  Arnold,  who  was  alone  in  the  house.     For  want  of  any  other  pro- 
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tection,  she  set  her  big  dog  on  the  Indian,  who  drove  the  savage  away. 

At  another  time,  "  Stokey,"  another  Wyandot,  became  very  insult- 
ing at  the  house  and  Mr.  Arnold  struck  him  with  the  end  of  his  whip 
handle  over  the  head. 

The  Indian  became  very  angry,  jumped  onto  his  pony  and  going 
away,  told  Mr.  Arnold  that  he  would  fix  him  He  was  gone  but  a 
short  time  when  he  returned  with  six  other  Indians.  Meantime  Mr. 
Arnold  prepared  himself  for  an  attack,  and  when  the  Indians  rode  up 
to  the  door,  where  they  were  met  at  the  small  end  of  Arnold's  old  mus- 
ket and  other  persuasives,  they  desisted  from  all  further  attempts  to  do 
injury.  Big  Crow,  Round  the  Lake  and  Black  Snake  were  also  cus- 
tomers at  Arnold's  beer  shop,  but  were  always  of  good  behavior. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Arnold  were  very  devout  Catholics,  and  being  far  re- 
moved from  a  church  of  their  faith,  experienced  the  want  very  much. 

After  their  first  child  was  born  and  the  mother  was  able  to  travel, 
Mr.  Arnold  left  his  lone  cabin  in  the  woods,  hitched  up  his  team  and 
took  wife  and  babe  to  Lancaster,  Ohio,  to  have  it  christened.  It  took 
a  whole  week  to  make  the  trip.  Soon,  however,  other  Catholics  settled 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  Mr.  Arnold  was  one  of  the  prime  movers  in 
the  establishment  of  the  first  Catholic  church  at  McCutchenville. 

Mr.  Arnold  was  as  ingenious  as  he  was  industrious.  He  was  always 
at  work  at  something,  and  while  he  opened  up  a  farm  with  great  iudus- 
try,  he  was  ever  busy  making  tools  and  implements  for  household  and 
husbandry. 

They  raised  a  large  family  of  children,  and  Mrs.  George  Strausbaugh, 
who  furnished  the  writer  much  valuable  information  of  early  life  on 
Thorn  creek,  and  Mr.  Anthony  H.  Arnold,  of  Tiffin,  are  two  of  them. 

The  parents  have  both  passed  away  and  so  have  also  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Noel.  The  latter  survived  them  all  and  died  only  recently  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  comfort  and  peace. 

GEORGE  HECK. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  now  the  oldest  settler  in  the  township. 
The  writer  has  not  been  able  to  trace  any  one  who  settled  here  before 
Mr.  Heck  and  is  still  living.  Mr.  Aiken  was  a  very  respectable  pioneer 
and  he  died  but  a  few  years  ago.  He  came  about  the  same  time  that 
Mr.  Heck  arrived. 

The  grandfather  of  Mr.  Heck  came  from  Germany.  George  Heck 
was  born  October  5,  1797,  near  the  mouth  of  Hocking  river,  in  Athens 
county,  Ohio.  He  grew  up  on  his  father's  farm  there.  He  married 
Sarah  Grelle,  who  was  a  widow  with  four  children.  Samuel  Grelle, 
Esq.,  late  county  commissioner,  is  one  of  them.     With  her  he  had  ten 
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children,  of  whom  five  are  stUI  living,  the  others  having  died  in  cbild- 
hood.  The  oldest  one  living  is  his  daughter,  Catharine*  wife  of  Harry 
Fiser;  next,  Klizabeth,  wife  of  Thonna^  Bowlin,  nnd  Maria,  wife  of|ohn 
Strebin,  alJ  living  in  the  state  of  Indiana;  Daniel  G.  Heck,  the  populiu- 
Bupcrintendent  of  the  Seneca  County  Infirmary,  and  John,  the  youngest 
son,, who  is  living  near  his  father  on  the  old  homestead.  The  children 
all  have  families  and  are  all  doing  well. 

Soon  after  the  land  sales,  Mr.  Heck's  father  bought,  at  the  Delaware 
land  office,  the  southwest  front  quarter  of  section  twenty -five,  in  this 
township,  and  made  a  deed  for  it  to  his  son  George.  Three  years  after 
he  was  married  he  moved  onto  the  land  here.  Mrs.  Heck  died  on  the 
iSth  of  December,  1840,  About  one  year  thereafter,  he  married  Sarah, 
the  sister  of  Johfl  Kerr,  Esq.,  now  residing  in  Tiflin.  She  drop|>ed  dead 
on  the  floor  in  1875  after  living  on  the  old  homestead  with  Mr.  Heck 
thirty 'five  years  At  breakfast,  on  the  morning  of  the  day  she  died, 
she  told  Mr  Heck  her  dream  of  the  previous  night.  She  said  she 
dreamed  that  their  canoe  got  loose  (their  house  stands  near  the 
river),  and  drifted  to  tlie  other  side  of  the  river;  that  she  walked  after 
it  on  the  top  of  the  water,  and  as  she  reached  the  other  shore,  she 
stepped  onto  a  log,  and  looking  back  sav  her  steps  on  the  hvL'  ^^_ 

Mr.  Heck  says:  ^^B 

1  am  my  father's  youngest  son.     I  had  one  l»n»liif/i  anti  imu   si  .,J" 

am  the  only  one  remaiiiijig  of  my  father's  family.    My  pjtretits  in  ,  , 

man  t<j  euch  othi^r,  but  always  English  to  ua  children,  and  ther^foro  1  ti««ver 
learueil  11 1*^  tit^rmnn. 

We  hiriHl  si  tisuni  au«l  mineil  up  here  in  the  spring  of  ilHiSi,  by  the* way  cif 
lTppf*r  Sanciysky  alunii  Uie  NeRrotown  road,  as  it  wiis  tlien  rall#*t|.     It  ui»s 
not  the  present  Negrohiwn  road,  hut  a  trail  by  that  name  that  wound  iht 
the  woods  in  all  diret*tions.     Anderson's  iind  Crocker's  were  ^1  the  ho,,^^  „ 
between  Mexico  und  Titiiii,  and  they  w^ere  cabins  in  the  woods. 

When  we  arrived  here  and  found  our  land,  we  huatetl  for,  and  f ootid  .a 
suitable  place  to  locate  near  the  bank  of  the  river  in  the  wotwls.  \Vt?  tin- 
liHided  and  the  team  returned,    I   paid  the   nnm  $30  lo  bring  us  tv  ,j 

that  left  me  hut  ^-S,  all  told,  and  here  I  was  with  a  wife,  the  chil  ,. 

dollars,  no  house,  no  team,  nu  neighbor  autl   no  friend  near.     1  t  ta 
forkn,  put  Ihern  into  the  gruinid  in  a  Mpiare»  laid   pok's  across  thetn,  ii 
»«mie  elap-lwuird!^  and  eovered   the  shed,  and   here   we  eampeil    untU  miv 
brother-in-law,  Peter  Hnum.  who  had  marrieil   my  wife'8  sister^  biTpt^tf   xxu* 
cut  »ome  hijfs,  whii'h.  f(U'  want  ot  »  team,  we  t-juTJed  together  at . 
cabin.    For  want  of  other  material  to  make  a  Hoor,  I  Umk  the  bark 
elm  treesi  anil  spreiul  it  ou  tlie  KTunud,  which  answered  vi?ry  well.    Thi 
was  a  spring  on  the  hunk  of  the  river*  near  this  cahln,  and  hen*  w<*  llri 
two  years,  when  1  Imilt  a  U^tter  log  houj*e  and  moved  bito  it,    Thi*n^  wnic 
not  a  stick  cut  on  this  land  nor  in  the  woods  for  mi  lea  around.    Thent  wdt^ 
neither  roskls  nor  bridge.H,    When  1  was  a  boy  grown  up*  my  father  mavvil 
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with  bis  family  lo  Perry  county,  where  I  waa  married,  Fr(»m  thew  I  mme 
here.  We  had  n  couple  of  rows,  anil  after  »triig^?liiig  aJong  during thiil  sum- 
mer, fall  and  winter  as  best  we  eould,  my  father  hmught  U»  me  a  yoke  of 
oxen  the  follawinjf  spring.  This  was  a  sortuf  GiKl-send  and  1  hegan  tu  Uike 
ei>iu'age.  Some  time  afterwards  I  went  t^ack  to  pprry  county  and  brought 
home  a  young  brmid  mare  I  had  left  there,  My  father  brought  me  Hour 
twice,  which  kev>t  us  from  starving,  and  some  of  the  other  startlers  alsio. 
Wlien  they  found  out  that  we  had  Hour,  they  came  ftir  neveral  miles  arouiid 
to  IwuTow  some,  to  he  paid  hack  some  time  in  kind.  We  had  gootl  Hour,  but 
some  who  rcturueti  lloiir  brought  a  very  iuferior  article.  Foncatinons  never 
brought  theirs  back  until  two  years  afterwards,  and  othf^rs  never  made  re- 
turn at  all.  Then  tiie  chithes  I  brought  with  me  were  worn  out,  and  how  t« 
get  others  I  did  not  know%  I  killed  two  large  bucks  and  t<:»ok  the  skins  to 
the  3kIohawk  squaws,  on  the  Van  Meter  section,  who  tiuint^d  them  for  me. 
I  paid  them  for  it  with  a  fe^v  pounds  of  flour.  I  cut  a  pair  of  panta  out  o? 
these  skins  and  my  wife  helped  me  sew  them.  For  three  yeara  I  wore  these 
every  day,  and  they  were  the  most  serviceable  pants  I  ever  had.  I  got  Jacob 
-Prkse  to  tan  a  skin  also,  out  of  which  we  made  a  pair  of  pants  for  Samuel 
Grelle,  Imt  whenever  they  got  wet  and  dry  again,  they  Iweame  as  stiff  as 
boards.  Price  did  not  understand  tanning  deer  skins  a«f  well  as  the  Mohawk 
squaws. 

When  James  Aiken  came  here,  he  was  a  single  man.  William  Anderson 
eame  here  also  about  the  time  w«  did,  and  Aiken  married  Anderson's 
daughter.  They  lived  on  the  Xegrotown  road.  Aiken  was  a  A'^irginian, 
but  lived  at  Delaware  »  short  time  before  he  came  here-  He  was  here  when 
I  came,    Andersorv's  laud  joined  mine  on  the  esist. 

The  lirst  wheat  I  raised  I  took  to  Moore's  mill,  near  Lower  Sandusky  to 
get  it  ground.  We  all  took  .sick  and  hati  a  grsat  deal  of  trouble  with  tlie 
diseas^is  incident  to  life  in  the  forest. 

Soon  after  my  arrival  here  I  l>ecame  acquainted  uith  Hard  Hickory,  of 
the  Seueeas.  He  was  a  very  intelligent  Indian  and  spoke  English  very 
phiinly.    He  prideil  himself  on  his  Frencii  blood. 

They  camped  near  our  Iiortsc,  iitid  hronghl  their  camp  Cfpupago  with  tliem 
in  tiicir  canoes.  One  night  Hard  Hickory  and  another  Indian  killed  two 
(leers  near  my  house.  The  Indians  fixed  a  candle  over  their  heads  in  the 
eanoes.  and  while  the  deers  were  feeding  on  the  tender  grass  in  the  river, 
they  woidd  look  at  the  light,  while  the  Indimis, sitting  in  the  dark  l»eneath, 
could  row  almost  up  to  them  and  kill  them.  They  put  two  forks  into  the 
ground  ami  a  pole  across  them  about  four  feet  up.  The  meat  was  cut  int<» 
pieces,  laid  on  this  jwleand  dried  by  h  fire  made  beneath.  The  meat  was 
salted  a  little  beftue  it  was  dried,  and  when  thus  well  cured,  it  was  put  into 
a  sipiare  pack,  the  skin  of  the  deer  wrapped  around  it  and  tied  with  strings 
of  raw  hide.  A  crooked  stick  was  fastened  on  the  back  of  a  pony  and  a 
pack  of  this  dried  venison,  i'alle<i  '*  jerk,"  fastened  tf»  each  end,  to  he  taken 
home.  This  drying  and  packing  anrl  cutting  up  of  the  meat  was  all  done  by 
a  squaw\ 

One  time  when  Hickory  camped  here,  and  before  I  had  a  team,  I  borrowed 
one  I tf  his  ponies  to  go  to  Titlin  for  ;t  Italf  hushel  of  sfdt.  He  was  always 
kind  to  me*    There  was  also  a  Taway  Indian  tlirough  here  occasionally  they 
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calk*<1  Piimi^kin.  Ho  wits  the  iViggf^i^t  Indiiin  I  ever  aaw,  and  the  n%fmi  salv- 
age looking.  Evprylkwiy,  exen  Mie  otliPt  Indians  were  Afraid  of  lilm,  Hr 
waa  fully  six  feet  high,  had  a  ghirin^'  look,  showetl  Ids  leetb  very  murli  And 
lie  must  have  weiijhed  fully  two  hundred  pounds. 

Somewhen^  down  about  Cold  creek  u  white  man  by  the  tiame  of  Snow*  hud 
his  oahin.    One  time,  in  the  absence  of  Snow,  Pumpkin  came  into  the  ' 
and  killed  Mrs.  Snow.     He  t!u*n  cut  her  oppu  and  took  out  of  lier  u 
full  grown  hiih^,  Htuck  it  on  a  stick  and  roasted  it  over  the  lire  in  r  ^^ 

The  wijite  neigh boi^  gave  the  alarm  and  the  Senecas  cau)?ht  Pun  .iil 

tirought  him  to  Snow,  telling  him  that  he  nhonld  kill  him  or  dii  anything 
else  he  pleased  with  him.  Mr.  Snow,  feairlng  the  conscquenees,  U^{  Piiiiip- 
kit)  nm.  Soon  after  that,  Pumpkin  stole  a  corn  hoe  from  my  neJ|;hlM)r, 
Aiken.  Aiken  tohl  Pumpkin  to  leave  the  couiitry  and  never  fibow  hia  fa<i* 
again.  It  was  not  long  after  that,  whf*n  Pumpkin  got  into  a  fi^lit  with  41 
Wyandot  and  killed  him.  They  made  him  sit  on  a  log.  when  dome  six  0I 
them  plunged  their  tomahawks  into  his  brain. 

Joseph  Foncannon,  two  of  his  brothers  and  his  father,  settleil  luiAr  Iti^ 
mouth  of  Honey  creek,  in  Eden.  Josepli  was  married,  Ffis  wiff?  whhh 
Pocjrman.    Peter  Lott,  David  Foght  and   Frederick  Wagmn' als..  q 

soon.     Peter  Baum  settled  near  Mexico,     lie  moved  to  Missouri  a]  ^^^ 

where  he  and  his  wife  both  died.    I5aum  was  never  satisrted  anywhi^***. 

We  raised  hempand  Max  antl  spun  and  wove  tow-linen.  Many  n  co!.?  dnv  { 
chopi>ed  in  the  woods  all  day  in  tow-linen  pants,  my  bare  feet  in  ,n 

(»f  water  and  ice.  Sometimes  the  ice  packed  around  my  feet  so  t^...  ._.4t 
when  I  came  inl^i  the  liouse  I  had  U*  htfhl  them  to  the  fire  a  whf ti^  liefVin*  I 
could  get  them  i^tf:  but  I  never  had  my  feet  fnr/.en.  I  often  hiu\  to  ^o  Ui 
Titfin  on  cold  days  in  winter  with  tow-linen  pants  on.  We  lived  var>'  ftn^ 
after  w^e  coiUd  raise  sheep  and  have  the  whole  family  dre^ed  in  JUtinktrv- 
woolsey. 

One  time  my  father  j>aid  us  a  visit,  and  when  he  sUirted  back  my  nifi* 
gave  him  a  loaf  of  bread  to  take  along  on  the  road.  He  met  a  maji  on  rim 
road  near  tapper  Sandusky,  who  was  nearly  star\^e<l.     He  had  ta^  ^ 

mouthful  of  bread  fur  three  weeks,  and  liiwl  livetl  on  boiled  nettle«  ..  ^^ 

He  ba<l  a  little  hut  near  the  road. 

ANTON    KOENIGSAMEN 

Was  born  June  26lh,  1796,  in  Dreyson,  in  the  Palatinate  of  Bavaria. 
On  the  26th  of  January,  1816,  he  was  married  to  Margaret  Eauih,  of 
Boerstadt,  in  the  Palatinate  aho.  She  was  born  July  aStb,  1796,  They 
settled  in  this  town  of  Boerstadt,  where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  cab- 
inet maker,  until  he  moved  with  his  family,  then  embracing  six  children, 
to  America.  He  landed  in  New  York  in  the  fore  part  of  October,  iUti 
after  a  short  voyage  of  thirty  two  days,  and  soon  after  located  in  Tl\r 
burgi  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  working  at  his  trade 

My   old   friend   Martin  Kingseed    was  noticed   under  the    iicati 
Fostoria,  in  chapter  xxxvit.     He  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  family,   and 
was  born  November  19  th,  1817.     The  other  five  were  CathariQCp  Peter ^ 
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Christian,  Magdalena  and  Margaret.  From  Berks  county  Mr.  Koenigsa- 
men,  in  April,  1833,  moved  to  Pine  Grove,  in  Schuylkill  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  he  located  on  a  farm  and  undertook  farming.  The 
mountains  and  the  stony  fields  were  not  congenial  to  him,  and  in  1834 
he  sold  out  and  came  to  Ohio  by  wagons. 

After  a  journey  of  six  weeks  he  reached  Tiffin,  on  the  18th  of  June, 
1834.  Here  he  stayed  a  few  weeks,  and  bought  ninety-four  acres  of 
land  six  miles  south  of  Tiffin,  on  the  Sandusky  river,  in  section  fourteen. 

Here  he  opened  up  a  farm,  the  land  being  alltn  the  woods.  He  had 
but  few  neighbors.  William  Hitt  joined  on  the  east  of  him,  Richard 
Connor  on  the  north,  Benjamin  Peck  on  the  west,  and  the  Sandusky 
river  on  the  south.  Across  the  river  lived  Alex.  Bowland  and  William 
McCormack. 

Starting  here  in  the  woods  he  experienced  all  the  hardships  of 
foreigners  who  had  no  practical  knowledge  of  clearing  land,  for  this  was 
a  peculiarly  American  science.  Farmers  in  Europe  are  not  compelled 
to  remove  the  forest  in  ordrfr  to  make  a  farm.  The  first  year  is  gen- 
erally the  hardest,  because  while  you  are  not  able  to  raise  anything,  you 
are  compelled  to  buy  all  you  need,  and  live  out  of  pocket.  So  with 
Mr.  Koenigsamen,  but  the  next  year  he  had  cleared  ten  acres  and  began 
to  raise  provisions.  Mr.  Koenigsamen  speaks  very  feelingly  of  the 
kindness  of  his  old  neighbors  in  assisting  him  with  everything  needful 
until  he  got  a  better  start  in  the  world.  The  readiness  and  willingness 
with  which  neighbors  would  come  to  a  raising  or  logging  has  frequently 
been  mentioned.  So  here.  Help  was  never  refused.  Now  the  open- 
ing grew  larger,  and  grain  was  being  raised  in  abundance.  Everything 
prospered,  and  the  family  were  happy  until,  on  the  19th  of  May,  1842, 
Mrs.  Koenigsamen  died,  a  few  days  after  giving  birth  to  her  tenth  child. 
The  babe  died  six  weeks  thereafter. 

Five  years  later,  in  1847,  Mr.  Koenigsamen  was  again  married,  to 
Catharine  Bauer,  of  this  township,  with  whom  he  had  three  children, 
Joseph,  Emelia  and  Catharine. 

On  the  26th  day  of  October,  1862,  his  second  wife  also  died.  The 
elder  daughters  then  took  charge  of  the  household,  and  the  youngest, 
Emelia,  is  now  the  matron  of  the  homestead. 

For  several  years  past  his  oldest  son,  Martin,  has  been  in^he  habit 
of  arranging  surprise  parties  at  the  old  homestead  upon  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  old  gentleman's  birthday,  when  all  the  children  would  meet 
there,  with  their  wives,  husbands  and  children,  and  have  a  good 
time  all  around.  They  had  another  big  time  there  again  this  year, 
when  they  celebrated  his  eighty-fourth  birthday,  showing  him  all  honor* 
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and  filial  afTection  possible,  and  gladdening  the  evening  of  his  life  with 
renewed  assurances  of  their  love  and  devotion. 

Mr.  Koenigsamen  is  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health,  and  rather 
robust  for  his  age.  He  enjoys  his  old  pipe  and  a  good  joke  as  much  as 
ever,  and  promises  fair  to  so  continue  for  many  years  yet  to  come.  His 
son  Anthony  lives  with  him,  and  has  charge  of  the  farm. 


CHAPTER  XLII, 

THOMPSON  TOWNSHIP. 


T.    3,   N.    R.    17    E. 

THE  name  of  this  good  old  township  is  especially  dear  to  the  writer, 
for  among  its  best  men  and  prominent  citizens  many  years  ago, 
he  counted  many  true  and  devoted  friends.  Its  early  settlement  and 
organization,  etc..  have  already  been  mentioned,  and  it  remains  only 
to  refer  to  several  subjects  not  previously  touched  upon. 

The  first  township  election  was  held  on  the  6th  day  of  May,  1820, 
at  the  house  of  Joseph  Parmenter. 

Among  the  first  settlers  in  the  township  were  William  and  Nathan 
Whitney,  Joseph  Parmenter,  H.  Purdy,  David  Underbill,  James  Whit- 
more,  James  Underbill,  Eli  Whitney,  Jasper  Underbill,  Benjamin  Clark, 
Solomon  Dimick,  Be]:\jamin  Murray  and  A.  H.  Twiss,  most  of  whom  the 
writer  well  knew.  They  are  all  dead  but  Jasper  Whitney,  of  whom 
mention  will  be  made  hereafter. 

There  were  several  squatters  upon  the  openings  in  Thompson,  who, 
owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water  at  that  time,  left  the  country. 

In  1830  the  population  of  the  township  was  362;  in  1840  it  was  1,404, 
and  has  increased  to  about  1,900  now. 

The  face  of  the  country  is  beautifully  undulating  and  the  soil  remark- 
ably rich  and  fertile.  The  very  many  improvements  all  over  the  town- 
ship, the  large  barns,  splendid  farm  houses  and  excellent  stock,  indi- 
cate comfort  and  wealth,  industry,  economy  and  intelligence.  The 
German  element  predominates  very  largely,  both  in  the  old  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  European  stock.  There  is  a  large  settlement  of  German 
Catholics  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  township,  where  they  have 
a  splendid  church  and  a  nunnery,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Precious 
Blood  Society,  mentioned  in  the  chapter  on  Big  Spring  township. 
These  German  Catholics  were  among  the  first  settlers  in  that  part  of  the 
township  and  had  organized  a  society  as  early  as  1832-3.  Among 
those  early  pioneers  I  will  mention  Anthony  Krupp,  John  Host,  Michael 
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Reinbart,  John  Glassner,  Anthony 

Franz  Hen»  David  Umlor,  Peters  Schoendorf  and  John  Gerhartstt 

Among  the  prominent  men  of  later  years  may  be  mentioned  Jacob 
and  John  Bann,  Samuel  Stewart,  Jacob  and  Peter  Karn,  John  Royer, 
John  Decker,  Daniel  Close,  M.  Good,  John  Meter,  Peter  Dewah*  aod 
others;  also  the  Schochs,  the  Douglas's  the  Manleys,  the  Purdys,  the 
Murrays,  the  Bloomers,  John  Hobbes,  Elder  Jackson  and  others. 

The  soil  in  Thompson,  as  elsewhere  in  the  county,  is  drifts  resting 
upon  a  sub-stratum  of  loose,  shaley  limestone,  which  is  full  of  6sstrres^ 
forming  numerous  sink-holes,  which  are  found  all  over  the  tovmshifi 
A  little  stream  called  Sink  creek  runs  into  one  of  these,  where  it  dh 
appears.  Many  years  ago  a  saw  mill  was  erected  upon  this  streajn. 
with  sufficient  water  to  run  it  about  three  months  In  the  year.  There 
is  a  similar  creek  with  a  small  saw  mill  a  little  west  of  this.  Whenever 
there  is  a  heavy  or  continuous  rain,  these  sink-holes  overflow,  doing  a 
good  deal  of  damage  sometimes. 

The  greatest  natural  curiosity  in  Thompson  is  its  celebrated  CAve. 
The  entrance  to  the  cave  is  near  the  south  end  of  the  east  half  of  the 
northwest  quarter  of  section  onej  on  the  land  once  owned  by   Mosod 
K-inneyt  one  and  one-half  miles  from  Believue,  and  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  Flat  Rock.     The  discovery  of  the  cave  is  generally   atti 
buted  to  George  and  Henry  Hasson.     It  was  probably  first  discovcrc 
by  Lyman  and  Asa  Strong.     It  was  known  as  early  as  the  year  r^i5 
by  the  settlers  on  the  Fire  land,  and  visited  frequently  by  the  htioters 
for  the  purpose  of  killing  rattle  snakes,  which  were  found  here  to  great 
numbers,  and  which  gave  the  name  of  Rattle  Snake's  Den  to  the  cave. 
The  mouth  of  the  cave  is  six    ft^et  long  and  three    feet   wide.      L't 
examining  the  land  in   the  immediate  vicinity,  it  appears  that  abou 
five  acres,  from  some  unknown  cause,  have  sunk  several  feet     Some 
have  conjectured  that  the  limestone  rock  once  rested  upon  a  bed  of 
soap-stone,  which  being  washed  away  in  course  of  time,  left  a  cavitv 
that  swallowed  up  the  whole  mass  above.     There  is  no  doubt  but  thai 
sometime  in  the  world*s  history  a  great  convulsion  has  racked  the  sub- 
stratum here,  for  as  you  descend  the  cavity,  you  find  the  rocks  o;i  one 
side  in  a  horizontal  position^  while  on  the  other  side  they  incline  to 
angle  of  45  ^  . 

Upon  entering  the  cave  a  natural  passage  leads  downwards,  gradu- 
ally in  a  northeasterly  direction.  At  a  depth  of  about  thirty  feet,  tl 
light  from  above  is  obstrncted,  below  which,  darkness  forever  reigni 
unless  driven  away  by  the  torch  of  the  curious  explorer,  who  examines 
wonders  of  this  gloomy  place.     After  a  descent  of  about  forty  feet,  you 
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enter  a  large  cavern,  and  here,  as  the  eye  surveys  the  lofty  ceiling  and 
penetrates  the  recesses  all  around,  the  mind  is  peculiarly  impressed 
with  the  awful  grandeur  and  magnificence  of  the  scene.  Proceeding 
onward,  water  is  observed  dripping  from  the  rocks  above,  which  is 
found,  upon  examination,  to  be  impregnated  with  sulphur  and  not  dis- 
agreeable to  the  taste.  Beneath  are  discovered  the  tracks  of  harmless 
animals  that  roam  about  in  places  inaccessible  to  man;  while  overhead 
bats  are  seen  suspended  from  the  rocks,  apparently  lifeless,  but  when 
brought  to  the  sun.  they  soon  recover,  and  immediately  direct  their 
course  to  the  cave. 

After  a  descent  of  nearly  two  hundred  feet,  the  passage  is  interrupted 
by  a  stream  of  pure  cold  water,  which  is  very  pleasant  to  the  taste,  and 
has  a  slow  current  to  the  northward.'  This  stream  rises  during  the 
wettest  season  of  the  year  about  eighty  feet,  and  again  recedes  upon 
the  recurrence  of  dry  weather.  In  1844,  a  year  remarkable  for  rains, 
the  water  rose  in  the  cave  170  feet,  and  within  thirty  feet  of  the  surface 
of  the  earth.  When  at  its  minimum  height,  the  stream  presents  only  a 
few  feet  of  surface,  but  its  bottom  has  never  been  reached. 

This  cave  is  certainly  an  object  of  interest  to  all  who  admire  the 
works  of  nature  or  delight  in  subterranean  wonders,  and  were  the  rocks 
excavated  around  the  mouth,  so  as  to  render  the  ingress  less  tedious, 
it  would  .doubtless  be  visited  by  thousands. 

I  have  taken  the  foregoing  description  of  the  cave  from  Butterfield, 
and  copy  also  a  communication  signed  "  W.*'  to  the  Sandusky  Clarion 
of  August  17,  1844.  It  is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  subject  that 
the  reader  will  peruse  it  with  interest: 

Messks.  EDiTORi:  I  have  seen  going  the  rounds  of  the  papers,  as  a  ''  Hin- 
gular  phenomena/'  the  flowing  of  the  water  from  a  well  about  eleven  miles 
from  this  place. 

Singular,  I  think  it  is  not,  and  new  I  know  it  not  to  l>e.  Neither  as  rep- 
resented did  it  commence  ''  all  at  once  to  flow,"  for  it  was  known  to  rise 
many  days  before  it  commence<l  to  overflow,  and  had  been  daily  watched. 
Some  days  it  rose  a  little,  and  some  days  it  fell  a  little,  until  the  last  violent 
rain,  when  it  commenced  running  over. 

But  perhaps  you  will  better  understand  the  subject  if  I  give  you  the  result 
of  my  observations,  and  what  I  have  learned  concerning  the  subterranean 
waters  of  that  region,  for  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 

('old  creek,  probably  the  principal  outlet  of  the  water,  rises  in  Margaretta 
township  about  three  and  a  half  miles  from  Sandusky  bjiy  (and  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  fifty  feet  above  Lake  Erie),  into  which  it  flows  in  a  northerly  direc- 
tion, and  in  that  distance  supplies  the  water  for  four  large  flouring  mills. 

The  spring  that  the  creek  flows  from  was  originally  .about  an  acre  in 
ex  Lent,  but  by  damming  it  close  to  the  head,  the  course  of 'the  water  was 
39 
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f;JiaiJS?e<l  under  jfround.  *i(j  as  U>  ilivert  a  ijart  of  it.  which  a^iii  bursts  out  at 
alx^iit  two  huiidrefl  p»<I.s  distant.  fn)m  a  great  depth  in  the  earth,  forming  a 
hill*-  ii\Mmi  ifu  feet  a^-ross.  which  was  afterwards  rmrtially  surrounded  by  a 
cin-iilar  dam.  with  the  intention  of  forcing  the  water  Iwck  to  the  old  creek; 
but  as  thf  water  would  not  run  up  hill,  tlie  dam  wa>  extended  and  a  canal 
duK.  iinitintr  th«-  springs  in  one  level.  The  new  sprint?  i^^  now  aln^ut  1«A*  feet 
ar-ro.^s.  howl-sliai»e<J  and  from  4^>  to  (4)  fi*et  deep,  with  the  water  s«»  dear  that 
a  \H'r:^ni  I'Mikin^  from  a  lM»at  on  its  surface.  <-an  see  small  ubjects  tlcmtint;  at 
tlM'  Uutom.  and  s«-em  ihemselv^'s  to  l>e  lloatinir  in  the  air. 

Tlier»«*  sprincrs  rise  Ic'.s  than  tw<i  miles  ironi  the  Firt-  lands,  whir-b  is  als«> 
oiu'  'ounty  line.  west,  within  which  <Iistance  another  rises,  called  tbe  R<:»ck- 
w^'ll  spr'jii;;,  which  llows  west  into  Sandusky  county,  anil  supplies  water  to 
a  saw  mill. 

The  wat^-r  that  supjdies  thes4'  springs  is  suppi>:>eil  to  come  from  tbe  exten- 
siw  skvamps  and  marshes  that  lie  from  2^  to  :M)  miles  in  a  southern  direction, 
anil  abmit  live  miles  north  of  the  dividing  ridge  that  sepanites  tbe  waters 
llowing  into  tlie  Ohio  river  and  those  tlowing  into  Lake  Erie  at  this  iniint. 
anri  at  rather  a  gradual  elevation  of  aliout  4uo  feet  alM)ve  the  level  of  tbe 
lake. 

From  ('old  creek  to  these  swamps,  there  is  strong  evidence  of  larjre  quan- 
tities of  water  running  under  the  surface  of  the  earth.  The  first  isalNiut 
lifty  rods  from  the  hearl  of  the  creek,  where  the  breaking  out  of  a  few  st<»iies 
at  the  hr)ttom  of  a  small  le<lge.  exiK)sed  a  large  and  tleep  stream  of  water. 
constantly  runninjr.  the  bottom  of  which  caimol  1k»  reached  at  twenty  feet 
in  a  slantijig  direction,  and  the  surface  can  be  seen  ten  feet  wide.  At  an- 
other place,  some  two  miles  south,  water  can  always  be  obtained  by  sinkinjr 
a  bottle  from  40  to  <M)  feet  in  the  crevices  of  the  rock.  Then,  again,  about 
liv«-  mile?>  eolith  of  Cold  creek,  is  a  dishing  prairie,  of  from  one  to  two  Inin- 
dn-d  acre.-,  <»t'  land,  which.  aftiT  a  series  of  rainy  seasons,  lills  by  tbe  water 
risini(  from  its  h(»ttom.  through  the  alluvial  soil  that  forms  the  surfac'e  of 
the  prairie.  Then  alMMit  i»ne  mile  further  south,  is  a  similar  prairie.  fn»ni 
the  south  ."^ide  of  whi<h.  at  about  ten  U'i'X  elevation  from  its  bottom,  is  tin* 
llowinir  well.  The  lirst  acc(»unt  of  the  llowing  of  this  prairie  reaches  hack 
abniit  tweiit\->e\en  \ejirs.  A  mail  who  had  s«*ttled  on  the  north  bank  for 
th<|nirpn>c  of  cultivating  the  lands  below,  which  h«*  found  ready  for  tbe 
pliiw .  was  in  the  niirhl  alarmed  b>  a  loud  report  and  tlu^  shaking  of  tin' 
eai  111.  ami  upon  i^oiiiir  to  the  (lour  of  his  cabin,  he  heard  a  sound  as  of  run- 
niuir  water.  Ipun  ;;oing  tnwanls  the  spot  from  whence  the  sound  pr(»cefd- 
cil.  lie  tnuiiil  the  wat«*r  rusliin;^  fioni  the  surfaccjjf  the  earth  w  itli  tremendous 
for<c.  nn  th«-  south  bank  of  the  jirairie.  in  a  \n|unie  larger  than  a  ho;rsh**ad. 
which  cnritiiiu«'d  to  ll«)W  until  the  |»rairie  was  tilled,  ami  the  water  ran  i>iT 
fioiu  the  uortliea«>t  .^ide  of  the  basin,  .\flcr  this,  the  prairii*  tilled  si-veral 
ilillirciit  Msi^oN^.  throuirh  tlieallu\ia1  soil  on  its  >.ides  and  bottom,  but  not 
alu.i'.s -^ij  a>  to  1  uii  over,  until  almut  twelve  years  ago.  when  the  llowiii:; 
well  ImmnI  out  about  i»o  rods  ea>t  of  the  lirst  one.  After  it  had  cea>ed  ibi\v- 
iiiLT.  a  man  li\  iiiL^  neai  t houirht  tn  follow  the  water  as  il  settled  down,  sn  ;is 
tohavea  well,  it  beiiii;  dilli<Milt  to  lind  water  in  this  nei.irhborhoi>d.  AfK-r 
♦  lil^t^Miig  about  eighteen  feet  in  a  perpeiulicular  direction,  the  course  diveri^eil 
lo  the  westward,  in  a   desct-nding  <IinM'iion.  alnuit  as  much  further:  then 
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fifter  removing  the  nibbish  about  twenty  feet  further  in  a  perpendicular 
direction,  it  was  abandoned  at  a  distance  of  fifty  feet  from  the  surface  of 
the  earth.  Since  that  time  water  could  always  be  found  at  the  bottom  in 
the  spring  of  the  year.  Eight  years  ago  it  overllowed  again,  since  which 
time  tliere  has  occasionally  been  high  water  in  it  during  a  wet  season,  when 
it  filled  the  prairie  to  the  extent  of  about  seventy-five  acres,  floating  off  the 
fences  and  destroying  the  crops.  It  lasted  about  ten  days,  when  it  ceased 
flowing,  and  ran  back,  so  that  the  prairie  was  dry  within  a  week,  notwitli- 
standing  the  bottom  of  the  basin  is  eight  feet  below  where  the  wat(M-  was 
drained  to  the  well,  the  water  settling  away  through  tlie  soil  at  the 
bottom. 

While  the  water  was  at  its  highest  point  at  this  time,  the  family  upon  the 
farm  where  the  ''  flowing  well  "  is  situated,  heard  a  loud  report  in  the  night, 
which  seemed  to  come  from  the  earth,  during  a  thunder  storm.  In  the 
morning  it  was  found  to  have  come  from  the  ''  blowing  out ''  of  another  hole 
about  three-(iuarters  of  a  mile  in  a  northwesterly  direction,  from  which  tlie 
water  was  flowing  in  a  stream  as  large  as  a  hogshead.  Around  all  the  *'  blow 
holes,"  as  they  are  called,  the  broken  limestone  is  scattered  for  many  feet, 
thrown  out  l)y  the  fon^e  of  the  water  when  it  first  burst  out. 

From  this  spot  for  ten  miles  or  more,  towards  the  dividing  ridge,  the  face 
of  the  country  is  indented  in  numerous  places,  with  flowing  prairies,  and 
'•  sink  holes,''  from  a  few  rods  to  many  acres  in  extent.  Many  of  the  '*  sink 
holes"  are  mere  bowl-shaped  depressions  of  the  surface,  occasioned  probably 
during  periods  of  high  water,  by  the  wasting  away  of  the  earth  below,  into 
the  cavernous  region,  through  some  crevice  in  the  compivct  limestone,  imme- 
diately beneath.  I  am  led  to  this  conclusion,  from  the  fact  that  in  some 
places  wells  have  been  dug  into  the  compact  limestone,  that  have  t'urnished 
water,  until  some  dry  season,  when  it  has  become  low,  and  in  blasting  for 
more,  they  have  broken  through  into  the  loose  limestone,  and  lost  what  they 
had. 

Others  of  the  "  sink  holes  "  have  openings  at  tlie  bottom,  through  which 
the  water  rises  in  a  wet  season,  whilst  through  the  bottimi  of  others  the 
surplus  water  from  the  surface  of  the  country  runs  off. 

Advantiiges  have  been  Uiken  of  some  of  these  depressions  to  form  the  pond 
of  a  saw  mill  near  Bellevue,  that  runs  from  two  to  four  months  in  tlm  s])ring 
of  the  year,  carried  by  water  that  is  accumulated  fromthedrainnigof  ji  huge 
tracrt  of  ctountry  above,  which  after  supplying  the  mill,  runs  olT  througli  a 
sink  hole. 

I  think  if  it  were  not  for  the  sink  hole  to  carrv  off  the  water,  in  many 
places  tlic  country  would  be  full  of  ponds  and  swamps  renderinjr  it  un- 
healthy. The  citizens  of  IJelle^ue  have  been  compelled,  this  season,  lor  the 
second  time,  to  drain  a  pond  caused  by  th<!  overflow  of  a  sink-hole. 

About  two  miles,  still  south  of  Hellevue,  there  is  an  opening  into  a  caver- 
nous limestone,  that  can  be  travei-sed  about  two  hundred  feet,  at  the  extremity 
of  which  runs  a  large  stream  of  water,  at  more  than  130  feet  frr)m  the  sur- 
face of  the  earth,  and  this  season  the  cavern  was  filled  to  within  from  twenty 
to  thirty  feet  of  the  surface. 

A  few  miles  still  further  south  is  a  sunken  prairie,  in  the  bottom  of  which 
stands  a  black  walnut  tree  that  holds  a  rail  cut  eighteen  inches  through 
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jimongst  its  brniicht's.  more  than  twenty  feet  from  the  ground,  floated  Uu^r? 
when  the  water  whs  at  that  lieight. 

In  connection  with  the  above  I  will  mention  a  drcuniBtance  thnt  toc>k 
jihice  a  few  years  ago  in  the  region  of  the  sink  holes:  A  man  well  kftowii  tt» 
myseli  had  a  team  of  tliree  yoke  of  t:attl6  plowing  in  the  spring.  When  it 
eammeiice<l  raiiihig  he  stopped  liis  work  and  turrjcd  his  cattle  kiose  in  tlip 
Held,  The  raio  proved  t*)  he  a  lonjj  slorni,  lasting  several  days.  When  it 
held  up  and  the  cattle  were  looked  after,  one  of  them  was  missing,  and  sui*- 
posed  by  the  owner  t<>  have  jumped  the  fence  and  sti^iyed  off,  until  more 
tiian  three  weeks  afterwards^  the  ox  was  fonnd  in  the  lot,  where  he  hiid 
settled  down  tlirongh  the  soil  into  a  crevire  of  a  rock  below,  and  nothing  l*iit 
his  head  and  ahoulders  ont,  lie  was  taken  out  and  lived*  with  no  other  in- 
jni7  than  the  lostJ  of  hair  from  the  buried  part.  Another  ox  was  lost  thre« 
weeks,  and  found  at  the  btjttom  of  a  sink  hole  in  the  wiKKls,  tiie  sides  of 
which  be  had  browsed  clean. 

I  will  further  state  that  when  some  parts  of  the  country  I  have  bfimt  4#^ 
scril^mjjj  were  first  settled » they  w*ere  very  much  infested  with  rati  i  v^ 

whitdi  were  sometimes  found  early  in  the  spring  in  lar^e  numbers  i  n* 

surface  of  the  earth  in  their  torpid  state,  driven  fntm  the  rocks  heluw  hr 
the  risijig  ijf  the  water,  before  the  sun  was  suttieiently  pcnverfail  to  w Ttriti 
them  into  active  life. 

I  have  w  ritten  so  much  more  than  I  hud  intended  when  I  commenc^tHl  that 
I  will  tinish  by  adding,  that  notw^ithstanding  the  immense  quantity  of  water 
in  the  country  atwve.  Cold  Creek  is  never  affected  by  the  risiuK  or  fmUtng  of 
tlie  water  (in  Thompson)  to  the  extent  of  six  inches.    Yours  respectf  tiJly, 

W. 
I  have  thus  copied  at  length  for  the  purpose  of  directing  the  atten- 
tion of  soma  geologist  to   the   investigation   of  the  subject.^    The  old 
notion  that  Cold    creek    is   the   outlet   of  the  subterranean  stream  in 
Thompson,  might  as  well  be  abandoned. 

Esquire  Sherk,  of  Bellevue,  tells  me  that  whenever  the  water  was 
high  in  Thompson  after  a  freshet,  and  running  into  the  sink  holes,  great 
quantities  of  water  came  out  of  the  ground  in  the  southeast  comer  of 
Sandusky  county— York  township,  and  in  Groton  also,  in  Erie  county — 
and  overflowed  great  tracts  of  land  there,  showing  that  Thompson  has 
a  higher  altitude  than  either  of  the  other  places  named.  In  1872  the 
great  **  Royer  ditch  "  was  constructed,  which  now  carries  away  all  the 
surface  water  in  its  vicinity,  and  sinc§  this  time  the  overflowing  In 
York  and  Groton  has  ceased. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1841,  Jonas  Harshberger,  the  surveyort 
platted  a  town  on  sections  eleven  and  twelve,  in  Thompson.  George 
Schock,  Frederick  Harpster  and  Jacob  Komer  were  the  proprietors. 
It  is  a  pleasant  little  village,  but  Bellevue  absorbed  it,  and  checked  itt 
growth.  The  town  was  named  Lewis vi lie,  but  the  name  of  its  postofllce 
is  Flat  Rock,  and  the  name   of  the   town  is  heard   but  seldom.     The 
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country  about  the  town  is  rich  and  beautiful.  Two  of  the  proprietors, 
Harpster  and  Korner,  have  gone  to  their  long  homes.  Mr.  Schock  is 
still  living. 

.  The  Orphans'  Home,  under  the  care  of  the  Evangelical  church,  is 
situated  here,  and  under  the  care  of  its  present  gentlemanly  and  intelli- 
gent superintendent,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dresbach,  will  do  great  good,  as  it 
has  already  established  a  reputation  for  itself,  to  the  honor  of  the 
church  and  the  county  alike. 

Thompsontown  was  surveyed  and  platted  on  the  corners  of  sections 
fourteen  and  fifteen  and  twenty-two  and  twenty-three,  on  the  r4th  day 
of  November,  1840.  William  McCauley,  Abraham  Sherk  and  Samuel 
Sherk  were  the  proprietors.  The  survey  was  made  in  the  same  month 
when  General  Harrison  was  elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
Th;^t  ended  the  "  hard  cider "  campaign,  but  it  was  no  reason  why 
Thompsontown  never  prospered. 

JAJiPER  WHITNEY 

Was  one  of  the  early  settlers  in  Thompson.  He  and  old  father  Royer 
are,  perhaps,  the  only  survivors  of  that  class  of  pioneers.  Mr.  Royer 
still  resides  in  Thompson,  but  Mr.  Underbill  lives  in  Wood  county  as  I 
am  informed. 

It  is  said  that  many  years  ago  Mr.  Whitney,  while  living  in  Thomp- 
son, near  Nathan  Whitney,  was  taken  sick  very  suddenly  and,  after  a 
short  illness,  died  and  was  laid  out  on  a  cooling-board.  The  neighbors 
rendered  every  assistance  possible  and  the  doctor  assured  them  all  that 
Mr.  Whitney  was  dead.  A  coffin  was  made  and  brought  to  the  house 
and  preparations  made  for  the  burial.  Mrs.  Whitney  could  not  per- 
suade herself  to  believe  that  her  husband  was  dead,  and  the  funeral  was 
put  off  to  an  indefinite  time.  A  consultation  of  physicians  was  held  at 
the  house  and  no  trace  of  life  could  be  discovered.  The  doctors, 
neighbors  and  all,  tried  to  prevail  on  Mrs.  Whitney  to  let  the  funeral 
take  place,  but  she  was  unmoved  and  insisted  that  her  husband  was  not 
dead.  Some  people  now  began  to  doubt  whether  she  had  her  right  mind, 
and  matters  began  to  look  serious  as  to  her.  She  cared  but  little,  how- 
ever, about  the  gossip  of  the  neighbors,  but  kept  her  sleepless  watch  by 
the  side  of  her  dead  husband,  occasionally  applying  restoratives.  In 
the  forenoon  of  the  ninth  day  she  discovered  signs  of  life,  and  in  a  short 
time  she  succeeded  in  bringing  Mr.  Whitney  to  life. 

With  prompt  medical  aid  and  good  nursing,  he  was  restored  to  good, 
vigorous  health  in  a  short  time.  He  heard,  while  lying  in  this  trance, 
everything  that  was  said  near  him,  and  when  he  recovered  sulficiently 
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to  express  himself,  he  said  a  great  many  ugly  things  of  those  who  want- 
ed to  bury  him  alive. 

The  undertaker  refused  to  tak^  the  coffin  back,  and  the  family  put  it 
up  into  the  loft  of  the  cabin,  where  for  many  years  thereafter,  it  was 
used  to  keep  dried  apples  in.  Several  years  thereafter  the  father  of 
Mr.  Whitney  died  and  was  buried  in  the  same  coffin.  His  name  was 
Gunworth. 

Mr.  Whitney  is  still  living  near,  and  west  of,  Woodville,  in  Wood 
county,  Ohio. 

The  father  of  my  old  friend,  Samuel  Horner,  lived  on  a  farm  about 
one  mile  east  of  Flat  Rock,  which  had  a  little  spring  on  it.  All  the 
neighbors  came  there  for  water,  and  kept  the  spring  in  bad  condition. 
Mr.  Horner  thereupon  made  up  his  mind  to  have  a  well  for  his  own 
family  use,  and  dug  down  some  six  feet,  when  he  came  upon  a  rock. 
He  took  a  crow-bar  and  struck  the  rock,  when  a  stream  of  water  burst 
up  that  overflowed  the  well  and  formed  a  constantly  running  stream. 
Mr.  John  Burman  lives  on  the  farm  now. 
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WHEN,  on  the  ist  day  of  June,  1829,  Ezra  Gilbert  presented  a 
petition  to  the  county  commissioners  from  the  citizens  of 
this  township,  praying  for  its  organization  into  a  legal  township,  to  be 
known  by  its  present  name,  they  and  he  had  very  small  hope  that  by 
this  time  it  would  be  the  rich  and  beautiful  township  it  is.  The  prayer 
was  granted,  and  the  first  election  took  place  on  the  13th  of  June  in 
that  year. 

The  following  ticket  was  then  elected,  viz  : 

Township  Clerk— Philip  E.  Bronson. 

Trustees— Tliomas  West,  Ezra  Gilbert,  Moses  Smith. 

Treasurer— James  Ilalsted. 

Overseers  of  the  P(K)r— Henry  Speaker,  P:iisha  Fair. 

Fence  A^iewers— Cornelius  Gilmore,  Ezra  Gilbert. 

Constable— Warren  Blakesley. 

In  addition  to  these  officers  there  were  also  among  the  early  settlers: 
Governeur  Edwards,  John  Woollet,  David  Kemp,  Jacob  Cook,  Andrew 
Moore,  William  McPherson,  Johnson  Ford,  Philip  Muck,  James 
McKibben.     Mr.  Ford  and  Mr.  McIMierson  are  living  at  this  writing. 

In  1840  Venice  had  a  population  of  1,222;  in  1870  it  had  increased 
to  1,781,  and  in  1880  to  2,231. 

Its  soil  is  excellent,  and  it  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  great  agricultural 
wealth.  Of  late  years  such  farmers  as  George  Ringle,  Thomas  Ben- 
nett, David  Ringle,  Samuel  Shade,  James  D.  Stevens,  John  McKibben, 
Henry  Meyer,  Z.  Bretz,  the  Sourwines,  the  F^abolts,  the  Steigmeyers 
and  others  added  greatly  towards  its  development. 

Venice  has  two  towns — Attica  and  Caroline.  The  former  has,  to  a 
great  extent,  absorbed  the  latter,  especially  since  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio 
railroad  has  a  station  near  Attica  Both  towns  are  situate  on  the  old 
Columbus  and  Sandusky  turnpike,  which  at  one  time  promised  to  be- 
come   macadamized,  and  be  a  general  north  and  south  thoroughfare. 
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Colonel  Kilbourn,  who  has  been  often  mentioned  as  one  of  the  pioneer 
surveyors  here,  on  the  28th  day  of  February,  1828,  surveyed  and  platted 
Caroline,  on  sections  ten  and  eleven,  and  named  it  after  a  daughter  of 
Cornelius  Gilmore,  the  first  settler  in  the  town  and  one  pf  the  proprie- 
tors; Hector  Kilbourn  and  Byron  Kilbourn  being  the  others. 

Andrew  Moore  settled  in  this  town  in  1830,  on  the  first  day  of  April, 
and  resided  there  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  6th 
of  August,  1846.  (His  widow  died  at  this  writing.)  He  was  county 
commissioner  one  time,  and  a  most  excellent  citizen.  James  McKibben 
located  here  on  the  17th  of  June,  1830.  There  were  butfifteen  families 
in  Venice  at  that  time. 

On  the  ist  day  of  May,  1833,  William  Miller  and  Samuel  Miller,  two 
brothers,  from  Pennsylvania,  laid  out  Attica.  David  Risdon  was  the 
surveyor.  The  name  was  derived  from  the  postoffice  by  that  name. 
which  had  been  located  there  before  the  survey  of  the  town.  Ezra 
Gilbert  named  the  postoffice  after  the  town  in  New  York,  where  he 
formerly  resided.  Mr.  Gilbert  kept  the  first  public  house  here,  and 
Nathan  Merriman  kept  the  first  store.  In  1836  Attica  contained  twen- 
ty dwellings  already,  and  a  population  of  one  hundred.  In  1840  it  had 
eighteen  more.  It  is  now  a  very  lively  country  town,  and  has  a  fine 
trade.  .\  lawyer,  Mr.  Lester  Sutton,  is  located  here,  and  some  six 
physicians.  The  Attica  Journal  is  a  very  readable  weekly  news]>aper. 
and  very  ably  edited  by  my  old  friend  Dr.  J.  C.  Myers.  The  rich  farm- 
ing rommunity  surrounding  Attica  will  always  make  the  town  a  good 
trading  post.  The  town  has  a  splendid  school  house,  a  healthy  situa- 
tion and  a  good  moral  community  of  intelligent  people. 

At  the  centennial  4th  t)f  July  celebration  in  Attica  (1876)  my  vener- 
able old  friend  Mr.  Johnson  Kord,  had  read  to  the  assembled  multitude 
an  abstract  history  of  this  townshij),  which  my  friend  Dr.  Myers  was  so 
kind  as  to  place  at  my  disposal,  and  from  which  I  quote.  It  was  ablv 
])rei>arcd  by  his  son. 

Attica,  December  ifi*,  \Xt\\ 

Dkak  Sik:  I  send  you  the  liistory  of  \^enire  township  and  Attira.  as 
prepanMl  for  the  rel«'bratioii  of  the  4th  of  July.  I.s7<».  If  vou  lind  any  nialtiM" 
to  helj)  you  in  your  history,  I  sliall  feel  amply  rewarded.  My  best  wishes 
for  your  success.  J.  ('.  MYKKS 

N.  P>. — it  should  be  mentioned  here  that  the  address  as  delivcretl 
was  prepared  by  Mr.  H.  J.  Ford,  but  I  will  insist  that  uncle  Johnson 
Ford  furnished  much  of  the  material. 
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A    CENTENNIAL    HI8T0KY    OF    VENICE    TOWNSHIP    AND  THE  VILLAGE  OK 

A'lTICA. 

Arranged  and  written  by  H.  J.  Ford,  and  delivered  at  the  celebration  In  Attica  Jnly  4, 

Ih70. 

For  the  iiJimes,  dates,  ami  all  fiiots  pertaining  to  the  earliest  record  of  the 
then  new  townsliip  of  Venice,  I  am  indebtiHl  to  the  two  veteran  pioneers. 
Father  MePherson  and  Father  Ford,  wliose  heads,  whitened  by  tlie  frosts  of 
more  than  four  score  years,  are  permitted  to  sit  to-<lay  on  this  platform. 
(Still  living  at  this  writing,  May  28th,  1880.) 

All  honor  to  them  and  the  other  pioneers,  to  whose  perseverance,  priva- 
tions and  self-denial  we  to-day  are  blessed  with  a  home  in  as  beautiful,  pro- 
ductive and  wealthy  a  township  as  any  in  the  grand  old  state  of  Ohio. 

LtH)king  over  our  ricrh  rolling  farms,  it  is  hard  to  realize  that  only  fifty 
years  ago  these  same  fields  were  an  extended  and  unbroken  forest.  In  the 
memories  of  the  few  whose  silvered  heads  appear  among  us  to-day,  those 
scenes  are  distinct  and  real  still,  while  we,  the  younger  generation,  must  re- 
sort to  fancy  to  catch  a  view. 

I  wish  it  were  possible  to  portray  the  dark  forest,  the  roving  Indians,  tlie 
howling  wild  l)easts,  the  pioneer  hardships  met  and  endured  by  our  fathers, 
and  make,  the  impression  go  with  us  through  life,  so  tliat  we  might  be 
taught  thereby  to  respect  with  a  proper  degree  of  veneration  the  gray  hairs 
of  the  few  who  remain. 

A  fact  in  the  history  of  this  township  should  not  be  overlooked  in  refer- 
ence to  the  (Columbus  and  Sandusky  turnpike.  Each  alternate  section  of 
lantl  was  granted  by  the  legislature  of  the  sUvte  to  a  company  as  an  induce- 
ment to  undertake  its  construction.  Colonel  James  Kilbourn,  of  Wor- 
thington,  Ohio,  in  1827,  was  employed  by  the  company  to  survey  and  kM*ate 
this  road.  In  the  same  year  Cornelius  Gilmore  built  for  himself  a  cabin  on 
the  south  bank  of  Honey  creek,  where  the  residence  of  O.  J.  MePherson 
now  stands,  and  he  was  thus  the  fii*st  settler  in  Venice  township.  Heing  a 
blacksmith  by  trade,  his  ser\ices  were  recpiired  by  customers  far  and  n(»ar. 
Ezra  (rilbert  settled  here  in  182!).  In  August,  1828,  Samuel  IIalst(Hl  built  a 
cabin  house  on  the  present  site  of  liininger  and  Silcox's  store.  In  September 
of  the  same  year  Johnson  Ford  moved  into  his  cabin,  erected  where  the  res- 
idence of  Dr.  Barber  now  stands.  In  Octol>er,  the  same  year,  Thomas  West 
built  east  of  the  pike,  near  Honey  creek.  In  November  William  MePherson 
built  his  house  in  the  center  of  the  township,  and  in  December  Elisha  Fair 
settled  on  the  site  of  L.  O.  Green's  present  residence. 

In  the  month  of  November,  1828,  at  the  instance  of  Ezra  Gilbert,  a  petition 
was  presented  to  the  commissioners  of  the  county,  asking  for  a  rr>j«l  com- 
menciing  at  the  township  line  road,  two  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Attica, 
and  running  diagonally  to  the  south  of  east,  to  intersect  the  road  leading  to 
New  Haven,  near  the  Huron  county  line,  three  and  one-half  miles  east  of 
Attica.  The  petition  was  granted,  and  David  Risdon,  tlie  county  surveyor, 
located  the  road,  and  immediately  Samuel  Ilalsted,  Ezra  Gilbert  and  John- 
son Ford  took  their  axes, and  in  six  days  they  underbruslied  the  wiiole  line, 
tiiking  their  dinners  with  them,  and  returning  home  at  night  to  enjoy  their 
frugal  suppers  of  com  bread  and  crust  coffee.    Thus  these  pioneers,  looking 


6jS 


HISTORY    OF    SKNECA    COUNTY, 


Hlwiul  Ui  tlie  I'lituR^.  ^ve  US  these  Impoitantcroas-rorids,  which  proved  thif 
uurleuii  of  oar  fail'  village. 

Ezra  (til lierl,  early  in  the  spring?  of  1829.  erected  a  cabin  on  tltts  comer 
wh**re  Foi\l  ami  StraiuiU'r'H  hartlware  ^Unv  now  fitniids.  aud  oiHinef]  a  |>i|btBC 
t^ivc'vn,  Sliiirlly  tlinreafUn-,  Xatliaii  Merrimmi,  from  Bucyrus,  opened  out  a 
dttiall  storkof  ilrv  ij;onils  and  grocenes  in  a  log  Imildiiigoii  S.  A,  niiigle'^ 
corner. 

On  the  19th  of  Marcb,  iH3K  Esther,  the  wife  of  Johnaoii  Portl,  clit-ff   Iv-nr- 
iii»^  her  Inisband  alone  to  hm  sorrow.    A  neighbor  went  t^  Repiil'^ 
in  the  pn^paratiou  of  a  cherry  eollin.    At  the  funeral  the  remaiui>  \ 
on  a  rude  sltnl  tirawn  by  oxen,    Samuel   Ilabted  drove  the  teum  and   KsLca 
Gilbert  walked  l»y  the  side  of  the  lone  hns^band  eight  miles,  to  the  ceine^Um' 
iii  Seipio  t(iwnship.     It  had  bi^en  arranged  that  a  funeral  di^roiirse  ^ior|](] 
l>e  preaehed  at  the  hcnise  t)f  Ethan  Smitli,  near  the  plar**  of  hiiriat,  nr^*^  **  * 
setthns  gathered  there,  but  no  minisiter  came,  and  without  so  tun i 
Chmtian  prayer,  the  body  was  put  to  rest.    The  pioneer  returned  to  Inn  i*,uv 
cabin,  and  although  nearly  a  half  century  has  piissed  away,  he  is  with  119 
here  to-day, 

Tht*  second  death  was  a  child  of  Samuel  Kalsted,  Mr.  Ford  donsiUnl  so 
acre  in  the  <*f'ntpr  of  liis  farm  for  a  burial  place,  and  cleareil  the  siinie.  Th# 
remaiuiii  of  a  child  of  Philip  Muck  Wkis  the  tirst  interment  there  iiihI  tJie  thtnl 
death. 

During  1829  the  following  persons  settled  here ;  Nathan  Merrinittm 
Governeur  Edward?i.  Philip  Muck.  John  Armatage.  Jacob  Cook,  IfetiiT 
Speaker,  Jr.,  Jameis  \V!llonghV>y,  David  Roop,  David  Kemp,  John  Woolet, 
Samuel  Woolet,  Samuel  rroxlon  and  Jollier  Billings,  Men  were  lUao  «»• 
ployed  on  the  turnpike. 

On  the  Ist  day  of  June,  1H29,  thistiiwnship  was  a  part  of  Bloom,  ajid  tlitt 
three  qua  I  hied  voters  residing  hert  went  to  the  polb  of  Blo<im  tow  n-ship  tai 
cant  their  votes  for  John  i^uincy  Adams,  opjuming  candidate  to  Andrew 
Jackb^on  in  the  autumn  of  1828. 

On  the  ^;une  day  E/ra  (iilbert  presentetl  a  petition  to  the  eoiuity  commltt" 
8io!K*rs  for  the  organization  of  this  township  as  originally  surveyfiL  llhe 
niune  was  suggested  Ijy  Johnson  Ftird.  I>eing  the  name  of  the  townsliip  In 
Cayuga  county,  N.  V.,  from  whence  became* 

It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note  that  up  to  1H40  no  township  ottleer  fnad« 
chai'ge  for  his  services.    The  t>ostoilire  at  Caroline  was  taken  away  hx 
more,  and  the  government  refused  to  make  other  appointments  for  C^ 
Then  the  Attica  postolllce  Wiis  estal>liahed, 

Frttm  this  time  forward  the  settlement  of  the  ttjwnship  unci  virUiire 
rapitl.     In  1830  or  ls;il  Jacob  ?^ewkirk,  from  the  state  of  New  York,  er 
the  lirst  frame  house  in   the  to\viiship,  on   the  present  sit*^  of  F.  H.  8t«*i 
meyer's  store.    Many  of  ns  remember  the  oM  Hutldleson  house.     It  Wiiji  nt» 
moved  only  six  years  since,  when  it  was  the  property  of  David  Ayrf^*i, 

'i'be  hrst  saw-mill  in  Venice  township  was  erected  by  Henry  SiM*.*\ke'r  *^^ 
abiiut  the  >ear  IKHl,  on  his  farm,  lietween  Attica  and  (*arohne.     T'  y^ 

power  was  a  yoke  of  oxen  atid  an  extra  steer  in  a  tread- wi»et*l.     l\  ^^^^ 

wanls  converleil  by  the  owner  into  a  grist  mill,  with  onti  run  of  sumij 
and  a  carding  nmchine. 
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In  \K\()  Ebenezer  and  Georj?e  Metcalf,  with  some  local  aid,  erected  a  steam 
saw-mill  near  the  present  site  of  the  Heabler  grist  mill,  in  Attica.  In  the 
month  of  March,  184(),  this  mill  was  destroyed  by  fire,  enUiiling  a  heavy  loss 
on  both  the  owners  and  the  community. 

John  and  Frederic^k  Steigmeyer  were  the  0A\Tiers  of  the  next  steam  saw- 
mill erected  on  this  site.  In  course  of  time  a  grist  mill  was  connected  there- 
with by  them,  and  after  a  few  changes  in  owners  we  now  have  our  excellent 
llouring  mill  owned  by  J.  Ileabler  &  Bros.  Early  in  our  history  a  steam 
saw  mill  and  also  a  grist  mill  were  built  at  Caroline  by  Peter  Kinnaman, 
both  of  which  were  afterwards  swept  away  by  fire. 

[NoTK.— In  1857,  one  morning  in  the  winter,  a  boy  named  Ephraim  Groves, 
while  standing  in  front  of  the  boiler  warming  his  feet,  was  scalded  to  death 
by  the  bursting  of  the  boiler  of  this  mill.  lie  lived  a  few  days  after  the  acci- 
dent, but  never  spoke  from  the  time  he  was  hurt.] 

After  the  completion  of  the  school  liouse  an  mvitation  was  sent  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Robinson,  a  Presbyterian  minister  living  at  Mel  more,  who  came 
and  preached  to  the  people,  it  being  the  first  sermon  delivered  in  the  town- 
ship. After  this  his  services  were  secured  for  one  year,  he  preaching  every 
tliird  week  on  a  week  day. 

In  the  spring  of  1888  a  union  Sabbath  school  was  organized  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Patty,  an  agent  of  the  American  Sabbath  School  Union,  and  Mr.  Martain 
was  chosen  superintendent  for  one  year,  but  he  moving  away  before  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  Johnson  Ford  succeeded  him,  and  his  services  were 
retained  in  that  capacity  for  twenty-five  consecutive  years,  when  he  resigned 
on  account  of  defective  hearing. 

A  Presbyterian  church  was  organized  in  October,  1833,  with  thirteen  mem- 
bers, by  Revs.  E.  Conger  and  E.  Judson,  of  Huron  Presbytery,  and  John 
Hohnes  and  J.  Ford  were  ordained  elders  thereof. 

The  Episcopal  Methodists  organized  a  small  class  in  1835,  and  in  1838  the 
English  Lutherans  formed  a  church,  and  in  1840  or  1841,  with  the  help  of  the 
community  at  large,  erected  the  church  now  owned  by  the  United  Brethren. 
Tiiis  house  they  were  unable  to  finish,  and  the  writer  well  remembers  the 
rude  slab  benches  without  backs,  which,  for  a  number  of  years,  furnished 
the  sittings. 

This  society,  failing  to  pay  for  their  building,  were  compelled  to  sell  it, 
and  fearing  it  might  be  devoted  to  other  uses  and  the  community  be  deprived 
of  a  place  for  public  worship,  Johnson  Ford  shouldered  the  burden  of  its 
purchase,  and  obtjiined  a  clear  title  thereto.  In  a  short  time  thereafter  it 
was  reseated  and  improved,  and  for  a  number  of  years  the  three  above 
mentioned  denominations  worshiped  therein,  and  in  harmony  conducted  Sab- 
bath school  and  church  services.  This  is  tlie  history  of  the  lirst  religious 
denouii nations  and  church  building  in  our  township. 

About  the  year  1840  a  one  story  brick  school  house  was  built  on  the  spot 
where  th(*  one  in  i)resent  use  now  stands.  The  interior  was  arranged  with 
desks  running  along  the  side  walls  and  seated  with  slab  benches.  In  the 
year  1841  the  Attica  Baptist  church  was  organized  with  nine  members,  and 
on  the  '2d  day  of  April,  1842,  Rev.  S.  M.  Mack  became  its  first  regular  pastor. 
In  the  year  1852  this  denomination  built  its  present  house  of  worship.  In 
the  winter  of  1849  and  1850,  as  nearly  as  can  be  conveniently  ascertained,  the 
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vtllajife  of  Attira  was  duly  incorpciratt^d,  and  on  the  »ltli  diiy  of  Apiil.  1930, 
the  first  election  of  rity  oilicera  was  iieUl,  resulting  as  follows  : 

Mayor— John  L,  LnMemiix. 

Clerk— Samuel  Miller. 

Oonncilmeii— Samuel  Crobaugh,  Da\id  K.  Burg,  Beujamin  Kelley,  Jotm 
Ueckman.  Jcihn  Riugle, 

Hoanl  of  EduwiUon— Samuel  Miller,  M.  R.  MolU,  John  Lay,  KlH»tiezer 
MeU'alf,  Orlando  Milkr,  Jami^s  IL  BrLsci>. 

At  tht^  lirsteouTifil  meetin^^  on  th<e  1  ■»Ui  of  the  same  monUi,  8.  K.  Martin 
waj^  appointed  marshal  and  William  Rininger  treusm-er, 

Thii3  wiw  our  village  launt-hed  forth  to  nmk  among  the  i^nuill  cities  of  mir 
land. 

In  tlie  whiter  of  1853  the  buildinijtn  then  occupying  the  8onth«?«st  coruer  of 
Maii»  ami  Tiflin  8tr**et»  were  coiisumed  by  fire.  WilHam  Rintiiirer  tbtm. 
bought  the  ViM'suit  lot  and  erected  thereon  his  presetit  storeroom 

Two  or  lliree  years  lateraeonJiagration  onnirrod  on  the  northwest  romer 
i>f  said  streeta,  and  the  large  frame  hotel  huilding  erected  then  liy  WtUiAm 
Miller,  early  in  Attica's  liistory,  and  then  owned  by  II.  M.  ClumdJfr,  was- 
hwept  away.  Chandler  then  caused  to  be  eret-ted  the  brick  block  wi*  S4%e  Iut» 
to-day.  Attica  has  been  visited  by  several  smaller  llres,  of  wliieh  wt*  luivi* 
not  time  to  speak. 

In  the  year  inri^i  or  1857  the  .'school  house  still  in  use  in  our  town  wa«*  l»i 
ttie  contract  having  been  let  to  Levi  Rice,  for  which  he  received  > 

The  rniversalist  society  erect*^d  their  house  ot  worsliip  in  thi*  \ 

Attica  has  not  been  without  her  Hensationn,  prominent  amoni;  whicb  an? 
the  gieat  fraudulent  failures  of  lligley.  Chandler,  Scliuylerajul  «>tli«rs  to 
18^5<H  or  1H.57,  and  the  dis<"overy  of  the  den  of  counterfeiters,  and  thu  sitiba^ 
ipjcnt  conviction  of  one  of  onr  citizens  for  the  crime, 

Perhaps  it  wonld  not  be  out  of  place,  as  we  draw  our  history  to  a  close,  lu 
give  the  names  of  those,  and  the  years  in  which  they  served,  who  kiAve  bad 
the  ijonor  to  serve  the  village  as  chief, 

John  L.  LaMeraux  sensed  as  mayor  in  lS-50;  William  Miller  in  !m.%i  ;  Wm. 
Rininger  in  the  years  18,52,  18^53,  1Sj>4.  IHm,  imiK  and  lfi«i.5;  P.  Kinuiuiimi  Ui 
IS,>^  and  imr,  R,  H.  Blodget  in  \H.m,  }mi,  part  of  \m}  andali  of  Ihi;:^  ;  j.  jj, 
Buckiu^hiim  was  elected  in  ]A«>l,but  resigning,  R.  II.  Blodget  wtls  a|ifNiiiitnl 
to  till  his  place.  The  record  of  18l>.H  an<l  lHf>i  dws  not  shtjw  who  8«?rvetl  lu 
may<u*  during  those  years.  William  M.  Miller  was  elected  in  IstMi^  Afiril  ^l, 
and  resigned  May  14tb,  when  IL  M.  Chandler  was  appoint-efj  to  fill  Uu*  im* 
expired  term.  Chandler  was  elected  in  1867,  and  again  in  Ihi^h,  anil  dn.trt.r 
the  latter  year  the  burden  of  the  purdiase  of  the  town  hall  wiis  iu, 
up4Hi  the  people,     11,  J.   Ford  sen'ed   in   1869;  J.  C.  Meyers  was -•-  „ 

1H7U  for  two  years,  and  re-electe(i  in  1872  for  the  same  time.    J,  \\  ,,^ 

was  elected  in  1874,  but  failing  health  incapacitated  lum  for  Uu?  sim  vu,*^  ;ui4 
his  death  occurred  in  the  following  winter.  Oin*  present  honomblt^  ma>ur. 
James  L.  Couch,  was  a[ipointed  to  act  dunng  the  unexpii^ed  term. 

The  peoples'  voice  at  tlie  ballot-box  a  shoit  time  since  pnielaimfMl  Jajimb 
L.  Couch  mayor  for  IH76  and  IH77. 

In  conclusion,  we  have  only  to  add  the  number  of  public  buUain|E»  in 
townsliip  and  village,  and  thti  population,  as  nearly  as  it  can  be  HficertaiiMNl 
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in  this  centennial  year  of  our  nation  and  semi-centeimial  of  our  township. 

In  the  township  we  have  eight  churches  and  thii-teen  school  houses,  and 
a  population,  including  Attica,  estimated  at  2,300. 

Attica,  within  her  corporate  limits,  contains  three  churches,  one  school 
house,  three  dry  good  stores,  two  hotels,  two  hardware  stores,  two  tinshops, 
two  drug  stores,  two  provision  stores,  two  furniture  stores,  one  caVnnct  shop, 
two  undertakers,  one  clothmg  store,  one  marble  shop,  two  harness  shops, 
two  ])lacksmith  and  carriage  shops,  two  carriage  painters,  one  gunsmith, 
one  llouring  mill,  sasli  and  blind  facfbry,  one  foundry  and  machine  sliop, 
one  shoe  factory,  two  boot  and  shoe  shops,  three  millinery  stores,  one  photo- 
graph gallery,  two  cooper  shops,  one  grist  mill,  one  ashery,  one  carding 
machine,  one  confectionery  and  ice  cream  room,  two  billiard  and  drinking 
saloons,  three  village  groceries,  three  tailor  shops,  one  livery  sUible,  one 
jewelry  store,  one  printing  office,  one  express  office,  two  meat  markets,  one 
attorney,  four  practicing  physicians,  one  dentist,  one  barber  shop,  one  Odd 
Fellows  lodge,  one  Masonic  lodge,  one  (Jrange  lodge,  one  weekly  newspaper. 

Our  village  has  increased  materially  in  population,  and  the  number  of 
dwellings  since  the  completion  of  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  railroad  and  the 
establishment  of  a  station  bearing  the  name  of  Attica,  which  occurred  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1874. 

This  centennial  year  finds  us  in  tlie  midst  of  prosperity  and  healthy 
growth,  with  a  briglit  business  future  l)efore  us,  and  our  corporate  limits 
extended,  giving  ample  room  for  those  who  desire  to  purchase  building  lots, 
and  locate  among  us.  We  will  not  attempt  to  scan  the  future  with  prophetic 
eye  and  declare  what  our  township  and  village  will  be  fifty  or  one  hundred 
years  hence,  but  we  may  safely  say  the  historian  of  the  second  centennial 
of  our  nation's  life  will  record  as  great  changes  as  any  we  can  chronicle  to- 
to-day. 

We  must  not  overlook  the  part  our  aged  mothers  took  in  this  war-fare  of 
pioneer  life.  Side  by  side  they  stood  with  husbands,  enduring  dangers  and 
privations  like  heroes,  as  they  really  were.  Many  of  them  left  homes  of 
comfort  and  even  luxury,  at  the  east,  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  the  one  to 
whom  they  had  given  their  heart  and  hand. 

All  unused  to  the  solitude  of  the  western  forests,  and  its  attendant  dan- 
gers, they  faltered  not,  but  putting  their  tnist  in  their  father's  (tod,  and 
leaning  on  the  strong  arm  of  their  husbands,  they  came,  and  we  to-day  have 
reason  to  bless  their  coming. 

Let  us  resjject  and  love  them  while  they  live,  and  when  they  are  gone,  may 
our  recollections  of  them  be  as  sweet  incense  to  their  memory. 

With  uncovered  head,  and  bated  breath,  let  us  always  speak  the  sacred 
name  of  **  Mother." 

And  now,  friends  and  fellow  citizens,  while  we  are  called  upon  to-day  to 
review  the  past  and  U)  celebrate  the  words  and  dee<ls  of  those  who,  <mv 
hundred  years  ago,  declared  iis  a  nation  of  freemen,  and  whose  blcMxl  bought 
the  precious  boon,  let  us  remember  als^)  those  who  saved  our  country  when 
rebels  sought  its  life.  Some  we  have  laid  to  rest,  and  their  graves  are 
honored  year  by  year. 

Let  us  cherLsh  the  gift  of  freedom  while  we  live,  and  transmit  it  unim- 
paired to  coming  generations. 
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May  our  love  for  God  and  oiir  own  kindred  alone,  take  deeper  root  in  our 
hearts,  than  our  love  of  country  and  our  country's  flag. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1851,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  general  assem- 
bly of  Ohio  authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  grammar  school  in 
Attica,  and  which  provided  for  the  levying  of  a  tax  for  that  purpose^ 
not  to  exceed  twenty  cents  on  the  Sioo  valuation  in  the  district. 

Philip  Bollinger,  who  this  day,  June  ist,  1880,  is  ninety-two  years 
old,  and  i)erhaps  the  oldest  inhabitant  of  this  township,  was  born 
in  Homburg,  in  the  Palatinate  of  Bavaria,  and  came  to  this  country  in 
1843.  H^  is  healthy  and  vigorous,  and  can  walk  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  a  day.  He  is  lively  and  cheerful,  and  has  an  excellent  memorv. 
He  enjoys  the  comforts  of  the  home  of  his  son,  Louis  Bollinger,  a  re- 
spected citizen  of  Venice  township.         * 

JOHNSON    FORD 

Was  born  in  Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  June  9th,  1796.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  but  eight  years  old:  his  father  was  poor  and  had  a 
large  family,  and  consequently  the  most  of  the  children  had  to  be  bound 
out.  Young  Johnson  was  one  of  them,  but  fortunately  he  found  a  good 
home,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  twenty- one  years  old,  getting  all 
his  education  while  he  was  yet  bound.  After  he  became  of  age  he 
worked  with  his  brother  on  a  farm  they  had  bought,  in  the  same  coun- 
ty, for  eight  years,  when  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  farm  and  married. 
and  immediately  removed  to  Venice  townshij),  Seneca  county.  Ohio. 
he  being  the  first  settler  in  the  township.  He  entered  a  quarter 
section  of  land,  ui)on  a  i)art  of  which  the  village  of  Attica  now  stands, 
and  built  one  of  the  first  log  cabins,  in  the  year  1828,  fifty-two  years 
ago  this  June,  1880. 

He  helped  to  clear  off  the  land  and  lay  out  the  village  of  Attica. 
giving  it  its  name,  having  come  from  Attica,  New  York.  For  several 
years  he  was  engaged  in  clearing  up  his  tarm,  and  assisting  in  biiiMintr 
the  San<lu>ky  and  Columbus  turnpike,  which  was  being  built  at  thai 
tinur,  to  dovcl(.)|)  the  resources  of  the  unl)r<)ken  forest.  He  cleared  the 
nr>t  land,  ]»loughe(l  the  first  furrmv,  and  raided  the  first  wheat  in  N'cnice 
townshii).  He  is  in  reality  tlie  pioneer  of  tliis  township.  His  wlu- 
died  during  the  first  year  ofliis  i)ioneer  life  frcjui  over  exertion  and  ex 
po>ure.  to  which  her  consiitution  had  not  been  ac<iistonied,  and  she 
failed  from  the  trials  in<ident  to  early  life  in  llie  woods. 

He  returned  to  the  stale  of  New  N'ork  and  married  again,  and  re- 
turned to  his  new  home,  where  he  has  lived  to  see  the  forest  melt  awav 
like  the  morning  dew,  and  the  ground  to  be  cleared    from    all  traces   of 
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the  old  monarchs  that  formerly  stood  thickly  over  the  face  of  the 
country,  the  pride  of  all  Americans. 

Twelve  years  ago  he  sold  his  farm  and  retired  from  active  work,  and 
now  his  means  are  invested  in  a  large  hardware  store  in  Attica,  in  the 
firm  of  Ford  and  Strandler,  a  son  and  son-in-law,  from  which  he  de- 
rives his  support  at  present. 

He  has  always  been  an  active,#hard  working,  industrious  man.  He 
has  always  been  religiously  inclined,  having  united  with  the  Presby- 
terians in  his  youth.  For  twenty-five  years  he  conducted  a  Sabbath 
school  in  Attica,  the  first  and  for  many  years  the  only  one  in  the  town- 
ship. He  raised  three  children  by  his  second  wife — two  daughters  and 
a  son.     One  daughter  is  now  living  in  Great  Bend,  Kansas. 

The  wife  of  James  W.  Brown  is  the  other  daughter. 

Young  Ford  and  Brown  are  partners  in  the  hardware  store.  Mr. 
Johnson  Ford  is  wonderfully  preserved,  having  been  born  June  9th, 
1796,  which  at  present,  July  22d,  1880,  makes  him  eighty-four  years, 
one  month  and  thirteen  days,  and  from  present  prospects,  he  is  good  for 
another  decade.  For  the  last  ten  years  he  has  received  a  second  sight, 
being  able  at  present  to  read  fine  print  without  his  glasses,  a  thing  he 
was  unable  to  do  for  thirty  years. 

The  following  sketches  were  kindly  furnished  by  Prof  S.  McKetrick, 
of  College  Hill,  Tiffin,  Ohio: 

History  and  literature  are  practically  useful  only  so  far,  and  to  such  a 
degree,  as  they  inspire  those  who  read  their  pagers  to  aspire  to  the  noble 
example  they  portray,  whether  it  be  in  mental  discipline  or  physical  execu- 
tion. History  should  be  nothing  but  truthful  facts,  and  therein  differ  from 
fiction.  History  is  the  truth  of  the  past.  Fiction  is  fancy,  and  belongs 
neither  to  time  or  place.  The  one  is  healthful  and  invigoniting,  the  other 
weak  and  debasing. 

Tlie  page  we  present  liere  shall  be  history.  We  present  this  page  not  to 
relieve  memory  of  its  burden,  but  to  recall  deeds  and  their  actors,  as  we  all 
love  to  do;  to  live  again  a  few  moments  with  friends  of  the  past;  to  be 
enlivened  again  by  their  association,  though  tliey  (;ome  but  from  memory, 
and  from  it  I  draw  the  most  hallowed  associations  of  my  life,  which  were 
acted  in  Venice  township. 

The  men  who  first  impressed  upon  my  mind  the  realities  of  living,  lived 
and  toiled  upon  its  soH.  Tlie  one  wlio  ranks  first  there  was  James  1). 
Stevenson.  I  know  little  of  his  early  life.  He  was  born  in  the  state  of  \'er- 
mont;  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  war  witlilireat 
Britain.  A  part  of  his  life  was  spent  as  a  sailor  upon  our  northern  lakes. 
About  the  year  l.H;iS  he  left  a  wife  and  five  children  and  came  to  Oliio.  He 
traveled  over  the  greater  part  of  the  state  in  search  of  a  spot  where  he  might 
make  a  home  in  the  new  country. 

He  found,  and  entered  into  a  contract  with,  Mr.  Zachariah  Betts  for  the 
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farm  he  owned  until  1S»58.  The  contnict  between  the  parties  was  that  he 
should  cliop  and  clear  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  for  this  service  he  was 
to  receive  tlie  full  and  free  title  for  the  one  hundred  acres  which  he  owned. 
All  in  the  world  he  i)ossessed  was  a  stronj?  body  and  a  willing  heart.  He 
earned  his  livin;;  h\  threshing  out  i?niin  with  a  Hail  by  the  light  of  a  lantern. 
His  board  bill  was  not  extravagiint,  for  he  told  me  of  many  days  of  hani  titil 
with  nothing  to  eat  but  batter,  baked  upon  an  iron  griddle,  and  maple 
synii>. 

After  such  hanl  life  for  several  years,  he  ivceived  the  title  for  liis  land, 
and  had  a  few  acres  cleared  and  a  log  house  upon  it.  He  then  returned  and 
remove»l  his  family  ;  who  knew  nothingof  his  wherealniuts  all  these  years  of 
toil)  to  their  new  Innne  in  the  west. 

A  few  years  of  such  severe  toil  and  the  deepest  i)rivatiou  and  he  lias 
changed  his  forest  to  a  beautiful  farm,  producing  abundance.  Ihit  in  those 
few  yeai"s  death  has  visiteil  their  circle  and  taken  his  wife,  and  soon  after- 
lire  consumes  his  house  and  its  contents,  save  himself  and  children,  but 
soon  upon  the  ashes  of  that  house  is  built  a  better  one,  and  his  second  wife 
makes  cheerful  its  heaiHi.  Another  farm  is  added  to  the  first,  and  prosperity 
smili'S  on  every  effort. 

Ab«>ut  the  year  \sr^)  hcM'onmienced  to  shake  with  the  palsy.  That  strong 
frame  was  wrecked.  It  grew  weaker  and  still  less  able  to  battle  with  the 
realities  it  had  known  so  well  in  life,  and  fell  to  its  last  resting  place  in 
louia  county.  Michigan,  in  the  spring  of  18<m. 

In  polities  my  subject  was  an  Aboliticmist,  a  Ilepublican  and  a  true  Union 
man  during  the  dark  days  of  the  rebellion. 

In  religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ba])tist  church. 

The  hard  circumstances  through  which  he  had  past  made  Iiim  a  close 
dealer,  though  in  m«>ney,  weight,s  and  mea.sures,  strictly  honest.  He  was 
naturally  noble,  kind-hearted  and  true. 

MAURICE    MOORE 

Was  born  in  (lermantown,  Huntington  county,  New  Jersey,  July  15, 
1798,  and  is  therefore  eighty-two  years  old.  He  was  raised  on  a  farm, 
and  when  twenty-five  years  of  age,  he  was  married  and  then  moved  to 
Harrison  county,  Ohio,  where  he  located  near  the  county  line  of  Tus- 
carawas in  i<S23.  Here  he  lived  three  years,  and  being  dissatisfied 
with  this  hilly  country,  he  left  it  in  the  spring  of  1834,  and  packing  his 
household  into  a  covered  wagon,  he  arrived  in  Venice  township,  with 
his  wife  and  two  children  early  in  June,  the  same  year.  Here  he 
immediately  entered  a  (quarter  section  of  land  in  the  east  part  of  the 
lownsliip.  where  he  pitched  his  tent.  On  the  19th  of  June  he  moved 
into  his  <  abin,  and  on  the  following  night  a  heavy  thunderstorm  drove 
the  rain  through  the  clap-boards  and  the  open  s|)aces  between  the  logs, 
drenrhin^  the  family  in  their  beds,  sjioiling  their  goods  and  making 
tliem  wi-^h  to  be  back  on  the  sand  lots  of  New  Jersey.  On  the  next 
mc^rniu^  the  woods  were  a  lake.     Intercourse  with  neighbors  was  com- 
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pletely  cut  off,  and  there  were  none  nearer  than  three  miles.  During 
this  summer  one  of  the  children  died  of  billious  fever,  tlien  very  com- 
mon among  the  new  settlers.  They  raised  twelve  children,  six  boys 
and  six  girls,  who,  together  with  grand  and  great- grand  children,  num- 
ber about  seventy  at  present.  Among  this  number  are  some  of  the 
most  valued  of  the  citizens  of  the  township  and  their  interests  in  busi- 
ness affairs  are  so  much  interwoven  with  the  progress  of  the  township, 
that  to  separate  them  now  from. Venice  township,  would  be  a  great  and 
serious  loss  to  the  community. 

Mr.  Moore  and  his  wife  are  still  in  the  enjoyment  of  good  health, 
and  promise  fair  to  remain  with  us  many  years  yet  to  come. 

WILLIAM  M'PHERSON. 

This  venerable  pioneer  came  from  the  highlands  of  Scotland,  where 
he  was  born  at  Vernesshire,  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1793.  He 
is  a  descendant  of  the  family  of  William  Wallace,  who  were  so  justly 
celebrated  for  their  love  of  country  and  liberty,  and  for  their  bravery. 
His  family  being  educated  people  and  of  the  nobility,  young  William 
had  the  ddvantage  of  refinement  in  education,  morals  and  religion. 

Mr.  McPherson  became  dissatisfied  with  both  country  and  govern- 
ment, despising  England's  rule,  and  being  of  an  adventurous  turn  of 
mind,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years,  he  followed  his  inclinations  to 
visit  America.  In  the  year  1816,  in  company  with  a  young  friend  of 
about  his  age,  they  set  sail  and  arrived  at  Halifax  on  the  i  ith  of  Sep- 
tember of  that  year.  Finding  no  suitable  employment  here,  they  went 
to  Baltimore,  where  they  arrived  in  October  and  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business,  which  they  conducted  several  years  with  success,  but 
Mr.  McPherson  becoming  tired  of  the  confinement  of  a  store,  sold  out 
and  started  for  the  west  with  a  view  of  speculating  in  land.  .  The  In- 
dians had  sold  their  reservations  and  the  new  purchase  had  come  into 
market.  Mr.  McPherson  arrived  in  Tiffin  in  October.  1828,  and  by 
the  advice  of  Abel  Rawson  and  Joseph  Howard,  the  land  agents,  he 
followed  up  Honey  creek  and  selected  a  tract  on  the  south  bank  and 
where  the  Columbus  and  Sandusky  turnpike  was  then  being  built,  and 
purchased  it.  It  contained  800  acres  and  embraced  the  present  vil- 
lage of  Caroline. 

Fearing  the  effects  of  miasma  along  the  creek,  he  built  his  cabin  one 

mile  farther  south.     The  cabin,  however,  was  a  very  large  house  built 

of  hewed  logs,  intended  for  a  tavern  and  was  the  third  house  in  the 

township.     There  was  one  shanty  in  Attica  and  one  in  Caroline,  built 

by  John  (iilmore,  for  the  purpose  of  boarding  the  hands  that  worked 
40 
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on  the  pike  After  the  turnpike  was  finished,  the  company  pu!  a 
gate  in  front  of  Mcpherson's  hotel  and  arranged  with  hinci  to  ket: 
which  he  did  until  the  time  when  it  was  destroyed  by  a  mob  that 
cleaned  tnit  the  gates  all  along  the  road.  The  traffic:  on  railroads  had 
now  s\ipplunted  travel  on  the  public  roads  and  hotel  keeping  iti  the 
country  becoming  slow  business,  Mr.  McPherson  removed  to  Caroline, 
and  again  engaged  in  the  mercantile  btisincss.  Here  he  practiced  that 
strict  honesty  and  correctness  in  dealing  that  have  characterized  his 
whole  life.  He  bought  for  cash  and  sold  for  ready  pay  only.  He  was 
so  careful  in  giving  proper  measure  that  it  was  said  of  him,  "  he  would 
bite  a  grain  of  coffee  in  two  to  balance  the  scale."  He  never  chatiged 
the  price  of  his  goods,  and  sold  them  as  they  were  marked^  often  hold- 
ing them  until  they  were  out  of  fashion. 

His  old  tavern  is  still  standing  and  was  used  as  a  residence  in  f  Sjg, 
but  Mr.  Ph,  Schimp,  its  present  owner,  has  built  a  fine  residence  near 
to  it,  and  the  old  house  is  destined  to  go  into  decay.  It  is  now  used  a& 
a  shop  and  tool  house.  It  should  be  preserved  as  the  first  house  butic 
in  Venice  township,  being  erected  in  rSaS, 

After  he  kept  store  in  Caroline  eight  years,  he  sold  bis  stock  of  goods 
and  moved  about  five  miles  further  south,  to  near  the  edge  of  Crawford 
county,  where  he  owned  large  tracts  of  land  and  which  he  wi«ihetl  to 
bring  into  market.  He  lived  here  eight  years  and  until  he  had  sold  all 
his  land,  when  he  again  returned  to  Caroline  and  took  his  old  store 
room. 

The  Seneca  County  Academy  was  then  in  a  prosperous  condition^ 
and  the  children  of  Mr  McPherson  being  of  such  an  age  that  required 
attention  to  their  education,  he  moved  to  RepubUc  and  placed  them 
under  the  tutorship  of  Professor  Aaron  Schuyler,  whose  name  bas  be- 
come celebrated  among  educators  since. 

He  resided  in  Republic  until  about  i860,  when  he  again  returnetl  tc 
Caroline,  where  he  had  built  for  himself  a  new  house.  Here  he  still 
resides  (July  29,  1S80)  and  will  stay  until  called  to  go  higher.  He  is 
quite  feeble  now,  but  for  a  man  of  SS  years,  his  mind  is  still  vigorous 
and  clear.  He  divided  his  handsome  fortune  among  his  children^  re- 
serving  enough  to  retire  into  a  warm  corner  while  the  shades  of  even* 
ing  chill  the  atmosphere  around. 

My  friend,  McKitrick,  was  so  kind  as  to  fiiniish  the  author  with  the 
following  additional  statement  pertaining  to  Venice  township  in  rela-t 
tion  to  the  war  of  the  rebellion  and  matters  pertaining  to  the  ircii«-rt«l 
charity  of  the  people: 
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VEXrCE  TOWNSHIP  IX  THE  WAR. 

It  was  half  past  four  o'clock,  PYiflay  inorniiijj,  April  lii,  iHfJl.  wIkmi  the 
lii-st  roar  of  caiinou  broke  the  (luiet  in  which  our  nation  had  restfil  many 
yeai*s.  We  had  enjoyed  peace  and  prosi)erity  and  were  unused  to  war,  and 
its  first  sounil  aroused  tlie  nation  like  an  electric  shock.  Strong  ni<;n  left 
tlieir  quiet  homes  to  join  the  ranks  of  war,  ailtl  every  worthy  citizen  hon»  a 
common  share  m  the  sacrilices,  toils  and  cares  recjuired  to  preserve  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  Union. 

Veni(^e  township  Ixire  her  part  manfully,  and  many  of  her  sons  wen^  killed 
upon  the  l)attletleld,  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  defenct;  of  their  country 
or  in  rebel  prison  pens. 

And  the  women  of  Veni(re  were  as  patriotic  as  the  men.  They  start(Hl 
aid  societies  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  and  for  tliat 
purpose  met  at  the  Baptist  church  in  Attica,  on  the  evening  of  th(*  22d  of 
October,  18(>1,  when  the  organization  was  completed, a  constitution  adopUMl, 
Mrs.  Sarah  Blodgett  elected  president,  Mrs.  Elizabetli  Brown  secretary  and 
Mi's.  Mary  Bennett  treasurer. 

Nearly  every  family  in  the  community  is  mentioned  in  the  secretary's 
report  as  having  contributed  something  to  the  society.  Great  (luantities  of 
clothing,  provisions,  hospital  stores,  etc.,  were  sent  forward  from  time  to 
time  to  aid  and  relieve.  The  last  meeting  of  the  society  took  place  May  IS), 
18H7,  when  all  the  money  yet  remaining  on  hand,  was  donated  to  the  order 
of  Good  Templars. 

The  following  is  an  incomplete  list  of  the  volunteers  from  this  township 
for  the  Union  army. 

7th  regiment  o.  v.  I. 

Stephen  Rice,  Joshua  Creglough  (who  were  both  killed  at  Strassbnrg, 
Virginia),  Jacob  Ilines,  Lon  Jones,  Ira'Grimes,  James  Smith,  J.  Uarbaugh. 

COMPANY  n,  14th  regiment  o.  v.  I. 

Sergeant  John  Brown,  Prank  Bartholomew  (wounded  September  19, 
18(5:^).  Lyman  Carpenter,  Ambrose  C.  Croxton,  John  Goodman,  R.  J.  Jami- 
son, George  Metcalf,  William  H.  Miller  (who  were  also  wounded  on  the 
same  day),  Henry  D.  Cain,  T.  B.  Carson,  Philip  Carothers,  W.  Deitrich, 
John  Holmes,  William  Kemp,  Maurice  Kemp,  Henry  McDonald,  James  D. 
Stevenson,  Jonathan  S.  Philo,  George  Ringle,  Samuel  Spenc^er,  Joseph 
Wheaton  and  George  H.  Rice  (who  was  wounded  September  1, 18f>4). 

COMPANY  B,  49th  REGIMENT  O.  V.  I. 

M.  B.  Todd,  V.  J.  Miller,  John  Bennington,  W,  H.  Miller,  John  Todd, 
Mark  Shade,  George  Bennington,  Jehu  Weaver,  H.  B.  Courtright,  D.  M. 
Miller,  James  Courtright. 

SSth  regiment  o.  v.  I. 
Otto  Hull,  Frank  Smeltz  and  Stephen  Howland. 

66th  regiment  o.  v.  I. 
Samuel  Croxton,  August  Tanner  (wonnded  at  Kennesaw  Mountain,  June 
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19, 1863),  Lafayette  Parmenter  and  Henry  Ames  (wounded  at  Peach  Tree 
creek  and  died  in  consequence  in  July,  1863). 

COMPANY  I,  128D  KEGI3IKNT  ().  V.  I. 

William  Bartholomew  (wounded  at  Farmville,  Virginia,  April  6,  18(v>),  A. 
W.  Hoffman,  Joseph  Hoffman,  Sylvester  Ostmer,  Joseph  Spencer,  John 
Spencer,  JM.  B.  Todd,  M.  W.  Mitchner  (died  from  wountls,  September  :i, 
18()4),  William  B.  Henry  (died  from  wounds  received  June  15, 18(54,  at  Win- 
chester, Virginia),, J.  L.  Henry,  W.  Sheely,  Samuel  Can)enter,  Wright 
McKibben,  John  Hillis,  David  Hillis,  James  Hillis,  Wilson  W.  English,  L. 
Gibson,  Isaac  Funk  (killed  July  18, 1864),  Henry  Ebersole  (kille<l  June  l'>, 
1863,  at  Winchester  Virginia),  John  Fink,  Isaac  Seavault,  John  W.  Rogers. 
John  B.  Shaffer,  David  Thompson  (wounded  June  lo,  1863),  S.  S.  Carnon. 
Hugh  M.  Cory,  John  H.  Carpenter  and  J.  F.  Schuyler,  lieutenant.  This 
company  was  discharged  at  Columbus.  Ohio,  June  15, 1865. 

Moses,  Jolm,  Jeremiah,  Peter  and  David  Cassner  were  also  members  of 
said  company. 

Quite  a  number  of  men  served  under  Captain  W.  M.  Miller  in  the  O.  N.  i;. 

Anson  and  Harvey  Bartholomew,  F.  M.  Seed,  E.  Crow,  Joseph  ITarluiiigli, 
Mr.  Shade  and  W.  B.  Olds  were  stationed  on  Johnson's  Island  (Sandusky 
Bay)  guarding  rebel  prisoners. 

Samuel  Brown,  J.  Foster,  John  Huddleson,  William  Millon  (killed  in  bat- 
tle), Fred.  Thompson  and  John  Thompson  served  in  regiments  whose  imni- 
bei-s  ai-e  not  known.    Many  men  from  Venice  also  enlisted  in  other  states. 

FIRST  OHIO  IIKAVY   AKTILLKKY. 

Clarkson  Betts,  James  Courtright,  II.  Courtrlglit,  S.  CJrove,  Isaac  Senpanl, 
Silas  Mi-Dougal,  Alex.  McKitrick,  W.  Shoup  anil  James  Paiigliorn. 

In  November.  1S74,  the  people  of  Venice  sent  to  the  sufferers  by  ^ras>- 
hoppers  in  Kansas,  in  ea.sh,  clothing  anil  provisions,  ^.JsT.T:*,  all  raised  in 
Attiea  and  vicinity,    ;Mrs.  Mollz  was  secretary  of  the  association. 

A  similar  society  in  the  town  of  Attica  Jind  vicinity  sent  lo  the  sulYerei-s 
by  tire  in  Chicago,  in  l^s71,  .^1»7.').JH). 
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COUNTY  OFFICERS  TO  1880  AND  CONCLUSION. 


OFFICERS  OF  SENECA  COUNTY,  NOW  IN  OFFICE,  JULY  1,  1880. 

Probate  Judge— Jacol)  F.  Bunn. 
Clerk  of  Court  of  Common  Plejw— Jeremiah  Bex. 
Treasurer— John  W.  Barnick. 
Auditor— Victor  J.  Zahm. 
Sheriff— Lloyd  X.  Lease. 
Recorder— Thomas  J.  Kintz. 
Prosecuting  Attorney— G.  h.  Keppel. 

Commissioners— William  T.  Histe,  Solomon  Gamby  and  James  II.  Fry. 
Surveyor— Samuel  Nighswander. 

Infirmary   Directors— George   Ileabler,    Lewis   Spitler  and   Joseph   E. 
Magers. 
Superintendent  of  the  In firmaiy— Daniel  G.  Heck. 
Coroner— William  Smith. 

JOHN   W.    BARRACK 

Was  born  July  28,  1833,  in  Lycoming  county,  Pennsylvania.  In  1834 
his  parents  moved  to  Ohio  and  settled  near  the  base-line  in  Crawford 
county.  His  father's  name  was  John  and  his  mother's  maiden  name 
was  Jane  Dunlap.  The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  when 
John  W.  was  big  enough  to  learn  a  trade,  he  helped  his  father  at  his 
work  and  became  a  carpenter.  The  family  lived  on  a  farm  and  con- 
ducted that  also  at  the  same  time.  John  W.  married  Miss  Catharine 
Shoemaker  on  the  17th  of  June,  1857.  They  had  nine  children,  of 
whom  six  are  living.  Mr.  Barrack  was  elected  treasurer  of  this  county 
in  1877  and  re-elected  in  1879. 

JEREMIAH  REX 

Is  a  son  of  William  Rex  and  Susan  Sloss.  He  was  born  in  Stark 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  9th  day  of  October,  1844.  His  father  located 
with  his  family  in  Seneca  county  soon  thereafter. 

Jeremiah  was  married  to  Miss  Laura  J.  A.  Barrack  on  the  25th  of 
October,  1865.     This  union  was  blessed  with  seven   children,  of  whom 
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pve  are  living.  Mr;  Rex  served  in  nearly  all  tlie  offices  of  Seneca 
township  for  a  number  of  years,  and  i^as  elected  clerk  of  the  court  of 
common  pleas,  in  October,  tS75»and  re-elected  in  1K78,  Every  trust 
reposed  in  liis  hands  was  filled  with  promptness  and  fidelity. 

llovoj  n.  leasr 

Was  born  at  the  Van  Meter  section,  in  Eden  township,  Seneca  county, 
on  the  2d  day  of  April,  1838,  His  father,  Otho  Lease,  came  from 
Harford  county,  Maryland,  His  mother's  maiden  name  wils  Belinda 
Street,  I.loyd  lived  with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  he  ^rew  up  to 
fnao's  estate.  He  then  kept  a  livery  stable  in  Tiffin  for  about  twelve 
years,  when  he  bought  the  old  Evan  Dorsey  farm  of  350  acres,  in  Scipio 
township.  Here  he  remained  two  years,  when  he  sold  his  fami  ami 
again  moved  to  Tiffin  in  1S76,  In  1878  he  was  elected  sheriff.  On 
the  tith  day  of  March,  1859,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  I..  Kridler, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  Kridler.  They  have  but  one  child  living,  a  sod, 
growing  up  to  be  a  young  man, 

Mr.  Lease  has  a  passionate   fondness  tor  harness  and  always    has' 
fine  horse.     He  used  to  deal  in  horses,  and  in  1873,  when   he  took 
lot  of  horses  to  Boston,  he  met  with  an  accident  at  a  collision  in  West- 
field,  Massachusetts,  that  crushed  his  left  leg  and  crippled  him  for  life. 

VICTOR  J.  ZA^M 

Was  born  in  Tolford,  Huron  county,  Ohio,  March  7,  1837.  His  parents, 
J.  M.  Zahm  and  Henrietta  E.  Lang,  came  to  America  in  1832  and  1811 
respectively,  and  were  married  in  Tiffin  in  May,  1836.  In  1838  the 
left  Tolford,  going  to  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  they  remained  unt 
the  year  1846,  when  they  returned  to  Tiffin, 

Victor  attended  the  public  schools  part  of  the  time,  alternately  assist- 
ing his  father,  who  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  At  the  age  of  15 
years  he  entered  the  Advertiser  office  in  Tiffin,  as  an  apprentice  to  the 
printing  business,  which  business  he  followed  with  success  until  the  Call 
of  1875. 

In  October,  1861.  he  was  appointed  first  lieutenant  in  the  jd  Ohio 
cavalry,  and  assigned  to  duty  as  adjutant  of  the  6th  battalion  of  said 
regiment,  and  camping  and  drilling  with  the  regiment,  followed  it 
through  its  various  duties  until  September,  186a,  when,  owing  to  re- 
organization  of  the  cavalry  service,  the  position  held  by  him  beinit 
abolished,  he  was  honorably  discharged  the  service  and  relumed 
home. 

Upon  his  return,  he  resumed  his  former  vocation,  and  in    iSfiS^  H^^ 
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came  the  publisher  of  the  Utisery  Flagge,  a  German  paper,  published 
in  Tiffin  by  his  father,  which,  however,  meeting  with  poor  encourage- 
ment, he  suspended  iat  the  expiration  of  the  year,  and  then  devoted  his 
whole  time  and  attention  to  job  printing,  working  up  a  considerable 
business. 

In  1870,  being  offered  an  opportunity  to  purchase  an  interest  in  the 
Ohio  Eagky  published  in  Lancaster,  Ohio,  he  sold  his  job  printing 
establishment,  purchased  an  interest  in  that  paper  and  assumed  con- 
trol, but  his  health  failing  soon  thereafter,  he  was  compelled  to  dispose 
of  his  interest,  and  return  to  Tiffin.  In  1872  he  again  ventured  in  the 
printing  business,  this  time  in  Toledo,  where  he  remained  several  years, 
and  again  failing  in  health,  he  was  obliged  to  relinquish  his  pursuits  at 
printing. 

In  February,  1875,  he  was  married  in  Tiffin  to  Janet  C.  Lamberson, 
daughter  of  William  Lamberson  and  Mary  A.,  his  wife 

In  January,  1876,  he  was  employed  s^s  clerk  in  the  auditor's  office 
and  soon  after  appointed  deputy  In  the  summer  of  1876  he  received 
the  nomination  by  the  Democracy  of  the  county  as  their  candidate  for 
auditor  and  was  duly  elected.  In  the  fall  of  1878  he  was  re-elected  for 
the  term  of  three  years,  the  legislature  having,  in  the  meantime,  fixed 
the  term  of  the  office  at  three  years,  instead  of  two,  as  formerly. 

The  office  of  auditor  of  Seneca  county  has  ever  been  characterized 
by  marked  ability  of  the  officers,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  of  his 
predecessors  have  shed  more  credit  upon  it  than  the  present  incum- 
bent. 

For  personal  descriptions  of  Judge  Bunn  and  G.  B.  Keppel,  Esq., 
prosecuting  attorney,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  chapters  on  "  Bench 
and  Bar,"  numbers  22  and  23. 

POPULATION  OF  SENECA  COUNTY  IN  1880. 

The  census  enumerators  of  Seneca  county  have  made  their  returns  to 
the  clerk's  office  just  in  time  to  record  the  population  of  Seneca  county 
for  1880  into  this  chapter. 

The  following  is  clipped  from  the  Seneca  Advertiser  of  July  15,  1880: 

CENSUS  RETURNS. 

At  last  the  census  enumerators  have  completed  their  work,  and  we  are 
now  able  to  give  the  population  of  the  county  by  townships,  as  below,  and 
with  them  the  population  of  1870 ;  also  the  loss  and  gain  made  during  the 
past  ten  years : 
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1870.  laSO.  Loss.  (iain. 

Adams 1,537  1,624  7 

Bloom l,4i)2  2,162  070 

JUg  Spring 2,0H\  2,048  36 

ClinUm 1,.'526  1,701  75 

Eden 1,483  l,r>98  Ho 

Hopewell 1,370  l,«>3o  355 

Jackson 1.131  1,394  263 

Lil>ei-ty 1,(>«W  2,159  45)1 

Loudon 1,400  1,277  127 

Fostorla 1,733  3,04o  ij^l2 

Plea.sant 1.352  1,417  ^5 

Reed 1,3;U  1,501  ^jy 

Seneca l.rxS3  1,537  46 

Scipio 1,035  l,s.30  joj 

Thompson 2,070  l,fK)0  170 

Venice 1,781  2,2.31 

Tiffin-First  Ward 3,275  1  ,:W0 

Second  Ward ■  2,373  1,5;>S 

Third  Ward 1.997  ^.iiU 

Fourth  Ward 1 ,37s  ""* 

Fifth  Ward 1,(139 

Totiil 30,827  30,947  379  «j^j),-, 

roruLATiox  of  towns,  villaoes,  ktc. 

1870.  isso. 

(Jreeiispring 74#j 

Hh>omville HS9 

^'ew  Ueigel 2:i0  m;^ 

Adrian 257  214 

Al  vada fi;-{ 

Hettsville .51,s 

Kansas 2i)4 

Berwick 1S8  k^i 

iicpuhlic 4sl  7X.5 

A  tl  ica 375  t^Ki 

Fostoria 1 ,74.3  •  3,o7n  u- 

POPl'LATION   OF  tiffin,   7,SS2. 

The  revised  riji:ures  give  Tillin  a  population  of  7,^82,  as  follows,  by  wards  • 

First  Ward 1  ,:{.s(j 

Second  Ward l,-">:^h 

Third   Ward 1  .i^iy 

Fourth  Ward 1  *i7s 

Fifth  Ward 1  ,«5;^«) 

Totiil 7,S82 
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It  will  be  noticed  that  Seneca  county  lias  made  the  handsome  increase  of 
6,120  during  the  past  decade,  of  which  our  cit>'  is  to  be  credited  with  about 
thirty-six  per  cent.  The  towns  seem  to  have  made  the  most  gains,  and,  in 
fact,  all  of  the  increase.  Over  one-half  of  the  population  of  the  county  is  in 
the  towns.  The  population  of  our  county  since  its  formation  has  l>een  as 
follows:  1S30,  ej,M9;  1H40,  IH.VJS;  IH^iO,  L>7,104;  1S(S(),  ;^0,8t'kS ;  1870,  :W,Sl>7  : 
lasO,  mM7,  Tiffin  had  a  population  of  2,t>08  in  18.)0 ;  .'5,974  in  1860 :  .%i>iH  in 
1870,  and  7,882  in  1880. 

This  shows  a  healthy  and  steady  growth,  of  which  the  citizens  of  the 
county  may  well  be  prou<l." 

Name,  of 
Toicthship,  Enumerator. 

Adams Christian  Iloeltzel 

Big  Spring James  V.  Magers 

Bloom Os<!ar  M.  Ilolcomb 

Clinton '.Virgil  D.  Lamberson 

Eden! '. H.  C.  Pitman 

Jlopewell John  Corrigan 

.     Jackson Hugh  W.  A.  Boyd 

Libert>' J.  D.  Reese 

Loudon George  D.  Acker 

Fostoria  Precinct .J.  C.  Alillbine 

Pleasant J.  H.  Davidson 

llee<l James  Ford 

Scipio William  Bogart 

Seneca Rolla  W.  Brown 

Thompson James  A .  Feese 

Venice David  Sanford 

Tiffin— First  Ward Henry  J.  Weller 

Second  Ward John  B.  Schwartz 

Third  Ward Albert  Beilharz 

Fourth  Ward Ephriam  Messer 

Fifth  Ward '. Frank  II.  Lang 

P.  S. — To  Fostoria  should  be  added    158   persons   in  Jackson  town- 
ship and  375  in  Hancock  county — 4,111  in  all. 
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PROBATE  JUDGES. 

William  Lang  was  elected  in  1851. 

John  K.  Hord  was  elected  in  1854. 

T.  11.  Bagby  was  elected  in  18o7,  and  re-elected  in  1860. 

W.  M.  Johnson  was  elected  in  1863,  and  re-elected  m  18(>6  and  1869. 

U.  F.  Cramer  was  elected  in  1872,  and  re-elected  in  187o. 

Jacob  F.  Bunu  was  elected  in  1878. 

COUNTY  CLERKS. 

Neil  McGaffey  was  appointed  in  1824. 
Joseph  Howard  was  appointed  in  1830. 
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Iriither  A.  Hull  was  s^ppoint^d  in  1R84, 
C.  F.  Dresbach  wuh  itppointed  in  1S40. 
ir<^nr>'  Kbbpi't  wiis  uppoiuted  in  1H4*>» 
FhiUp  Speikuim  \va«  elet'ted  in  1^51, and  re-elected  in  18M. 
Ut^urge  S.  CInistHp  was  elt^cU'cl  in  1857,  and  re-elected  in  IH&}, 
William  M.  I>ildine  wtXA  elected  Ln  ls<>ii,  an^J  re-elected  in  lijtiti. 
Jiieob  (;.  Millbime  was  elected  in  I8(J9,  and  re-electerl  in  1872. 
Jeremiali  Rex  whs  elected  in  1^75,  and  re-elected  in  187H. 

COITNTY  AUDrrORS. 

David  Smith  was  elected  in  1824,  and  served  by  re-election  until  1882. 

Ilavid  E.  Owen  was  elected  in  1832,  and  re-elected  in  1834, 

Levi  Davits  was  elected  in  IHHH,  and  re-elected  in  l5Ci8. 

G.  J,  Keen  was  elected  in  1H40,  and  re-elected  in  1«42. 

F.  W:  Green  wivs  electe<l  in  1^04,  and  re-elected  in  lSt46ttnd  1848. 

Ricbarii  Williams  was  electe<l  in  1H.V1. 

Jfdin  J,  Steiner  was  elected  in  18.52. 

James  M.  Stevens  was  elected  in  1854,  and  re-elected  ifi  1856. 

E.  G.  Bowe  was  electeil  in  1K'>8. 

Isaac  Kag>'  was  elected  in  18«^1,  and  re-elected  in  186ii, 

jMlin  F.  Iledman  was  elected  in  1H<I4,  and  re-elected  in  1866. 

Walter  F.  Burns  v\rm  electa  iji  mm. 

Gus.  A,  Allen  wai5  elected  in  1870. 

Levi  D.  Kagy  was  elected  in  1872,  and  re-elected  in  1874. 

Victor  J.  Zahm  was  electetl  in  l87il,  and  re-eleeted  in  1878. 

corjrrv  TREAstrnERK, 

Milton  McKeal  was  appointed  in  1H24,  and  elected  in  1821*. 
Agreen  Ingraljam  was  elected  in  1827* 

Jacob  Plane  was  elected  in  1828,  and  re-elected  in  1820  and  l.<ij31, 
John  Goodin  wjis  electeil  in  lH:i^»  and  re-elected  in  183t>  and  1837. 
Joshna  Seney  was  elected  in  183^K  and  re-elected  in  184L 
Richard  Williams  was  elected  in  1843,  and  re-elect-ed  in  1845. 
George  Knupp  was  electi^d  in  1847,  and  re-elected  in  184i». 
George  U.  Hetning  was  elected  in  18fj2,  and  re-elected  in  1854, 
Thomas  Heming  was  elected  in  1856,  and  re-elected  in  IH58, 
Samuel  llerin  was  elect.ed  in  1860,  and  re-elected  in  18«2, 
Silas  W,  Shaw  was  elected  in  18«>4. 

Ja<H>b  M.  Zalim  was  elected  in  1866,  and  re-elected  in  1868. 
William  Lang  was  elected  in  1870.  and  re-elected  in  1872. 
Franius  Wagner  wtis  elected  in  1S74,  and  re-elected  in  l87(i. 
John  W.  Barrack  was  elected  in  1878,  and  reelected  in  1879, 

It  should  be  remembered  that  under  the  new  constitution,  the   treas- 
nrer  is  elected  at  the  October  election   and  his  term    of  office    coi 
mences  in  September  following.     The  above  figures,  therefore,  shov 
the  years  when  the   term   of  service   commenced,  not   the   year  really 
when  the  treasurer  was  elected.     Mr.  Barrack  was  re-elccied  mOcto- 
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ber,  1879,  and  his  second  terra  of  office  will  not  commence  until  next 
September. 

PROSECUTING  ATTORNEYS. 

Rudolphus  Dickinson  wiis  appointed  in  1824. 

Abel  Rawson  was  appointed  in  I8:i«. 

Sidney  Smilh  was  appointed  in  1883. 

Selah  Chapin  was  elected  in  1H35.     • 

John  J.  Steiner  was  elected  in  1887. 

Joel  \V.  Wilson  was  elected  in  18i0,  and  re-elected  in  lft42. 

William  Lang  was  electe<l  in  1844,  and  re-elected  in  1H46. 

W.  P.  Xoble  was  elected  in  1848,  and  re-elected  in  18,>0. 

W.  M.  Johnson  was  elected  in  I80I,  and  re-elected  in  1853. 

L.  A.  Hall  was  elected  in  1855. 

R.  L.  (iriffith  was  elected  in  1857,  and  re-elected  in  185JK 

A.  Laudon,  was  elected  in  1861,  and  re-elected  in  1863. 

John  Mc( -auley  was  elected  in  18^'>5,  and  re-elected  in  18(57. 

Frank  Baker  was  elected  hi  1869,  and  re-elected  in  1871. 

(ieorge  W.  Bachman  was  elected  in  1873,  and  re-elected  in  1875. 

G.  B.  Keppel  was  elected  in  1877,  and  re-elected  in  1«79. 

SHERIFFS. 

Agreen  Ingraham  was  elected  in  1824,  and  re-elected  in  1826. 
William  Patterson  was  elected  in  1828. 
David  Bishop  was  elected  in  18;W,  and  re-elected  in  1832. 
Joel  Stone  was  elected  in  1834,  and  re-elected  in  1836. 
Levi  Keller  was  elected  in  1888,  and  re-elected  in  1840. 
Uriah  P.  ('oonrad  was  elected  in  1H42,  and  re-elected  in  1844. 
Eden  Lease  was  electeil  in  li^,  and  re-elected  in  1848. 
Stephen  M.  Ogden  was  elected  in  1850,  and  re-elected  in  1852. 
E.  C.  Wells  (K.  N.)  was  elected  in  1854. 
Jesse  Wurick  was  elected  in  185(),  and  re-elected  in  1858. 
Levi  Wurick  was  elected  in  1860. 

Edward  Childs  was  elected  in  1862,  and  re-elected  in  1864. 
Peter  P.  Myers  was  elected  in  1866,  and  re-elected  in  1868. 
John  Werley  was  elected  in  1870,  and  re-elected  in  1872. 
George  D.  Acker  was  elected  in  1874,  and  re-electetl  in  1876. 
Lloyd  N.  Lease  was  elected  in  1878. 

RECORDERS. 

Neal  McGaffey  was  appointed  in  18:M. 
Abel  Rawson  was  appointed  in  1828,  and  elected  in  1836. 
William  IL  Kessler  was  elected  in  1838,  and  re-elected  in  1842  and  1845. 
Robert  C.  Martin  was  elected  in  1847,  and  re-elected  in  1*50. 
William  Kline  was  elected  in  1858,  and  re-elected  in  1*56. 
Albert  Beilharz  was  elected  in  1859,  and  re-elected  in  1862. 
James  T.  Martin  was  elected,  in  1865,  and  re-elected  in  1868. 
William  DeWitt  was  elected  in  1871,  and  re-elected  in  1874. 
Thomas  J.  Kintz  was  apiminted  in  1874,  elected  in  1875,  and  re-elected  in 
1S78. 
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COTT NTY  (TOMMISSIOXKKS. 


Name.  Ebctrd, 

Thomas  Boyd 1S24 

Heiijamiii  Whitmoro 1S24 

Doctor  Dunn IsiM 

Tlionias   Boyd ls2o 

Timothy  P.  Roberts ISifj 

James  ( ionhm isiin 

Case  Jirown Is27 

James  (it)rdon lS2s 

Timothy  1*.  Roberts lsi>;» 

Case  Brt)\vn ls:U» 

Daviil  Risdon 1S.U 

John  KrUer 1.S.S2 

John  Crnm.one  year is;;:*, 

Marens  Y.  (iraff.  two  years ls;;;j 

John  Seilz.  three  years l.s:w 

Lon*n/o  Abbott ls;U 

Jienjamin  Whitmore ls:r> 

John  Seit'/ 1s:j«; 

Loren/o  Abliott ls.S7 

JohnTerry IKW 

Andrew  Moore ISHJ* 

(ieor^t*  Stoner 1H40 

Jtdni  Terry IMl 

Joseph  Me(^lelhind ls4i' 

Morns  1*.  Skinner Isl:; 

Jacob  Decker Is44 

J(»seph  McCMeHand Is4.') 

M«)rris  1*.  Skinner Is4<i 

Jacob  Decker 1H47 

Samuel  Saul lS4s 


Year 
Name.  Elected. 

David  Burns is-TO 

Samuel  Saul •. l.s.->i 

Calvin  Clark is.'i^ 

David  Burns inrni 

Isaac  Still  well is.->4 

James  Boytl iKVi 

Ku(K>h  TrumlN> ikTjI*, 

nenr>'  Opt is."}? 

Robert  Byrne I8.v< 

Michael  Beard lK"iS> 

Henry  Opt iwio 

Robert  Byrne ihiH 

Peter  Kbersole l.s<)2 

Sanniel  (Jrelle iWKt 

Thomas  W.  Watson IWM 

IVter  Kbei-sole IWwS 

Samuel  (irelie i.siii} 

H.  B.  Rakestraw \m7  . 

J.  E.  Makers ihiw 

S.  M.  0«den \m) 

II.  B.  Riikestraw 1S70 

J.  K.  Maj?ei-s 1K7I 

S.  M.  Oj^den ls72 

Robert  McClelland 1k7;{ 

Solomon  (rambeo 1S74 

Nathaniel  (J.  Ilaywani is?') 

Robert   McClellan<l is7ij 

Solomon  (lamlK'e is77 

William  T.  II  iste \s7h 

James  II.  Fry ih7$» 


Barney  Zimmerman 1H4!) 

SCKVKYOUS. 

David  Risdon  was  appointed  in  ls:i4,  reappcunted  from  time  to  time  and 
served  until  !*<?♦». 
James  Durbin  was  appointed  in  lK'^7. 
Jt>nas  Ilai-shbaj^er  was  eh'cted  in  ls:«>. 
Thomas  Ileminjr  was  eletced  in  1S4:*,  and  re-eU*<'ted  in  IM-'). 
-  Schu\ler  was  elected  in  lsl7.  and  re-elected  in  IS'iO. 
(Jeop^e  Ilolls  was  elected  in  ]sri'.\, 

(icor^re  Ilemin^r  was  elected  in  In-VJ.  and  re-ele<'ted  in  isTjO. 
Dennis  Maloy  was  elected  in  \s^'^'2,  and  re-elect4Ml  in  1S71. 
Patrick  II.  Ryan  was  elected  in  ls71,  and  re-eh'cUMi  in  ls74. 
Samuel  Nij^hswander  was  elected  in  ls77. 

i;oii<)NKKS. 

By  the  hiws  of  Ohio,  the  otticc*  of  a  coroiier  is  u  sine<*ure,  and  the  officer 
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performs  the  office  of  a  sheriff  only  when  the  sheriff  dies,  or  is  himself  made 
defendant  in  a  suit.  At  the  death,  removal  or  resignation  of  a  sheriff,  then 
the  coroner  discharges  the  duties  of  that  officer  and  becomes  sheriff,  ex- 
officio,  a  thing  that  never  came  to  pass  in  this  county. 

Christopher  Stone  was  appointed  in  1824,  and  elected  in  1826. 

William  Toll  was  elected  in  1828,  and  re-elected  in  1830. 

George  Flack  was  elected  in  1832. 

Kli  Korris  was  elected  in  1834. 

Levi  Keller  was  elected  in  l83fJ. 

Henry  McCartney  was  elected  in  1838. 

Daniel  iirown  was  elected  in  1840. 

George  H.  Shaw  was  elected  in  1842,  and  re-elected  in  1844. 

Samuel  Ilerrin  was  elected  in  1840,  and  re-elected  for  many  years  in  suc- 
cession. 

Sylvester  B.  Clark  was  elected  in  1806,  and  re-elected  until  1872. 

James  Van  Fleet  was  elected  in  1872. 

Charles  Mutschler  was  appointed  in  1873. 

George  Willow  was  elected  in  1873,  and  re-elected  in  1875. 

William  Smith  was  elected  in  1877,  and  re-ele«ted  in  1879. 

ASSKSSOKR. 

David  liisdon  was  elected  in  1827,  and  re-elected  in  182?). 

John  Wright  was  elected  in  1S31. 

lleuben  Williams  was  elected  in  18;W. 

John  Webb  was  elected  in  183."). 

John  W.  Kastman  was  elected  in  1836. 

Ilobert  Ilolley  was  elected  in  1837. 

Samuel  S.  Martin  was  elected  in  18:>8. 

Henjamin  Carpenter  was  electe<l  in  1840. 

ASSOCIATE  JUDGES. 

These  otlicers  were  eh'cted  by  the  legislature  for  seven  years,  as  already 
stated  in  the  chapters  on  *'  Hench  and  Bar."  Of  all  these.  Judge  Benjamin 
Pittenger  is  the  only  survivor. 

William  Cornell,  Jaqiies  Ilulburt  and  Mathew  Clark  were  elected  in  1821. 

A  green  Ingraham,  Henjamin  Pittenger  and  Selden  (Graves  were  elected  in 
18:n. 

Henry  C.  Brisli,  Andrew  Lugenbeel  and  Lowell  Robinson  were  elected  in 

IHiiS. 

Andrew  Lugenbeel,  William  Toll  and  IIenr>'  Kbert  were  elected  in  184o. 
Thomas  i^loyd  was  also  elected  to  lill  a  vacancy. 

The  constitution  of  1850  removed  the  office. 

It  may  be  well  to  say,  here,  that  the  office  of  county  assessor  ex- 
pired about  1840,  when  a  law  was  passed  creating  the  office  of  town- 
ship assessors.  The  county  assessor,  in  early  days,  had  no  more  work 
to  perform  than  a  township  assessor  has  now.  It  should  be  remem- 
bered, also,  that  the  land  bought  at  the  government  land  offices  was 
exempt  from  taxation  for  five  years  from  the  date  of  the  sale.     At  the 
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r  ation  of  these  five  years,  the  land  was  put  upon  the  duplicate. 
To  do  this  correctly,  was  tUe  principal  work  of  the  county  ass^rssors. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  ronformity  with  the  plan  I  had  laid  out  in  the  beginning  of  tbis 
work,  as  to  the  manner  and  order  of  introducing  subjects,  wherr  to 
begin  and  where  to  stop,  I  am  admonished  thai  this  is  a  very  good 
place  to  close,  I  have  described  a  great  number  of  old  settlers  of 
Seneca  county,  and  I  am  fully  aware  of  the  fact  that  very  tnatiy  dis- 
tinguished men  and  women  of  the  old  pioneers  have  not  been  mentioned 
and  were  overlooked*     I  had  very  little  aid  in  that  line. 

Nearly  all  my  pen-pictures  of  persons  are  from  my  best  rccollec* 
tions.  The  editors  of  the  newspapers  of  Tiffin  were  so  kind  as  to  call 
upon  the  people  of  Seneca  county  during  last  fall  and  winter  vcrr 
frequently,  to  furnish  me  with  such  material  as  might  aid  in  this  enter- 
prise, A  few  have  responded  Others  saw  proper  to  ignore  the  call* 
It  would  have  been  a  very  easy  task  to  have  told  me  of  some  worili? 
ancestor,  who  drove  his  stake  in  these  Seneca  woods  for  a  home,  and 
where  he  came  from,  what  family  he  had,  who  his  neighbors  were» 
when  he  died  and  how  he  had  lived* 

1  described  those  I  could  remember.  If  others  have  not  beeo 
noticed,  will  you  just  be  so  kind  as  to  blame  yourself?  My  purpose 
was  history  more  than  biography,  and  I  picked  out  such  characters  as 
connected  history  with  their  lives.  In  writing  of  these,  it  was  a  pleas- 
ure, and  like  living  again  with  friends  I  loved,  and  whose  memory  I  aro 
still  left  to  cherish. 

Now,  dear  reader,  you  and  I  are  about  to  part.  If  the  perusal  of 
the  preceding  pages  has  instructed,  amused  or  entertained  you,  II  is 
well.  If  I  have  failed  to  warm  up  in  your  heart  a  feeling  of  love  Of 
veneration  for  your  worthy  ancestors,  who  selected  the  woods  of  Sener^ 
county  to  build  homes  for  themselves  and  their  children;   if  a  gl 

over  Seneca's  past  and  the  efforts  and  struggles  of  the  frontier  s« ^. 

to  redeem  and  build  up  this  heaven*blcssed  country,  will  not  wake  «p 
in  the  bosom  of  the  living  generation,  the  love  and  gratitude  so  r 
earned  and   so   highly  due   your   ancestors,   I  shall  regret  that  I 
failed  in  my  mission,  and  will  hope  that  I  may  never  find  it  oir 

Oh!  that  we   had  the  capacity    to   comprehend  the  toils,  surteri 
and  hardships,  the  deprivations  and  distresses  these  pioneers  of  the  n 
civilization  endured,  in  rescuing  tbis  land  from  the  grasp  of  the  Hritiib 
lion  and  his  savage  ally  through  two  bloody  wars;  could  we  but  ri 
the  manly  strife,  the  fortitude,  the  patriotic  devotion  to  country 
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cause  that  inspired  those  men  to  actions  and  deeds  of  noble  daring  and 
doing,  how  much  more  than  we  do,  would  we  revere  their  memories 
and  carry,  within  our  bosoms,  hearts  more  grateful  for  all  we  enjoy. 

Let  me,  in  conclusion,  quote  the  language  of  Dr.  C.  Q.  Comyges,  of 
Cincinnati,  in  closing  a  short  biography  of  Governor  Tiffin. 

Scattered  here  and  there  in  our  primitive  settlement,  a  few  venerable  men 
and  women  are  found,  the  remnants  of  a  glorious  race  and  an  heroic  age. 
The  wild  solitude  of  nature,  the  wild  animals  they  hunted,  the  savage  men 
who  disputed  their  settlements,  tlie  companions  of  their  joys  and  sorrows, 
are  all  gone,  and  they  appear  like  strangers  from  a  distant  land.  What- 
Ohio  is  to-day  in  her  majestic  strength;  what  are  her  extensive  and  various 
benevolent  institutions;  what  is  her  superb  system  of  education;  what  is 
the  sublime  patriotism'  that  rallied  her  sons  to  the  dread  conflict,  growing 
brighter  and  stronger  to  the  end,  giving  the  great  names  that  shine  brightest 
in  the  dark  splendor  of  war;  wliat  she  is  in  conspicuous  statesmanship, 
and  in  the  vastness  of  her  material  forces  and  moral  power,  comes  from  the 
noble  race  of  pioneers  thus  passing  away. 

Crown  their  deeds  with  praise;  crown  their  memory  with  gratitude;  let 
tjieir  hardihood,  labors,  self-denials  and  deep  piety  excite  their  descendants 
and  those  who  occupy  the  fields  of  their  conquests,  to  emulate  their  courage, 
their  toil  and  their  public  virtue. 

A  people,  to  be  truly  free^  must  be  both  virtuous  and  intelligent. 
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THE  EARTHQUAKE-THE  GREAT  HURRICANE- THE   JERKS-THB    MORMONS 
VAN  BURENITE  SALUTATORY-THE  OLD  STATE  HOUSE.- 


O(^CUHKKN0KS  of  ^eat  imporliince  at  the  time,  but  seldom,  if  ever. 
mentioned  in  these  days,  are  recorded  here  for  several  reasons  :  First 
of  all.  to  nM  to  the  jjeneral  interest  of  this  eiiteri)rise,  and  secondly,  to  piv- 
serve,  as  much  as  possible,  records  of  events  tliat  at  one  time  or  other  at- 
tracted tlie  attention  of  tlie  entire  coinitr>s  and  delied  the  power  of  s(;ience 
to  accomit  for  some  of  these  wonderful  manifestations. 

A  ciuantity  of  other  matter  is  added  here  for  the  convenience  of  the  student 
of  liistory.  and  for  ready  references  to  the  subject  embraced  ;  some  of  these 
are  statistical,  and  othei*s  are  historical  in  their  nature.  These  are  hoi»ed 
will  ])rovc  a  bonetit  as  well  as  a  ]>leasure  to  the  reader,  though,  in  fact,  ft^rni- 
injr  in  themselves  no  part  ol*  the  history  of  Seneca  county. 

IMIYSKWL  AM)  MKNTAL  IMIKNOMENA. 

THK  iJKKAT   KAUTIK^l' AKi:. 

On  the  loth  da\  ot  December,  ISll,  the  lirst  p'eat  shock  of  an  earthquake 
occurred,  that  shimk  the  whole  majestic  valley  of  the  Mississii>j)i  to  the  i-en- 
ter.  and  made  the  Allej^hen>  mountains  tremble  beneath  itsKiK<n»ti<'  tliroes. 
Its  convulsions  agitated  even  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic  ocean.  The  sul>- 
tcrraucaii  forces  which  produced  such  results  nnist  have  l>een  of  iiK-oneeiv- 
able  ma^'uilude. 

The  rcjriim  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  and  in  tlie  southern  iwnt 
t)f  the  state  o\  Missouri  seems  to  have  been  the  center  of  the  Uiost  vitdent 
shocks.     They  were  repealed   at  intervals  of  two  or  three  months.     T\n 
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foaming  current  of  the  MissLssippi.  The  gniveyard  at  New  Matlrid  ves^  at 
one  swoop  torn  away,  and  with  all  \U  muuldering  deail,  swept  dowii  the 
stream. 

Most  of  the  lioiises  in  New  Madri*!  were  .destroyed.  Lari^e  rt»^ons  *»f  for- 
est, miles  in  extent  suddenly  sank  out  of  sigi^t,  while  the  watei^s  niched  in 
forming,  upon  the  si»ot»  almost  fathomless  lakes.  Other  lakes  were  drained, 
leaving  only  vast  basins  of  mud,  whei*e.  apparently  for  centuries,  in  the 
solitiJdes  of  the  forest,  the  Maves  had  rolled. 

The  whole  wihlenieas  of  territory  extending  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio, 
three  lunidre*!  miles,  tf>  the  St.  Fnineis,  was  so  eonvulsed  as  t-o  ert?at(*  lakes 
and  islands,  nivines  and  marshes,  whose  nnnihers  nevercanbe  fully  known. 
Some  of  the  effects  iniidiieed  were  very  dithrull  to  ai'coiiiit  for.  Large  trees 
were  split  through  the  heait  of  tlie  tough  Moorl.  The  trees  wei^  inclined  in 
every  direction,  and  weiv  lodg<?d  in  every  angle  towards  the  earth  or  the 
horizon.  The  undulati<ms  of  the  earth  resembled  the  surges  of  a  tempest- 
ttiHsed  m^ean,  the  billows  evej'  iuerea.sing  in  magnitude.  At  the  greatest  ele- 
vation these  earth  billows  woidd  burst  open,  and  water,  sand  and  coal  would 
be  ejected  as  high  as  the  loftiest  trees.  »Some  of  the  ehiisms  thus  ereatetl 
were  very  deep. 

Wide  ilistricts  %vere  covered  by  a  shower  of  small  white  stmd,  like  the 
ground  after  a  suow  storm>  This  spread  of  desolation  renrlered  the  regit^n 
around  ipiile  uniidiabilable  Un  a  long  time.  Other  immense  tracts  were 
(looded  with  water  frtim  a  few  in(*hes  Ut  a  few  feet  deep.  As  the  water  sid)- 
sided  a  coating  of  barren  sand  was  left  behind. 

Indeed,  it  must  have  been  a  scene  of  bnrror  in  these  deep  forests,  and  in 
the  gloom  of  the  darkest  taglit,  an»l  by  wading  in  the  water  to  the  middle  to 
t!y  fnrni  those  concussions,  which  wert^  occurring  every  few  hnurs,  with  a 
noise  ecjually  terrible  to  beasts  and  birds  and  to  man.  The  birds  themselves 
lost  all  i>ower  and  disposition  t-o  lly.  and  retreated  to  the  bosoms  of  men — 
their  fellow  sufferers— in  this  geneml  convulsion.  A  few  persons  sank  in 
these  chasms,  and  were  proviitentlaliy  extricated.  A  number  perished  who 
sank  with  their  boats  in  the  Mississippi.  A  bursting  of  the  earth  just  below 
tlm  village  of  New  Madrid  arresUnl  the  mighty  Mississippi  in  its  ci»urse,aud 
caused  a  rellux  of  its  waters,  by  which,  in  a  httle  time,  a  great  numtjcr  of 
boats  were  swept  by  the  ascending  current  into  the  mouth  of  the  bayou, 
carried  out  and  left  upi>n  the  dry  earth  when  the  accumulating  waters  of  tlie 
river  had  again  cleared  the  current. 

The  following  is  from  '*  The  ( ;reat  We.st."  '*  There  were  a  number  of  sevem 
shocks,  but  the  two  series  of  concussions  were  particularly  ten  ible,  far  more 
so  than  the  rest.  The  shocks  were  clearly  distinguished  inio  two  classes— 
those  in  whirh  the  motion  was  horixontiil,  and  those  in  which  it  was  perpen- 
dicular. The  latter  were  attended  with  explosions,  and  the  terrible  mixture 
of  noises  that  preceded  and  accompanie<l  the  earthquakes  in  a  louder  degree, 
but  were  by  no  means  m  destilating  and  destructive  as  the  other.  Tho 
houses  crumbled,  the  trees  weaved  bigether.  the  ground  sunk,  while  ever 
anil  anon  vivid  tlushes  of  lightning,  gleaming  through  the  troubled  chuuls 
of  night,  rendered  the  darkness  doubly  horrible.  After  the  severest  shocks, 
a  dense,  black  chmd  of  vapor  overshadowed  the  land,  through  which  no 
struggling  sind»eam  found  its  way  to  cheer  the  heart  of  man.    The  sulphur- 
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ated  leases  that  wen*  <lischargpfl  during  X\w  shocks  taiiit*^d  the  air  wil 
uoxliHis  *^rtluv1a.  aiKl  so  impiviT^tiaU'iJ  the  water  of  tlie  river  for  out*  Iniudred 
arid  tiflv  riiiles  us  to  rtMnler  it  uiitit  for  use. 

In  theint^^rvals  of  LJn^  t^;irthc|uake  thore  waa  oue  eveniu^f,   ant!    ttul  i^ 
briUiuut  ami  cloiirllesii  taie.  in  whirh  the  weHtt^ni  sky  wan  a  roiitii 
of  rvpeatiul  iiejils  of  subterranean  thtnith^r,  sft^minj^  U*  proft^t^d,  us  1 1        .     j< 
did,  from  bel<»w  the  horizon.    Th*'  riit?ht,  whh'h  was  so  I'onspiciHiiui  f or  sab>~ 
tenanttau  thundt^r.  wafj  Ihf  same  period  in  whi<'li  the  fatal  eiirtlu|iiaV'-  *< 
Oai'acafl^  in  South  Amenra,  occurred,  and  it  h  supjwaed  that  Uie?i«^  H 
and  thoBe  evejitc^  were  part  of  the  same  seene. 

One  result  from  these  terrible  phenomena  was  very  obvious.     Tlit*  ptHjp^ 
hi  this  region  hiiil  been  noted  for  tVieir  projlijj^tes  and  impiety.     li«    *  St 

of  these  scenes  of  t*>rror,  all,  Calholies  and   l^rotestanls.  the   i*niv  aj 

the  profane,  became  one  religion,  and  partook  of  oi»e  feeling.  T'wo  UuiHln«l 
people,  speaking  English,  French  arnl  Spanish,  erowde<l  together,  thr^r 
faces  pale,  the  mothers  embraring  their  fliililren.  As  soon  jis 
which  prece<led  the  earthipiake  became  visible,  *is  si»on  as  the  air  i 
little  obscured,  as  soon  as  a  certain  mist  arose  from  the  ea*l,  all  iti  thtttr  ilif- 
fereut  languages  and  forms,  but  all  deeply  in  earnest,  betook  tlieiiiselvr'^  to 
the  voice  of  prayer.  The  cattle,  much  terrilied,  crowded  attout  tlit?»  pe(%(iie« 
seeking  to  demand  protection  or  ct immunity  of  danger. 

The  general  impulse,  when  the  shocks  commenced,  was  to  riiii. 
wh>u  they  were  at  the  severest  points  of  their  motion,  ttio  pt^ 
thrown  upon  the  ground  at  almost  ever>   step.    A  French  geiith 
me  that  in  escaping  from  his  bonse.  the  largest  in  the  village,  he  f.  > 
he  laid  left  an  infant  behind,  and   he  attempt^^d  Ui  mount  np  ' 
pia/za  to  recover  the  rliild,  and  was  thrown  down  a  dozen  tiin 
sion.    The  venerable  lady  in  whose  dwelling  we  lodge<i,  Wiis  ex  i 
the  ruins  of  her  house,  having  lost  everything  tliat  appertained  t<j  her  • 
lishment  which  could   t>e  broken  or  destroyed.    The  ^►eoph*  at  the  I.. 
Prairie  wlio  sulTered  most,  had  their  settlement,  which  consisted  iif  a  hi 
dred  families,  and  which  was  located  in  a  rich  and  fertile  lM>tU>in,hr*^^^^—  ■ 
When  I  passed  it  and  stripped  Ut  contemplate  the  traces  of  the  cat; 
which  remained  after  several  years,  the  crevices,  wdiere  the  earth  hii^  i.ij[> 
were  suthriently  manifest,  and  tJte  whole  region  was  covered  with  igianit 
the  depth  of  two  or  three  feet.    The  surface  was  red  with  (».vydize#f  pyrilii^ 
of  iron,  and  the  sand.ldows,  as  they  were  called,  were  at»undantlv  rr>txt-^l 
with  this  kind  of  earth  and    with   pieees  of  pit  coal,     liuttwcjfan 
majned  of  the  whok  setllement.    The  i>bject  seems  t*i  have  been  h< 
paroxysms  of  alarm. to  est-apc  to  the  hills.    The  depth  of  water  Umt  9uau 
ctivered  the  sin' face  prt^clmled  escape. 

The  people,  without  ext^eptinn,  were  unlettered  backw<iod8meri,  of 
class  least  ad*Hcted  to  reasoning.    And  yet  it  is  remarkable  how  int^tiioiifl 
and  conclusively  they  reasoned.  fiYim  apprehension  aliarpentnl    liy   f^ 
They  ol»served  that  the  chasms  in  the  earth  wereiiithedinn'tionfrota  mmi 
west  U>  northeast,  and  they  w^ea*  of  an  extent  to  swalh^w  up  mit  only 
but  houses,  flown  deep  into  the  pit.     And  these  chasms  occurred  frt 
within  intervals  of  ludf  a  mile.    They  felled  the  tallest  trees  at  rigl 
to  the  chasm,  and  stationed  themselves  upon  the  felled  trees.    Mcau;4uii«' 
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tlieir  cattle  and  harvests,  both  there  and  at  New  Madrid,  principally  j*er- 

ished. 

The  ptniple  no  longer  dai'ed  to  dwell  in  houses.  They  pussed  llmt  winter 
and  the  suct'eeding  one  in  Imrk  hooths  and  *'amps,  like  those  of  tl»e  Indians, 
of  so  light  a  t4'Xture  as  not  to  expose  the  iniiahit5vnt»  to  danger  in  ease  of 
their  being  tlirown  down,  finch  nnmberB  of  latien  boiits  were  wrecked 
aljovethe  Mississippi  and  the  hiding  driven  into  the  e<ldy  at  the  month  of 
the  huyon  at  the  viUage.  which  makes  the  harbor,  that  the  people  were 
amply  provided  with  pn»visioiLS  of  everv  kind.  Flour,  beef.  p,>rk,  haeun, 
butter,  cheese,  apples,  in  tihort  everything  that  is  ratTinl  down  the  river, 
was  in  sneh  abinidance  as  warcely  U>  be  matters  of  sale*  Man)  of  the  boats 
that  came  safely  into  the  bayou  were  disposed  of  by  the  alTrigh ted  owners 
for  a  tiille.  for  the  shocks  continued  daily,  and  tlie  owners  deeming  the 
country  below  sunk,  were  glad  t-o  return  to  the  upper  country  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible. Ill  effect,  a  great  many  islantis  were  sunk,  new  ones  raised,  and  the 
iKtd  of  the  river  very  much  changed  in  ever>^  respect. 

After  the  earthquake  had  moderated  m  violence,  the  country  exhibited  a 
melancholy  aspect  of  chasms,  of  a^md  covering  the  earth,  of  trees  tlux)w*n 
down  or  lying  at  an  angle  of  forty-live  degrees,  a  split  in  the  middle.  Tlie 
liittle  I'rairie  settlement  was  broken  up.  The  Great  Prairie  settlement,  one 
of  the  most  flourishing  before,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  was 
much  iVmiiiisIuHl.  New  .Madrid  dwindled  into  insigniHcance  and  decay,  the 
people  trembling  in  their  miseralde  hovels  at  the  distimt  and  melanclioly 
rumbling  of  the  appnuiching  shocks. 

The  general  government  passed  an  act  allowing  the  inhabitants  of  the 
courjtry  to  locate  the  same  tjuautitv  of  laud  that  they  possessed  here  in  any 
|>art  of  the  territory  where  the  lands  were  not  yet  covered  by  any  claim. 
These  claims  passed  inbj  the  hands  of  speculators,  and  were  never  of  any 
substantial  value  to  the  possessor.  When  I  resided  tliere,  this  district,  for* 
merly  so  level,  rich  and  tieautiful,  had  the  most  melancholy  of  all  aspects  of 
deeply.  Tl^e  tokens  of  former  cultivation  autl  habit^incy  were  now  memen- 
tos of  desolation  and  desertion.  Large  and  beautiful  orchards  were  left  mi- 
inclosed.  homes  were  deserted,  and  «leep  chasms  in  the  earth  were  obvious 
at  fre(|uent  inten  als.  8»ch  was  the  face  cjf  the  countn%  although  the  peo- 
ple had  for  years  become  so  m*custome4;i  to  fretpient  luid  small  shocks,  which 
did  no  essenliul  injury,  that  the  lands  were  gnulually  rising  again  in  value, 
and  New  Madrid  was  slowly  rebuilding  with  frail  buildings  adapted  to  the 
apprehensions  of  the  people.'' 

TIIK  taiKAT  HUBRICANK* 

Another  very  wonderful  phenomenon  that  oceurred  a  few  years  after  the 
great  earthquake  is  also  worthy  of  special  record. 

On  the  IHtli  of  May,  I82i>,  and  after  quite  a  luimber  of  new-comers  had 
settled  in  Seneca,  there  occurred  one  of  the  most  violent  tornadoes  of  which 
history  gives  any  at!count.  It  has  usually  been  called  the  '*  Burlington 
storm/'  because  its  greatest  severity  was  experienced  in  that  townsliip.  It 
commenced  between  one  and  two  o*clt»ck  in  the  afternoon  in  Delaware 
county,  upon  the  upper  wat*Ts  of  the  Scioto,  and  in  the  verj  heart  of  the 
state.    It  seemed  for  a  time  to  sweep  the  surface  of  the  eaith  with  Lnde8<Tih- 
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able  fur>%    It  then  aptutrently  rcise  iii  the  air,  rushing  liloiipr  abcive  thif*  lup$ 
of  the  highest  trees,    S^xm  it  rlesrendpd  witli  increased  viol  i 

detttrnc-tive  way  through  Li<kiu|j[.  Knox  and  Cosh(>rU>n   ti 
eral  c^ourae  was  h  little  nortti  ut  e:iHt. 

Tht*  Untit'  and  violence  of  tlie  wind,  which  accompanieil  tliis  lemtH^st,  lutvi* 
prolublv  never  been  equalled  in  a  uortlui'rn  latitude,  (il^antic  foresUi  iimre 
instantly  uprooted,  and  enormous  treea  were  hurled  like  featliers  UiitMifh 
the  air.  Some  were  carried  several  mileii.  There  was  no  atreii^h  of  tnmk 
or  root  whieh  for  a  single  instant  eo\dd  withstand  the  assault.  iVr*-  - — 
and  horses  were  lifted  bodily  from  the  ground  and  tarried  to  tlie  * ' 
one  or  two  hundred  rods.  There  was  a  ereek,  Iloodeil  witli  rv> 
over  which  the  tornado  passed.  The  gale  so  emptied  it  of  itn  Hcm**  . 
few  minutes  there  was  only  a  smalb  trickling  stream  to  be  »eeii  in  iti*  bei 

There  had  been  .s<»  mueh   rain  that  the  roads  were  very  tuofblv.  :iiid     

fields  were  like  sponges  saturated  with  %vater,    T lie  tornado  st^«  ,t»i 

eveiy  particde  of  moisture,  and  botlt  rojwis  and  fields  were  left  *i  »*4 

ilusty.  The  track  of  the  t<M  iiado  through  Licking  county  was  iilioiit  tw^ 
thirds  of  a  mile  in  Ijreudth,  gradually  increasing  as  the  blast  adviinced*  Tb^ 
air  was  so  filled  with  trees,  buildings,  and  every  kind  uf  Ui*brift,  wIiirM 
ad  high  af  the  clouds,  that  the  spectacles  resembled  imuiense  liirdB  (»redaaj^ 
along  in  hurried  ihght. 

The  vervgroimd  trembled  beneath  the  gigantic  ti^ad  of  this  ten-ifir  stAimi. 
Many  pei*sons  who  were  at  a  distance  of  more  than  a  mile  frona  Uie^lmek  iif 
the  tornado,  testified  that  they  distinctly  felt  the  earth  to  vibrate  beoiiaith 
their  feet.  Those  who  experienred  the  fur>*  of  tlie  tem[»est  state  tJiai  tbr 
roar  of  the  wind,  the  darkened  sky.  the  trembling  i»f  the  eartli.  the  crasli  of 
falling  tindiers,  and  the  air  (jlled  with  trees,  tnigments  of  houses  and  imtlJi*. 
presenter!  a  spectiicle  awful  in  the  extreme. 

The  chiud  from  whitdithis  terrifii*  power  seemed  to  emerge,  wuh  litaek  a» 
tnidiu'ght.  ft  was  tliought  by  some  careful  observers  that  it  niBherl  along  at 
the  rate  of  about  a  mile  a  minute.  It  sometimes  seemed  to  sink  low  to  tlir 
ground,  antj  again  t<i  rise  st»me  distance  above  the  aurfaee.  Tieaietidoitii  sa 
was  the  velocity  of  the  storm,  sweeping  in  one  continuous  course,  it  is  re* 
markalde  that  no  one  could  tell  from  the  fallen  timber  in  which  aireeUon 
the  winci  liad  blown,  for  the  trees  wen?  spread  in  every  way. 

Tliere  were  well  authenticated  iucidents  which  seem  almost  increctiljle.  An 
iron  chain  about  four  feet  hnig,  and  of  the  size  of  a  conimon  plow  chain. 
was  liftetl  from  the  gromid  and  hurled  through  theair^ithalmojit  Ihp  velttcs 
ity  of  a  shot  from  a  gun,  for  the  distam-e  of  half  a  mile,  and  wan  tl  i  ,^ 

in  the  lopmost  branches  of  a  maple  tree.    A  large  ox  wascarrit^d  ♦  ^is 

and  was  that)  so  luiried  beneath  a  mass  of  fallen  trees  that  it  requireii  i^t^v«tnU 
hours'  chopping  to  extiicate  the  animal,  which*  strange  b)  say,  w.i^  no*  nta- 
te*riany  injured.    From  the  same  field  with  the  ox,  a  cow  was  en  ,  ty 

rods  aud  was  lodged  in  the  thick  branch  of  a  tree.  The  trt^e  v, ..,  .,,,,wii 
down,  and  the  cow  was  killed*  An  ox  cart  was  carried  through  tUo  air  fortj 
rods,  jmd  was  tlien  dashed  to  the  grormfl  with  such  violence  aa  U*  break  IbV 
axle  and  t^i  entirely  ilemolish  ivne  of  the  wheels. 

Colonel  Wrigld  hatl  a  house  strongly  built  of  heavy  logs.    Ills  t** 
standing  in  the  ilcHirway  when  the  gale  struck  him,  and  liurle<|  hiui 
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tlie  riMtrn  with  such  violence  iw  to  kill  him  instantly.  The  houjie  was  Vom 
Ui  pie(*t>s.  A  coat,  which  was  hiingfinsr  Tip  in  tjie  sitine  liouye.  was  foiriKl  six 
mouths  aftarwHVd  in  Coshocton  county,  more  I  him  forty  nu'les  from  t[i**  ile- 
molisheti  buiMin^,  It  wii»  lak*'n  hack  tu  Colour*!  Wrin:lit's,  atiil  wa^  clearly 
ideulitied,  Maiiv  li^jlit  artides  isuch  as  shingles,  btxiks  ;md  pieces  i»f  furni* 
tiire  were  c^irieil  Iwcnty  iind  thirty  mik*H.  A  littlt^  girl,  8umh  Ri>bh,  twflvt* 
years  of  age.  was  Uiken  from  her  father's  houtie,  lifted  several  feet  from  tfie 
tjarth.  arid  can  iecl  more  than  an  ei^htli  of  a  mile,  w^hen  she  was  Kently  d^ 
posit^'d  njvon  tlie  ground,  unharmed  as  the  gale  left  her.  Fortnnat-ely,  the 
tornado  pasiied  over  a  wildemeas  region  very  sparcely  settled,  and  but  three 
lives  were  lost, 

THE  .TEltKS, 

Having  thus  alluded  ti5  remarkable  physical  phenomena,  we  ought  not 
pai:»s  in  siieuee  a  mental  i>henomenon,  totally  inexplicable  upon  any  known 
principles  c>f  int<?llectual  philoi4t»phy,  and  yet  thoroughly  attested  by  com- 
petent witnesses. 

The  Rev.  Jiiscph  Badger  was  the  first  missionary  on  the  western  reserve, 
lie  gradnated  at  Vale  college  al>*iut  the  year  17Ho,  and  was  the  higUiy 
esteemed  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in  Blanford,  Massachusetts, 
for  fourteen  years,  lie  was  a  man  of  enterprising  spirit  as  well  as  ferv^ent 
piety,  and  )>ecame  deeply  interested  in  the  i-eligious  welfare  of  the  Indians 
in  noithern  Ohio.  Aided  l>y  a  missionary  society,  he  visited  the  country, 
and  was  so  well  siitistied  that  a  held  of  usefulness  was  opened  before  him 
therw,  that  he  returned  for  his  family  and  took  up  his  residence  among  the 
Wyandols  of  Tpper  Siiudnsky.  extending  his  lahoit*  to  tlie  tribes  on  th«' 
Maumee. 

ills  work  amongst  the  Indians  and  the  scattered  inhabitants  of  the  re- 
serve, was  ver>'  arduous.  b»Jt  interesting  and  valuable.  lie  was  appointed 
by  tTov»>nior  Meigs,  chaplain  in  the  nt>rllieni  army  as  war  broke  out  with 
England,  lie  was  in  Fort  Meigs  dnring  tlie  memorable  seige  of  IHIH,  and 
w*as  afterwards  attached  tc»  tieneral  Harrison's  command.  Mr,  Badt^ei  had 
a  higli  repntatiou  for  sound  jndgment,  energy  of  character  and  superif»r 
intellectnal  endtiwments.    He  died  in  bsKi  at  the  age  of  eighty-nine. 

Quite  a  powerful  revival  of  religion  commenced  under  his  preaching  in 
the  U^wns  of  Austinbiugh.  Mortc^^o  aiid  Harpersheld,  where,  at  that  time 
(isu:!},  he  was  alternately  preaching.  The  revival  was  attended  by  a  strang<* 
bodily  agitation  called  the  jerks.  We  hnd  in  '"  The  Historical  Collections  or 
Ohio"  a  very  graphic  account  of  this  stninge  occurrence. 

It  was  familiarly  called  jerks,  and  the  fii-st  recorded  instimce  of  its  occur- 
rence was  at  a  sacrament  in  East  Tennessee,  when  several  huutlred  of  both 
sexes  were  seir.eil  with  this  strange  and  invohuitjiry  contortion.  The  sub- 
ject w^as  instantaneously  seized  with  spasms  or  con\ndsions  in  every  muscle, 
nerve  and  temlon.  His  bead  was  throWn  backward  and  forward  and  from 
side  Ui  side  with  incfuiceivable  rapidity.  Su  swift  wats  the  motion  that  the 
features  ct>uld  no  more  lie  iliscerned  than  the  spokes  of  a  wheel  can  be  seen 
wlien  revidviug  with  the  grreatest  velocity.  No  man  could  vohmUirily  ac- 
complish the  movement,  tireat  fears  were  often  awiikeued  lest  the  neck 
should  be  dislocated. 
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The  wht>le  body  wa»  often  similarly  ulTerted,  aiitl  the  itiflividnul  was 
driven,  ruftwilbsmrKling  hII  bis  pfToris  to  prevent  it,  tn  the  t:hiirc*t  i^ 

and  luMicps^  oriij  in  the  opt^ri  air  ovpr  atones  and  tlif  tniukt*  of  t;  -!•«, 

iii>  Ihat  liih  eMrrtiw  from  hniised  and  nianjilerl  limbs  stu'aied  ulrciosi  mimnt- 
Jniis.  It  WiiH  of  uo  avail  to  attempt  to  lioUl  or  rt»sfer*iin  one  tho:^  ^itT*- fi»(L 
The  piiroxysni  conthmed  until  it  ^<riubiall>  exhuustal  itself,     ^l  all 

were  imprcsseil  with  tlu^  roiiviraion  that  there  was  somtjtliitij^  s*i,.t  » ,,.,.unil 
in  these  eonvnlsions  and  that  it  wsis  opposing  the  spirit  of  OcmI  Cci  uttt*iDpl, 
l>>  violence  to  resist  them. 

These  npasmoiiic  convidsions  commenced  with  a  Bimplf*  jerkinj^of  tl»t 
foi*e-arm,  from  the  elbow  Ui  the  hand,  violent,  and  as  tiri^ov«^nie<f  hy  (In* 
will  as  what  is  euUed  tht*  shakinj^  palny  would  l»e.  The  jerkn  werp  vt-n*  ?tinl- 
detu  following  each  other  at  short  intenals.    Gradually  jirul    -  ^ly 

they  extended  through  the  arms  to  the  muaeles  of  the  nerk.  the  !  .i|f 

Other  parts  ^f  the  body.    The  etmvtdsions  of  the  neck  were  tlie  in  ut, 

ful  to  behold.  The  bosom  lieave<l,  the  features  were  greatly  dl-  ...  ^j,*! 
so  violent  were  the  spasms  that  it  seemefl  impoMHible  hnt  that  the  ii€M*k  mn^ 
be  broken.  When  the  liair  was  long,  as  waw  fre»iiiently  ttie  ease  with  the^ 
backwoodsmen,  it  wast  oft^^n  thrown  l>aekward  am!  forwanl  with  Hueh  vek»^ 
eity  that  it  would  aetually  snap  like  a  whrp-Iash.  We  are  not  inform^ 
whether  the  victim  suffered  pain  under  these  circumstances  or  not. 

An  eye-witness  gives  the  followini?  i^-raphic  description  of  the  t  n  ^^h 

phenomena:  "  Nothing  in  nature  could   t>etter  represent  this  .^  .{,ii 

umu'coniitidde  operation  tlmn  for  me  togoail  another  alternately  un  u4i^«iidi* 
with  a  piece  of  red  hot  iron.  The  exerciMe  commonly  began  in  the  heait 
which  would  lly  backward  and  forward  and  from  side  to  side  with  a  qaick 
jolt,  which  the  perscvn  would  naturally  labor  to  suppress,  but  In  vaiin;  ami 
the  mure  any  «uie  labored  to  stay  himself  and  be  sober,  the  more  he'stftir* 
gered  and  the  more  his  twitches  increased.  He  must  neceasarily  go  an  he 
was  inclined,  whether  with  a  violent  dash  tm  the  gi-onnd  and  iKiisnee  tmm 
pWf  to  place  like  a  fcwit-ball,  or  hop  around  with  head.  Hmhbt  and  trtml^ 
twitching  ami  jolting  in  every  direction,  as  if  they  must  inevitahly  rt>  {Lstm* 
der.  And  how  such  could  escape  without  injury,  was  no  smttll  wuQcter 
amongst  spe<*tatora. 

•' By  these  strange  operatinns  the  human  frame  wascinnrri(>nl%  :,^ 

formed  and  distignred  as  to  lose  every  tra<-e  of  it.s  natnn*1   h\  e. 

Sometimes  the  head  would  be  twit4_died  right  and  left  to  alio  j    ^-jiji 

such  velocity  tliat  no  feature  could  he  discovered,  but  the  fa*  -  iihI  ji»^ 

much  behind  as  before;  and  in  the  quick,  progressive  jerk,  li  wcnitil  ittHum 
as  if  the  person  was  transmuted  into  some  other  species  of  c^eat^^rf^ 

'^  Mead-dresses  were  of  little  accoutd  among  the  tVmale  jorkera.  Bveot 
handken'liiefs,l»ounrl  tijyfbt  round  the  head,  would  l>p  llirted  off  ultni»st  wUli 
the  first  tTftib^h,  and  the  hair  put  into  the  utmost  confusion.  Thi^  w«^  a 
very  great  inconvenience,  to  redress  which,  the  generality  were  ^hom* 
though  ciuitmry  Ut  tlieir  confessions  of  faith.  Such  m  wen*  n^hjn}  willi 
jerks,  were  wrested  atimce,  not  only  from  their  own  gt)vernnK-fJt,  hiil  that 
of  every  one  else,  so  tUat  it  was  darrgerous  to  attempt  contlnhiif 'fh#.fn  |,r 
touching  them  in  any  mamier,  to  whatever  danger  they  wer** »  y^^ 

few  were  hurt,  except  it  were  such  as  rebelled  against  the  opir  rou^i 
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wilful  and  dolibeml*?  enaiity.  and  refused  to  comply  with  the  injunctions 
whidi  it  came  to  enforce. 

''Ail  who  witnessed  this  unam'ountable  movement,  agree  in  the  declara- 
tion that  the  convulsions  vrere  not  only  invohmtan%  but  resistless.  Stout, 
burly,  wlckeit  men,  would  come  to  the  meetiuj^s  to  scorn  and  to  re\rih». 
Suddenly  the  i>aroxysmft  would  seize  them,  and  tliry  wtvuld  bewlilrled  alMiul 
and  tossed  iu  every  dire<*ticm.  though  cursiug  at  every  jerk.  Travelers  pass- 
ing by.  Hud  who,  from  curiosily,  looked  iu  upon  the  reli«;ious  meetiiigs, 
would  t)e  thus  seized.  These  farts  are  apparently  iis  well  authenticated  as 
any  facts  can  lie  from  human  testimouy.  There  is  lui  philosophy  which  can 
explain  them.  The  laitlifiil  historian  rau  only  give  them  record,  and  leave 
Ihcrii  then /'-  f  AbboltV  Ohio,  UH?S, 

A  short  liistory  of  the  Mormons  is  adtled  to  tliese  pages  here;  not  because 
8eneca  (*ounty  hasiu  any  wise  been  connected  with  them,  but  because  a  dis- 
tinguished chamcUu%  who  was  once  identilied  with  the  onler,  was  for  several 
years  a  respected  citizen  of  Tiffin.  A  man.  also,  who  now  holdii  a  lugh  posi- 
tion among  the  Mormons  at  Salt  Lake  City,  is  a  native  of  Tithn. 

Mormonism  is  about  to  undergo  a  great  change.  Public  seutimeut  is 
opiHised  to  it.  The  Motm<inii  have  hut  this  altenuitive.  viz:  either  to  aban- 
don ptdy  gamy,  or  remove  bcyoud  the  boundaries  of  the  Unitcil  States,  as 
they  did  once  before.  While,  therefore,  the  sect  is  iu  this  transitorv  *'ondi- 
tion»  a  sketch  of  their  past  history  may  be  foimd  of  interest  tti  the  reader: 

MOUMONJ8M. 

New  Hngland  fatuititusm  always  found  a  large  field  of  familiar  spiril«  on 
the  western  reserve,  and  the  jerks  were  followed  by  a  movement  for  a  new 
religion  in  Ashtabula  county. 

Mr.  Solomon  Spauldiug  mtjved  to  I'onneaut  iu  1809.  He  preached  some- 
times, but  with  very  little  success.  He  was  regarded  as  a  worthy  man, 
however,  and  having  tunied  his  attentitiu  to  the  mercantile  business  for  a 
while,  he  also  failed  in  that.  Some  people  at  that  time  advocated  the  idea, 
that  the  American  Indians  were  the  hwt  tribe  of  Israel.  Spaulding  being  a 
man  of  eccentric  tastes  and  habits,  and  of  considerable  antiquarian  lore 
became  quite  interested  in  the  subject  of  the  <»rigin  of  our  country's  alMui- 
gines, 

fonjH'uut  was  rich  in  mouTiments,  mounds  and  fortifications  of  a  past 
race;  and  as  the  past  was  buried  entirely  iu  obscurity, he  undertmjk  to  write 
an  imaginary  narrative  of  the  wanderings  of  the  lost  tribes.  The  book  was 
intended  as  a  historical  romance,  written  .in  the  jstyle  of  the  Bible,  and 
founded  upon  the  supposition  that  the  American  Indians  wei^  descendants 
of  the  Jew^s.  Mr.  Spanldiug's  brother.  Johr»,  visited  him  while  he  was 
writing  tlie  iHKjk,  which  he  entitled,  *'  Manusf-ript  Found,"    John  writes : 

**  It  gave  a  detailed  account  of  the  journey  of  the  Jews  from  Jerusalem, 
by  laud  and  sea,  till  they  arrivetl  in  America.  They  afterwards  hufl  quar- 
rels  and  contentions,  ajid  separated  into  two  distinct  nations.  Cruel  am! 
bloody  wars  ensued,  in  wliich  great  multitudes  were  shiiu.  They  buried 
their  dead   in   large  heaps,  whirh  caused  the  roound.'^  so  common  iu   this 
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country.  ThHr  tirts,  srienceB  aiifl  civiUzjiiion  were  bniut^^it  Into  view,  itt 
order  to  account  for  all  the  curiout*  antiquities  fomidin  various  pofta  ol 
North  and  Soutli  Aineri^^a/* 

Air*  John  S|ijtiihliiitr  tuntiiies  that  the  Mormon  Hi  hie »  so  eatlecl.  is  <rs»tfit« 
tiiilly  thi.s  iuHik.  Mr.  lI*Miry  Lake,  of  Conneant,  al&ti  cormhonnlfs  thU  lr«» 
timony  in  tht»  following  empliatir  words : 

^'  I  left  the  state  of  New  York  lat€  in  the  ye.'ir  18l0»  and  luri^^d  Rt  f  Viik 
neantthelat  of  .Innnary  following.    Soon  after  my  arrival,  f  f n  <k 

partners^hip  with  Siilomon  Spanldinc:  for  the  purpose  ftf  rebuild n  ^*«, 

whif'li  he  had  commen<  ed  a  year  or  two  l>ef(»re.    He  very  frequentiy  ritiid 
to  me  a  manin*enpt  whieh  he  was  writing,  wliich  he  entitled  Ua*  **  \f:tnii- 
ftt'ript  Found/' and  whieh  lie  represented  as  l)einK:  found  iti  this  U* 
«penl  many  hours  in  hearing  him  read  said  writings,  and  lifH-iirrt^*  * 
qtuiinted  with  their  contents.    Tie  wished  me  to  assist  him  in  .  )$ 

productions  printed,  alleging  that  a  hook  of  that  kinfl  wonUl  iiif*  i  *wm  ji 
rapid  snJe.  f  lieaigned  doing  so,  but  the  forge  not  meeting  our  siuitctfril* 
tions,  we  faile<l  in  Imsiness,  when  I  declined  having  anytlnng  tti  i]|»  wiUi  this 
publication  i>f  the  book. 

"Tins  htK:»k  represented  the  Atneriean  Indians  as  the  desreuifjn  't* 

lost  tribes;  gave  an  lU'CoiiuL  of  theii    leaving  Jerusalem,   their  ci  < 

ami  wars,  which  were  many  and  gieat.    One  tinje  wheri  lie  wiv%    \  i 

me  tjie  triigic  account  of  Lahan,  I  pointed  out  to  him  what  I  eon-  i 

inconsistency,  which  lie  promis«^d  to  correct.    But  liy  referring  to  ihr 
of  Mormoru  I  lind  to  my  surprise,  that  it  stands  there  just  as  lie  roaui    .,  ,- 
me  then.    Some  nicmths  ago  I  born»wed  the  Mormon   Bible,  put  It   intoin) 
poeket,  canied  it  home  and  thought  no  more  about  it. 

**  About  a  week  after,  my  wife  found  the  book  in  my  outtt  i>Dclcet  as  It 
hung  np»  and  c«>mmcncerl  reading  it  aloud,  as  I  lay  upon  the  bed.  She  tuid  n^ 
hut  a  few  minutes  till  I  was  astonished  to  tind  the  same  passageri  in  it  tl 
Spanlding  had  rea4l  to  me  more  than  twenty  yeai-s  l>efore  from  the  '*  Mj 
cript  Found."  Since  then  1  have  more  lully  examined  the  Mormon  Hih 
and  have  no  iiesitancv  in  Siiyi^n^  that  the  historical  part  of  it  is  pi 
if  not  wholly,  taken  from  the  "  Manuscript  Found."  t  well  nn'tdt 
Mr.  Spanlding  that  the  so  freiinenl  use  (d'  the  wc»rds :  'And  it  can»i 
rendere<l  it  ridiculous.  Spanlding  left  here  in  ]si2,  mid  I  ftirni  ._ 
means  to  carry  him  to  Pittsburgh,  wht're  tie  siiid  he  would  g^t  the  ImxiIc  tirltit' 
ed  and  pay  me.    I  hemd  notbuig  more  from  him.'' 

The  testimony  of  six  other  witnesses  is  equally  clear  on  this  polnL 
Simnltiittg  was  vain  of  his  writings  and  was  eontiimally  Heading  Uu*in  to 
neighbors,  tt  is  much  easier  to  write  sucti  a  lMK>k  than  t4i  get  any  «iae 
publisli  it.  It  is  not  known  what  use  he  maile  t»f  the  mantiscript,  lfi»  r^ 
mained  in  FiUsbm^gh  two  or  three  years  and  ilied  in  Aunty  in  isui 

Several  years  afterwards,  when  this  manuseript,  with  suni 
and  alterations,  apt>eared  as  the  Mfirmon   Bilde^  SpauMing^s  w 
that  it  was  her  impression  that  her  husban<l   l^xtk  the  manuscii 
publishing  house  of  Messrs.   Patterson  &  Lamhtlin,  hut  that  sin 
know  that  it  wsts  ever  returned.     Lambdin  died.    The  esUdditihmt*aC  WWt 
broken  up,    Pattei'son  had  im  recollection  of  the  manuscript. 
About  the  year  1823.,  a  imm  by  the  name  of  Sidney  litgdoii  eame  to  Pitta- 
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biirgli.  lie  was  a  very  ecrentric  elmnirter,  with  an  unbalanced  miiKl  and 
ftumewbftt  of  a  mono-inttniiic  on  the  Hiblp.  "  Up  liad  been  a  waiulering 
preaclter  witbout  any  eixlpsiustiral  afliliatiotj,  lie  beciime  von  intimale 
with  LauibtltJi  and  was  often  in  tlie  oflict?  when*  the  mannsi'iipts  were  kept. 
He  quit  preacdiing  for  thi-ee  years  to  wtndy  the  Biblt;.  lie  was  fond  of  dis- 
putations and  was  a  suit  of  religious  Istima<dif-H.  Here  in  Lambdin*s  odice 
Kigdoii  found  Spaulding's  marinsrript  anii  reji^l  it  with  gre^it  interest.  Mi» 
erazy  mind  ai»sorl>ed  it  alb  He  copied  the  whole  thing  and  claimed  tiie 
authorship  iu  Inmself. 

In  his  wandmo;<s»  lie  maile  the  aei|nairitaiiee  <»f  another  singuhir  man* 
named  J»>e  Smith,  who  professed  to  possess  the  art  of  divination,  by  wluch 
wei*e  revealed  b)  him  treasures  hidden  in  the  ground.  Smith  Wfis  at  that 
time  tliKging  for  money  on  tlje  banks  of  the  Susquehanna,  lie  is  represent- 
ed by  those  opposed  t/»  his  i>retentions  a^J  a  man  of  low  assm-iates,  averse  tf» 
all  regular  industry,  very  voluble  in  sv»eeeh,  having  great  self  eontidence, 
and  with  unusual  power  of  duping  others,  lie  ha<l  some  seer-sb»nes,  by 
which  he  could  Unik  iuto  fiituiity  as  well  as  into  the  bcjwels  of  the  earth. 

Smith  dodged  around  the  country,  from  place  to  place,  sometimes  attend- 
jing  revival  meetings,  praying  and  ejthorting  with  great  exhu  tie  ranee  of 
P\vords,  it  was  bard  to  tell  whether  Joe  was  a  hypocrite  or  a  fanatir,  ura 
mixture  of  both.  Smith  and  Rigdou  just  stiited  for  company.  These  mono> 
,  maniacs  Umk  the  •*  Manuscript  Fomur'  for  their  guide,  and  originated 
l(^rmonism.  No  doubt  they  felt  themselves  guided  by  the  Holy  Tf host  to 
form  a  new  religion.  Smith  was  cunning  and  ver&itile  anti  hail  the  seer- 
Ifttone,  in  which  the  illiterate  had  faith.  Si<iney  was  a  printer  and  a  preacher, 
full  of  words  anrl  full  of  Spanlding's  manuscript.  Smith  had  bnias  an<l  self- 
Iconlidence  that  knew  no  blush.     He  took  the  lend. 

Writes  Mr.  Ferris  i  "  A  portion  of  mankind  have- been  looking  for  the  last 
Itlays  for  the  past  eighteen  hundred  years,  and  at  the  period  iu  questirm  were 
Irea^ly  to  nm  into  Millerism  or  any  other  *'i8m."  wliere  their  noticms  could 
'  accommodated  in  tius  respect.    A  prophet,  therefore,  who  could  super- 
add to  the  discovery  of  the  golden  Bible  a  proclamation  of  a  sj>eedy  destruc- 
tion of  all  mundane  things,  a  power  of  attorney  fc»r  the  restoration  of  ajj 
authorized  priesthood  ajel  the  gathering  of  the  .HaintvS,and  make  a  foimidable 
.disphiy  of  minieulous  powers,  wastlie  most  aceeptable  gift  which  could  be 
ijinule  to  popular  superstition.    Here,  then,  would  seem  to  have  been  com- 
bined the  elements  of  an  atmosphere,  w^hich  htvs  since  branched  out  and 
rgatbered  strength,  until  it  has  become  tlie  most  noted  instance  in  nuKlern 
Itimes  of  tlie  development  and  growtli  of  religious  fanaticism." 

Joe  Smith's  story  is  as  foUows:  lie  says,  in  the  year  ls20,  as  he,  in  a  re- 

Itired  idace,  was  earnestly  engaged  in  prayer,  two  angels  appeared  to  him, 

[They  informed  him  that  God  had  forgiven  all  his  vsins,  and  that  he  was  the 

[<*boscn  instrument  U)  introduce  a  new^  dispensation ;  that  all  the  tlien  reli- 

|l(ious  denomtmitions  were  in  error;  that  the  Indians  were  the  desceutlants 

fof  the  lost  tribes;  that  they  bad  brought  with  tliem  to  this  country,  inspirt*d 

writings;  that  these  WTi tings  were  safely  deposited  in  a  secret  place,  and 

that  he  was  selected  by  God  to  receive  them,  and  translate  them  into  the 

English  tongue. 

There  was  considemble  negotiation  before  the  angel  condeaceuded  t/>  pnt 
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tin*  plat<»s  into  his  hands.  At  length  the  anfcel  told  him  whone  they  were 
to  l)t»  foun<i.  About  four  miles  from  Palmyra,  Xew  York,  there  was  a  small 
hill  or  inoun<i.  Smith  du(?  (Uavii  on  the  left  side  of  the  mound  and  found  a 
larjje  stone  ])ox.  so  carefully  seale<l  that  no  moisture  could  enter  it.  Here 
the  j>lates  were  found.  Orson  Pratt,  one  of  the  first  converts  to  Mormon- 
ism,  and  one  of  it,s  most  distinguished  advocates,  j^ives  the  ft)llowiu|xa<'count 
of  the  plates  as  then  found  : 

••  These  records  were  engfraved  on  plates  which  had  the  api)e;)rance  of 
gold.  Each  plate  was  not  far  from  seven  by  eight  inches  in  wi<Uh  and 
length,  being  not  tjuite  so  thi<'k  as  common  tin.  They  were  lilled  on  l)oth 
sides  with  engravings,  in  Egyptian  characters,  and  were  )K)und  together  in 
a  volmne,  as  the  leaves  of  a  book,  and  fastene<l  at  one  edge  with  three  rings 
running  through  the  whole.  This  volume  was  something  like  six  inches  in 
thickness,  a  part  of  which  was  sealed. 

"  The  (Oiaracters  or  letters  upon  the  unseale<l  part  were  small  and  iKtiuti- 
fully  engraved.  The  whole  luM>k  exhibited  many  marks  of  anticpiity  in  its 
construction,  as  well  as  much  skill  in  the  art  of  engraving.  With  the  reconl 
was  found  a  curious  instrument,  called  by  the  ancients  the  Trim  and  Thum- 
min,  which  (ronsisted  of  two  transparent  stones,  clear  as  (rrystal,  set  in  the 
two  rims  of  a  bow.    This  was  in  use  in  ancient  times  by  pei*S(ms  called  seers. 

It  was  an  instrument,  by  the  use  of  which,  they  recived  revelations  of 
things  tlistinit  or  of  things  past  or  future." 

Is  it  not  provi)king  that  a  boy  who  had  ever  attended  a  8(*hool  in  Titihi 
should  embrace  such  InmibiV  as  religion  V 

Joe  Smith  })oldly  exhibited  these  apparently  golden  plates,  but  no  unsiinc- 
titied  hands  were  permitte<l  to  touch  them.  lie  also  showed  a  very  highly 
polished  marble  box.  which  he  said  had  contained  the  plates,  an<l  which,  in 
that  case,  must  have  miraculously  retaine<l  its  lustre  for  countless  centuries. 
Hut  it  had  been  observeil  some  time  before  that  Joe  Smith,  his  bmther, 
Hiram  and  another  man  by  the  name  of  McKnight  were  very  busily  em- 
ployed in  some  secret  work,  which  particularly  engrosseil  their  time  in  the 
hours  of  darkness.  It  was  suspecUMl  that  they  were  engaged  in  some  countr 
erfeiting  i)perations.  According  to  Joe  Smith's  account,  they  were  engaged 
in  lonely  vigils  and  in  prayer. 

It  was  emphati<'ally  true  of  the  new  prophet  that  he  had  but  very  little 
honor  in  his  own  country.  His  peculiar  claims  excited  ridicule  and  con- 
tempt. Mobs  beset  his  house,  demanding  a  sight  of  the  most  famous  plates. 
At  length  the  annoyance  Iwcame  so  great  that  he  Med  from  Palmyra  and 
t4M)k  refuge  in  tlu'  northern  part  of  Pennsylvania,  where  his  father-in-law- 
resided.  He  sccn'ted  his  plates  for  the  jouriH'v  in  a  barrel  of  beans.  Ileing 
(luieily  liousi'd  in  his  retreat,  he  commenced,  by  divine  inspiration,  trans- 
lating the  Egyptian  hii'roglyphics.  As  hi'  scareely  knew  how  to  writ<»  him- 
self, he  enij»Ioyed  a  scribe,  one  Oliver  <'owdery.  Stationed  behin<1  a  .screen, 
when*  ('ow»h'r>  rould  not  see  him,  he  professed  to  look  through  the  Trim 
and  ThuMiniini.  ami  thus  translated  the  unknown  symbols,  sentence  by  sen- 
tence. 

Tlie  work  prociiMh-d  very  slnwly.  and  month  afti*r  month  passe* I  away 
while  it  wa-N  ill  pri»irress.  During  this  time.  John  the  I ia]»tist  appeared  to 
theni.ba\ing  l>eeii   sent   by  the   Aj)ostles   Peter,  James  and  Jolm,  and  or- 
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fluined  first  Smith  and  then  Cowiiwry  into  tbe  priestbood  of  Aamii,  The 
family  of  the  pmphet*f*  fathtn  lit*i'umt*  <'onv**rts.  and  then  an  imli vidua!  by 
the  name  of  Martin  Ujiri is,  Tbt*  diarnctor  of  thi»  msin's  mind  may  bf^  in- 
tVrred  from  the  fm*t  that  hn  hud  been  ii  timiken  Methodist,  IlaptJt^t  and 
tin:Uly  a  Pn^sbyterian.  Hiirris  tiad  some  property  urul  Smith  inipoitnned 
tiim  to  fnrnlsli  funds  to  publish  th*»  briok,  assnrincf  bini  that  it  w«»uld  pro- 
duce ai*  entire  chaiijjf**  iu  the  worhl  and  siwe  it  from  ruin. 

Mr.  Harris,  a  simple-iuiuded,  well-meaning  man.  wi\iiyery  anxicius  to  see 
tbe  wonderfid  phites,  but  the  prophet  avowed  tliat  be  wits  not  yet  holy 
enough  to  enjoy  that  privilege.  Howtrver,  after  mueh  importunity,  be  gave 
Mr,  Harris  a  transcript  ctf  some  of  the  <diaracters  on  a  piece  of  paper.  As 
Mr.  Usinift  was  parting  witli  his  money,  he  eviilently  felt  some  solicitude 
lest  be  might  be  deceived,  since  all  around  him  were  speaking  coutemplu- 
ously  of  the  prophetic  claim  of  Joe  Smith,  and  he  adopted  the  wise  prttcau- 
tion.  prcjbaldy  urged  to  it  l*y  some  of  liis  friends,  of  submitting  the  paper 
with  the  hieroglyphics  tt)FrofeH80i('harleH  Authou,a  ilistinguished  Oriental 
scholar  in  New  York. 

Mr.  Howe,  in  writing  a  history  of  M<u'monism,  subsequently  \\Tot*  to 
l*rofessor  Anthim.  making  inquiries  upon  this  sul»ject.  He  received  a  reply 
under  date  of  February  17, 1834,  from  which  we  make  the  following  ex- 
tnicts : 

"8ome  years  ago  a  plain,  apparently  simple-hearted  fanrier  called  on  me 
with  a  note  from  Dr.  Mitcliell.  requestiiig  me  to  decipher,  if  possible,  the 
paper  which  the  farmer  would  Jmnd  me.  Upon  examining  the  paper,  I  soon 
came  to  tbe  conclusion  that  it  was  all  a  trick,  perhaps  a  hoax.  When  I  asketl 
the  i^ei-son  who  brought  it,  how  he  obtiuned  tbe  writing,  he  gave  me  the 
following  account : 

*  A  gold  book,  containing  a  number  of  plates,  fastened  t4»gether  by  wires 
of  the  same  material,  iiad  been  dug  up  in  the  northern  part  of  the  state  of 
New  York  and  along  with  it  an  enormous  pair  of  spectacles.  These  spec- 
titcles  were  so  large  that  if  any  person  attempted  to  look  tliro?igh  them,  his 
two  eyes  would  look  through  one  glass  only,  the  spect^iclea  being  altogether 
too  large  for  the  humcui  fiwe/  *  Whoever/  he  said, '  examined  tlie  plates 
through  the  glass,  was  enabled  not  only  t*)  read  them,  but  fully  to  under- 
stand their  meaning.' 

*' Although  this  knowledge  was  confined  to  a  young  man,  who  bad  the 
tnuik  containing  the  book  and  spectacles  in  his  sole  possession.  This 
young  man  was  placed  behind  the  curtain,  etc.,  etc. 

*'  The  farmer  had  been  requested  to  contribute  a  sum  of  money  towanls 
the  puldii-ation  of  the  golden  book,  and  that  lie  had  intended  to  sell  Ids  farm 
and  give  the  ami  Mint  fof  that  purpose. 

'^  On  hearing  this  old  story.  1  changed  my  opinion  about  the  paiier,  and 
instead  of  viewing  it  any  longer  as  a  lioax.  I  began  to  regard  it  as  a  Sfherne 
to  cli^at  the  farmer  td'  Ids  numey,  a»id  I  warned  bim  to  loi»k  out  for  rogues, 

"The  piipcr  was  a  singuhir  scroll.  1 1  contained  nil  kinds  of  singular 
characters,  (ifcek  aufl  Helirew  letters,  crosses  ancl  dourishes.  RoTnaii  letters 
inverted  or  placed  sideways  were  ranged  and  placed  in  perpendicular  c(d- 
umns,  etc, 

8c»metime  after,  the  farmer  paid  me  another  visit    He  brtiught  with  bim 
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Uie  *  goM  bo*)k  '  in  prii»t.  jind  ofTertnl  it  to  me  for  sale.    Id*'  ^  T  * 

ing>    1  nclvH  t^ii  oiK'e  mori^  to  Ut*^  rojjiierv  wlneh.  in   tnyop  n^n 

j>i*7w*tiep<l  upnti  liim  and  a^keij  hjm  what  liad  iK^rome  of  f  Hi* 

iufornu'd  me  that  tlioy  wt^re  in  tiii*  trunk  with  the  h\>  >i-i| 

Uim  to(^o  to  a  ma^nstrute  and  liav«?  the  trunk  exaniined.  lli*  **«id  tin*  (^nrw 
of  (4<mI  w»»nld  <'(»m*^  Oil  him  if  lie  did.  On  my  ^>^*^ssing  hkn.  Iiuwt^vf  r,  to  150 
lo  a  muMfi^^i'd*',  h*^Yold  nw  !ie  would  open  Uu*  trunk  if  I  wciiild  take  tbe 
(•nr»r  nf  God  niH)n  myself,  I  ix^plied  tlmt  I  would  do  so  with  thf!  {n^»li*sil 
willin|?ne.s8  and  would  incur  every  mk  of  that  nature,  provided  1 4!OuJtl  citily 
extricate  him  from  the  gnisp  of  a  ro|^ue.    He  then  left  me,  et<i. 

"  Yours  respectfully,        t'HARLEH  A^TTllON,** 

A|?aiii  the  foramnnity  berume  riamorous  to  see  the  plates,  iiiid  H  was  re- 
vealed to  Joe,  to  sliow  them  t*)  three  witnesseft  chosen  hy  th»^  t#nrif ,  Th*a* 
were  Oliver  Cowdery.  Martin  Harris  and   David  Whitmer.   a   10  "rt, 

who  ,sid>seqnently  j?*-ttinjj:  into  a  <juarre!   with  Mome  <if  the  Mv  mu 

a<MMised,  toi^etiier  \^ith  Cowdery.  uf  Ijeintr  Cimneeted  with  a  gang  olcitunltT- 
feiters,  thieve.s,  liars  and  bhu-klegs  id  the  deeiH^i*t  dye.  to  d**L^dVf ,  vhrni  aoil 
d e f rji ml  the  sa i n tM-  T ii i s  t  i nid e  of  ah  1 1 se  was  set  o n  ft H>t ,  ho w^e vt*r,  n n ly  mfXer 
the  Mt^rmouK  had  i1nishe^l  tlieir  temple  at  Kauvoi»,  ami  Jot^  8iniili  UmuA 
i'owrh'ry  to  he  ver>  much  in  his  way  for  the  leadej-Hhiy*.  when  lu*  m^soriMl  la 
all  manner  of  violonee  to  drive  I'owdery  ont  of  Ijis  »Hy. 

The  Ehkruf^  Journal  alt*o  »Y*<^ke  Of  Martin  Harris  in  the  fcdIowiJtg  tlisnw 
spK'tf  id  terms : 

'*  Martin  Harris  is  sofar  beneatli  eontempl,  that  a  noUee  of  tiim  wotilil  l<» 
too  Kreat  a  sacrilk-e  for  a  gentleman  to  make/* 

Those  were  tlie  api»stles  to  testiry  to  the  golden  plate**.  Their  meairre  Iwi- 
timoiiy  was  a.s  follows: 

'*  An  aivprel  of  <lod  nime  down  fnmi  heaven  and  brought  and  laid  lirfiin" 
our  eyes,  that  we  beheld  and  saw%  the  plates  and  the  enjkjniving  tlieneiiri/' 

Ko  one  ilouhte<l  tlmt  Joe  bad  iu*epai>Hl  these  things,  yet  he  was  are«fit4«<| 
as  a  divinely  appointe<l  projdiet.  On  the  1st  of  June,  IHijO,  he  urguiib^'id  11 
band  of  tldrty  f»dlowers  nt  Fayette,  Ont4ino  county.  Petinsylvania  »*i**  ^h*^^^ 
saints  were  held  in  sneh  slight  repntr*  where  they  were  known  >'it 

leader  eoneludKl  to  remove  them  to  Kirtland.  Ohio.  Ilere  they  u.^^^-^MrurNi  i lie 
name  of  the  Latter  Day  Haintn*  Three  thi»usan<l  i>eim)ns  gave  \u  IhHt  ttd- 
hesiim  to  Jm*  Smith,    Some  of  these  had  wealth.    Now  it  wa8  >  Mo 

Jo**  that  they  should  build  for  him  a  house  and  give  him  food  ;n  ^^i 

and  all  he  neeiled.  whirli  was  done,    Joe  lieeame  rich  and  eslabli  ult 

whieh.  iiesalit.  e<udd  never  fail,  as  it  was  institnted  *"  by  the  ^  i  j,^ 

Ibit  it  did  fail— and  l>adly- 

The  losei^  by  the  failure  of  the  bank  proenred  pmc^^gg  for  Joe  aitrl  Hfijdon, 
who  bolli  Hill  awav.    For  this  rmiaway  Joe  excused  In mself after'  -n 

Bible  grounds;  And  as  Jesus  saiil,  when   they    perstn-ute  you  in  sy\ 

llee  to  another,  J(»e  said,  **  these  per'stHnitoi's  folhiwed  tliem  nu*Tv  than  Iwrt 
hundn^l  miles,  armed  with  swords  and  pistols,  seeking  l.h<'ir  lives/' 

Thereupon  the  Mormons  moved  to  I ndependene^,  Jackson  couiitj,  jdlji- 
sonri,  where  they  bought  a  large  tract  of  land.  Converts  were  mn*'  -  •'  ■  a 
ncwsprtp«T  c^Uililished  and  a  town  spning  up  hb  by  magic,    Stujo  iu* 

bered  twelve  limidrtHL 
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Ere  long  the  disgust  of  the  people  of  Missouri  wiis  exHted  against  them. 
People  did  not  wish  to  live  near  them,  Jind  their  presenee  diminished  the 
vahie  of  property  in  the  snrronuding  ronntry.  The  Mormons  tieciime  de- 
tiunU  raised  a  large  military  force  and  declared  that  they  were  a  law  unt^» 
themselves,  and  set  the  public  authorities  at  deflance.  The  governor  mar- 
stialled  a  force  of  hmr  thousand  militia  u>  keep  unter  and  probably  to  intimi- 
date the  Mtirmons  and  actuate  them  tt)  leave  the  State,  There  ha<l  alrea<ly 
been  a  uontlicL*  in  which  eiglit  MiHs<mrrans  were  wtninded  and  twenty-five 
Mormons  were  killed  and  thirty  wounded.  The  enraged  Mormons  burnt  the 
small  towns  of  (tallatin  and  Millport.  They  ravaged  the  country  in  niitl- 
wmter,  driving  the  women  and  children  from  their  homes  and  laying  the 
farm  houses  in  ashes, 

General  Clark  was  in  command  of  the  governmental  forces,  who  wrote  to 
the  governor:  "  There  is  nt»  crime,  fnun  treason  down  to  petit  larceny,  but 
these  people,  or  a  majority  of  them,  have  not  been  guilty  of;  all,  t^m,  luider 
counsel  of  Joseph  Smith,  the  prophet.  They  have  committed  treasfin,  arson, 
burglary,  robbery,  larceny  and  perjury.  They  have  societies  forme<l  under 
the  most  binding  covenants  and  the  most  horrid  oaths  to  circumvent  the 
laws  and  put  them  at  defiance,  and  to  plunder,  bum  and  murder  and  divide 
the  spoils  for  the  use  of  the  church,'* 

The  governor  issued  lui  order,  which  was  worded  very  unfiutunately : 

*  The  ringleaders  of  this  relMdlion,  sbt>uld  be  ma<le  an  example  of.  If  it 
shoulti  become  necessary  Ut  the  public  peace,  the  Mormons  should  l>e  exter- 
minated, or  expelled  from  the  St^tte," 

Tiie  people  of  Jackson  county  offered  l<i  buy  them  (Hit  and  to  have  the 
prices  of  their  luopeiiy  Uxed  by  three  commissionei-s,  with  laie  liundrtHl  per 
cent,  in  additiiui.  They  refused  to  leave.  The  militia  disarmed  the  Mor- 
m(rns  and  took  iibfmt  forty  i>risoners.  Joe  Smith  amaugsl  tiiem.  They  were 
ei)mpelh*d  to  ent*^'  into  a  treaty,  by  which  they  agreed  to  withdraw  from  the 
state.  Five  commissioners  were  appointed  to  sell  their  pri»perty,  pay  their 
debts  and  aid  them  in  removing.  The  state  appropriate^il  two  thousand  dol- 
lai-s  for  their  relief.  Still  there  was  much  suffering*  as,  in  mid-winter,  tliese 
immerous  fiimilies  travei*sed  nearly  the  whole  breadth  of  Missouri,  and 
crossing  the  Mississippi  river,  entered  the  state  of  Illiuius, 

The  cry  of  perseeution  had  ju'ece4led  theni,  and  the  i>eoplfr^  of  Illinois  re- 
ceived U»em  very  kindly.  The  American  peoi>le  are  very  prompt  in  tlirow- 
ing  their  sympathies  on  the  side  of  those  that  are  persecuted  for  opinion \s 
.sake. 

The  Mormons  settled  down  in  Hancock  county,  *>n  the  eastern  bank  of  the 
Mississippi.  Here  they  commenced  rearing  a  new  city,  whieh  they  called 
Nauvo<i,  Missionaries  of  the  new  faith  had  l>een  sent  abroad  in  all  dire«> 
tions.  t*onverts  were  multiplieih  They  llocked  to  Nauvoo,  In  a  short  time 
they  increased  b>  tifteen  thousand  inhalVitants.  Smith  luul  a  new  revelation. 
The  failliful  were  enjoine<l  to  "bring  gold  and  precious  materials  fi^r  the 
building  of  a  temple  for  the  worsliip  (»f  ifod.  and  a  bouse  for  the  dwelling- 
place  of  the  proiihet." 

Ere  long  it  was  estimated  that  by  the  labors  of  the  missitmaries  in  this 
country  and  Europe,  the  Mormons  numbered  l'»ii,tMML  Nauvoo  assumed  a 
thriving  aspect.    A  military  band  was  organized,  consisting  of4,0UUmeu, 
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well  armed  and  *Hsw-i|>HTiorL  Jo*^  had  another  new  rewlaliun,  not  only  nit- 
thori/.in^  tht*  saints  to  takn  njort^  thjiu  one-  wif*^  but  tnuoiniiig  it  H\Hn%  tliifu 
as  u  duty  to  tiike  sevmiil  mtjidenH  to  wilV,  und  thus  Win)  them  to  h^^.tvf-n 

ThiH  stfp  shocked  iinite  a  nnmher  of  thr  simplp-niindwJ   V'  \ 

them  to  withdraw,  bntinoiv  wme  hired  to  join  them  hv  the  li<  . 
verts  were  mnltifdred  faster  timn  ever.  Joe  whm  aeeiisf*<l  of  .sediicinis  Uia 
wife*  of  a  I>r.  FoMer.  Tfie  injnred  hnsUuid  pnJjliHhed  jitlklavlu*,  c^liMrtj^ 
l>i*ovtng:  the  ehiirge.  A  wurmnt  from  a  neiifhboring  nia^n^itiale  \vi%H  ;«*M<tirMl 
for  the  an  est  of  theenlprit.  Joe  ealled  v>ut  his  iiriued  men  »rid  ilmvr  ttif» 
sheriff  from  the  eity.  This^  i-ansnl  great  exeitemenl  and  thi*  statn  ttiilitia 
WJis  called  f»iit  to  enforce  the  laws.  Thei*e  wjw  every  pn»8peel  for  civil  n*ar. 
Tlie  j^overmn*  rnme  to  Nan%oo,  Joe  knew  what  was  eotnin^,  arid  Iw*  atifl 
his  brother,  Hiram,  surrendered  to  the  warrant  under  a  pledge  of  iH^rMkiiit] 
safety.  They  were  tioth  taken  t<i  t!ie  jail  at  ('artha^tre,  where  tliey  w#*f»*  hHd 
under  the  e!mrj<e  of  treason,    Popuhu"  exeitemetit  and  ijidi^nalifir  i- 

t^n»e.     A  jftianl  wait  phieed  around  the  jail  to  prot^eet  the  prisoru*!  m 

exajsperatetl  eoniniutn'ty.  Ttie  rry  was  louil  for  the  destrnetion  of  Niiuvoo, 
an<l  tlie  expulsiou  of  all  the  ii)luihitant,s. 

At  six  oVloek  ou  tlie  evenin^^  of  the  iTTth  of  November,  IS44.  two  Uuiidrtnl 
men  in  disguise  approached  the  jail,  Un  ust  the  jj^iard  aside,  bi^okt*  (»pm  thm 
fhjors,  and  .sliot  the  twi>  8mitlts,  Joe'H  last  wortln  were,  as  tbe  Imlls  pf^ttsH 
his  body,  **  O,  Lord,  my  God/* 

The  governor  was  deeply  aggrieverl  by  this  violution  of  the  public  fallb. 
He  isHued  a  manife>tto,  in  which  )ie  f^aUl : 

^'  I  desire  to  make  a  bnef  Htutement  of  the  affairs  at(*artba|9e,  IjCi  r*^giird  ^€\ 
the  Smiths.    They  have  been  ahsasisinated  in  jail ;  by  whom,  it  is  rn 
init  it  will   be  ascertained.     I    pletlgcil   myself  to  their  HafrtV-     ► 
ansurunce  they  surrendered   tlieniselve.s  as  prisoners.    The  \' 
rendered  the  public  arnii*  an<l  submitteil  to  the  command  of  t  .1; 
t^n,  of  Brown  county,  tlepiiteil   fivr  that   purtHise  by  me,    \  had  - 
pledge  of  safety  for  the  Smiths,  by  the  unammous  vote  of  all  tlie  01  1  ( 

men  imder  their  command,*         •         •         «•        ♦        When  1  had  1| 

abont  three  miles  a  messenger  informed  me  of  the  oeeurrenve  at  \  .,, . 
I  hastened  on  to  that  place,    Tlte  guard,  it  ij*  said,  did  their  duty,  litit  w« 
overpowered.'' 

The  news  of  the  death  of  the  prophet  created  the  wildest  excitemt^ai  aI 
Nanvoo.  In  their  orgiun^ation  a  man  by  the  name  of  lirighaiu  V** 
president  of  a  haml  called  '*the  Twelve  Apostles/'  These  rho4»e  ^ 
the  successor  of  Joe  Smith,  and  to  betheheailof  Ihecliurch.  Sidnr 
rebelled,  deTmindrng  t!»e  position  for  liimself,  Hrigham  arreslt*d  • 
dared  him  b»  be  an  emissary  of  the  devil,  excommtmualed  him*  uiid 'm10> 
livered  him  over  to  the  bnfTetings  of  the  ilevil  in  the  name  of  the  Lonl/' 

All  was  tpuet  for  a  while,  and   the  Mormons  l)inlt  a  temple  one  huitfir 
and  twenty -<dgbt  feet  long  by  eighty-eight  feet  wide.    The  J/oni*'-'   r- 
and  Smmnft  said  of  it :    *^  Oui'  temple,  when  Ihilshed.  will  sliow  mm* 
more  art.  mi>re  science,  more  revelation,  more  splendor  and  more  <*«m]  uiati 
all  the  rest  of  tVie  wculd.'' 

During  the  calm  outsiile  of  Xauvoo,  all  sorts  of  rumors  were  1  » 

as  the  great  number  of  etimes  being  constantly  committed  wn 
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A  couvention  was  called  and  a  resolutitm  passfid  that  tbe  Mormons  mimt 
leave,  Brigham  Vouiig  saw  tlmt  it  was  useless  to  resist ♦  and  at  once  made 
,  preparations  to  leave  and  move  lH*>oud  tlie  boiimlariea  of  Uie  l^nitied  SUites 
m\A>  Llie  t<^rritory  of  Mexico/  Youn^f  displayed  great  skill  in  removing 
lo,0(M)  soulft  many  hundred  niilefi,  over  an  almost  putlileH.H  wildenieas,  in  the 
midst  of  winter,  to  a  new  home»  yet  to  he  made,  many  hnnilred  mi  leg  away. 
The  first  band  LTossed  the  Mis-si^sippi  on  the  iw  in  Felnuary,  {Mil 

The  Nauvoo  Tittus  and  SnmmH  said  :  '"  To  see  s;nrh  a  large  luKly  *if  men, 
womeri  and  ehiJdren  corniudled,  hy  the  inellicieney  of  the  law,  to  leave  a 
great  rily  in  the  month  ol*  February,  for  tlie  sake  of  the  enjoyment  of  pnre 
religion,  flll^^  the  sotd  with  astonishment  and  gives  the  worhl  a  sampleof 
fidelity  and  faith  brilliant  as  the  sun,  fonnldt*  as  the  tempest,  and  enduring 
a^  eternity/* 

This  journey  oeenpied  nearly  three  mtmths.  Cohmel  Thomas  L.  Kantj* 
brother  of  Dix'tor  Klisha  Kane,  who  became  so  illustrious  by  his  polar  tour, 
»  witnesse*!  this  emigration,  ami  writes  of  it  in  the  most  glowing  terms  for  it« 
striet  tmler,  the  devotional  exerelsea  of  the  people,  their  ipiiet  endurance, 
and  he  f on(*ludes ;  '*  Every  day  closed  ils  everv  day  began,  with  an  invoca- 
tion of  the  Divine  favor,  with(»nt  which  no  Mormon  seemed  to  dare  to  lay 
himself  down  to  rest.  With  the  first  shining  of  the  stars  laughter  and  loud 
fcilking  were  hushed.  The  neighbor  went  his  way.  You  heard  the  last 
hymn  sung, and  then  the  thousand  voice  ranrmnr  of  prayer  was  heard,  like 
bnbhling  water  falling  down  the  hill." 

The  war  with  Mexico  bronght  Utah,  with  Salt  Lake  City,  within  the  en- 
larged iMiundaries  of  the  irnited  States.  Brigham  Yunng  was  a  man  of  un- 
doid>ted  ability  and  great  sagacity,  but  with  an  exceedingly  coarse  and 
vulgar  mind.  Upon  their  arrival  at  Salt  Lake,  he  issued  u  proclamation  to 
all  the  world,  from  which  ttie  following  is  extnw^ted  : 

^'  The  kingdom  of  (rorl  consists  in  corret^t  principles,  and  it  mattereth  not 
what  a  man*s  religious  faith  is.  whether  be  is  a  Fresbyternm,  a  Metliwlist,  a 
Haptist,  a  Latter  Day  8aint,  a  Mormon,  a  Campbelltte,  a  Catholii%  an  Epis- 
copalian, a  Mohammeihin.  or  even  a  Pagan,  or  anything  else.  If  he  will  bow 
the  knee,  and  with  his  tongue  will  confess  that  ,lesus  is  the  Christ,  and  will 
support  good  and  wholest^ne  laws  for  the  regulation  of  society,  we  hail  him 
as  a  brother,  and  will  stand  by  him  as  be  stands  by  us  in  these  things,  for 
ever>'  man's  faith  is  a  matter  between  his  owns<nd  and  his  God  alone*  Jhit 
if  he  shall  ileny  the  Jesus,  curse  Uod,  shall  indulge  in  drunkenness,  de- 
bauchery and  crime,  lie,swear»  steal,  etc,,  etCr,  he  shall  have  no  place  in  our 
midst,  etc.,  etc/' 

Witlj  the  flood  of  emigration  into  f J  tali,  the  enforcement  of  the  la'ws  of  the 
United  Stiites  over  the  territ^iry.  what  will  become  of  Mormonism? 

SALlTTATcmV 

In  the  lirst  issue  of  the  Von  fiHtmitf,  by  JoshtiaSeupy: 

'*  We  shall  advoi'atr  with  a  becoming  y.eal,  and  ♦ligniliedly  in  manner,  the 

great   Dcniocratir  Republican   principles,   as  estaldished   anrl    t-aught  hy 

TlHunas  Jelterson.    That  ours  is  a  government  of  sped  lied  and  limited— not 

'  general— powers,  anil  onglit  so  Uf  be  strictly  observed,  to  atUdn  the  ends  for 

which  it  was  esUiblished,  all  nnist  admit. 

'' The  few  and  venerable  patriots,  who.  when  our  government  dated  its 
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existence,  were  upon  the  bright  sninniit  of  glorv«  ami  Unvnf  1  tv^  till  \h\9  \zit 
day»  are  williii)?  U>  exclaim  that  cmr  ftyHhm  of  govenimt*nt  hi\  •  x- 

ceeded  tlie  most  siuij^uine  oxpt^ctatlcuis  i>f  those  who  ac hie \ '  ,.        •<» 

victory  upnu  which  it  was  t^HtJiblisbciI.  and  becatue  aa  objeot,  iMit  oiUy  u# 
atliiii ration,  but  of  envy  ami  ciniihition  by  all  tht?  wurld. 

It  is  therefore  our  diity»  rendered  iuiperiouH  by  Ihfs  position  Wfuxsctipy 


;is  a  nation,  to  preserve  for  ili*  charw-ter  ajt*  pure  and  uiitam 

bright  and  illnstrions  spirit  of  liljerty,  which  dict^ited  its  exist- 

its  framers»  and  still  serves  as  a  beacon  light  to  the  benighted,  1* 

for  tlie  oppressed  of  niankind.  tbti  object  for  which  the  blootl  r^ 

fathers  and  heroes— and  lal)or  of  our  ages  have  been  t»e»t<iwt'' ' 

*  In  regard  to  the  present  federal  administration,   we  nnl  l<s 

dare  that  we  will  wage  against  it  unil  it«  measures  an  nuyieb  m. 

We  would  banish  from  us  all  prejuilice—tuu^t  otT  all  party  pi-  utA 

admonish  the  American  v^eople  to  view  the  awful  and  deplorablt*  «'x)iiclitii!iQ 
of  uur  country,  bronght  about  hy  the  short  federal  pre4iouiiriH«i'>n -^^  *>i» 
year,  and  ask  themselves  if  this  is  the  *  change '  to  which^tbey  \\  .^, 

■'  The  Democnicy,  who,  intiying  times,  have  been  entreated  t  ,Kid 

rescueour  government,  must  appreciate  the  present  as  a  crisis  iin- 

portiint,  and  prepare  to  restore  her  from  the  dominion  of  an  tinitiini-ipiwJ 
and  re<-kless  politicid  party,  who  are  now  plunging  her  into  delit.  lU^^tno* 
ami  dishonor,  regardless  of  conscipiences.    We  shall  endeavor   1  ua 

a  cnurteous  but  decided  posithui  in  regard  to  the  principles  we  .  t  i\>- 

mulgathig,  and  in  discussion  have  a  strict  obaervance  for  the  IruUj  wl  wbat 
sliidl  ajiyrear  in  our  paper,  #  #  #  -t  ♦  « 

,  '  With  these  remarks  we  throw  ourselves  upon  the  support  iif  oitr  tneoAn 
in  the  cause  of  Democracy,  and  by  an  honest,  fearless  ami  ijif1epetiict«>ft1 
civurse,  we  hope  to  merit  the  support  which  they  shall  Ije  pleused  to  bestoir 
4ipon  Us.'' 

TUB  OLD  STATE  HOUSE. 

Tlie  reader  will  lind  no  fault  with  the  writer  for  presen'ing  for  him  a 
history  of  the  old  8tate  lb»use,  ami   I  am  sure  he  will  value  the  *'  Uii^tt  mu 
the  State  House  Bell/'    (rovernor  Chase's  speech  must  not  be  U>3l, 

(Vdumbus  bK)k  greiit  pride  in  this  occasion  of  welcome,  and  the  Uislucto 
chita  referred  t^j  by  Governcu'  Chase  are  so  important,  juui  the  *'*'  I>ttgfi**  JB 
beautifub  that  they  are  attached  without  further  comment : 

On  the  evening  of  the  <Uh  of  January,  is.i7,  there  was  a  .uiqnri 

given  at  the  Capitol  by  the  citizens  of  Columbus  to  the  menil"  ^  l<^- 

lature.  hcails  of  ilepartments,  judiciar>*  citizens  and  strangers*— »  mlglh^ 
Uircmg.  Visiltus  were  seen  from  all  parti*  of  the  state,  male  and femali*«  and 
some  liesideii— a  prodigious  crowd.  In  fact  almost  everylHKly  sicemeU  U»  be 
tliere,  and  they  were  welcome. 

The  •ileveland  Grays,"'  a  line  looking  CH)mpany,  arrivt^  nt  om»  i>\tliKJl(« 
and  were  received  by  the  *' State  Fencibles/'  of  Columbus,  wli  4y 

they  were.     The  two  companies,  wiien  marcliing,  made  a  splen  av- 

ance. 

During  the  day,  tlie  tState  Hnnse  was  duly  prepared  for  the  greni  ecMivncai> 
tion.  All  chairs  and  furiuture  were  removed  from  the  balls.  The  rutmula 
had  been  tucbed,  and   was  handsomely  deci)rated  with  tri-colorwl  munliit. 


APFHNniX. 


plactNl  in  n 


BTgpfiftns*  pU\,  the  btbles  for  tbef^f^asting  hcing  withf^ 
spmi-fiiiTiUar  foim. 

At  ni^ht  l\w  whole  eilUire  wan  linllijiritly  lijjflited.  including  the  liomtj* 
which  was  Iinely  nhiminaU^d.  and  shiiwod  t^^^rrt^at  udvantai^t*.  '*  The  crowd 
[  al  one  lime  instdt*  the  yard,"  sayn  the  0/u'o  Statr  Jamnal,  "  mtinl  have  num- 
bered 4,»Mi,  while  ah<nit  I.IKK)  were  outside  at  the  d<vor  of  the  old  ofllce  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  which  was  tlie.  only  oiH?n  place  of  Biitry  to  the  inside  of  the 
s(pmre.'' 
About  nine  oYloek  a,  ni„  the  axercihen  eornmeneed  in  tht^  hall  of  the  house 
|-of  representative}*.    Pmyer  wan  offered  and  addresses  made. 

At  the  conelnsion  of  Mr,  Kelly *s  address,  Governor  Chase  arose  and 
'naid: 

EXTUACT  KRUM  TKK  AJ>DUKSd  OF"  QQVERKOR  CHASE. 

'  It  is  made  my  very  agreeable  duty  to  respond,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of 
the  stsite,  to  the  cordial  welcome  which  you,  sir,  in  behalf  of  the  citizens  of 
FrankUn  county,  have  just  extended  t4>  them. 

It  WH8  very  tit  tliat  the  citizens  of  the  county—within  w^hose  limits  the 
[  neat  of  the  stiitt^  government  i»  established— should  distinguish  the  rx-casion 
upon  which  the  state  capilol  is  tii'st  opened  for  oc<'upancy,  by  an  invitsition 
►  to  their  fellow  tdtizens  of  other  counties,  U»  join  with  them  in  their  fe^tiv  il 
[of  con^nUulati<ni.    The  multitudes  who  now  throng  these  halls,  attest  the 
ctirdial  proni]>titude  with  which  the  invihition  hat*  Itec^n  accept-od.    Only  Uie 
words  of  welcome  which  you  have  uttered  were  needetl  Uncomplete  UiQir  sat- 
isfaction. 

*'  In  t!ieir  name,  sir,  I  thank  yon.    lu  their  name  I  thank  the  dtizeni*, 
wliose  organ  you  are;  in  their  name  I  thank  the  committee,  under  whose 
liiue  this  i)leasant  festival  ims  been  provided.    1  tmly  wish  that  all  the  peo- 
y  pie  of  the  stale  ei>uld  l>e  here  to  participate  in  it. 

We  dismiiis,  to-night,  all  memory  nf  party   divisions.      We  forget  Uie 
.  ildngs  wherein  we  differ;    we   remember  only  the  tilings  wherein  we 
agree. 

•*  Over  the  gat*^  of  a  city  in  Scotland  once  appeared,  and  perhaps  appears 
ntrw,  this  inscription,  *'  Let  Qlni^gow  Firmnsh !''  In  the  heart  of  every  son 
and  daughter  of  Ohio,  native  or  adopted,  in  this  city  or  in  the  country »  at 
home  oT  aiu'oad.  lives  and  shall  Jive,  ever  fresh  and  ever  fervent,  tlie  warm 
aspiration, ''  Lkt  Ohio  Flol  iush,*' 

A  century  ago,  Ohio  was  a  French  dominion.  Frencli  forts— at  Sandus- 
kj^;  on  theManmee,  then  theMiamis;  at  Erie,  then  l^resqu'  Isle;  at  Pitts- 
ivurg,  then  Dnrjuesne— eommande<l  its  vvljole  extent,  and  c^mjiected  it  witli 
the  great  line  of  French  possessions,  extending  thrtmgh  the  interior,  from 
tlie  mouth  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  The  appar- 
ent destiny  of  Ohio  w^as  to  Frencii  civilixation  and  despotic  govern- 
t  inent 

But  tie  High  England,  careless  of  intei*est  or  pt^ssessions,  actually  offered 

I  to  yield  ti»  France  all  the  territory  w^est  of  New  York  and  the  Alleghenies, 

there  were  Americans  whf»  better  understood  its  immediate  valiu*  and  future 

importance.    (Vinspicuoua  among  these  were    Washinglim  and  FrankUn. 

The  former,  in  I7.>t,  led  a  miliUirv  expeilition  to  the  baidts  of  the  Mononga- 
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liela  ;  the  latter,  iii<lefatigable  in  his  eiKleavors  to  rouse  attention  to  Uie  im- 
portance of  exU^nd  in  j?  English  coloniwition  l)eyon<l  the  Alleghanies.  oonfl- 
(lenlly  predicted  tliiit  tlie  country  l)etween  the  Lakes  and  the  Ohio  would 
'iH'come.  perhaps,  in  less  than  another  century,  a  impulous  and  powerful 
dominion/ 

"The  efforts  of  Franklin  were  partially  successful.  Nine  yeiii-s  later  the 
FnMich  dominion  had  passed  away  forever.  By  the  tn»aty  of  Paris,  of  17«i, 
France  ceded  to  (ireat  Hrilain  all  her  North  American  possessions  east  »>f 
thi'Mississippi. 

••  I  hit  the  substitute  for  French  civili/ation  ])ro]>osed  by  Great  Rritaiii  was 
l)ail)<iriMn.  Already  jeaNius  of  the  increasinir  strenj^lh  of  Iiim'  American 
eoltjnies.  or  believinj:  that  th«'y  would  be,  c(>nnnen*ially.  nion»  prolitalde  il 
contined  to  tin*  Atlantic  slopf,  she  attemi»ted  to  restrict  their  wt*slward  »*x- 
tcnsion  by  a  K«)yal  rroclamation  proliibitint?  settlements  west  of  the  Alle- 
^hanies. 

"  Tnder  the  effect  ni'  this  i)roclamation  Ohio  remained  a  wilderness  for 
twenty  years,  until,  in  17.s:j.  another  treaty  of  Paris  aiuiihiTateil  Hritish  do- 
minion within  its  limits,  and  transferreil  its  possession  to  the  American  K«»- 
public,  then  first  ackiu)WJedj^ed  as  an  Independent  memberof  the  (Communi- 
ty of  Nations. 

'*  A  new  eni  was  now  to  bepcin  its  course.  An^lo-Saxon  civilization  and 
Republican  institutions  were  now  to  take  the  place  of  savaj^fe  V»arhar ism. 
I'lans  of  emigration  and  settlement  were  promptly  devised  and  adoptetl.  At 
the  mouth  of  the  Muskin^^um.  bi'tween  the  Miamis,  and  on  the  Irorders  of 
Kric.  the  noble  old  pioneers  of  the  west,  many  of  tlnMU distinguished  otlicers 
and  soldiers  nf  the  revolution,  commenced  the  W(uk  of  subduiiifir  the  wihler- 
ness.  Regular  institutions  of  jifoveniment  were  orjranized  umler  the  ordin- 
ance ol"  17s7.  and  that  ^nand  career  (d' d«*velo]>mc*nt  and  i>ro^ress,  wliieh  has 
^(»  t';ir  «Mil>irii)ped  aiiliripation.  was  tull\  inauLrurated. 

••  An«»iher  l\N«'iil\  \rjirs  i>.issed  away,  and  ()]ii<»  was  a  state  of  the  .Vnit-ri- 
laii  l'iii«»ii.  Ibr  lh>l  i»nMir  act  r<M'OL,Mii/»':l  tlie  inviolability  (d' personal 
I'i'jhls:  the  s:i(  n';!iH'ss  ol  privati' «»bliLrati«»ns  :  thr  al>s<»Intf  freedom  of  eon - 
M-i'iHM'.  ami  lh«'  iii<li-|MMisabh*  n4M-es>ii\  lo  ^ood  ^ov«  rnment.  of  ndii^ion. 
nior;ilit\  and  kno\vlr.li;c.  l"i»ini  tlu'si*  siabjc  t'«Miiidalions  she  has  built 
wisclN  an. I  i»ro-p«MoiisI\ .  I  ihmmI  imt  recite  her  recent  history;  you  kimw  it 
well.  Nor  need  1  r.'iniiid  \on  of  her  -^reat  works  <»r  iinpn)venient.  of  her 
lili-.ral  pio\  i>ion  and  organization  of  eilneatioii.  or  of  hei-  noble  (diarilies.  Il 
is  uiou^ii  to  >a\  that  '  a  cent  nry  "  has  jiassed  and  the  prophetic  aiilici]>ation 
ol'  Fraidvlin  is  inoi'i'  than  I'nUilled. 

••  Ferinit  me  no\N  totnrn  from  this  brief  retr«»spect  cd"  our  jjfeneral  bisiorv 
to  that  whi<'h  lorins  tlie  sjiecial  interest  of  this  «»ceasion. 

•■  Forty-live  \ears  a^o  the  sih»1  «»n  which  we  now  stand  was  covered  l»\  the 
l»rinievaMorcsl.  TIk-  ir«'neral  assemble  td'  Isll  1«.  ordained  tlie  estiildish- 
inent  upon  it  (d'  the  seat  of  j^overnnHMit  for  the  stale. 

•  The  foundations  of  the  old  State  House  were  laid  tin*  next  year.  Tliive 
\ears  later  it  was  ready  foi'  occupancy,  and  was  actually  occupitMlhy  the 
Ici^islature  which  assembled  in   December.  Ispi. 

•  In  that  edilice  for  thirt>-live  years,  liic  general  assembly,  investeil  not 
oid\  with  the  whole  power  of  le^dslal  ion  but  with  the  whole  i>ower  of  appoint- 
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ment  also,  directed  ttie  goveniment  of  the  state.  The  new  constitution  was 
adopted  in  the  fall  of  18.51,  and  six  months  later,  the  old  State  House,  as  if 
unwilling:  to  survive  the  old  constitution,  perished  by  fire. 

"  Of  the  stone  tablets  which  were  inserted  in  the  wall  over  each  door  of 
entrance,  two  have  been  preserved.  The  inscriptions  upon  them  curiously 
illustrate  the  honest  manliness  and  straightforward  principles  of  the 
pioneers. 

'*  The  inscription  over  the  western  entrance  was  this  : 

'''  CJeneral  good  the  o]>j(»ct  of  Lpylshition, 

perfecteil  by  a  knowledge  of  man's  wants,  and 
X'Uurr'.-i  abomiiling  nif*iiiis  applied  by  estublishing 
principles  oi)posed  to  3/o»o/>o///.*"— Ludlow. 

"  Over  the  southern  and  principal  entrance,  were  inscribed  several  lines 
by  the  poet  of  the  Columbiad,  perliaps,  copied  from  that  very  patriotic  but 
most  unreadable  epic,  the  sentiments  of  which  will  be  admitted  to  be  ex- 
cellent, whatever  may  be  said  of  the  poetry : 

''  *  Equality  of  Right  is  Xature's  plan. 

And  following  Nature  is  the  march  of  man. 

Based  on  its  rock  of  right  your  empire  lies, 

On  walls  of  wisdom  let  the  fabric  rise  ; 

Preserve  your  prinidples ;  their  force  unfold  ; 

Let  nations  prove  them,  an<l  let  Kings  behold. 

Ec^UALrrv.  your  tirst  firm  gromided  stimd  ; 

Then  Fiikk  ELECTio>i;  then  your  Fkdkral  Basd  : 

This  holy  trijid  should  forever  shine. 

The  great  (Compendium  of  all  Rights  Divine. 

( -reed  of  all  schools,  whence  youths  by  millions  draw 

Their  themes  of  Right,  their  decalogues  of  law  ; 

Till  men  shall  wonder  (in  these  codes  inured) 

How  wars  were  made,  how  tyrants  were  endured.'*'— Baulow. 

"  It  seems  that  our  stunly  fathers  thought  that  tln^  wonl  '  Federal  *  was 
liable  to  misconception  ;  for  they  caused  it  to  ])e  erased  by  painting  over  it 
the  word  '  Union.'  In  proi-ess  of  time,  howi'ver.  the  paint  washed  otT— what 
a  warning  this  to  politicians  I  -and  th(^  word  *  Fetleral "  reap]>eared,  as  orig- 
inally engraved. 

''  With  the  Old  State  House,  and  the  Old  Constitucion.  terminatcHl  an 
epoch  in  the  history  of  our  state,  to  which  her  children  will  ever  look  back 
with  patriotic  pride.  ?]ven  now  there  seem  to  pjuss  before  me  the  forms  of 
the  noble  men  who  mivde  it  illustrious.  There  moves  Putnam,  honored  with 
the  (jonfidenceof  WashingUm :  there  ILirrison,  magnanimous  in  thought  and 
heroic  in  deeds;  there  Worthington,  the  friend  of  Jefferson  ;  there  Burnet, 
wise  in  legislation  and  upright  in  magistracy ;  there  the  honest  and  miselfish 
Morrow ;  there  Vance,  faithful  to  every  trust ;  there  the  generous  and  elo- 
quent Ly  tie,  too  early  lost ;  there  the  accomplished  Hamer,  spared  by  the 
sword,  but  felled  by  disease  in  a  foreign  land ;  there  Morris,  the  fearless 
tribime  of  the  people ;  there  Sherman,  exchanging,  before  life's  noon,  the 
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erniiiio  for  tin*  slinnul :  there  IlitclK'nck.  clear  in  judj^nient  and  inllexiblt 
int4»>rrity;  and  tliere  -  hnl  I  must  1)reak  oJT  tluMMiunieration.  Time  woi 
fail  me  were  1  to  attempt  to  name  even  lialf  of  tliose  wliose  elevation 
oharacter,  jMirily  of  |)uriM»se.  sajr-icity  in  coimcil  and  vigor  in  aetion  disl 
j^uished  that  jieriod.  llajipy  sliall  we  ])e  if  wv  j)n»ve  ourselves  wtulhy  si 
t^essors  of  such  men." 

Tliose  who  renii'mher  the  clear  and  oft  aiimireil  tones  of  the  old  capi 
btdl,  will  not  regret  the  insertion  of  the  following  appropriate  dir>^e.  tali 
from  onu  of  the  Columhus  papers,  as  an  appendix  to  this  lKR>k  : 

.  For  the  Mlevator.; 

I)lH(iK  OF  TllK  STATK  HOUSK  HEIJ.. 


BY  J.   M.   I). 

Columbus,  farewell !  no  moiv  sliall  you  hear. 

My  voice  so  familiar  for  many  a  year  - 

Those  nnisical  S(uinds  which  >ou  rei-oginztnl  well. 

As  the  clear-somiding  tones  of  your  State  House  Hell. 

Kre  the  red  man  had  gone,  1  was  mounted  on  high. 
When  the  wide-sju-eading  forest  which  greeted  mine  eye. 
(Jave  forth  from  its  thickets  tlie  panther's  wiM  yell. 
As  he  heanl  the  stnmge  sounds  of  your  State  House  Hc?ll. 

rnaccom))aided,  unanswered,  I  sounth'd  alone. 
And  mingled  m>  chime  with  its  ei-hos  dfcp  tone  ; 
Till  sj>ire  after  spire,  rising  rountl  nn*,  <lid  swell 
Tlu'ir  response,  lo  the  sound  of  >our  Stat*'  House  Hell. 

I  <*alled  you  ti)gether  to  make  yourselves  laws. 

And  fiaily  m>  voice  wasl\»r  every  g(»(Hl  <'ause  ; 

When  aught  of  importamc  or  strange  was  to  icll, 

Vou  were  summoni'd  full  simui  by  your  Stale  House  Hell. 

As  a  sentinel,  placed  on  the  watch-tower's  ln'ight, 
<'oliind)us.  r\e  watchi-d  thcc  by  <la>  and  by  night 
'i'hongh  hlnnih"riiigun<onsciou>.  when  liangcr  hcfell. 
Von  were  n»uscd  l»y  the  clang  of  vour  Stale  House  Hell. 

Hut  while  I  watched  ncr  \on.  the  I'ire  King  cam*'. 
And  fUNclnpid  iM>  towrr  in  his  mantle  iA'  llam**: 
Vcl.  true  to  ni\  caliinu.  m>  funeral  knell 
Was  tolled,  nil  tli;it  liJuhl.  1»N  sour  St. lie  House  Hell. 

Vonr  M»ns  of  th«'  Kiiiiiiie  and  Hose,  ever  hrave. 
And  prompt  ;il  m\  .all.  qiiicklx  luistened  to  save: 
Hut  ala>  !  iln-ir  hi^i  efforts  win-  fruilU*SN  to  <|uell 
TIh-  llanu'S  that  io>e  o\<m-  Nour  Male  IIous**  Hell. 
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When  my  Cupola  trembled,  I  strove  but  to  sound 
One  peal  of  farewell  to  your  thousands  around  ; 
But  you  lost,  as  'midst  timbers  and  cinders  I  fell, 
The  last  smothered  tone  of  your  State  House  Bell. 

*  COLU3IBUS,  February  10, 1852. 
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THE  TIFFIN  PAPERS-JOURNAL  OF  THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION—FIRST 
MESSAGE  OF  THE  FIRST  GOVERNOR  TO  THE  FIRST  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 
OF  OHIO-MESSAGE  OF  1803--MESSAGE  CONCERNING  THE  ARREST  OF  THE 
BURR-BLANNERHASSET  EXPEDITION— TIFFIN  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 
SENATE-ELECTION  OF  SPEAKER  OF  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OP 
OHIO. 


TRK  TIFFIN   PAPERS. 

THE  following  records,  papers  and  documents  pertaining  to  the  life  and 
public,  services  of  Governor  Tillin,  were  collected  with  great  care. 
They  are  so  full  of  historic  data  and  record  so  many  interesting  events,  that, 
while  t)i(^  careless  n^ider  may  treat  them  lightly,  the  author  feels  sure  that 
the  thinker  and  lover  of  hist<)ry  will  value  them  highly,  and  for  his  especial 
henelit  has  ('ailed  them  the  "  Titlin  Tapers."" 

TUK  FIRST  CONSTITUTION  OF  OHIO. 

In  July,  17H7,  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  acting  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  *'  Articles  of  Confederation,''  eiiact(?d  the  widely  known  -'  Onli- 
nance  of  17s7,''  for  the  government  of  the  U»rritory  of  the  Ignited  Stiite.i 
lying  to  the  northwest  of  the  Ohio  ;  and  this  may  he  said  to  have  been  tlie 
iirst  movement  towards  the  establishment  of  civil  government  within  that 
vast  region. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  that  ordinancie  into  effect  and  of  organizing  a 
t<^rritorial  government,  on  the  oth  of  Oc^tober,  17S7,  congress  appointed  (Gen- 
eral Arthur  St.  ('lair  governor  and  Winthrop  Sargent  secretary  of  the  terri- 
tory ;  and  a  tew  days  thereaft(T,  Samuel  Ilolden  Parsons,  John  Arnistnmg 
and  James  MiU^hell  Varnum  were  api>ointo<l  its  ju<lges. 

During  ihc  sunnuer  of  17ss,  without  n'specting  the  opinions  prevailing  al 
that  time,  when  the  states,  as  such,  were  supposed  to  possess  more  dignity 
and  more  jM>lilical  rights  than  belonged  or  could  possibly  belong  to  an  unor- 
ganized coniinunity,  even  when  acting  under  suppose<l  Federal  authority, 
the  governor  and  two  of  the  judges  of  the  territory  assembled  at  Marietta,  and 
<u)mmenctMl  what  they  conceived  to  be  their  duty  of  legislating  for  the  resi- 
dents of  the  terriUjry,  but  their  enactments  were  <lisallowi'd  by  congn-ss. 
bec^ause  they  had  been  framiMl  without  warrant  in  law  by  those  who  pos- 
sessed no  power  to  enact  a  law. 


APPENDIX.  663 

The  organization  of  a  new  ml  ministration  under  President  Washington 
was  followed  soon  after  by  a  ro-organization  of  the  government  of  the  north- 
western territory,  (General  St.  Clair  and  Messrs.  Sargent  and  I*arsons  having 
been  re-appointed,  and  Messrs.  Synimes  and  Turner  called  to  the  bench  iis 
judges. 

In  July,  17JK),  tlie  secretary,  then  acting  as  governor,  with  Judges  Symmes 
and  Turner,  met  at  Vincennes,  and  repeated  the  folly  of  tlie  previous  gov- 
ernment ])y  enacting  other  laws  for  the  government  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  territory,  none  of  wliich,  however,  were  approved  by  the  congress,  he- 
cause  they  had  been  enacted  as  original  laws,  and  had  not  been  adopted 
from  the  existing  coiles  of  states  under  the  provision  of  the  ''  Ordinance  of 
1787,''  whicli  was  the  organic  law  of  tlie  territ4)ry. 

In  the  summer  of  170")  a  code  of  laws  was  adopted  unanimously  from  the 
codes  of  the  several  states,  and  in  niK),  under  the  provision  of  the  ordinance, 
and  tlie  territory,  having  five  thousand  whitt^  male  inhabiUnts,  the  first 
general  assembly  of  the  territory  was  convened  at  (Mncinnati. 

In  1H()0  the  territor>  was  divided,  and  soon  after,  measures  were. taken  to 
organize  a  state  in  the  eastern  portion  of  it,  not,  however,  without  so  strong 
an  opposition,  both  in  the  geiu^ral  assembly  and  in  various  parts  of  llie  ter- 
ritory, that  the  overthrow  of  the  scheme  wouhl  have  l)een  complete  and 
emphatic,  liad  those  who  promoted  it,  for  their  own  purposes,  submitted  the 
proposition  either  tf>  tlie  territorial  assembly  or  to  the  body  of  the  inliabi- 
tants.  An  act  was  crowded  through  the  congress,  however,  notwithstand- 
ing the  geiKMal  opi>osition  which  was  known  to  exist  both  in  the  assembly 
and  amongst  the  people,  *'  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  the 
territory,  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio* to  form  a  constitution  and  state  gov- 
ernment, and  for  tlie  admission  of  such  sUite  into  tlie  I'nion,  on  an  e(iual 
footing  with  the  original  stiites,  and  for  other  punM)ses  ;"  and  (m  the  1st  of 
November  of  that  year,  the  convention  which  that  act  assumed  to  authorize 
met  at  (■hillicothe  and  framed  and  ena(?te<l  the  first  constitution,  all  of 
which  was  <lone  in  d(^tiance  of  the  known  will  of  those  it  was  designed  to 
govern,  and  was  thnisl  upon  them  by  force,  without  their  consent,  in  order 
that  those  who  plotted  it  might  be  spare<l  fnmi  the  shame,  which  its  inevi- 
tabU»  and  contemptuous  rejection  by  "  the  people "  would  have  brought 
upon  them. 

Edward  Tiflin  was  the  member  from  Iloss  and  the  speaker  of  that  assem- 
])ly. 

The  '*  Journal ''  of  that  convention  has  been  C(»n5ddere<l  one  of  the  rarest. 
as  it  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  tracts  connecrted  witli  the  history  of  the 
west ;  and  there  is  but  one  copy  of  it,  and  that  is  in  the  state  library  at 
(\>lum])us,  Ohio.  It  is  a  thin  octavo  of  forty-eight  pages,  shabbily  printed, 
and  iM^ars  the  following  title : 

"  Journal  of  the  cinivention  of  the  territory  of  the  Tniteil  States,  north- 
west of  the  Ohio,  begun  and  held  at  ('hillicothe,  on  Monday,  the  first  day  of 
November,  A.  I>.  1K(>J.  ami  of  the  independence  of  the  Tnited  States  the 
twenty-seventh.  Published  by  authority,  Columbus:  (ieorge  Nash.  sUite 
printer,  1827.'' 

''  In  order  that  it  may  become  better  known,  and  as  the  first  of  a  series  of 
papers  illustrative  of  the  constitutional  histoiy  of  the  several  states,  we  re- 


prtKliH'p  this  vt^r)  jinportjfmt  western  ilocumont.  (rnmiut^i*.  ammwua&iiff 
our^rhes  thai  nurreaclerii  will  In'  ^?hid  to  see  it/*— ( Editor  fli3itonc7aJ  Magst- 
z'niQ  : 

JOURNAL  OV  THE  CONVENTION. 

B<?ii:tjn  and  hehl  at  the  towr*  of  rhlllic-olhe.  iti  Uip  I'tnmtv  i»1^ 
ritorv  aforesaid,  on  the  tir»t  Moudiiy  in  Nov^emher  (being  the  i  rf 

of)  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thiuisaiid^  ei^il  hnndre<l  ami  tMo.  juiil  af 
the  independence  of  tlie  Uniteti  Stales  of  Atnffiea*  %\w  tvventy-s**%'f»nUi. 

On  which  day,  beinjcc  the  time  and  place  appointed  for  the  mtH^t  ing  of  tlie 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  constitution  and  st-al^  govern m-ejilfr 
by  the  act  of  congress  entitled  :  '*  An  act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  tfastens 
division  of  the  territory,  nortliwest  of  tlie  river  Oliio,  to  form  a  c*  -  ^  *  -  .»n 
and  state  jrovernment  and  for  tlie  admission  of  jsiich  stat^t*  uit<i  IIh  >ii 

an  equal  foittinjt'  with  the  ori^'inal  state's,  and  for  other  piirxK^nei^,  '  tUt*  ioh 
lovring  mernljers  a)>[»eared,  who  pnHlnceii  eertiticates  of  tliplr  hH\iTf^  ^*rni 
duly  <diosen  to  wen e  in  the  convention,  and  having  severally  i  r|| 

of  fidelity  to  tlie  ITnited  Stat**s  and  also  an  oath  faithfullj  tt>  i^ 

duties  of  their  oftlee,  totik  their  Heatfl,  to  wit:  (See  Uut  Daiue»»  at'  t^e  MMwm- 
iwVH  at*  signe^l  to  the  const itnt ion).  •  *' 

On  motirtn,  the  <"onvention  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  pr«^iijeui  frr^^pMi,. 
whe4i  Williatn  (iofortlu  Emp,  wan  chosen  and  t<H>k  tlie  chair. 

On  motion,  the  convention  proceeded  to  the  choice  nf  a  i*ecreuiry  pm  fm*. 
wbereupt»n  Mr,  Willianj  McFarland  was  chosen  and  proceeded  to  ilie  iludr^ 
of  bis  ortice. 

On  motion, 

Iii\<olvvfL  That  a  standing  committee  of  privilegfes  and  eUHainni*.  U%  f^^mMni  ' 
of  five  inendjers.  lie  chosen  by  V«dlt>t,  'whose  duty  it  «hall  be  to  ex  ii| 

repoil  npon  the  credential8  «»f  the  niemlM^rit  retnrnt*d  to  serve  in  tl  ,- 

tion»  and  to  titke  into  conf^ideration  all  such  mattxTs  Ji8  ?ihall  or  r  i— 

fenvd  t«i  tbem.  tiHjchi OK  returns  arid  elections,  and  to  report  t be i a  ,/. 

Hi^H,  with  their  opinions  thereon,  to  the  convention. 

And  a  ecunmittee  wtLsappiiinled  of  ^Messrs*.  Wnrlhington,  DarHatcm  fimfHi 
Milli^iiu  and  Huntington. 

On  motion,  the  convention  proceeded  by  liallot  Ut  theebaiceof  n  door* 
keei>er,  to  Merve  during  the  pleasure  of  tlie  convention,  and  upcm  t^xnmiiiitif 
the  ballots,  a  majority  of  the  votes  wjta  found  in  favor  of  Adiini  Hi*Uk, 

On  motion,  ordered  tliat  a  committee  of  three  be  appointc<l  to  pn*par<^  mui 
rejiort  rules  for  tbe  regulation  and  government  of  the  convention,  auit  Uuit 
Messrs,  Reily,  Millii^an  and  Worthinj^lon  l^e  the  said  comnnltoe. 

And  then  the  convention  adjonrued  until  tu-niorrow  morinn)?at  ' 

Tuesilay,  November 

Several  other  members  ajipeareiJ,  who  severally  pr(Hluce<l 
their  ha\  injt,'  lH?en  »dioscn  as  members  of  the  convention,  iuid 
the  oath  of  hdelity  to  the  Tnited  States  ami  also  an  t»ath  fiiitbrtiLly  |oaf»- 
eharj?e  the  duties  of  their  ollicc,  took  their  seats, 

Mr.  VVorthin^m,  fnan  the  committee  of  privileges  and  ele^timw,  Co  wIiudi 
w;is  refernMi  the  several  rcinrns  of  electimis  of  meml)ers  to  8erve  in  the  ( 
vention,  mmle  a  rejmrt,  which  be  ilelivered  in  at  the  8eci^lary*8  tnt>le,  whf 
tbe  same  was  read  in  the  words  following,  to  wit : 


APPENDIX.  665 

*'  Tlie  committee  of  privileges  and  elections,  to  wliom  was  referred  the 
certilicates  of  the  election  of  th(?  following  members:  (named  in  the  ''  Jonr- 
n^\"^)  havinc:  carefully  examined  the  same,  tind  them  regular  and  agreeably 
to  a  law  of  the  territory,  entitled  :  "  An  act  to  ascert^iin  the  number  of  free 
male  inhabitants,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one,  in  the  territory  of  the  United 
Stiites,  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  to  rc^^ulate  the  elections  of  th(»  rep- 
resentiitives  for  the  same,  and  that  the  members  aforesaid,  from  the  (iertili- 
cates  to  us  referred,  appear  duly  elected." 

The  said  report  was  again  read  and  on  the  question  thereupon,  agreed  by 
the  convention. 

On  motion, 

Rfsfdved,  That  the  convention  proceed  by  ballot  to  the  choice  of  a  presi- 
dent. 

The  convention  accordingly  proceeded  to  choose  their  president,  and  upon 
examination  of  the  ballots,  it  was  found  that  Kdward  Tiffin,  Esq.,  was  duly 
chosen,  who  accordingly  took  the  seat  in  the  chair  and  delivered  the  follow- 
ing address :  • 

''  Gentlemen  :  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I  duly  appreciate  the  honor 
you  have  conferred  in  selecting  me  to  preside  over  yonr  delil)erations  on  this 
important  occasion.  The  duties  of  the  chair  will,  I  presume,  be  pleasing 
and  easy,  for,  from  the  known  characters  of  the  gentlemen  who  compose  the 
convention,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  utmost  propriety  and  decorum 
will  be  observed,  without  the  aid  of  interference  from  the  chair.  Whatever 
rules  you  may  adopt  for  the  government  of  the  ccuivention  shall  be  strictly 
observed,  and  in  every  decision  which  may  be  required  from  the  chair,  the 
utmost  impartiality  shall  be  evinced." 

On  motion, 

B'solred,  That  the  convention  proceed  by  ballot  to  the  choice  of  a  secre- 
tary, and  upon  examining  the  ballots,  it  was  found  that  Thomas  Scott,  Es(i.. 
was  duly  chosen,  who  thereupon  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Unite: I 
States  and  also  an  oath  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office. 

On  motion, 

Hesolved,  That  the  convention  proceed  by  ballot  to  the  dioice  of  an  assist- 
ant secjretary,  and  upon  examining  the  ballots  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the 
whole  number  was  found  in  favor  of  Mr.  William  McFarland,  who  there- 
upon took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Uniteti  Sbites  and  also  an  oath  faithfully 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  oftice. 

C'onvention  adjourned  until  to-morrow. 

Wednesdfiy,  November  3d,  180:2. 

Another  member,  to  wit:  from  the  county  of  Hamilton,  John  Mitchell, 
who  appeared,  produced  certificate  of  his  having  been  duly  chosen  as  a 
member  in  the  convention,  and  having  taken  the  ojith  of  fidelity  to  the 
Unit(Mi  States  and  also  an  oath  faithfully  to  discharge  the  <luties  of  his 
office,  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Reily.  from  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  report  rules  for 
the  regulation  and  government  of  the  convention,  made  a  report,  which  was 
received  and  read,  whereupon, 

Rf solved.  That  the  same  be  established  as  the  stjinding  rules  and  orders  of 
the  convention.    Then  follow  tlie  standing  rules. 
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n  motion,  leave  was  given  to  lay  before  the  convention  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of  forming  a  constitution  and  state  government,  which  resolu- 
tion was  received  and  read  the  lirst  time. 

On  motion,  the  said  resolution  was  read  the  second  time,  whereupon, 

Bt'sobrd,  That  the  convention  will  immediately  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  said  resolution. 

The  convention  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  the  said  committee,  Mr. 
(ioforth  in  the  chair,  and  after  some  time  spent  therein,  Mr.  President  re- 
sumed the  chair,  and  Mr.  (.ioforth  reported  that  the  committee  had,  accord- 
ing to  onler,  had  the  said  resolution*  Under  consideration,  and  made  no 
amendments  thereto. 

The  said  resolution  was  then  amended  at  the  secretarj^-'s  table,  and  read 
tlie  third  time,  and  on  the  question  that  the  convention  do  agree  to  the  same, 
in  the  words  following,  to-wit : 

WiiKREAs,  <*ongress  did  by  the  law,  entitled  *'  an  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  the  eastt^ni  division  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  form 
a  constitution  and  state  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  said  state  into 
the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  and  for  other  pur- 
|M)ses,  (provided  that  the  riierabei*s  of  the  convention  thus  duly  elected, 
agreeably  to  the  act  aforesiiid,  when  met,  shall  first  determine  by  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  ejected,  whether  it  he.  or  be  not  expedient,  at  tliis  time, 
to  form  a  constitution  and  state  government  for 'the  people  within  the  said 
U^rritory ;)  thcTcfore, 

lit  solved.  That  it  is  the  (»pinion  of  this  convention  that  it  is  expedient  at 
this  time  to  f.irm  a  i'onstitulion  and  state  government. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  allirmalive  -yeas,  .SU;  nays,  1. 

The  yeas  and  nays  l>eing  demanded,  the  vote  in  the  negative  was  Mr. 
Tutter. 

•'  Se<*.  7.  -No  negro  or  mulatto  shall  ever  be  eligible  to  any  office,  civil  or 
military,  or  give  their  oath  in  any  court  of  justice  against  a  white  person,  \ye 
subject  to  do  militar>'  duty  or  pay  a  poll  tjix  in  this  state;  provided  always, 
and  it  is  fully  understtMul  and  declared,  that  all  negroes  and  mulattos  now 
in,  or  who  may  h(»reafter  reside  in  this  state,  shall  \h*  entitled  to  all  the  priv- 
ileges of  citizens  of  this  sUite,  not  excepted  by  the  constitution." 

And  on  the  (piestion  thereupon  it  was  resolved  in  the  afflrmative— yeas, 
lt»;  nays,  b>. 

Ayes-  Messrs.  Abrams,  Baldwin,  Blair,  Byrd,  Caldwell,  (?ari>enter,  l)on- 
alson,  (irubb,  Humphrey,  Kirker,  McTntire,  Massie.  Milligan,  Smith,  Mor- 
r(»w,  Tiffui,  W<mmIs  and  Wiuthington. 

Nays-  Messrs.  AblM>t,  Brown,  Cutter,  Dunlavy,  (iatrh,  (Tilman,  Goforth, 
Huntington,  Kitchel,  I'aul,  I'utiumi.  Reily,  Sargent,  Tpdegraph,  Wills  and 
Wilson. 

On  motion  the  fourth  article  of  the  constitution  designating  th(»  (pialitica- 
tioii  of  rlrctors.  was  taken  up  and  read  the  third  time,  in  order  for  its  final 
passa«:t*. 

A  motion  was  made  to  ann*nd  the  sai<l  artich*  by  striking  out  after  the 
word  ••rh'cto!*'  in  the  seventh  line  of  the  first  section  the  w*»rds  following: 

*•  Provided,  that  all  male  negroes  and  mulattos,  now  residing  in  this  t^'rri- 
tory,  shall,  at  the  age  t)f  twenty-one  years,  be  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage. 
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if  they  shall  within  one  ye«ar  make  a  record  of  their  citizenship  with  the  clerk 
of  the  county  in  which  they  may  reside ;  and,  provided  also,  that  they  have 
paid  or  are  charpjed  with  a  stiite  or  county  tiix." 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas,  17;  nays,  17.  The  convention  being 
equally  divided,  and  Mr.  President  declaring  himself  with  the  yeas. 

Sec.  liK— Tlie  legislature  of  this  state  shall  not  allow  the  following  officers 
of  government  greater  annual  salaries  than  as  follows,  imtil  the  year  IHOS, 
to  wit : 

The  governor  not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars;  the  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  not  more  than  one  thousand  dollars  each ;  the  secretar>'  not 
more  than  tive  hundred  dollars ;  the  auditor  of  public  acjcounts  not  more 
than  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  treasurer  not  more  than  four  hun- 
dred and  tifty  dollars ;  no  member  of  the  legislature  shall  recjeive  more  than 
two  dollars  per  day  during  his  attendance  on "  the  legislature,  nor  more  for 
every  twenty-five  miles'  travel  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  general 
assembly. 

It  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas,  21  ;  nays,  18. 

November  27, 1802. 

Mr.  (ioforth,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an  address  in  the 
j)resi(lent  of  the  United  States,  and  both  branches  of  the  federal  legislature, 
expressive  of  the  high  sense  the  convention  entertain  of  the  cheerful  and 
philanthropic  manner  in  which  they  made  provision  for  the  admission  of 
this  stiite  into  the  Union  :  and  expressive  of  the  approbation  of  the  present 
ailministration  of  the  general  government,  made  a  rep<»rt,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  the  said  report  was  read  the  second  time.  an<l  agreed  to  by  the 
convention  in  the  words  foll(»wing  : 
To  the  Piri<i.(hiit  ami  both  Houses  of  Conyrrsa  of  thf  (-nUfd  States: 

The  convention  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  duly  appreciating  the  importance  of  a 
free  and  independent  stiite  government,  and  impressed  with  sentiments  of 
gratitude  to  tlie  (rongress  of  the  United  States  for  the  prompt  and  decisive 
measures  taken  at  their  last  session  to  enable  the  iwople  of  the  northwesteni 
territory  to  emerge  from  their  colonial  government  and  to  assume  a  rank 
among  the  sister  stiites,  beg  leavetotiiketheearliestopportiniity  of  announc- 
ing to  you  the  importiint  event :  on  this  occiision  the  convention  cannot  help 
ex])ressing  their  unpipiivocal  approbation  of  the  measures  pursued  by  the 
present  a<lministration  of  the  general  government  and  both  houses  of  (con- 
gress, in  diminishing  the  public  burdens,  cultivating  peace  with  all  nations, 
and  promoting  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  our  country. 

Rmotvtd,  That  the  president  of  the  conventi(m  <lo  enclose  to  the  president 
of  the  Unit^Ml  States,  to  the  president  of  the  senate  and  to  tlie  speaker  of  the 
house  of  re])resentatives  of  the  X'nited  States  the  foregoing  address. 

On  motion  resolved,  that  the  constitution  be  ratified  by  the  convention. 
an<l  thereby  the  following  members  ratified  an<l  subscribed  their  names  to 
the  constitution,  to  wit :  KI)\V  AIll)  TI FFIX. 

Presi<l(Mit  ami  representative  from  the  ('ounty  of  Ross. 

From   A<lams  county— Joseph   Darlinton.  Israel   Donalstm  and  Thonuis 
Kirker. 
From  Belmont  county— James  Ualdwell,  Elijah  Woods. 


HiSTOkV    i>K    SK5 


From  CleiiTiout  county— PIji lip  (JuU^h,  Jaraes  Sargent. 

Proiri  Fiiirnt'ld  f^ouniry— Henry  Abnims,  ICuiiujut*!  Carpenter. 

Frorn  llaniiUtm  <'oihiry— John  \V,  Br<iwiiL%  Clnirlos*  WiUiJUU  By  ni,  t^.^^ 
Ihinlavy,  William  (ioforili,  *lohn   KiteiieL  Jt^remiali    Morrcjvv,  Joliii 
Jolm  Heili^y.  JiHin  Smith.  John  Wilaori. 

From  Jefftn-sou  rounty— Hti«Uv)ph  Hair,  George  llumptirey.  Jobn  Mflliffan, 
Nuthiui  I 'iKl^ifrapli.  Ha/abcl  Wills. 

Frotu  KoHti  ccKMity— Mi<:h}iel  Baldwin,  James  Grpbb,  Xaihanlel  Masslr. 
T ht  >  m as  ^ V  o rt)  i  i  ngto u . 

From  TrnmUiiU  eounty— David  Abbot,  Sumut*l  ilnittingtou. 

Fraui  Washini^ton  comity— Epb mi m  Cutter,  Bi^njamm  IveaGlimaii^Jolm  | 
Mclnlire.  livitxiH  Futnam, 

William  Cit^ijfUt^in,  Jr.,  secretary  of  state ;  salary,  $900. 

TliK    FIHST    M1£S8AUE    OF   THK    KI  lli«T    UOVICRXOIt    OF  OFIlO  TO  TB8 
GENKliAL   ASHKMBLY   OF   OHIO, 

Tq  file  (hmnil  Afttitmbltf  of  ilic  Statt  of  Ohio : 
UKNTLKMEN  of  TJIK   8KKATli    ANI>    oP    THE    IIotrsK  OF    lit: 

TIVE^  :    We  now  exViibit  auother  sovenngn,  free  and  itnirpfiniei , 
ganized  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  whir  h  is  about  to  be  hi  Med  U%  tin- .  ^Ue 

government,  emphatically  styled  **  the  workFa  be^t  hojMsf'  ui;iuy  -.  "^- 

xens  liavt^  looked  forward  Uy  that  period,  and  not  without  rn^son,  wli« 
al  ion  Id  become  a  free  people,  and  I  nineerr^Iy  c<#ngr:ttuljit^   yoit     -  j 

that  they  have  now  an  entire  legislature  of  their  own  ehoict*  (mI 

under  a  eonstttution  isacred  u*  lilwrty  ;  n  cotistitution  whieU  rt-Ms  04*. 
righta  and  displays  a  pure  repn^gentative  system  .  a  consUtnliem  k^ 
thfMulers  are  derivable  from,  and  amenable  to  the  people  :  ,4, 

calcidated  t4.)  exeitw  in  all  our  citi/^ens  a  patriotic  zeal,  by  j;r3 .  ,,j^. 

vidual  an  op|x>rtunity,  by  merit,  of  bi^'ng  called  ufion  t-o  parlir-ti>«iit*  in  Qw 
giwernment,  that  all  may  strive  habitually  to  fe<^l  and  dmtiiic!t1y  iinarr^Uiitd 
it^  Unst  principles. 
The  period  wherein  we  corDmeiice  our  national  exiKteae^  m  t^^-nritfiv 

m 


auspitiious;  the  government  of  the  Uni ted  St^ites  rettpt^ettnl  »lir 
in  the  conQdence  of  itis  citizens  at  home,  and  by  a  wise  and  pruiU*«ii  ^^fu.  v 
lopping  off  all  extraneous  excresseueeft  from  the  body  p^ditic.  reiiuin^  |i 
lisciil  exaetUms  Ui  preserve  it  in  its  pristine  health  and  cou«tiliill.  >      ' 
the  good  effects  resulting  therefrom  to  us,  iti  onr  llrst  essay  tinvari 
erument  are  evident;  and  it  is  a  pleasing  reflertion  that  the  hv: 
conscious  4if  the  temlcr  solicitude  and  lively  interest  raanifeslrd  r*i« 
nesb>  and  welfare  of  every  porti<m  of  the   American  pe4»ple  ;i- 
progressing  with  their  fellow  citizens  in  tho  other  states  tf»w; 
sentiment  and  affection. 


DKMANn   FOU   A   PltEE  PASSAOK  TO  Hit.  >i:\, 

Thereceiitembarrassmentsto  our  infantcommeire,(»ccMsione<I  hy  thrirrr*tf- 
nlarities  at  New  Orl  cans,  we  have  every  reas*  n  1  Uy  I  >el  ieve,  will  sc»on  '*  .  ^ 

by  the  prompt  and  eillcacious  measun^  taken  by  the  pn^sident  or  t! 

Stati-^s.  and  wtiich  has   been  nided  by  the  minist4?r  of  his  Cathol 
and  from  the  embassy,  which  has  been  wisely  adopted,  we  mav  fii 


mk 
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:iatour  sitimtion  will  bo  bpttererl,  by  plat-'iiig  our  commt*nve  mi  it  ft*otiiij;not 
jablc  t4>  similar  inteiTiiptioiia  in  futi»rf^»    If,  btjwpvtir,  tht^  just  ami  natural 
BX|:H^rUttiout*  of  government  shouW   lie  f ! ustnit^d,  we  Htf  ronsoltni  by  Uie 
[lively  sensil>ility  ext-ilfd  in  the  ^entfnil  j^overnment,  and  in  pv^ry  part  nf  the 
(Inlon,  for  tlm  situatitm  of  their  wesiteru  bretliren,  ainl  although  evpr>*  f rrnnci 
[t»*  biiinajjity  may  have  to  regret  tlit*  dernier  resort,  yet  it  is  as  much  ioipoi?- 
Bil»le  to  prevent  tlie  Mississippi  from  (lisebarping  its  VH»t  contents,  Hwelle*! 
iritlkthe  nuinenuis  navigable  riv^er«  witb  whirh  it  is  nourished,  into  the 
bosom  c^f  the  ocean,  lus  to  prev**nt,  at  the  eall  of  government,  of  who.se  mag- 
nanimity I  have  no  doubt,  those  brave  and  intrepid  eitizetis  who  are  evl^ry- 
rhere  settled  oq  their  banks  and  fertile  plains  from  aHserting  their  natural, 
^and  acquired  rights,  and  forcing  with  the  stream  the  fruita  of  their  industry 
to  every  part  of  the  world. 

In  giving  to  the  general  assembly  inforraation  of  the  state  of  th«  govern- 
ment and  Dx»(uiimeuding  to  their  ciinsifh^ ration  sindi  mea?»ures  as  may  be 
^deemed  expedient,  a  witle  field  of  action  must  necessarily  be  opened,  and 
liscover  tlie  imiM>rtant  duties  devidving  on  the  first  legislature  ;  the-  founda- 
tion of  the  government  is  laid;  to  you,  gentlemen,  it  is  eoromitttwl  U»  raise 
^^  the  suptTstructure,  and  carry  in  a  great  measure  into  effect  the  national  will. ^ 
^ft  It  will,  no  donbt,  aff^vrd  you  mnrh  iHUisolution,  on  receiving  from  the  prope^r 
^BpJlieers,  a  sUUement  of  our  finances,  in  discovering  that  the  present  revenue, 
^Rt  wholly  reii<*rved  for  state  purposes,  is  adequate  to  all  the  necessary  ex i- 
^^jftiucies  of  government,  and  that  by  a  true  economy,  devoid  of  parsimony, 
the  public  faith  and  cretlit  may  be  maiiitsiined  without  any  additional  aug- 
^^nent4itton  in  cons(Hpience  of  that  change  which  has  taken  phice. 
^H  The  constitution  having  assigned  to  the  legislature  the  appointment  of  all 
^^the  prinr-ipal  olHccrs  in  tlie  government,  that  instrument  will  consequently 
pass  in  review,  and  in  tlue  time  occupy  the  serious  attention  of  both  houses. 
Under  the  constitution  of  the  Uniti*d  States,  you  will  alscj  have  to  select  t^\o 
of  our  citizens  to  represent  (he  state  in  the  senate?  of  the  Lrmt**d  8tates  for 
|Bix  years*  and  to  provide  by  law  for  tl\e  election  of  one  membt^r  of  the  house 
|0f  representatives. 

The  laws  levying  a  tax  on  land,  the  principal  muirce  from  whence  the  rev- 
enue has  proceeded,  expiring  of  tliemselves,  you  will  dist^over  the  necessity 
}f  taking  that  subject  under  coushiemtioii ;  and  as  exjierientre  has  pointed 
lout  the  ilefects  which  have  heretofore  existed,  you  will  l>e  hereby  aidetl  in 
[devising  a  system  of  taxation  whirh  shnll  operate  equally  on  all,  ami  lx»  in- 
[lyipablc  *>f  miscoustruction  in  favor  of  any,  who  either  from  design  fjr  neglect, 
fmay  fail  to  ci imply  with  the  just  and  neecssiiry  requisition  t>f  government. 
It  may  al.s<>  biM>roper  to  iuld,  that  under  existing  laws,  great  !u*glect  has 
been  man i fisted  hy   tliose  who  have  abcnat^^d   their  lands  in  making  the 

I  proper  transfers  im  the  books  of  taxation:  that  consi*leral>le  hn-ation^  have 
been  madt?  hy  individuals  in  the  rnitcd  8t,ites  nnlitary  tract,  in  the  Virginia 
iuilit3U7  traet,  and  at  some  id  the  rnih-tl  States  ojlices,  and  Avhich  having 
never  been  entered  for  taxation,  to  provide  for  l>riuging  all  lands  under  the 
law,  whiidi  are  subject  theretii,  and  to  prevent  embarrassments  in  the  col- 
|Jr^<'tious  in  the  future,  are  amongst  the  sevenU  objects  whiidi  will  naturally 
Ijreseut  themselves  to  your  minds  when  deh'berating  upon  thin  subject*  The 
L'turu  of  the  special  agent  serjt  hy  the  convention  to  Congress,  instructed 
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witli  certain  propositions,  is  daily  expected,  and  which,  if  acceded  U)  by 
them,  will  affect  this  subje(^t.  As  soon  as  official  information  is  rei^eived  it 
sliall  beimmediat^^ly  communicated. 

The  constitution  havinff  made  an  entire  change  in  the  judiciary  system 
necessary,  it  will  be  proper  to  direct  your  particular  attention  to  the  third 
article  of  that  instrument  u]>on  this  subje<'t.  To  erect  and  estiiblish  court-* 
with  common  law  an<l  ch}in<;ery  powers,  with  civil  and  criminal  juris<lictii>n. 
at  wliose  bar.  life,  reputation.  pro]»erty  and  everything?  dear  to  freemen  nuiy 
be  at  sUike,  as  well  as  to  fill  tlie  benches  with  proper  chaniclers  topronoftntT 
the  law.  anl  to  provide  for  an  impartial  selection  of  juries,  an»  of  such  vasi 
iinpnriance  in  every  well  rej^ulated  j^overnnient  as  to  rciiuire  the  utmti.-'t  ilr- 
liberalion  aji'lcauti(»n.  I'nder  the  same  article  it  will  be  iieres.s;iry  in  pr-- 
vide  by  law  for  the  election  of  a  coni|)etent  nmnber  of  jnslircs  of  ilie  pt-ai-*- 
in  eaeh  to\vnslii]>.  in  tin*  several  counties;  and  it  nuiy  be  an  objeet  worlliv 
your  euquirN.  whether  it  would  not  be  e<'onoiui4*al  and  judicious  l'<»  establisii 
each  <M)unty  into  a  (rourt  to  manai^e  its  internal  <;oncerns  niul  re;riilate  it;- 
general  poli(.■(^ 

Within  one  year  after  the  meeting  of  the  lirst  legislature  it  is  iv<inired  that 
an  enumeration  of  all  the  white  male  inhabitants  above  twenty-one  yt-ars  of 
uge  shall  l)e  ma<le:  it  will  therefiue  be  necessary  to  provide  by  law  f«>r  the 
m'.covnplishment  of  that  object,  in  order  that  a  due  a))portioninent  <»t  sena- 
tors and  repn^sentatives  may  be  assigned  to  each  county  or  district. 

A  well  n*guhite(l  and  disciplined  malitia,  being  justly  considi.Ted  in  every 
republic  as  its  safeguard  for  protection  and  defense.  1  cannot  but  nvoniuieuil 
to  your  consideration  a  review  of  the  existing  laws  relative  thereto.  Th** 
llrst.  i>assetl  in  the  year  171K>,  is  a  good  system,  but  as  it  was  adapt^'d  I0  ihe 
state  of  the  distriet.  when  the  Indiana  and  northwestern  t4?rrilory  was  on»*. 
and  much  injured  by  a  subsei|ueut  aet.  passed  in  th»*  year  1.'^<»1.  \vbii-li  n-- 
pealetl  ihat  part  relative  t«»  the  appointment  of  general  otrH'ei*s.  and  wbiih 
the  con^tilulion  now  recogni/.»*s,  it  is  suggestive  whether  it  would  n^t  bv 
be^l  to  revive  the  fiuiner  law.  with  su«'h  alterations  a^  will  nmk»-  ii  iipplic-a- 
blf  to  our  present  situation.  Jiided  with  sui-h  oth'-r  iniprovenn'uts  as  \inj  ni;n 
iind  it  ^n*<e«'plili|c  of,  as  well  as  t(»  provide  for  the  I'lt-elinn  nf  its  t>!]i<*»T'<. 

The  seMM»;i  of  the  year  in  which  \ou  \v«Te  ucccNsaiily  eonveni'd  ii»  .-ar'A 
the  •^overniiifnl  liitn  operation,  being  iiicnii\enienl  to  uian^  id'yori.  w  .1 
d«»nblie>s  e\riie  a  w  i^h  to  furiail  t!ie  |>rescm  s.'>sinii.  and  de\nt.'  \  nui  iniun  - 
diali' atl;iiti<Mi  to  such  ol»jc<-is  as  are  most  pressing,  and  more  i->|nMia!i;  ;.- 
there  is  reason  to  believe  yon  will  be  ninch  inii»orlune!l  with  business  ,,1  ;, 
local  nature,  from  dilTerenl  parts  of  the  state  :  otherwise  it  wonUl  ba\ebe«-?i 
a<lvisable  to  have  taken  a  review  of  all  the  present  existing  laws,  many  of 
which  were  adopt«'<l  in  the  first  and  enacted  under  tin*  second  ;,'rade  of  the 
territorial  governments.  riMpiires  much  revisi«»n  ;  one.  however,  adoptfil  at 
an  early  piM'iod.  '•  regulalinir  niarria;j:es."  whereb\  the  governor  is  exi*Insi\e- 
ly  antliori/.ed  i«»  grant  marriage  licenses,  antl  which  has  been  justly  rinn- 
plained  of.  will.  I  hope,  now  be  expung<Ml  from  our  code,  and  one  betl*  r 
adajited  to  the  obj<>ct  of  its  institution,  and  more  congenial  to  the  spirit  of 
the  government.  euacltMJ  in  its  steatl. 

When  we  (MHisiiler  the  present  ])n»sperous  situation  of  the  I'niti'd  Slates, 
and  conleniplale  our  own  pn*sent  and  future  pr«>specis.  situate  as  we  are,  in 
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a  country  where  nature  has  been  lavish  of  lier  favors  to  every  part;  where 
our  soil,  climate,  and  navigable  waters  present  to  the  mind  of  observation 
and  contemplation  the  most  pleasing  view  and  prospects  of  the  future  great- 
ness and  importance  of  this  part  of  the  American  empire,  we  have  much 
reason  to  render  the  sinc'ere  homage  of  grateful  hearts  to  that  15eing  who  has 
so  highly  favored  us,  and  every  inducement  for  the  exercise  in  imi)rovnig 
these  means  now  within  our  reacli  towards  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 
our  country. 

"  Religion,  morality  and  knowletlge  are  necessary  to  all  good  governments," 
says  the  excellent  constitution  untler  which  you  are  convened,  and  to  lliis 
great  trutli  wi*  must  all  subscribe.  The  liberal  grants  of  land  matle  by  the 
I -nitcd  Slates  for  the  purposes  of  erecting  antl  en«lowing  universities  au<! 
other  seminaries  of  learning,  and  for  the  support  of  rcligi<in,  are  advanlag(»s 
in  thes«*  respects  superior  to  th(»sc  which,  perhaps,  any  other  new  country 
can  boast  of ;  to  improve  those  means  with  advantage  towards  the  nol)le 
ends  for  whirh  they  were  given  :  to  preserve  the  public  faith  iniimpea<*hcd  : 
to  i)ractice  economy  in  all  ]>ubli('  expenditures;  to  imp«)seno  tiixes  upon  our 
citizens  for  state  or  county  purposes  but  wliat  are  really  necessary  for  their 
honest  wants  ;  to  irultivate  pe^ice  and  harmony  with  our  Indian  neighbors, 
and  to  exemplify  both  in  our  public  acts  and  privati^  lifK  Kvery  disposition 
towards  disi-ountenancing  idleness  and  dissipation,  and  by  encouraging  in- 
dustry, frugality,  tem|)eranre  and  everv  moral  virtue  are  objects  of  such  iin- 
portiince  to  our  rising  republic,  tliat  they  cannot  fail,  if  attended  to.  of  pro- 
ducing the  best  effects  in  forming  for  us  a  national  character,  which  may  be. 
the  admiration  of  all.  On  my  pail,  gentlemen,  you  may  rest  assured  it  shall 
be  no  less  my  honest  priile  than  it  is  made  my  constitutional  duty,  cordially 
to  co-o]»erate  with  you  in  every  measure  your  united  wisdom  and  experien<-e 
may  <levise  for  the  public  good.  KD  WAKI)  TI FFIN. 

CiiiLLicoTiii:.  March  r».  i.soJi. 

OOVKUNOK  tiffin's  SK(M)XI>  MKSSAOK. 
Tn  fli'  (h'lUnil  Asst  inhlif  <\f  th'-  SUitt  of  Ohio: 

(JlON'TLKMKX    OF    TIIK    SkXATK    AND  OF  TIIK    IIoUSK  OF    KlGI'ItKSKNTA- 

TiVKs  :  We  have  met  together  to  (ronsider  the  situation  of  onr  i)oliti<'al  so- 
ciety, and  under  cireumslanees  the  most  auspicious,  both  as  it  respects  our 
exterior  and  interior  relations,  and  sutrn'ient  to  excite  in  all  our  hearts  the 
most  sincere  elTusion  of  gratitude  to  that  Heuig  in  whose  hands  are  the  des- 
tinies of  nations  and  of  man. 

THK   PruCUASK  OF   LOUTMANA. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly,  our  fellow  citizens 
were  anxiously  concerned  at  the  jirohibition  of  an  invaluable  accpiired  right 
which  was  unjustly  withheld  by  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  government  at 
tlie  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  u'hi(rli  threatened  to  annihilate  the  commerce 
and  becloud  the  best  prospects  of  this  and  tlie*  neighboring  western  states ; 
yet.  anxiously  concerned  as  they  were,  and  conscious  t)f  the  great  injury 
they  belabored  under,  tliey  sustained  it  with  a  fortitude  and  prudence  which 
has  done  them  honor- ~wis(»ly  conli<ling  in  the  general  government,  to  whom 
ahnie  it  belonged  to  have  tlie  evil  remedied,  and  to  provide  against  similar 
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*'V«nts  ijt  futiive;  unri  hei-*?iu  wt?  huve  jin  aaiUlioiial  indiirement  for  Uidl 
lliience  which  tht^  legislu  tun*  t^xprt'ssi^*!  at  their  last  session  m  tin?  vx^* 
of  the  l^iiiUHt  States,  und  in  the  niejir^ures  whit-h  were  pursuiag  to 
plish  tliost^  oliject8»  and  which  have  siiccewled  belaud  our  tuci&t  6iifigiilii«  e4 
tiecUtioiiJi. 

The  rij^Ut  of  tiepi»»itiiig  th^  produce  of  exportation  of  all  th»t  nxteDm^i! 
fi^rtiie  roiaitry.  who^t-  wiit-iTs  an-  tdlmtary  lo  the  Mississippi,  ^itlipr  at  K 
Orleans  or  anywherf  else  on  tht-  hanks  of  the  river  neur  its  uiouUt.  atthourh 
tttrreat*>hject,  yet>  woidd  have  heen  held  at  best,  but  a  pn'c;4r!ou 
while  both  sitlHs  were  «uhject  to  a  foreign  govern  men  t»  but  by  u  v 
lUJi^ianimoiis  policy,  wa»%  ever  to  im  deprt»c4ited,  witli  all  its  iiinincriviihl 
attendant  horrors,  \um  bf^eu  averted,  and  expenses  to  support,  that  wur^Mhirh 
might  have  lje*in  incalcnlahle,  and  cotdd  nt»t  fail  to  h»ve  been  heavily  felt* 
are  rendered  nnnet^essary,  whilst  by  a  fritmdly  neKt>tiatioa,  and  in  the  most; 
just  and  honorable  way,  the  city  and  island  of  New  OrleHiiH,  with  the  wboh 
of  Louisiana,  are  swlde*!  to  the  American  empire,  an  a*'quiaition  incalruliibtis 
to  the  United  Suites,  whether  considered  as  a  lerriton%  rich  in  natiiml  n*^ 
sources,  as  a  nieiins  of  .'lecurinu  the  nncnntrolled  and  peaces*. t'  -no! 

the  Mississippi,  i^y  possessing  its  key,  or  as  a  great  and  int .  e  of 

national  revenui'. 

in  our  own  state  we  have  this  year  been  favored  with  ahn<bint  rmp?«,  ? 
visited  Ijy  utlUctiou  than  lieretofore,  and  strengthened  with 
ere;  I  set!   and   still   increasing  popnlation.     We  have  exhibiteil 
sVMActacle  of  a  free  |>eciple,  assuming  the  right  of  self-gnvertitiieut,  purely 
ele<'tive  in  all  its  branches,  and  conducting  those  elections  and   ort? 
that  governnient  with  a  teniiKer.  mfideration  and  caution  beconiijig 
capable  of  enjoying  those  political  and  religious  libertiea,  which  a; t- uit-jr 
inherent  rights. 

The  presi-nt  state  of  the  mililiafalls  aloud  for  your  particuliir  at 
When  the  government  was  tlrsl  orguni/e<iaretnni  to  the  nuhtia  was  ; 
of  the  then  a<liuUint-gencraU  who  was  directed  by  the   12th  s%e<*tion  oi    U^ 
'"'act  establishing  an<l  regulating  the  militia,''  to  make  a  return  to  tb**  cotn 
mander-in-chief  annually.     His  answer  tt»  that  recpiest  showt*d   ' 
militia  law  hiwi  been  neglecte4l,  and  that  not  a  single  regiment  in  1 1 
was  either  otticere<l  or  organizetl,  believing  that  tnir  sitfety  and  freedom  tl^- 
pends  on  this  class  of  our  fellow  citizens,  and  tindlngthat  th^^'-'-T*-  ^^^-p^ 
Si^feguard  for  protection  and  defence  was  in  this  lamentable  aitr  t\^> 

thought  expedient,  as  the  existing  militia  laws  fwm  the  ehanm  mi  1:1  <vi  fit- 
ment which  had  taken  place,  were  not  applif*able  to  our  present  sftnati<^.  tn^ 
issue  general  orders,  rei|uiring  the  senior  ofticci*s  whc»  were  in  cir'    ;  m  la 

SUfb  I'ounty.  to  hold  elections  agreeably  to  the  constit  ution.  hi  ti 
cies  in  their  regiments  and  make  report  to  the  adjnt 
militia  miglit  be  placed  i>n  as  respectable  footing  as  r 
would  permit.    These  orders  were  attended  tt*  by  some  oi  Uie  1 1 
with  a  zeal  and  activity  highly  honorable  t^»  them,  an«l  a  few  re^ 
biH^u  completely  »»lli*'ere<l  and  disciplijied.  with  light  companie  U 

th^m.     \  return  of  iJic  t^lTective  force,  a  communication  fnmi  nt 

of  the  (nited  Slates  on  llussuliject,  n  n*f|uis»ilion  from  ih< 
mrnt  toas«eml>le  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  hold  iH  i.,ii.«4M:^^  ».>t 
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hunrlred  of  the  militia,  iiirhiding  nfficera,  U»  compose  a  regiment » to  march 
to  take  iH>»be.ssioii  of  tlie  lately  rrde<l  eoiintrv  of  Lonisiaiui,  shoiil<i  Die  otfi- 
cer»  of  tlie  Spanish  government  either  refuse  ori#lay  (ogive  it  up,  agn  eably 
t^i  treaty,  with  the  measures  taken  to  raise  tliis  f<irce.  iiinl  other  doeuments 
relative  tliereto,  is  hereunto  aunexecL  See  exhibit  No.  1.  ami  from  which 
yon  will  discover  tlie  ueeessity  of  taking  itxto  early  cousideratiou  an  iu.stiln- 
tion  on  whieh  every  free  state  should  place  its  gieiU*'st  reliance  for  repelling 
iiggressiouiri  from  witlumt,  for  m;iiulaiuing  order  and  good  government  with- 
in its  own  lionler^.  and  whiidi  tetids  to  keep  alive  that  spirit  winch  effe(*ted 
our  independence  and  gave  t!ie  L  nited  States  a  name  amongst  tlie  nations 
*jf  the  eartVu 

The  laws  laying  a  t^x  on  hinds  wilL  I  hope,  tliis  session  undergo  a  revisa! 
and  the  rt*me<lieiJ  which  time  and  expeilence  have  p<*inU*d  out,  he  applied , 
particularly,  it  is  suggested,  whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  t(»  have  all 
the  latids  of  resident  proprietors  listed  anew,  provision  made  from  the  sev- 
eral otticers  a  list  of  all  htnds  wiiicb  liave  been  located  or  actpiired  by  in<livi- 
*luals,  and  which  are  subject  to.  but  have  never  been  entered  for.  taxation, 
TUe  pul>lp:  weal  also  reiiuires  that  a  more  expeditious  and  cerUiin  way  of 
otiliging  delinfpient  collectors  to  account  for  and  pay  into  the  treasury  their 
respccrtive  balances  due  the  stale,  should  he  devised  ;  anil  it  will  further  l»e 
i  ]U'o per  .subject  for  your  iurjuiry,  whether  it  is  not  neijessary  that  the  rev- 
enue arising  from  this  son  ree  should  be  wholly  reserved  for  state  puriioses. 

The  act  regulating  the  public  suit  works,  ete,,  ete,»  etc* 

EDWAED  TQ-^FIN, 

CiiiLLRuTiiK,  JJecemtjer  o,  18*>3. 

JtESSAGE  ON  THIS  BUKR-nLEN^BKH ASSET  EXPEDITION, 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  senate  tlie  followng  written  message  from  Uih 
excellency  the  governor  of  this  state,  viz: 

To  Ihf  Qenrral  A^st'mhljf  of  the  Stntf  of  Ohio  : 

I  now  eommmiicate  to  the  representatives  of  the  people  such  operations 
as  have  taken  place,  under  the  act  passed  this  session,  to  prevent  certain 
act4>  hostile  to  the  pea<*e  and  tranquility  of  the  Tnited  States,  within  llie 
jurisdiction  of  this  atiite,  that  they  may  be  fully  possessed  of  what  has 
already  occurred  and  is  still  in  transit. 

rmmediately  uimti  receivijig  the  law,  after  its  i>assage,  I  dispatched  an 
expre.sji  to  Mari<^ta,  with  orders  to  arrest  the  tlotllla  on  the  Aiuskingitm 
river  and  the  agents  engaged  in  its  preparations,  and  t*i  make  due  inquiry 
after  such  proid'  as  wouhl  lead  b*  thf*ir  conviction,  as  also  to  prevent  any 
armaments  proireeiling  that  miglit  be  liesrcuiling  the  Ohio,  if  i»ossible. 

The  execution  of  the  operation  at  Marietta  was  entrusted  to  J  udge  Meigs 
and  Major-Uem^ral  Buell.  1  also  dis|>at*ijed  orders  to  Cincinnati  to  plant 
oui'  or  more  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  banks  of  the  Oino,  to  keeti  tmtroles  up 
the  river  at  proper  distances,  iti  order  to  give  noti<*e,  in  ilue  time,  of  the  up- 
pro;u*h  of  the  boitts,  either  singly  or  in  noail>ers.  and  b*  call  out  a  sntUcicnt 
force  to  be  able  t**  meet  'Mm  men.  the  number  I  expected  might  i>robably  be 
Willi  (Meuuerhasset's  and  Comlort  Tyler's  Uotillas,  if  they  should  etTect  a 
junction  ;  and  lest  they  might  attemi^t  to  pass  in  detachmems  of  one  boat  at 
43 
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1  XIT'il, 

It  id 

<*rtiie 

Into 

inimir^ 

H  tim^.  nnt  tn  suff(pr  h  siuglf?  lM>at  to  paas  vrithciiit  an  nrrf*^  tinrl  rT^imiTmlii 
Th  n  of  t}i»*^  iiperatiotiR  wiis  t*utnt''' 

E£if]^,  oi  -ion  offfTs  fcjc  his  iiitt*rp«i 

liUi'*^' f  u,  ,1.  ^ >iire  to  infonn  ^'*"   »^'^  t^ 

cri  ioi»  tr\*m  JmlKe  Mei|?s,  of 

coUi|nri*-  rii*  r-^v^H  oi  liit*  iipenttious  iiitnisteil  to  In 
wliu^  Xititnotic  ffTort^  f  utiUt?  thfui  iKUh  lo  my  wa*  n 

It  Lh  s*usi»t*<'te<l  notice  u:  <nl  Ui  Bli'nti*  ti;--   " 

jMigi^  of  Ui**  lj*w.  Hinl  thf*  p:  ^niakinir'    rt     ^i  n 

fffert:  1  ars  that  uti  ih*j  iii)?ht  of 

I»assp«l  >  vvUh  a  liiimljer  (not  yet  a^r. 

with  lUfii  uruifil  ijitliscTiminiilelv  with  iuusk»-i».  jl|^^ 
auHjon^d  ;it  the  inland,  and   i  minted  iatHv  sw^nt  an  ex  in 

*s**t,  who  WH.S  hurry ingf  on  hia  flotilla;    that   npiHi    dis<'Ovei*iii|?   Hit?  uiiivi 
mentis  of  our  militia,  they  lied  fnll  speed  to  the  island,  wbit-li  wa>  ^-n 
at  niglit  t»y  ftpntinels  and  lighted  lanterns  at  proper  tlistane^s,  iittd 
fere*!  to  pass  exeepit  by  countersign  or  watch-word*    8|»ies  wf  r^' 
at  Alarietta  to  give  notice  of  the  movements  there*    In  the  in* 
eral  Bue II,  by  direction  of  Judge  Meigs*,  with  a  detsichment  ot  uiKHiii, 
eeeded    up   the    Mu.skingnm  river  in  the  night,  and  arrested  ten    of 
liatteaux  as  they  were  descending  tlie  river  to  join  Tyler's  forces ;  tliejrj 
sf)  hurried  that  four  more  of  the  balteaux  were  not  got  re^y  to  etnl 
would  also  tie  seized,  which  is,  1  believe,  the  whole  of  the  Miiskinguui 
la.    There  were  near  100  barrels  of  provisions  seizetl  on  bc^anl,  ami  whi 
ex|ie€t,  he  also  seizes!  with  the  same  rt*mainingbattea\ix ;  ^  -  ceai 

each  forty  feet  long;  wide  and  covered  and  calculated  to  ra 
uf  men.    It  is  believed  notice  was  immediately  given  to  the  ij>Ijm<l  of 
seizure,  for  in  about  three  hours  aflerwanls,  on  the  siime  night,  Jilepr 
set  and  Tyler  ma^le  their  esoipe  from  the  island,  and  have  pushed,  it : 
through  Kentucky.    Colonel  Phelps,  of  Virginia,  witjj  a  few  mounted  1 
is  in  pursuit  of  them, 

I  expect  Tyler's  boat^s  will  dest'end  the  Ohio,  to  meet  him  and  Blenneij 
basset  at  some  point  low  down  on  that  river,  and  I  have  no  dt^iibt  but  ihj 
(General  iiano  will  render  a  good  account  of  them  as  they  attempt  U*  j 
(Incinnati, 

1  also  receivc«i  last  night  a  commnnic^Htion  from  the  sin-i^tan,  of  w  ar  i 
the  United  SUtt#*s.  by  direction  *>f  the  goverimient,  rt*t[uirini;  nir .  T^  ItJ 
delay,  to  raise  l.>Oor  iSXi  volunteer  militia,  to  U^  fonued  in  a 
one  lield  olBcer.  one  captain,  tw't»  subaltenis  and  7i)  men,  comu.  H 

cers,  privates  and  musicians  i**  e;ic*h  <*ompany,  in  the  pay  of  the  L'nJt 
suites,  and  direct  them  to  march  to  Mariettji,  with  onlers  to  seiiw*  the  Mti 
kinguro  flotilla,  and  prevent  it  from  being  removed  until  further  onlers  fm^ 
the  president.    But  finding  that  this  service  was  in  part  eflfectiNl,  I  luit 
ventureil,  from  the  necessity  of  tlie  i^so,  to  var>*  in  some  degrw*  fnmi  tJir 
InHtnictions,  and  which,  I  hope,  will  meet  tlie  approval  of  tin  1  j 

ernuient  and  also  of  youi-s.  I  wnt  on  orders  last  night  to  M. 
one  company  of  volunteers,  t«>  l»e  composed  of  tuie  majc^r*  on* 
sulml terns  and  sixty  men f  commissioned  uflicers,  privates  ah 
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whieli  I  bave  tbouglii  siilficieut  to  guard  and  keep  safe  the  flotillu  aud  stores 
aliv^th  arrestiHl.  I  have  tx\m  (lispatrh«<l  nn  ex|>n'as  to  Ohjcionati,  with 
urrl I'll*  to  raise  two  cornpanies  as  above,  wich.iis  I  t!\ongbt  th*^  most  force 
wanted  tli*ire,  to  rt'lieve  the  militia  previously  onlered  out.  and  to  secure 
(V>mr«»rl  Tyh'r's  tlotilla  while  desoendiiiiLr  the  Ohio  Jf  it  wjis  not  ah twJy  done. 
I  have  no  dotiht  that  thewe  three  eonipanies  will  i)e  instantly  underarm*** 
and  thiit  this  hitliert*>  mysleri(»na  enterprise  will  be  eompletely  fru^tntteil, 
and  tbe  intended  evil  levelled  at  the  peaee  arid  tnintjuility  of  the  United 
States  will  fall  with  all  its  w^eigbt  on  it^  projectors, 

EDWARD  TIFFIN, 
Ctiillicothk,  December  5, 1806. 

President  JefFei*son,  in  a  message  to  congress,  dated  Janiuiry  22, 1807,  on 
this  snlije^'t.  amongst  other  things,  said  : 

'*Onr  confidential  agent,  wlio  had  been  diligently  employed  in  investign- 
tin^  the  eonspinu;y,  bad  ae(|uired  suffleient  hiforniation  ttMijien  himself  to 
the  gtivernor  of  the  state  of  Ohio  and  apply  for  the  irnmediiite  exertion  of 
the  authority  Jind  ixiwer  of  the  state  to  cnish  the  eombination.  Governor 
Tii!in  and  the  legislatni-e,  with  a  praraptitiule,  an  energy  and  patriotic  zeal, 
which  entitle  them  to  a  disttngnhshe<l  plaee  m  the  affeetiona  of  their  sister 
states,  efYeeted  the  seizure  of  all  the  boats,  provisions  and  other  pi^e  pa  rations* 
witldn  their  reach,  and  thus  gave  a  first  blow,  materially  disabling  the  enter- 
prise in  its  outset/' 

UOVEItNOR  TIFFIN  ELECl^KD  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  SENATE. 

January  1, 1H07. 

The  two  honses  then  pnu'eeded  in  like  nmmier  to  the  choice  of  a  S4^nator 
to  represent  this  state  iti  tlu^  congress  of  the  t'nitetl  Stiites  fi^r  the  term  of 
six  years.  fn»ui  and  itfter  the  4th  day  of  March  next,  In  the  room  of  Thomas 
Worthington,  wliose  term  of  otlice  then  expti*es,  and  the  ballots  being  col- 
lected and  counted,  showed  the  following  resrdt : 
Oaxdidatk.  VorEs. 

Edward  Tithn ., 25 

Philenion  Hucber, ^... ..*... ..*.-. 12 

John  Bigger 2 

tleturn  J.  Meigs,  Jr. .,. . ,. 2 

Tom  Tntr » , , 1 

Thomiis  Konlcey.. , , 1 

Kdward  TilJin  having  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  was 
thereup<m  declared  by  the  speakei^s  of  botli  houses  duly  elected. 

December,  KSOU. 

During  the  recess,  Mr,  Tiflin  resigned  bis  seat  in  the  senate  of  the  llnited 
States. 

OOVERNOK  TIFFIN  IN  THE  SEKATE  OF  THK  UNITED  STATES. 

The  lirsl  sessicHi  of  the  tentli  cc»ngress  commenced  OctolH^r  lit*.  1SU7. 

Mr.  John  Ailains  presenled  the  credentials  of  lion.  Edward  Tiltln,  who 
Inok  the  outli  and  was  scathed, 

Tlie  president  communiealed  to  the  senate  a  letter  from  the  governor  of 
the  Indian  territory,  together  with  eert^iin  resolutions  of  the  territorial  legis- 
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Intiire.  (HI  tlHM^xpe^liency  of  auspeiuling  tbe  »ixth  aitnh:  t»f 

cforitahied  in  the  uriruianec  ivtu^seO  July  IX  17K7,  coneeruiug  the  admissimi  of 

slaves ;  silso  a  teiunufitrarice  ai^aiiist  the  siim*^  fnttii  flti7.t»iis  M'  Chi: ; 

which  was  r«md  uiul  taiU*veil  to  he  rel'orred  to  MpMsrs.  Frarjkliti,  Ki  I 

Tilhn  to  coushler  ami  ivijori  thereon,    Viypn  the  report  of  the  ecimiiiiUt^. 

the  !5i4'iutle  re.solveil  thai  it  is  not  ex|jedienl  lu  so  suHj^mh 

On  tJiP  2rrth  of  Xovi*ml>er,  mn,  Uit?  following  resolution  was  passed  m  tb*^' 
senate* : 

liemhrd^  That  a  committee  be  apifoiiit**d  to  iTicjiilre  whether  il  be  com- 
patible with  the  honor  and  privileges  of  the  ]ion»e  that  John  SmiUu  a  sen- 
ator from  Oliio.  against  whom  lulls  of  iudictmont  were  fonnd  in  the  circuit 
eonrt  of  Virginia.  heJ<l  at  Hu-hnjoijd  in  August  last,  fnr  tr^as^on  iumJ  inis- 
tlemeanor.  should  he  ptnaiitted  any  longer  to  have  a  seat  tiiereiii  ;  and  tbiit 
the  eommittee  do  iiiiiuire  into  all  the  fact.s  regiirdini?  the  eonrlu<*t  ot  Mr. 
Smith  as  an  alleged  associate  of  Aaron  Burr,  and  repiut  the  Bome  U^  llie 
senate. 

During  the  discussion,  Mr.  Tittin,  by  permission,  read  In  his  phu;e  a  )HU*t 
from  Mr.  Smith,  as  fMlows: 

'•  Washington,  Xovemljer  27.  LSi»7, 

"'  I)EAtt  Silt :  Just  having  heard  that  a  molion  is  pending  in  the  deimu*  Ui 
appi>int  a  committee  to  inquire  into  certiiin  charges  exhibited  agiiinst  me  at 
Ui<'htur»nd  Ijv  the  late  grand  jury,  I  l>eg  you,  sir,  to  assure  the  st*naie  in  my 
name,  that  nothing  will  aftVud  me  more  pleasure  than  to  have  a  public  in- 
vestigati<ui  of  the  said  charges  anil  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  nay  iuijo- 
cence,  and  I  beg  you  from  your  seat  to  make  ihi.s  statement* 

"'  1  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully  your»,  etc., 

-JOHNS\IITIL 

'*  Hon,  Mb*  Tiffin/' 

Smith  was  not  expelled,  however. 

In  a  letter  to  the  author  on  this  subject  somelwHly  remarktMl :  **  In  til?" 
wise  of  .jolm  Smith.  I  think  there  were  not  «|nile  enough  voU^s  to  ifiHiir^  his 
expulsion  and  Pa.,  I  bcHeve,  voted  against  him.  D.  M.  T," 

Amongst  the  nmueriius  measures  that  Mr.  Tilhn  supported  wiUi  his  indii- 
enee  ami  his  vote  were  tbe  ffjllowing,  viz  r 

A  bill  for  the  prcsei-vation  of  peace  and  maiutainance  of  the  auUmiitT  of 
the  tinited  States  in  the  ports,  hariK>i*s  and  waters  under  their  jimstlietioii. 

A  bill  exten«ling  the  rights  of  sutfnige  in  the  Mississippi  territory. 

A  hill  anthoriziug  the  president  of  the  United  States,  under  rerlAln  con- 
ditions, to  suspend  the  operation  of  the  act  laying  an  emlmi^oon  all  8liip» 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  luirbors  of  the  Tnitcd  States. 

An  act  making  provision  for  arming  and  eiiuipping  the  whole  body  of  Um* 
mlHtia  of  the  ITnited  States. 

An  act  to  autliorize  the  president  of  the  Huited  States  to  cause  lo  he  prv- 
pared  fur  service  the  frigutes  and  olh*»r  armed  vessels  of  tlje  rnttiTtl  St;4l*<^. 

January  T9»  isijfti, 

Mr.  Tittin  presented  sundry  petitions  from  purchasers  of  public  Imids  in 
tlie  state  of  Ohio,  stating.  ^"  that  from  the  various  incidents  to  which  ti<iw 
settlers  are  liable ^  ami  more  especially  from  Uie  great  nueeilaiijity  of  com- 
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mnnrUng  cash  for  produce  ni  the  presoiit  time.  tUey  will  not  Vie  ablf  to  make 
n(i  the  t'mal  paymeiiU  tor  their  Injiilt^  at  tlie  time  they  will  i*esi>ectively  be- 
rome  tliie/"  and  praying  that  congress  will  so  mo<lify  the  iiroserit  land  laws 
;i8  will  guard  them  from  the  emlmiTassmeiits  jiiiil  niin  they  otherwLst*  ap- 
preljeiid  may  fall  u\nm  theuK  The  petitions  were  referred  to  Megsrs.  Tiflln, 
Uregg  anrl  Bradley,  t<>  consider  and  i'e|H>i't  thereon. 

February  U,  1809. 

The  Henat^  resnmed  the  eon  si  deration  of  the  motion  made  on  the  8th 
in8tatit:  '*  That  the  several  laws  laying  an  emkirgo  on  all  shii»s  and  veseels 
in  Ihe  ports  and  harlM>r8  vd'  the  United  States  1>6  rei>ealed  *m  the  4th  day  of 
March  next,  exeeid  as  to  lireat  Britain  and  Franee  and  their  dependencies; 
anil  that  provision  lie  made  ti\  IJtw  for  prohibiting  all  commercial  intfT- 
course  with  those  nations  and  their  de|>endeniies  and  the  importation  of 
any  artiel*^  into  the  United  Stiites.  the  growlii,  produce,  or  mauiifactnre  of 
either  of  satd  natinns*  or  of  the  dominions  of  eith<T  of  them/' 

(In  motitjn  o^  Mr.  Bayard  to  strike  out  the  following  words  :  ''  Ext?ept  as 
to  Great  Britain  and  Franee  and  their  dependencies,"  etc..  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative.  Mr.  TitRn  voted  no.  On  the  question  toagr^e  H 
the  original  motion—ayes  2ii,  nays  3.  Mr.  Tillin  voted  aye. 

February  2h,  1809» 

The  Senate  procewled  to  eonsider  the  amendments  of  the  lionse  of  i^p- 
respntatives  entitled  :  "'  An  act  to  Wderdiet  the  eommereinl  intercourse 
between  the  Unitetl  Stales  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  depen- 
deueies,  atid  for  other  pun^^'St's." 

On  the  (piestion  bj  agree  U)  the  amendment  of  section  lUas  follows: 

,  strike  out  the  words.  *'  and  to  cause  ti>  lie  issued,  under  suitable  pledges 

ami  precautions,  letters  of  mar<pie^m<l  reprisal  against  the  nation  thereafter 

continuing  in  enforcing  its  uuliiwful  edicts  agiiinst  the  enrumerce  tif  ii»h 

ITnited  81utes/'  it  was  cmTied. 

Mr.  Timii  voted  in  the  affirmative.    Ayes  17,  Nays  14. 

This  was  in  W^,  The  war  spirit  already  kindled,  broke  out  Into  a  flame 
l^hree  years  later. 

After  Mr.  Tiflln  resigiani  his  seat  In  the  United  States  aenat^, be  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  Ohio  legislature, 
from  Boss  county,  in  IhOI*. 

FIRST  BALIX)T  FOIISPEAKEII. 

Kdward  Tiflin,. _2f> 

James  Hichard .  .15 

,Mathias  Uorwin. . , A 

Almdiam  Shepherd 1: 

Othneil  I^ioker  .     I 

George  Jackson  .1 

Samuel  Dnnlap. ......     . .  ^ , 

Neither  of  th«««  perstms  having  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  present, 
the  house  pro«?e©ded  to  a  setnmd  ballot,  which  resulted  as  follows : 

TiflUi. - ' ..    24 

Richard • .  bV 

Shephertl ,..♦* 1 

Looker 
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Mr.  Tiffin  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  of  the  members  pres- 
ent, was  declared  by  the  clerk  to  be  duly  elected  speaker. 

The  general  assembly  begun  and  held  at  the  town  of  Zanesville,  on  Mon- 
day the  8d  day  of  December,  1810,  being  the  first  session  of  the  niuth  general 
assembly  of  Ohio. 

Members  from  Ross— Edward  Tiffin,  Abraham  Claypool,  James  Manary, 
Henry  Brush  and  William  Creighton,  Jr. 

Mr.  Tiffin  was  again  elected  speaker. 


APPENDIX. 


NO.  3. 


THE  END-CENTENNIAL  ORATION  AND  CELEBRATION  OF  FOURTH  OF  JULY 
1876   IN  TIFFIN. 


*c 


(From  iJieTimn  Tribiiue  ot  Jnly  tVlli,  tK7»4,) 

ONLY  AND  ORIGINAL  CENTENNIAL! 

HOW  WE  CELEBRATED  IT! 

NOISE,  DISPLAY.  PATRIOTISM,  ETC.,  ETC. 

TIIK    FonUTlI     IN    TIFFIN. 


L 


Ova  PEOPLF3  L-ert;iirily  iic-qnitttvl  tlii^msulvfs  putrintioHllv  on  the  Fourth 
uf  July,  IsHk  K:irl>  Mou<lay  aft-t^mmm  the  work  uf  <ie«'orHiion  hf^giiu, 
miilhy  ni<^)rt  msirly  M  the  hfiainesii  hiniiH*ii  and  muny  private  res  idences 
were  Tinely  denuratwl.  There  wus  u  «ii]>ply  of  thi^s  hngi*  euou^^h  to  t^tisfy 
the  moHt  eiithuHUistic  l<iver  nf  t\m  St«irs  mid  SLrii»e8.  Tlie  decoration  of  some 
of  our  liusiiiess  pUiecs  was  worthy  of  mention,  but  our  iipHce  will  not  per- 
mit. 

At  twelve  oVioek  Tuesday  morniiij^,  the  C>T»tennial  Fourth  was  inaugur- 
attKl  with  the  ringing  of  helln,  the  ^ihrieks  of  whittles,  tiie  firing  of  guu», 
pistols,  ele.  Taking  it  altogether^  it  was  the  most  enthusiastic  noise  e%'er 
lisUMied  tc»,  arul  virobnbly  fidly  as  patriotir. 

The  Fourth  i)rov»er  was  inaugurated  by  a  National  sfcilut<?  by  Captain 
Spier's  kitlin)  at  live  o'ch^k  X.  M, 

TIh^  dav  did  not  t)pi»n  auspieionsly.  It  was  rainy  until  nearly  ten  oVloek, 
whit'h  fjiet  delayed  carrying  out  the  projtp-amtne  as  arranged.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  bail  weather,  the  peopk^  began  to  gather  at  an  early  hoiu*,  and  by 
nine  oVloek  an  immense  erowil  were  present  to  take  jiart  in  the  grand  ocea- 
siou.  Kvery  one  seemed  to  feel  that  he  had  a  part  in  Um  celebration,  and 
the  greatest  good  fettling  prevailed. 

The  prot^e^ssion  was  formed  at  as  early  hour  as  possible.  The  appearaneo 
made  by  it  w^as  very  line  and  far  beyond  alt  expectation.  It  was  formed  in 
the  f  olio  wing  order : 
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riu.sT  Drvf^MinK— cAin^A.rx  k.  k,  suawhan  commandixo 

Marsha)  t '.  MuU'hlm%  liini  TUHn  Police. 

Tillin  Liglit  tiiianls. 

Jiiirmoiiia  Havd. 

St.  Johirs  Benevolent  Society, 

Preaidt^ut,  Orator,  iintl  MstytH\ 

Rea(lf*rami  CliiiphLuis. 

Vire-PrusMlents. 

Df't'MrntJon  \Y;i^on. 

8ECUXD  DIVI81<»N— 3IA.R1U  W.   M\   MYKKS  C03(rMAKI>IN0. 

81.  Patrick's  T.  A,  &  li.  liaud  aii^  Aasntuulinn. 

Fort  Bull  Cadt-ts. 

TifUn  Fire  De^jartmimt, 

THIHD  DIVISION—UAPTAIN    A,   W-  t?N'YD15U  COMMAKDIXO* 

Uooii'  Baud, 
Iudfi*ead«^nt  Zouavi\H, 

Bnidt«Hnind. 

l>ruids*»f  IlninlKili  linive, 

Kni^hUsof  Pytluo. 

Kui;fhlHOf  Huh    h 

i\  Muellm's  Brewery  WagiJiis, 

TliHl  ^  (Jasj^iier's  Stime-ijiiarn  Wai?on. 

(^iti/Lnis  in  (^arriaj^rs, 

Tlie  pnM'ession  paraded  thnnigh  the  innst  importaui  >»ln^*is.  aft4>r  whTe 
thepenjde  jfathert^d  at  tlie  nmit  house  yard  Ui  listen  tii  \hv  nther  ex«*Tt*ii«8i, 
Mayor  Bw^hmau  iutrc»dufed  tlte  pres'uleut  of  tlie  day.  H.  W.  8h»wlMm^  wbi^ 
uuide  the  follow iuj;  brief  and  very  ajiiimpriale  remjirks: 

Fellow  Titizej^s  :  *  The  phsisant  duty  now  <levolves  u^hju  ine  rjf  ralli»^ 
tliLH  large  assemhlage  to  order;  and  in  doiuij  so  1  may  be  yH'ruUttwl  in  Kt:*t. 
that  we  have  eouie  tojiether  t4>  «*ehduate  and  roniniemorate  one  of  tbe 
e«t  of  all  liiHUuieal  events,    <to  Iniek  tltrouj^li  all  the  traditional  nm!  hi^M.,  i. 
ag**s  of  the  pasit,  fn>m  Adam  to  Moses,  and  then  down  to  the  tisheriti^  in  of 
mir  rhrisitian  era.  one  thousand  ei|:jht   hundred  anil  »evejity*tiix  Vfnirs  . 
siwi rig  3ind  exi'epting  that  mysU'riouH  birth  at  Jkdhlel»era— the  birlli  . 
nation  by  the  DeelanUiuu  of   Inde|KMideuee,  one  hundred  years  a>*o  t<»«l 
was  the  cnandest  event  ever  enaeled  on  the  face  of  the  i^lolw?.   Ami  now  w 
fervent  thaukR  to  (ioil  for  all  who  have  liveil  to  witness  and  to 
i*enUniiual  juuiiversary,  and  tharikinj?  you  all  fi^r  the  honor  - 
your  preHidin^  olhcer.  we  will  now  proeeetl  with  the  excii 

Mr,  8hawhan*s  remarks  wpre  fidlowed  by  a  p/itriotic   - 
nial  ehoir,  whieh  wasexeciUed  in  a  Idsrhly  ^ivditahle  manner,      Iti^v.  U,  A 
lIuM:la!sthen  made  a  niobt  fervent  prayer,  whieh  wan  fi>Uowed  Hy  iti"  n^-^l, 
[ngof  the  l->ei:laration  of  lnde|H'ndenee  by  !).<'.  Tuuisou,  who  ♦! 
in  a  cleiir,  stronj^  voiee.  luxd  in  a  moist  iiupreaMve  manner.      At  U*  ^  n-^.    .0( 
lieHs  of  the  city  w«*rc5  rung,  and  tlio  bands  played  a  patriotic  plee<)w    llu» 
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choir  f?anjcr  aj?nin,  wh«^ii  Mr.  Shuwban  said  :  ''  I  now  hav€»  the  pleasure  of  iii- 
tr<HiudTi£C  U\  you  inir  worthy  citizen  am!  ripe  Hehohir,  Jiidtre  Wm,  Laug  who 
will  now  address  you/'    Judge  Laa^:  came  forward  and  spokf^  i\h  t'oUows : 

Mn.  PuKsipKyT.  Ladies  and  Gentlkmen  :  Oat- hum  lied  yt^ars  have 
eome  and  gone ;  a  century  has  flown  off  into  the  ocean  of  time,  with  all  its 
epm^hs  for  weal  or  woe  to  i!ie  liunian  race,  since  the  <»ld  1h*11  i\X  ludeprnileiife 
Ilall.  In  Fhiladelphia,  ludled  Ui^t'ther  a  small  hand  of  patriiits,  who  had  as- 
seniltied  to  reprei^ent  the  people  (»f  thirteen  colonies  inider  lhf>  |?ovi*mment 
r>f  Great  Britain,  t^)  eonsidt  ti>ufethei'  as  to  the  Uest  mode  for  the  r€*drei4s  of 
the  grievances  the  people  of  the  Cnhanes  were  tlien  Hufferinjx.  The  result  of 
Llnir  deIil>erations  was  that  d**rlaration  of  prinelples  just  i-etul  in  your  hear- 
ing; a  prmluetion  that  hri^ditens  with  a^^e  and  plows  with  a  lire  of  patriot- 
ism that  shiiies  forth  and  |.K3ints  out  to  the  oppn*ssf*d  of  ;dl  nations  the  path- 
way U*  justice,  independence  and  equality.  It  is  like  the  leaven  that  lea  vtntli 
the  whole  loaf.  It  has  arouseil  the  pride  and  patriotism  of  intelli|Tfejit  meii 
everywhere,  and  to-day  thrones  that  clainje<i  their  power  hy  the  jjrraire of  Go<l 
t^xist  simply  hy  the  permission  of  tlie  people.  Man  ha,s  learned  to  know  \m 
rights,  and  knowing,  will  maintiuiithem.  Englan<KGermiuvv  and  Italy  have 
removed  many  oppressi<uis  and  compelled  their  j^ovemments  t^»  rule  in  eon- 
tonnity  with  the  will  of  the  people.  S|>ain  stm^'^Ied,  hut  faile^l  for  a  season, 
while  France  enjoys  a  new  life  under  n  repuhlican  form  of  goveriiment  of 
their  own,  havin>r  noliody  to  rule  over  them  hy  the  '^  { i race  of  Goth"  Even 
lIerzeK*Jvinia.  in  her  mi^rht  cd'  ahject  despotism,  has  cati^rht  a  ray  of  Ihe  li^ht 
that  hurst  forth  on  that  day,  and  she  struggles  like  a  hero  fi>r  independence. 

Tlie  days  of  inspiration  did  not  close  with  the  end  of  II(dy  Writ,  and  I 
mean  no  8a<nilege  when  1  say  that  every  holy,  nohle,  generous  thought,  nm- 
tive  or  action,  ia  ini^pimtifm,  and  proves  the  hett4'r  part  of  man,  the  spark  of 
the  deity  that  is  within  ua.  and  I  claim  the  right  for  my.self  to  tielieve  that 
the  w^ork  of  those  great  and  good  men  on  that  tiay,  tlie  fruit  of  their  dein>er- 
ations  in  the  form  of  the  declaration  of  those  principles  of  liuman  rights, 
with  tlie  glorious  results  of  a  century  gone,  was  the  work  of  inspiration  in 
which  God*s  holy  purpose  seetus  manifest.  Xow  while  we  meet  and  liave 
just  cause  t*»  rejoice,  every  heart  should  give  thanks  to  Almighty  GckI  for 
the  hlessings  we  have  enjoyed  us  a  people  under  the  sun  of  freedom,  sind 
pledge  am^w  oxir  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  h<»nor  that  we  will,  for 
ourselves  and  our  posterit>^  preserve  and  maintain  that  same  form  of  giw- 
erument  in  its  purity  so  vouclisafed  to  us  l>y  those  mdde  lueti  of  177H, 

Time  will  not  permit  me  here  to  give  you  anything  like  even  a  synopsis  of 
the  achievements  of  these  one  hundred  years.  Permit  me  only  to  say  that 
the  thirteen  colonies  have  increased  to  thirty-eight  prnsperotis  states;  the 
three  millions  of  iidiahitiiuts  that  strnck  for  freedom  have  increased  Ui  44,- 
<hm)aKKJ,  enjoving  the  same,  spreading  from  fM'ean  to  ocean,  and  fi-um  the 
lakes  to  the  gulf ;  that  the  ship  (if  state  rhiring  t])is  period  hreasted  the 
storms  of  two  terrible  wars  with  fiueign  tiowers,  and  a  ru<>8t  lamentahle  fra- 
ternal one.  and  safely  sailed  home  int^>  the  harbor  of  tlie  eonstitution,  and 
cameoutof  the  Are  as  tliose  vouths  did  out  of  the  flery  furnjK*e.  without 
even  the  smell  (d' smoke  upon  lledr  garments. 

The  form  of  g€*veriunpnt  is  all-impoi*Umt  when  man  claims  his  natura I 
rights.    Perhapa  the  best  interpretation  that  can  be  given  to  the  word  free- 
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i^^gT^Hl  furm  r»f  ^?(ivernni*'rit  where  man  is  left  free  U)  do  aifHi^pinS 
exi»ppt  where  Iht-  rii^hU  ol'  lii^  ueijtfhbor  ami  public  safety  need  rtistrainl.' 
iBUickstoni^J  Now  it'  thjit  he  free<lu!ii,  Uio  rorai  of  j^rt»vemmeiil  must  Irp 
Kliaped  to  n)eet  all  its  »J(^maints.  Xothinu  hut  a  repiihlie  with  <lemomttr 
iiiHtitutions  can  seizure  that  tlegret*  of  lihnrty.  Aiul  1  th^sire  liere  to  In?  - 

ly  uiulerKtucKl  tliat  \  shall  use  the  wtirrls  **  l>emorniry  *'  aiul  *'  Rt-ptil.!. 

18131  "  in  no  party  sense,  for  both  terms  are  synonynious.  mean  and  express  the 
same  thin*?,    •' Demos ^' i people i  and  ^*Kratos''  tgoveniment^j  put  •  ^'.^..tk^^n 
make '' Demtteraey/' which  is  the  people's  government,  or  a  *"*!< 
ami  *'  llepuhlinmiHm"  in  its  iie>st  sense  is  nothing  ro*>re  than  an  an  mi  KHMiit 
to  a  repuhlir4in  form  of  govennnent.     If   Alexaniler  Pope  had  live<i  in  thtf 
prenent  agH  nud  ohKervml  the  iipread  of  the  prineipl*-^,  expressed  i 
Declaration  of  Independence— man  everywhere  ehuming  hl.s  rigrht^*— h: 
I'ieed  the  progress  of  events ;  the  demands  of  hnmanity  ami  human  rignito 
throwing  their  storm -waves  against  thrones  tliat  are  simply  pennilted  to 
exist  while  they  reel  and  totter  before  they  faU— he  would  mittiow  say  agstin  : 

''  For  forms  of  government  let  fools  coiitest» 
Whatever^  hest  a<l ministered  is  l>est,'' 

It  iii  not  trne.  A  bad  form  of  government  eanijot  l»e  well  administered. 
You  ran  enjoy  no  right  as  a  free  man  under  a  desp*dism.  Talk  about  fi-ee 
speeidl,  fre«  press,  freedom  to  worship)  tii»d  in  JU'eordjiiiee  with  the  dirtiiles 
of  yonr  own  eonseien<T,  where  the  crude  will  of  a  Czar  is  the  supi-etue  law 
of  the  land.  Tlie  form  of  government  is  all-important  for  the  preservation 
of  human  rights  in  their  purity,  What  a  spectacle  to  the  patriot,  the  organ- 
isation and  form  of  the  government  of  these  states  !  Thirty-eight  frt»e  ajid 
independent  states,  each  wilb  its  own  Eepu)dic;in  form  of  government, 
maldiig  up  in  its  mnni<4pal  oigarjizationafree  and  independent  government 
of  its  own,  surrendering  for  unity  only  such  of  its  natural  rights  as  are  at  ~ 
sidntely  indispensable  for  the  purposes  of  the  general  goveoiment,  am 
reserving  all  otlier  rights  '"  to  the  stale  and  the  pe^jple/'  Thi.s  principli 
ke}it  intivrt  und  cherished  ami  h»ve<l  as  the  fathers  diil.  will  fonnf^r  nii,ti 
and  defend  the  eonstitutiou  in  its  yuirity,  make  snceession  and  rr 
lion  hoth  alike  imimssihilities.  Such  a  fonn  of  government  reqniu  ^  *,t,  ,i^T 
perpetuation  and  t>eipetnity  a  i*eople  who  are  both  uitelligent  and  vfriuoiis 
intelligently  moral.  People  w^el I  educated  in  letters  and  |]guresj>ut  virlona 
are  Jio  more  capable  to  preserve  and  maintain  a  Hepnblic  than  a  peopti 
merely  moral  but  ahje<*tly  iguorant-  lutplligence,  emheMished  hy  all  th«^* 
virtues  cd' religion  and  mornlity,  alone  i|nalUles  man  for  tlie  rich  lx>on  of 
freedom,  i\nd  if  this  liptmhlic  shall  ever  sutTer  Uie  fate  of  liepnhbes  that 
have  Jtourish<'d  in  time  past  and  are  nn  more,  it  will  he  because  the  i:»eoph? 
shall,  hy  corniption.  luxury  and  vice,  make  themselves  unfit  for  the  enjoy* 
ment  of  it. 

As  a  man  wears  clotbes  that  lit  him,  so  does  a  nation  wear  juj»t  siieh  a 
form  fd'  government  as  it  is  capalde  of  maintaining*    Now .  if  we  rlnim 
have,  and  glory  in  the  possession  of,  the  best  form  of  government  ever  cob 
ceived  by  man,  a  gov<uimient  just  grtjwn  out  of  its  childhocHJ  to  manh«x>cl? 
tl^iumphantly  preserving  its  iutegiity  through  a  t li«uisa ml  trying  onleaJs  in 
its  hist**ry,  how  necessary  and  indisitensable,  that  we,  to  preser\'e  it,  nhiHili 
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also  be  inapireil  witli  a  just  appreciation  of  the  responsibility  rf^sting  upon 

us. 

Judge  Marshall,  in  tlie  Virginia  convention  of  1788,  said :  "  What  are  the 
favont**  maxims  of  DenmerHey?  A  strict  observauc^  of  justice  and  public 
faitb»  nutl  \\  st*fai]y  aiUipreuce  to  virtut^  These,  sir,  are  i\w  priucipk'n  uf 
goori  ^ov»^rnmeut/'  (Klliol's  DeljuteH,  vol.  iir.^  p.  77 ,L  This  ftirui  of  gnvern- 
meut  is  i»e3t  benuis«  its  Htainlard  of  mnral  reijuisitiou  is  th**  1u$(1h*sL  It 
rlaims  for  mau  a  nnivorsulily  (»f  int^-rest.  liberty  ami  justice.  It  is  Chris- 
tianity Willi  its  miiunlain  beacons  liutl  j^uides.  It  is  the  sUuidard  nf  Deity 
based  in  tlie  etenial  jiriuciples  of  trutli,  piissing  tiirough  and  rlsiiijj  al)ove 
the  clondw  of  ignorance  into  tlie  regi»:>n  of  inijnite  wisdom.  The  great  ob- 
jects of  knowk^d)t;e  and  moral  culture  of  the  people  are  among  Ms  most 
proraiueiit  provisions,  Pnu'tical  religioji  and  relj|>ji(»us  freedoin  arc  the  sun- 
shine n(  its  growth  and  glory.  To  say  that  an  ignorant  and  immonil  people 
are  ciipabli^  of  self-governmcut,  is  to  say  that  government  may  be  mlniiuis- 
tered  witliout  knowledge  and  without  justice.  1  iuu  speaking  of  the  inhalji- 
tants  of  the  ITnitpd  Stiites  as  a  people,  not  as  a  nation. 

Whether  we  pos.scss  the  attributes  of  a  nation,  or  whether  our  general 
govi^rumeni  be  a  national  gin  cnuneut,  I  have  neither  the  time  nor  incHua- 
tioo  to  discuss.  Kuougli  t\u'  me  to  know  and  believe  that  tlie  ends  of  knowb 
edge,  free<lotn  and  !jappiuess  cati  be  pninioteti  liy  a  proper  appreciation  anil 
presentation  of  the  form  of  gOYernment  we  have,  and  to  whicli  w^e,  eith  er  by 
virtue  of  birth  or  adoption,  all  owe  iiltegiance;  and  wlio  for  himself  will  not 
aay  : 

'*  In  youtli  it  sheltered  me, 
And  ril  protect  it  now." 

Having  i>ecn  btmi  antl  raised  under  a  l)ad  form  of  government,  and  hav- 
ing mjwle  the  government  of  these  free  slates  mine  by  free  choice,  I  can  hut 
feel  the  thrill  that  this  occasion  sends  through  my  hein;;  while  I  i^ay  jiot  l»e 
able  to  express  the  enu)tions  that  prompt  a  i-enewal  of  the  vow  of  allegi^int^e 
given  in  my  early  mauhoiid.  And  I  will  not  try.  From  every  orty,  town 
and  hamlet  of  imr  land,  shouts  an*l  rejoicings  ren<l  tlje  air  at  the  close  of  a 
century  since  the  "  Declaratitvn  of  Ameri<"HU  Independence"  tirst  saw  the 
light  of  day.  The  young  shout  and  cheer  with  sounds  of  glee  and  liilanty 
the  middle-aged  man  feels  a  just  pride  in  the  discharge  of  ever  duty  pertain- 
ing to  a  citi/.efv,  and  due  and  cming  to  the  stilt*?.  The  ageti  pioneer  joina 
the  throng  with  a  heart  full  of  gratitude  and  praise  to  the  iiiver  of  all  gcwd, 
for  tlie  preservatiiin  i»f  a  government  he  perhaps  hebied  Ui  protect  with  his 
treasureand  his  hkuxL  These  emotions  are  proper  and  patricitic  and  holy. 
None  liut  a  shive  could  to-day  feel  iudi  tie  rent,  and  there  are  none  to  he 
fomid  within  our  horders.  thank  tiod. 

The  begiiuiing  tif  our  j^overnment  does  not  ilate  from  the  4th  of  July, 
177H,  but  from  the  adoption  liy  the  states  of  the  constitution  in  17HS.  80  as  a 
governmenl  we  are  not  h)t)  years  cdd,  but  a^  a  peo]>le.  For  the  declaration  Of 
independeTU'e  at  once  and  ftuever  separated  tlie  allcj^iaiice  of  the  colonies 
and  opened  fully  the  war  of  the  revobdiou.  The  end  of  seven  long  and 
blootly  years  of  war  made  Englarul  acknowledge,  while  our  people  rejoice  jji, 
our  independence*  Mow  fortunate  for  humjui  rights  and  freedom  that  at 
that  eprndi,  when  we  were  weak  and  exhausted,  when  it  would  have  been 


684 


R  rSTORY  OF   SENECA   COUNTY. 


eusy  for  some  military  chieftain  Uy  have  ^.4spt»d  tbt'  reins  of  power  and  to 
liavp  PstahlLsbeci  Iic-tp  u  mrmarcln*— tliat  with  WaR!jiii|rt<>n  and  bis  ( 
not  a  mail  wiis  to  lie  found  who  wouM  thi  nnt\  «iHre,    Man,  prone  r 

power  as  Ii**  his,  did  you  evor  tlunk  of  it,  my  fnt^iidsjiow  little  it  would  h.*v«* 
rt*q»iirt»d  to  liuve  lost  all  that  was  won  by  the  !doo*l  of  the  revolution  Y  Lhw^s 
it  Jiot  seem  thai  the  haml  of  Pravidenc*e  wan  in  all  this?  Tlie  fipiril  that 
o|>ent*d  Die  war  seemeil  to  done  it,  and  eommenre  the  Rf^pnhlic.  The  spirit 
that  app^alp<l  to  GcmI  for  Uie  rerlituile  of  their  eonduet,  moved  the  men  In 
power,  when  Uie  war  was  over,  to  return  theirswoiflH  and  hiy  them  upon  t)ie 
altar  of  their  CI  nni  try. 

Hist+iry  never  produced  aueh  a  speetaele  sinee  the  world  l>e^an- 

And  how^  they  shouted  and  san^  of  the  lil>erty  they  Inul  thtis  acltieveil : 

"'  In  H  ehariid  of  light  from  the  regions  of  day, 

The  (rodde.ss  td"  Liheity  came  ; 
Ter»  tlmusand  celestials  directed  the  way, 

And  hither  conducted  the  dame. 
A  fair  huddinijr  hratir'Ii  Invm  tlie  giirdena  almve. 

Where  miltions  and  mi  11  ions  apree. 
She  hrt»u;^dit  In  her  hand  as  a  ]»ledj^e  of  her  love, 

A  pliint  Hhe  named  Liberty  Tree. 

This  fjlorions  exotic  ntrnck  deep  in  the  gi^)und. 

Like  a  native,  it  l1nuris!ied  and  bore; 
The  fame  of  its  frnit  drew  the  natiom;  iiround 

To  seek  t»ut  its  peaceable  shore. 
RejfanllKss  of  name  or  «listin«*ti(*fi,  they  caoie— 

For  freemen,  like  hrotbers,  ajfree — 
With  one  spirit  endued  I  hey  one  friendship  pnrsued. 

And  their  tompfe  wns  l.tl^MtA  Tn-^'/' 

They  sang  of  Cohimbia  thus : 

*•  Cohimbia,  Columbia,  to  gh>ry  arise. 

The  qneen  of  the  w^orld  and  the  child  of  the  skit«. 
Thy  genius  commands  tliee,  with  niptnn*»  behtdd. 

While  ages  on  a;^es  thy  spleiidtu'  unfold  ; 
Thv  reign  is  the  lust  and  the  noblest  of  time, 

Mi^st  fruitful  thy  soil,  mt^st  invifiui^  Diy  clime. 
1j*1  crimes  id  the  cast  ne'er  cnmsini  thy  name, 

JJe  frt*edom.  imd  science  and  virtne  thy  fame." 

The  French  revrthilion  produced  a  desiMH— the  American  revolmum,  lihi: 
ty  and  free  states.    Liberty  fails  when  soveitngns  become  tyrants, 
A meiican  citizen  is  the  soverciim   of  the   land   anrl   makes  and  en fnn-e-i  1 
own  hnvs.    So  lon^r  as  wtsihan  and  humanit>^  shall  be  bis  >ruide  and  roiins 
he  cannot  fail  <»f  surcess. 

It  time  w»Mild  t"*rmit,  I  should  be  jrla<l  to  inc1ulj?e  in  afewpaBsingremarl 
on  many  of  tlie  events  that  have  characterized  our  liistor>'  as  a  pe<»ple  tut 
erto,  but  I  must  abstiiin  while  I  will  invite  your  attention  to  thingrs  and  sur 
round ingB  at  home*,    l^t  me  speak  to  yon  a  little  while  on  the  rise  fuid  pr?>- 
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greas  of  our  own  iinmerliati^  neigbborbood— of  Senecii  county,  her  liisttirj* 
her  resoiirL-eji,  and  Ijer  petiplt'. 

Aw  tht' trhniipbs  uf  111  Italy  roiistitnle  the  way-marks  of  tljv  world,  the> 
have  ^uideil  aiul  dhectiHl  Iht^  pionrera  in  opeuiug  uiul  dev*?lopiDg  the  rt*- 
^ourt'es  ol:  this  vast  eountiT  to  lubtrrv  t^  fonimeiut',  to  knowledge  antl  lu 
greatiie«8.  The  pioneers  of  Senet-a  eonnty  found  here  a  vast  unbroken  wil- 
derness, run  over  by  savagf^s  aiifl  wild  animal*  bunting  their  prey.  Tlie 
silenee  of  the  forest  broken  only  by  the  eraek  of  the  Indiatfs  ritle,  and  the 
nigl its  made  hideous  by  the  liowlings  of  the  wolf  and  the  v»anther.  The 
woodnuin's  axe  l>n»ughl  the  tirst  sound  «if  the  approach  ol  fi\iIizution.  West 
of  the  Sandusky  river  was  iui  aJnio»t  uubrokeu  swale,  but  tbt*  eastern  and 
some  portions  of  the  southern  parts  of  the  county  offered  localities  better 
adapted  for  settlements  and  homes,  aiid  these  were  selected  as  the  first  home- 
steads in  this  county.    The  western  jmrtion  was  taken  up  niueh  later. 

Seneca  was  formed  from  old  Indian  territory,  Aprillst.  I  s^t),  orgamzed 
April  Istn  l>*li4-  and  narneii  after  a  tribe  of  Indians  who  had  a  reservation  a 
short  distaiire  north  of  Titlui.  near  tlie  river,  and  north  of  the  farm  owned 
by  the  hite  John  Keller,  The  eo'uuty  was  formerly  a  part  of  Sandusky 
county.  It  extends  eighteen  miles  north  and  south,  and  thirty  miles  easl 
and  west,  with  the  base  tine  on  the  41st  parallel. 

There  were  two  general  siu^veys  made  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
in  northern  Ohio,  The  first  one  established  the  base  line,  counties  nnd 
townships  of  the  *'  Western  Reserve,"  so  called,  the  tire-lands,  etc.  It 
started  on  the  west  line  of  IVnnsylvania,  rumung  west,  and  ended  at  the 
sotith west  cinner  of  Huron  county.  The  second  survey  sUirted  at  the  east 
line  of  Indiana,  and  ended  at  the  southeast  eorner  of  Seneca,  mjiking  the 
south  line  of  Sene<»a  the  base  line.  This  smvey  madetownsliips  and  ranges. 
The  townships  in  Seneea  number  one,  two  and  three,  and  the  ranges  run 
from  i:t  east  to  17  and  IH  east  inclusive,  making  each  township  contain  thirty- 
six  sgtiare  miles,  being  six  miles  s<|uare;  each  section— thirty-six  in  num- 
ber—one  mile  square  and  containing  six  hiuidred  and  forty  acres.  Fort 
Seticca  was  also  named  aft^r  the  Indians,  and  was  situated  t>n  the  left  baidv 
of  the  Sandusky  river,  near  the  viJIage  of  Fort  Seneca,  six  miles  north  of 
Tillin,  and  about  eleven  miles  south  of  Ft.  Steidu'ns^ju,  afterwards  Lower 
Sandusky,  now  Fremont,  where  the  Kepubliean  party  of  the  Uidled  Slates*, 
in  their  *leUberatious  at  CiHcinnati,  have  lately,  for  the  choice  of  a  pro^jer 
person  for  the  presidency,  found  our  distinguished  neigldwr,  tiov,  Hayes. 
General  I larrt-soifs  troiips  occupii»d  Ft,  Seneca  at  the  time  the  Ilritish  and 
the  Indians  made  an  atUick  on  Ft,  Stephen.son.  on  the  i:d  day  of  .lugnst, 
IHIM.  (ieneral  llarrist)n.  while  at  Ft,  Seneca,  narrowly  escapexi  being  mur- 
dered by  an  Indian. 

The  circumstances  are  highly  interesting,  but  I  have  no  time  t-o  relate 
tbcni.    Let  me  refer  you  to  the  memoirs  of  f  ,eneral  Ilarrisou  for  pjirtlculars. 

The  Senecas,  of  Ijie  Sandusky,  so  called,  ownerl  and  occupied  t<»,lHMi  atres 
<►[  {'hoice  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  Sandusky  river,  being  mostly  in  this 
and  part  of  Sandusky  county.  Thirty  thousand  acres i>f  this  was  gi'anled  to 
L  them  on  the  liJHli  of  Sept^-mb+'r,  hsl7.  at  the  treaty  held  at  the  foot  of  the 
^k  Maumee  rapids,  Hon.  Lewis  Oass  and  Hon.  Duncan  MuArthur  being  the 
^M     [[nit*5d  States  commtssioners.    The  other  lO.titK)  acres,  lying  south  of  the 
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otlier.  wai*  icmntiHl  by  tbt'  same  coram issfortprs  at  tlie  tTRiit)^  of  St.  Maiy,  on 
UiolTtJi  of  SppU»mli€r,  tbc  following  year.  On  tlie  ilMh  nf  Fi^bniary,  IHSl, 
these*  huliaiis  ceiled  ttieir  lands  to  tlie  general  governniPTit  and  ajjT»>etl  to  re- 
move sonlbwesl  of  Mis.souri.  on  the  Nr'o.sbo  river. 

At  that  time  tindr  prineipal  chi«*f8  wei^e  Coonfttick.  Small -<UoihI,  SpSeer 
(whom  oni  esteemed  friend.  Dr.  TL  Kuliti,  t)f  lliiHcity.  well  knew,  as  H*t*ll;u« 
some  of  tlie  others*).  Senera  SteeL  Hard  Iliekorv.  Tall  I'liief  and  (-•».»ocl 
Hun  ten 

Henend  Henry  C.  Brlsb.  now  d«*eeaseil.  was  the  Hub-agent  of  this  band, 
wliieh  nninbered  about  \<H)  souls  at  that  time,  and  were  considered  to  l*e  a 
rt?mnant  of  liie  Ijogans,  I  remember  well  in  several  conversations  I  Imd 
with  the  Genend  alxiiit  those  Indians,  in  each  of  whicli  the  (ienenU  ^xpre-s^*?*! 
his  surprise  why  they  weR»e,dled  Nt  n<^cvi.*{.  as  be  said  tie  never  foumi  a  Seiimi 
anitmu^t  theni.  He  sjiid  they  wer«^  Cayiigus— who  were  Mingro^^w  :  that  they 
had  anil )ug:st  them  some  Onei<his,  Mohawks,  Onondagits.  Tus4'iinivv;»«  iitid 
VVyandots.  They  believed  in  wit<:*lieraft,  aucl  while  here  ejtet;ul**d  one  of 
their  best  nien  for  tliat  i*rime.  Time  will  not  permit  me  togiv«  Uie  iiarrHtive 
of  the  exeention, 

If  you  had  l»een  present  at  a  meeting  <»f  the  *' Seneca  Tonnty  Pioneer  As- 
sociation," ahiiut  two  yr^ars  tv^iK  and  list+^ned  to  the  address  of  our  e^t»M*tned 
fdenil,  Isaac  L  Dimiond,  near  Ft.  S*  nei*a,  you  would  have  heanl  an  inter- 
estinj;^  narrative  of  the  annual  doir  dance  and  feast  of  these  Indians. 

While  speaking  id>ont  the  Hidian«,  let  me  say  t^i  you  that  a  question  of 
title  to  a  pt)rtiou  of  these  land^t  is  still  pending  and  midisposed  of,  I  cnen- 
tion  this  fact  oidy  as  a  matter  of  history. 

It  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  remnant  of  that  tribe  sees  this  day.  Tli« 
greater  proluiluHty  is.  that  they  have  all  falh^i  tn  the  law  that  seem.s  tt>  rule 
the  general  destiny  fif  the  race.  All  we  have  of  tbem  Is  their  name,  tln-ir 
lands  and  their  short  history.  The  tww  purdtattt^  so  called,  include*!  ttie 
binds  of  the  8eneca  Indians,  In  ls:if>  and  isiJI  the  other  lands  of  the  '^  nvy 
purchase"  were  laid  off  into  townships  and  sectitms,  but  the  Senecfi  liefer 
vation  was  not  surveyed  mitil  ls;{i:,  Speaking  of  the  new  pnrclnu*e,  I  dcAir 
to  record  an  iuriilent  in  connertion  with  it,  tm>  important  to  Im*  lost.  Ml 
venerable  frieutl.  Isimc  I.  Humond,  of  Pleasant  township, built  a  house  ut 
the  left  bank  of  the  Sandusky  river,  northeast  of  Ft.  Seneca*  in  \f<A\  (aealiitt'^ 
rather,)  which  is  still  lit  for  human  habit^itioy  and  CM^cupied  liy  a  f«jiiily, 
while  Mr.  Dumoud  lives  close  by  in  more  comfortiUile  ipiarters. 

A  few  tracts  of  these  lands  were  sold  whiMi  tlie  land  odice  itrtii  tiiHtiierl  lO, 
Delaware,  at  the  government  pricc%  i^Kl^■'»  per  aci-e.  The  greater  |iartjoti  iifj 
our  county  was  entered  at  thn  same  pri<'e.  after  the  sale  and  alNiut  the  time 
the  land  otlice  was  ri^rnove<l  to  Itucyrus,  and  later  still  to  Tiflhi*  wbr^n  Mr. 
David  E.  Owcr^  held  the  oflice  of  rei-eiver  at  this  iilace.  The  govemmeui  n** 
ceived  n<dhing  but  specie  for  the  land.  The  receiver  wiis  provided  with 
strong  iron  chest,  in  which  the  books  and  money  were  to  l>e  kept.  Tin 
chest  was  about  twenty  Jtirhes  wide  and  Iwentv  deep,  and  about  tw»f  fe« 
long.  I  remember  on  several  4>ccasions  when  Mr.  Owen  wjts  about  Ut  maki 
his  quarterly  reiKui  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  tliat  quite  a  numlj«*r  of  m**u  wtrn*  re- 
quisite to  move  the  chest  from  the  btiuse  into  the  wagon.  The  lalit  Uaiite.l 
Dildine  wa8  the  teamster  generally,  who  hauled  the  coin  to  Columbuii     Mr« 
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()w*^ri  h*id  his  office  in  tlie  fi*ame  bulldinf^  belonjB:iiig  to  Esq.  Keeu,  on  the 
mnlh  side  (if  Eiist  Mstrket  Htre«*t,  neiir  tht?  stone  bndjyti.  It  jyrvnprally  took 
IroiiA  tUree  tro  tour  Hays,  with  a  trotul  twiui  of  htirsos.  t**  haul  l\w  lilMe  hoii 
uumster  to  r«>hmihns.  Without  any  gUtinl  or  othtT  protection  tht*  tw*i  n^it^ii 
stiirteil.  and  wintiing  their  way  aloia^  tliroiigli  tho  forest,  found  TpiK^r  San- 
dusky, Little  Samliisky.  Mamtn,  Waldo  an*l  r)elaware,thtnrstoppjnji:i)hu'es. 
I  rpmomtitr  hearmiyr  fatlier  Uw«^u  ri»lati*  his  tn>td)It5»  with  the  cheist  at  one 
tinit^  at  Waldo,  I  think.  Niijht  i>verti)ok  th^ni  when  they  got  there,  and  tho 
cabin  Uiit«4  was  full  of  pe<»ple.  As  a  general  thing,  they  would  back  the 
Wiigon  up  to  I  lie  door  and  Uike  the  ehest  into  tlie  house.  But  Air,  Owen  did 
not  like  tlie  looks  of  the  men  about  the  premises,  so  he  eoncluded  to  leave 
the  ehest^  with  its  eoiiit-uts  of  alwnit  ^^'iOjUKl,  in  the  wagon  and  cover  it  with 
straw.  They  did  so  and  went  to  l»ed.  It  rained  all  ni^lit,  and  when  they 
got  up  in  the  morning  tliey  fnumi  everything  all  right. 

It  was  fortunate  for  Seiura  eounty  that  In'r  lands  did  not  fall  int«»  the 
hands  of  speculators.  Tlie  men  who  entered  and  loeateil,  ilid  stt  for  the  juir- 
pose  of  acquiring  homes,  and  the  pund vases  were  made  in  couforrnit>  with 
the  pile  of  gold  and  silver.  These  piles  were  usinilly  very  limited,  and 
although  but  lifty  dollars  wouhl  iniy  ^orty  acres,  many  of  the  new-comers 
did  n't  have  the  (ifly  dollars.  All  the  most  vahuible  lands  were  soon  taken 
up,  however,  and  when  the  war  with  Mexico  was  over  and  our  soldiers  had 
hmd  warrants  to  locate,  several  tracts  were  still  found  in  Lilierty  township 
and  liikcu  ui»  by  these  warrants,  Thiise  w*ere  the  last  i>f  the  entries  and  the 
time  for  cheap  lands  in  Seneca  comity  ha^  long  since  passed  away,  never  to 
return. 

The  early  settlers  here  came  from  Marylaml,  Virginia,  New  York.  Penn- 
sylvania, New  Jersey,  et<'.,  (iermariy  and  Ireland,  and  mafle  u|»  Jis  com- 
pletely  a  mixed  ]jopulatir>n  as  you  see  them,  or  their  desceruhints,  b)tliisday. 
Differing  in  language,  habits  and  customs,  and  almost  every  Lhing  pertaining 
to  eiviliz«*d  life,  a  more  generous,  kind,  hosijitalde,  frugal,  indnstnous  peo- 
ple never  lived  any  where.  Whether  mutual  poverty  and  dependence  mad«? 
them  so  '*  wondrous  kinil  "  I  will  not  stoj)  to  decide,  but  it  is  enough  t^i  say 
that  the  lat^di-string  was  always  out.  The  inmates  of  the  cabin  were  ready 
to  divide  Ihe  best  they  hail  witli  the  hungry  stranger.  No  night  was  too 
liark  or  stormy,  no  swale  too  wide  or  deep,  when  distress  or  sickness  called 
fi>r  helj).  When  a  man  want**<l  a  cabin  raiseil  or  needed  help,  a  sim|>le 
notice  was  suilicient  to  make  the  neigldxirs  all  around  leave  their  own  work 
aiifl  go.  (tfUm  as  far  as  foiir  or  five  miles.  And  go  they  would  and  ilid  with- 
out asking  ah^Mjt  the  man's  religion  or  piditi<*s,  nor  upon  what  part  of  (fod's 
green  earth  he  was  horn,  work  all  day  faithfully  without  price  or  reward 
idher  than  that  sucli  kindness,  if  needed,  should  be  returned.  I  sometimes 
wished  that  the  primitive  life  in  Seneca  had  continued  all  ahuig.  Now  in 
these  days  when  you  need  material  help  to  secure  a  home,  who  will  vobrnt-eer 
and  stand  l>y  yon  until  you  have  one?  Now  iisk  a  man  U}  help  you  work 
one  ilay  and  when  evening  comes  he  wants  his  pay.  Those  days  are  gone, 
and  the  men  and  women  that  brought  here  aufl  estnhlishe^l  tlie  tirst  land* 
marks  of  i'ivili/a1  ion.  arc  fast  passing  away  with  many  tjf  their  primitive 
virtues  tlint  charact**rized  their  lives  in  those  days.  That  generous  and 
<ipen-heiirt*3d  hospitality  of  the  pioneern  lias  given  w^ay  to  the  stniggltj  after 
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the  mighty  dollar,    Even  the  tales  of  the  trinls,  difliculties  and  hanlslij| 
tht^  il(^|Hivjitioii3  luni  i>ritTenij>fs  of  the  early  settlera,  when  toltl  and  re|ieaiX^ 
Ui  the  presiMit  ^*'ji»*rati(>ii,  are  nn»five<l  with  tliiuhl«uTincJilTereiiefc?.     Yel 
I  venture  lo  call  Iti  mind  the  life  in  the  euhin  w  ilh  K<>ine  uf  its  inciitetits  i 
siiw*  it.    There  were  VmU  few  of  my  (Terniiin  etnintrytnen  in  SeiK^a  wh^'n 
the  siuninier  of  IH^va,  I  came  to  t\i\»  place  with  my  father's  fiimily.     i 
niiinlKU*  by  far  C4ime  uml  locatM  aft4-rwar<L  4Uul  asyuu  (liiss  thi^ 
county  now,  anil  ohsei-ve  a  vast  "  Dutch  liaiii/'  with  many  well  euU 
liehlH  Til  1 1  nil  ahont»  and  a  stately  mariHion  with  orchard,  jjartiena  and  i 
thing  tlenutinji?  and  speaking  of  tin?  eomfort«  of  life,  you  a^k  wlio  Ibi 
then.'  ?  iiui]  i>erhap.s  ytui  will  he  told,   that  that  gray-headed  vruerablr  hx 
in);  old  man  sitting  on  yunder  pnreh,  "smoking  Ids  pipe  of  clay/' eiitf 
forty  aereii  of  hmd   w)»en  he  tirst  came  fronj  Germany,  for  win  eh  he  i« 
lifty  dollars,  all  the  money  he  had,  and  perha[»s  a  part  of  that  was  lM»ri>>vr^ 
from  a  friend.     Right  Iniek  of  where  his  hriek  house  now  is  he  binlt  fur  hil 
self  a  small  eahin  and  Jiiade  a  little  opening  round  ahont  it  for  a  ^inlen,| 
little  truck  path  for  eoruiJud  potatoes,     tie  was  young  then,  and  Ins  yon 
wife  assisted  him  in  his  hard   work,  aU  she  could,  to  Ox  up  th**ir  home 
the  forest  as  best  they  couhl  under  the  circumstancps.    Now  tlu*ir  moE 
was  all  gone*    More  wiis  neede*!  to  i;et  «  cow,  some  hogs,  tools,  a  wiigoi] . 
oxen.  etc,,  and  withcuit  which  no  further  projjress  uiK)n  the  foret>t  eorild 
made.    The  chances  to  earn  money  in  the  neighborho«»d  were  vf»r>  In 
Nohody  luid  any  to  pay  with  iisa  general  thing,  and  the  few  that  hn*t  c*iul 
hire  a  hd)orer  vei7  cheup.     At  $.3  anil  S»'»  a  montli  it  l<M»k  a  long  tim**  Ui  li( 
Uiose  necessaries,  and  to  live  and  not  die  of  despondency  imilersiicb  <!ir<Mi| 
stances  took  more  moral  ecuinige  thar»  we,  in  these  <legeneratedays,  |m> 
Tlie  endurance  and  self-denial  of  the  men  and  w<imen  of  those  days  la 
yond  the  pi^wer  of  a  pen  ti*  describe.     Imagine,  now\  thatcablii,  luUes 
from  any  neighbor,  with  <Uily  a  very  crooked  road,  marked  by  Idaa^etll 
lemling  to  it;  dark  forests  all  aromid  and  a  small  ojiening  mad^  by  the  Itl 
clearing  to  see  God's  blue  sky. 

The  nearest  publie  work  where  money  could  lit^  ejimed  was  the  IhiyUic 
Michigan  canal,  ItiO  miles  away.  Here  necessity  compelle^l  him  to  teuvi^  I 
wife  and  iittJe  ones  and  work  on  the  camd  all  summer,  retundnjr  borne  * 
the  fall,  when  public  work  was  st<ipt*ed,aud  thus  economising  with  bis  t*eit 
ings.  improved  the  conditiiui  of  his  family,  from  time  to  timif,  mitil 
clearing  had  eiditrgetl  enough  to  produce  the  support  of  life,  iuni  |»©rl 
souiething  for  nnirket* 

l>id  y(ni  ever  think,  my  friends,  how  those  pioneer  womcTj  uuisl 
to  be  thus  left  alone  in  the  wild  forest,  for  weeks  and  months,  aii 
and  fall,  with  their  Ittth*  ones,  and  uolwidy  In  see  to  and  protect  them  r  V  ( 
ladies,  who  live  in  tlie  lap  of  bixnry  and  rejiuement.  enjoying  the  prodiic: 
of  nature  and  ait,  did  you  ever  think  liow^  thone  noble  idoneer  motbt«r»  liv^ 
through  thi>se  weary  years  of  hardsliip  ?  The  iUily  way  that  can  be  af'4*<Hit 
ihI  for  is,  the)  put  their  trust  in  GtMb  Hut  to  return.  After  isevi*nil  «ui 
mei-s*  work  on  the  canal,  and  having  a  team  of  oxen,  the  little  tdi^aring  I 
came  larger.  ai»d  the  cond'ort^s  of  life  giadually  in(!n*ii3tMl.  Other  fkmilfi 
8€?tUing  ch>ser  l»y,  all  biuids  joined  t*>  open  ruit  a  roa*!  to  some  mil  I  or  markti 
The  oiliest  of  the  children  grew  up  large  enough  to  be  of  some  help  nl  \ 
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house,  or  to  chop.  They  all  worked,  younj?  and  old,  and  the  little  entry  of 
forty  acres  increased  in  size  to  a  quarter  section,  all  paid  for.  with  all  these 
fine  (mpmvements  you  see  all  around.  No  one  a.sked  n  favor  of  him  in  vain. 
Ever  ready  and  willin^^  to  help  where  lie  could,  he  has  the  love  and  respect 
of  the  entire  neighborhood,  while  he  enjoys,  in  bis  declining  years,  the  fruit 
i»f  a  well  spent  life. 

This  little  picture  hits  but  few  now.  The  larger  number  have  long  since 
gone  U)  their  long  home.  Dnu't  despise  the  little  cabin  that  you  may  yet  see 
remaining  as  you  glide  alonfe  your  nice  roads  in  your  easy  pheaton.  It  was 
imvi^  the  home  of  love  ami  happiness.  Little  feet  danced  cheerily  over  that 
piuicbeun  floor,  siud  the  great  log  fire  in  thiit  chimney  cheered  the  iniBfitea 
on  many  a  long  whiter  evening,  and  witnessed  the  baking  of  com  bread  on 
the  back  of  an  old  shovel  many  yeai*s.  Tlie  hominy  block  was  as  indispens- 
able as  the  ri  He.  Their  meat  wiivS  game,  and  their  bread  of  corn  meal  was 
made  upon  a  plan  as  rural  as  the  corn  was  reduced  to  meal.  How  do  you 
suppose,  now,  that  having  neither  a  horse  nor  an  ox  to  take  a  little  corn 
away  off  to  some  mill  Uj  gut  it  ground,  the  family  got  meal  to  make  bread 
with  't  Take  an  old  shovel  or  a  piece  of  sheet  irf)n,  punch  it  full  of  holes ; 
then  take  an  ear  of  dry  corn  and  roll  it  over  it,  like  over  a  grater,  and  meal 
is  produced  slowly  but  surely,  and  then— corn-dodgers,  Johnny  cake,  hoe 
cake  or  pone.  Hunger  may  be  a  good  cook,  but  your  fine  pastry  never 
tasted  nicer  than  the  corn  bread  mtule  by  tJie  i>i«uieer  mothers. 

Ladies,  how  would  you  now  like  to  get  up  a  il inner  for  a  large  family  with- 
out a  cooking  stove,  or  any  other  of  the  modem  conveniences  in  housekeep- 
ing, over  a  big  log  tire,  with  nothing  but  a  long-handled  ski  Hit,  Dutch  oven, 
and  iron  kettle?  It  would  puzzle  you  some,  I  think.  Yet  it  was  a  long 
time  after  the  first  st^ttlers  came  here  before  anyl>ody  saw^  a  ctK>king 
stove. 

Settlers  from  the  eastern  states,  who  ha<la  little  mouthy  and  tiilked  Kngjish, 
fared  lietter;  stayed  at  home  and  worked  their  way  through.  Those  that  I 
have  describefl  were  my  comitrymen,  and  the  Irish  settlers,  who  took  up  the 
laud  w^est  of  the  Sandusky  river,  and  setllnl  in  the  Wolf  creek, 

I  wuuld  be  pleased  b>  give  you  some  of  the  incidents  of  early  life  in  our 
good  old  comity  and  short  sketclies  of  tlie  lives  of  the  men  and  women  whi^ 
first  located  in  each  tcpwnship,  but  must  abstain. 

I  would  like  b»  mention  the  names  uf  llie  lirst  settlers  of  each  township. 
1  have  collected  many  of  them,  but  for  fear  thjit  I  might  miss  some  oi  them 
I  will  not  name  any.  Amongst  them  was  one  soldier  of  the  revolution  and 
many  that  were  in  the  war  of  IBlii. 

So  rapid  was  the  increa.se  of  population  that  from  the  time  those  lands 
were  first  brought  into  market  and  up  to  1S30,  Seneca  contained  6,1-57  souls, 
including  Tifiin,  about  one-luilf  of  the  present  population  of  this  city.  The 
inthix  of  emigralion  in  the  next  ten  yeans  was  so  great  that  in  IK-h)  we  had  a 
population  of  18,1HH.  It  stiems  like  a  dream  of  fancy  that  in  the  short  life  of 
<me  man  a  coujity  like  ours  should  be  turned  from  a  howiing  forest  to  the 
8t4kte  of  improvemeift,  of  wealth  and  refinement  that  Seneca  now^  presents. 
Vast  fields  in  a  good  state  of  cultivatiini,  fine  residences  all  over  the  county, 
mills,  factories,  railroads,  school  houses  aiul  churches,  printing  pn?sses  aiul 
newspapei*8,  postotlices  and  telegraphs,  and  everything  Ibat  nature  and  art 
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run  c<»ntribiite  to  elevate  our  people  higher  and  still  higher  in  the  scale  of 
hiimauity,  and  1  feel  justified  when  I  say  that  on  the  score  of  wealth,  hpnHh^ 
morals  and  intelligence,  old  Senet- a  has  no  superior  amongst  her  ri 

Let  me  say  a  few  words  about  Titiin.    Josiah  Hedges  laid  out!  ^     i-^T 

in  1821.  Fort  Ball  hiul  already  been  located  by  Mr,  Spencer.  The  poMoffioe 
was  over  there  and  some  of  the  most  influential  of  the  early  settlers  U v«d  lit 
Fort  Ball,  The  troubles  between  the  rival  proprietf>rs  of  tliese  villages  were 
at  times  very  severe,  but  ended  in  tlie  purchase  by  Mr*  Hedges  of  the  entire 
plat  uf  Fort  Ball,  and  the  location  of  the  coui;t  house  on  the  Titliii  side  of 
the  river.  Fort  Ball  was  named  aft-er  Lieutenant-Colonel  JaDies  Y.  Ball, 
the  commander  of  a  squadron  of  cavalry  under  Genenil  Harrison.  TiflSn 
was  named  after  Ed wiird  Tiffin,  who  was  the  first  governor  of  Ohiiiafttr 
her  org"ani^ation  as  a  slide,  and  a  particular  personal  and  political  friend  of 
Mr.  Hedges.  Your  Iiumble  servant  had  the  honor  of  being  the  last  mayor 
of  the  old  town  of  Tithii  and  the  (jrst  mayor  of  the  city  of  TiftSu  upon  the 
union  of  the  two  villages.  Let  me  remind  you  of  the  old  8yeaniore  that 
stood  ou  the  rij^di thank  of  the  river  now  in  Mechaniesburg.  The  bo«n<Ury 
lineof  the  city,  as  then  organizefl,  ran  throujfh  the  sycamore  southwardly. 
Forty-three  years  ago  a  couple  of  exiled  (ierraau  boys  formed  a  closer  bo- 
quaintance  and  frien<lship  under  that  tree— one  that  lasted  for  life.  Wliea 
the  city  conntdl  entrusted  the  description  of  the  boundaries  of  the  new  city 
to  me,  I  described  that  tree  as  a  land-mark.  The  tree  and  one  of  tliose  boys 
have  long  since  passes!  away.  The  residence  of  Dr.  Hovey,  in  the  second 
ward,  covers  a  part  of  the  ground  where  the  old  fort  stood. 

In  1S40  the  population  of  the  several'villages  in  Seneca  was  as  follows : 

Attica ,  14S 

Basconi ,  —  34 

JJettsviUe :3 

Bloomville 13 

Caroline .,.. ^ 

Fort  Ball ,,..,.,. iS 

Fort  Seneca........ ., ,.. 

Green  Springs * , j. 

I^)di  .,,..,,...,. .  .*.. ,»....,,.. 

Melmore , 

Risdon 

Ri»me., 

Kepub!ic  ..... 

Bpringville , . , 

Sulphur  Springs ^-.,.  Jl 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  give  you  anytliing  like  a  statisticitl  stat^mftit 
of  the  resources  of  the  county.  Allow  me  only  t-o  say  that  Seneca  in  Ui^ 
scale  of  w^eiilth,  population,  etc.,  is  an  average  county  amongst  the  eiglity- 
eight  c< unities  of  ttn^  state. 

In  1S70  she  had  a  popuIati(»n  of  *10,H2S.  In  lS7o  she  harvested  the*  crop  nf 
5f,0(.>0  acres  of  wheat.  In  \sn\  site  pays  SlJtl.uno  taxes.  ,IIer  public  building* 
may  md  he  of  the  liest,  but  her  scIuxjIs  and  other  institutions  of  learning  are 
not  surpassed  in  any  couidy  junund  her.  She  is  one  in  oidy  eighti'en  coun- 
ties  in  the  stiite  that  is  not  in  debt.    Her  people  commit  less  crime  compared 
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'  with  her  population  than  any  other  county  in  the  state.  We  have  no  paupers 
1  runninf?  at  large.  In  all  departments  of  life,  ht?r  citizens  who  have  acquired 
'  honorable  distinction  are  ftelf-miide  men.  Sht^  enuiueriites  12,000  childreu 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  coram  on  seboois,  and  pays  $7i^00ii  per  year  for 
their  education .  The  personal  and  real  property  of  the  county  for  taxable 
purposes  increased  from  alitrut  $ J,UOO,000  in  IH-W  to  nearly  $lS,O0O,mK»  in  1874. 
In  inm  her  taxes  did  not  exceed  $m), 

lint  I  must  close,  and  in  so  doing  let  me  rehearse  a  short  ode  on  the  Fourth 
of  July,  hy  an  unknown  author,  It  is  so  very  much  in  harmony  with  the 
spirit  of  this  festive  occasion  ; 

**  To  the  sages  who  spoke,  to  the  heroes  who  ble^L 
To  the  diiy  and  the  deed  strike  t!ie  liarp*Htring  of  glory  ; 
Let  the  song  of  the  ransom  VI  rcmemlier  the  {leed. 
And  the  Umjjne  of  the  eUjquttnt  hallow  the  story. 
O'er  the  hones  of  the  bold. 
Be  that  story  long  told. 
And  on  Fame's  golden  t^iblet  their  triumphs  unfurled. 
Who  on  freedom's  green  hills  freedom's  banner  unfurrd. 
Anil  the  beacon  fires  rained  that  gave  light  to  the  world, 
'Twas  for  us  and  our  children  to  contjuer  or  die. 
Undaunted  they  stxiol,  when  the  war  storm  hurst  o>r  them  ; 
Ear  h  blade  drew  a  thunderbolt  down  from  the  sk^. 
Till  the  foeman  turned  pale  and  lay  withered  before  them. 
Then  from  Liberty's  band  • 

Went  a  shout  through  the  land,  t 

As  the  rainbow  of  peace  their  fair  heritage  spanned, 
Where  the  banner  of  freedom  in  prid**  was  unfurled. 
And  the  beacon  fire  rose  that  gave  Hglit  to  the  world. 
Tbey  are  gone— mighty  men  !  and  they  sleep  in  their  fame; 
Shall  we  ever  forget  them  ?  Oh,  never !  no,  never  I 
Let  our  3:ms  learn  from  us  to  embalm  each  great  name, 
And  theantliem  send  down  '*  Independence  forever  V^ 
Wake,  wake  heart  and  tongue, 
Keep  the  theme  ever  young ; 
Let  their  deeds  through  the  long  line  of  ages  be  sung, 
Wlien  on  freedom's  green  lulls  fn^edora's  banner  unfurrd. 
And  the  Ijcacon  fire  raised  that  gave  light  to  the  world." 
At  the  clo-ie  of  the  oration   R^v.   W.  A.  S:im'iou  fervently  addressed  tlie 
Throne  of  tirace,  after  which  the  choir  sang  the  doxoU>gy,  the  audient^e 
ioining.    The  benedict  ion  by  K'*v.  Mr,  Samson  closed  the  exercises,  which 
had  been  very  interesting  and  impressive^  and  had  stamped  themselves  in- 
delildy  upon  the  memories  of  all  present.    The  balance  of  the  day  was  spent 
in  the  nsnal  miinner. 

The  celebratitjn  was  a  success  in  every  particular,  and  redounded  to  the 
credit  of  the  different  committees  and  otTuiers  having  it  in  charge. 

At  night,  on  the  public  squiire,  the  display  of  lire- works  took  place. 
Everything  passed  off  satisfactorily,  and  it  was  a  good  ending  of  a  memor- 
able occasion. 
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Page  S— 7th  line  from  top  read  Captain  "  Bagby." 

"  141— 12th  line  from  top  read  "  John  Keller." 

«^  248— 10th  line  from  bottom  read  '*  Grummel." 

''  867— 10th  Une  from  foot  read ''  Q.  M.  General." 

"  877— 6th  line  from  top  read  "  tussuc  "  for  "  tissue." 

"  887-8d  line  from  top  read  "  Winweiler." 

''  412-eth  line  from  top  read ''  Stalter." 

*'  419— 11th  line  from  bottom  read  *^  Feldkuemmels  hochzeitstag.' 

*'  424 — Last  line  read  "  base  drum." 

'^  432— 10th  line  from  bottom  read ''  Tecumseh." 

''  450— 12th  line  from  top  read ''  people." 

"  474— Bottom  line  read  "  of  "  after  the  word  *'  lines." 

''  4S»-M  line  from  bottoih  read ''  Shants." 

*'  606— 16th  line  from  bottom  read  "  chiefs." 

*'  506— 2d  line  from  bottom  reail  *'  southwest  quarter." 

"  607— 22d  line  from  top  read  ''  camel-back  bridge.'' 

"  611— 10th  line  from  bottom  read  "  Levi  Creasey." 

'*  621— 8th  line  from  bottom  read  "  Yingst  family." 

"  564-^h  line  from  top  read  ''  N.  Ports  &  Co.'' 

"  614— 6th  line  from  top  read  "  Mrs.  Whitney." 

"  636— In  "  sheriffs  "  read  *'  Weirick  "  for  "  Wurick." 
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Toledo  war,  the 424 

Todd,  Lance 591 
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f 


Xii  INt)EX. 
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Topoj;n**phy 2 

Township  fines I 

Townships  organized li 

Toucey's,  Isaac,  letter ^ 

Traub,  Captain  Louis \ 

Turner,  Mrs.  Rachael 51 

U 

United  Brethren  church 21 


V 


Van  Bureniie  salutatory ft 

Van  Metre  reserve li 

Van  Matre 5! 

Venice  township 6: 

Venice  township  in  the  war 6! 

W 

Warner,  Benjamin  F U 

War  records 4( 

War  of  1812 89,  4- 

War  witli  Mexico 4- 

Washington's  sympathy ; 

I  Washington  Ci  uarris 4- 

Watson,  Cooper  K 8: 

Water  works M 

1  Wayne's,  <  ieneral  Anthony,  expedition. - J 

I  Well,  flowing 61 

!  Welch,  Hugh 6: 

•  AVeller,  H.  J 3i 

i  Western  reserve  1^ 

Western  exchange 2^ 

White  Crow 1] 

Whitney,  Jasper 6] 

Williams,  Dr.  B.  D 5: 

Williard,  Dr.  ( J.  W 2; 

Wilson,  James  P 5< 

AVingenund » ] 

Wind  mills 11 

Wijjingstick - 

Witches,  killing  of 1] 

Woodc'hopper,  the \{ 

f  Woolen  mills 31 

Wolf  wuilps 1' 

Worthington,  James 1 

Wright's  Brothers 1 

Wyan<lot  treaty : 


Y 


Young  America l! 

Young,  John 4i 


Z 


Zahm,  Victor  J 6 

Zouaves 4 


L^ 


1'^ 
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